
RUMANIAN STATISTICS ARE UNRELIABLE
BY

Dr. ALEXANDER BAUMGARTNER

Already at the time of the Paris Peace Conference, 
Rumania employed false statistics in order to deceive 
the Great Powers engaged in the reconstruction of 

Europe.
The figures of the post-War Rumanian Censuses were 

also deliberately falsified, and the official statistical data 
relating to Transylvania have not been made public yet. All 
we have to go by are private statistics, which, however, are 
actually much less reliable than the official figures and 
show considerable divergences. The organ of the anti-revi
sionist Front, the ‘ ‘Universur’ for instance, on 24th Decem
ber, 1937, admitted that the Rumanian statistics were false, 
and in support of this statement quoted Dr. I Theodorescu, 
former director of the Rumanian Statistical Office. For in 
the January— February 1937, issue of the "Analele econo
mice si statistice”  Dr. Theodorescu wrote that the figures of 
the 1930 Census could not be accepted as accurate. That 
Census shows 722.000 Jews, although twenty years before 
there were 844.000 in the present area of Rumania. Owing to 
natural increase and the great influx of Jews the number, 
as compared with twenty years previously, ought to have 
been considerably larger, instead of decreasing by over
100.000. In his work "Contributini li Studiul Evreilor”  Dr. 
Eugene Tatomir says: “ It cannot be doubted that serious 
errors were made when the Census figures of the Jews were 
registered.”

The admission that the Rumanian statistical data were 
false was made in connection with the fact that in 1937, at 
the time of the Goga Government, the Jews submitted a 
petition to the League of Nations complaining of Rumanian
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persecution, The Rumanian Government justified its anti- 
Jewish measures with the statement that after the War a 
large number of Jews had overrun Rumania, where they 
were an alien element, and that Rumania could extend hos
pitality to them only so long as it did not interfere with her 
own interests. In reply the Jews pointed to the Rumanian 
official statistics as proof that in 1930 there were 100.000 
fewer Jews in Rumania than twenty years before. In a word, 
as soon as the Rumanian official statistics ran counter to 
Rumanian interests, the most competent factors were ready 
to admit that they were false.

The object of this deliberate falsification is even more 
obvious when it is made by the first official representative 
of the country. M. Calinescu, Rumanian Prime Minister, 
made the following statement to the correspondent of
"Intransigeant” : "We cannot consider the slightest t e c 
torial concession. There is, in fact no fundamental cause in 
name of which such a demand could be addressed to us. 
According to the nationality principle, the balance in mino
rity matters is in our favour. There are far more Rumanians 
outside our frontiers than Magyars, Bulgarians and Germans 
within them.”

Now let us see how far this statement is true. (In the 
following tables we have followed the principle of accept
ing the official statistics of the country in question. The Ru
manian data have been taken from "La Transylvanie Rou- 
maine et ses Minorites Ethniques” , a book written by M. 
Silviu Dragomir, Minority Minister.)

Rumanians living Outside the Frontiers of Rumaniar

Hungary (including the Rumanians of
Subcarpathia) 29.888

Yugoslavia 229.398
Bulgaria 69.080
Russia 249.711
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According to M. Dragomir’s work the number of mino
rity citizens living in the areas wrested from Hungary is:

Magyars 1.353.675
Germans 543.627
Bulgarians 11.383

Total 1.908.680

According to these figures the number of Rumanians 
living outside Rumania’s frontier is only one-fourth of the 
number of Magyars, Germans and Bulgarians in the areas 
wrested from Hungary. Besides these, there are at least
150.000 Magyars, 300.000 Bulgarians and 250.000 Germans 
living in Old Rumania. If we include them too, it will be 
seen that the number of Rumanians living outside Ruma
nia’s frontiers is no more than one-fifth of the number of 
Magyars. Bulgarians and Germans in Rumania. And if we 
consider that there are almost two million Magyars in Ru
mania as against 29.888 Rumanians in Hungary, we shall see 
that there are seventy times as many Magyars in Rumania 
as Rumanians in Hungary.

In his statement to the correspondent of the “ Intransi- 
geant” the Premier was discreatly silent about the 1.032.138 
Ruthenians, 65.994 Serbs, 722.000 Jews, 34.000 Poles, 44.000 
Slovaks, 106.000 Gypsies, 287.000 Turks and 50.000 other 
nationals living in Rumania. As we know that Ruma
nia’s minorities number five million souls, it is obvious that 
the Rumanians living outside that country do not amount to 
more than one-tenth of the number of minority citizens in 
Rumania. If we consider this, the Rumanian Premier’s 
assertion that "the balance in minority matters is in our 
favour” is incomprehensible. Those responsible for the com
piling of Rumanian statistics must not be surprised if after 
this no one will believe in their accuracy. If they want to 
thoroughly discredit themselves, let them continue to make 
statements similar to that made by M. Calinescu.
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