
H O W  M I N O R I T I E S  LIVE

CZECHOSLOVAKIA
HUNGARIANS IN CZECHO-SLOVAKIA AND NEGOTIATIONS 

BETWEEN HUNGARY AND LITTLE ENTENTE

At the meeting of the Hungarian members of the Czecho
slovak Parliament and Senate on October 25, M. Geza Sziillo, 
the well-known President of the Association of Hungarian 
Members, referred to the memorandum which he and the Pre
sident and Vice-President of the United Hungarian Party had 
submitted to President Benes at the time of his election as Pre
sident of the Republic. (It will be remembered that Dr. Benes 
then promised the fulfilment of the claims contained in the me
morandum, whereby he was able to secure the votes of the Hun
garian electors for himself. —  Ed.). M, Sziillo then declared that 
they would not be satisfied with anything less than this and in
vited all the governing factors in the State to meet these claims, 
which they themselves had described as very reasonable.

Commenting on M. Krofta's expose in Parliament on Novem
ber 18, M. Sziillo objected that the Foreign Minister had made 
no reference to the question of conciliation between Czecho
slovakia and her neighbours, and to solution of the Danube 
problem or the minority question. Though speaking at some 
length about Hungary, the Foreign Minister had not pointed out 
the essence, namely the primary condition under which “some 
agreement may be reached in this respect”.

Speaking in Parliament on 18th November, Count John 
Esterhazy, acting-chairman of the United Hungarian Party, re
plied to M. Hodza's speech at Csernova and to his expose on 
the Budget. After mentioning that the tension between Czecho
slovakia and Hungary has eased slightly of late, he said: —

“All the more incomprehensible, then, was Premier Hodza's 
speach at Csernova, which —  in my opinion —  was not calculated 
to improve the friendly atmosphere to which he referred. Nor is 
the niggardly manner in which the Premier has made provision 
for the Hungarians in his expose today calculated to reinforce 
friendly relations.”

He then reminded the Premier of his promise to establish 
a Hungarian teachers' training college, to fill the Hungarian chair
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at the Pozsony University, settle satisfactorily the question of 
citizenship and soon redress the language wrongs of the Hun
garian minority. "If —  he said —  the Czecho-Slovak Govern
ment genuinely desires to create a real atmosphere of peace with 
Hungary, the Premier should have devoted more attention to 
peace with Hungary, the Premier should have devoted more 
attention to our situation and, above all, he should have fulfilled 
his old promises, for that would be the surest way of establishing 
friendly relations between the two countries. For our part, we 
distinctly declare that we have had enough of promises and 
statements. What we want now are deeds. Statements which are 
not followed by deeds result in our mistrusting Government. The 
key to the situation is in the hands of the Government, especially 
in the Premier's hands. If he wants to prevent the Hungarians 
from behaving with utter mistrust of Government, let him fulfil 
their demands, which ask for nothing more that what is 
guaranteed in the Peace Treaties and in the Constitution of the 
Republic. So long as these demands are not granted let no one 
be surprised of our attitude towards the Government remains in 
future what it has been in the past —  one of utter mistrust."

— y —

STUDENTS' DEMONSTRATIONS FOR THE LEGAL 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE SLOVAK LANGUAGE  

IN THE UNIVERSITY

There are altogether four Universities in Czecho-Slovakia: 
two in Prague (one German and one Czech University), one at 
Briinn and one at Pozsony, both the latter being Czech Uni
versities. Though the University of Pozsony is, officially, a Slovak 
University, most of the professors are Czechs and the lectures 
are also held in Czech. The Slovaks are, therefore, fully justi
fied in protesting against this abnormal state of affairs, which 
forms a glaring contrast to the fairy-tale of “Slovakia's libera
tion”. Their bitterness and disappointment are being expressed, 
among other ways, in a series of demonstrations staged by 
Slovak University and Academy students in the Pozsony Komenski 
University and in the streets of ' the city, since the end of 
October.

This action of the Slovak students is backed up by the two 
autonomist parties in Slovakia: Rev. Hlinka's Catholic People's 
Party and the Lutheran Slovak People's Party, In the session of 
the Czecho-Slovaik Parliament on November 9th M. Charles 
Sidor, member of the Slovak People's Party, made reference to 
events which had taken place in connection with a demonstration 
of the Slovak students on the previous day. On that day, at the
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request of the students, a Czech Professor, Prof. Pe§ka, lectured 
on the language question. The lecture was to be followed by a 
debate, but —  much to the students’ surprise —  when some of 
them rose to open the debate after the Professor's lecture, the 
Police officer in attendance ordered them to abstain from com
menting on what had been said. A  demonstration was thereupon 
held by the students to register their protest; but the demonstra
tion was followed by scenes which —  in M. Sidor's words —  were 
"the shame of our democracy" and "a  glaring proof of the anti- 
Slovak spirit of the Police at present". The Police, M. Sidor, 
said, had treated the Slovak students with the utmost brutality, 
and one Slovak student had come to him and complained how 
the policemen, threw him on the ground, maltreating him with 
their feet and rubber batons. The Slovak People's Party issued a 
declaration to the effect that it identified itself with the lawful 
claims of the Slovak students and that it was in full sympathy 
with their grievances; the declaration concludes with the assurance 
that the Party will never desert the students in the achievement 
of their claims.

In connection with the demonstrations, the organ of the 
Party, the "Slovak" wrote as follows on 16th November:

"W ere the Czechs to show less affection for us and, instead 
of sending people from Prague among us gave the jobs to Slovaks, 
one cause of unrest would cease. Were Prague more modest in its 
affection for us, refraining from sending Czechs to fill leading 
positions among us that might well be filled by Slovaks, one cause 
of mistrust would cease. If Prague, instead of fine words, of 
which it is not chary, would respect Slovakia's economic needs, 
would regulate tariffs and settle the question of State contracts, 
several other causes of dissatisfaction would disappear. And if 
Prague would desist from ruling Slovakia with the aid of censors, 
police, gendarmes and criminal procedure: if, in a word, justice 
and equality were to take the place of armed force, there would 
be no fresh cause of dissatisfaction in the mayor part of public 
life.

The "Narodnie Noviny" of 11th November stated that it 
was unable to report the truth in connection with the student 
demonstrations, since the censoring of the articles would cost the 
Party many thousand crowns. According to reports that have 
escaped the censor's scissors, the police trashed the students un
mercifully and left them lying unconscious in their blood on the 
pavements. The students who are arrested were thrown into 
prison vans.

Another striking instance: an article dealing with the de
monstrations at Pozsony (Bratislava), which was published in 
the “Nastup”, a Slovak students’ journal, was deleted by the 
censor in 46 places.
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Expulsion of Slovak School-Boys, for 
Defending their Mother Tongue.

Reports published in the “Narodnie Noviny" and the 
“Slovak” on Nov. 21st describe an unparalleled case which took 
place at the Grammar School of Kormocbanya (Eremica), as a 
result of the students' demonstrations at Pozsony (Bratislava). 
One of the organisations in the town had posters put up which 
were full of misspellings. When the pupils of the sixth form of 
the Grammar School corrected the Slovak orthography of the 
posters, their headmaster, M. Rudolph Stanzl, a Czech engineer, 
expelled them from the school. The papers have protested against 
the expulsion of the pupils.

Monsignor Hlinka: Slovakia Looks to 
the Slovak Emigrant for Help.

At an assembly held by the Slovak colony in Vienna, on 
November 21, in commemoration of Bernolak, creator of literary 
Slovak, a letter written by Monsignor Hlinka was read; the 
writer of the letter addressed his words to the Slovaks living 
abroad, asking them to help their brothers at home in their 
struggle for the better future of the Slovak nation. Slovakia, 
Monsignor Hlinka wrote, expects a great deal of the Slovak 
emigrants, who have already given so much to their country. In 
conclusion M. Hlinka solemnly vowed that he would continue 
the campaign for Slovakia's home rule to the last and enjoined 
his brethren abroad to increase their activity and remain faith
ful to the cause.

American Slovak League Insists on In
corporation of Pittsburgh Convention.

In a resolution adopted on 22nd October, the Central Com
mittee of the American Slovak League stated that the League 
adhered unswervingly to its former resolution to struggle for an 
enforcement of the Pittsburgh Convention and refused to give 
up the Magna Charta of the Slovaks or rest until it was in
corporated in the Czecho-Slovak Constitution. (The Pittsburgh 
Convention, which was concluded by the American Czech and 
Slovak Leagues and signed amongst others by the late President 
Masaryk, guarantees Slovakia autonomy in the fields of legis
lature and the administration of justice).

—  y —

BOOKS WHICH ARE NOT TO BE INTRODUCED INTO
THE REPUBLIC

It was reported by the Official Gazette on November 12 that 
the District Court of Pozsony ordered the confiscation and sup
pression of a geographical handbook entitled "Hungary and the 
Hungarian race", which was written by the professors of Uni
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versity Jeno Cholnoky, Gyula Princz and Count Pal Teleki. 
Another typical instance of Czechoslovak censorship is the con
fiscation of the religious books: "The Heart of Christ ' by Pater 
Anton, and "Rosebuds of Mount Carmel" by Rev. Istvan Soos.

•— y —

THE RIGHT TO ESTABLISH COOPERATIVE SOCIETIES IS 
GRANTED TO THE SUDETA GERMANS BUT REFUSED 

TO THE HUNGARIANS

Commenting on the fact that the financial advisory com
mittee of the Republic has consented to the establishment of fifty 
new cooperative societies, the leading Hungarian organ in 
Czecho-Slovalkia, the “Pragai Magyar Hirlap” (Oct. 20) points 
out that the co-operative movement in Slovakia is still —  ac
cording to the provisions of law No. 210/1919 —  under the 
control of a compulsory central organ, called “Ustredne Druzstvo”. 
The number of the Hungarian co-operative societies is as low as 
20, and even these are not allowed to be directed by Hun
garians or to serve the purposes of the Hungarian population. 
The Germans are the only minority people in Czecho-Slovakia 
which is free to organize its own co-operative movement, while 
the Hungarians and the other minorities enjoy no protection 
whatever against the vicissitudes of economic life. —  y  —

AUTHORITIES COMPEL THE PROTESTANT MINISTERS TO 
CELEBRATE EXTRAORDINARY SERVICES

Addressing the general assembly of the Reformed Diocese 
of the Tisza District at Kassa on Nov. 4., the Rev. Alexander 
Magda informed the audience that in spite of the insistence of the 
Church authorites the Czechoslovak Government had so far re
fused to sanction the Constitution of the Reformed Church, which 
had led to a great deal of annoyance and done much harm. The 
Rev. Magda declared that the authorities themselves did not know 
the limits of their competence. Things had gone so far that 
initiating the district sheriffs, the parish clerks, too, felt entitled 
to give orders to the ministers of the Church, compelling them to 
hold extraordinary services even on occasions not specified by 
order of the Government; though these authorities ought to know 
perfectly well that services could only be ordered by the superior 
Church authorities, and even the resolutions of the Government 
authorities had to be carried out with their consent.

— y —
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GRIEVANCES OF POLISH MINORITY
Commenting on M. Hodza's address to Parliament on No

vember 17, the “Gazetta Polska” (Nov, 20) regretted to see that 
the Premier had made only a passing reference to the demands 
of the Polish minority. Among the most outstanding demands of 
that minority are the following: no Czech schools shall be 
established in Polish villages, the number of Polish schools 
should be allowed to increase in proportion to the percentage of 
the Polish population, and the Poles should suffer no disad
vantage because they choose to remain loyal to their nationality. 
—  On Nov. 2st the same paper complained of the fact that the 
"Dzienni Polski” , a Polish paper appearing in Czecho-Slovakia, 
had been again confiscated by the Czech authorities, because 
it had published an article dealing with the grievances of the 
Polish minority. —  y  —

926 ESPIONAGE TRIALS IN PROGRESS 
IN CZECHO-SLOVAKIA

It was reported by the “Wiener Neueste Nachrichten” , on 
Nov. 21, that 226 Czech, 423 German, 220 Hungarian and 27 
Russian nationals are being held under arrest on the charge of 
espionage. Of the 423 German prisoners on trial 350 are Czecho
slovak subjects, while 73 belong to other countries.

—  y  —

HUNGARY

PREMIER'S STATEMENT ABOUT THE MINORITY
QUESTION

On November 16th Premier Daranyi saw a deputation of 
German farmers. The gist of his reply to their requests was as 
follows:

“The present Hungarian Government, like its predecessors, 
did not pursue a policy tending to weaken the minorities in 
the field of economy. On the contrary, the Government was 
particularly careful to see that in this, as in other fields, the 
principle of full equality, de jure and de facto, should prevail in 
the relations between the majority and the minorities. Were this 
not so, the German minority in Hungary would not be so well 
off as it is today.

Then the Premier went on to point out that the Government 
was doing everything possible to satisfy the reasonable cultural 
demands of the German minority.

The Government, — said M. Daranyi — in co-operation
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with all the factors that counted, was striving to eliminate any 
possible obstacles to a definite solution of the problem, but would 
not allow the question to be turned into a means of propaganda 
or suffer undesirable influences to bear upon it, which instead 
of furthering a solution might actually prevent one. The Govern
ment regarded the question as one calling for practical measures. 
To illustrate this the Premier mentioned that the State had 
established at considerable expense one-year courses in German 
for teachers, in order to provide a sufficient number of teachers 
able to teach German well.

Premier Daranyi's reply was received by the members of 
the delegation with great satisfaction and approbation.

— y —

RUMANIA

THE RUMANIAN PHYSICIANS’ ALLIANCE ALSO DEMANDS 
A  "NUMERUS VALACHICUS”

The Rumanian Christian Physicians' Alliance, in a petition 
addressed to the Minister of Health, stated that only 55 of the 
1505 doctors whose foreign diplomas have been naturalized during 
the past 12 years were Rumanians; the rest being Jews and other 
aliens. The Alliance asked that the naturalization of foreign 
diplomas should be suspended for five years and at the same 
time announced its intention of co-operating with the Rumanian 
Christian Lawyers' Alliance and other organizations with similar 
aims, in order to protect Rumanian national interests.

—  y —

CAMPAIGN AGAINST HUNGARIAN CULTURE

The systematic campaign of the Rumanian authorities against 
the culture of the Hungarian population is being continued 
without a break. The performances of the Hungarian theatrical 
company at Marosvasarhely have been prohibited three times 
within a week, under the pretext that the same premises were 
also used for cinema performances. ("Keleti Ujsag", Oct 23.). —  
The performances of the Herz Cinema in Transylvania were pro
hibited for one day, because the title of the film was also 
printed in Hungarian (“Estilap", Nov. 7.). —  Again, the gendarmes 
of Csiksomlyo have ordered the confiscation of certain objects 
from the private collection of the Szekler Museum in that town; 
among them were a tourist map of the County of Csik, some 
Szekely toys and a Hungarian portrait of Baron Balazs Orban. 
("Magyar Lapok”, Oct. 6.). —  The Interim Municipal Commis
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sion of Marosvasarhely has removed 2500 Hungarian books from 
the City Library ("Magyar Ujsag”, Nov. 11.).

— y —

FRESH HUNGARIAN EDUCATIONAL COMPLAINTS
The Hungarian section of the State elementary school in 

the village of Omor has been closed, and Rumanian is now the 
sole language of instruction ("Deli Hirlap”, Oct. 24). In Nya- 
radandrasfalva 23 Calvinist Hungarian pupils of the State 
elementary school have been forbidden by the authorities to at
tend the Calvinist religion lessons, and on the pretext that their 
parents were of Rumanian extraction are being compelled to 
take religious instruction from the Greek Catholic priest (“Keleti 
Ujsag”, Nov. 10), —  y  —

UNITARIAN MINISTER SENTENCED TO SIX MONTHS’ 
IMPRISONMENT FOR A  FUNERAL SERMON

On a charge of agitation against the State M, Louis Csong- 
vay, Unitarian minister of Nyaradszentlaszlo, has been sentenced 
by the court in Marosvasarhely to six months' imprisonment and 
fined 4000 lei because of a funeral sermon. M. Csongvay has 
appealed against this severe sentence, which was passed in his 
and his counsel’s absence ("Magyar Lapok”, Nov. 6).

— y —

REMOVAL OF HUNGARIANS FROM FRONTIER ZONE

At a congress of the Greelk Oriental Brotherhood Associa
tion held recently in Nagyvarad, M. Sextil Puscariu, university 
professor and lay chairman of the organization, declared that the 
fortifications being built on the Hungarian frontier would be 
strong only if the people behind them were attached to their 
country. He therefore suggested that for a good many kilometres 
behind the belt of fortifications all minority inhabitants should 
be removed and Orthodox Rumanians settled in their place, 
("Szabadsag”, Nov. 9). The ultra-chauvinist “Curentul” enthusias
tically welcomes the Government's intention to settle ex-service
men in the frontier zone. The explanation given is that Govern
ment circles find it necessary to change the ethnic composition 
of the population by settling Rumanian national elements there, 
in order that the frontier may thus be strengthened ethnographi- 
cally (“Magyar Lapok”, Oct. 28). —  y  —
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HUNGARIAN OFFICIALS MOLESTED

The Prefect of County Szatmar suddenly ordered 16 county 
and municipal officials to pass another language test. Three of 
them failed (“Keleti Ujsag”, Nov, 6). —  All minority veterinary 
surgeons have been transferred from Szilagy County to places 
in various other parts of Rumania and their places filled with 
Rumanians (“Ellenzek” , Oct. 15). —  y  —

EVEN COURTS OF ARBITRATION NOT ALLOWED TO 
USE HUNGARIAN LANGUAGE

The Supreme Court has decided that the findings of the 
courts of arbitration may not be considered valid unless worded 
in Rumanian. (“Banater Deutsche Zeitung", Oct. 12).

—  y  —

YUGOSLAVIA

DISQUIETING PHENOMENA IN YUGOSLAV-HUNGARIAN
RAPPROCHEMENT

In Ujvidek (Novisad), the capital of the Danube Banate, 
there are six Hungarian cultural unions functioning; these unions 
submitted to the police an attractive and varied programme which 
they had prepared for the autumn and winter season. The police, 
however, did not consent to these performances and informed the 
unions that they would be allowed to give only one performance 
a month but in common, not separately. When the leaders ap
peared before the Prefect of Police to persuade him to withdraw 
his decision, as the prohibition of the separate performances 
would cause a financial crisis in their unions, the Prefect 
exclaimed: “Don't forget, gentlemen, that you are in Yugoslavia, 
not in Hungary!”. The leaders of the unions thereupon launched 
a campaign, in which they are protected by the Hungarian 
members of the appointed Municipal Council, who declared that 
they would resign their seats on the Council if this injustice 
was not remedied. — y  —

HUNGARIANS IGNORED WHEN APPOINTING PARISH  
COUNCILS AND ASSESSMENT COMMITTEES

The law regarding the restitution of the self-government of 
towns, which was passed in 1934, has not yet been executed. 
Thus the affairs of the 74 towns of Yugoslavia are still controlled 
by appointed Municipal Councils, whose appointment depends
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entirely on the Government, as may be seen —  among other 
things —  from the example of the city of Nagy-Becskerek 
(Petrovgrad). The Municipal Council of this city was dissolved 
without any explanation in the middle of November by M. Radic, 
Deputy Ban of the Danube Banate, who thereupon appointed a 
new Council. Although the Council has 45 members, the number 
of Hungarian members is only 5, although the Hungarians, who 
represent 27— 30% of the population of the city, would have been 
entitled to at least 12 or 13 seats on the Council. The Assess
ment Committees of the Voivodina are also just beginning their 
activity; the number of Hungarians among their members is 
negligible. Thus, for instance, the committee in Nagybecskerek has 
24 members, among whom there is not one Hungarian to be found. 
The same applies to the committee in Zombor.

The fact that the Hungarian minority in Yugoslavia is so 
severely suppressed is largely due to the circumstance that no 
attention is being paid to the principle of national equality —  
which was laid down in the minority agreements —  with regard 
to the appointment of the Assessment Committees; notwith
standing this, the Yugoslav press is always endeavouring to point 
out that the principle of equality is invariably applied to the 
minorities of the country. —  y  —

WHERE IS JUSTICE?
Following the proposal of the Minister of Education, ten 

new Secondary Schools have been opened by the Government 
Council. This is all the more surprizing as the request of the 
city of Zenta — whose population is 87% Hungarian — to 
develop its Lower Gymnasium (Grammar School) into a com
plete Secondary School with eight classes had been refused at 
the same time, although the city — in co-operation with the 
neighbouring communes — offered to defray the expenses that 
might be incurred in connection with the new classes. The reason 
why the Ministry has rejected the city's request is that it does 
not wish to open new classes in the Hungarian section of the 
schools, which it would have to do if the school were to be de
veloped into a complete Secondary School. — y  —

BLOODY CLASH BETWEEN THE GENDARMERIE AND 
THE PEASANTS IN CROATIA

A  serious clash took place on November 1st between the 
Gendarmerie and the peasants of the Croatian village of Novi 
Gradec in the district of Virovitica; five peasants —  among them 
an old man of 75 and a child of 15 —  died and eight were 
severely injured. Among those who were injured was a par
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liamentary representative of the Croatian Peasant Party, M. 
Martin Mesarov.

On this occasion M, Macek, President of the Croatian 
Peasant Party, addressed an open letter to the Premier, M, 
Stoyadinovitch, In this letter M. Macek informs the Premier 
that on the day in question a meeting —  which was previously 
reported to the authorities —  of the members of the co-operative 
society entitled "Gospodarska Sloga" was convened at the house 
of one of the farmers. Before the opening of the meeting after 
about a hundred people had assembled in the courtyard —  a 
patrol of gendarmes lined up outside the house, while a "tam- 
buritza” band was just playing old folk songs. The patrol barred 
the only exit from the courtyard and warned those present to 
depart at once. When M. Mosarov, the Croatian parliamentary 
representative, who also appeared at the meeting, came up to 
the gendarmes to explain the situation to them, the patrol fired 
a volley without any provocation, whereupon M, Mosarov him
self and several other victims dropped down wounded or dead. 
When the peasants attempted to carry the severely wounded re
presentative into the house, the patrol fired a second volley. 
Later on the patrol lined up on a dyke and fired further shots 
at the unsuspecting peasants who were on their way to the meeting- 
place. Even the amulanoe car in which the most severely in
jured persons were being taken to the hospital to Virovitica was 
fired at by the gendarmes and by Serb colonists outside the vil
lage of Majkovac, which is inhabited by Serb colonists. M. 
Macek concludes his letter with the following words:

"Sir, for this bloodshed the Croatian people expects no 
satisfaction from you, because its experiences in the past —  and 
above all, the murderous attempt in the Semj (the Parliament) 
some years ago —  have taught it that satisfaction will never be 
given. But I must warn you, Sir, that the Croatian people are 
not to be treated as free game for your uniformed and non-uni- 
formed hirelings to shoot at their pleasure. In future, therefore, 
any such criminal attack and violence will be met with similar 
violence."

A  large meeting of the Croatian national student unions was 
held on Oct. 25 in University Hall at Zagreb, at which the most 
urgent claims of the University were discussed. The meeting 
adopted a resolution setting forth the claims of the students as 
well as certain others of political nature. A  national campaign 
was declared against all forces continuing to work against the 
achievement of the ultimate goal: the restitution of the sovereignty 
of the Croat State.

While the meeting was on inside the University, the following 
inscription was to be read on the fa£ade of the building: "Down
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with the prison of Yugoslavia. Hail the independent State of 
Croatia!”.

A  strict inquiry was thereupon instituted by the Police.
— y —

CZECHO-YUGOSLAV RECIPROCITY —  IN REALITY

The confiscation was ordered by the State Attorney of the 
October issue of the "Nastup", which is the periodical organ of 
the autonomist youth of Slovakia and is published at Pozsony. 
One copy, however, has reached Budapest so that we are now 
able to see why the confiscation was ordered; one of the articles 
in the paper informs the reader that 85— 90% of the Slovaks in 
teh Batchka (Yugoslavia) voted for the Croat party in the general 
elections; for this reason, day after day, they are made to ex
perience very bitterly what a luxury it is to side with the op
position in Yugoslavia. A  Slovak student relates that whenever 
the University students in Belgrade prepare for a demonstration, 
the Slovak students are the first to be arrested and imprisoned. 
From an unconfiscated issue of the same paper we learn that 
among the teachers of the Slovak Grammar School at Petroc 
(Petrovatz) there are only a few Slovaks, the majority —  with 
the exception of one Croat —  being Serbs, who know very little 
or nothing about the Slovaks. The Slovak teachers are continually 
handicapped in their work by the Serb headmaster, M. George- 
vitch. Not one of the pupils of this school was allowed to appear 
at the festival given in honour of a party of students from 
Pozsony. The young Slovak teachers are not sent to the Gram
mar School in Petroc but to some school in South Serbia or 
Macedonia. Slovaks find it very hard to get passports to Czecho
slovakia, in fact they have often to deposit money before they 
are allowed to leave the country. Parties of students from Czecho
slovakia enjoy only 50% reduction on the Yugoslav railways, 
while travelling Italian and German students are given 75%; not 
unfrequently German students receive free tickets for the second 
class. "This is Czecho-Yugoslav reciprocity —  in reality.” : these 
are the concluding words of the interesting article of the 
"N&stup”. —  y  —

ACTUAL SITUATION OF GERMANS IN YUGOSLAVIA  
REALLY WORSE

The situation of the Germans in Yugoslavia is actually worse 
than the press of other countries would have it to be. W e have 
already taken occasion to point this out on the basis of state
ments made by the leaders of the German minority and of quo-
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tations taken from the German minority press; thus in our last 
issue we referred to a speech made by Herr Kraft, leader of 
the German minority, in the Skupstina (the Yugoslav Parlia
ment). Herr Kraft protested most vehemently against the Ger
mans being still looked upon as "second class citizens” ; he 
declared that "an ideal solution of the problem of German edu
cation would be the introduction of that educational autonomy 
within the Church which the Serbs of Hungary enjoyed until the 
end of the Great W ar".

A  typical piece of information regarding the actual situation 
of the Germans in Yugoslavia —  particularly in Slovenia —  is 
given by the “Wiener Neueste Nachrichten”, in a leading article 
published on November 10th under the title: “Ein Gegenseitig- 
keitsproblem?” (“A  question of Reciprocity?”). The writer of 
thei article draws a comparison —  on the basis of the five 
points of the recent German-Polish minority agreement —  be
tween the situation of the Germans in Slovenia and that of the 
Slovenes in Carinthia.

The real state of affairs in Yugoslavia —  says the Wiener 
Neueste Nachrichten —  is that when the children are taken to 
school at the beginning of the school year, the educational 
authorities arbitrarily and deliberately determine the children’s 
nationality, without regard to the rights of the parents or to the 
language spoken by the family. The legitimate claim of he 
Germans in the Drave Banate to use their own mother tongue 
in their intercourse with the authorities has not yet been granted. 
One by one the local organizations of the “Kulturbund” are 
being dissolved, so that there is no possibility of a cultural col
laboration. Education is, so to speak, a monopoly of the State. 
The establishment of private schools, i. e. the self-aiding of the 
minorities from their own contributions, is prohibited by the 
school laws. Even the private teaching of German teachers is 
made impossible, because those who are found doing such 
work are transferred —  as idlers —  to their places of residence. 
Things are going so far that even German religious teaching in 
the schools of the German settlement of Gottschee has fallen a 
victim to the process of Slovenization.

In almost every district under the jurisdiction of the Drave 
Banate even the native Germans have, since years, been excluded 
from the purchase of land; the fact that the applicant is a German 
is enough to induce the committees of land purchase to return a 
negative finding.

—  .V - -
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