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Hungary and Poland played a great role in checking 
the invasions and inroads of barbarians from the 
East. While Western Europe was free to develop in 

peace, for centuries those two nations were forced to shed 
their blood in battles.

In the XIII century both countries suffered sorely in 
consequence of the havoc wrought by the Mongol invasion. 
They had to bear the brunt of the onslaught, if the Mongols 
were o be prevented from overunning the countries of the 
West.

In the XIV century they were at war with the Turks, and 
it was to Hungary that the lion's share of the fighting fell. 
From 1366, the date of the first battle between the Magyars 
and the Turks, until the Peace of Karlovitz in 1699, Hungary 
was engaged in practically incessant warfare with them. In 
those battles it often happened that the Poles fought side by 
side with the Magyars and the death in battle of Wladislas 
I at Varna (1444) and Louis II at Mohacs (1526), both of 
whom, though Kings of Hungary, were of the Polish Jagello 
dynasty, was symbolic of the unity of the two nations in their 
heroic struggle against a common enemy.

The brilliant victory wori at Belgrade in 1456 by John 
Hunyadi made the Turks give up the idea of a European 
campaign for a long time. The Turks, however, were not the 
only enemy against whom the Magyars and the Poles had 
to fight. Towards the close of the XVI century the Russians 
were threatening the northern part of Poland. When the

29



DANUBIAN REVIEW

Poles elected Stephen Bathory, the Magyar Prince of 
Transylvania, to be their king, he led three campaigns against 
Ivan the Terrible in 1579, 1580 and 1581. In those campaigns 
about five thousand Magyar soldiers fought bravely together 
with the Poles far away from their own country, somewhere 
in the north near Lake Peipus.

On the other hand, John Sobieski, King of Poland, 
played a great role in driving the Turks out of Europe. He 
took part in the relief of Vienna in 1683, and afterwards 
defeated the Turks at Parkany in Hungary.

The two nations also struggled together against Western 
oppression when at the time of the Hungarian war of 
independence three Polish generals, Bern, Dembinski and 
Wysocki, and the Polish legion, fought with Hungary against 
Austria.

Hungary and Poland had a great historical mission to 
fulfil; their geographical situation and historical development 
made it expedient for them to co-operate against attack and 
invasion, but in doing so they were also defending Europe 
and Western civilization.

The interdependence of the two nations and the common 
character of their destinies existed not only in byegone days, 
as we see from the role played by Hungary in the Polish- 
Soviet war of 1920, when the Hungarian Government sent 
ammunition to the sorely pressed Polish army and thus 
enabled it to win a decisive victory over the Soviet forces at 
Warsaw. This not only saved Poland, but also preserved the 
whole of Europe from the menace of Bolshevism.

An interesting book about the Battle of Warsaw has 
been written by an English diplomat, Viscount d ‘Abernon, 
who gave it the title of “ The Eighteenth Decisive Battle of the 
World” .

Viscount d‘Abernon begins by saying that according to 
the Creasy computation there were fifteen decisive battles of

30



HUNGARY'S ROLE IN THE POLISH-SOVIET WAR OF 1920.

the world before 1851. If to these we add the Battles of 
Sedan and the Marne, it brings the number up to seventeen. 
In his opinion in 1920 "a battle of equal importance to the 
human race was fought and won; a battle not less decisive 
than Sedan and the Marne."

D'Abernon quotes Gibbon: "If Charles Martel had not 
checked the Saracen conquest at the Battle of Tours, the 
interpretation of the Koran would be taught at the schools 
of O xford. . The events of 1920 were in his opinion of 
equal importance: "Had Pilsudski and Weygand failed to 
arrest the triumphant advance of the Soviet Army at the 
Battle of Warsaw, not only would Christianity have 
experienced a disastrous reverse, but the very existence of 
Western civilization would have been imperilled. The Battle 
of Tours saved our ancestors of Britain and our neighbours 
of Gaul from the yoke of the Koran; it is probable that the 
Battle of Warsaw preserved Central and parts of Western 
Europe from a more subversive danger —  the fanatical 
tyranny of the Soviet.”

"The victory of Charles Martel”  —  continues the author 
— "has been termed one of those signal deliverances which 
affect for centuries the happiness of mankind. The Polish 
victory of August 1920 has an equal, in some ways, perhaps, 
a superior, title to honour. For the civilization endangered 
was of a far higher order; compared with it, the century of 
Charles Martel was barbarous. In 1920 the set-back entailed 
by defeat would have been incomparably greater. While the 
hosts of Abd-er-Rahman were inspired by fierce religious 
zeal, they had an ordered state and enjoyed a high degree 
of culture, the enemies of the Poles had no ambition but to 
set class against class, no creed but destruction of the present 
order, no policy but to annihilate all that stands for our 
conception of religion, justice and good faith."

Viscount d‘Abernon then goes on to say that the struggle
31



DANUBIAN REVIEW

between East and West has continued through two thousand 
years. In that struggle the Battles of Marathon and Salamis 
were a turning-point in the history of the world. Had the 
Persians won, “ the Greek spirit of individual freedom would 
have been crushed under Oriental despotism. Greek 
intellectual curiosity would have been stifled under Asiatic 
immobility — Europe would have lacked the primary source 
of her literary and artistic inspiration.”

“Lepanto” — says d‘ Abernon — “ was hardly less 
decisive. Had the Turkish fleet prevailed over the combined 
forces of Christendom, Europe might well have been overrun 
by barbarous hordes from Asia Minor and reduced to the 
sterile nakedness of all lands which fell under the devastating 
rule of the Ottoman Sultans."

In Viscount d‘Abernon s opinion the relief of Vienna in 
1683 was “ one of the occasions when Europe owed safety to 
Polish valour . .. John Sobieski earned the gratitude of all 
who value the maintenance of European civilization.”

The importance of the Polish victory in 1920 cannot be 
questioned. As we read in Viscount d‘Abernon s book: “ . . .  
had the Soviet forces overcome Polish resistance and captured 
Warsaw, Bolshevism would have spread throughout Central 
Europe and might well have penetrated the whole continent.” 

He then points out how strong Communism was in 
Germany at that time and how favourable the European 
situation was to revolutionary movements. “ The minds of 
men were so weakened by the terrific strain of the years of 
war, that they had become a ready prey to any subversive 
doctrine. The old order, which had landed the world in so 
grave a catastrophe, had lost authority — something different 
must be resorted to. Bolshevism had not yet proved its 
incapacity — it was still a gospel of hope." Here we must 
not forget that the civilized nations of Western Europe were 
doing nothing to combat zealous Bolshevist propaganda; they
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were too busy quarrelling among themselves. “ The foundations 
of Western civilization might he menaced; ex-enemies could 
not combine in its defence; distrust made them oblivious of 
their common beliefs —  suspicion and hatred were their 
counsellors. Diplomacy was, as yet, powerless to bridge the
gulf."

Viscount d‘Abernon says that the history of our present 
civilization knows few events of greater significance than the 
Battle of Warsaw in 1920, and there was certainly none the 
importance of which has been so little recognized.

In another place he says that in many historical moments 
Poland has been Europe's bulwark against Asiatic invasion, but 
in no instance was her service greater or the danger more 
imminent than in 1920.

Before his book appeared Viscount d'Abernon wrote an 
article on 17th August 1930 about the importance of the 
Battle of Warsaw in which he said that it would have been 
the duty of political authors, in the first place of the Poles 
themselves, to demonstrate to European public opinion that 
in 1920 Poland saved Europe, for Poland was a defence 
against the permanent danger of Asiatic invasion.

I have dealt at some length with Viscount d'Abernon s 
opinion of the importance of the Battle of Warsaw in the 
world's history because I wish to show the decisive 
significance attached to that event by an erudite British 
diplomat who was a member of the mission despatched by 
the Great Powers to Warsaw, where he spent a whole month 
during the most critical period, being there at the time of 
the Polish victory.

He is right in describing the Battle of Warsaw as an 
event of historical importance in the world's history, for it 
was the intention of the Bolshevists to revolutionize the 
whole of Europe after crushing Poland. This may be 
established from statements made by leading men of the
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Soviet. At the time of the Bolshevist offensive, Lenin on one 
occasion turned to Tuchachevskij with these words: “World 
revolution goes forward, Comrade Tuchachevskij. You will 
accomplish a task of the greatest historical importance, which 
will turn the world upside down, and overthrow the European 
social system overnight."

On 2nd July 1920 Tuchachevskij issued the following 
general order to the army: " The road to world revolution 
leads across Poland's dead body. Forward to Wilno, Minsk 
and Warsaw!"

A s early as 1919 Trockij had made a similar statement: 
“ W e shll carry the fire of world revolution across the dead 
body of Poland."

Had Poland fallen, the whole of Europe would probably 
have become Bolshevist, for we know that at the time Berlin, 
Prague and Vienna were teeming with Bolshevist agents and 
Bolshevist propaganda was hard at work in the countries of 
the West. In Germany, for instance, Communism was so 
strong after the war that as late as 1932 eleven million 
Communist votes were registered. These were the reasons why 
the Polish victory was of such historical moment.

The Polish-Soviet war had lasted for nearly two years 
and the Polish forces had reached Kiev when in 1920 things 
began to go badly for them. On 4th July the Soviet Army 
opened a powerful offensive on the north, under the pressure 
of which the Polish forces were compelled to retreat. In forty 
days they had retreated 600 kilometres to Radzyminig, a 
suburb of Warsaw, scarcely twenty kilometres from the 
capital.

What was the cause of this retreat? It was not merely 
that the the Red Army was superior in numbers, but also 
the circumstance that the Polish forces were almost entirely 
without ammunition. The ammunition, namely, that had been 
sent for them from France to Danzig could not be unloaded
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because the German dock-workers had gone on strike, and 
the ammunition ordered by the Polish Government in 
Hungary had not arrived. It had been despatched on, or 
about, 10th July, but the Czeczhs refused to let it through the 
Czecho-Slovak Republic, and it was held up on the frontier. 
Owing to an utter lack of ammunition the situation of the 
Polish Army was catastrophic. I was told by a Pole who 
was on intimate terms with the then Polish Premier and who 
was very well informed that the shortage of ammunition was so 
alarming that the soldiers were forbidden to use their arms. 
Those who wasted any of their cartridges were punished and 
it was only as a last resort that they were allowed to fire 
their rifles.

Soviet spies reported that by 15th August the Polish 
Army would have used up its last cartridge. This is why 
Tuchachevskij made straight for Warsaw, convinced that 
victory awaited him there.

Another cause of great anxiety to the Poles was that 
they were unable to meet the large and extremely mobile 
cavalry troops under the command of the Cossack leader 
Budienny with an adequate mounted force.
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