
POLITICAL MOSAIC
STATEMENT BY RUTHENIA'S POLITICAL LEADER: 

SUBCARPATHIA IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF HUNGARY
Ungvar, September 23: The first issue of the first Ruthenian 

newspaper to be published in Hungary, the “ Ruszkaja Pravda" 
( Russian Truth), appeared on 22nd September. This newspaper 
is the revival of a daily with the same title which was suppressed 
by the Czechs last year. This is the second year of its existence. 
In a prominent place it contains an article with the text of the 
appeal addressed to the Ruthenians by M. Andrew B rody, M. P., 
one-time Premier of Ruthenia. Amongst other things M. Brody 
sais:

“We, the Russians who live in Subcarpathia, are back again 
within the ancient, frontiers of our homeland, the century-old 
Kingdom of St. Stephen. One fact is clear to all: Subcarpathia is 
again an integral part of the Hungarian State, in which we must 
henceforth live and die, whose foundations we must help to 
strengthen and defend in all circumstances. We imagined that 
after so many convulsions old Europe would settle down again 
to a peaceful and orderly existence, but alas! that is far from 
being the case. Thanks to the wisdom of our statesmen and by 
the Grace of God our frontiers are not menaced by the bloody 
struggle being waged in other parts of Europe. It does not, 
however, follow that we can afford to enjoy a well-earned rest 
or wait with folded arms in the hope of a better future for our 
people. On the contrary, we must all join forces and work with 
might and main to be ready to defend, if need be, our families, 
our country and our State."

The article then went to say that M. Andrew Brody had 
ten days earlier formed a Ruthenian N ational A lliance. The 
representatives of the Ruthenian Parliam entary Club, the elite 
of the Ruthenian nation, had joined the executive council, a body 
of 40 members. This extra-party alliance — says the article — 
will be the supreme national organization of the Ruthenian people, 
and its aim will be to gather the whole of the Ruthenian people 
into one sound racial unit. The article ends with an appeal to 
the Ruthenians to join the organization and unite in one great 
racial body.

NEW HUNGARIAN MINISTER IN SOFIA
The Bulgarian Telegraph Bureau reported from Sofia on 

7th September that, amidst impressive ceremonies, the new
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Hungarian Minister, M. Michael J ungerth -A rnothy, had presented 
his credentials and the letter recalling his predecessor to K ing  
B oris  on that day. The Hungarian Minister was accompanied by 
M. G eorge K iraldy-Lukdcs, Councillor of Legation, Lieutentant- 
Colonel John A d  ay, Military, Attache, and representatives of 
the King's private and military secretariats.

On their arrival at the Palace they were met and conducted 
by a military escort composed of Royal Guards. The streets 
leading from the Hungarian Legation to the Royal Palace were 
lined with mounted gendarmes and policemen on foot. Great 
crowds of people who had taken their stand along the route 
respectfully greeted the new Hungarian Minister on the occasion 
of his first public appearance.

In the address to the King with which the Hungarian 
Minister handed over his credentials M. Jungerth-Arnothy gave 
expression to the friendly feelings and esteem entertained for 
the King of Bulgaria by the Hungarian R egent, A dm iral H orthy, 
and conveyed the latter's best wishes for the prosperity of the 
Bulgarian nation. He also said how glad he was to have been 
chosen to represent Hungary in Bulgaria and that he was looking 
forward to his work, which he hoped would help to foster 
reciprocal feelings of friendship between the Bulgarian and 
Hungarian nations and further the increase of amicable contacts.

The Hungarian Minister laid stress on the point that during 
their thousand years' histories the two nations had had innumerable 
opportunities of becoming acquainted, of learning to esteem one 
other and of establishing lasting contacts. He added that he 
would do all in his power to make those contacts closer, and 
that it would be his aim to strengthen and develop the tradi
tional friendship existing between the two countries, to strengthen 
the present cultural and economic connections and thus to 
promote the welfare of both countries. At the close of his 
address M. Jungerth-Arnothy begged His Majesty to accord him 
the support needed for a successful discharge of his duties and 
expressed the hope that he could count on the friendly co
operation of the Bulgarian Government too.

In his reply K ing B oris  said that he was profonundly 
touched by the friendly message from the Hungarian Regent. He 
asked the Hungarian Minister to convey to the Regent a similar 
expression of his own friendly feelings and his best wishes both 
to Admiral Horthy and for the welfare of the Hungarian nation. 
The King then went on to say how pleased he was to hear the 
Hungarian Minister speak of the reciprocal feelings of friendship 
linking the two nations and of the cordial contacts between them. 
He also said that he set special value on the new Minister's 
desire to make the ties of friendship uniting Hungary and Bul
garia closer still and to strengthen the existing cultural and
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economic connections. This wish was shared by himself and by 
the people of Bulgaria.

King Boris promised to support the Hungarian Minister in 
the discharge of his duties and assured him of the cordial co
operation of the Bulgarian Government. The King's speech 
ended with a few gracious words of welcome to M. Jungerth- 
Arnothy. When the ceremony was over King Boris entered into 
a friendly conversation with the Hungarian Minister, M. Kiraldy- 
Luka.cs, Councillor of Legation, and Lieutenant-Colonel Aday, 
Military Attache. When the audience was over the Hungarian 
Minister and his suite returned in state to the Hungarian Lega
tion. The members of the Royal escort were then entertained 
at the Hungarian Legation by the Hungarian Minister.

REPARATION AFTER 21 YEARS
After Hungary's forced signature of the Trianon Treaty, 

the Yugoslav Government hastened to nationalize education on 
the basis of a Government Order (No. 10.030) issued on 20th 
August 1920. The way this nationalization was carried out was 
that the Government, without paying any compensation, took 
possession of the nationalized schools with all their buildings 
and equipment and also of the assets valued at many million gold 
crowns, (lands, gardens, houses, school-buildings, foundations, 
funds and moneys,) employed to maintain the various types of 
private schools established by the Churches, villages, towns and 
associations. In the areas wrested from Hungary proper, that is 
to say in the Voivodina, the Baranya triangle, the Murakoz and 
the regions beyond the river Mura, besides several hundred 
Hungarian State schools, no fewer than 751 private Hungarian 
elementary and 36 secondary schools fell a prey to Yugoslav 
nationalization, that naturally leading to the dismissal of the 
greater part of the teachers of Magyar nationality employed 
by them.

Among the Hungarian lower-grade schools that were na
tionalized were the 72 elementary schools in Croatia-Slavonia 
and Bosnia maintained by the Julian Society in Hungary. These 
schools were taken away from their rightful owners immediately 
after the change of rule, that is to say in the autumn of 1918. 
When this took place the Julian Society appealed by way of the 
Hungarian Government to the Yugoslav Government, the League 
of Nations and the local authorities, and for more than ten years 
did everything possible to get the confiscated schools re-opened 
and have their rights restored. When the Society saw that all 
efforts were in vain, it was obliged to appeal to the Mixed Court 
of Arbitration at The Hague, where naturally it claimed financial 
compensation. For the buildings and sites it claimed 313.761
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gold crowns and 148.588 for the movable assets, furniture, school 
equipment and libraries — in all 462.349 gold crowns. The Mixed 
Court of Arbitration did not, however, pronounce judgment, for 
in terms of the Hague-Paris agreement of 28th April 1930 the 
matter was left to be settled by direct negotiation between the 
two countries concerned: Hungary and Yugoslavia. Owing, how
ever, to the unwillingness of the Belgrade Government negotations 
betw een the two G overnm ents w ere not opened  until 1938, when, 
on the one hand, a definite settlement of the question of the 
funds belonging to the “Tokolianum" and the "Angelianum'', 
two Serb cultural foundations in Budapest which even today 
serve Serb cultural aims, and, on the other, that of the liquidation 
of the financial claims of the Julian Society, was discussed.

The first negotiations were held in Belgrade on 25th January 
1938, the rest in Budapest. An agreement on both matters was 
reached at the beginning of July. 2,300.000 dinars were
o ffered  by the Yugoslav Governm ent as settlem ent

the
Yugoslavs arguing that the buildings had lost much of their 
value throught 21 years' use and that the movables confiscated 
was now of practically no value at all. With this agreement 
litigation that has been in process for 21 years has now come to 
an end and the Julian Society will at least receive partial redress 
for the grave injustice sustained through the loss of its 72 schools 
and the confiscation of its educational assets. (From the report 
issued for 1938 by the "Julian Educational Society*'.)

HUNGARIAN READING CLUB IN SZABADKA PERMITTED 
TO RESUME ITS ACTIVITIES

On 27th August M, Dragomir Drintchitz, Deputy Ban, 
personally informed the Magyar delegation which appeared 
before him in Szabadka (S ubotica ) that, in consideration of the 
changed circumstances, the Ban's Office (Danube B anate) had 
accepted the appeal made by the Hungarian Reading Club, and 
that the Club was now free to pursue its activities. ( “R eggeli 
U jsdg", Aug. 29.)

THE SITUATION OF SZfiKLER JOINT TENANTS
Four counties of the Transylvania annexed to Rumania by 

the Treaty of Trianon — the Counties o f Csik, H arom szek, M aros- 
Torda and U dvarhely — com pose what is known as „S zek ler-  
land” . The bulk of the territory of the Szekler-/ane? counties — 
eigth-tenths o f the C ounty o f Csik — consists o f forests and A lpine  
pasture-land. This property has never been — and is not even 
today — suitable for individual farming; in order to ensure it 
remaining indivisible property it was converted into "joint pro
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perty" known today as "compossesoratus”. The origin of this 
system dates centuries back; for centuries it maintained estates 
which could not be split up or farmed by individuals. With the 
increase of population the insufficiency of arable land made cattle 
breeding, which had to be increased in scale, and wood industry 
the chief sources of subsistence in Szeklerland. Both these sources 
of subsistence depended constantly on the indivisible possession 
of the forest and pasture land; for it was only by systematic joint 
farming that the very trifling quotas falling to the share of the 
members of the community could be made to provide any revenue 
at all. The "joint tenancies” (compossessorati) and the political 
parishes are not however identical and must be very decidedly 
distinguished from one another. The "joint tenancies" are a peculiar 
form of private property, whereas the property of the political 
parish (village) has to be classed as public (national) property. 
Although the two are not far removed from one another, seeing 
that the persons living in the political parish (village) are 
practically identical with the members of the "joint tenancies” , 
the two nevertheless differ materially also in respect of the 
revenue yielded by the property.

To illustrate the importance attaching to these "joint 
tenancies” in Szeklerland, it will suffice to refer to the fact that 
in County Csik, for instance, there is not a single church or school 
wich has not been built out of the revenue yielded by the properties 
of the "joint tenancies” . Moreover, the members of the “ joint 
tenancies" have been provided by those “tenancies" with fire
wood and with timber, the cash received from sales being divided 
among the members, the "tenancies" having also given grants to 
the denominational schools, and having paid the parish rates due 
by members etc.

The properties belonging to the "joint tenancies" were not 
based originally on tradition merely; Act LV. of 1871 passed by 
the Parliament of Greater Hungary adjusted the quotas to be 
allotted to members, providing at the same time that it should 
be left to the courts of law — during the procedure for the 
determination of the quotas — to fix the shares due to the 
"compossesores” (“ joint tenants” ) of the assets of "joint 
tenancies" and also whether those "compossesores” were entitled 
to such shares.

After the change of rule the Rumanian Government left no 
stone unturned to get the property owned by Magyars into Ruma
nian hands. This was the object of the agrarian reform, which 
showed no mercy towards even the territories in possession of 
Szekely-land villages and "joint tenanies." The value of property 
forfeited in this manner by expropriation amounts to many 
hundreds of millions, this procedure being nothing more or less 
than a confiscation of property at the expense of the Magyar
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smallholders — a measure cryingly and strikingly anti-Magyar 
in character.

Among the assets owned by the Szeklerland “ joint tenancies" 
items of particular value are the medicinal springs and watering- 
places, which are for the most part owned by villages, though in 
very many cases they are the property of so-called health-resort 
‘ ‘joint tenancies", which also own the forest land surrounding 
them. An item of the kind is the Kovaszna mineral water and 
carbonic acid spring establishment in Haromszek County, the 
Matild spring (also in Haromszek County), the spa at Tusnad, etc.

One can quite understand the Rumanian G overnm ent's anxiety  
not lo leave these voluble assets in M agyar hands as M agyar 
p rop erty . A whole series of steps have been taken by the authori
ties against this last remnant of the joint property of the Szeklers. 
Until this year the Szeklers succeeded in parrying the attacks; 
but in J u ly  last a R oya l E dict d eclared  the mineral w ater and  
carbonic acid springs at K ovaszna in H arom szek C ounty to be 
public p rop erty , no reason  being o ffered  for  this m easure. Once 
more the property owned by Magyars had suffered a very sensible 
deduction. And judicial proceedings have just been concluded 
against the “ joint tenancy” owning the M atild  spring in the village 
o f B od ok  in H arom szek C ounty. This spring is the property of 
more than 1100 Magyars living in nine villages, whose title has 
been entered in the land register, the right to exploit the mineral 
water for 50 years having been adjudged to the 1100 owners in 
due legal form by a decision taken in the course of the procedure 
prescribed by the mining law. Two years ago the Rumanian district 
attorney at Sepsiszentgyorgy submitted to the court of law there an 
application requesting that the right of ownership of the medicinal 
spring should be transferred from the names of the 1100 persons 
living in the 9 Szekely villages to that of the political parish. 
This would have meant in practice that the Szekely health resort 
“ joint tenancies” of Haromszek County should be deprived of 
their most valuable asset, which should be transferred to Ru
manian possession. The interests of the “ joint tenancy” w ere  
defended  by M. M icescu  Istrate, form er M inister o f Foreign  A f 
fairs. M. Istrate poin ted  out that it was an unprecedented  procedure  
for a State a ttorney to subm it to a court o f law an application  
referring to the case o f a private body, and then declared that 
cases of the kind were not likely to further the aims of the present 
State system. And the Rumanian court dismissed the application, 
that meaning that for the moment the Szekely “ joint tenancy” is 
secure in its possession of the Matild spring. As to what this 
fresh illegal attack must have cost to avert, the less said the better; 
and it is equally certain that this valuable asset will be subjected 
again to attacks on the Rumanian side until the Rumanian 
authorities succeed in wresting it from the grasp of the Magyar
owners.

37



DANUBIAN REVIEW

ILLEGAL EMBARGO ON USE OF HUNGARIAN ON LETTERS
Article 8. of the Paris Minority Treaty of December 9th,

1919 — ratified by the Rumanian Parliament on August 30th
1920 — contains the following provision: "N o  Rumanian citizen  
m ay be restricted  in the free  use o f any m inority language, eith er  
in  private intercourse or in business life .”

The private use of minority languages is one of the most 
delicate problems of the political life of the minorities;

Some time ago the Rumanian Post Office authorities provided 
that an extra charge should be imposed on telegrams in 
Hungarian; this provision, however, has now been abolished. 
Further restrictions have, on the other hand, been introduced 
with regard to addresses.

The representatives of the Hungarian minority have appealed 
to the Ministry of Minorities in the matter of "Hungarian 
names of firms printed on envelopes." The Ministry has now 
informed them of the decision of the Post-Master-General. Any 
language may be used — the reply states — in the space 
reserved for private communications in letters or on post cards 
“ On the envelope, however, the addresses of both the sender 
and the addressee must be written in the language of the State; 
if any other language is used in this space, an extra charge 
must be made.” The Post Ofice of Temesvar (Timisoara) has 
informed the public that, in the case of letters to be delivered 
in Rumania, envelopes should be addressed only in Rumanian; 
should any foreign words be used in the address (viz. words 
corresponding to “Mr", Esq” , etc), an extra charge of 2 lei will 
be made, without the payment of which the letter will not be 
delivered. The Post Office of Kolozsvar (Cluj) has informed the 
Magyar Ethnic Community (the official representative body of 
the Magyar minority) that, according to an ordinance issued some 
time ago, the addresses of senders written or printed in any 
foreign language (including minority languages too) are to be 
treated as any instrument of publicity. This however, they point 
out, refers only to those words which signify occupations (e. g. 
"solicitor” , "physician” , etc.), and not to words immediately 
preceding or following the adressee’s name (such as “M”, "Esq” , 
etc). The Post Office of Kolozsvar (contrary to the statement 
made by that of Temesvar) holds that an extra charge (2 lei) has 
to be levied only on the use of words denoting occupations.

It must be added that the Post Office can by no means be con
sidered a legal authority, entitled to issue regulations concerning 
the use of minority languages. But, even if it were a legal authority, 
it would have no right to issue such regulations, because the free 
use of their mother tongues is one of the citizens' privileges 
which fall under the jurisdiction of constitutional authorities.
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HOW BAPTISTS FARE IN RUMANIA
In the territories severed from Hungary and allotted to Ru

mania by the Treaties of Peace there are a large number of persons 
belonging to the Baptist Church. Of the 60,562 Baptists registered 
by the 1930 Census as living in the territory of present-day Ru
mania 37,829 (i. e. more than 50%) reside in the areas annexed 
to Rumania by the Treaties. There are a very large number of 
Baptists also in Bessarabia, 18,861 in all. The number of 
Baptists registered by the 1930 Census as living in the territory 
of Bukovina was 1,145; while the number of Baptists resident in 
Older Rumania is 2,727.

In the Greater Hungary of pre-War days the Baptist con
fession was one of the denominations recognised by law; the 
consequence being that the Baptists living in the territories 
formerly belonging to Hungary which have been annexed to Ru
mania are perfectly entitled to demand that the new rulers should 
not deprive them of their vested rights and should continue to 
treat them as a legally recognised denomination.

As things stand, however, the Ordinance issued by the 
Minister of Education in 1938 has restricted the character of the 
Baptist Church to that of a religious association required to apply 
for permission to function. No such permission can be obtained 
unless the association every year submits to the Minister of 
Education a report giving the personal data of the leaders 
and the members and designating their age, nationality, period 
at which they were converted and the religion which they abandoned 
when they were converted. The Rumanian Government has placed 
the Baptists in the same category as the various religious sects. 
As a consequence of the personal intervention of Dr. Rushbrook, 
Secretary of the powerful world organisation of Baptists, the 
Rumanian Government, though not actually revoking the Ordinance 
in question, took certain measures delaying the enforcement of its 
provisions and gave the Baptists permission to open their prayer- 
houses, that enabling them after a prolonged interval to begin 
their public services again.

Nor does the Ordinance issued in July ensure the Baptists 
the legal recognition of their confession as a denomination; the 
only mitigation of conditions provided thereby being that the 
number of members required to form a Baptist religious association 
has been reduced from 100 — as provided in the original Ordinance 
— to 50. One of the Magyar dailies of Rumania ("Szabadsag") 
in its August 3rd (1939) issue published a long article dealing 
with the grievances of the Baptists and among other things
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reported that the Baptists have decided that the moment the 
Ordinance is officially handed to them th ey will on ce m ore close  
their prayer-houses and suspend their public functions. And the 
Magyar Baptists have submitted a memorandum to the President 
of the Magyar Ethnic Community requesting him to intervene 
with the Rumanian Government to respect their vested rights.

PROMISE TO REDRESS GERMAN MINORITY GRIEVANCES
IN RUMANIA

Herr Hans H edrich, the permanent representative of the 
German racial group in Rumania, on 30th August saw Premier 
Calinescu, to whom he enumerated the grievances of the German 
minority most urgently requiring redress. The upshot of his 
representations was that the German minority in Rumania received 
assurances that the Government would permit the establishment 
of German schools in Bessarabia. The Premier also promised to 
restore to the German Lutheran Church all the schools and other 
buildings the ownership of which is a disputed point at present. 
As is well known, in Bessarabia all the school buildings and 
school property belonging to the German Lutheran Church had 
been ruthlessly confiscated. Premier Calinescu also promised to 
redress the special grievances of the Banate Germans. ( “ N ep lap” , 
N agyvarad, Septem ber 6 .)

COUNT ESTERHAZY'S MESSAGE TO MAGYARS 
IN SLOVAKIA

The following appeal was addressed to the Magyars of 
Slovakia in the September 3 issue of the “ U j H irek” , the official 
organ of the United Hungarian Party, by Count John E sterhazy, 
President of the Party:

“The international tension of the last few weeks has now 
reached its peak point. At this juncture I call upon the Magyars 
in Slovakia, advising them to keep calm, even more so than 
hitherto, and to act with the utmost self-discipline at this critical 
hour. I beg all alike to obey most strictly all existing and future 
orders and to refrain — in their own interest — from any action 
likely to imperii public order and safety.

“ It is the interest of the Magyars in Slovakia, too, that the 
quiet atmosphere within the country should be preserved. I feel 
sure that every Slovak citizen of Magyar nationality will do his 
utmost to contribute towards this maintenance of order.

“ Let all o f  us alike perform  our daily tasks and civic duty  
with a lo v e  o f G od  and an unshakable con fiden ce, and let us do 
our utm ost tow ards the fulfilm ent o f  our duty to our fe llow -  
creatures.”
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GERMAN CONTINUATION COURSES FOR TEACHERS 
OF GERMAN MINORITY ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
By order of the Hungarian Minister of Education, the one- 

year's course established two years ago for the purpose of 
training teachers for the German minority elementary schools 
will be continued this school-year too. In 1939— 1940, 25 certi
ficated male and 5 certificated female teachers will be admitted 
to the course with free board and lodging. Dr. Julius Lux is the 
head of this institution.

Besides this, the one-month’s course for teachers employed 
in the German minority elementary schools which for years has 
been held in Baja opened on 1st August. About 100 male and 
female teachers, for whose board and lodging the State has 
made provision, are attending this year's course. It is held 
under the direction of M. Aloysius Chobudiszky, director of the 
Baja State teachers' training college.

41


