
HOW MINORITIES LIVE
R U M A N IA

MAGYAR ETHNIC COMMUNITY IN RUMANIA SEEKS 
REDRESS OF MAGYAR GRIEVANCES

Some leaders of the Magyars in Transylvania appeared! 
before M. Armand Calinescu, Rumanian Premier, and made 
representations to him concerning the situation of the Magyars and 
their legitimate wishes. They handed the Premier a memorandum 
dealing with the new Citizenship Act of 1939. In this 
memorandum it was stated that the Ordinance interpreting the 
Act which was issued by the Minister of Justice did not tally 
with the precisely defined provisions and spirit thereof. A speedy 
amendment of that Ordinance was urged.

Several members of the Parliamentary Group of Magyars 
in Transylvania saw General Daniel Papp, Governor of the Maros 
province, and told him that in some of the counties certain 
authorities were not treating the Magyars in a way likely to 
foster the harmony which the leaders of the country wished to 
establish and maintain. They drew the Governor's attention to the 
artificially engendered atmosphere which was against the interests 
of the whole population of the province. They also begged him 
to take steps to prevent minor officials obstructing the work of the 
Magyar organizations. Mention was also made of the heavy dues 
amounting to over a million lei illegally imposed on the butter 
factory at Marosvasarhely belonging to the Central Economic 
and Credit Cooperative Society.

RUMANIAN EDUCATIONAL AUTHORITIES WITHOLD 
PERMISSION TO APPOINT A FIFTH TEACHER IN 
REFORMED CHURCH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AT 

SEPSISZENTGYORGY — LOCAL AUTHORITIES REFUSE TO 
PAY OUT THE EDUCATIONAL STATE GRANT

Declaring that there was no budgetary cover for it, the 
Rumanian authorities of Sepsiszentgyorgy, the purely Szekler 
capital of County Haromszek, have refused to issue the State 
grant applied for by the two minority denominational schools of 
that place. The educational authorities have also rejected the 
petition lodged by the Reformed Church asking permission to 
appoint a fifth teacher in the elementary school maintained by 
that denomination, and this, although there are over 600 Calvinist 
children of schooling age in the town. ("Brassoi Lapok”, 
September 8.)

42



HOW MINORITIES LIVE

ONLY ONE MAGYAR TEACHER ALLOWED BY RUMANIAN 
EDUCATIONAL AUTHORITIES IN SCHOOL WITH OVER 

600 SZfiKLER PUPILS
The language of instruction in the State school employing 

seven teachers at Csikmadaras, a purely Szekler village in the 
so-called "cultural zone", is Rumanian, and the teachers of 
that school cannot even speak Hungarian. The Roman Catholic 
parish of Csikmadaras applied to the Ministry of Education 
for permission to appoint more teachers in the minority 
denominational school maintained by the Church, since, in 
terns of the new Education Act, which does not allow more 
than 40 pupils in one class, at least three new teachers would 
be required to provide the instruction prescribed by law to the 
600 odd pupils registered. This application was refused by the 
Ministry of Education on the ground that the State elementary 
school was capable of providing education for all the children 
of schooling age in the village, and therefore no new appoint
ments were necessary. (“Neplap” , Brasso, Augt. 25.)

REFORMED CHURCH OF TRANSYLVANIA INSISTS ON 
ITS LEGITIMATE RIGHTS

The ecclesiastical authorities of the Reformed Church of 
Transylvania are urging the Ministry in Bucharest to restore 
the status of a public school to several Calvinist denominational 
schools and to issue the usual State grants to minority clergymen. 
The Reformed Church received a definite promise to this effect 
some time ago, but so far that promise has not been kept. 
("Ellenzek” , Kolozsvar, September 6.)

LICENCE TO HOLD THIS YEAR'S ANNUAL MEETING OF 
TRANSYLVANIAN UNITARIAN MINISTERS WITHELD

The ministers of the Unitarian Church of Transylvania 
wished to hold their annual meeting on 23rd and 24th August. 
Permission to do so was withheld by the Minister of the 
Interior. ("Neplap”, Brasso, Augt. 23.)

SLOVAKIA
SLOVAK AREAS OCCUPIED BY POLAND NOW UNDER 

SLOVAK ADMINISTRATION
Berlin, September 13: In a lengthy article the „Deutsche All-  

gemeine Zeitung" publishes a report of the last Slovak Cabinet 
Council, which incorporated the areas inhabited by Slovaks that 
had been attached to Poland and placed them under Slovak
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administration; An official report of the Cabinet Council states 
that “the Government takes cognizance of the fact that the 
customs frontier on the north has been moved forward as far as 
the 1920 frontier." It was simultanerously announced in Pozsony 
that Slovak post offices had been re-established in Orava and 
Javorina.

RADIO APPARATUSES BELONGING TO UNRELIABLE 
PERSONS CONFISCATED IN SLOVAKIA

The “Felvideki Ujsag” reports from Pozsony: It has been 
officially announced that the authorities have received instruc
tions to confiscate under the Defence of the Republic Act the 
wireless sets owned by unreliable persons.

YUGOSLAVIA
MAGYAR POLITICIAN VISITS M. MACEK

A group of politicians from the Voivodina visited M. Macek, 
Deputy Premier, in Belgrade. One of them was Dr. Ivan Nagy, 
a lawer of Ujvidek who had been a candidate for Parliament on 
M. Macek's general list. Dr. Nagy, who is a Magyar by race, 
supplied M. Macek with information concerning the grievances of 
the Magyars in the fields of culture, education, administration 
and economy, their legitimate demands and those provisions of 
the decree regulating the sale of real estate which are particularly 
injurious to the Magyar minority.
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