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In an article entitled “ The Economic Re-Construction of 
Sub-Carpathia” , which appeared in our last issue, we 
gave an account of the great work of economic 

reconstruction undertaken by the Hungarian Government in 
order to set that country on its feet again. The present article 
contains a few examples of the social work hitherto 
accomplished, work in which the Hungarian State, Hungarian 
corporations and the Hungarian people have vied with one 
another in their eagerness to assist the inhabitants of 
Subcarpathia. The spontaneous manifestations of affectionate 
goodwill shown by every section of the Hungarian nation 
for the Ruthenians at the time of Subcarpathia's restoration 
cannot be explained except by the fact that spiritual and 
economic ties had been forged between the two nations 
during a thousand years of peaceful symbiosis. With extensive 
social work, State and nation hastened to make amends to 
the people of Subcarpathia for the sufferings to which they 
had been subjected during their twenty years of separation 
from Hungary. The first form this social aid took was that 
in the weeks immediately following the restoration the 
Hungarian Government and people sent many free gifts of 
necessaries to the Ruthenians of Subcarpathia. Wheat, maize, 
rye, bacon and oil to the value of many million pengo were 
distributed among the needy inhabitants of that region.

The next stage in the work of social aid was that a large 
number of those Hungarians who usually take their holidays 
abroad stayed at home this year and spent the summer in 
the towns and country places of Subcarpathia, bringing 
money into the province and giving its inhabitants 
opportunities of earning.

Another social movement of major benefit to the people 
of Subcarpathia was set on foot by the Hungarian towns. 
Immediately after the restoration the General Association 
of Hungarian Towns broached the scheme that the towns in
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Hungary should adopt poor villages in Ruthenia as their 
sistercommunities. Up to the present 46 Hungarian towns 
have adopted 128 Ruthenian villages with an aggregate 
population of 229.500 inhabitants. Several other municipalities 
are now engaged in similar negotiations, and when they are 
completed, all the larger towns in Hungary will have joined 
in this social work. The towns of Bekescsaba, Budafok, Kis- 
pest, Mohacs, Pecs, Pestszenterzsebet, Szombathely, Celled, 
Debrecen, Nyiregyhaza, Salgotarjan and several others sent 
summer visitors, parties of Boy Scouts and “Levente” (Youth 
Guild) members to Subcarpathia, and many Ruthenian 
children from the adopted sister communities were invited to 
spend a shorter or longer holiday in Bekescsaba, Kiskun- 
felegyhaza, Debrecen, Mohacs, Salgotarjan, Ujpest, Hajdu- 
boszormeny, Koszeg, Nyiregyhaza, Gyor, Cegled and Balassa- 
gyarmat. Many Hungarian towns sent valuable gifts of food, 
clothing, shoes and household goods to the poor in their 
sister-communities, while others took steps to place Ruthenian 
youths as apprentices in various trades. Pecs and Sopron 
have undertaken to give a large number of Ruthenian 
children a secondary school education or a teacher's training. 
The Child Welfare League has also done its share in this 
social work by providing holidays for several hundreds of 
Ruthenian children.

One of the most important social activities, undertaken 
was the task of providing employment for Ruthenian 
agricultural labourers and harvesters. This great work, thanks 
to which 8000 Ruthenian agricultural labourers were provided 
with jobs, was done by the General Economic Labour 
Exchange. The Minister of Commerce and Communications 
allowed a 50% reduction of freight rates on the transport 
of the grain earned by these agricultural labourers; in many 
cases, indeed, it was carried to Ruthenia free of charge. 
These labourers, who have now returned to their homes, are 
very satisfied to think that, for the first time in many years, 
they have been able to provide their families with a stock 
of good Hungarian wheat for the winter months.

The problem of viticulture and the marketing of the 
grapes and wines produced in Ruthenia was one that caused 
Government no little anxiety. It is a sign of the Government's
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determination to solve all the social problems that a solution 
was found within the shortest possible time. The Minister of 
Agriculture has namely made it possible for the General 
Co-operative Society of Hungarian Wine-growers to buy 
grapes and must in unrestricted quantities in Ruthenia.

For the purpose of studying social conditions in Sub- 
carpathia and determining the measure of assistance 
required, a rapporteur was appointed to work alongside of 
Government Commissioner Baron Sigismund Perenyi. This 
rapporteur has made the following statement in connection 
with the work already accomplished:

“Many important things of a social nature have been 
done in Subcarpathia during a few short months of work. 
The measures introduced are beginning to make their effect 
felt everywhere. We make a special point of providing for 
the children and of caring to an increased extent for their welfare."

He then went on to say that creches had been established 
in the poorer villages. Poor children were being provided 
with boots for the winter. The distribution of grapes that 
began at the beginning of October aimed at improving the 
health of the Ruthenian children by supplying them with 
nourishing fruit. In the three most northern districts of 
Subcarpathia about 25.000 little children were receiving a 
daily ration of fine, ripe grapes. This was to be followed later 
on by a distribution of apples throughout the entire area of 
Subcarpathia.

The efforts made by the Government Commissioner's 
Office to provide the villages with pure drinking-water 
deserve special mention. The material means required is 
supplied by that Office.

Certain public works are also calculated to be of material 
benefit to the inhabitants. One such is the mending of roads. 
The people are very satisfied to see that as soon as their 
needs and requirements have been ascertained, steps to 
supply them follow immediately. From these few examples 
it may be seen that both the Government and the Hungarian 
people are busily engaged in social work in Subcarpathia, 
and that a work is being done that will forge unseverable 
economic and spiritual links between the mother-country 
and the people of Ruthenia.
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