
COUNT CSAKY'S EXPOSE-

The Foreign Affairs Committee of the Hungarian 
Parliament met on 14th September with Dr. B6la 
Imr£dy in the chair. After the Chairman’s opening 

speech, Count Stephen Csaky, Hungarian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, delivered the following expose:

"The Hungarian Government sincerely regrets” —  he 
said —  "that what was predicted by the late Count Albert 
Apponyi in Paris in 1920 should have come true. For Count 
Apponyi, who was the head of the Hungarian delegation to 
the Peace Conference, had said that the Treaty of Versailles 
and the rest of the so-called Peace Treaties modelled on it 
would have to be paid for in blood. The self-restraint 
displayed during the past weeks by every section of the 
Hungarian nation shows how firmly rooted in Hungary was 
the conviction that the political measures terminating the 
Great War, no matter what name was given to them by the 
various international conferences, had merely created a 
provisional state of affairs, a truce.

"It is true that for many years we hoped that 
commonsense would gain the upper hand. The whole world 
can certify that Hungary has borne much, suffered much, 
only to prevent this sorely-tried generation being called upon 
to enter the arena of war again. We know that here as well 
as abroad every ex-serviceman who has attained a leading 
position in his own country thinks as we do.

“What was the Hungarian Government to do when 
storm-clouds gathered on the frontiers of the country? We 
continued to adhere to the policy pursued for the past twenty 
years by our predecessors in office. We maintained the 
attitude of traditional loyalty towards our friends, for we 
recognized the truth of the principle that the honour and 
trustworthiness of a country represent a greater asset in the 
community of nations than all its armed force.

"By some means or other the sword may be wrested 
from the hand of any nation, but that nation's force is not
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abated and it may rise again if it does not lose faith in itself 
and its confidence in its future. With this I do not mean to 
say that we have placed our reliance in moral forces alone. 
Behind those moral forces and behind the resolute, undaunted 
will of the leaders of this country stands the Hungarian army 
in a state of exemplary discipline and preparedness, 
becoming stronger and better equipped each day, and ready 
to defend to the last the homes, great and small, of the 
Hungarian people and the peace of their inmates.”

OUR RELATIONS WITH RUMANIA AND 
YUGOSLAVIA.

‘ ‘In accordance with our policy of race-preservation I 
have submitted the draft of a minority treaty to the Rumanian 
Government. This draft was such that within the framework 
of the suggested agreement every concrete complaint of each 
member of the Hungarian minority in Rumania might have 
been redressed. No answer has yet arrived, and I shall not 
be in a hurry to repeat the proposals made in May and 
later on submitted in a concrete form. The Hungarian 
Government takes these proposals for the protection of 
minorities very seriously. The Rumanian Government is well 
aware that Hungary has no aggressive intentions. It is to 
our own and our friends’ interests that the present conflict 
should be confined to as narrow an area as possible. The 
Rumanian Government also knows that in the opinion of 
many the offer of a non-aggression pact when no act of 
aggression was contemplated was made merely for tactical 
purposes. The first thing necessary is to ensure a more rapid 
improvement of the atmosphere, and the sine qua non of 
this is an elastic minority treaty. Then we must have 
evidence that the treaty has really been put into execution. 
When it proves to function well, it will be possible to give 
outward expression in a political form to our relations. The 
Hungarian Government has again given manifest proof that 
we leave no stone unturned in our endeavour to improve 
relations with Rumania, for the Government will now submit 
to Parliament for ratification the agreement concluded with 
that country in connection with the Gozsdu Foundation.
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"So far as Yugoslavia is cencerned, the situation is 
easier, and we leave it to that Government to decide whether 
they wish to conclude a minority agreement with us, and if 
so to prepare a draft which we shall study with the sincere 
goodwill that best characterizes the relations between the two 
countries."

THE GOVERNMENT SEES NO NECESSITY OF 
PROCLAIMING HUNGARY'S NEUTRALITY.

"In connection with the Balkan States I must mention 
with deep respect the warm words with which King Boris 
of Bulgaria spoke of Hungary when he received our new 
Minister to Sofia, —  words that have found a sincere echo 
in Hungarian public opinion.

"No danger threatens Hungary from the countries at 
war on her borders, and, therefore, the Government sees no 
necessity of proclaiming Hangar’s neutrality. To do so would 
only complicate our national life during a war which seems 
likely it prove a lengthy one.

"In these dark hours our thoughts turn with undying 
gratitude to Signor Mussolini, to the great Italian statesman 
who, with another Power to back him, was the first to launch 
an attack against the apparently unscalable walls of the 
disastrons Peace Treaties. He did so not only with sword in 
hand, but also with profound wisdom and a deliberate 
purpose. That the whole world is not in flames, that a general 
conflagration has been avoided, is due chiefly to the Duce.

"It is the firm intention of the Hungarian Government to 
pursue with calmness and composure, amidst storm and 
stress, as long as it is possible and until Hungarian national 
interests make a change imperative, the policy that has 
proved so successful during the past twenty pears."

Replying to certain members of the Committee, the 
Foreign Minister in conclusion said that the Hungarians were 
following the hard struggles of the Poles, which were 
acknowledged as heroic even by their enemies, with a 
sympathy that was unchanged.
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