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ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY 
OF KOLCSEY’S HYMNUS

BY
WATSON KIRKCONNELL, M. A.,

PROFESSOR OF WESLEY COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA. 
CANADA, CORRESPONDING MEMBER. OF PET0F1 AND KISFALUDY 

SOCIETIES OF HUNGARY

The Hymnus' of Kolcsey, the centenary of which is 
being celebrated this month, is one of the most reverently 
pacific of national anthems. The French "Marseillaise” , 
Germany's "Die .Wacht am Rhein" and the American "Star- 
Spangled Banner" all breathe the blood-quickening air of 
war or revolution. "Rule Britannia" and "Deutschland iiber 
alles" are turgid with national pride. "God save the King" 
and "Gott erhalte Franz den Kaiser" bespeak devotion to 
a monarch. But the Hungarian "Hymnus" is a humble prayer 
to God on behalf of an unfortunate nation. With reverence 
it accepts the chastisement imposed by God in the past, but 
it implores him, out of the depths of the country's sorrow, 
to bring comfort and healing to an unhappy people. I can 
only compare it with the magnificent ,,Millenial Anthem” 
of Iceland, composed by Matthias Jochumsson, which is 
inspired with the same spirit of consecration and intercession. 
"Iceland’s thousand years", he writes, ,,are a flower of 
sternity, bedewed with tears, that praises its God and dies,"
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It is most fitting that Hungary should pause this year 
to commemorate the centenary of Kolcsey's great hymn.

*

“Bless the Magyar, O our God,
“Bountifully, gladly!

“ Sheld with Thy protecting hand 
“ When his foes smite madly!

“Fate, of old, has rent him sore;
“May it now bring healing!

“By-gone sins are all aton’d 
“Ev’n the future sealing.1

“Peaks of high Carpathian hills 
“Thou didst give our sires;

“ Sons of Bendeguz receiv’d
“Thus their fair hearst-fires;

“Where the waves of Tisza glide,
“ Where the Danube rages,

“ Valiant seed of Arpad grew,
“Flourish’d through the ages.

“Let Cumanian cornfields wave 
“ Golden for our pleasure;

“Let the vineyards of Tokay
“ Yield us nectar’s treasure.

“Thou hast often reard’d our flags 
“High on Turkish tower;

“Proud Vienna groan’d to see 
“Matthias and his power.

1 The Hungarians in the succession states are persecuted lor 
singing this. (The Editor.)
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“But, alas, our crimes provok’d
“ Wrath as Thou didst ponder;

“Deafening through the heavens burst 
“ The indignant thunder.

“ Soon the murderous Mongol’s shaft 
“ Hiss’d at all beholders:

“ Soon the Turkish yoke was set 
“ On our wounded shoulders.

“ Often from wild Osman lips
“ Chants of joy were spoken,

“ Rais’d in triumph as they saw 
“All our armies broken!

“ Oft, O home-land, from thy breast 
“Rose thy sons to free thee . . .

“ Oft, alas, in stricken doom,
“ As their grave they’d see thee.

“ Fugitives in caves, they found
“ Sword still reach’d to slay them;

“ Vainly through their land they sought 
“Homes in which to lay them;

“ Up the hill and through the dale
“ Grief and pain still drove them;

“ Seas of blood were at their feet;
“ Seas of flame above them.

“ Once a castle ( now but stones)
“ Thrill’d with life and laughter;

“ Now cold death and hoarse lament 
“ Come in anguish after.
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“And, alas, no freedom thrives
“Where our dead lie sleeping;-

“ Tears of tortur’d slavery fall
“Hot from orphans’ weeping..

“Pity, then, our people, Lord,
“ Shaken by disaster!

“Since a sea of grief engulfs,
“ Save the Magyar, Master!

“Fate, of old, has rent him sore:
“ May it bring now healing!

“By-gone sins are all aton’d,
“Ev’n the future sealing.”

(Translated from the original of Kolcsey 
by W a ts o n  K irk c o n n e ll.)
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THE RUTHENIANS’ STRUGGLE FOR 
AUTONOMY

BY
OBSERVATOR

In the last number of our Review we published an 
article from the pen of Dr. Joseph Illes-Illyasevics which 
gave the public opinion of the Anglo-Saxon world a pregnant 
survey of the question of Ruthenian autonomy and of the 
failure of the Czecho-Slovak Government in twenty years 
to solve that question despite the fact that under the Treaty 
o f Saint Germain concluded with the Allied and Associated 
Powers on September 10th, 1919, the Czecho-Slovak Repub
lic had undertaken an obligation to do so.

.We believe that, seeing that in recent issues of the 
,,Danubian Review” we have dealt exhaustively with the 
questions of the German, Magyar, Slovak and Polish natio
nalities of Czecho-Slovakia, it is our duty to treat also of 
the Ruthenian problem. And, seeing that the kernel of this 
problem, as of the Slovak question, is the question of auton
omy, we must first of all investigate the legal background 
of the autonomy of Ruthenia from the point of view of inter
national law and of the public law of Czecho-Slovakia and 
at the same time supplement the material put forward by 
Dr. Joseph Illes-Illyasevics by throwing into relief against 
that background the political, cultural and economic situa
tion of the Ruthenians living to the south of the Carpathians.

We must also by way of introduction remind the readers 
of the ,,Danubian Review” that in Nos 2—3, 1937, of our 
Review (pp. 11—28) we described the circumstances and 
referred to the Czech interests which led to the wresting 
from Hungary by the Peace Conference of the territory
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known today as Ruthenia and the incorporation of that terri
tory in Czecho-Slovakia. On the basis of Mr. David Hunter- 
Miller's ,,My Diary" we dealt exhaustively with the speech 
made before the Council of Ambassadors on May 8th, 1919, 
by Dr. Benes, then Czecho-Slovak Foreign Minister, in 
which that statesman asserted that the Ruthenians did not 
wish to remain under Hungarian rule, but were on the other 
hand anxious to constitute an ,,autonomous State" within 
the framework of the Czecho-Slovak Republic. We also gave 
an account of the Memorandum submitted by the Czecho
slovak Delegation which defined the substance of the 
autonomy Czecho-Slovakia desired to guarantee Ruthenia. 
In order to avoid useless repetition we shall not deal again 
on the present occasion with the substance of these important 
documents or once more trouble to refute the Czech asser
tions contained therein; we shall restrict ourselves to occa
sionally referring to those documents where the thread of 
our argument makes such procedure necessary.

I.
In pre-War Hungary the question of Ruthenian autonomy 

was never even broached. The Ruthenians living in the 
north-eastern counties of Hungary, at the foot of the Wooded 
Carpathians, lived on terms of the closest friendship with 
the Magyars and for that reason never felt the need for any 
political or territorial autonomy.

The idea of this autonomy was first broached during 
the Great War in the United States of North America, 
where a large number of Ruthenians from Hungary were 
living. Inspired by Presdient Wilson's Fourteen Points, the 
Ruthenians of America too began to move; and under the 
direction of Gregory Zatkovic, they demanded the right of 
self-determination also for the Ruthenian inhabitants of 
Upper Hungary. At a meeting held at Homestead on July 
18th, 1918, the American-Ruthenian National Council
demanded complete independence for their racial brethren 
in the old country; or, in the event of that not being feasible, 
a union with the Ruthenians of East Galicia; or, if that were 
also impracticable, local autonomy. The Resolution was on 
October 21st, 1918, handed to. Thomas G. Masaryk, Presi
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dent of the Czecho-Slovak National Council, who decided 
in favour of the last alternative, — i. e. of autonomy. After the 
Ruthenians had been admitted to membership of the Central 
European Union established by Masaryk, the latter — on 
behalf and in the name of the Czecho-Slovak National 
Council — undertook an obligation to the effect that in the 
event of their adherence to Czecho-Slovakia the Ruthenians 
should be guaranteed full autonomy. It was on the basis of 
this agreement that, on November 12th, 1918, at Scranton, 
the American-Ruthenian National Council passed the reso
lution deciding that the Ruthenians of Hungary — ,,enjoying 
the widest rights of autonomy as a State" — should on a 
federal basis adhere to the democratic Czecho-Slovak 
Republic, it being thereby stipulated that Ruthenia should 
include ,,all the counties originally Ruthenian" — i. e. the 
counties of Szepes, Saros, Zemplen, Gomor, Abauj, Borsod, 
Ung, Ugocsa, Bereg and Maramaros. This resolution was 
taken on the basis of a plebiscite carried out by parishes 
which showed a majority of 67°/o in favour of Czecho
slovakia.1

In connection with the Scranton resolution it should 
first of all be noted that the persons taking part in the voting 
included Greek-Catholic (not, however, Greek-Oriental) 
Ruthenians who had migrated to America, not only from 
Hungary, but also from Galicia, Bukovina and the Ukrainian 
territories of Russia, so that the said resolution cannot by 
any means be regarded as having been taken by American 
immigrants representing ,,the Ruthenians of Hungary". But 
even had it been the resolution solely of immigrants from 
Hungary, it is evident that the Ruthenians of America, a 
considerable proportion of whom had already become 
American citizens, were not entitled legally to take up any 
attitude on behalf of the Ruthenians who had remained in 
the old country, who had not given them any authorisation 
to do so and who at the time in question were actually 
fighting on the opposite side — in the armies of the Central 
Powers — and were fighting loyally and courageously too.

1 See Dr. Ernst Flachbarth: „System des internationalen Minder- 
heitenrechtes” . Budapest, 1937. Vol. I., p. 429—430.
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The intention to separate from  H ungary of the Ruthenians 
of A m erica —  even presuming that this was not m erely the 
wish of Ruthenians who had em igrated to A m erica from  
territories lying to the north  of the Carpathians —  did not 
therefore offer any legal basis for the detachm ent from H un
gary of the territory lying to the south of the Carpathians.

The Ruthenians remaining in Hungary were not given 
any opportunity after the end of the Great ,War to freely 
express their wishes. The resolutions of the local Ruthenian 
National Councils formed in November, 1918, cannot be 
regarded as expressions of the will of the Ruthenian people 
living to the south of the Carpathians; for these so-called 
,,national councils" were revolutionary formations assembled 
at random which had not received from the Ruthenian people 
any sort of authorisation to decide to which State that people 
should belong. And in any case the most authoritative of 
these ,,national councils" was the one formed in Ungvar 
(Uzhorod), the Capital of present-day Ruthenia, which 
decided in favour of adherence to Hungary. The Council 
formed at Huszt (Chust) decided in favour of adherence to 
the Ukraine; though — a circumstance which detracts con- 
siderabily from the value of the resolution — at a time when 
the little town was for a short period occupied by Ukrainian 
insurgents. The only local Council to decide in favour of 
Czecho-Slovakia was that formed at Eperjes (Presov), a 
town which is not in Ruthenia at all, but in Eastern Slovakia; 
though this resolution was taken at a time when the town 
had already been occupied by he troops of the new Czecho
slovak Republic. For the purpose of securing some kind of 
claim to Ruthenia, the eastern section of which was then 
under Rumanian occupation, in the spring of 1919 the Czechs 
at Ungvar formed a ,,national council" of their own con
sisting exclusively of creatures of the Czecho-Slovak 
Government.

However, even this ,,National Council" was not willing 
to declare in favour of adherence to Czecho-Slovakia except 
subject to the following conditions:

,,Ruthenia should form  an independent State within the 
fram ew ork of C zecho-Slovakia possessing full rights of
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autonomy the frontiers of which should be fixed by represen
tatives of Ruthenia and of the Czecho-Slovak Republic 
respectively. The sine qua nons of Ruthenia's existence and 
of her development should be laid down in a formal treaty 
to be concluded between the Ruthenian State and the legal 
representatives of the Czecho-Slovak Republic. Until that 
treaty had been concluded the western frontier should extend 
provisionally to the rivers Hernad and Tarca and to the 
boundaries of the O-Lublo (Stara Lubovna) Hundred 
respectively. The Ruthenian State should be governed by a 
Ruthenian Minister appointed by the President of the 
Czecho-Slovak Republic who should on his part appoint all 
the officials of the Ruthenian State. In all matters of dispute 
—  including also all questions of the interpretation of the 
treaty — the Czecho-Slovak Republic and the Ruthenian 
State are both alike entitled to apply to the League of 
Nations. The decision of the League of Nations shall be 
binding on both Parties."2

We see, therefore, that even the Council called into 
being by the Czecho-Slovak Government itself conceived of 
the relation between Czecho-Slovakia and Ruthenia as a 
federation of two Parties of equal rank and status. The 
Ungvar Resolution spoke of Ruthenia as of an independent 
State, as did Dr. Benes himself in the speech made by him 
before the Supreme Council of the Peace Conference on 
February 5th, 1919.

* *
*

On September 10th, 1919, at St. Germain-en-Laye, was 
•concluded between the Principal Allied and Associated Po
wers and Czecho-Slovakia a treaty (the Minority Treaty) 
which came into force on July 6th, 1920, the articles of 
which (Articles 10— 13) relating to Ruthenia do not go quite 
so far, merely endowing Ruthenia with the widest autonomy 
compatible with the unity of the Czecho-Slovak State. Under 
the said Treaty Czecho-Slovakia and Ruthenia do not form 
a federation of State or a federal State, Ruthenia being 
in the terms of the treaty merely an autonomous territory

* See Flachbarth op. cit., p. 430.
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of the C zecho-S lovak  Republic possessing far-reaching rights 
of political self-governm ent.

N evertheless, C zecho-Slovakia has so far failed to put 
into practice a single letter of the treaty. In support of this 
assertion we give below  a description of the developm ent of 
the legal status of Ruthenia within the fram ework of the 
C zecho-S lovak  Republic.

Before proceeding, the fact must be noted that § 3 of 
the Constitution (Charter) of the Czecho-Slovak Republic 
promulgated sub No. 121 on February 29th, 1920, incorpor
ated only in a very materially amended form Articles 
10— 13 of the Treaty of Saint Germain. For the sake of 
comparison we herewith publish in parallel columns Articles 
10— 13 of the said Treaty and the relevant passages of the 
Czecho-Slovak Constitution respectively:

Czecho-Slovak ConstitutionTreaty of Saint Germain.

,,Czecho-Slovakia under
takes to organise the terri
tory of the Ruthenians to the 
south of the Carpathians — 
with frontiers as fixed by the 
Principal Allied and Asso
ciated Powers — in the form 
of a unit within the frame
work of the Czecho-Slovak 
State endowed with the 
widest possible autonomy 
compatible with the unity of 
the Czecho-Slovak State” 
(Article 10).

,,The territory of the Ru
thenians to the south of the 
Carpathians shall be granted 
an autonomous Diet. The said 
Diet shall exercise the leg
islative power in matters of 
language, education and relig
ion, as also in respect of 
questions of local administrat

es 3).
,,The territory of the Cze

cho-Slovak Republic consti
tutes a united and undivided 
territory the frontiers of 
which cannot be changed ex
cept by an Act of Constitu
tional Law” (Par. 1).

,,An inseparable consti
tuent part of this whole is 
the autonomous territory of 
Ruthenia —  on the basis of 
voluntary adherence as ascer
tained in the Treaty con
cluded at St. Germain-en- 
Laye on September 10th, 
1919, between the Allied and 
Associated Powers and the 
Czecho-Slovak Republic — 
which shall be endowed with 
the widest autonomy com
patible with the unity of 
the Czecho-Slovak Republic” 
(Par. 2).
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Lon and of all other questions 
that may be assigned to it 
by the laws of the Czecho
slovak State. The Governor 
of the territory of the Ruthe- 
nians shall be appointed by 
the President of the Czecho
slovak Republic and shall be 
responsible to the Ruthenian 
Diet" (Article 11).

„Czecho-Slovakia agrees 
that the functionaries of the 
territory of the Ruthenians 
shall be chosen as far as pos
sible from among inhabitants 
of this territory" (Article 
12).

,,Czecho-Slovakia guaran
tees the territory of the Ru
thenians an equitable repres
entation in the legislative As
sembly of the Czecho-Slovak 
Republic, to which the said 
territory shall send deputies 
elected in conformity with the 
Constitution of the Czecho
slovak Republic. Neverthe
less, these deputies shall not 
enjoy the right of voting in 
the Czecho-Slovak Diet on 
any legislative matters of 
the same character as those 
assigned to the Ruthenian 
Diet" (Article 13).

,,Ruthenia shall possess a 
Diet of her own, which shall 
elect its own Presidents” 
(Par, 3).

,,The Diet of Ruthenia 
shall be empowered to pass 
legislation dealing with laws 
relating to matters of lan
guage, education, religion and 
local administration and to 
all such matters as shall be 
referred to its sphere of 
authority by the laws of the 
Czecho-Slovak Republic. The 
laws passed by the Diet of 
Ruthenia shall, after the Pre
sident of the Republic has by 
his signature expressed his 
approval thereof, be promul
gated in a separate law ga
zette and shall be signed also 
by the Governor" (Par. 4).

,,Ruthenia must be repre
sented in the National As
sembly of the Czecho-Slovak 
Republic by an adequate 
number of Deputies (Sen
ators) as determined in the 
Czecho-Slovak Election Bye
laws" (Par. 5).

,,At the head of Ruthenia 
shall be a Governor appoint
ed by the President of the 
Czecho-Slovak Republic on 
nomination by Government 
who shall be responsible also 
to the Diet of Ruthenia" 
(Par. 6).

,,The functionaries of Ruth-
11
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enia shall as far as possible 
be recruited from among the 
inhabitants of that province" 
(Par. 7).

,,A11 details — and in par
ticular the right of parlia
mentary suffrage and the 
question of eligibility — shall 
be determined by special 
measures" (Par. 8).

,,The law passed by the 
National Assembly which fix
es the frontiers of Ruthenia 
shall form part of the Con
stitution (Charter)" (Par. 9).

We see therefore that there are divergences of a mater
ial character between the two texts. These divergences are 
the following: —

1. The Treaty of Saint Germain on all occasions spells 
the name of the new Republic with a hyphen (Czecho-Slov- 
akia), whereas the Czecho-Slovak Constitution simply drops 
the hyphen altogether. Although this divergence does not 
affect Ruthenia directly, it is nevertheless a typical symptom 
of the centralising endeavours carried on at the expense of 
the Slovaks which from the very outset inspired the Czecho
slovak legislature and are so diametrically opposed to the 
spirit of the Treaty of Saint Germain.

2. There is no trace in the Treaty of any provision 
corresponding to that contained in Par. 4 of the 
Czecho-Slovak Constitution. In the Treaty not a word is 
said about the laws passed by the Ruthenian Diet having 
to be approved or ratified by the President of the Czecho
slovak Republic. The breach of the treaty here is particularly 
manifest when we remember that § 47 of the Czecho-Slovak 
Constitution does not endow the President of the Republic 
with the right of approval or ratification — but merely with 
that of veto — in connection with laws passed by the 
Czecho-Slovak (Prague) National Assembly.

3. Nor does the Constitution contain any provision
12
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corresponding to the stipulation comprised in the second! 
sentence of Article 13 of the Treaty. This omission detracts 
from the importance of the autonomous legislative power; 
for it slurs the circumstance that in its autonomous sphere 
of activity the Ruthenian Diet is equal in rank to the 
Czecho-Slovak National Assembly. Yet the fact that the 
framers of the Treaty of Saint Germain conceived of the 
Ruthenian Diet as equal in rank in this sphere of activity 
to the Prague Parliament, is proved by Article 13 speaking 
of both bodies alike as “Diets",

4. Whereas under the Treaty the Governor was to be 
appointed direct by the President of the Republic and was 
to be responsible solely and exclusively to the autonomous. 
Diet, according to the Czecho-Slovak Constitution the 
appointment is to be made on the proposal of the (Prague) 
Government, while the Governor is responsible also to the 
Ruthenian Diet. The treaty conceived of the Governor as the 
head of the autonomous executive power and equal in rank 
in his autonomous sphere of authority to the Prague Govern
ment, being responsible exclusively to the autonomous Diet 
in the same manner as the Prague Government is responsible 
to the Prague National Assembly. The treaty therefore 
intended Ruthenia to be granted a parliamentary — or at 
least a constitutional — form of government the head of 
which was to be a Governor entirely independent of the 
Prague Cabinet. The Czecho-Slovak Constitution, on the 
contrary, has made the Governor an organ dependent upon 
the Prague Government, an interpretation thrown even more 
strikingly into relief by the use of the word "also", the 
insertion of which means that under the Czecho-Slovak 
Constitution the Governor is responsible, not only to the 
autonomous Diet, but to some other factor too — evidently 
the Prague Government — , that denoting that instead of 
being a political dignitary he is merely an official required 
to obey the instructions of the Prague Government.

* *
*

The above comments are no doubt of a purely theoretical 
significance; for — a fact that has to be repeated over and.
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over again — not a single letter of the provisions contained 
in § 3 of the Czecho-Slovak Constitution has been put into 
practice. Though eighteen years have passed since the Con
stitution was put into force, no attempt has yet been made 
to draft even those laws prescribed in § 3 which were on the 
one hand, by way of preparation for the convening of the 
Ruthenian Diet, to determine the regulations relating to the 
active right of suffrage and to the conditions of eligibility 
to membership of the Diet, and on the other hand to fix the 
frontiers of Ruthenia within the framework of the Republic.

The western frontier of Ruthenia — that separating 
that province from Slovakia — has not yet been demarcated. 
The Principal Allied and Associated Powers did not de
termine this frontier at the Peace Conference. No treaty 
relating to this point was concluded between them and the 
Czecho-Slovak Republic respectively. Nor is there any 
Czecho-Slovak law for adjusting the frontier question. Prague 
has deliberately left the regulation of this question by law 
an open question in order to make it a permanent bone of 
contention between Ruthenians and Slovaks. Order in 
Council No. 378 ex 1922 attached to Slovakia those parts of 
the Nagyberezna Hundred which by the “General Statute" 
to be dealt with below had been incorporated in Ruthenia. The 
Ruthenians protested energetically against this measure. 
Their protest was fully justified, particularly in view of the 
fact that in terms of the Scranton Resolution the Counties 
of Zemplen, Saros, Abauj and Szepes lying to the west of 
the present Ruthenian-Slovak frontier belong to Ruthenia; 
and in terms of the Ungvar Resolution taken on May 16th, 
1919, the western frontier of Ruthenia should extend as far as 
the rivers Hernad and Tarca and as the 61ublo (Stara Lu- 
bovna) Hundred, that meaning the inclusion within Ruthenia 
of the County of Szepes or rather of certain parts of that 
county. Now the Treaty of Saint Germain speaks expressly 
of “the territory of the Ruthenians lying to the south of the 
Carpathians" ( “le territoire des Ruthenes au Sud des Car- 
pathes"), so that under that treaty too the parts of the 
counties enumerated above which are inhabited by Ruthen
ians should undoubtedly belong to Ruthenia.

14
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In the first two years following the coming into force of 
the Czecho-Slovak Constitution it seemed as if Prague was 
anxious to grant Ruthenia, if not the autonomy conforming 
in every respect to the letter and spirit of the Treaty, at 
any rate some kind of restricted political autonomy.

At the end of 1919 the French General Hennocque, 
commanding the troops in Ruthenia, issued a proclamation 
notifying the people of the contents of the "General Statute” 
(Order No. 26,536 ex 1919), which, however, not having ever 
been promulgated in the Gazette of Czecho-Slovak Laws 
and Orders, is not a source of Czecho-Slovak constitutional 
law. Article IV. of this Statute ordained the appointment, 
not of a Governor, but of a provisional Administrator and 
of a provisional Directory to act as advisers to the said 
Administrator. The advisory powers of the Directory ex
tended to matters of language, education and religion, and 
to local administration, as also to the distribution and recall 
of the officials entrusted with the executive agenda in all 
such matters. The appointment of the officials was reserved 
for the Administrator; and it was to him that they were 
subordinated and made responsible. In the event of any 
difference of opinion between the Administrator and the 
Directory the question at dispute was to submitted to the 
President of the Republic or to his authorised representative, 
whose decision was to be final and binding in law.

The Czech Brejcha was appointed Administrator after 
the Statute had been issued. The office of President of the 
Directory was given to the Ruthenian Gregory 2atkovic, of 
whom mention has already been made. He had returned 
home from America for the purpose of co-operating in the 
work of carrying the autonomy of his country into effect. 
This distribution of roles in itself suffices to show that 
Prague was determined from the very outset to evade the 
provisions of the Treaty of Saint Germain. For the power 
was placed in the hands of a Czech Administrator, while 
the Directory put under Ruthenian control was merely an 
advisory body. And in any case the institutions of Ad
ministrator and Directory, as well as the sphere of authority 
assigned to the President or his duly authorised represent
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ative —  form ally m erely the role of arbitrator, but in reality  
the power of suprem e executive —  w ere a direct defiance of 
the provisions of the T reaty of Saint Germ ain and indeed  
of the C zecho-Slovak Constution itself, both of which 
stipulated that the executive pow er was to be concentrated
in the hands of the autonomous D iet (in Ruthenian “ S o y m ") .3

* *
*

The “General Statute" was very shortly replaced by 
Order in Council No. 356 ex 1920 (the so-called “Provisional 
Statute” ). In terms of this Order the head of Ruthenia was 
to be a provisional Governor appointed by the Head of 
State on the nomination of the Government whose deputy 
was the Assistant Governor. The sphere of authority of the 
Governor was to comprise the representation of Ruthenia 
in discussions with the Government, the direction of the dis
cussions of the Governing Council, the signature of ordinances 
issued by the civil administration (civilni sprava), the 
appointment of the officials of church and local administra
tion nominated by the competent rapporteur (the nominations 
to be countersigned by the Assistant Governor), except where 
such appointment was reserved for the Head of State, the 
Government or the autonomous factors, the appointment of 
non-State teachers (up to and including those ranked in 
Class VII.), the presentation of proposals relating to the 
promotion of other judges and officials, the procural of 
reports from the Assistant Governor and through the agency 
of the said Assistant Governor from the persons reporting 
on matters of civil administration, as also the suspension 
and the submission to the decision of Government measures 
taken by the Assistant Governor involving an infraction of 
the Constitution or of other laws or prejudicing the interests 
of Ruthenia.

But the A ssistan t Governor was the chief of the rap
porteurs attached to the civil administration and of the sub
ordinate authorities; he had to countersign every official act 
of the G overnor: and if in any question they failed to agree,

3 See Dr. Flachbarth E rno: ,,Ruszinszko autonomiaja a nemzetkozi 
jog es a csehszlov&k alkotmanyjog szempontjabol". Miskolc, 1934., 
p. 23—24.

17 2



DANUBIAN REVIEW

he was to submit the matter to the decision of the Govern
ment. The said Order also organised the Governing Council 
consisting of 10 elected Members and 4 Members appointed 
by Government on which — in addition to the Governor and 
Assistant Governor — 6 Members possessing the right to 
vote sat as representatives of the civil administration, the 
result being that the Government always had the majority 
of the said body at its disposal in advance. And in any case 
the sphere of authority of the Governing Council extended 
only to declarations or statements in questions submitted to 
it by the Government or the Governor or Assistant Governor 
respectively. In principle the civil administration should 
have been required to submit to the Council all the 
ordinances issued by it; but this provision was almost com
pletely neutralised and its value nullified by the proviso 
that in urgent cases the ordinances might be made public 
before being submitted to the Council, whose approval could 
be secured subsequently.

After the publication of the said Order Gregory 2atko- 
vic was appointed Governor and the Czech Ehrenfeld 
Assistant Governor. The former was given the title; but the 
actual power was put in the hands of the latter. For, as may 
be seen from what has been said above, the executive power 
—  except in cases where that power was reserved for Prague 
as final forum — was exercised by the Assistant Governor 
and the civil administration under his control. What fell to 
the share of the Governor was rather representative duties; 
and in most of the matters referred to his sphere of authority 
it was only on representations made by the Assistant Gov
ernor that he was able to act at all, while in the event of 
a difference of opinion it was not his will, but the will of 
Prague, that was enforced. Gregory 2atkovic was very soon 
compelled to realise the subordinate role that had been allot
ted to him by the side of Ehrenfeld; and in May, 1921, he 
resigned office as Governor and returned to the U. S . A . ,  
where he once more set up as a lawyer. But before doing 
so he drafted the memorandum entitled “The Report sub
mitted on May 16th., 1921, to the Czecho-Slovak Govern
ment by Gregory Zatkovic Whilom Governor of Ruthenia”
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in which he disclosed the hideous game being played by 
Prague with the autonomy of Ruthenia and with the inter
national treaty guaranteeing that autonomy.4

* *
*

Afer the resignation of 2atkovic the office of Governor 
was not filled. During the next five years the affairs of 
Ruthenia were managed by the civil administration without 
the very remotest legal basis and by the Czech head of that 
administration, Ehrenfeld, and — after 1925 — by an 
Assistant Governor (also a Czech by race of the name of 
Rozsypal), who never convened the Governing Council to 
co-operate in the work of administration. In 1923 a Ruthenian 
of the name of Beskid was indeed appointed Governor; but 

no account whatsoever was taken even of the Governor's 
sphere of authority guaranteed in Order in Council No. 356 
ex 1920, the result being that the new Governor possessed 
the title, but lacked all the legal and actual power, of 
Governor.

Notwithstanding the provisions contained in Article 13 
of the Treaty of Saint Germain and of Paragraph 5. of § 3 
of the Czecho-Slovak Constitution, Ruthenia was not given 
any representation whatsoever in the Czecho-Slovak National 
Assembly — let alone the "equitable representation" 
stipulated in those provisions. For the 1920 Czecho-Slovak 
parliamentary elections did not extend to this territory. It 
was only in the spring of 1924 that Ruthenia was first given 
an opportunity to vote at elections of the kind; but that 
province has not even yet an “equitable representation", 
seeing that in terms of Laws 123 and 124 of 1920 Ruthenia 
sends only 9 Deputies and 4 Senators to sit in the Czecho
slovak Parliament, although her ratio of population would 
entitle her to elect 15 Deputies and 8 Senators.

In 1926 Order in Council No. 84 ex 1926 completely 
invalidated Order in Council No. 356 ex 1920 and organised 
Ruthenia too as a “ large county" (zupa) on the model of 
the “ large counties" already organised in Slovakia under 
the relevant law; furthermore, in order to show that there was

4 See Flachbarth: „Ruszinszk6 autonomiaja" etc., p. 24—25.
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no idea of giving Ruthenia even the appearance of autonomy, 
the town selected as Capital of that province was not Ungvar 
(Uzhorod), the embodiment of Ruthenian traditions, but 
Munkacs (Mukacevo). The “ large county” was put under 
the direction of an official (zupan) exclusively dependent 
upon Government by the side of whom the county assembly 
played only the subordinate role of consultative body, no 
political question being allowed to figure among its agenda. 
One-fourth of the members of this assembly were appointed 
by Government, and in addition numerous officials were 
members ex officio, so that the Government had not much 
trouble to secure a safe majority. Beskid remained Governor 
in name, but he did not possess one jot or tittle of legal or 
actual power. The Czecho-Slovak legislature did not think 
it necessary even to demarcate his sphere of authority in 
dealings with the zupan. The dignity of governor was there
fore a veritable farce; and the Governor did not even possess 
the power to appoint an office messenger.

The cause of the autonomy of Ruthenia was not im
proved — was indeed seriously injured — by Law 125 of 
1927 — the so-called “Public Administration Reform". This 
Law divided Czecho-Slovakia into four provinces — Bohemia 
proper, Moravia-Silesia, Slovakia and Ruthenia. The sphere 
of authority of these provinces, however, tallied completely 
with that of the "large counties", —  that meaning that it 
did not extend to the discussion of any form of political 
question. The proportion of members of the provincial 
assemblies appointed by Government was to be, not one- 
fourth, but one-third, the result being that the Government 
was sure in advance of securing a majority. After the coming 
into force of this new Law Ruthenia was given a Provincial 
President (with a sphere of authority corresponding to that 
of the zupan of previous days, that making him merely a 
Government official); and the first President appointed was 
Rozsypal, the person of Czech nationality who had previously 
been Assistant Governor and who therefore continued to be 
the head of the administration. From this time onward the 
office of Governor continued to be a title without authority. 
And for a long time after the death of Beskid in 1933 there
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was no one to flaunt the title, until Constantine Hrabar was 
appointed Governor, though for the moment he too is with
out any power.

We see then that the exceptionally restricted autonomy 
granted first by the “ large county” and then by the provincial 
system, has nothing whatsoever in common with the autonomy 
guaranteed Ruthenia in the Treaty of Saint Germain and 
indeed in the Czecho-Slovak Constitution itself. It is a kind 
of local self-government; not political, territorial autonomy. 
The public administration of Ruthenia has been made on the 
model of those of the other provinces of the Czecho-Slovak 
State; whereas the object of the Treaty of Saint Germain 
was after all nothing more or less than to ensure Ruthenia 
a different form of public administration and autonomy, 
more independent than that of the other territories of 
Czecho-Slovakia.

* *
*

Last year Law  172 of 1937 at long last ensured the 
Governor some sort of authority.

Under this Law the Governor is appointed — or recal
led, as the case may be — by the President of the Republic 
on the proposal of the Czecho-Slovak Government; and, 
until the autonomous Diet has been constituted, the Governor 
is responsible solely and exclusively to the Czecho-Slovak 
Government, though after that has taken place he is to be 
responsible also to the "sojm” (Ruthenian Diet). This mea
sure is evidently in defiance of the relevant provision of the 
Minority Treaty.

The Governor president at meetings of the provincial 
representative assembly and of the provincial committee. He 
has the right to express his opinion concerning the appoint
ments to offices in the public administration and on the 
proposal of the Provincial Office confirms the Mayors of 
Ungvar (Uzhorod) and Munkacs (Mukacevo) and the election 
of the parish magistrates. (These latter agenda formerly 
belonged to the sphere of authority of the Minister of 
the Interior). In the event of the dissolution of parish 
representative bodies he takes the measures to provide for 
the provisional management of the parish affairs — in other
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words to appoint the respective Government Commissioner.
In religious matters the Governor has the right to decide 

respecting the claims of the Parties in cases in which the 
decision previously rested with the Provincial Office, his 
right to decide in the matter of financial claims against the 
State to be contingent on the views expressed by the Pro
vincial Office. He is entitled to exercise the right of pre
sentation to ecclesiastical benefices under the patronage 
of the Central Ministry of Education or of State undertak
ings, provided that the Ministry of Education has approved 
of the appointment of the persons in question. Subject to 
similar conditions he is entitled to approve the appointment 
of functionaries of denominations authorised by the State, — 
though all those functionaries are excepted whose sphere of 
activity extends to the whole province or to an even larger 
area.

In educational matters (with the exception of the agri
cultural schools) the Governor appoints the teachers of the 
State elementary schools and the teachers of the infant 
schools, as also the inspectors of schools, but only on the 
proposal of the Provincial Office. He has not the right to 
appoint teachers of State secondary schools except in cases 
where this right is not reserved for the Government or the 
President of the Republic, — that meaning that he can 
exercise this right only in the most exceptional cases. In 
the case of agricultural vocational schools he cannot make 
appointments except with the approval of the Minister of 
Agriculture. In respect of the appointment of other members 
of teaching staffs he is entitled only to state his opinion.

In linguistic matters the only right devolving on the 
Governor is that of approving Russian and Little-Russian 
schoolbooks as far as their language. Apart from that, all he 
is entitled to do is to submit proposals and his opinion to 
the central authorities and to require other authorities to 
present reports.

We see, therefore, that in his own sphere of authority 
the only rights reserved to the Governor are that of approving 
and licencing schoolbooks as far as their language and that 
of decision in unimportant church and religious questions.
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Now, seeing that the Governor is responsible exclusively to 
the Prague Government, his functions even in this very 
restricted sphere of activity are not those of the organ of an 
autonomous self-government, but of an official subordinated 
to the Prague Government.

Let us now compare this sphere of authority with that 
of the Governor ensured in the Minority Treaty or even in 
the Czecho-Slovak Constitution: such a comparison convinces 
us at once that the two spheres of authority have nothing 
whatsoever to do with one another. The Minority Treaty 
conceived of the Governor as the head of parliamentary 
government functioning in an autonomous sphere of activity 
and responsible solely and exclusively to the “sojm" (or 
Ruthenian Diet); and even the Czecho-Slovak Constitution 
provided him with a jurisdiction similar to that exercised 
by the Prime Minister in a State governed, if not by a 
parliamentary system, at least constitutionally. As against 
this, Law 172 of 1937 has reserved to the Governor a sphere 
of authority not exceeding that of the head of a department 
in a ministry.

The new Law has organised a Governing Council at
tached to the Governor the sphere of activity of which is 
also restricted to the expression of opinion in those ques
tions which belong to the jurisdiction of the Governor. This 
Governing Council is therefore simply a consultative body; 
whereas both the Minority Treaty and the Czecho-Slovak 
Constitution postulate the organisation of a Diet with legisla
tive powers functioning autonomously. This Governing Council 
consists of the Members of the Provincial Committee, 
of nine Members elected by the Provincial represen
tative assembly and of nine Members appointed by the 
Czecho-Slovak Government. Seeing that under the 1927 
Public Administration Law six of the eighteen Members of the 
Ruthenian Provincial representative assembly are appointed 
by the Prague Government, all the Government parties have 
to do is to obtain at least three of the seats on the Pro
vincial representative assembly filled by election in order to 
be able to secure the majority in the Governing Council. The 
new Law has thrown into relief the purely administrative 
character of the Governing Council also by proclaiming in
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advance that the meetings of the Governing Council shall 
be held in camera and by authorising the central Govern
ment to dissolve the Council.

The new Law does not therefore advance matters one 
single step towards a realisation of the political and territo
rial autonomy ensured in the Minority Treaty and even in 
the Czecho-Slovak Constitution; it has merely put into force 
an adminisrative de-centralisation of an extremely limited 
extent.

* *
*

In closing our discussion of the points of constitutional 
law we would note the following facts:

As we have seen, the Minority Treaty and the Czecho
slovak Constitution referred to the jurisdiction of the auto
nomous self-govering body of Ruthenia the following matters:
a) the linguistic question; b) religion; c) education; and 
d) local administration. As against this legal situation the 
actual situation is as follows:

a) Language. As against the Minority Treaty and the 
Constitution, in terms of which the linguistic questions are 
to be adjusted by the autonomous Diet, during the past 
twenty years the work of adjustment has been monopolised 
by the Czecho-Slovak National Assembly and the Czecho
slovak Government, which have in consequence brought 
into being in this territory a linguistic chaos quite unknown 
in the days of the Hungarian regime. For the Czecho-Slovak 
Government supplemented the use of the Russian language 
proper — that in general use among the priests and other 
mebers of the intellectual classes living in Ruthenia — by 
transferring from Galicia to Ruthenia too the Ukrainian 
(Little Russian) literary language, doing so partly for the 
purpose of counteracting the influence of the Russian Soviet, 
with which Czecho-Slovakia was not at the time on friendly 
terms, partly to annoy the anti-Ukrainian Poles, and partly 
also to introduce dissension among the autochthonous Ruthe- 
nians and to thereby enforce the old principle of “divide et 
impera” ; for the purpose of spreading a knowledge of that 
language and extending its influence the Prague Government
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engaged officials and teachers galore who had had to flee 
from Russian Ukrainia and from Galicia, and indeed actually 
established a Ukrainian university in Prague. Later on, in 
order to enhance the confusion, the Government encouraged 
the movement for securing the development of the local 
dialect into a literary language, hoping that thereby it would 
prove possible to introduce into a dialect poor in technical 
terms Czech words and expressions and thus to pave the 
way for the czechisation of the Ruthenian people. The lingu
istic chaos thus brought forcibly into being — with the details 
of which we shall deal later on, in section II. of this article 
—  is reflected also in the Czecho-Slovak laws and ordinances.

The ‘ ‘General Statute'’ originally provided that the 
official language of Ruthenia was to be the “people's 
language” . In terms of § 6 of the Language Act (Law 122 of 
1920), this question was to be adjusted in a manner compa
tible with the unity of the Czecho-Slovak State. However, 
until such time as the autonomous Diet should assemble, — 
it has not yet done so — , the Law in question was to be 
applied “with special regard for the peculiar linguistic condi
tions of this territory” . It would be far cry to deal ex
haustively with the provisions of the Language Act; we shall 
therefore confine ourselves to pointing out that under that 
Act the official language of the State is Czecho-Slovak, 
which is therefore the official language in Ruthenia too, the 
Ruthenians being entitled only to the linguistic rights enjoyed 
by the linguistic minorities generally, — viz. the right to 
use their own languages before the courts of law and the 
administrative authorities, provided however that the 
minority in question represents not less than 20% of the 
population of the area over which the respective court of 
law or authority has jurisdiction.

Somewhat more extensive in theory were the rights 
ensured the Ruthenians by § 100 of Order in Council No. 
17 ex 1926. For the said provision ensures the Russian and 
Little Russian languages — as against the languages of the 
other minorities — the following special benefits:

1. Courts of law and administrative authorities are 
required to accept and deal with applications written in
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these languages even in places where the Ruthenians do not 
represent even 20% of the population;

2. All autonomous authorities and corporations are 
required to accept applications written in these languages, 
which must be dealt with also in the said languages. These 
languages may always be used at their meetings; and motions 
and proposals presented in these languages must be put up 
for discussion (Order in Council No. 229 ex 1928 extended 
this principle also to provincial and district (hundred) 
representative assemblies.

The dominant language in Ruthenia — where even ac
cording to the data of the 1930 Census there are 447.000 
Ruthenians and only 34.000 Czechs and Slovaks — is still 
the “Czecho-Slovak” language. Practical importance attaches 
to the provisions referred to above only in the case of the 
autonomous bodies where there is no absolute or even 
relative majority of Ruthenians; in the public administration, 
however, and in the administration of justice they have very 
little practical value, for in the whole of Ruthenia there 
is only one single district (hundred) not containing 20% of 
Ruthenians. We see, therefore, that this Order also infringes 
the provisions of the Minority Treaty and of the Czecho
slovak Constitution, — if only because under those provisions 
the Czecho-Slovak Government was not in any way entitled 
to issue an Order in Council regulating the linguistic question 
of Ruthenia.

A  point requiring to be specially stressed is that the 
Order in Council leaves absolutely open the question of the 
relative position of the languages, seeing that it refers jointly 
to the Russian and Little Russian (Ukrainian) languages, 
making it doubtful whether the authorities are required to 
deal with the applications handed in to them in either of 
these languages in Russian or in Ukrainian? According to 
the Czech Professor Peska this Order was the root cause 
of the vacillation as between the Russian and Ukrainian 
movements; and he admits that he is also unable to under
stand what was the object of the Order in “making this 
strange juxtaposition’’.5

5 See Dr. Zdenek P eska : "Narodni mensiny o Ceskoslovensko”
(Bratislava, 1932), p. 218.
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b) Religion. The legislative power is exercised ex
clusively by the Prague Parliament, while the executive po
wer is in the hands of the Czecho-Slovak Government. Law 
96 of 1925 — that relating to the relations between religious 
denominations — is in force in respect of Ruthenia too. Law 
172 of 1937, as we have seen, did indeed confer on the 
Governor — subject to the approval of the central Ministry 
of Education — the right of presentation to benefices under 
the patronage of the State; but in these cases the right exer
cised by the Governor is not political, but a private right 
enjoyed by him under canon law. For the patronage of 
benefices may be exercised, not only by the State or some 
public body, but also by every person, — even by persons 
who are not Roman Catholics.

c) Education (School Matters). Here too the legislative 
power is exercised by the Prague Parliament, The educa
tional laws passed by that body are in force in respect of 
Ruthenia too. The executive power is concentrated in the 
hands of the Prague Ministry of Schools (Education), the 
Ruthenian organ of which is the school rapporteur's office 
in Ungvar (Uzhorod). The only independent sphere of 
authority conferred on the Governor by Law 172 of 1937 is 
that relating to the appointment of the teachers of State 
elementary and infant schools and of the inspectors of de
nominational schools.

According to the “General Statute” the language of 
instruction should also have been the “people's language". 
Since the invalidation of the Statute no attempt has been 
made to adjust by law the question of the language of 
instruction,

d) Local Administration. We have already described the 
development of the public administration of Ruthenia; for 
that reason we shall only add the following points — for 
the sake of completeness: — The administrative laws passed 
by the Prague National Assembly are in force in respect of 
Ruthenia too. This is the case, for example, with Law 62 of 
1925 too, in terms of which the mayors of Ungvar (Uzhorod) 
and Munkacs (Mukacevo), the two corporate boroughs lying 
in Ruthenian territory, are not to be elected by the town
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representative assemblies, but appointed by the Czecho
slovak Government, whereas in Bohemia and Moravia-Silesia 
the mayors of towns of this status are elected by the town 
representative assemblies. This provision was amended by 
Law 172 of 1937, in that under the latter the right of appoint
ment is exercised by the Governor. In Ruthenia, therefore, 
even the autonomy of the towns is more restricted in 
character than in the ‘ ‘historical provinces” . Beregszasz 
(Berehovo) was by the Czecho-Slovak Law No. 62 of 1925 
degraded to the status of ‘‘large village” .

The laws dealing with local administration are carried 
into effect by the Prague Government —  the executive officer 
in this connection being still the provincial president, not the 
Governor.

The fact may therefore be established that even after 
the putting into force of Law 172 of 1927 the actual situation 
still involves a contravention of the provisions of the Minority 
Treaty and the Czecho-Slovak Constitution.

Nor has Ruthenia been granted those rights governing her 
relations with the central State power which were ensured 
her both by the Minority Treaty and by the Constitution. 
Whereas in terms of the latter Ruthenia should be “equitably” 
represented in the National Assembly of the Czecho-Slovak 
Republic, as a matter of fact Ruthenia is not represented in 
that assembly by a number of deputies and senators cor
responding to her quota of the whole population of the 
Republic. To give an instance: at the 1929 parliamentary 
elections the number of votes required to secure a seat in the 
constituency of Ungvar was 29,591; whereas the number re
quired in Ward I. of Prague was only 20,673, and that 
required in Ward II. 22,211. At the election of senators the 
quota required to secure a seat was 47,188 at Ungvar and 
37,689 at Prague.

According to both the Minority Treaty and the Constitu
tion in Ruthenia the State officials too must as far as possible 
be appointed from among the local inhabitants. In reality, 
however, — as proved also by one of the “ Observations” 6

6 See Dr. Ewald A m m ende: "Die Nationalitaten in den Staaten 
Europas” (Leipzig: 1931), p. 261.
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submitted to the League of Nations by the Czecho-Slovak 
Government — in the political administration there were at 
the time in active service only 235 officials of “other” 
nationality as against 328 Czechs and Slovaks. The ratio in 
the revenue service was 1192 (Czechs and Slovaks) to 128 
(“others"); in the administration 306 to 157. It should be 
noted, however, that the persons of "other” (i. e. non-“Czecho- 
Slovak” ) nationality include large numbers of Russian and 
Ukrainian refugees, of Hungarian Communists and other 
"refugees” admitted to Czecho-Slovak service and the Sudeta 
Germans too, so that the ratio of the autochtonous in
habitants is far worse still. And since the presentation of 
the said "Observation" there has been a further deterioration.

(To be continued.)
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P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C
LORD RUNCIMAN'S VISIT TO PRAGUE

B u d a p est, J u ly  31st.

J u ly  has g on e to o  w ith ou t the D ra ft N a tion a lity  Statute  
(C h a rter) ann oun ced  m onths ago having been  m ade public. N o r  
m a y w e ex p e c t the C ze ch o -S lo v a k  P arliam ent to begin the d is
cu ssion  o f the S tatu te b e fo re  the en d  o f A u g u st. A l l  that ive  
k n ow  n ow  is certain d eta ils o f  that S tatu te and o f  the new  
Language A c t  and the A d m in istra tion  R efo rm  A c t ;  that too  
o n ly  fro m  referen ces in the P ress . H o w e v e r , even  th ese few  
d eta ils  enable us to ascertain that the D ra ft B ills  p repa red  b y  
th e G o v ern m en t are n ot v e r y  lik ely  to b e  a ccep ta ble  to the 
n o n -C zech  nationalities, seein g  that th ey  are d ia m etrica lly o p 

p o se d  to the d em a nd s put forw a rd  b y  th ose nationalities and to 
the requ irem en ts p o stu la ted  b y  the p resen t situation.

U n d er such circu m sta nces the task awaiting L o rd  R unci- 
m an, w ho is to arrive in P ragu e sh o rtly , is no ea sy  one. 
G ra tefu l as the w o rld  m ust be to G rea t Britain fo r  her having  
—  after last m onth  rep ea ted ly  bringing p ressu re to bear on the 
P rague G o v ern m en t to en sure an urgent solu tion  o f the nationa
lity  question  —  sent this em in en t British  statesm an to C ze ch o 
slo v a k ia , w e  cannot but fe e l  a n xiou s w h eth er the n oble  lord , 
w h o se  m ission  to P rague has n ot y e t  been  ex a c tly  d escrib ed , —  
w h eth er this con fid en tia l rep resen ta tive  o f the British  G o v e r n 
m en t, w ho is to treat o n ly  in the ca p a city  o f  a private individual, 
w ill p ro v e  able to persua d e the C ze ch o -S lo v a k  G o vern m en t to 
break w ith the rigid attitude it has so  far a d op ted , to abandon  
its in sisten ce on  the u tterly  o u t -o f-d a te  catchphrases and th eses  
enunciated  in the yea rs  1918— 1920, and to agree to  an am en d e- 
m ent o f  the 1920  C on stitu tion  —  w hich w as in a ny case d rafted  
w ith ou t the c o -o p era tio n  o f  the n o n -C zech  nationalities —  calcu
la ted  to sa tisfy  all the nationalities o f  C zech o -S lo v a k ia  alike, —
i. e. not o n ly  th e Sudeta  G erm a n s, but the M a gya rs, S lo va k s, 
R uthenians and P o le s  to o . F o r , though it m a y perhaps be p o s 
sib le  to maintain the p resen t sta te  o f things fo r  a sh ort tim e  
w ith the h elp  o f  the p o w er  o f  the b a yo n et and o f an arsenal
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o f guns, unless the legitim ate d em a n d s o f  the n on -C zech  nationa
lities are co m p lied  w ith , th ere can b e  no qu estion  o f  elim inating  
fro m  the R ep u blic  th ose  ex p a n sive  fo r c e s  which are bou n d  so o n er  
or later —  even  though unarm ed  —  to trium ph o v er  the b a yon ets  
and the guns w ith w hich th ey  are fo r  the m om en t held  in check.

L ord  R uncim an w ill during the com in g  d a ys  and w eek s  
c o m e  in touch w ith the rep resen ta tives o f  the n o n -C zech  n atio
nalities o f C ze ch o -S lo v a k ia  and w ill thus ascertain the c o m 
plaints and the d em a nd s o f th ose nationalities. W ith  this k n o w 
led g e  in his p o ssessio n  he w ill u n d o u b ted ly  con vin ce  h im self o f  
th e fact that the v iew  still rather c o m m o n ly  held  in the W e s t  
—  to the e ffec t  that "C z e c h o -S lo v a k ia  is the o n ly  pillar o f  
d em o cra ry  to the E ast o f th e R h in e"  —  is n ot in keepin g  w ith  
the facts. A m o n g  th em selves  the C zech s are no d ou bt g o o d  
d em o cra ts  enough, n ot a ckow led gin g  any d ifferen ces o f  esta te  
or class as betw een  C z e ch s ; but ou tsid e the C zech  settlem en t  
area, w hich occu p ies o n ly  a re la tive ly  sm all part o f the R ep u blic , 
this d em o cra ry  b ec o m es  som eth in g  quite d ifferen t. A  State  
w hich in advance regards e v e r y  p erson  o f a nationality oth er than 
that o f  the ruling nation as u n tru stw orth y and has e v e r y  step  
m a d e b y  him w a tch ed  w ith  su spicion , —  w hich restricts adm i
n istrative, econ om ic  and church a u to n o m y to m uch n arrow er  
lim its than th ose in fo r c e  in p r e -W a r  A u stria , —  w hich has 
a lrea d y throw n into prison  or driven  into ex ile  so  m any o f its 
citizen s, —  w hich has d e v e lo p e d  the scien ce o f cen sorsh ip  to a 
d eg ree  hitherto unparalleled , —  in w hich th e grea ter part o f  
the territories inhabited b y  n o n -C zech  nationalities is being ad
m in istered  to d a y , in d a ys  o f  p ea ce, as w ar zon es, —  and w hich  
instead o f furthering the w ell-b ein g  o f  all its citizen s alike  
c o n sisten tly  fleeces  its n o n -C zech  citizen s and red u ces th em  to  
the brink o f  a bsolute m aterial ruin, —  a State o f this kind cannot 
p o ssib ly  be rega rded  as a d em ocra tic  S tate, in w h a tever sen se  
that term  m a y b e  used.

A s  w e  learn from  the section  o f M r . L lo y d  G e o r g e ’s 
R em in iscen ces w hich a pp ea red  in the J u ly  25th . issue o f  the 
" D a ily  T elegra p h ” , the C zech s at the P ea ce C o n feren ce  p rom ised  
the n on -C zech  nationalities e v e r y  con ceiva ble  ben efit and co n 
cess io n ; and since that tim e th ey  have in lik e m anner uninter
ru p ted ly  abu sed  the term  "d e m o c r a c y " . W h a t th ey  p rom ised  w as  
in d eed  d em o c ra c y ; but what th ey  put into practice w as m ere ly  
the a bsolutism  o f  10— 12 C zech  p a rty  lea d ers and other leading  
C zech  persona lities. N o  w o n d er  that the n on -C zech  nationalities  
o f  C zech o -S lo va k ia  have had enough  o f p rom ises  and fine w ord s  
and no lon ger trust a ny d ocu m en ts, h o w ev er  ser io u sly  sea led , 
but d esire to obtain reliable and infallible guarantees.

It  w ill be the task o f  L o rd  R uncim an to secu re the non - 
C zech  nationalities th ese guarantees. F o r , if he fa ils to do so ,
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the C zech  question  —  the m o st burning qu estion  o f E u rop e tod a y  
—  cannot p o ssib ly  be so lv e d  as co n ceiv ed  in L on d on .

L ord  H a lifa x  on the M issio n  o f  L ord  Runcim an

On 27th July Lord Halifax, Secretary of Foreign Affairs 
delivered a speech in the House of Lords. This speech contains 
on the Czech question the following passages:

"T h e  p roblem  w as h ow  to find b y  p ea cefu l m eans a w a y o f  
con ferrin g  a substantial m ea sure o f self-a dm in istration  upon the  
G erm an  popu la tion  and w ith  them  the other popu la tion s, such  
as the P olish  and the Hungarian, w ho liv ed  within the C ze ch o slo 
vak bord ers and p o sse sse d  C zech o slo v a k  citizenship . T he p roblem  
w a s a v e r y  real on e and o f a kind o f w hich w e w ere  n ot w ithout 
ex p erien ce .

A c co rd in g ly  his M a je s ty ’s G o v ern m en t, acting c lo s e ly  with  
the F rench  G o v ern m en t a greed  in resp o n se  to the C zech oslova k  
G o v ern m en t to take the action w hich had been  d eta iled  b y  the 
P rim e M in ister , and H is  M a y e s t y ’s G o v ern m en t had been  fortunate  
in enlisting the assistance o f  L ord  R uncim an. H e  w as in a position  
to  sa y  that the S u d eten  lea d ers had rec e iv ed  the idea fa vou rably, 
and he h op ed , so  far as he cou ld  at the p resen t ju d ge , that the 
w a y  seem ed  to b e  clear fo r  L o rd  Runcim an to p ro ceed  on his 
m o st publicspirited  and p atriotic  m ission .

T h e  G o v erm en t fe lt  that L o r d  Runcim an brought to  his 
task o f in d epen d en t investigation  and m ediation  m any qualities 
w hich th ose w ho had had the o p p ortu n ity  o f w orking m ost  
c lo s e ly  w ith him w ere  in the b est p osition  to appraise, and  
w hich w ere  su ffic ien tly  w ell know n to his cou n trym en  to secu re  
fo r  him all the g o o d  w ish es fo r  which L o rd  S nell a sked . L ord  
R uncim an s  status w hen  h e w en t to C zech oslova k ia  w o u ld  be one  
o f co m p lete  in d ep en d en ce o f H is M a je s ty ’s  G o v ern m en t, and that 
w as n ot a v e r y  d ifficult status fo r  eith er him or the G overn m en t  
to  maintain.

“ I  have m ade it quite plain to  him and quite plain also  
to  all th ose con cern ed  that he w as in no w a y  going as a rep re
sen ta tive  o f  or on behalf o f  H is M a je s ty ’s  G o vern m en t, nor do  
w e  take a ny resp o n sib ility  fo r  w hat m a y b e  the su ggestion s that 
he m a y m ake. H is function  as I  see  it w ill be to in form  public  
opinion  not o n ly  in this co u n try  but in m a ny other countries, but, 
m ore im portant, to act as m ed ia tor and bring the tw o sid es  
tog eth er, to explain  perhaps w h ere there is m issapprehension  and  
co n ceiv a b ly  to m ake n ew  su gg estion s and the like. If  I  m a y I  
sh ou ld  like to tell y o u r  L ord sh ip s what L ord  Runcim an said to 
m e. H e  sa id : “/  quite understand. Y o u  are setting  m e adrift in 
a sm all boat in m id -A tla n tic .” I  said, “ That is ex a c tly  the p o si
tion .”  W e  cannot but fe e l  that a public man o f British  race, and  
s te e p e d  in B ritish  ex p erien ce  and thought, m a y have it in his
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p o w er  fo r  that rea son  to m ake a contribution  o f  quite particular  
value.

“ T h e B ritish  p e o p le  at h om e and in the D om in ion s have  
rep ea ted ly  fou n d  th em selv es  co n fro n ted  w ith  the p roblem  o f  
reconciling the unity o f  the S tate w ith the p osition  o f  m en o f  
d ifferen t race in clu ded  w ithin the b o d y  p olitic . T he B ritish  C o m 
m on w ea lth  itse lf is an outstanding ex a m p le  o f  the attainm ent o f  
sin gle u nity through great d iv ersity . I t  m a y be, and no d ou b t  
is, that the particular p ro blem  that fa ces the C zech oslova k ia n  
G o v ern m en t is n ot s tric tly  ana logous to  th ose w ith  w hich the 
B ritish  G o v ern m en t have had to d eal, but it is o f  the sam e  
ord er o f  d ifficu lty  and req u ires the sa m e kind o f  genius fo r  its  
solu tion . I t  th erefore  n atu ra lly occu rs to B ritish  thought that 
the solu tion  o f  the p ro b lem  crea ted  b y  the p osition  o f  d ifferen t  
nationalities within a sin gle S ta te  is m ost lik e ly  to  be fou n d  
through the application , in so m e  fo rm  a ppropria te to loca l co n 
d ition s, o f  the p rin ciple o f  partnership  in self-a dm in istration  b y  
w hich p ro b lem s n ot to ta lly  d issim ilar have been  so  h a p p ily  
r e so lv e d  and that in a fo rm  w hich , through th e co n ten tm en t so  
brought to  m a n y d ifferen t ra ces, has been  the s e e d  o f greater  
strength  to the w h o le  co m m u n ity  o f  w hich th ey  are part.

"P ro cee d in g , V iscou n t H a lifa x  sa id  that upon  the handl
ing o f that p ro blem  d ep en d ed  th e in terests n ot o n ly  o f  C ze ch o 
slova kia  h erself, and it w a s that fa ct w hich both  en titled  and  
co m p elled  G rea t Britain w ith  o th ers to  be in terested  in the  
treatm ent o f  it. T h e y  reco g n ized  th e ju stice  and the n ecessity  
o f change, but it w a s n on e the less  their d esire  to se e  it e ffe c te d  
b y  p ea cefu l m eans, and th e lesso n  o f  h isto ry  m ust su re ly  be that 
such an a ch ievem en t w o u ld  h ave grea ter chances o f  survival than  
a ny settlem en t im p o sed  b y  fo rc e  w hich  m ust in evita b ly  crea te  
m ore p ro b lem s than it so lv e d .

“ In  a recen t sp eech  M . D a la d ier d efin ed  the p osition  of  
his co u n try  and the obligation  that in certain even tu a lities w ou ld  
rest upon it to fu lfil its undertakings. O f  that obliga tion s the 
F rench  G o v ern m en t cou ld  a lon e b e  the in terp reter and the ju d ge. 
B u t M . D a la d ier a sserted  in clear term s his refu sa l to b eliev e  
in the in evita bility  o f war. B y  that opinion  he w o u ld  w ish  m ost  
d efin ite ly  to range his o w n ."

E nglish  A r tic le  o f  W e lc o m e  in “ Pragai M a gya r H irla p”

In its August 4th issue the “ Pragai M a g ya r  H irla p” , the 
leading organ of the Magyars of Czecho-Slovakia, published an 
article in Hungarian and English with the title “A  Welcome to 
Lord Runciman" in which that nobleman was cordially welcomed 
on his visit to Prague. The “Pragai Magyar Hirlap” was the only 
paper to welcome the British statesman in his own language.

The article in question reads as follows:
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“The moment at which his Lordship sets foot on 
Czecho-Slovakian soil is one of extraordinary importance in 
the history of post-war Europe. This mission which brings 
him to this country —  the role which he has undertaken, 
is entirely unprecedented.

"In  this part of Europe problems have literally piled 
up, on the solution of which depends the development of the 
coming years, the safety of states, the prosperity or decline 
of nations, and the peaceful and happy lives of the people 
—  or their despair.

"Twenty years ago it was believed to be possible to 
shunt off vital, effective historical forces, or to stifle them 
in their development. This cannot longer be maintained. The 
Peace Conference took into consideration only the two post
war extremes —  victory or defeat. They forgot that only 
states can be temporarily defeated —  not nations.

"The Czechoslovak republic was formed on the basis 
that the victory of the Czech, Slovak, and Rut’henian nations 
was recognised, while the German, the Hungarian, and the 
Polish nations living in this territory suffered all the moral 
and material casualties of the lost war. The activity of the 
statesmen in the course of twenty years, in building the state, 
aimed at one thing; to lay the foundations of the Czecho
slovak national existence at the expense of the Germans, 
Hungarians, and Poles. This development is unhealthy and 
unnatural, and was bound to end in conflicts. To arrive at 
this, it had been sufficient to alter the balance of the Great 
Powers directing Europe's history. The events in March this 
year brought into clear light this altered balance, and thus 
the Czechoslovakian problem was cast up.

"The world knows this problem as the German— Czecho
slovak problem, but those who are living here, or who oc
cupy themselves more thoroughly with the existing situation, 
must know that the setting out of the problem is not anyth
ing like so simple as that.

“There is not only a German— Czechoslovak problem, 
but also a Hungarian— Czechoslovak problem, a Polish—  
Czechoslovak problem, and even a Slovak— Czechoslovak 
problem, and a Ruthenian— Czechoslovak problem.

"The problem calls for absorbing consideration, involving 
extensive research. The noble lord is doubtless fully conscious 
of the fact that the task he has undertaken with such a degree 
of self sacrifice, is complicated and difficult. W e can scarcely 
find in the course of history, that a statesman acting in his 
private capacity, has ever undertaken a task of such gigantic 
magnitude.

“The Hungarian national community living in this state, 
lifts its hat with respect to, and salutes this noble son of the
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great British nation, who comes to us to advise the responsible 
leaders of this state and the representatives of the nations, 
and, as far as in human possibility lies, to untie this Gordian 
knot.

“The noble Lord comes with the purpose of insuring peace 
within this state, and to lay foundations of agreement bet
ween the various nations of Czechoslovakia, because British 
policy is set upon the establishment of this, as the key to world 
peace.

"W e know this, and we appreciate it respectfully. W e 
Hungarians have lived for a thousand years our independent 
state life, in the most stormy part of Europe, which has been 
repeatedly stirred up by by Oriental barbarism. W e have suf
fered and bled, and in the past of every Hungarian family, 
is the record of martyr-heroes, who gave their lives and blood 
for Christian civilisation, or Hungarian liberty and indepen
dence. The present generation of Hungarians living here, are 
the descendants of such ancestors. This generation can endure 
and can suffer —  it cannot live in dishonour.

“W e have within us the feeling that twenty years ago, we 
were denied the right that President Wilson proclaimed with 
prophetic inspiration: the right of self-determination of the 
nations. Only this right can restore our life of honour, by 
giving equal conditions and equal possibility of development 
to every nation.

"W ith reverence and deep honour, we salute Lord Run- 
ciman as he looks out upon this world which he wants, as an 
honourable, single minded man, to reform by bringing into 
harmony the contrasting conceptions and vital interests of na
tions. W e wish him good luck in this great task.

"W e, for our part, desire nothing other than what issues 
spontaneously from the character of an English getleman: the 
pursuit of justice in an unbiassed, sincere way. In this we are 
ready to support loyally his efforts.

"W e  believe deeply and unshakenly in the truth that we 
Hungarians have the right to live in liberty.

"It is that which we wish clearly to convey, in all manly 
candidness to a statesman, a gentleman, and a man, who has 
undertaken a great historical task."

T h e D raft M in o rity  Statute

On 26th July, at long last, the Czecho-Slovak Government 
approved the Nationality Statute and Language Bill promised 
months ago but repeatedly postponed. According to excerpts 
published in the daily Press, Section I of the Statute maintains 
the provision of the Constitutions dealing with the equality of 
citizens and contains the same provisions in re the determina
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tion of nationality as the Ordinance issued before the last census 
was taken in 1930. As regards the execution of § 134 of the 
Constitution, which prohibits denationalization, certain acts are 
now made punishable by law, but this does not affect the 
activity of the various societies engaged in the work of Czechiza- 
tion. It is true that in principle the Draft makes provision for 
the nationalities receiving their share of civil service posts, but 
does so with numerous reservations that rob the relevant pro
visions of their practical value. The same applies to the econ
omic participation of the minorities, which, in any case, does 
not extend to public orders placed with State undertakings. The 
practical value in particular of the provisions relating to the 
employment of nationality officials is very slight, since they 
refer only to posts to be filled hereafter; a whole generation 
at least must therefore pass before the nationalities will begin 
to fell the benefit of them. On the model of the system already 
existing in Bohemia and Moravia, the Draft promises to- 
establish provincial educational councils with minority depart
ments in Slovakia and Ruthenia, but uses the old tactics of 
leaving the scheme to be carried out by a special Act of Parlia
ment. And it is only in the historical provinces that the organiza
tion of nationality and local school-boards is contemplated.

The draft of the new Language Bill does not state the 
percentage of minority inhabitants required in the several 
districts to entitle them to the use of their own tongue.

The fundamental principles even of the third, and last, sec
tion of the Draft —  that dealing with a reform of the administra
tion —  have not yet been made public, but if would seem to be 
certain. That the Government is not willing to endow the 
nationalities as such with autonomy; a slight extension of the 
adminisrative self government hitherto enjoyed by the provinces 
may be contemplated, but that is all. As several languages and 
nationalities exist in every province, this would not mean a 
single step towards nationality autonomy.

W e see, then, that, with a few exceptions, the provisions 
of the Draft are of a Platonic order and —  this may safely be 
assumed —  will not satisfy the nationalities. It will not do so, 
for, as we are constrained to reiterate, the solution of the 
Czecho-Slovak problem hangs on the question: is Czecho
slovakia willing to abandon the fiction of a national State and 
resolve herself into nationality one corresponding to the actual 
condition of the country; is the Government prepared or not ta 
recognize he corporative right of the nationalities and on that 
basis to grant them autonomy? Should Czecho-Slovakia neglect 
to do this, she must be prepared for the consequences.
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THE UNITED HUNGARIAN PARTY DEMANDS NATIONAL  
SELF-GOVERNMENT WITHIN SELF-GOVERNED SLOVAKIA

AND RUTHENIA
The United Christian Socialist and Hungarian National 

Party together with the Zipser German Party, held a joint meet
ing of their members of Parliament land the Provincial Assembly 
at Pozsony (Bratislava) on June 30-th. The Communique issued 
after the meeting says that the main item of the meeting was 
the summery of the interviews with the Premier M. Hodja, 
which was followed by a debate. The members of the two par
ties were informed of the Premiers Statement concerning the 
minority statutes which —  he declared —  are just now in the 
process of Drafting, Further discussions and tales must, there
fore, be restricted to the collection of informations for the 
Premier, to be used in connection with the preparation of 
legislative reforms intended to introduce a new regulation of 
nationality conditions in the Republic.

In view of the above report the party meeting proceeded 
to lay down its principles concerning its attitude in the future. 
The declaration points out that the Party has decided to carry 
on the campaign which had been introduced twenty years ago in 
order to achieve the total equality of the Hungarian minority 
in the Republic; the Party also lays particular stresson the 
fact that it still believes as it did in the past that this campaign 
cannot lead to victory unless it is based on the claim: self- 
government for the Hungarian minority within a self-governed 
Slovakia and Ruthenia. ,  ,  ,

After Premier Hodza, on 20th June had seen the representa
tives of the United Hungarian Party (Sztillo, Jaross and Esterhazy) 
for the second time, another meeting of the Club was held on 
22nd July (although they were not yet in possession of the full 
text of the proposed Nationality Statute) On this occasion M. 
Geza Sziillo, President of the Club, amongst other things said: 
"The history and economic life of the population of Slovakia 
for the past thousand years has developed a mentality entirely 
different from that of the historical provinces which for a 
thousand years were incorporated in the German Empire. This 
is the punctum saliens. Without wishing to anticipate, I emphati
cally declare that we, the representatives of the autochthonous 
Hungarian population of Slovakia, stand on the same platform 
of public law as the autochthonous Slovaks, that is to say, we 
desire the complete constitutional independence of Slovakia, within 
the framework of which we shall, in full understanding with 
the Slovaks, be able to ensure our own national self-government.”

H o w  H en leiris  P a rty  D esires  the S ta te to b e  R e-orga n ised .
Seeing that the Paris “ L ’O eu v re "  —  despite the fact that 

the negotiations between the Goverment and the Sudeta German
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Party had been pronounced to be strictly confidential —  has 
succeeded in making public certain details of the contents of 
the Memorandum submitted to Government by that Party on 
June 7th., the Sudeta German Party has been compelled to 
publish in the columns of the "Zeit” (July 20th.) the full text 
of the Memorandum. The latter is based upon the Eight Karlsbad 
Points put forward by Herr Henlein; and the essential points 
of the Memorandum are the following:

The Henlein Party demands first of .all the drafting of 
constitutional laws acknowledging the principle that not only 
individuals, but also the peoples and ethnic groups to which 
those individuals belong, may not be deprived of equality of 
rights or of equal possibilities, of development by the predomi
nance of any one people. For that reason there must without fail 
be a re-adjustment of the State.

The peoples and ethnic groups must be considered as 
artificial persons and must be given organs representing them 
by which they will be enabled to decide their own affairs for 
themselves and through which they will be able to claim their 
share of the common State power.

The fundamental rights due to the peoples and ethnic 
groups respectively must be the following:

a) The unrestricted right and guarantee of self-determina
tion, and equal possibilities of development in respect of all 
abilities, forces and capabilities of each several people and 
each several ethnic group;

b )  Each people and each ethnic group to be given an equi
table share in the direction, development and performances of the 
State;

c )  Protection against de-nationalisation;
d )  Guarantees to ensure the ethnic selfconsciousness so far 

suppressed and the right of fostering national homogeneity.
For the purpose of carrying these principles into effect 

there must be a re-organisation of the territory of the State on 
the basis of national-regional decentralisation. As a consequence 
the united State territory must be sub-divided into Czech, Ger
man, Slovak etc. ethnic areas or territories. This involves a re
delimitation of all regions in keeping with the ethnic boundaries 
in all fields alike, including the State undertakings and State 
establishments of every kind. Enclaves too must be delimited in 
a manner enabling them to form independent administrative units. 
For the benefit of persons of other nationalities living in the 
ethnic areas minority rights must be reciprocally introduced. 
When demarcating the ethnic boundaries full reparation must be 
made for the losses suffered by the German ethnic group, this 
being done with due regard for the state of things existing in 
1918. This re-distribution is to be effected by a commission on 
which the peoples concerned are to be given equal representation,
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The carrying into effect of these principles postulates the 
division of legislature and of administration into organs of the 
State and organs of the autonomous governments of the peoples 
and ethnic groups.

The sphere of authority of the national self-government 
must include at least:

1. The independent sphere of activity of parishes (municipali
ties), local economic administration inclusive of finances and the 
control of the same in respect both of legality and of expediency, 
the alteration of place-names, the amalgamation or separation of 
parishes, and the alteration of their confines; the right to transfer 
the carrying into effect of agenda of the national self-govern
ment to the parishes;

2. The political administration relating to public welfare, 
public order and public security;

3. The national cadasters (registers);
4. Changes of names;
5. The whole field of education of all kinds, inclusive of 

vocational and higher schools (colleges and universities) and of 
pre-military training, of school inspection and school buildings;

6. The whole field of cultural and educational policy, 
inclusive of scientific academies, museums, archives (record of
fices), the protection of monuments and broadcasting;

7. Social provision of all kinds, inclusive of sick funds, 
labour service, industrial hygiene and inspection and factory 
bye-laws;

8. Provision for children, youth and orphans, physical train
ing, demographic policy, public hygiene, local (provincial) 
veterinary measures, humanitarian institutes, hospitals, etc.;

9. Poor relief and old age pensions;
10. Colonisation (settlement) measures, building movements, 

inclusive of provision of dwellings and furtherance of building 
activity, expropriation and indemnification procedure, in respect 
of landed property, and sale and purchase of landed property;

11. The autonomous administration of corporations such as 
chambers of commerce and industry, industrial associations and 
commercial companies, inclusive of the right of the re-organisa
tion of chambers;

12. a) The right to establish obligatory unions for the 
furtherance of the economic life, in addition to supervision of 
voluntary economic associations; b )  the right to establish social 
and professional obligatory associations;

13. Matters relating to industry and trade, concessions and 
licences, markets, theatre licences (including police inspection);

14. territorial electricity operations;
15. territorial measures relating to popular finance, inclusive 

of revision and inspection;
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16. Operations of agrarian culture (agricultural production, 
legislation relating to animal breeding, improvement works, pro
tection against mountain torrents by dams, etc.), agricultural 
experimental and testing operations, and forestry (including 
supervision, shooting, hunting and fishing rights): for agricultural 
education, see sub point 6, above);

17. Self-administration of financial quotas allotted for own 
spheres of activity of national self-govering bodies (see also 
financial rights);

18. Right of levying supplementary taxes for the purpose 
of fulfilling the tasks of the autonomous sphere of authority. 
Right to take up loans for the same purpose;

19. Statistical surveys within jurisdiction of self-governing 
bodies.

The work of legislation is to be effected by 1. the National 
Assembly and 2. the popular representative assemblies.

The members of one and the same ethnic units shall form 
national senates (curiae). The latter shall represent within the 
common National Assembly the corporative rights of their peoples 
and ethnic groups as artificial persons and shall stand for the 
common claims and demands thereof.

The Members of the national senates or curiae in the 
National Assembly shall constitute the popular representative as
semblies. Their competence shall extend to legislation relating 
to affairs being matters of national self-administration, —  to the 
election of the persons at the head of the self-administration, 
—  to votes of no-confidence in the heads of the self-administra
tion, —  budgetary rights in respect of financial quotas and own 
financial means, —  right to control budgetary accounts, —  right 
to file proposals with constitutional tribunal.

The supreme organ of each self-governing administration 
shall consist of the President of the self-governing administration 
and the heads of the highest self-government offices, the same 
together constituting the directory of the self-governing ad
ministration.

The President shall be elected for a period of six years by 
the popular representative assembly. His appointment is to be 
confirmed by the President of the Republic. In the event of a re
fusal to confirm the election the representative assembly in ques
tion may take a resolution to abide by its decision.

The heads of offices shall be appointed and dismissed 
respectively by the President. The President and the said heads 
of offices are each for himself responsible to the competent 
popular representative assembly. The President shall also be 
Member of the Supreme Defence of the State Council.

Of the Common Ministries those of Education, Social W el
fare and Public Hygiene shall be abolished. Common affairs
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belonging to the competence of the same, inclusive of the right 
of control of the State, shall be referred to a special section of 
the Ministry of the Interior or of the Prime Minister's Office. The 
Ministry for Unification should also be abolished. In the Office 
of the Private Secretary of the President of the Republic, in the 
Prime Minister's Office, and in the Ministries of the Interior, of 
Justice, of Agriculture, of Public Works and of Railways and 
Postal Services national sections shall be organised with 
officials and clerks belonging to the respective nationality. In the 
Ministries of National Defence, of Foreign Affairs and of 
Finance no national sections shall be established. In the Ministry 
of Finance and in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs provision shall 
nevertheless be made for the representation of the special and 
specific economic interests of the several ethnic areas.

1. At the head of each national self-governing administration 
there shall function as supreme organs the President and the 
Directory, Supreme autonomous offices shall be created for each 
several branch of the autonomous administration of each self- 
governing area.

2. The ordinances to ensure the carrying into effect of the 
laws of the self-governing administration shall be issued by the 
competent directory.

3. The fundamental principles governing the reciprocal 
intercourse as between the directories of the several self- 
governing administrations and between those directories and the 
central State administration shall be determined by a special law 
to be passed by the National Assembly.

4. In the self-governing national administrations the parishes 
shall have over them autonomous district and provincial adminis
trations:

a) The districts of the self-governing national administrations 
shall be under the direction of elected district constables or 
prefects (Bezirkshauptmann), who shall have attached to them 
as consutative and advisory organs the district representative as
semblies and the district commissions.

(Ad a ) and b ) . :  These consultative and advisory organs will 
be elected).

b )  The countries belonging to the selfgoverning national ter
ritories shall be under the direction of elected provincial consta
bles or prefects (Landeshauptmann), who shall have attached to 
them as consultative and advisory organs the (national) provincial 
assemblies and the (national) provincial commission. (Accordingly 
in Bohemia, for instance, there would be: the political provincial 
authorities for the whole of Bohemia engaged in administering 
State matters; and within the framework of the national self- 
governing administration, a Czech national provincial administra
tion for the Czech area of Bohemia, a German national provincial 
administration for the German area of, Bohemia).
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In so far as the sphere of authority of the national self- 
governing administrations is based upon the personal principle, 
the competence of the provincial administrations shall extend 
to all citizens of the same ethnic group in Bohemia.

5. Against decisions of the highest instance (forum) of the 
autonomous authorities appeal may be made for legal redress to 
the administrative tribunal. The decision in respect of complaints 
of the kind shall rest with special national sections of the 
Supreme Administrative Tribunal.

In keeping with the division of the administration into State 
and autonomous the category of autonomous officials and 
employees shall be once more introduced.

The officials and employees of the State must in the first 
and second instances —  and also in the third instance in cases 
where national sections are organised —  nationally be in perfect 
agreement with the requirements of the territorial competence, 
so that for authorities functioning in German territory or with 
a competence in respect of such territory only German officials 
and employees may be employed. In the central administration 
or in State institutions in which no nationally differentiated sec
tions are established, the principle of proportionate representa
tion must be enforced —  with due regard for special conditions. 
Prior to the appointment of the officials directing the national 
sections —  e. g. of heads of sections to direct the national sec
tions in the ministries, heads of the national sections of the 
provincial authorities or of the provincial inland revenue offices 
etc. —  the competent authorities must consult the President of 
the respective self-governing administrations and obtain from them 
ternary nominations. Disciplinary sentences cannot be passed 
except by senates of the same nationality. Against appointments 
involving an infraction of these fundamental principles the com
petent national senates (curiae) may appeal for legal redress to 
the supreme Administrative Tribunal.

The appointment of autonomous officials to posts in the 
higher categories shall be made by the President of the Republic 
on the proposal of the President of the respective self-governing 
administration. Should no appointment be made within a period 
of thirty days after presentation of the relevant proposal, 
the right of appointment devolves automatically upon the Presi
dent of the respective self-governing administration.

The circuits of the district and military courts are to be 
demarcated to correspond with the ethnic areas. In the case of 
the higher and of the supreme courts of justice national sections 
shall be established, as also in the case of the Supreme Adminis
trative Tribunal and of the Supreme Court of Appeal.

In connection with the State Administration and the State 
undertakings the following principles must be enforced:

1, The State shall speak the languages of its citizens;
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2. The superior authorities shall speak the languages of the 
subordinate authorities;

3. Co-ordinate authorities shall speak each its own language;
4. The language of authorities functioning exclusively in 

ethnic areas shall be the language of the respective ethnic area;
5. The same fundamental principles shall be enforced also 

in the case of State undertaking and institutions and of corpora
tions, associations and institutes of a public character.

In the field of the self-governing administration:
a) The language of the self-governing administration shall 

be that of its own people;
b )  For the benefit of minorities regional minority linguistic 

rights are to be established.
All other State organs —  e. g. notaries public, civil engine

ers, etc. —  shall speak the language of their own nationality in 
dealings with the authorities and in official dealings, and in- 
dealings with third parties shall use the language of the party in 
question.

In respect of the Capital City Prague special measures must 
be taken to ensure the reflection outwardly also of the fact that 
this city is common to all the peoples and ethnic groups of the 
Republic.

In keeping with the fundamental principles described above 
the following institutes and organisations must also be reorga
nised: the Re-Discount and Collateral Loan Institute, National 
Bank, General Banking Institutes, General and Special Funds of 
the Banking Institutes, Post Office Savings Bank, Hop District 
Corporation, Export Institutes, Export Credit Insurance System,. 
Central Social Insurance Institute, Social Institutes, Public 
Health Fund, Professional Chambers, Economic Advisory Board,. 
Financial Advisory Board, Savings Banks Advisory Board, Invest
ments Advisory Board, Insurance Advisory Board, Electricity 
Board, Road and Highway Advisory Board, Water Power Advi
sory Board, Watering Places Advisory Board, State Statistical 
Bureau, State Statistical Board, Permanent Commission for 
Determination of Official Place-Names, Czecho-Slovak Press 
Bureau (CTK), Radio Times, Undertakings under State influence, 
Fund Administrations of the State and Provinces, State Monopo
lies, State Lottery Administration, Fiscal Procuratorships, etc.

In the field of foreign exchanges administration a system of 
national double signature must be introduced to signify the equal 
status of the German language. In the case of the officials and 
employees the principle of proportional representation must be 
enforced.

Measures must be taken to pass a fiscal law which may not 
be amended except by the unanimous desire and will of all the 
peoples and ethnic groups. This law must be based upon the foll
owing principles: The Public Estimates must be divided in
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respect of expenditure by nations. The division must be effected 
on the basis of a key to be determined by agreement between the 
several national senates of the National Assembly for a definite 
period. This agreement in re the key to be employed must be 
approved by the President of the Republic. In the event of it 
proving impossible for the national senate® within the period 
available to come to an agreement, the Government shall decide 
by Order respecting the provisional Budget, which shall be for 
only a short term. Such Order must be countersigned by the 
President of the Republic.

When making the agreement respecting the key determining 
the several quotas, due account must be taken of any special 
conditions in force at the time. Moreover, measures must 'be taken 
to ensure the reparation of the disadvantages to which the German 
ethnic group has been subjected. Until the tax system reform 
has been carried into effect, the State Estimates must comprise 
also the sums required for the operations of the national self- 
governing administration. These sums must be shown in gross 
total and must be placed at the unrestricted disposal of the 
national self-governing administrations.

To ensure the observance of the key determined, a special 
national control office shall be organised and attached to the 
Supreme Public Audit Department.

The re-organisation of the State shall be perpetuated by a 
comprehensive legislation —  according to the matter dealt with, 
either by constitutional laws or by simple laws —  in a manner 
precluding any change being made by "packing" tactics.

Special measures of a legislative and administrative character 
for the purpose of repairing the losses inflicted upon the German 
ethnic group must be carried into effect in particular in the 
following fields: —  land reform, university legislation, minority 
schools, high schools and colleges, legionary legislation, re-con
struction of banks, etc.

S lova k s against S eto n  W a tso n

Dr. Seton Watson, Professor in King's College, London, 
who —  as is well known —  is perhaps the most ardent protagonist 
of Czecho-Slovak interests in England, paid another visit to the 
Republic in July and attended the festivities arranged at Luha- 
covic. In one of his speeches he declared that the foundation of 
the Czecho-Slovak Republic was the unity and reciprocity of the 
Czechs and Slovaks. Professor Seton Watson deplored the fact, 
which came as an unpleasant surprise to him, that the Slovak 
People's Party had chosen this time to "demand political and 
administrative impossibilities".

In reply, the organ of the Slovak People's Party, the 
"Slovak", said that they had never demanded impossibilities; all
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they had wanted for the past twenty years was what T. G. 
Masaryk had promised them in the Pittsburgh Convention. Had 
that promise been kept, as one might expect gentlemen's political 
agreements to be kept, they would have nothing left to demand 
in these difficult times, but would have been content with what * 
T. G. Masaryk by signing the Convention had pledged his honour 
to grant. There was no question of administrative and political 
impossibilities. What they desired were natural guarantees of the 
rights and liberties of the Slovaks, in default of which they 
could not continue to exist. (July 12.)

Next day the "Slovak" reported the conversation that took 
place on 12th July in Pozsony (Bratislava) between Professor 
Seton Watson and M. Peter Hletko, a prominent member of the 
American Slovak League. (M. Hletko headed the delegation 
which brought over the original text of the Pittsburgh Con
vention from America, and after his companions returned 
home, he stayed on in Czecho-Slovakia. —  Ed.) H letk o  told 
Dr. Seton Watson that the only way out of the present 
im passa  was to honour the agreement contained in the 
Pittsburgh Convention. This would fully satisfy the Slovaks and 
result in a reinforcement of the Czecho-Slovak Republic. Seton 
Watson argued that Prague was ready to gfant certain con
cessions to Slovakia (an extension of the sphere of authority of 
the Provincial Governor, the organization of a Slovak educational 
council, etc.). To this Hletko replied that this was not the 
substance of the Pittsburgh Convention. Slovakia demanded a 
national assembly. The Slovaks were unjustly reproached with 
insisting on their demands at a time when the Republic was in 
difficulties. Was it —  he asked Seton Watson —  the fault of the 
Slovaks if in consequence of the general European situation the 
Czecho-Slovak Republic found itself in a crisis? The Slovaks 
were not responsible for the present situation, and it was wrong 
to accuse them of an act they had never committed. It was not 
only this year that the Slovaks had demanded the execution of 
the Pittsburgh Convention; they had been doing so for twenty 
years, years in which Czecho-Slovakia's position had been more 
than favourable. Dr. Seton Watson also argued that autonomy 
would merely impose a heavier burden on the Slovaks, since 
they would have to provide for the upkeep of many things at 
present financed by the State Treasury. Drawing on the experience 
gained during wellnigh two months' sojourn in Slovakia, M. 
Hletko answered that the upkeep of a self-governing Slovakia 
would not cost the Slovaks more than now, for the Province of 
Slovakia as such was supporting also institutions and other 
things in the provinces beyond the Morva which were for the 
most part maintained by the State (roads, hospitals, schools, etc). 
What the Slovaks would have to expend in the framework of a
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self-governing Slovakia would simply help to increase the Slo
vak national assets (July 13).

According to a supplementary report published the day 
following, M. Hletko declared that he had travelled all through 
Slovakia, had spoken with hundreds of people, officials of high 
rank as well as simple workers, and had heard the same com
plaints everywhere. Commenting on Professor Seton Watson's 
information from Prague, according to which Slovakia was to 
receive concessions, the "Slovak" wrote as follows:

“We, who received so much information as early as 1920 
from the most authentic sources about a Slovak educational 
council and the extension of the Provincial Governor's sphere of 
authority, judge the value of Prague’s promises in the light of 
the past.

"W e  do not believe Prague.
"S c o tu s  V ia tor  does.
"In  a few months’ time we shall remind Scotus Viator of 

those promises, and he will see what they were worth. It is 
rumoured that his son is to study in Czecho-Slovakia. It is a 
pleasure to hear this; and when he has learned the language of 
the country, let him travel through Slovakia as M. Hletko did, 
to see things for himself and hear the voice of our people. W e 
believe that Mr. Seton Watson's son will gain a better insight 
into our misery and grief than his father has done.”

G o v ern o r  o f  R uthenia's Dam ning Criticism  
o f  G o v e r n o r ’s  B ill.

W e have repeatedly reported that the Czecho-Slovak law 
passed last year (No. 172/1937), which deals with the sphere of 
authority of the Governor of Ruthenia, has not carried the 
problem of Ruthenian autonomy, which has been on the carpet 
for the past two decades, one step nearer solution. Namely, this 
law does not invest the Governor with the rights to which in 
terms of the minority treaty of St. Germain he would be entitled, 
that is to say, it does not make him the Governor of this territory 
responsible to an autonomous national assembly, but keeps him 
in the position of an official responsible to the Prague Govern
ment. How well warranted our opinion was, is best proved by the 
statement made by Governor Hrabar himself to the correspondent 
of the "Slovensky Dennik", in which amongst other things he 
said: —

“All I wish to say about the Governor's Bill is that it has 
already revealed its weaknesses. It was drawn up in too great a 
hurry and contains many formal and material faults. The leaders 
of the Agrarian Party have elaborated a new Bill dealing with 
the political administration of Ruthenia. In this Bill special stress 
is laid on the endeavour to eliminate the so-called system of
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"double rails" which does not serve the end it was intended for. 
Life is different from the spirit of the law. As things stand at 
present the sphere of authority of the Governor and his Council 
is —  to put it mildly —  problematic."

Only a few months have passed since this law came into 
force; and it is already a failure. This is a typical example of 
how bad Czech legislature is. It also reveals how the system of 
“double rails” —  a system which, with a Czech Assistant- 
Governor, allows the Ruthenian Governor only a few crumbs of 
authority —  is regarded and how little it is valued even by 
Ruthenians who, like M. Hrabar, are Prague's henchmen.

Eti m a sse  D esertio n  o f  N a tion a lity  S old iers.

According to a report from Teschen, nowadays it very 
often happens on the Czecho-Polish frontier that Czech soldiers 
make their escape to Polish territory. This usually takes place 
in the dark; the deserters cross the frontier at places far away 
from the ordinary routes and then report to the Polish frontier 
authorities. In the month of July over one hundred Czech 
soldiers crossed the frontier. The reasons for their desertion 
given by all of them were a hard life and bad treatment. Similar 
reports arrive from other frontiers too.

S lo va k s against C zech  M ilita ry

The feelings with which the Slovaks welcomed the Czech 
mobilization of 21st May are vividly illustrated by the following 
report: Joseph Skokan, a well-to-do farmer of Csiitortokhely, 
was' arrested by the local gendarmes and taken to the jail in 
Locse. The cause of his arrest was that Skokan had been agitat
ing against the army and trying to persuade the people of the 
place to drive out the Czech soldiers billeted in the local Minorite 
Monanstery ("Szepesi Hirado”, July 2.),

T h e situation b e fo re  going to p ress

Lord Runciman spent the first week of his sojourn at Prague 
in the study of the Czecho-Slovak situation. Besides interviewing 
the President of the Republic and a number of leading statesmen 
the Lord has also taken steps to see the leaders of the Sudeten 
German and Hungarian parties, and it is expected that he will 
subsequently arrange for a meeting with the Polish, Ruthenian 
and Slovak leaders too. Although his presence in the Czecho
slovak capital has undoubtedly exercised a moderating influence 
in general, yet it is equally pure that certain occurrences have 
—  on the other hand —  contributed towards a further aggravation 
of the political situation. Among these occurrences were the
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assassination of Wilhelm Baierle, a Sudeten German worker, by 
a socialist emigrant from Germany. An even more characteristic 
feature of the present situation is presented by an article published 
in the “Dustojnicke Listy" —  which is the mouth piece of the 
association of Czech officers in the reserve —  according to which 
‘ ‘it is impossible to go even a foot, or an inch, further in the 
satisfaction of the minority claims". This article does by no 
means contribute towards the stability of the Hodza cabinet, 
which has already been exposed to constant attacks by certain 
journalists of the left wing (e. g. Stransky) whose relations with 
the Hradjin are generally known; it also proves that the Czech 
army, which is getting more and more reckless since May 1st, 
is the principal obstacle in the way of a repprochement between 
the Czech and the minority point of view, and that it will present 
a number of further problems to the Government to cope with. 
In this way we may safely say that the situation has not changed 
considerably in the second half of August. The minorities are 
not satisfied with the three projects of the Government, ^while 
the Government in their turn will not even listen to the home- 
rule claims of the minorities. However, it is almost impossible 
to think of any internal solution of the Czech problem if the 
Government refuses to deal with the question of the self-govern
ment of the minorities. The minorities of the Republic are un
animous in claiming the same rights as those expressed by M. 
Andras Jaross, President of the Hungarian Party, at a party 
meeting at Leva (Levica), namely: national self-government, a 
new constitution and the neutralisation (in matters of foreign 
policy) of Czecho-Slovakia.

THE VISIT TO ROME
Even the stirring events engaging the attention of inter

national politics failed to prevent the visit to Rome of the 
Hungarian statesmen being in the limelight of European interest. 
The political and moral importance among the nations of the 
world achieved by Hungary as a consequence of the sage, cool 
and sensible foreign policy pursued by her during the last ten 
years, once more asserted its power as a living force, for Hungary 
was once more able to claim a role of a significance far exceeding 
the relative geographical importance of the country or the size 
of its population, not only in the Danube Valley question, but 
also in the general political life of Europe. And the role played 
by Hungary was followed, not merely by universal interest and 
sympathy, but by a far-reaching understanding too.

Nothing unforseen or unexpected happened in Rome. No new 
agreement was concluded: nevertheless, what happened there is 
of great significance and throws a penetrating light on the

48



POLITICAL MOSAIC

probable future development of the reciprocal relations between 
the States of the Danube Valley.

For the official com m u n iqu e  stated that the representatives 
of Italy and Hungary agreed spontaneously to once more emphasise 
the circumstance that the R o m e  P r o to c o ls  —  in all matters con
cerning the two States —  were to remain in force intact both in 
political and in economic respects. This means, not only that 
Italy will continue with unabated energy and determination to 
resort to the co-operation of Hungary for the protection of her 
interests in the Danube Valley, but also that the cordial ties of 
friendship which have already for more than ten years united the 
Italian and Hungarian nations have not been in the slightest 
degree weakened or made less intense and that on the contrary 
they have been actually strengthened and made firmer both 
morally and in substance by the trials to which time has subjected 
them.

The discussions between Dr. Imredy and Signor Mussolini 
had for their object primarily to establish the fact that the aims 
inspiring the policy of Italy and Hungary without in any way 
running counter to the aims of the Rome— Berlin axis —  the 
determination to serve the cause of peace and justice —  were to 
be more effectually than ever the sin e qua n on s  of a wider co
operation in international affairs which should at the same time 
safeguard and preserve intact the interests alike of Italy and 
Hungary. Peace and justice were the two leading chords struck 
by the representatives of the two States in their toasts; and peace 
and justice were the points emphasised also by the com m u n iqu e  
issued after the discussions had been concluded: and now —  while 
expressing sincere gratification with this turn of affairs —  we 
would only add that to us the term peace means only a peace 
founded upon complete equality of rights, upon uncurtailed 
political, economic and military liberty and equality of rang among 
the nations, while the term justice means the righting of all the 
wrongs done to Hungary since the conclusion of the treaties of 
peace. The first of these wrongs was the dismemberment and 
mutilation of the territory of Hungary and the wrenching of three 
and a half million Magyars from the body of the Hungarian 
nation. All the danger and fear, all the trouble and misfortunes 
constantly accompanied by the nightmare of war which for the 
last twenty years have lain like an incubus on the souls of the 
peoples of Europe, originated in the disastrous peace-edict —  a 
fact which is as clear as daylight already even to our former 
enemies. It is equally evident that without all these wrongs being 
righted there can never be any order, security or uninterrupted 
development in the Danube Valley. In this respect it will, we 
believe, suffice to refer to the articles dealing with the question 
of revision which appeared quite recently —  by way of comment
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on the discussions in Rome —  in “ T h e T im es "  and the French 
“ R ep u b liq u e".

There has been a disastrous deterioration —  particularly in 
recent years —  in the situation of the Hungarian minorities living 
in the territories wrested from Hungary. This is painfully in 
evidence, not only in Czecho-Slovakia, but also in Rumania, which 
latter country has flouted the obligations undertaken by it under 
the Paris minority treaty and has veritably excluded the Hun
garians living there, not only from the Constitution, but also from 
political and civil life. Apart from restricting its political and 
cultural liberty, and from depriving it by means of ordinances 
dealing with linguistic, educational and administrative matters of 
its national equality and its national spirit, the Rumanians have 
imposed on the Hungarian (Magyar) minority restrictions in the 
economic field too which threaten to eliminate the most 
elementary conditions even of a physical existence. Is it a wonder, 
then, that under such circumstances Hungary should ask the world 
for justice as well as for peace and should in her endeavour to 
obtain what she asks turn for assistance first to that Rome where 
the first words of encouragement were spoken in 1927 —  where 
it was first enunciated that Hungary was indeed fully entitled 
to a place in the sun and that this unfortunate country must 
have an end put to its sufferings by the spirit of history which 
creates justice and opens the way to its discovery.

Before going to Rome Dr. Imredy spoke of the great 
historical force of the Latin world and of the presence of the 
ancient conquering Latin spirit in the constructive national 
achievements of modern Italy. It was this Latin world which had 
presented St. Stephen —  through the agency of Pope Sylvester 
—  with the Holy Crown; and it was this Latin world that had 
ruled in Hungary during the glorious reigns of her Angevin kings 
and had achieved an importance, not only of a political, but of a 
cultural character, in the days of King Matthias Corvinus. It 
was this Latin world that had lived on like a burning torch 
through the darkest centuries of Hungarian history and kept alive 
the national spirit and ensured an unbroken intellectual contact 
with Europe, And it was this same Latin world that echoed in the 
words .spoken recently by Signor Mussolini, as it has always echoed 
in the words of that great Italian statesman when he has spoken 
of Hungary and of the justice which Hungary demands; and we 
cannot but feel this same Latin world behind the enthusiastic 
articles of the Italian Press declaring unanimously that Italy will 
never abandon her traditional interests in the Danube Valley.

In the given situation this moment is the most significant 
and the most re-assuring of all; for the often dangered equilibrium 
in the Valley of the Danube of which Hungary is the pivot cannot 
possibly be maintained unless Italy concentrates her whole power
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and influence on the work of watching over the security of that 
equilibrium.

As always happens on those occasions when the leading 
statesmen of various countries meet, on the present occasion too 
there were naturally articles in the international press indulging 
in guesses in connection with the Rome p ourpa rlers. Some papers, 
for instance, "had reason to believe" that initiatory discussions 
were to be started shortly for the purpose of prevailing upon 
Yugoslavia to take the place of Austria as third Signatory to 
the Rome Protocol. For the moment we have no means of ad
equately probing the justification of these rumours and "combina
tions” ; but we must point out, not only that the rumour in 
question was discussed seriously by the leading organs of the 
German Press, but that the “C o rriere  P a d a n o" —  the usually 
well-informed organ of Marshal Balbo —  informed its readers 
that the principal theme discussed in Rome was the ways and 
means to bring about a ra pp roch em en t between Budapest and 
Belgrade. On our part we certainly think it most desirable that 
there should be a ra pp roch em en t between Hungary and Yugo
slavia —  not only in economic and cultural, but also in political 
matters —  of a much more intensive character than that existing 
at present. It is true that in this connection there are still 
formidable obstacles impeding a complete adjustment of the 
situation, seeing that —  as is well known —  Yugoslavia is still 
Member of a Triple Alliance formed against Hungary; but recent 
events must have convinced every one that in politics nothing is 
everlasting or even constant: and, if Austria has been able to 
once more become a Member of the great German Empire, why 
could not Yugoslavia too re-consider her relations with the Little 
Entente? For the moment, of course, this is merely a pium  
d esid eriu m , and very much depends upon developments in other 
fields of international politics. In any case, however, it was our 
duty to take cognizance also of this moment in the Rome dis
cussions; for we cannot but regard it as in essence of fundamental 
importance and —  if realised —  of decisive significance in respect 
of Hungary's position in the Danube Valley.

The Hungarian statesmen, who have brought with them from 
Italy, not merely the friendship of Signor Mussolini, but also the 
blessing of Pope Pius XI., must have felt pleasurably gratified, 
when they crossed the Hungarian frontier, at the consciousness 
that what they had done and decided for their country had been 
well and nobly done. And the importance of this work is enhanced 
by the circumstance that this was the first meeting of the leading 
statesmen of Italy and Hungary since Hungary and Italy had 
become neighbours of the German Empire. This new historical 
and geographical fact certainly afforded the statesmen an
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opportunity of expressing their sincere friendship for the Germans 
Empire in other than merely official statements.

LLOYD GEORGE ON THE MINORITY PROMISES MADE 
BY BENES TO THE PEACE CONFERENCE

In July Mr. Lloyd George began a series of articles in the- 
“Daily Telegraph" on the way the Peace Treaties came into- 
being. The following is what he says in the July 25th issue of 
that paper about the creation of Czecho-Slovakia and the role 
played by Benes:

“As soon as the Peace Conference met in Paris the Czecho
slovak Government presented their case, which, except in one 
important particular, had been generally approved by the experts 
of the British Foreign Office.

"Dr. Benes, their Minister for Foreign Affairs, presented it 
with remarkable skill and adroitness. He was full of profes
sions of moderation, modesty and restraint in his demands for 
the new Republic,

"H e drew attention to the exposed situation of the Czecho
slovak nation as the advanced guard of the Slav wold in the- 
West, and therefore constantly threatened by German expansion.

"The Germanic mass, now numbering some 80.000.000, could 
not push westwards as its road was blocked on that side by 
highly developed nations. It was, therefore, always seeking outlets: 
to the south and east. In this movement it found the Poles and 
the Czechs in its path. Hence the special importance of the 
Czechoslovak frontiers in Central Europe.

“ It might be hoped that the Germans would not again 
attempt forcible invasions, but they had done so in the past so 
often that the Czechs had always felt that they had a special 
mission to resist the Teutonic flood. This accounted for the 
fanatical devotion of the Czechs which had been noticed by all 
in this war. It was due to the deep feeling of the Czechs that 
they were the protectors of democracy against Germanism, and 
that it was their duty at all times to fight the Germans."

"A s  for he Germans in Bohemia Dr. Benes said that they 
fully understood their position. “Whether they were bourgeois, 
workmen or peasants, they all realised that they must remain 
in Bohemia. They said freely in their Chambers of Commerce 
that they would be ruined if they were united with Germany."

"The competition of the great German industries was such 
that they could not possibly survive. If they forbore from ex
pressing their feeling openly, it was only because they were 
terrorised by a small number of Pan-German agitators from 
Vienna. It was not the Germans of Germany proper who exer
cised any pressure on them, but only the Germans of Austria..
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for it had always been a deliberate policy of the Austrians to 
set German and Czech against one another.”

"A s  far as Teschen was concerned, Benes admitted that the 
Poles were a majority of the population. There were 230.000 
Poles, 115.000 Czechs and 80.000 Germans. He contended that 
the Polish majority was due to the industrial exploitation, which 
Began about 50 years ago when cheap labour, mostly Polish, had 
been introduced.

"The coal in Teschen was absolutely essential to the develop
ment of the Czechoslovak industry, and by losing this region 
the Czechoslovak State would loose one of the essential things 
■on which its life depended. Moreover, the only important railway 
linking up Bohemia, Moravia and (Northern Slovakia passed 
■through Teschen. This territority also contained the only pass 
through the mountains affording connection between Silesia, 
Moravia and Slovakia.

"Dr. Benes similarly justified the Czech claim to the Slova
kian boundaries, while admitting that this region would include 
some 350.000 Magyars. This turned out to be an underestimate.

"Finally, he put forward one very audacious and indefensible 
proposal. He demanded that there should be a corridor joining 
up Czechoslovakia with Jugoslavia. He thought that this could 
be done by means of a strip of territory, either under the Czech 
or Jugoslav Government or under the League of Nations, and 
that thus a means of communication could be established.

“I viewed his proposed incorporation of territory occupied 
by German and Magyar majorities with serious misgiving. It was 
a departure from the principles laid down by the Allies during 
the war. He defended it partly on historical but mainly on 
economic grounds.

"I  was so disturbed about Bene§'s proposals that I requested 
“Gen. Smuts, when he visited Budapest to deal with the Bela Kun 
incidents, to extend his journey to Prague and investigate the 
effect of these proposals, and to report upon them there. He was 
full of misgivings, and on his visit to President Masaryk, gave 
■■outspoken expression to his apprehensions.

"He pointed out to the President the grave undesirability of 
including in the Czechoslovak State a very large purely Magyar 
■population living north of the Danube. According to his report 
To us President Masaryk agreed and said he would prefer to 
-waive all claims to the Magyar territory and withdraw the Czech 
frontier to the north, so as to leave all this ethnologically 
Magyar territory to Hungary, but he made one condition, that, 
in exchange, Czechoslovakia should get a small strip of Hun
garian territory south of the Danube at Pressburg (the town now 
known by its Czech name of Bratislava).

"Gen. Smuts urged us very strongly to agree to this sug
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gested exchange and he gave as his reason that, "with some mil
lions of Germans already included in Bohemia in the north, the 
further including of some 400.000 or 500.000 Magyars in the 
south would be a very serious matter for the young State, 
besides the grave violation of the principle of nationality 
involved."

“When the Council of Four came to consider this proposal, 
Dr. Benes interposed with a statement that President Masaryk 
had been entirely misunderstood and that he had never agreed 
to the proposition. Of the many misfortunes that befell Austria 
in the day of her great calamity, one of the worst was that 
Czechoslovakia was represented at the Peace Conference not by 
her wise old leader, President Masaryk, but by an impulsive, 
clever but much less sagacious and more short-sighted politician, 
who did not foresee that the more he grasped the less he could 
retain.

"But the Czechs were specially favoured by the Allies. They 
had rendered considerable service to the Allied cause by start
ing the rot in the Austrian Army which hastened that process of 
disintegration which destroyed its value as a fighting machine. 
The result was the recognition of the polyglot and incoherent 
State of Czechoslovakia, and the incorporation in that State of 
hundreds of thousands of protesting Magyars and of millions of 
angry Germans.”

LEGISLATION IN HUNGARY GOES ON BUSILY 
IN ATMOSPHERE OF PERFECT ORDER AND PEACE

Anti-Hungarian propaganda, perhaps in order to distract 
attention from Czecho-Slovakia and create hostility between 
Hungary and Germany, has of late been spreading the most 
fantastic rumours in certain capitals of the West. To counteract 
this, partly overt, partly covert, propaganda, we are driven te
state most definitely that perfect peace and order prevail in Hun
gary. Premier Imredy has the reins of goverment well in hand,, 
and even if, as in every other country, there do exist malcontent 
elements here too, they have not the slightest prospect of being 
able to create any serious disturbances in the country. Parti
cularly since Parliament, quick to read the signs of the times,, 
has set itself deliberately and resolutely to the task of solving 
the nation's most pressing problems. To show what has been 
accomplished, we shall briefly summarize below the laws framed 
by the Hungarian Parliament during the past year.

Last summer Parliament passed a law extending the Regent’s 
sphere of authority, and passed it unanimously. This —  especially 
as the law is a fundamental one affecting the Constitution —  is 
not an everyday occurrence in the history of Parliaments. In 
terms of the new law the Regent is elected for life and has the
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right to veto twice any Bills passed by Parliament, The law also 
provides for the election of a new Regent when the office falls 
vacant. The date of the election is fixed by a Council of State 
consisting of the Premier, the Speakers of both Houses of 
Parliament, the Prince-Primate, the Presidents of the Supreme 
Court of Justice and the Court of Administration, and the 
Commander-in-chief of the National Defence Army. The retiring 
Regent is entitled to recommend in writing, for choice as his 
successor, three Hungarian citizens. But whether he exercises 
this right or not, the right of nomination lies with Parliament. In 
the first case a joint meeting of the two Houses decides by vote 
whether they wish to nominate other candidates besides those 
recommended by the Regent. If so, three other candidates are to 
be nominated and the new Regent will be elected from among 
the six nominees. Should the Regent waive his right to recom
mend a successor, the new Regent will be elected from among 
the nominees of Parliament.

In the spring of this year another important political Bill, 
the new Election Bill, was passed. In terms thereof, in future 
135 members will be elected by vote in the same number of 
constituencies and the remaining 125 on proportional representa
tion lists. In the first case a relative majority will suffice, 
provided the candidate receives at least 40% of the votes cast; 
in the second, the seats will be allotted on a proportional basis. 
The significance of the new law lies in the circumstance that it 
introduces secret balloting in every constituency, inflicts severe 
punishment on all persons found guilty of any kind of abuse, 
and relegates the question of disputed elections to the sphere of 
authority of the Court of Administration. These measures will 
do away with the major grievances which were the source of 
dissatisfaction with the Election Act of 1924, This reform of the 
electoral system also shows that, in spite of the anti-parliamentary 
tendency so popular today, Hungary adheres to the principle of 
parliamentarism, which in this country is as old as in England 
herself.

The greatest achievement accomplished by the Hungarian legis
lature, not only in the past year, but also within the last ten 
years, is the law ensuring the realization of the Five Year Plan, 
in which Parliament voted 1000 million pengo for the develop
ment of national defence and for a whole series of economic 
investments. This law is expected, on the one hand, to bring 
about the urgently imperative restoration of Hungary's power of 
self-defence, wellnigh completely destroyed by the Treaty of 
Trianon, and, on the other, to stimulate the pulse of economic 
life. Since the Government proposes to raise 400 of the 1000 mil
lions by means of a long-term loan and the rest by means of a 
progressive levy on capital exceeding 50.000 pengo, the Five 
Year Plan will impose no burdens on the poorer classes.
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The interests of the latter are protected by a recent law 
which determines the minimum wages and maximum working 
hours in each branch of industry, compels employers to give the;r 
employees holidays and secures a pension to all agricultural 
labourers over sixty years of age, to be paid out of the insurance 
tax paid by employers, supplemented by contributions from the 
Treasury.

Primarily social in its aims is the law dealing with the 
restoration of the economic equilibrium, which decrees that the 
proportion of Jews (who constitute no more than a round 5% 
of the total population) employed on the clerical and technical 
staffs private firms and as journalists, actors, film actors and 
managers, may not exceed 20% of the aggregate number of 
persons employed in those branches. In this way legislation 
wishes to provide the Christian youth of the country, who form 
an overwhelming majority,with possibilities of work in branches 
of occupation from which, owing to the increasing encroachment 
of the Jews, they were hitherto debarred. That this law is not 
based on a racial principle is obvious from the fact that the 
quota of 20% does not include Jewish ex-servicemen, war 
widows and orphans, or those who were converted before 1st 
August 1919.

The law framed to keep cartels in check establishes a State 
monopoly of spirit and empowers the Government to buy up, 
partly on a cash basis, party in exchange for State bonds, all 
distilleries with the exception of two.

To raise the level of Hungarian education a law has been 
passed establishing a teachers' academy, with which the period 
of training is extended from 5 years to 6. Another law sets agri
cultural, commercial and technical secondary schools on the same 
level as gym n a siu m s  and real sch o o ls . These schools will in 
future give their pupils a leaving certificate enabling them to 
enter technical colleges. In this way an attempt is being made to 
induce a larger number of young people to take up practical 
occupations.

In terms of an Order issued by Premier Imredy's Govern
ment, which since its formation in May has become proverbial 
for its energetic measures, civil servants may not be members of 
any party, organization or society which asks them to make a 
vow incompatible with their official oath, nor may they wear 
party badges in their offices. To exercise a restraint on the 
activities of the "yellow press", no papers except those which appear 
regularly may be published without the express or tacit consent 
of the Public Prosecutor. On the other hand, to enhance the 
prestige of the legitimate press, measures have been taken and 
a special Government Commission appointed, to pave the way 
for the establishment of Chambers of Pressmen. —  y  —
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VISCOUNT ROTHERMERE AND THE CZECH QUESTION
(Daily Mail, July 18)

“In 1919 the Allied statesmen at the Peace Conference in 
Paris disrupted the defeated Austro-Hungarian Empire, which had 
at least been a prosperous economic unit. They did so on the 
pretext of securing “selfdetermination" to its various peoples.

“They then proceeded to construct out of its ruins an entirely 
artificial country called "Czecho-Slovakia", which reproduced the 
defects and injustices of the Empire they had destroyed.

"O f all blunders committed by the men who made the peace, 
this was the worst. The penalty for it may easily prove to be 
another European war.

“A  new mongrel State of 15,000.000 people was formed 
around a nucleus of only 7.000.000 Czechs, A  few thousands out of 
these 7.000.000 had deserted from the Austrian Army during the 
war, and joined the Allies. If the peacemakers had been content 
to reward the Czechs by giving them independence in the province 
of Bohemia, where they live, there would have been nothing to 
say against it.

“But the Czechs had as their representative at the Peace 
Conference one of the cleverest intriguers living, Dr. Benes, now 
their President. He (knew that, by themselves, the Czechs could 
not form a nation of any importance. He set himself to eke out 
their numbers by bringing subordinate minorities of other na
tionalities under their yoke.

“Using various devices, he got the frontiers of his hybrid 
•country so drawn that they also included:

2.500.000 Slovaks.
3.500.000 Germans.

750.000 Hungarians.
500.000 Ruthenians.
100.000 Poles.

“The Slovaks were tricked into this political Noah's Ark. 
Many people of that race live in the United States. Dr. Masaryk, 
afterwards President of Czecho-Slovakia, induced the leaders of 
these American Slovaks to sign, on May 30, 1918, a document 
called the “Pittsburg Convention". In this the Czechs promised 
that, if the former Slovak subjects of Austria-Hungary would 
join with them to form a State, they should have a Parliament 
of their own and local self-government.

"That pledge has not been fulfilled. The Czechs have kept 
the control of the country in their own hands.
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"The 3j/2 million Germans protested strongly against being 
handed over to the Czechs, and demanded to remain as part of 
Austria. Their appeal was overruled.

"The Hungarians have never ceased to claim to be returned 
to the nation from which they were ruthlessly severed.

"When the Czechs revealed their plan at the Peace Confe
rence, the Slovaks sent a delegation to Paris, to denounce the 
humbug of bringing the proposed bogus State into existence. 
They addressed a memorandum to the Allied statesmen, beginning 
with the words:

"W e are not Czechs; we are not Czecho-Slovaiks; we are 
simply Slovaks, and Slovaks we wish to remain."

“They demanded a plebiscite for their people. It was refused. 
As M. Andre Tardieu, one of the pro-Czech French delegates at 
the Conference, has frankly admitted, "W e  had to choose be
tween a plebiscite and the creation of Czecho-Slovakia".

"For 18 years the Czechs have had it all their own way. 
They have kept the country under the heavy hand of their police.

“By banning the languages of the subject traces; by depriving 
their members of opportunities for public service and employ
ment, they have tried to suppress their national sentiment.

“All " Czecho-Slovaks" have to pay the same taxes, but the 
country's revenue is spent in overwhelming proportion upon the 
Czechs alone.

“The rest of Europe turned a deaf ear to the complaints of 
the minorities. The Czechs, who are cunning propagandists,, 
bamboozled British opinion by glib talk of their devotion to 
"democratic principles". The "democratic" nature of their methods 
may be judged from the fact that when, in 1929, a Slovak leader, 
Professor Tuka, called attention to the non-fulfilment of the Pitts
burg promise of autonomy for Slovakia, a Czech court condemned 
him to 15 years in penal servitude, where he still remains.

“At last, however, one of the subject-races of Czecho-Slovakia 
found a champion. As Germany grew strong under Nazi rule, she 
began to interest herself in the fate of her kinsmen living just 
across the Czecho-Slovak frontier. Hope started to revive among 
the dispirited victims of Czech tyranny.

“The Czech Government grew alarmed. It already had an 
alliance with France; in 1935 it made a military alliance with 
Soviet Russia, ,

“By doing this the Czechs prepared their own doom. The 
Bolsheviks are the natural foes of Nazi Germany. That they
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should obtain a footing in a country which is thrust like a deep 
wedge into the very heart of Germany was intolerable to the 
German Government. From that day retribution has been rapidly 
overtaking the despotic Czechs.

“The sudden annexation of Austria to the Reich last March 
opened their eyes to the peril they have brought upon themselves. 
The western end of Czecho-Slovakia, including Prague, the capital, 
is now bounded on three sides by the formidable race to which 
the largest of the oppressed minorities belongs. The German 
jaws are closing upon Czecho-Slovakia.

"The Czechs, in ther alarm, have begun to talk of reforms. 
For some weeks past their Government has professed to be prepar
ing a new "statute" for redressing the grievances of the minorities.

"This is manifestly no more than a device for gaining time. 
The Czech Government hopes that some unforeseen turn in the 
international situation may provide an escape from the penalties 
of its past misdeeds.

"Meanwhile, business in Britain and throughout Europe is 
being kept under the cloud of a grave war danger.

"Czech obstinacy is helping to increase unemployment and 
lower prices in this country. It has done even more than the 
troubles in Palestine to depress our trade.

“In these columns I have repeatedly warned the Czechs 
against the consequences of their ill-treatment of the minorities 
I repeat that warning to-day with great emphasis, and 
with the additional statement that if this question is not settled 
to the complete satisfaction of Germany by the end of September, 
no astute observer of European affairs will consider Czech 
independence to be worth three months' purchase.

“The Czechs have been the petty bullies of Central Europe 
long enough. They have not a single friendly neighbour. Their 
French and Russian allies are far away.

"When Poland, last March, sent an ultimatum to Lithuania, 
which had as allies both Russia and Czecho-Slovakia herself, 
neither of these countries made the slightest move to help her, 
because they knew that behind Poland stood Germany.

"A s for this country, the Czech Government will have a rude 
awakening if it imagines that Great Britain will ever lift a 
finger to save Czecho-Slovakia. Whatever the future fate of that 
political patchwork may be, it is no concern of ours. If Czecho
slovakia becomes involved in war, the British nation will say to 
the Prime Minister with one voice: "Keep out of it!”
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CELEBRATION OF STEPHEN RADITCH'S MEMORY
IN CROATIA

On June 11-th the Croat nation celebrated the birthday 
of the late Stephen Raditch and his brother Ante Raditch. The 
celebration began with the unveiling of the Raditch memorial in 
the house of the Croatian Peasant Party at Zagreb, at 4 o'clock 
in the morning. This unusually early hour was intended to 
signify that the coming of the two Raditch brothers meant the 
•dawn of Croatia's new national life. The main celebration took 
place at Raditch's birth-place, Duvno. The memory of the two 
leaders of the people was celebrated with great enthusiasm all 
over Croatia. ("Obzor", June 14.)

June 20th was the tenth anniversary of the tragic day on 
which Punisa Rasic, a Serb deputy from Montenegro, shot 
.Stephen Raditch, leader of the Croat people, together with two 
other Croat deputies at a public meeting of the Skupstina (the 
Serb Parliament) and wounded two Croat deputies. In memory 
of this sad event, memorial services and festivals were held all 
over Croatia on June 20th to the memory of Croatia's great 
national hero. —  y  —

COUNT PAUL TELEKI SPEAKS OF LORD ROTHERMERE 
AS A  “HUNGARIAN MAECENAS”

In the Budapest Museum of Fine Arts, on 8th July, a large 
and distinguished gathering met for the opening of the exhibition 
of fifteen paintings from Viscount Rothermere’s famous collection. 
These pictures have been lent to the Museum for the period of 
one year by Hungary's great friend. Among the masterpieces of 
•exceptionally great value are, “The Coronation of the Virgin” 
wrongly attributed to Giotto, Sasetta's "Birth of Mary”, Botti
celli's "Madonna”, Bellini's “Pieta” , Tintoretto's “The Resurrection 
of Lazarus", two Venetian pictures by Guardi, two pictures 
reminiscent of the qu a ttrocen to , by Venturi, the portrait of 
Charles IX. by Francois Clouet, a portrait of a painter praying, 
■by the Flemish Jan van Eyck, a portrait of a young woman by 
Van der Weyde, several famous portraits by Cocxe and, the 
greatest masterpieces of all, a self-portrait by Rembrandt 
and a "Madonna” by Rubens. These two are the pride of the 
collection. Another picture worthy of note is Philip de Laszlo’s 
portrait of Lord Rothermere.

In opening the exhibition Count Teleki, Minister of Educa
tion, amongst other things expressed the gratitude of the Govern
ment and the nation to the noble Lord.
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“Now when I take charge of this beautiful collection" —-  
said the Minister —  “I should like to express my gratitude to 
Viscount Rothermere, who is never forgetful of any phase of 
Hungarian life. He has not forgotten the past of this country, its, 
troubles and its national evolution. He has not forgotten the 
Hungarian Boy Scouts, and has now given proof that he wishes: 
to participate in the very necessary work of raising the level of 
artistic taste in Hungary. 1 regard  L o rd  R o th erm ere  as a H u n 
garian M a ecen a s. I count him as one of ourselves, and my grati
tude is all the greater because a Maecenas such as those who 
existed at the time when these pictures were painted is a rara 
avis today.”

The British Legation was represented at the opening 
ceremony by Mr. Gascoigne, C harge d'Affaires, and Mr. Edwards, 
Commercial A tta ch e. —  y  — •

61



H O W  M I N O R I T I E S  LIVE

CZECHO-SLOVAKIA

NATIONALITY PROTECTION —  NOT MINORITY  
PROTECTION!

At the beginning of July, the League of Nations’ Unions 
held a general assembly in Copenhagen. The Magyar delegation 
from Transylvania was headed by Baron John Josika; and the 
Magyar League of Czecho-Slovakia was represented by M. Geza 
Sziillo, Chairman of the Parliamentary Club of the United Hun
garian (Magyar) Party. Baron John Josika put the wishes of the 
Hungarians of Transylvania before the Minority Committee. Herr 
Aldringen Clary stated the demands of the Sudeta Germans, and 
M. Geza Sziillo in an impassioned speech condemned the prac
tice and methods adopted hitherto by the League of Nations. 
He objected to the fact that life, liberty and equality were 
described in the Covenant as a "right" presented as a gift to the 
minorities.

“What are we then? —  cried M, Sziillo —  "W hat was their 
opinion of us, when they gave us the "right to live" as if it 
were a privilege? This way of thinking is a disgrace! W e do not 
ask for favours, but for the rights inherent in our status as 
citizens. I protest against the rights of the nationalities being 
measured out as favours which may be taken from them again. 
I declare that we are tired of twenty years of procrastination. 
The problem of the national minorities has not yet been solved; 
that is why there is trouble in Central Europe. Here there is 
shilly-shallying; false opinion is being created by false appearan
ces, and doctored census returns are advanced to justify the acts 
of the Governments . .  ."

This statement created a great stir. The temper of the meet
ing grew more and more excited. The Czech delegation moved 
restlessly in their seats, the Rumanians following suit.

"Where is this being done?” cried M. Prochaska, one of the 
Czecho-Slovak delegates. "Allow  me to inform you" —  replied 
M. Sziillo —  "that it has been done, for instance, in Kassa 
(Kosice), where at the time of the elections more Magyar votes
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were cast than the number of Magyars figuring in the census. 
Other cases of a similar kind have occurred in Pozsony (Bratis
lava) and elsewhere".

At this point, in order to quell the excitement of the debate, 
the Chairman of the Assembly requested M. Sziillo to confine 
his remarks to the matter under diseussion.

M. Sziillo then continued as follows: “Nationality is the 
greatest treasure a man can have. And they, by denationaliza
tion, would root it out of our souls. This is why the expression 
"minority protection" is bad; what we need is "nationality 
protection" and those who want to denationalize the minorities 
must be made to suffer for it. This is the idea behind the 
nationality struggles in Czecho-Slovakia, and therefore I move 
that in the text of the resolution it be added that sanctions 
incorporated in a statute and controlled internationally shall be 
applied to all officials found guilty of acts of denationalization."

After Mr. Macartney's intermediary motion it was resolved 
that, to meet the wishes of the German and Magyar Unions of 
Czecho-Slovakia, the expression "nationality protection" should 
be used alongside of the expression "minority protection" in the 
draft prepared last year in London.

—  y —

VILLAGE OCCUPIED BY GENDARMES BECAUSE ITS 
MAGYAR INHABITANTS JOINED HUNGARIAN PARTY

M, Andrew Jaross, Member of the Czecho-Slovak Parlia
ment, put a question to the Minister of the Interior in connection 
with the abuses committed by the gendarmes in the Csallokoz 
district. The question, as it appeared in an official publication 
of Parliament (No, 1347/XII.) contained amongst other things 
the following statements: "In the Csallokoz district the Czecho
slovak Agrarian Party had formerly sixty Magyar members, of 
whom, up to date, fifty-three have announced their resignation 
of membership of that Party and their intention to join the 
United Hungarian (Magyar) Party. It would, however, seem that 
the gendarmes have taken service as canvassers of the Hungarian 
section of the Czecho-Slovak Agrarian Party, for when they 
heard of this desertion en masse, a reinforced detachment 
illegally occupied the village and for days disturbed the peace 
of the place. They subjected the deserters from the Agrarian 
Party to an examination, took their names and addresses as if 
they were criminals, demanded their papers and, using all sorts 
of means of intimidation, did what they could to prevent these 
citizens from leaving the Czecho-Slovak Agrarian Party and 
joining the only Magyar Party in the country."

—  y —
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TRADITIONAL HUNGARIAN HARVEST FESTIVAL 
FORBIDDEN

In Pelsoc (Plesivec) it was customary for the Hungarians to< 
Hold a big harvest home every year, which was attended by the 
leaders of the Hungarians in Czecho-Slovakia. Hitherto this 
festival has always passed off without any disturbing incident, 
with joy and gaiety. This year it was to have been held on 17th 
July, and both the leaders of the United Hungarian Party and 
the representatives of the authorities received invitations to attend 
it. But this time the Czecho-Slovak authorities forbade the 
festival. This shows how, when the whole world is anxiously and 
hopefully longing for a radical solution of the Czecho-Slovak 
nationality problem, the situation of the Hungarian minority, 
instead of improving, is going from bad to worse. —  y  —

FEW HUNGARIAN SCHOOLS IN LARGEST TOWN OF 
EASTERN SLOVAKIA

According to the questions put on 2nd June to the Minister' 
of Education by Count John Esterhazy, Acting-President of the 
United Hungarian Party, and Senator Nicolaus Pajor, the number 
of the inhabitants of Kassa (Kosice) was put at 70.117 by the 
1930 census, which stated the number of Magyars to be 11,504. 
Although the actual number of Magyars in the town is conside
rably in excess of that figure, there is only one Hungarian 
elementary school in Kassa, the Hunyadi-utca ten class school. 
There is also only one Hungarian State infant school in this 
large town, and it is situated near the other Hungarian school. 
In the depth of winter, in cold and frost, poor proletarian Hun
garian children have to walk about 4 or 5 kilometres from the 
other end of the town to reach the only Hungarian school. Poor- 
class Hungarian parents, who, for the reasons stated above, cannot 
send their children so far, are obliged to send them to the 
Slovak school close at hand, lest they be fined. —  y  —

RUMANIA
RECENT GOVERNMENT MEASURES CONCERNING 

MINORITY LIFE IN RUMANIA
On August 4th the "Monitorul Official” published the royal 

decree concerning the establishment of the Minority Comisariat 
(“Comisariatul general pentru minoritati"), together with the 
instructions of the Government concerning the agenda of the new 
comisariat. On the whole, the latter (namely the instrcutions) are: 
characterized by an anti-minority tendency and, what is even 
worse, they do not take info consideration some of the most vital 
problems of minority life, such as the participation of the;
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minorities in the work of legislation. In other words, this means 
that the ban imposed upon the political parties will not be 
relieved in the future. On this occasion we wish to make only 
a few remarks concerning these instructions.

In the first place, it was wrong to put the instructions in the 
form of an order in Council (or: resolution of the Cabinet
Council) which may by no means be regarded as a legal source 
of the same value as, for instance, a law or a Government decree, 
etc., as it may be revoked or altered by a subsequent order in 
Council at any time.

In the second place, the instructions still refer to the 
minority schools as "private” schools (in the literal sense of the 
word), which is obviously a violation of the Minority Pact. More
over, instead of providing for an "equitable share" for the 
minority schools out of the 14% communal surtax, the instruc- 
tions'merely talk of "an adequate proportion" (Art. 3). As regards 
the public character of minority church schools, the instructions 
—  instead of providing generally for the restoration of those 
minority schools that were previously deprived of their public 
character (and there are a great many of them!) —  merely men
tions that applications of this character, —  if they have not been 
attended to so far, will receive due attention in the future (Art. 4).

The inadequate regulation of the use of the minority 
languages is another source of grievance. The records of the 
municipal council meetings in purely or overwhelmingly minority 
areas must be written in Rumanian (Art. 13), although even a 
bilingual text —  to say the least —  would be a very modest 
concession indeed. That particular provision that the minority 
citizens may occasionally be allowed to address the municipal 
authorities in applications written in their own mother tongue 
becomes almost quite meaningless, as it is connected with the 
reservation that such applications must be accompanied by a 
certified Rumanian translation (”o traducere certificata” , Art. 14). 
Nor is it a proof of the free use of the minority languages that 
newspapers, periodicals and other printed matter m a y also bear  
the minority names of their place of publication (Art. 18). In 
other words, this means that the Rumanian place names have 
to be printed in the first p la ce. Moreover, the free use of minority 
languages is not regulated as regards the inscriptions on sign 
boards. Art. 25 provides that the sign boards of shops and other 
commercial establishments must be printed first o f  all in R um an
ian, while the inscriptions in the minority languages must follow 
second.

Art. 20 provides for the language tests  imposed on minority 
employees, but it does not contain a satisfactory solution of this 
burning problem which has caused the dismissal from public 
service of so many thousands of minority citizens. In this way 
the pestering sore of minority life still remains open wound.
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SUPPRESSION OF AUTONOMY OF THEIR CO-OPERATIVE 
SOCIETIES HAS DEALT ANOTHER SEVERE ECONOMIC 

BLOW TO MINORITIES
The June 23rd issue (No. 141) of the Rumanian Official 

Gazette contains the text of a Royal Decree which seriously 
affects the co-operative society movement of the minorities.

This Decree places all co-operative societies under the super
vision and control of the State by suppressing all existing unions 
of co-operative societies and making their rights over to the newly 
established N ation al In stitu te  o f  C o -o p era tiv e  S ocieties . This does 
away with the Union of Economic and Credit Co-operative 
Societies, which embraced the Hungarian minority's credit and 
economic co-operative societies, as well as the Nagyenyed Alliance 
of "A n t" Co-operative Societies, the most important organization 
of Hungarian minority co-operative societies. In future th ey  w ill 
fu nction  m ere ly  as provincial cen tres ; and this is a very paralyzing 
blow to the well-developed Hungarian co-operative system.

The following provisions contained in the Decree mean the 
complete suppression of the autonomy of the minority co-operative 
societies:

The National Institute of Co-operative Societies may in 
certain zones ordain the amalgamation of several co-operative 
societies, determining which society the others are to join (§ 11).

The annual budgets of the unions of co-operative societies, 
that is to say of the p rovincial cen tres, must first be approved 
by the National Institute of Co-operative Societies. O n ly  5 o f  the 
9  m em bers  constituting the Board of Directors of the unions of 
Co-operative societies shall be elected by the general assembly; 
the other 4 shall be oppointed by the Ministry of National 
Economy (§§ 15 and 17).

§ 55 of the Decree upholds the validity of § 221 of the Co
operative Societies Act, in terms of which the balance, budget, 
and annual report issued by minority co-operative societies must 
also be published in Rumanian. A  new measure is that minority 
co-operative societies are bound to place at the disposal of a 
supervisor a Rumanian translation attested by the parish 
magistrates, of any extracts from ledgers, any documents, cor
respondence or certificate required.

—  y  —
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TELEGRAMS MUST BE WRITTEN IN RUMANIAN

According to the latest Ordinance dealing with postal, teleg
raphic and telephone services the Rumanian Post Office may not 
take any telegrams except those written in Rumanian, or if 
telegrams are in a "foreign" language a certified Rumanian 
translation must be appended. In terms of another order, if 
anyone hears news dangerous to the security of the State over 
the wireless, he may not repeat it to a private individual, but is 
bound under pain of punishment to report it to the proper 
authorities ("Magyar Ujsag", July 7. ).

— y —

INNKEEPER FINED FOR LISTENING TO WIRELESS 
PROGRAMME FROM BUDAPEST

Quite recently the Court Martial at Kolozsvar (Cluj) tried 
Imre Kali, an innkeeper of Szovata, and six others, against 
whom proceedings had been instituted because they were charged 
by the sergeant of the gendarmes in Szovata with having listened 
in Kali's inn to a broadcast of the national celebrations in Buda
pest on 15th March. Kali was fined 2000 lei, the Court finding it 
proved that he had tuned in on Budapest on purpose and had 
left the door between his rooms and the public rooms open in 
order that his customers might also hear the programme,

— y —

SON OF A MINORITY WOMAN MAY NOT SEND HIS 
CHILDREN TO A MINORITY DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOL

From a minority point of view a very important decision 
was pronounced recently by the Kolozsvar (Cluj) High Court 
of Justice. A farmer living near Arad wished to send his 
daughters to the German denominational school instead of to the 
Rumanian village school. His application for permission to do so 
was refused by the Minister of National Education. The farmer 
appealed against the Minister's decision, and when the case came 
before the court, pleaded that his father had adopted the Roman 
Catholic faith on his marriage with a German woman. This was
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why he wished to give his daughters a German education. After 
hearing the Counsel for the State, the High Court of Justice 
dismissed the farmer's suit. (“Ellenzek", June 5.).

—  y —

HUNGARIAN CLUB IN SZATMAR CLOSED AGAIN

About three months ago the chief of the Public Security 
Office in Szatmar, acting on instructions from his superiors, 
closed and sealed the premises of the Hungarian Burghers’ Club. 
The explanation given was that in terms of a Government 
Ordinance the premises of every political party had to be closed. 
The explanation was a lame one, as the Club had nothing to do 
with politics. Repeated petitions resulted in Colonel Simion 
Coman, Prefect of the County, giving permission to re-open the 
premises on condition that Rumanians might also be members 
of the Club. It was then re-opened, but later on the committee 
decided against enrolling masses of new members and notified 
the Prefect to this effect. The Public Security Office then re
ceived new instructions, in terms of which the Club has now 
been closed again. —  y  —

ACUTE STRIFE OVER LANGUAGE TESTS

In connection with the language tests the Rumanian Supreme 
Court of Appeal has pronounced a decision of great importance 
in principle. In the case of John Bokor, a dismissed civil servant 
of Szekelyudvarhely, the Court announced that in terms of the 
Civil Service regulations, civil servants may at any time and 
repeatedly be required to pass the language tests, and that those 
who fail may be dismissed from their posts. A t the same time 
the Court of Appeal refused John Bokor’s request for a revision 
of his examination, demanded because he had a perfect know
ledge of Rumanian and had been dismissed on the arbitrary 
decision of the board of examiners. This decision of the Court 
of Appeal places minority civil servants at the mercy of the 
board conducting the language tests (“Deli Hirlap", June 15).

The Town Council of Nagyvarad (Oradea Mare) has again 
decided to subject the employees of the municipal undertakings 
to a language examination. Many of these employees are Magyars. 
The date of the examinations has not yet been fiexed, but the
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announcement has caused much excitement already ("Szabadsag”, 
June 17). —  This step runs contrary to the judgment prorounced 
in principle by the Temesvar High Court of Justice in the case 
of 9 dismissed employees of the municipal undertakings, in terms 
of which the employees of the municipal undertakings are to be 
considered municipal employees, since they are not appointed 
under the Civil Service Act and do not draw a State pension. 
This being so, they are simply private employees who may not 
be required to pass the language tests, or dismissed for failure 
to do so. The High Court of Justice also announced that the 
dismissed employees were entitled to claim damages from the 
town (“Keleti Ujsag", June 26).

The Prefect of Szatmar fixed the date of the language 
examinations to be passed by the minority employees of the 
County for June 28. The officials who had to appear were those 
who for same reason or other had not previously passed the 
language tests. —  Not long ago the Temesvar (Timisoara) 
Chamber of Lawyers also decreed that minority lawyers must 
pass the language tests. These lawyers then drew up a 
memorandum im which they declared the decision of the Chamber 
to be illegal and anti-constitutional. At the same time they 
signed a statement in which they bound themselves to act in 
agreement and not to appear at the language examinations 
("Magyar Lapok” , June 25). When the Board of the Chamber 
saw the resolute attitude of the minority lawyers, they began to 
bargain with them. President Brudariu declared that not every 
minority lawyer would have to take the examination, only those 
whose knowledge of Rumanian was doubtful. About 25 would 
have to do so, but not now, only in September. Any lawyer who 
was prevented from finishing his study of Rumanian by then 
could apply for a later date. Minority lawyers would be allowed 
to sit on the board of examiners (“Brassoi Lapok” , July 2). —  
The minority lawyers belonging to the district under the jurisdic
tion of the Arad Chamber of Lawyers were ordered to take a 
language examination on July 11. The lawyers urswervingly ad
hered to their opinion that the decree ordaining the language tests 
was unconstitutional. They therefore rejected it and refused to 
appear before the board of examiners. The Chamber of Lawyers 
retaliated with a threat of disciplinary procedure against those 
who refuse to take the examination. In a very belligerent tone the
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minority lawyers were told that their resolution was contrary 
to the Defence of the State Act and that, should they continue to 
refuse to take the language examination, they would find them
selves up against the authorities entrusted with the defence of the 
State, Meanwhile negotiations were set on foot. Such minority 
lawyers as were employed by the State or were drawing State 
pensions were forced by the pressure brought to bear on them 
to retract their signatures. But the rest continue to adhere to 
their standpoint and will not take the language examination. Those 
of the Rumanian lawyers who take a more understanding view 
of the question are trying to find an amicable solution, and on 
the initiation of some of them a movement has been inaugurated 
with the intention of preventing the strife growing more acute.

—  y  —

YUGOSLAVIA
PUBLIC FUNCTIONARIES ORDERED TO LEARN MINORITY

LANGUAGES
It is reported from Belgrade that M. Korosec, Minister of 

the Interior, has issued a decree ordering all public functionaries 
employed in the public administration or by the police in areas 
inhabited by minorities to acquire a knowledge of the minority 
language (or languages) concerned. Those functionaries who 
already know a minority language will receive special considera
tion in respect of promotion, while those who do not know any 
of these languages are enjoined to learn the one (ones) required 
within a period of three years. With regard to transfers the 
decree points out that great care must be taken in the future 
that public functionaries should have a satisfactory command of 
the minority language spoken in their new place of service. — 
It is with great pleasure that we report this piece of news, and we 
are of opinion that it means a great advantage, not only to the 
functionaries concerned, but to the Yugoslav State itself, if its 
public functionaries possess a fair command of the languages of 
the minorities. — y —

FACTS ILLUSTRATING HUNGARY'S MINORITY POLICY
The Serb church choir of Pancsova celebrated its centenary 

in June; this choir is the oldest union of this kind, not only in
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Yugoslavia but all over the Balkans. It will be interesting to 
mention the fact that it was on the initiative of this union that 
the first Serbian choral society was established in Belgrade in 
1868, which was followed by the foundation of the Serb national 
union of choirs.

A  letter was published on June 19-th in the Belgrade 
"Politika". In his "Letter from Hungary” the writer describes the 
present-day life of the Serb inhabitants of two villages in Hun
gary, Pomaz and Csobanka. The Serb inhabitants, the writer says, 
have so faithfully preserved their national traditions and their 
knowledge of their mother tongue that he had the impression 
of being in Serbia, not in the heart of Hungary.

—  y  —

NO PROPORTION BETWEEN THEIR NUMERICAL 
STRENGTH AND THE NUMBER OF HUNGARIANS 

APPOINTED ON THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL IN THE 
CAPITAL OF THE VOIVODINA

Fully one-third of the inhabitants of Ujvidek (Novisad), the 
capital of the Danube Banate, are Magyars. On 20th June the 
Ban dissolved the Municipal Council —  which is appointed, not 
elected —  and appointed a new one consisting of 54 members, 
on which only 5 seats were given to Hungarians of Ujvidek 
whereas they would have been entitled to 18. With the exception 
of the Roman Catholic priest and the Calvinist pastor no recog
nized leader of the Hungarians was appointed.

—  y —
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA

ECONOMIC DEPRESSION IN SUDETEN GERMAN AREAS

According to a report submitted by Herr Richter, a Sudeten 
German Deputy, to the political committee of the Sudeten 
German Party, a further decline is in evidence in Sudeten 
German industry. This statement appears to contradict the of
ficial records according to which unemployment is decreasing. 
The truth, however, is that the percentage of unemployment in 
the areas inhabited by a more than 80% German majority is 
five and a half times as much as in the Czech areas. The reason 
for this is that, in consequence of the political structure of the 
State, the decrease of exports from 636 millions last year to 
620 millions this year weighs most heavily upon the Sudeten 
German areas. Explaining the causes of this decrease, Herr 
Richter points out the insufficient support of export trade and 
the intentional negligence in the matter of business relations 
with Germany; moreover, the feeling of unrest and the lack of 
confidence created in international business circles by political 
events in May last was also greatly contributed to cause this 
recent economic depression, Herr Richter's report, furthermore, 
comments bitterly on the boycotting movement intitiated by the 
Czechs against German goods. The number of German workers 
dismissed by their non-German employers is continually increas
ing. The Government has no word to say against the system of 
transferring factories from the Sudeten German areas to 
Bohemia. The Czech withdraw their capital from Sudeten Ger
man business, refuse to give credit and exact "voluntary” 
contributions towards the National Defence Fund and the Na
tional Aviation Fund under pain of criminal prosecution,

—  y  —
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THE PETSCHEK MINES PURCHASED BY THE 
ZIVNOVSTENSKA BANKA

The coal concern of the firm Petschek & Co, one of 
Czechoslovakia's largest mining companies, has been purchased 
—  for the sum of 300 million Czech crowns —  by a business 
company representing almost exclusively the interests of the 
Zivnovstenska Banka. The importance of this concern may be 
illustrated by the following figures: in 1937 it produced 4 mill, 
tons of brown coal, and the number of its employees was 7500.

—  y —

DECREASE OF COAL CONSUMPTION
It is officially reported that the amount of coal consumed 

in June this year was 1088 truckloads less than last year. The 
decline in the consumption of coke at the same time amounted 
to 180 truckloads. The amount of brown coal exported from 
Czecho-Slovakia during the same period was 1435 truckloads 
below the amount exported last year. —  y —

REMARKABLE DECREASE IN EXPORT AND IMPORT 
OF RAW MATERIALS

The records recently published by the Statistical Bureau of 
Prague show that there was a marked decrease in almost every 
important branch of the export trade in raw materials, as the 
following figures prove: cotton fell from 52.526 to 35.834 tons, 
wool from 15.756 to lo. 416 tons, silk from 2810 to 1663 tons, 
coal from 551.971 to 532.568 tons, petrol from 166.469 to 164.090 
tons, pork from 78.426 to 47.322 pieces. The only item in which 
there was an increase was oil seeds, from 65.886 to 70.926 tons. 
The various branches of export show the following figures: the
exports of textiles fell from 1.151.107 to 1.005.574 million crowns 
cotton industry from 380.71 millions to 337.33 millions, wool 
industry from 276.42 mill, to 249.11 mill., glass industry from 
288.04 to 262.68 million crowns. —  y —

INTERNATIONAL SHOEMAKERS’ CONGRESS DECLARES
WAR ON BATA

On July 26— 29-th the third international shoemakers’ 
congress was held in Budapest. The congress, with M. Francois 
Dohmen in the chair, discussed mainly questions of vital interest 
to the trade. M. H. Fischli, Secretary General of the Swiss
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Union, called the attention of the congress to the bitter competi
tion being waged by the Bata concern against the whole trade 
which, he pointed out, could by no means be regarded as fair 
and which, he added, had been causing heavy losses to the trade 
in general. The chairman, M. Dohmen, declared that the reason 
why the Bata concern had not been invited to the congress was 
that the congress was attended by representatives of the trade 
from various countries, whereas the Bata concern was conducting 
a fierce compaign against the shoemaking concerns in many 
countries. The congress then approved the motion submitted by 
M. Cesare Bertoletti, leader of the Italian delegation, and 
decided to organize an international compaign against unfair 
competition; the delegates also decided to ask their respective 
home governments not to allow the Bata concern to settle in the 
country.

—  y  —

HUNGARY
REMARKABLE IMPROVEMENT IN FINANCIAL 

SITUATION OF STATE RAILWAYS
The official records published by the Hungarian State Rail

ways on June 26-th show that the total receipts of the Railways 
in 1936/37 amounted to 247,407.790 pengo. The total expenditure 
of the State Railways, including the lines controlled by them, 
amounted to 273.574.953 pengo; it appears, therefore, that the 
receipts in 1936/37 were 28.3 million pengo, (i. e. 12.9%) higher 
than in the previous year, while the total amount of expenditure 
shows an increase by 10.3 millions, (i. e. 3.93%.) The chief items 
of expenditure as follows: personal expenditurs 73.389.813 P.
(28.83%) material expenditure 2.67 millions, maintenance and 
operatiny costs 76.1 millions, renewal of stock and improvement 
costs 6.5 millions, Sunday expenses 82.4 millions, service of loans 
and interest 32.5 millions pengos. The excess of expenditure 
amounts to 26.1 millions, that being a marked improvement in 
comparison to the excess of 44.1 millions in the previous year a 
difference of 17.9 millions. The motor road transport of the State 
Railways was carried on by 114 motor-coaches of their own and 
28 other motor coaches, while the number of passengers conveyed 
by them was 1.717.136. The volume of goods transported was 
23.172 millions tons. The number of kilometers covered amounted 
to 4.5 millions, to which the motor coaches contributed 338.189 
kilometers.

—  y  —
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RUMANIA

ECONOMIC REORGANIZATION SCHEME

In his economic organ, the “Excelsior" (July 23,) M, I. 
Manoilescu-Strunga, former Rumanian cabinet Minister, reports 
that the Supreme Council for Economic Affairs has Already 
laid down those principles according to which Rumania's economic 
reorganization will have to be carried out. The memorandum is 
entitled: “General Instructions In re the Drafting of a Long- 
Term Economic Plan”, Already in the early autumn a number 
of committees will probably be appointed to revise the entire 
economic and financial legislation of Rumania and to bring the 
most important laws in harmony with this new scheme of the 
Supreme Council for Economic Affairs, Among the laws which 
are to be thus revised will be the following: the Mining Act, the 
law corcerning the Exploitation of Energy, the law concerning 
the Valuation of the State's Resources, the law concerning the 
Organization of Agriculture, the Roads Act, etc.

The fundamental principle of the new economic scheme is 
that the sound economic development of the State must be based 
upon a free government, in such a way, however, that liberty 
should not jeopardize the vital interests of the State. The protec
tion of national industry, according to the scheme, is to be 
based upon the idea that Rumania is to be regarded as an 
exporter, not only of raw materials, but of industrial products 
as well.

—  y —

YUGOSLAVIA
THE LAND DEBTS

The “Chartered Agrarian Bank" has just published its final 
report concerning the agrarian debts taken over by the State and 
the payments hitherto effected. The data of the report are as 
follows:

Area No. of Banks Number of 
Debtors Amount of Debt

Belgrade 3162 404.333 1.581.491.556
Zagreb 1025 144.860 562.361.772
Laibach 511 47.895 479.670.028
Sarajevo 709 167.822 373.191.356

Total: 5407 764.910 2.996.714.712
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In payment of these debts the agrarian debtors had paid, 
until June 3, 1938, to the Chartered Agrarian Bank the amount 
of 181.312 dinars in capital instalments and interest. At the same 
time, the Chartered Agrarian Bank has issued to the other banks 
bills to the amount of 228.452.000 dinars and has paid out
114.415.000 dinars in cash. ("Jugoslavenski Lloyd", June 18.)

—  y  —

INLAND LIABILITIES OF THE STATE
According to the report published by the Narodna Banka, the 

inland liabilities of the State at the end of the budget year, 
April 1, 1938, were as follows (in millions of dinars):

debt on payment in debt on
1. 4. 1937 1937/38 1. 4. 1938

7% investment loan 475.3 2.8 472.5
4°/o land loan 111.5 2.4 109.1
2.5°/o reparation loan 

(Ratna steta) 4075.3 72.6 4002.7
6°/o "begluk" land loan 465.6 5.7 500.8
8°/o Dalmatian loan 168.6 1.6 253.7
4°/o Northern land loan 47.6 5.2 62.7
5°/o public works loan 282.0 19.0 588.0
3°/o land bills — 8.5 203.8

Total: 5625.9 117.8 6193.3

It appears, therefore, that in spite of the payment of 117.8 
million dinars, the libilities of the Yugoslav State have increased 
by 685.2 millions. ("Jugoslavenski Lloyd", June 9.)

—  y  —

NEW STATE-OWNED MINING COMPANY
At the end of June an ordinance was issued in Yugoslavia 

relating to the foundation of the "Yugoslav Steel Company Ltd.” 
The new company will have a share capital of 600 million 
dinars, the State itself being the principal shareholder. The State 
will cooperate with the new concern through the State-owned 
mines at Zenica and the iron works at Ljubija, which are also 
owned by the State. The value of these works is estimated at 
285 million dinars. The new company will, moreover, take over
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the exploitation of the State-owned iron and coal mines at Vares; 
the ownership of the latter will also pass into, the hands of the 
company after the expiration of the contract with the present 
lescees. In return, the State will receive a lot of shares of a 
total value of 100 million dinars. The State Credit Bank will 
also take over a lot of shares of the value of 200 million dinars. 
In addition to this, the amalgamation of the new company with 
the Iron Industry Co. Ltd. of Zenica has also been taken into 
consideration. The ordinance defines the purpose of the new 
company as the explorations of ores their exploitation and manu
facture. In addition to iron and ore production the company is 
intended also to produce all kinds of metal goods. For this 
purpose the company will be allowed to establish new branches 
or to cooperate with other companies,

—  y  —
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Sixteen teams from Italy, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Yugo
slavia and Rumania have been contesting for the Central European 
Cup, each team playing two matches. The teams that have 
reached the semi-final stage are the "Juventus” and the “Genoa" 
(Italy), the “Ferencvaros" (Hungary) and the “Slavia” (Czecho
slovakia), The first semi-final matches were won by the “Genoa" 
and the “Juventus" respectively. If, however, their oppenents 
succeed in scoring more goals in subsequent semi-final matches 
they will be able to take part in the final round, which is to 
take place on September 18th. The Hungarian team "Ferenc
varos” is continually increasing its number of victories. The 
results of the matches in July in which Hungarian teams were 
concerned were as follows: On July 3-rd the Rumanian team 
“Rapid" beat the Hungarian team “Ujpest” by 4 : 0  in Bucha
rest. The Italian team "Juventus" won against the Hungarian 
team “Hungaria" by 4 : 0, while the Hungarian team “Ferenc
varos" defeated the Czechoslovak “Jidencie” at Budapest. On 
July lo-th the "Ferencvaros" won against the Rumanian “Ripen- 
sia” at Bucharest by 5 : 4. On July 17-th the “Ferencvaros” beat 
the Rumanian “Ripensia" at Budapest by 4 : 1 .  On July 24-th 
the Italian "Juventus" played against the "Ferencvaros" at 
Milan and won by 3 : 2 .

SWORD FENCING
On July 3-rd the team-match of the Italian and Hungarian 

sword fencers was held at Venice. It was only after a very hard 
fight that the Hungarian fencers were able to maintain the 
traditional superiority of the Hungarian sword against their ex
cellent Italian opponents. The result was 18 : 18, 135 : 128. On 
the Hungarian side the best result was that achieved by Dr. Rajczy 
who won all six assaults; the best member of the Italian team 
was Signor Gaudini, who scored five wins,

—  y  —
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LAWN TENNIS
Two American tennis champions, —  Mr. Budge, winner of 

the Wimbledon championship, and Mr. Mako, an American lawn 
tennis champion of Hungarian origin —  visited Budapest to play 
matches with the Hungarian champions on July 5th, 6th and 
7th. It came as a great surprise that the excellent American 
champions suffered a decided defeat from their Hungarian 
opponents. On the first day the Hungarian pair Dallos— Asboth 
lost against Budge— Mako by 6:3, 6:0, 6:3, while Budge defeated 
Szigeti and Mako beat the Hungarian Gabori in the singles. On 
the second day the Hungarian pair Szigeti— Gabori beat the 
Amerocans by 3:6, 6:2, 7:5, while the Hungarian Asboth won 
against Budge by 6:1, 6:8, 3:0, and the Hungarian Dallos beat 
Mako by 6:3, 2:6, 7:7.

The lawn tennis championship at Hamburg on July 15th 
was won by the Hungarian lawn tennis player Szigeti, while the 
Frenchman Destremmean was second.

SWIMMING, WATER POLO
The tenth German-Hungarian swimming contest held at 

Budapest ended in a victory of the Germans. On the first day, 
July 16th, Germany won the 4X200 m. relay race by 9.10 min.; 
at the same time the German Balke won the 200 m. breast stroke 
by 2 min. 45.2 sec., the German Weiss took the first prize in 
diving, while the German Platt was first in 400 m. free style 
swimming. The Hungarian victories of the first day were the 
following: the water polo match by 3:0, the women’s junior 
championship in the 100 metres race, and the men's junior 
championship (also 100 m.). On the second day, the Hungarian 
swimmer Grof was first in the 1500 m, race (20 min, 02.22 sec.), 
while the German Fischer beat the Hungarian Olympic champion, 
Francis Csik, in 100 m. his time being 1.00 min.; the German 
Schlacht was first in 100 m. back stroke, the German Weiss won 
the first prize in high (tower) diving, while the Hungarian Engel 
beat the German Balke in 100 m. breast stroke (1 min, 11.8 sec.).

The water polo match of the second day was a draw; the 
Hungarian team being unable to repeat its victory of the first 
day over the Germans, so that the result was 2:2.

PENTATHLON
July 5th was the first day of the pentathlon championship 

arranged between the Hungarian, Swedish and Polish teams 
consisting of six members each. The first event of the contest 
was distance riding, which was won by the Hungarian team, 
Sweden and Poland taking second and third places respectively; 
in single riding the first prize was won by Lieut. Orban (Hung.),
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the second by Lieut. Bolgar (Hung.), the third by Lieut. Joos 
(Hung.), and the fourth by Lieut. Kylenstierna (Swed.), The 
results in epee fencing were: 1. Kylenstierna (Sw.), 2. Marczalkovi 
(Hung.), 3. Kohanski (Pol.), 4. Gyalokay (Hung.), 5. Orban
(Hung.). Pistol shooting: 1. Kylenstierna (Sw.), 2. Alekinski
(Pol.), 3. Orban (Hung.), 4. Bezzegh-Huszagh; in this event the 
Hungarian team scored 24 points, the Swedes 35 p., and the Poles 
65 p. —  300 m. swimming: 1. Bolden (Sw.), 2. Orban (Hung.),
3. Gyalokay (Hung.), 4. Kylenstierna (Sw.). As a result of the 
above records the championship in the pentathlon contest was 
won by the Hungarian Lieut. Orban.

ATHLETICS

The second Finno-Hungarian athletic contest took place on 
July 9th and 10th at Helsinki. The Hungarians won the following 
first prizes: Kovacs in 100 metres hurdle race and 200 m. flat 
race; Gyenes in 100 m. flat race. The Finns, on the other hand, 
took the first prize in the following events: 5000 m. flat race, 
discus throwing, 15000 m. flat race, long jump, 10.000 m. flat race. 
The Hungarian team won the first prize in Swedish team running. 
The final result was 86.5:76.5 points for Finland.

The Hungarians won the following first prizes in the Hun- 
garian-Estonian athletic contest held at Tallin on July 11th: 100 
m. flat race (Gyenes), 400 m. flat race (Vadas), 800 m. cross 
country (Harsanyi), and 3000 m. flat race (Csaplar). The E sto n 
ians won first prizes in the high jump, long jump and throwing 
the javelin.

HANDBALL

The Danish-Hungarian handball match, played at Dessau on 
July 6th, was won by the Hungarian team by 10:7. This remarkable 
result created a most pleasant surprize in Hungarian sporting 
circles, because this branch of sport has only recently been intro
duced into Hungary. —  y  —
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