
COUNT CSAKY WARNS SLOVAKIA 
AGAINST CONTINUING ANTI-HUNGARIAN  

PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN

n 2nd August M. Joseph Horvath de Koz (Christian
Party) put a question in the Hungarian Lower House
to the Foreign Minister in connection with the 

increasingly bitter anti-Hungarian propaganda fostered by 
official circles in Slovakia.

In reply the Hungarian Foreign Minister, Count Csaky, 
said: —

"My honoured colleague asks me whether I am aware of 
the increasingly bitter anti-Hungarian propaganda encouraged 
by official circles in Slovakia. I am sorry to say that the 
Slovak broadcasting stations and the Slovak newspapers 
keep us so well informed of the incomprehensible, anti-Hun
garian attitude of certain Slovak authoritative circles, and 
report so faithfully the outward manifestation in acts of 
that attitude, that it is impossible not to be aware of it.

“ /  can only say that we have had to exercise the greatest 
patience and self-control to avoid resorting to more energetic 
retaliatory measures. We have taken into consideration the 
fact that the State in question is only a tew months old and 
that it enjoys its new political dignity as a child does a new 
toy. And we also remember that we are much stronger and 
that we know that the owerwhelming majority of the Slovak 
people neither approve of nor take part in the anti-Hungarian 
campaign.

“We know that these incomprehensible anti-Hungarian 
manifestations are being staged by an exclusive circle for 
reasons of internal politics, often out of helplessness, often 
ut aliquid fecisse videatur.

"Most of the anti-Hungarian work is done by means of 
secret propaganda which cannot be brought home to anyone, 
even should we be able to produce names and authentic 
evidence.
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"I am forced to accept the information that no anti- 
Hungarian propaganda is being made by official Slovak 
persons, for on 26th and 30th June and 16th July, in reply 
to my representations, the Slovak Minister in Budapest 
stated in writing that the anti-Hungarian attacks attributed 
by the Slovak Press and wireless to certain responsible 
Slovak factors had never been made, and that the Hungarian 
Foreign Ministry was labouring under a series of misappre
hensions. It would appear to have escaped the notice of 
certain Slovak factors to begin with that these misapprehen
sions had also crept into some of the Slovak Press organs. 
W e  later received the official explanation that it was possible 
that the interruptions of the audience were mistaken for 
parts of the speeches themselves.

SO LONG AS THE VITAL INTERESTS OF THE HUN
GARIANS IN SLOVAKIA ARE NOT AFFECTED  . . .

“ The Hungarian wireless and the Hungarian Press have 
exercised, and will continue to exercise, the greatest patience 
in criticizing conditions in Slovakia. For the greater part all 
they do is to correct palpably mistaken Slovak statements.

“ As the Prime Minister has already said, we do not think 
in terms of daily politics; our perspective reaches far into 
the future and we do not take the ephemeral phenomena of 
present-day Slovakia, the real causes of which we know, too 
seriously so long as the vital interests of the Hungarians in 
Slovakia are not affected by them.

‘ ‘For our part we have done everything possible to 
establish friendly relations with the Slovak State; we were 
among the first, if not the very first, to recognize the new 
State. Already in March we offered a settlement of the 
questions still at issue and the conclusion of an economic 
agreement with Slovakia.

“The answer we received from the Slovak Premier was 
that he had much more important things to attend to then 
and would take the matter up later on.
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ECONOMIC NEGOTIATIONS BROKEN OFF.

“The Hungarian Government —  this time at the request 
of the Slovaks —  agreed to open negotiations in July. The 
two delegations were to have met on the 26th of that month, 
but, unfortunately, by that time the atmosphere had become 
so tense owing to the behaviour of the Slovak political and 
administrative authorities that we were obliged to cancel 
the scheme, because we were afraid that the moment was 
unfavourable and that failure to reach an agreement —  a 
very probable eventuality in that atmosphere —  would spoil 
still further the relations between the two countries.

"W e can afford to wait until the artificially engendered 
excitement in Slovakia has died down and the undoubtledly 
necessary negotiations regarding economic and other 
questions can be opened with every prospect of success. The 
Hungarian Government will use its own judgment in fixing 
the proper date.

"I have also been asked by my honoured colleague what 
measures I intend to take in connection with the Slovak 
propaganda to defend the honour of the Hungarian nation 
and its interests in the sphere of international politics.

"I must say I do not believe that the Slovak clique 
working against Hungary is in a position to besmirch the 
honour of the Hungarian nation either in Slovakia or 
elsewhere. Should, however, I see any attempt to do so, I 
shall make a point of putting a stop to it.

“ /  have already taken steps to defend our interests in 
the sphere of international politics and shall continue to 
take any steps that may seem likely to further our aims.

"The Hungarian Government is engaged in the task of 
solving very serious problems, but nevertheless it is not 
blind to the blustering behaviour with which certain 
functionaries of a Slovak Administration that is developing 
too slowly politically would fain cause annoyance to the 
Hungarian State, but we shall take serious notice thereof 
only if an attempt is made to deprive the Hungarian minority 
in Slovakia of its rights.
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SLOVAKIA SHOULD BEWARE OF OVER
STRAINING THE NERVOUS SYSTEM OF 
THE HUNGARIAN NATION.

"I beg the Hungarian Parliament and the whole Hun
garian nation not to lose patience, not to be carried away by 
righteous indignation, and never to forget that we have the 
experience and traditions of a thousand years of existence 
as a State behind us.

“ At the same time I must warn Slovakia to beware of 
laying too great a strain upon the nervous system of the 
Hungarian nation, for though it may bear much, it will not 
bear everything.

“ For my own part I consider it necessary to utter this 
warning here in the hearing of the whole Parliament, for it 
is not my habit to voice my opinions between the lines reserved 
for "interruptions’ ’. Once more, however, I emphatically 
repeat that I firmly believe that a better and wiser frame 
of mind will gain the upper hand among our Slovak 
neighbours, if only in the interests of their own country 
itself.

“ I ask you to rest assured that the Government is on the 
alert to detect any insult offered to the country and will 
stop at nothing to obtain satisfaction if, with due consideration 
for the totality of our major national aims, it seems 
necessary and timely to do so.”

36


