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OUR FRIEND IN WHOM WE MAY TRUST
BY

FRANCIS HERCZEG

Mr. Rhys J. Davies is a Member of the British House 
of Commons belonging to the Labour Party. He is a 
politician of great weight; he was Home Secretary 

in the first Labour Government. For years past he has co
operated enthusiastically in the work of the “ Central 
European” Group of the House of Commons. As is well 
known, this group of Members of Parliament has, as a re
sult of its study and its knowledge of the situation of the 
peoples of the Danube Valley, become an advocate of treaty 
revision; for its Members became convinced that the evils 
could not be redressed except by an amendment of the ter
ritorial provisions of the Treaty of Trianon.

Mr. Rhys J. Davies visits our country frequently for the 
purpose of increasing his knowledge of the Hungarian 
question. He has more than once examined the Trianon 
frontiers on the spot and has thoroughly studied the various 
minority questions and the economic and social conditions 
prevailing in Dismembered Hungary, Today he is one of the 
best-informed authorities on every phase of the Hungarian 
question in Europe. In Hungary he is naturally at all times 
a welcome visitor; he has won the respect and sympathy of 
all Hungarians by the charming simplicity and frankness of 
his manners and by the conscientiousness and manly sobriety 
which characterises the most eminent of British statesmen.

What has impelled us to speak of this British politician 
today is the circumstance that he is at present in the United 
States of North America on a lecturing tour. His first 
lecture was delivered in New York, under the auspices of 
the “Amerikai Magyar Nepszava" and in the presence of an
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English-speaking audience. The title of his lecture was: — 
"Hungarian and Central European Problems".

We cannot but feel touched when we read the words 
in which our British friend spoke of our poor, downtrodden 
country. "I have seen Budapest, the marvellously beautiful 
city of Budapest. I have seen the Margaret Island in its 
unsurpassed, royal pomp. Surely the Hungarian people has 
every right to be proud of its country” .

The lecturer spoke with British frankness of the condi
tions brought about by the treaties of peace. "Today", he 
said, ,,the world is divided into two parts, — into countries 
which have everything and countries which have nothing. 
Hungary is one of the "have-nots” .” In illustration of the 
misery brought about by the Treaty of Trianon he enumerated 
all the data showing so strikingly the ignorance and un
scrupulousness of the persons who in Paris demarcated the 
new frontiers. He invoked as witnesses those Hungarians 
who are compelled to take out passports if they would cross 
from one side of the street to the other side, or if they would 
go out into their fields, —  or if they would visit the churches 
of their towns . . . According to Mr. Rhys Davies, not only 
justice, but mere common sense too demands that absurd and 
disgraceful conditions of the kind should be put an end to: 
and surely there is no one of sound mind either in America 
or in Europe who could gainsay this statement. The lecturer 
added that he could not conceive it possible that the peoples 
in Central Europe would live in peace and friendship so 
long as masses of oppressed Hungarians were forced to live 
in misery in the Succession States.

It is interesting to read that Mr, Rhys J. Davies spoke 
very appreciatingly of the propaganda being carried on in 
foreign countries by Hungarian society in the interest of 
Hungary, —  a propaganda which, as he said, "has never 
descended to exaggerations or extremes” . He concluded his 
lecture whith the following sincere words: — “ I do not say 
that I accept everything told me by Hungarians; but I must 
in conclusion establish the fact that Hungary has justice on 
her side when she appeals to the tribunal of the world to 
endorse her demand for a revision of the Treaty of Trianon".

We have become quite accustomed already to foreigners
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visiting Budapest speaking with cordial sympathy of Hungary 
and the Hungarians and on occasion also of the necessity of 
a revision. But that a British legislator should speak in 
public in America and give such decided expression to his 
sympathy for the Hungarians, is unusual and surprising and 
a matter of importance. The sincere indignation of Mr. Rhys 
Davies's words, his open and unconditional branding of the 
Treaty of Trianon as stupid and wicked, his manly and 
courageous assistance to a people whom he regards as victims 
of injustice, — these are fruits of the peculiar characteristics 
of the Anglo-Saxon race. The attitude adopted here has 
nothing to do with any tactical considerations; it is merely 
the sincere and instinctive manifestation of a British mind.

To us the value of the statements made by Mr. Rhys 
J. Davies is enhanced by the consciousness that in entering 
the lists in defence of universal human justice this British 
politician is acting deliberately in the interests, not of Hun
gary, but of Great Britain. It is Britain's interest that there 
should be peace in Europe; and it is a sine qua non of
peace that the principles of justice and humanity should be
enforced in international politics. The demand for justice to 
Hungary is therefore a function of the peace policy of Great 
Britain; about that we have no doubt at all, nor can we
doubt that British politicians will only be able to demand
justice for Hungary so long as that justice does not run 
counter to the vital interests of the British nation.

His work in America has undoubtedly entitled Mr. Rhys 
J. Davies to the gratitude of the Hungarian nation. And the 
attitude adopted by him may teach the world various lessons. 
In the first place, it shows beyond a doubt that, though many 
things may be said about our revision movement, there is 
no truth in the rumour with which the Little Entente press 
loves to cajole its readers to the effect that the will for 
revision of the Hungarian people is on the wane. But we 
Hungarians too may learn from this attitude, — we may 
learn that the future of our country cannot be ensured un
less the spirit of which Mr. Rhys J. Davies is a warm
hearted and eloquent representative gains the upper hand in 
international life. We should regard it as an incalculable 
catastrophe if we ever again came into serious conflict with
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the people whose sons have the courage so honestly and so 
manfully to enter the lists in the cause of justice for a small 
nation living so far off.

*

Mr, Rhys J. Davies, British Labour Party M. P., was on a 
lecturing tour in the United States a few weeks ago. One of his 
lectures, which was delivered in New York in the White Hall of 
the Roman Catholic parish named after St. Stephen at the in
vitation of the "Amerikai Magyar Nepszava”, was attended by a 
large audience, who warmly applauded the speaker. Below will be 
found a summary of Mr. Rhys J. Davies' lecture as reported in 
the "Amerikai Magyar Nepszava”.

"I  have seen Budapest —  he said at the beginning his 
lecture —  wonderful Budapest, I have seen the Margaret Island 
unsurpassable in the majesty of its beauty. I have been in Buda
pest lately, and if there is a nation on earth which may be proud 
of its country, it is the Hungarian nation.”

Then Mr, Rhys Davies went on to say that he was the son 
of a little nation. He was born in Wales, For sixteen years he 
had been serving his constituency as a Labour Member of the 
British Parliament, and during that time he had had many op
portunities of studying officially Central European and Balkan 
problems. Two things drew him to Hungary. First, he was a 
musician himself; he loved Hungarian music and considered 
Francis Liszt the greatest of musical geniuses. Then there was 
the great problem of the Hungarians, revision. He had begun to 
take an interest in that problem on the occasion of his first 
visit to Hungary when he saw for himself how things stood. When 
he saw with his own eyes what had become of the Hungarian 
nation after the Peace Treaties, he was filled with amazement.

The world war had been followed everywhere by unjust 
Peace Treaties. The Treaty of Versailles was unjust and had 
prepared the way for the Nazi regime. Hitler would never have 
acquired control had he not been helped by the unjustices of 
the Treaty of Versailles.

But what had happened to unfortunate Hungary? A  nation 
of twenty-one million souls had dwindled down to one of eight 
million. What would the United States do, were the Japanese 
to seize California, Arizona and Oregon and Brazil took pos
session of Florida and Georgia?

A  fresh war would be no solution. Wars never solve any
thing, for when the victor oppresses the vanquished he sows the 
seed of yet another war. This was evident not only in Central 
Europe but all the world over. Today the world was divided 
into two categories: the countries that had all they wanted and 
those who had nothing. Hungary belonged to the latter.

4



OUR FRIEN D IN  W H O M  W E  M A Y  TRUST

In his opinion the peace of Central Europe would never be 
guaranteed until serious frontier readjustments had been effected. 
Once he had stood on the roof of the cathedral in Esztergom 
gazing at the wonderful panorama stretching out below him. At 
his feet lay a town the inhabitants of which could only cross 
from street to street with passports. Was it commonsense when 
a man required a passport to attend church in his native town? 
He had seen peasants who had to show their passports before 
they were allowed to cross to their little bits of land which 
were no more than a stone's throw from their tiny dwellings. 
Not justice alone, but also commonsense and humanity demanded 
the rectification of those impossible conditions.

Mr. Rhys Davies could not imagine peace in Europe so long 
as millions of Hungarian were living under oppression in Yugo
slavia, Czechoslovakia and Rumania.

In the course of his lecture Mr. Rhys Davies spoke with 
appreciation of Hungarian propaganda, which never went to ex
tremes. This did not mean to say that he accepted and approved 
of everything told him by the Hungarians, but his final con
clusion was that Hungary was entitled to lay claim before the 
judgment-seat of the nations to a revision of the Treaty of 
Trianon. —  y  —
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HISTORICAL RETROSPECT OF HUNGARY’S 
NATIONALITY POLICY

BY

Dr. ANDREW MORAVEK

(  C on clu s ion .)

The churches of nationality character in Hungary were 
the following: —

The Greek Catholic (Uniate) Church, with roughly
2,000.000 members (this figure is that of 1910). O f this 
number some 300,000 were Magyars by tongue; until 1912 
the latter were under the jurisdiction of the Greek Catholic 
dioceses using the Ruthenian and Rumanian liturgy respect
ively. These dioceses foisted the Church Rumanian language 
also on the Magyar children, on the pretext that it was the 
language of the liturgy. A  very important role in the cultural 
life of the Rumanians of Hungary and in the national de
velopment of the Rumanians generally was played by the 
Greek Catholic Rumanian Archbishop of Balasfalva, who 
controlled a church with roughly 1,130,000 members which 
—  apart from real estate worth many millions (of gold 
crowns) —  possessed various endowments representing a 
value of more than 13,000,000 gold crowns. The Rumanian 
“ gymnasium" (secondary school) established in Balasfalva 
by the Archbishop —  which later on was expanded to what 
is known as an “archigymnasium" by the addition of a 
course in philosophy —  and the theological seminary 
established in the same place trained the founders of the 
so-called “Daco-Rumanian" school of history and linguistics 
(Sinkai, Klein, M ajor) who were thus the originators also 
of the Rumanian national consciousness proper; and it was 
these schools that educated the teachers and professors who 
by organising the educational system of the two Rumanian
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principalities which had been made independent were thus 
the real founders of Rumanian intellectual life.

A n  important role similar to that of the Greek Catholic 
Church was played in the intellectual life of the Rumanians 
by the Greek Oriental (Orthodox) Rumanian Church, which 
numbered roughly 1,850.000 members. The latter had a 
theological college (three years’ course), a teachers’ training 
college (in Nagyszeben), a full “ gymnasium" (in Brasso) 
and a “ lower gymnasium” (at Brad). The property of the 
Church —  consisting of real estate and various foundations 
—  represented a value of some 12,000,000 gold crowns. 
Notwithstanding this, the Hungarian State contributed
100,000 gold crowns yearly towards the administrative 
expenses of the Church, granting also a subsidy of 1,225,000 
to supplement the stipends of the priests.

The Greek Oriental (Orthodox) Serbian Church — of 
the members of which only a small fraction (some 450,000  
souls) resided in Hungary proper — was one of the 
wealthiest Churches in the country. It possessed assets — 
funds and endowments — representing a total value of 16.5 
million gold crowns, and landed property of such extent that 
the aggregate value of its possessions may safely be estimated 
at 100 million gold crowns.

Of the importance of these self-governing Churches, of 
the role which they played in the intellectual life of their 
respective nationalities and of the influence exercised by 
them in calling into being and developing the racial conscious
ness of those nationalities, Mr. Benedict Jancso — the 
most eminent authority on the nationality endeavours of the 
non-Magyars of Hungary, whose data are our authority also 
for what has been said above — writes, in ter alia, as 
follows:4 —

“ Francis P a la ck y , the father of Czech historical writing, 
not only helped to arouse, but was the real initiator of, the 
Czech national spirit and endeavours. Palacky obtained his 
previous training, not in Bohemia, where at that time the 
whole educational system was German both in language and 
in spirit and where the Czech national spirit was still in a

4 J a n cso , B e n e d e k : “Defensio nationis Hungarioae", pp. 160 ff.
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state of coma, but in Hungary — at Trencsen and Pozsony. . . 
When Palacky went to Pozsony, that town — or rather the 
Evangelical lyceum of that town — was already an important 
Slovak literary and nationality centre. This school was the 
alma mater also of John Kollar, who later functioned as 
Evangelical minister in Budapest and in his poem entitled 
’ ’Slavy deera”  (The Daugther of Glory) wrote the epos of 
pan-Slavism. The founders of Slavonic linguistics and of 
Slavonic archaeology, — Dabrowsky and Schaffarik —, were 
also born in Hungary; indeed, Hungary was the country in 
which the latter developed his science. Schaffarik completed 
his college studies in the lyceum at Kesmark; and his first 
literary work — a small collection of Slovak folksongs — 
was published in 1814 at Locse. . . These facts too prove 
that the cradle of the Czech national renascence and con
sequently of pan-Slavism was rocked in Hungary, a circum
stance facilitated by the religious tolerance characteristic of 
the Magyars, by their liberal political views and by the 
intellectual freedom that was a consequence of the consti
tutional system prevailing in Hungary . . .

“ In the eighteenth century the domination of the Slav 
language in the Rumanian Church was put an end to by the 
Protestant missionary movement, which introduced the 
Rumanian language into the Church: the movement was 
started among the Rumanians of Transylvania by Gabriel 
Bethlen, Prince of Transylvania, and was continued by the 
two Rakoczis and Michael Apafi, who were also all Princes 
of Transylvania. There is one more point which I regard it 
necessary to mention in this connection, — viz. that the 
bitterest opponents of the introduction into the Rumanian 
Church of the Rumanian language were the prelates of the 
Wallachian waywodeships, Theodosius, Metropolitan of Bu
charest, who claimed the supreme ecclesiastical authority 
over the Rumanians of Transylvania, instructed the Transyl
vanians not to presume to use their own language in their 
churches, seeing that the Rumanian language was still too 
unpolished and too rude to serve as the language of divine 
worship . . . The awakening of the Rumanian national con
sciousness and the development of cultural endeavours per
meated with the national spirit runs exactly parallel to the
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national endeavours of the Hungarian nation. In the opening 
decades of the nineteenth century the Rumanian national 
spirit was held completely in check by the Grecianising ten
dencies of the Phanariot rulers of Bucharest and Jassy, the 
two capitals of the Wallachian waywodeships; while at the 
same time there sprang into being centres of cultural en
deavours permeated with a Rumanian national spirit, not 
only in Balasfalva, the seat of the Rumanian Greek Catholic 
Archbishop, but also in Budapest, the Capital of Hungary so 
distant from the territories inhabited by Rumanians. The 
Budapest centre developed among the members of the com
mittee of censors organised in connection with the Budapest 
University Press, — a circumstance easily explained by the 
fact that the first censor of Rumanian books was Samuel 
Klein, one of the founders of the “Daco-Rumanian” school 
of philology and history. This institution —  Marienescu 
wrote in his biography of Peter Major, who was also a book 
censor employed by the University Press — was a veritable 
benefit to the Rumanians. Nor could a Rumanian savant 
possessing national feelings have wished for a better office; 
for he had beside him the University Press and the University 
Library, continuously stimulating him to do everything he 
could in the interests of Rumanian literature. This office 
became the meeting-place of those younger Rumanians who 
came to Budapest to study; it became a veritable source of 
national resurrection, showering the benefits of enlightenment 
on the people too and becoming an unconscious bond of union 
between those students who later on became writers of more 
or less distinction or played roles in the national life of the 
Rumanian people. That the Hungarian educated classes — 
and indeed Hungarian society generally — did not display 
any hostility towards these Rumanian literary, scientific 
and cultural endeavours, was readly admitted by the persons 
themselves who worked in the cause of those endeavours, 
and is also proved by undeniable facts. It is well known, for 
example, that the only assistance accorded during the dark
est years of his life to George Sinkai, the founder and 
“ father of Daco-Rumanian historiography” , was that which 
he received from Count Wass and his family. In 1815 a 
Rumanian Women's Association was established in Buda.
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This Rumanian Women's Association was at all times — in 
view of its humanitarian aims — effectually supported by 
women belonging to distinguished Magyar families — Baro
ness Sophia H orva th , Rose F e je rv a r y ,  Maria P iisp ok y , etc. 
Very interesting and very striking is the description of the 
effect on the Rumanian waywodeships exercised by the 
Rumanian national spirit called to new life in Hungary given 
by Vazul U rech ia , the whilom President of the anti-Magyar 
Liga Culturala: —  “We are told that freedom and democracy 
came from America to Europe in cotton bales. We may 
also establish the fact that the exchange of ideas between 
the Rumanians of our country and the Rumanians of Tran
sylvania has been effected through the channel, not only of 
books but also of commercial intercourse. With the packing 
cases from Brass© have come to Bucharest and Jassy the 
new Rumanian and Rumanianising writings of the Cichindeals 
and the Samuel K lein s  and  a b o v e  a ll o f  th e P e te r  M a jo rs ."  
— Still stronger and still more definite was the influence on 
the culture of Serbia exercised by the Serb culture developed 
as a consequence of the influence of the schools of the 
autonomous Serbian Greek Oriental Church functioning 
within the territory of the Hungarian State. During the period 
of almost two hundred years between the time when the 
Patriarch Tchernoyevitch came to Hungary and the last 
quarter of the nineteenth century practically all the more 
important scholars, poets and artists of Serbdom generally, 
were products of the Serb people which had found a home 
in the Hungarian State. Right down to 1880 Ujvidek was the 
veritable centre of Serbian literature and science: that town 
might safely have been spoken of at that time as “the 
Athens of the Serbs". Ujvidek is still the seat of the Serbian 
Matica, a cultural institution which has had more influence 
on the development of Serbian literature and culture than 
all the other Serbian institutions of a similar character com
bined. This literary and scientific society was founded in 
1826. Until 1864 its seat was in Budapest; in that year its 
seat was transferred to Ujvidek. Its present assets (that 
was in 1919) represent a value of 460,017 crowns — or, 
together with the scholarships and endowments entrusted to 
its custody, 3,138,817 crowns. The list of important Serbian
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scholars originating from Hungary is opened by John 
Rayitch, who was born at Karlocza in the second half of 
of the eighteenth century; he is usually spoken of as the 
father of Serbian historiography. Of Hungarian origin was 
also Dositheus Obradovitch, the greatest poet and philosopher 
figuring in the Serbian literature of the eighteenth century. 
Joachim Vuyitch, the founder of Serbian dramatic literature 
and the organiser of the first Serbian theatrical company, 
was of Hungarian origin; so was Branko Radichevitch, one 
of the greatest representatives of the lyrical poetry of the 
nineteenth century, John Yoanovitch, the most popular of 
all Serbian poets, George Yakshitch and Lazar Kostitch too. 
To this rollcall of writers and poets we may add the names 
of such eminent representatives of Serbian scientific litera
ture as Anthony Hadzhitch, the Archimandrite Hilarion 
Ruvaratz and his younger brother, Demetrius Ruvaratz. 
However, we find that the most eminent representatives, not 
only of Serbian science and literature, but also of Serbian 
art, were Serbs from Hungary. All the noteworthy and 
valuable products of the Serbians in the field of the arts 
have been the work of Serbs who were born in Hungary and 
as citizens of the Hungarian State were brought up in the 
intellectual atmosphere which was a product of the State 
institutions and the most valuable result of Hungary's 
thousand years old history. This fact is indeed admitted by 
the Serbians themselves. In May, 1916, when Rumania 
claimed from the Entente, as the price of her entering the 
War as belligerent, the Banate districts of Hungary, Serbia 
declared the fulfilment of this demand to be a breach of her 
interests and submitted to the Entente Governments a 
memorandum of protest in which she herself formulated a 
claim to the Banate on the plea that several of the eminent 
members of the public life of Serbia had been born in that 
region. “The Serbians of the Banate”  — so rims the Me
morandum — “have played a very important role in the 
life of the Serbian people and have exercised a noteworthy 
influence on that life. It was the Serbians of Hungary who 
first established schools and began to send the younger ge
neration to foreign universities. Dositheus Obradovitch — the 
first Serbian philosopher (XVIII. cent.), whose statue stands
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in one of the principal squares of Belgrade — was born at 
Csak, in the Banate. He was the first Minister of Education 
of Serbia — in 1818, in the reign of the first Karageorgevitch. 
The dramatist Kendjelatz, and the lyric poet Emanuel Jan- 
kovitch, were both natives of Versec. George Yakshitch, the 
best lyrical poet of the nineteenth century, was born at 
Cserna. Arad was the native town of Sava Popovitch-Tokoly, 
who established a big college in Budapest for Serbian 
students. Arad was the birthplace also of Theodore Pavlo- 
vitch, the influential publicist. Marshal Putnik was a native 
of Fehertemplom. And the greatest Serbian painters with a 
European fame — Paya Yovanovitch and Uros Preditch — 
were born at Versec.”

We can also produce authentic evidence respecting the 
general situation and the "oppression” by the older Hun
garian regime of the Saxon Church of Transylvania, In a 
paper officially submitted in 1930 by the Saxon minority of 
Transylvania for publication in the situation report issued 
by the Secretarat-General of the Organised National Mino
rities of Europe we find the following passages dealing with 
the situation of the Saxon National Church in pre-War 
Hungary and in New Rumania respectively. —

“In pre-War times the whole cultural-religious fabric of 
the Saxons of Transylvania was maintained without the 
imposition of church or school rates. The expenditure was 
secured out of the following sources: — 1. out of the yield 
of the landed estates belonging to the church communities 
(parishes); 2. out of the National Fund (“Nationaldotation” ) ; 
3. out of the yield of the securities held by the national 
church; 4. out of the yield of the “tithe fund” (“Zehnten- 
fond” ) ; 5. out of the State subsidy granted by the Hungarian 
Treasury. The land reform measures have deprived the 
church of 35,000 cadastral yokes, which would yield today 
an interest of 20—25 million lei a year. Prior to the Great 
War the National Fund represented a value of 325,000 
crowns. Today, as a consequence of the depreciation of the 
currency and of the crowns having been exchanged for lei, 
this Fund has shrunk to the amount of 184,000 lei a year, 
the shortage under this head being therefore 13.8 million lei 
a year. The yield of the tithe fund was originally 496,000
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crowns a year —  an amount corresponding to 21 million lei 
of present-day currency. Its present value is however only 
435,149 lei a year, the shortage under this head being there
fore more than 20 million lei a year . . . The securities held 
by the church in pre-War days represented a value of 
3,771,880 crowns. This amount the Rumanian State today 
subjects to the payment of an interest of 3—5%; while the 
State refuses to redeem the war loan bonds held by the 
church (value: 7,628.300 crowns), which have therefore be
come mere worthless paper. The Hungarian Government 
assisted the church by an annual grant of 746,000 crowns — 
a sum which, converted into terms of the present currency, 
would amount to 32 million lei. Instead of that amount the 
Rumanian Government grants 9 millions a year. . .  In the 
aggregate the decrease as compared with pre-War days is 
75,5 millions . . .  In view of these circumstances we cannot 
be surprised that the whole cultural fabric of the Saxons of 
Transylvania has been shaken to its very foundations. This 
all means an enormous cultural impoverishment and the loss 
of cultural assets which our forefathers inherited and handed 
down for centuries . . ." This is what the “oppression” of the 
Hungarians really looked like!!"

Those who attack the nationality policy of Hungary are 
in the habit of referring to the fact that during the half- 
century immediately preceding the Great War the ratio of 
Magyars to the total population of the country increased 
continually and rapidly, exclaiming in a voice of triumph 
that this result could only have been achieved by forcible assi
milation.

It is indubitable that in the period of Magyar hegemony 
— from 1867 to 1914 — the numbers of Magyars increased 
on a noteworthy scale. This increase is shown most 
strikingly by the figures relating to the distribution of na
tionalities. The development in this respect in Hungary since 
1720 shows the following results:
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Year Total Population Ratio of Magyars 
o/o

Ratio
of Non-Magyars

o/o
1720 2,582,000 44.9 55.1
1787 8,003,000 39.0 61.0
1850 11,554,000 41.6 58.4
1869 13,561,000 45.5 54.5
1880 13,729.000 46.6 53.4
1890 15,133,000 48.6 51.4
1900 15,684,000 51.5 48.5
1910 18,094,000 54.5 45.5

It is evident that it would be out of the question to 
bring about a process of absorption on so enormous a scale 
by mere force. A  whole series of natural factors of assimi- 
latins co-operated in favour of the Magyars, A  decisive role 
in this connection was that played by the towns. In the 
period between 1787 and 1900 the populations of the towns 
with a Magyar character increased by 431%, those of the 
towns with a non-Magyar character by only 104.4%. The 
Magyar language used in the economic life and in the highly 
developed culture of the country imprinted a Magyar char
acter on the towns even in the "nationality" districts: in 
1910, of the inhabitants of the towns in Slovak territories 
52.9% were Magyars; of the inhabitants of the towns in 
Rumanian territorities 64.6% and of those of the towns in 
Serbian regions 46.1% were Magyars: the ratios of the 
respective non-Magyar nationalities being 28.0%, 17.17%
and 22.6% respectively. In 1910 77.5% of the inhabitants of 
our towns were Magyars by language, while 88.9% of the 
inhabitants (!) understood Magyar. The process of assimila
tion was furthered also by the direction of inland migration. 
There was a continuous flow of population from the outlying 
districts (peripheries) towards the fertile basin in the centre 
of the country, the density of population of which — taking 
into account only the cultivable areas — was considerably 
less (132) than that of the mountainous nationality districts 
(168). The elements in search of work were attracted to the 
economic and industrial centres, where they became magya-
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rised. Their relatively barren character made the nationality 
regions particularly liable to the attractions of emigration 
too. And again a greater share of the natural increase was 
claimed by the Magyars than that tallying with the pro
portion of Magyars shown in the Censuses (average for 
the years 1896— 1900, 56.6%; average for the years 1901— 
1905, 55.6%; average for the years 1906— 1910, 57.9%; 
average for the years 1911— 1914, 59.4%). Another moment 
considerably furthering the process of magyarisation was 
the circumstance that the bulk of the members of our non- 
Magyar nationalities (with the exception of the Germans) 
were on a far lower level of culture that the Magyars. This 
was also a natural phenomenon: through the medium of 
agriculture the herdsmen of the plains (the Magyars) came 
into contact with culture much sooner than the mountain 
herdsmen (the non-Magyar nationalities).

The development of any strong non-Magyar intelligentsia 
was hindered, not only by the lesser craving for culture and 
the inferior schooling generally characteristic of the non- 
Magyar nationalities, but also by the attraction exercised by 
Magyar culture, — the latter moment documented clearly 
and primarily in the case of the German and Ruthenian 
middle classes, which also became entirely absorbed by the 
Magyars. The pre-eminent role played in the intelligentsia 
by the Magyar element is shown strikingly by the statistical 
data relating to the distribution by nationalities of students 
and the educated professions. The relevant data for the 
school year 1913— 14 are as follows: —

Pupils of classical and modern schools "gymnasia'' and 
"real” schools: — Magyars, 81.1%; Germans, 8.5%; Slovaks, 
2,1%; Rumanians, 5.8%; Ruthenians, 0,1%; Croat-Serbs, 
1,9%;

Pupils passing the VIII. class of gymnasia in 1910: — 
Magyars, 84.5%; Germans, 7.8%; Slovaks, 0,9%; Rumanians, 
4.0%; Ruthenians, 0.1%; Croats, 0,4%; Serbians, 1.0°/o; 
Others, 1,3%;

Persons employed in the educated professions: —
Magyars, 80.9%; Germans, 7.5%; Slovaks, 1.8%; Rumanians, 
6.3°/o; Ruthenians, 0.3%; Croats, 0.2%; Serbians, 1.5%; 
Others, 1.5%;
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Persons engaged in economic professions: — Magyars, 
84.5%; Germans, 10.4%; Slovaks, 0.9%; Rumanians, 1.1%; 
Croats, 0.6%; Serbians, 0.7%; Others, 1.8%.

A  small fraction of non-Magyar intelligentsia, strong 
masses of peasantry, which had however not awaked to any 
nationality consciousness and in many cases, indeed, — 
particularly in the case of the Slovaks and Germans — - 
were bound to the land of their Hungarian home by strong 
ties of sentiment: these were generally speaking the typical 
characteristics of our nationality society just before the 
Great War. The “awakening” of our non-Magyar nationalities 
was retarded by very powerful factors. Such a factor was 
the unconscious consciousness of a thousand years of sym
biosis with the Magyars —  particularly in the case of the 
older non-Magyar nationalities, the Slovaks and the Ruthe- 
nians. Another factor of the kind was the gratifying feeling 
of economic prosperity and of tranquillity which the Hun
garian State was able to give all citizens alike without 
respect of nationality. In the economic field the State did 
not acknowledge any differences of nationality. Intensive 
activity was displayed in the Highlands (now Slovakia) and 
in Transylvania for the development of industry: in Ruthenia 
the State parcelled out the land and established model farms, 
creating cottage industry and credit co-operative societies 
and providing for legal assistance to be given gratis (the 
so-called “Egan action"). There was nothing to hinder the 
economic expansion of the nationalities. In the regions 
lying in the centre of Transylvania, during the five years 
ending in 1913, 44,000 cadastral yokes of agricultural pro
perty and 20,000 yokes of forest land representing an ag
gregate value of some 25,000.000 gold crowns came into the 
hands of Rumanians; and during the same period 52,000 
yokes of agricultural land and a similar area of forest land 
— representing an aggregate value of some 45,000,000 gold 
crowns — was transferred to Rumanian ownership in the 
districts flanking the Magyar-Rumanian language frontier. 
In the same way a part of the landed property of the 
Magyars passed into the possession of Slovaks who had been 
to America and had re-immigrated, or of co-operative so
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cieties established by Slovaks. And there was nothing to 
hinder the development of nationality banks either.

Period Number of Banking Institutes established by
Slovaks Rumanians Serbians Czechs

1871-—1890 O 16 2 —

1891-—1900 8 41 4 — ■

1901-—1910 19 8 18 10
1911--1915 5 19 6 —

The absolutely unbiassed attitude of the Hungarian 
State is reflected also in the measure of taxation. The 
Magyars, who possessed 59.9% of the total area of landed 
property, paid 62.1% of the total amount of taxes; the quotas 
of the other nationalities being as follows: — Germans, 9.9% 
of landed property, 16.3% of taxes; Slovaks, 7.7% and 
6.2% respectively; Rumanians, 16% and 8.7% respectively; 
Serbians, 2.5% and 3.5% respectively; Ruthenians, 2.3% 
and 0.9% respectively. The amount paid in taxes in 1907 by 
the Magyar countries was 101 million, and that paid by the 
non-Magyar counties only 81 million pengo.

In the absence of economic "oppression" the leaders of 
the nationality movements were driven to talk about 
"grievances" of a different character. What they used in 
particular as a weapon of attack against the Magyars was 
the educational policy of the latter, it being suggested that 
the Magyar schools were hotbeds of "renegades” . Yet the 
State schools were in a considerable minority as compared 
with those of other character (in 1913/34, of a total number 
of 16,861 elementary schools only 3296 were State schools, 
there being 1410 parish and municipal, 240 private and 
11,909 denominational elementary schools). The extremely 
wealthy Serbian, Rumanian and Saxon Churches on their 
part had no difficulty in maintaining their elementary and 
secondary schools and in prescribing the obligatory use in 
those schools of their own languages. In this connection we 
would inform our readers of the distribution of elementary 
schools by language of instruction in the school-year 
1912/13: — Magyar, 13,453; German, 447; Slovak, 377;
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Rumanian, 2233; Ruthenian, 59; Serbian, 270; Italian, 12; 
others, 10. The training of nationality teachers was provided 
by 6 Rumanian, 2 Serbian and 2 German teachers' training 
colleges. That the obligatory teaching of the State language 
—  a stipulation which no single State is prepared to renounce, 
even in our present ‘‘age of minorities" — did not in the least 
serve the purpose of magyarisation, will be shown by quoting 
a few characteristic data from Transylvania. Of the Germans 
living in that country in 1910 only 34.1% knew Magyar, 
whereas 58.7% spoke Rumanian. Whereas 22.6% of the 
Magyars knew Rumanian, only 11.8% of the Rumanians 
were able to speak Magyar. The role played in the spread 
of a knowledge of the Magyar language by the schools was 
incomparably less important than that played by economic 
life, military service and the other natural factors of assi
milation. This is proved also by the fact that in 1910 
roughly 30% of the female inhabitants were unacquainted 
with Magyar, while the number of male inhabitants unable 
to speak Magyar was —  as a concequence of the latter being 
more effectually exposed to the direct influence of the pro
cess of natural assimilation — only 20% of the total 
population.

It is quite evident that the continuous strengthening of 
the Magyar element — the continuous enhancement of its 
predomination in the country —  ensuing in pre-War Hun
gary was due, not to any machinations with artificial means, 
but to a process brought into being by elementary forces out 
of the vital functions of the country itself. The essential 
point has been stated very concisely and pregnantly by 
Louis Ottlik: — "This synthesis —  the inclusion within a 
single framework of the basin of the Carpathians as being a 
natural phenomenon and the saturation of this territorial 
unit with the Magyar idea of liberty — this is what is meant 
by the "Hungarian State idea", not the rule of any one people 
over other peoples." This is the historical truth, —  a truth 
which objective and serious scientific inquiry cannot but 
admit.
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(  C o n c lu sio n .)

In the Habsburg Em pire established on the basis o f the 
decisions of 1715 Hungary was the on ly parliam entary State 
—  indeed, outside Britain she was the on ly parliam entary 
State in the w hole o f Europe.

It is not generally known that Baron M ontesquieu also 
visited the Hungarian Parliam ent and that the first im pres
sions for the writing o f his w ork  entitled “ L ’e sp r it  d e s  lo ts”  

w ere those obtained in H ungary on that occasion. His w ork 
cou ld  not be published in France, because an absolute govern
ment was then in pow er; but when he look ed  through the 
library o f the royal palace in Potsdam  w hich he had occupied, 
N apoleon found M ontesquieu's book  am ong those read by 
Frederick  the Great. In England and Hungary, on the other 
hand, the w ork did not cause any stir; for a ll it contained 
was a sim ple description o f the existing political system. 
Probably the m ost interesting m om ent is that, while on the 
one hand the Austrian G overnm ent took  every precaution to 
prevent the dissemination o f the w ork in Vienna, the book  
was nevertheless to be found in show -w indow s in Pozsony, 
a town quite near to Vienna in which the Hungarian Parlia
ment held its sessions.

W e  know that it was M onstesquieu's w ork that m ade 
public opinion anxious to fam iliarise itself with the English 
Constitution. It was on the basis o f that w ork  that D e Lolm e, 
a Genevan by birth, com piled  the relevant material, —  
Count Stepen Szechenyi having tried to  translate his book
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into Hungarian. It was in 1815, after the Vienna Congress 
had finished its discussions, that "the greatest Hungarian" 
(a name given to Szechenyi by Louis Kossuth) first visited 
England: when he returned, he had already made up his 
mind to initiate a programme of reforms in Hungary on the 
basis of the experiences he had gained in England.

It was this visit to England that ushered in the so- 
called "Age of Reform", which lasted until 1848 and trans
formed Hungary in keeping with the demands of the age. 
Gradually — despite the obstacles impeding communication 
and the great distances — Hungary found herself advancing 
once more —  as in the Middle Ages — in the company of 
the States of the highly-cultured West of Europe. Hungary 
thereby became once more the advanced outpost of the 
Western community of nations, on the one hand forming an 
impregnable barrier of resistance to the attacks of Eastern 
barbarians and on the other opening out an approach ad
mitting influences from the West.

The reason why Szechenyi chose to follow the lead of 
the British statesmen attending the Vienna Congress was 
that he hoped that the burning flame of their culture and love 
of liberty would provide his nation with the spark required 
to fire the spirit of that nation and bring it to its own again. 
He was inspired by the same fiery love of liberty which he 
found in England, — a desire and a love which had at all 
times guided the actions of the Hungarian people. His re
fraining from entering the arena of politicai agitation showed 
the quality but not the intensity of Szechenyi's reform move
ment; for his creations betrayed a fever of creative genius 
and a longing for spiritual and material emancipation such 
as we find only in most successful agitators. There is a 
difference, however: for, whereas political agitators usually 
come into conflict with the existing government, and have 
more than once been compelled to withdraw as a consequence 
of the conflict all Szechenyi's creations alike have remained 
in existence. We still have the Danube, the river on which 
Szechenyi's boats were steered by English steersmen; we 
still have the bridge which Szechenyi engaged an English 
engineeer to build; we still have the Iron Gate defile which 
was thrown open to international navigation by Szechenyi;
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we still have the Academy of Sciences which he first pro
posed to establish for the cultivation of the Hungarian 
language and of Hungarian literature; we still have the 
clubs called “ Casinos" which were established after English 
models and became the meeting-places of the Hungarian 
educated classes; we still have the system of drainage of 
wild waters which provided the people with land and a 
subsistence; we still have the steam engines and machines 
the models of which he brought with him from England for 
the purpose of laying the foundations of Hungarian industry; 
and we still have the horse-races, the aftermath of those 
established by Szechenyi in which race-horses trained by 
Englishmen ran: and we must not forget that thereby he 
made Hungary the second home of open-air sports and 
equipped her to take her place as the worthy rival of Eng
land, the original home of those sports.

There is no denying either that Louis Kossuth, the 
Liberal, followed English models; but he did not develop 
the visible, utilisable and palpable creations of Szechenyi: 
what he desired to do was to achieve or rather recover the 
political liberty of a Hungarian nation enriched by those 
creations. It was nevertheless inevitable that the mind of 
Szechenyi, who feared the destruction of his creations, should 
become unhinged. He was not destined to live to see his 
social and economic reforms convert Hungary into a highly- 
developed, strong and even powerful pivot of the whole 
Habsburg Empire. In the natural order of things a younger 
generation was needed which found the accomplished work 
and the reforms sufficiently effective to make use of their 
fruits and to enable the nation now arrived at a certain stage 
of development to demand from a foreign government then 
in power political rights, liberty and independence.

There were others besides Szechenyi who took parti
cular exception to Louis Kossuth’s having divided Hungary 
into two hostile camps —  those of the Magyars and of the 
non-Magyar nationalities respectively. Such an attitude can
not however be accepted as fully in keeping with the truth.
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But Szechenyi, who had made it one of his objects to 
develop the language, literature and intellectual life of the 
Hungarians, did not forget the non-Magyar nationalities either. 
Not only did he set them an example; they on their part 
followed that example, no obstacle being thrown in their 
way. This cultural organisation of the peoples of Hungary 
embraced Magyars and non-Magyars alike; and no one has 
ever asserted that Kossuth in any form or in any connection 
did anything to thwart this work of organisation. The 
questions in respect of which Kossuth is usually shown in 
opposition to the non-Magyar nationalities, were political, 
not cultural. It is true that there was a difference in this 
respect between the two statesmen, both of whom were in
spired by English models: the difference appeared parti
cularly in the circumstance that, while Szechenyi was con
cerned with cultural reforms, Kossuth concentrated on poli
tical reforms. Szechenyi believed that the time was not yet 
ripe for the broaching of political questions calculated to 
delay the economic strengthening of the country. Kossuth on 
the other hand believed the nation already strong enough to 
demand the rights due to it. What he demanded did not 
contain any claims not granted to Hungary by later ages; 
but, while Kossuth and Szechenyi were agreed in insisting 
on a maintenance of the historical Hungarian State, the 
statesmen of later ages also continued the policy, which 
aimed the maintenance and not the weakening of the 
Hungarian State, Indeed, even at the time of the Revolution 
of 1848 the non-Magyar nationalities of Hungary had no 
desire to be severed from Hungary it was only influence 
from outside, combined with promises impossible of fulfil
ment, that persuaded them eventually to take up arms 
against the Magyars. For no one could believe that the reason 
why the Vienna Government then at war with the Magyars 
had granted the Serbs of Hungary a territory enjoying 
special privileges, was to augment the Serbian Principality 
of the Balkans, which was still a province of Turkey. Hun
gary had been an independent Hungarian State even in the
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days when the language of the public administration was 
Latin; nor could any serious objection be raised against the 
Hungarian State choosing Magyar as the official language 
of the country when it became possible to replace the Latin 
language previously in use. The Kingdom of Great Britain 
just as naturally chose English to replace Latin.

Until foreign influence intervened to stir up hostility 
between the Magyars and the non-Magyar nationalities, the 
movement of both sections of the Hungarian nation had run 
parallel. Such a state of things was considerably furthered 
by the fact that the territory of Hungary was large enough 
to have provided a subsistance for three times the number 
of inhabitants. Nor would there have been any complications 
even if the Magyars had not been compelled to make such 
sacrifice of life in defence of Western civilisation and had 
been able to propagate unhindered in the period following 
the Mongol invasion in the thirteenth century. As may be 
proved with the aid of a tax-roll of the latter end of the 
fifteenth century still in existence, the population of Hun
gary — then predominatingly Magyar —  should under 
peaceful conditions by the beginning of the twentieth century 
have increased to thirty millions. Had there been no obstacle 
to such a development, there would undoubtedly have been 
far less room for all the refugees who fled to Hungary from 
the Balkans to escape Turkish persecution, and still less for 
the settlers imported into Hungary from Germany and pro
vided with all good things by the Vienna Government. In that 
event the Hungarian inhabitants would have filled the whole 
of the Danube Basin and would undoubtedly have been in a 
position to give a still more pronouncedly Magyar character 
to that Hungarian State which the masses of foreigners im
migrating into Hungary had prevented from becoming such. 
We must not forget, however, that the incalculable effect of 
their peaceful symbiosis was reflected in Magyars and non- 
Magyars alike insisting on a maintenance of this peaceful 
union. For it was always from without that the endeavours 
which aimed at causing trouble and even civil war by in
citing against one another the Magyar and non-Magyar
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citizens of the country, intervened to weaken the power of 
the Hungarian State and the Hungarian nation.

All these facts had to be related in order to explain the 
Revolution of 1848, which is often described as having been 
due to Kossuth's work as an agitator. It is indubitable, in
deed, that Kossuth displayed uncommon energy in his 
endeavour to help his Party to secure the reins of govern
ment and the executive power; but it should not be forgotten 
that he regarded as his antagonists, not the country or even 
the non-Magyar inhabitants of the country, but solely and 
exclusively the Vienna Government. He forgot, however, — 
and that was the real cause of his tragedy — that when it 
turned the non-Magyar nationalities against the Magyars 
the Vienna Camarilla found a powerful ally in that Russia 
which hoped that a war between Austria and Hungary would 
lead to a realisation of her own plans.

This circumstance must be remembered; otherwise we 
shall fail to understand why the Hungarian Revolutionary 
Government appealed for aid against the Russian attack — 
of which numerous reports had been received by that 
Government — to Great Britain. To Lord Palmerston the 
situation did not appear to be a serious one; while Czar 
Nicholas sent an army of 200,000 to Hungary for the 
purpose of crushing that country and handing it over — 
when no longer able to defend itself — to the Austrian 
Government, which then incorporated it in Austria. For 
Lord Palmerston did not know —  and indeed people in the 
West of Europe generally did not know — that the Hun
garian State had never formed part of a foreign State, — 
a circumstance of which he was reminded by a Memorandum 
presented to him at the end of 1848 by Ladislas Szalay, 
who was sent to London for the purpose. And the reason 
why the action to avert Russian intervention failed, was that 
the British Foreign Secretary was convinced that the over
throw of the Hungarian national movement would strengthen 
Austria, that country being then better able to resist the 
power of Russia.

The delicate task of trying to avert interference on the 
part of Russia was undertaken by Count Julius Andrassy, 
the young agent of the Hungarian Government, who rode
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to Constantinople in the spring of 1849 and with the co
operation of the British Ambassador, Sir Stratford Canning, 
strove to prevent, Russia's expansion in Central Europe. 
Canning’s view of the situation differed very considerably 
from that of Lord Palmerston; but all efforts made by him 
failed to check the Russians. That was not done until the 
Crimean War, —  a circumstance which has impelled many 
inquirers to believe that the Crimean War would have been 
unnecessary if Czar Nicholas's plans had been thwarted 
already in 1849.

In this connection Hungarian policy cannot be blamed 
for being on the watch to prevent the attack to be expected 
from the East and for endeavouring to provide for her own 
defence. The work of providing for that self-defence was 
initiated long before 1848, not by Louis Kossuth, but by 
his political opponent Szechenyi, who was guided in his 
endeavour to enlist the interest of the British Government 
in the Danube Basin by a desire to obtain the support of 
Great Britain as guarantor of the independence of the 
Danubian peoples instead of relying upon the aid of a weak 
and helpless Austria — which was a Member of the Holy 
Alliance — to resist the advance of Russia. The opportunity 
was a very favourable one; for bread was dear in England, 
whereas wheat and flour were cheap in Hungary. Szechenyi 
was convinced that he was therefore entitled to expect the 
interest of Great Britain to be aroused, particularly as 
Britain would find in Hungary a suitable market for her 
own industrial products. Prince Paul Esterhazy, Austro- 
Hungarian Ambassador in London, gladly co-operated with 
Szechenyi in the endeavour to enlist the sympathy of British 
public opinion, sending to Hungary in quick succession all 
the British merchants who were interested in the Danubian 
markets. After investigating the situation, these merchants 
demanded the establishment in Budapest of a British Con
sulate, a demand which, though people in Britain found it 
to be quite natural, was by no means to the taste of Prince 
Metternich, the all-powerful Chancellor of Austria, who 
feared that a friendship between Britain and Hungary would 
have consequences detrimental to the political interests of 
the Holy Alliance. That was the reason why he put an end
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to the friendly co-operation of Szechenyi and Esterhazy by 
recalling the latter and why he frustrated the scheme of 
establishing a British Consulate in Budapest. He forgot, 
however, that the place of Britain in Central Europe was 
being taken by Russia and that the Russian influence could 
not be ousted — as it would be later on — except at the 
cost of an Anglo-Russian war — i, e. of considerable loss 
of life.

Palmerston subsequently proposed to strengthen the 
Austria which had proved so weak by reconciling Hungary 
and satisfying her legitimate claims. He returned to the 
suggestions made by Stepney, the demand for the realisation 
of the same being repeated continuously until in 1867 Austria 
and Hungary finally concluded the agreement known as the 
"Ausgleich" or Compromise. Now, seeing that one of the 
authors of the Compromise, Count Julius Andrassy, attached 
great importance to Britain's friendship, we may without 
hesitation state that after 1867 in his capacity as Hungarian 
Premier, and after 1871 as Austro-Hungarian Foreign Min
ister, this statesman exerted his influence continuously in an 
endeavour to co-operate with Great Britain. This did not in 
any way run counter to the alliance concluded with Germany 
in 1879; for the latter merely opened the way for defence 
against a possible attack by Russia: and when in 1882 the 
alliance was expanded to a Triple Alliance including Italy, 
Great Britain was only too ready to promise co-operation.

On the other hand, neither the German alliance nor the 
Triple Alliance in any way prevented Kalman Szell, the Prime 
Minister of Hungary, openly expressing sympathy with Great 
Britain in 1901, at a time when Britain had not a single 
friend on the Continent. Nor could it prevent Count Julius 
Andrassy jun., in his capacity as Hungarian Minister, from 
begging the German Emperor to make terms with Great 
Britain when the antagonism between Britain and Germany 
came to a head. The fact that Great Britain was already 
trying to obtain Russia as an ally, was only regarded with 
disfavour because in return for supporting her Western allies 
Russia claimed a free hand in the East and — according to 
a Memorandum handed to the London Foreign Office in 
1915 by the Czech Dr. Masaryk —  was endeavouring to
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draw Hungary into her sphere of interests. When the power 
of Russia collapsed, a similar scheme of partition was carried 
into effect by the Western Powers owing to the fact that 
the latter were utterly ignorant of the Danubian situation.

All these events naturally did not affect the historical 
friendship beween Great Britain and Hungary except in so 
far as — apart from showing the interest taken in Central 
European questions generally by Great Britain —  they made 
it desirable that the brilliant past history of this friendship 
and its great efforts in the interests of peace should be 
followed by a similar future based upon a thorough fami
liarity with the conditions prevailing in the Danube Basin.
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RUM ANIA’S ATTITUDE IN THE MINORITY QUESTION 

ENDANGERS THE SUCCESS OF THE HUNGARO- 
LITTLE ENTENTE NEGOTIATIONS

In the last issue of our Review we expressed the opinion 
of Hungarian society respecting the discussions opened as between 
the Hungarian Government and the Governments of the Little 
Entente States in connection with the Little Entente Conference at 
Sinaia. During his visit to Geneva to take part in the discussions 
of the General Assembly of the League of Nations M. Kalman 
Kanya, Hungarian Foreign Minister, the pourparlers were con
tinued, a semi-official communique respecting the same being 
issued on September 25th by the Hungarian Telegraph Bureau. 
This communique ran as follows: —

“During his sejour in Geneva M. Kalman Kanya, Hungarian 
Foreign Minister, exchanged ideas with the statesmen and 
diplomats of several leading Powers. It also proved possible to 
continue the pourparlers with the three Little Entente States begun 
at Sinaia the object of which is to bring about more normal rela
tions between Hungary and certain of her neighbours. The sine 
qua non of the creation of a better atmosphere is a satisfactory 
settlement of the minorities question. The Parties have exchanged 
views on this point. Being in view of the paramount importance 
of the question, no agreement has been concluded. W e must con
tinue to wait patiently until the conditions preliminary to such an 
agreement have been complied with. The pourparlers in Geneva 
were attended also by Dr. Bardossy, Hungarian Minister in 
Bucharest."

Later on, on October 17th, the Polish “ K urjer W arszawski”  
published an interview given by M. Kalman Kanya to M. Roman 
Fajans, a correspondent of the paper who had been in Budapest, 
in which the Hungarian Foreign Minister spoke of actual inter
national questions. In the course of this interview the Hungarian 
Foreign Mnister made the following statements respecting the 
pourparlers: —

“In carrying on these discussions Hungary is guided by two 
ob jects : on the one hand, by establishing more normal relations 
with the Little Entente States to be able to more effectually serve 
the cause o f European peace; and on the other hand to give a 
fresh impetus to the exceptionally  important problem of the
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minorities. In view o f the present difficult situation and sorry  
lo t o f the Hungarian minorites living in other States, it is really  
out o f the question to create a m ore favourable atmosphere 
without a satisfactory settlem ent o f this question.

"The pourparlers carried on between the interested Govern
ments have so far led to the clearing up o f certain questions of 
principle, notably in respect of Hungary’s equality in respect o f  
armaments. The minority questions have also been discussed ex 
haustively.

„It goes without saying that discussions o f the kind are 
always accompanied with difficulties, particularly in a case like 
ours, where Hungary, being unable to treat with the Little En
tente as a collective factor, has to carry on discussions separately 
with each of the three Little Entente States, it not being easy at 
all times for the latter to reduce their respective views to a 
common denominator, particularly in the minority question.

"And in any case, even where an agreement in principle is 
possible, the elaboration of suitable texts  is calculated of itself 
to cause numerous difficulties. It is manifest, therefore, that the 
normalization o f the relations betw een Hungary and the Little 
Entente States is bound to be a long and tiring process requiring 
no end o f patience. Hungary, which never loses sight o f the in
terests o f universal peace, would like these negotiations to lead  
to som e results. The success of the pourparlers depends however 
primarily upon the attitude adopted by the Little Entente States 
in the minority question.”

*
What, then, is the attitude of the Little Entente States in the 

minority question? It may safely be said now that the greatest 
obstacles to a satisfactory regulation of the lot of the Hungarian 
minority were raised by Rumania. This is clearly evident from a 
statement made to Messrs. Jean and Jerome Tharaud of the 
"Paris Soir” by M. Milan Hodza, Czecho-Slovak Premier. M. 
Hodza's statements throw so clear a light on the question that we 
cite this part of the report of the brothers Tharaud in full:

"M . Hodza” —  they say —  "makes no secret of the fact that 
this (the idea of a rapprochement with Hungary) would be less 
warmly welcomed in Rumania than in Czecho-Slovakia, since 
Rumanian public opinion continues to be extremely prejudiced 
against Hungary. He hopes, however, that it may be possible to 
arrive at an arrangement. Recently, on the occasion of President 
Masaryk's funeral, M. Hodza met King Carol and his Premier. 
Both of them seemed imbued with the most conciliatory intentions 
and appeared ready to treat the Hungarians of Transylvania with 
goodwill and justice.

But the Hungarians —  I interrupted —  complain that so far 
these good intentions have not resolved themselves into deeds.
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M. Hodza tsrned up the white of his eyes and began to speak 
of something else . . . "

The Czecho-Slovak Premier had every reason for preserving 
silence concerning the policy of Czecho-Slovakia's ally Rumania 
towards the Hungarian minority; for it was just immediately be
fore Hungary's negotiations with the Little Entente in Geneva that 
M. Valerian Pop, Rumanian Minister of Industry and Commerce, 
issued the circular, a literal translation of which will be found 
on another page, in which, agreeing to the demands of the ultra
chauvinist camp, he guaranteed industrial privileges exceeding 
even those of the notorious “ numerus valachicus”  to ethnically 
pure Rumanian workmen and officials. The circular really shows 
no sign that the Bucharest Government has any intention of 
moderating, much less relinquishing, its original policy of dena
tionalizing and impoverishing the Hungarian minority, which has 
been pursued in a particularly ruthless manner during the past 
two or three years.

Here we take the opportunity of mentioning that even ac
cording to the "Narodni Politika” of Prague the obstacle to an 
agreement in Geneva was the impossibility of eliminating certain 
difficulties raised by Rumania in connection with the minority 
question. Rumania could not bring herself to yield on points con
ceded —  according to the "Narodni Politika" —  by the other two 
States of the Little Entente, The Vienna correspondent of the 
“Manchester Guardian" said that the Rumanians were retarding 
negotiations because they were not willing to grant any rights to 
the Hungarians in Rumania. Rumania's attitude was dictated by 
factors of internal policy and by the exceedingly strict Rumanian 
Minority Act which stamped all non-Rumanian subjects as 
second-rate citizens, and the approaching elections made a modi
fication of that law very difficult at present. The Rumanian 
Government apparently thought that a more humane treatment 
of the minorities would be grist to the mill of the Opposition. 
Therefore —  according to the Manchester Guardian —  any real 
understanding between Hungary and the Little Entente would 
probably have to wait till the beginning of next year.

#
In view of the fact that according to the statement made 

by M. Kanya quoted above one of the most important subjects 
of discussion at these pourparlers is the present difficult situation 
and sorry lot of the Hungarian minorities living in other States 
particular interest attaches to the declarations made by M. Andrew 
Jaross, President of the United Hungarian Party of Czecho
slovakia and Member of the National Assembly (Parliament), at 
the meeting of the Party held at Leva on October 3rd. According 
to M. Jaross, the views of the Party respecting the pourparlers 
are as follows: —

"1. W e are entitled to the minority rights defined in the
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Treaty of Peace and in the Constitution, irrespective of whether 
Hungary comes to an agreement with the Little Entente or not. 
W e declare that the rights defined in the Treaty of Peace and in 
the Constitution are not enforced in practice —  in the laws and 
ordinances and other measures —  to the extent stipulated by 
the spirit of the Peace Treaty and the Constitution.

“2. Seeing that we fail to find the guarantees of the Treaty 
of Peace and the Constitution —  and indeed of the League of 
Nations itself —  sufficiently effectual, there is need of a legis
lation which shall secure the equality and legal position of the 
national minorities,

“3. W e sympathise fully with every political endeavour to 
create friendly relations between Hungary and Czecho-Slovakia 
by honest and sincere means; but we should regard as inop
portune all propaganda work for the purpose of attaining that 
object by distorting the real facts,

"4. During the past two years we have lost every faith in 
political promises. Only deeds and actions will be able to con
vince us that the time has come to revise the attitude which we 
have so far adopted; until such time we see no reason why we 
should relax our efforts on the Opposition side to secure a full 
realisation of our Party’s programme.

"During the past two years we have often enough been 
treated to promises. I could quote a whole series of statements 
made by Ministers. Premier Hodza has been particularly generous 
in the matter of promises. Already in his speech in which he 
outlined the programme of his Government there was a sentence 
telling us that he regarded the question of the minorities as de
manding settlement. It was at this time last year that we heard 
the great promise relating to a "stroke of the pen"; at a dinner 
given by journalists M. Hodza declared that the Hungarians must 
be granted more than the Germans. At Komarom he declared 
that a statue of Petofi would be set up in Pozsony; and his 
speech recently delivered in Pozsony contained another promise 
to the effect that the minority question was to be settled practi
cally. But scarcely a single promise has been fulfilled; for since 
February 18th he has not brought us anything. The “stroke of 
the pen” was cancelled before it was made. The place set apart 
for a statue of Petofi in Pozsony has been taken by a statue of 
Hviezdoslav; and Petofi's statue is still in the lumber room. The 
balance has been made still more passive by fresh liabilities. The 
grammar schools at Leva, Rozsnyo and Ungvar are still in the 
air; and there is hardly any decrease in the numbers of Hun
garians not possessing any citizenship at all. If the Premier 
really desires to do so, he has opportunities galore of proving by 
actions that he is genuinely anxious to bring about an improve
ment and to effect a reconciliation. W e Hungarians expect 
actions."
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As the above statements show, Hungary's extremely con
ciliatory attitude is of no avail against the efforts of Rumania to 
retard negotiations in view of the approaching parliamentary 
elections. Rumania's argument is that the fulfilment of Hungary's 
demands as regards the minority policy would weaken the 
Government and be grist to the mill of the Opposition. If that is 
so, it is merely further proof that the Rumanian people are not 
willing to consider an honest fulfilment of the minority treaty, the 
signature of which was the condition upon which the Great 
Powers consented to recognize Rumania's territorial enlargement 
and her acquisition of Transylvania. —  y  —

THE HUNGARIAN MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS ON 
THE SPANISH PROBLEM AND THE ROLE OF THE 

LEAGUE OF NATIONS

In an interview published in the “Kurjer Warszawski”, the 
part of which dealing with Hungary's negotiations with the Little 
Entente will be found on another page of this issue, M. Coloman 
Kanya, Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs, speaking of the 
Spanish problem and the role and importance of the League of 
Nations, said: —

“Owing to her geographical situation Hungary is not im
mediately affected by the Spanish question, but it is of great 
importance to the country that peace be preserved in Europe at 
all costs. It is this point of view that determines Hungary's 
attitude towards developments and shapes her future course. . .

Hungary has always shown a sincere understanding for the 
higher mission of the League of Nations, which is to cherish and 
develop, in the spirit of the League Covenant, the lofty ideal 
of an international administration of justice and, by preventing 
conflicts and wars, to maintain peace among the nations organized 
in a system based on the rule of justice. Therefore —  continued 
M. Kanya —  it is with deep regret that Hungary sees how very 
unfavourable the political balance-sheet of the League has be
come in recent years and how unsatisfactory, compared with the 
fruitful activity displayed on the technical side, are the results 
attained from a political point of view.

From the fact that a reform of the Covenant appears on its 
programme it would appear that the League has awakened to a 
realization of the seriousness of the crisis. A  successfully effected 
reform would justify the hope that in future the League will be
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able to fulfil its noble mission better. For Hungary the pivotal 
problem of Covenant reform lies in the establishment of an 
equitable balance between the preventive and repressive measures 
of the Covenant, for we are convinced that with compulsory 
measures alone the League will never be able to guarantee peace 
among the nations.

To establish honest and lasting co-operation in an organized 
community of nations, a better organization that the present 
system of the League is needed. A  system must be found that 
would make it possible to respect in greater measure the pre
vailing needs of an international community and reconcile them 
with the aims of each member thereof." —  y  —

THE PERSECUTION OF HUNGARIAN BOOKS AND  
PERIODICALS HINDERS CO-OPERATION BETWEEN  

HUNGARY AND HER NEIGHBOURS

On 23rd September the General Assembly of the League of 
Nations discussed the report of the Committee of Intellectual 
Co-operation.

At the debate Hungary was represented by M. Zoltan Bara- 
nyai, ministerial councillor, who spoke with appreciation of the 
deceased Hungarian member of the Committee, the authoress 
Mile. Cecilia Tormay, whose death was a great loss to Hungarian 
literature and Hungarian cultural life. M. Baranyai expressed his 
gratification that the League Council had asked another Hun- 
grian, Count Paul Teleki, the well-known Hungarian geographer, 
to fill the place left vacant by Mile. Tormay’s death.

Speaking of the work done by the Committee last year 
M. Baranyai made special mention of the meeting held in the 
summer by the International Investigation Committee at which 
the question o f revision was debated. He considered an examina
tion o f the question o f peaceful revision the fundamental problem  
for the League o f Nations to solve. Scientific methods must be 
employed to discover how to shape the international situation and 
international co-operation to meet the changing circumstances. 
The success of the meeting in Paris —  at which among other 
things the questions o f the Danube V alley were discussed  —  
showed that the organization o f intellectual co-operation  was 
fu lly aware o f the needs o f the times and of the actual situation.

Besides technical obstacles, the chief barrier in the path 
of intellectual co-operation was that the free circulation of 
Hungarian books in the Succession States was being obstructed. 
Hungarian books, technical papers and periodicals were rarely 
allowed into the Little Entente States. M. Baranyai reminded
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the Assembly of the resolution passed by the General Assembly 
in 1928 to the effect that every obstacle in the way of the inter
national circulation of books ought to be eliminated.

The French chief delegate, M. Herriot, took cognizance of 
the Hungarian delegate’s report and in warm words expressed his 
appreciation of the late Mile Cecilia Tormay. Alas! no more 
was said about the persecution of Hungarian books and periodi
cals, in spite of the fact that M. Baranyai produced concrete 
data proving that Yugoslavia would not allow, not only Hun
garian daily newspapers, but even the most innocent of ma
gazines, scientific journals and books into the country. In Czecho
slovakia and Rumania things were even more chaotic still —  
sometimes quite comically so. —  How, then, can there be any 
question of "strengthening” cooperation with countries where 
even science, which is genuinely international and of universal 
value, is banned if the works on the subject happen to be written 
in Hungarian? —  y  —

SENSATIONAL REPORT IN A  CZECH GOVERNMENT PARTY 
NEWSPAPER: RUMANIA TO CEDE MARAMAROS 

TO CZECHO-SLOVAKIA

According to a sensational report published in the "Pod- 
karpatske Hlasy” of Ungvar (Uzhorod), an organ of the Czech 
Agrarian Party, the biggest Czech Government Party, the Raho 
(Rahovo) district (Ruthenia) is in a ferment of excitement caused 
by rumours that the frontier town of Marmarossziget (Sighetul- 
Marmariei) is to be ceded to Czecho-Slovakia, and not the town 
alone, but also the whole residue of the old county of Marmaros. 
It is alleged that Premier Hodza's last meeting with Premier 
Tatarescu was in connection with this matter. Various explanations 
are in circulation. One of them is that Rumania is in debt to 
Czecho-Slovakia; another that Czecho-Slovakia is to pay for the 
territory in question with consignments of armaments ("Karpati 
Hirado” , Sept. 21).

The county of Marmaros, which till 1918 belonged to Hun
gary, was divided between Czecho-Slovakia and Rumania by the 
Treaty of Sevres, without any inquiry into the wishes of the 
population. The western part of the county was assigned to 
Czecho-Slovakia, which thus acquired dominion over a few places 
where the majority of the inhabitants were Rumanians, while the 
eastern part, with a relatively large number of Ruthenians, passed 
into Rumania's possession. The minorities thus created, on the 
one hand, and the difficulties in connection with frontier trade, 
on the other, have repeatedly made this territorial arrangement 
a bone of contention between the two allied States.

The report published in the Government Party’s organ must
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have given rise to excitement in Bucharest too, for it is a sign 
positive that Czecho-Slovakia still lays claim to Rumanian ter
ritory and to justify her claim quotes the debts incurred by Rumania 
for armaments. Besides this, the report in the “Podkarpatske 
Hlasy" allows of the presumption that Czecho-Slovakia’s reason 
for urging Rumania now to cede the territory in question is its 
strategical importance for the Russian army. Namely, an important 
railway line which runs through Marmaros is the shortest route 
between Czecho-Slovakia and Russia. This is most probably the 
reason why Czecho-Slovakia would like to gain possession of the 
town and its surroundings as soon as possible.

We do not know what Bucharest thinks of the report spread 
by the Czech Government Party's newspaper, but so much is 
certain; Czecho-Slovakia sees no reason why territorial revision 
should not take place at Rumania's expense.

—  y —

THE AGREEMENT OF THE SERB OPPOSITION 
WITH M. MATCHEK

In the first fortnight of this month three important events 
likely to exert incalculable influence on future developments took 
place in Yugoslav internal politics. They were: the reconstruction 
on the 4th October of the Stoyadinovitch Cabinet, the Premier's 
announcement on the 9th that the Concordat Bill would not be 
introduced in the Senate and the agreement concluded on the 
8th, and made public on the 9th, between ihe three united Serb 
Opposition Parties and the coalition of Peasant and Democratic 
Parties under the leadership of M. Matchek.

When it became certain that the negotiations conducted now 
for a year and a half between the united Serb Opposition and 
Matchek were approaching a satisfactory conclusion, Premier 
Stoyadinovitch hastened to reconstruct his Cabinet. Six new Min
isters were appointed to fill the places of the five resigning, and 
M. Stoshovitch, Minister of Education, exchanged his portfolio 
for another. The greatest surprise was caused by the resignation 
of M. Jankovitch, Minister of Forests and Mines, who had been 
the most aggressive member of the Cabinet, a veritable propa
ganda Minister.

Of far greater importance was the second event, the agree
ment arrived at between the coalition of Peasant and Democratic 
Partis and the united Serb Opposition, which was signed by M. 
Matchek, M. Adam Pribichevitch, M. Aca Stanoyevitch, M. Ljuba 
Davidovitch and M. Ivan Jovanovitch on behalf of the Croatian 
Peasant Party, the Independent Democrats, the Old Radicals, the 
Democratic Party and the Serb Agriculturist Party respectively. 
The unabridged text of the agreement runs as follows:
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"I . Adhering to the principles of democracy, we consider 
the sovereignty of the people the basis of all political organiza
tion and the people itself the source of all political power.

II. The Constitution of the 28th June 1921 was framed 
without the Croats, and that of the 3rd September 1931 is lacking 
in moral force, since it is contrary to the fundamental principles 
of democracy and because it was drawn up not only without the 
Croats and against them, but also without the Serbs and against 
them. In the eyes both of the Croats and of the Serbs the Govern
ment, which stands on a unilateral Constitution and leans on a 
pseudo-Parliament, has no authority.

III. W e are agreed that a new Constitutional order must be 
established, based on the principle of government by the people 
and realized as the joint work of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes.

IV. Conscious that they represent the Serb and the Croat 
peoples, our Parties are of the opinion that the last hour has 
arrived to break with all non-democratic systems and regimes, 
and make it possible for the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes acting, 
in unity to organize their own political State to the satisfaction 
of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes.

V. The only fitting means to this end would be the appoint
ment of a national Government from among the representatives of 
such political parties as really have their roots in the folk. On 
the day this Government enters office it should, in concord with 
the Crown, proclaim:

1. A  provisional Yugoslav fundamental law, which at the
same time would render the Constitution of the 3rd September 
1931 invalid. The new fundamental law shall contain all the in
contestable principles important to a State, which shall remain- 
in force until a new Constitution becomes valid. The following 
provisions shall be incorporated in the said fundamental law: 
That Yugoslavia is a hereditary, constitutional and parliamentary 
monarchy; that King Peter II of the House of Karageorgevitch. 
reigns over Yugoslavia; that until the King comes of age royal 
power is exercised by a Council of Regency; that civil and 
political liberties are assured and a parliamentary system of 
government guaranteed, and that the national assembty meeting; 
to frame the new Constitution must vote it by a majority con
sisting of a majority of the representatives of the Serb, Croat and
Slovene peoples,

2. On the same day a fair and democratic system of elections, 
must be proclaimed and the constituent national assembly 
elections fixed. The Government must give guarantees that the 
constituent national assembly elections; will be conducted im
partially, in order to allow the free expression of the will of 
the nation.

The Government will be responsible to the constituent na
tional assembly according to the principles of parliamentarism^
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VI. In terms of this agreement the Parties mentioned therein 
have formed a bloc  to pursue a joint struggle, the aim of which 
is to realize and execute the political and State programme laid 
down in this agreement.”

Great as was the surprise with which the adherents of the 
Parties concerned received the news of the agreement, it was 
no greater than the indignaton of the Serb Parties supporting the 
Pan-Serb trend or even of the adherents of the Government 
Party, for all of these Parties still cling to the idea of a united 
State and a "united Yugoslav nation". In their opinion the agree
ment will not prove a solution of the Croatian question since it 
merely regulates procedure. Now the procedure contained therein 
constitutes in substance a coup d'Etat in so far as it aims at 
making the Constitution of 1931 invalid and forcing a new pro
visional law and a new electional law upon the country. Amother 
fault of the agreement in their eyes is that it makes no mention 
of certain indisputable principles, namely the inviolability of the 
frontiers, and the indisseverable unity of the army, the State and 
the “Nation” .

"I f” —  writes the “Vreme” of the 10th October —  “we 
accept the “three nations thesis” , then we must accept a “three 
State thesis”. This would lead not merely to federation but far
ther still, to confederation, or even to three separate States, which 
according to the "Samouprava”, the official organ of the Govern
ment Party, would be identical with anarchy, the dissolution of 
the State and a sale o f the country by auction."

On the 22nd October the leaders of the united Serb Oppo
sition opened fresh negotiations with Matchek in a Croatian vil
lage near Sisak. According to the reports that have leaked out 
the subject of discussion was how to carry through in practice 
the provisions of the agreement.

An honest solution of the Croatian question will not be 
furthered by the announcement made on the 9th October by 
Premier Stoyadinovitch that the Government had decided not to 
introduce the Concordat Bill in the Senate. (“Vreme”, X. 10). 
There is no means of discovering whether this statement, which 
was heard for the first time, though in a milder form, on the 
25th June, signifies an intention to take the Concordat Bill 
entirely off the programme, or whether it is merely a question of 
tactics to secure postponemnt or a systematic plan to retard its 
discussion in the Senate. Namely on the 3rd January next the 
mandates of 23 elected senators expire, as do those of 25 ap
pointed senators on the 9th January, and it is quite certain that 
the new senators elected or appointed to fill the vacancies will 
all be adherents of the Government. If M. Stojadinovitch continues 
to desire the ratification of the Concordat, it will be perfectly 
easy for him to get the Senate to vote it at the beginning of next 
year, whereas at present he has only a very small majority in
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the Senate. It is a question, however, whether he will not find 
it more expedient to drop the Concordat definitely, on the one 
hand to conciliate the clergy of the Serb Pravoslav Church and 
on the other to win the support of the pan-Serb front now in 
process of formation against the Croatians and also in the in
terests of the defence of the Government's and its Party's 
jealously guarded "national unity”.

Now that Premier Stoyadinovitch has thrown off the burden 
of the Concordat and, according to his adherents, was successful 
during his conversations in Paris and London in dispelling the 
anxiety felt in France and Great Britain concerning the trend 
and aims of Yugoslavia's foreign policy, he may, for the present, 
await developments in internal politics with confidence.

BRITISH M. P.-S IN BUDAPEST

A  number of British members of Parliament visited Buda
pest in the month of September. A  dinner was given on September 
20-ieth by M. Otto Legrady, Editor of the "Pesti Hirlap", in 
honour of the Earl of Dundonald and Capt. Drummond Mac
donald. M. Tibor Eckhardt, member of the Hungarian Parlia
ment, addressed the English visitors: “We are always glad to 
have visitors come to us from Great Britain —  he said —  because 
we have always looked upon that country as the bulwark of 
civilisation, and we shall never fail to follow the magnificent 
example which England has set to us.” A story from war times 
was then recalled by the English guests; when Capt. Macdonald 
came to Hungary on an official mission, to visit the English pri
soners of war, he could not find any of them in Budapest be
cause they had just gone to Vienna to attend the horse races.

In his reply Capt. Macdonald also reflected on the problem 
of revision, which —  he said —  was unknown four years ago 
when he was here last. But now English people know more about 
the injustices of the Treaty of Trianon, and with their knowledge 
their interest in the problems of revision is also increasing. Both 
Hungary and England are democratic countries, and so long as 
Hungary conducts her policy on the present peaceful lines she can 
always rely on Great Britain's sympathy.

*

At a dinner held in honour of Mr. W . R. Duckworth, member 
of the British Parliament, the address was made by Prof. Gyula 
Kornis, Deputy Speaker of the Hungarian Parliament. In his 
reply Mr. Duckworth assured his Hungarian friends that he and 
his English friends would do all they can to help Hungary —  
which he called the heart of Europe and one of the pillars of 
European civilization —  to realize her lawful claims. “Whe shall
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do whatever we can in London and in Westminster —  he said —  
to make Hungary happier and more powerful. A  flourishing 
Hungary is Europe's interest, too!”

DR. SCHUSCHNIGG AT A  HUNTING PARTY IN HUNGARY

The Austrian Chancellor, Dr. Schuschnigg, spent the 22nd 
and 23rd of October hunting on the estates of the State stud- 
farm at Babolna. He had been invited some time previously by 
Premier Daranyi and came in a private capacity. He was wel
comed to Babolna by Premier Daranyi and M. Coloman de 
Kanya, Minister of Foreign Affairs.

—  y  —
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS POSTPONED AFTER THE 
INCIDENT IN TEPLITZ

During the past months Czecho-Slovak activities of an in
ternal political character have been engaged mainly in preparing 
for the Parish Council elections. Namely, the mandates of most 
of the Parish Councils expire now, and the public expected that, 
following the usual custom, the elections would take place every
where simultaneously. But the Government, it would seem, was 
afraid that the results of numerous Parish Council elections held 
on the same day would too clearly demonstrate the unabated, 
in fact augmented, strength of the Opposition Parties, viz. of the 
Henlein Party in the historical provinces and the United Hun
garian Party in the areas wrested from Hungary. So the Minister 
of the Interior decreed that elections should take place only in 
550 villages. On the 16th October it was made public that this 
first instalment of the Parish Council elections would be held 
on the 14th November, and canvassing began immediately. Barely 
a week later, on the 22nd October, however, the Government 
decided to postpone the elections and at the same time put a 
ban on all political meetings. This measure, rather curious in a 
democracy, was undoubtedly connected with the well-known 
incidents in Teplitz-Schonau. Namely, serious fighting had oc
curred in that German town of Czecho-Slovakia between a crowd 
of Germans cheering Henlein and the police, in the course of 
which three policemen and several civilians were wounded. The 
excitement of the crowd was fanned to flame when the police 
not only arrested Herr Frank, M. P., Herr Henlein's deputy, as 
he was entering his motor-car, but also struck him. Later on, it 
is true, Herr Frank was released, but Herr Richter, another Hen
lein Party M. P., was arrested. These incidents have given rise
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to widespread indignation, not only among the Sudeta Germans, 
but also in the German Reich.

OPENING OF THE STATE COURT AT POZSONY

At the beginning of October the newly created State Court 
began its activity in the premises of the District Court of Pozsony 
(Bratislava). On October 4th, ten accused appeared before the 
Court charged, under § 2. of the Defence of the Republic Act, 
with conspiracy against the State, under § 6 with military 
treason, and under § 12 with failing to disclose a case of military 
treason. The trial is to last for three weeks and is to be held 
in camera. (“Uj Hirek”, October 7th). —  y  —

IS THE PITTSBURG CONVENTION A  FORGERY?

Much excitement was caused throughout Czecho-Slovakia by 
an article that appeared in the “Slovak” (the organ of the 
Slovak People's Party) on 12th October, shortly after the death 
of President Masaryk. This article quoted verbatim the text of 
a letter Dr. Masaryk, the first President of the Republic, wrote 
in reply to a telegram addressed to him by Father Hlinka in 
connection with the candidature of M. Tuka, who had been 
sentenced to 15 years’ penal servitude a few days previously. In 
this letter, dated Tapolcsany, 12th October 1929, President 
Masaryk, inter alia, mentioned the Pittsburg Convention con
cluded on 30th May 1918 between the Czech and Slovak Leagues 
in America, which guaranteed Slovakia full autonomy in legislat
ure, administration and the administration of justice. In spite 
of the fact that his own signature appears on this important 
document, Dr. Masaryk declared the treaty to be a forgery, be
cause a few signatures had been added later on, and especially 
because at the time when the American Slovaks concluded the 
agreement the American Slovak League did not exist officially, 
not being recognized by the United States Government until 1919. 
To complete the picture let it be said that the two columns of 
the "Slovak" preceding the letter, which were evidently a 
criticism of it, were deleted by the Czecho-Slovak Public Pro
secutor.

On the publication of this letter of Dr. Masaryk's the debate 
whether the Pittsburg Convention was valid or not broke out 
again with fresh violence. Dr. Masaryk's standpoint, as stated in 
his letter, savours too much of formality to decide the question 
against the Slovaks. For in the case of a pronouncedly political 
treaty upon which civil law has no bearing, it is not of the 
slightest importance whether in terms of the American associa
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tion laws the American Slovak League legally existed on 30th 
May 1918 or not, and whether certain members affixed their 
signatures the day the treaty was concluded or at a later date. 
That the American Slovak League did exist in 1918 and was the 
representative association of the Slovaks in America, was not 
questioned by Dr. Masaryk, for he treated with its members as 
with the representatives of the Slovaks in America and con
cluded political agreements with them. For this reason the 
Slovaks have every right to invoke the treaty as a legal instru
ment and as the political and moral justification of their struggle 
for autonomy.

But there is also another side to the question which is 
often forgotten by the Czechs. If it is true, as they declare, that 
the Pittsburg Convention is invalid, then the only legal grounds 
wherewith they succeeded in persuading the Peace Conference 
that the incorporation of the Slovaks in the Czecho-Slovak Re
public was politically and morally justified, cease to exist. The 
Slovaks of Slovakia were never asked whether they wished to 
abandon Hungary and throw in their lot with Bohemia, No 
plebiscite was held in the Slovak territories. All the Czechs can 
plead in their own justification is that the American Slovaks 
(i. e, not the Slovaks at home) agreed to Slovakia’s being attached 
to the Czech Republic, but only on the understanding that the 
Slovaks were to enjoy full autonomy. If Dr. Masaryk, the founder 
of the Czecho-Slovak State, did not admit the validity of the 
Pittsburg Convention, even the weak legal basis upon which the 
Czechs try to establish the thesis of voluntary union on the part 
of the Slovaks collapses.

»
An incident that occurred in Rozsahegy (Ruzomberek) at a 

meeting of the Town Council is also connected with the publica
tion of Dr. Masaryk's letter. The following report of the in
cident appeared on 19th October in the “Slovensky Dennik", the 
Slovak organ of the Czech Agrarian Party.

"The proposal made by the Slovaik university students to 
name one of the streets in Rozsahegy T. G, Masaryk Street came 
up before the Town Council a month ago. A  writing signed by 
35 association of the town, headed by the military command the 
legionaries and the Slovak Matica, seconded the motion.

When after two meetings of the Town Council no resolution 
had been adopted in the matter of this most natural suggestion, 
M. William Houdek, member of the Republican Party (The Czech 
Agrarian Party. Ed.) on Saturday 16th October addressed a 
question to the Town Council, demanding why the unanimous 
wish of the entire population of Rozsahegy had not been attended 
to. When M. Houdek began to speak, Father Hlinka interrupted 
him. "Have you nothing better to do?” , he asked. And when
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M. Houdek advised the Council to decide the matter at their 
next meeting, Father Hlinka, in a loud voice, said: —  “First of 
all take back the word forgery!"

Since Father Hlinka who is the parish priest of Rozsahegy 
has much authority in the town, it is unlikely that any of the 
streets will bear Masaryk’s name in the near future."

—  y —

BILL INTRODUCED BY THE SLOVAK PEOPLE'S PARTY  
TO OBTAIN EQUAL RIGHTS FOR THE CZECH AND THE 

SLOVAK LANGUAGES

M. Charles Sidor with his colleagues of the Slovak People’s 
Party have introduced a Bill proposing an amendment of the 
Czecho-Slovak Language Act. The amendment suggested would 
make Czech and Slovak the official languages of the Czecho
slovak Republic and decree that schools, offices, the courts of 
justice, institutions, the army and gendarmerie and all State de
partments in Slovakia would be bound to use the Slovak lan
guage. In the preamble it was stated that § 1 of the 1920 Lan
guage Act was an absurdity, incorporating in law as it did the 
notion of a “Czechoslovak language", a fictive idea, since no 
"Czechoslovak language" exists or has ever existed. The intention 
was to prevent the public use of the Slovak language in Slovakia, 
replace it with a "Czechoslovak” language and thus prepare the 
soil for a cultural movement, the aim of which was to forge 
the two languages into one.

RUTHENIAN PASSIVE RESISTANCE TO THE 
NEW  GOVERNOR ACT

The new Governor Act, which, as we stated at the time, 
does not signify a single step towards the autonomy guaranteed 
to Ruthenia in pars. 10— 13 of the Treaty of Saint Germain, 
came into force on October 8. Bonfires were lit on the hills in 
Ruthenia to celebrate the satisfaction of the Czecho-Slovak 
authorities, but the "Nas But”, the organ of the Ruthenian 
Autonomists, declares that the Ruthenian Nationalists refuse to 
have anything to do with the Governor’s Council created by this 
Act, since, as the Council is merely to be a body advising the 
Governor, it has no actual significance and has no connection 
with real autonomy. The leaders of the Autonomist National 
Party have decided against accepting seats on the Council, there
with demonstrating their disapproval of it. It is worthy of note 
that the “Narodny Listy” , an important newspaper of the Czech 
Nationalists, is of the opinion that the authority of the Council
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will not be great. 15 of its members will sit on it by virtue of 
elections that were held before there was any question at all of 
a Governor's Council.

In terms of the new Act, 9 members of the Governor's 
Council are to be appointed by Prague, Great indignation was 
felt by the Hungarians in Ruthenia when, after the Act came into 
force, the Government did not appoint one single Hungarian 
member of the Council, despite the fact that even according to 
the Czech census of 1930 the Hungarians were shown to be 
15.44% of the total inhabitants of the province and thus would be 
fully entitled to one or two seats on the Council. The Hungarian 
members were elected by the Provincial Diet, which has the right 
to elect 6; for the Ruthenian Autonomous Farmers' Alliance and 
the Ruthenian National Party voted for Hungarian candidates 
(Messrs, Aladar Vozary and Eugene Ortutay).

Here we mention that there is no single Hungarian official 
in the newly created Governor's Office, a fact against which the 
Hungarian press in Czecho-Slovakia energetically protests.

THE HUNGARIANS OF THE DANUBE REGIONS OF 
CZECHO-SLOVAKIA DEMAND A  SEPARATE DIOCESE

In our last issue we wrote of the unanimous resolution in 
which the Hungarian Party of Czecho-Slovakia expressed its 
satisfaction that a modus vivendi had been arrived at by the 
Vatican and the Czecho-Slovak Government as regards the affairs 
of the Roman Catholic Church in the Republic. At the same time 
the resolution unanimously expressed a wish that since all the 
Roman Catholic d ioceses in Slovakia are under Slovak bishops, 
and in consideration o f the large number o f Catholic Hungarians 
in the Republic a Hungarian suffragan should be appointed; that 
provision should be made for the adequate cure of souls in the 
Hungarian districts and for the training of Hungarian priests. 
On 26th September, at a meeting of the A ctio  Catholica of 
Komarom, a unanimous resolution was passed stating that to 
facilitate the work of ecclesiastical administration as well as in 
the universal interests of church and religious life it was con
sidered necessary to unite all the Roman Catholic Hungarians 
living in a solid  block along the Danube in one diocese under 
the spiritual guidance of one bishop. To this diocese would be
long 400.000 Catholic Hungarians. A  memorandum of this reso
lution was sent to the Papal Nuncio in Prague. With resolutions 
of a similar nature, one after another the Catholic parishes with
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a Hungarian majority are launching a campaign for a Hun
garian diocese in the Danube regions.

—  y  —

THE HUNGARIANS WOULD BE ENTITLED TO 24.000 STATE 
POSTS INSTEAD OF 8343

At the meeting of the Hungarian Party held in Pered on 6th 
October M. Geza Porubriky, Member of the National Assembly, 
produced data proving that the Czecho-Slovak Government was 
ruining Slovakia. He stated that of the 55.000.000.000 crowns de
posited in the Republic 38.800.000.000 fell to Bohemia and
11.700.000. 000 to Moravia, while Slovakia's share was only
4.200.000. 000 and Ruthenia's only 300.000.000. —  On the strength
of numbers the Hungarians would be entitled to 24.000 posts in 
the civil service, but had only 8343. 13.000 Hungarian children 
attended Slovak schools. Could they attend Hungarian schools, 
300 Hungarian teachers would find employment. —  y  —

NOT ONE HUNGARIAN JUDGE OR ATTORNEY IN THE
HIGH COURTS

At question time Count Janos Esterhazy, member of the 
Czecho-Slovak National Assembly and President of the United 
Hungarian Party, called the attention of the Government to the 
fact that Hungarian judges and attorneys are not allowed to 
occupy leading positions in the Law Courts of Slovakia, while 
in the High Courts there are no Hungarian judges or attorneys 
at all. —  y  —

W HAT THE CENSOR CONSIDERS DANGEROUS TO THE 
STATE IN ONE DISTRICT IS NOT REGARDED AS SUCH

IN ANOTHER

The following is a typical example of how the censor works 
in Czecho-Slovakia. M. Ladislas Mecs, a Canon of the Pre- 
monstratensian Order, is the most famous Hungarian poet in 
Czecho-Slovakia, His poetical genius has been recognized by the 
French. Several of his poems have been translated into French; a 
French anthology of his works is being edited now; and his 
matinee in Paris, at which Cardinal Archbishop Verdier was 
present, was very favourably criticised in the French press. His 
poems have made their appearance in most of the Hungarian 
newspapers in Czecho-Slovakia, and he has recited them not 
only in the towns of Slovakia and Ruthenia, but also in Prague 
and Briinn. Now the recitation of some of these poems which
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have already passed the censor so often is being forbidden here 
and there in Slovakia. In one district the police prohibit poems 
that are allowed by the authorities of another districts. The 
police in Galanta, for instance, has censored a poem that it 
passed a year ago without raising any objections.

The same authorities in Galanta also objected to the costumes 
of the girls who performed a dance at a Hungarian concert in 
Szenc, because among the seven colours used were also the three 
colours of the Hungarian flag, red, white and green. Strange to 
say the same Prefect of the Galanta district saw nothing wrong 
in those costumes when the girls of Galanta turned out in them 
last year to welcome President Benes! —  y  —

HUNGARY

GERMAN COURSE INSTITUTED IN HUNGARY FOR 
TEACHERS OF THE GERMAN ELEMENTARY MINORITY

SCHOOLS

Dr. Valentine Homan, Minister of Education, has inaugurated 
a German course for the training of teachers destined to teach in 
the German elementary minority schools. Of the 137 candidates 
19 male and 11 female teachers were, after a preliminary exami
nation, admitted to the course, which is to last 10 months under 
the superintendence of Dr. Julius Lux. The students have been 
lodged in an institute at the expense of the State. Training will 
not by confined to theoretic studies alone. The students will have 
opportunities of practising teaching now and then in the German 
schools in the vicinity of Budapest, so that theory will be com
bined with practice. —  y  —

RUMANIA

HUNGARIANS SUBMIT TO LEAGUE OF NATIONS 
A  MEMORANDUM AGAINST CIRCULAR LETTER ISSUED

BY MINISTER POP

For months past the minorities living in Rumania have 
been in a constant ferment of agitation owing to the rumour 
originating from a responsible source to the effect that an 
Ordinance would shortly be issued containing an amendment of 
the National Labour Defence Act to be effected for the purpose 
of Rumanianizing minority commercial and industrial under
takings. The minorities living in Rumania protested energetically 
in advance against the proposed new measure. The Hungarian 
Party, for instance, protested at meetings held on May 28th and
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29th, against a measure which is a defiance of both the Constitu
tion and an international treaty. The Government Party itself 
rejected the relevant proposal of M. Valer Pop, Minister of 
Industry and Commerce.

Nevertheless, on September 16th M. Pop carried the scheme 
proposed by him into effect in the form of a ministerial circular 
letter. He dispatched the letter to 72 big undertakings in Tran
sylvania, the Banate and Bukovina, the text of the letter being 
as follows (according to the "Rador", the semi-official Rumanian 
press agency): —

“The development of Rumanian industry is largely the re
sult of assistance granted directly and indirectly by the State; for 
the State has been pursuing a decided policy of protection in 
favour of our inland industry. In the past all the protection en
joyed by our inland industry was that afforded by our customs 
tariff and by the Encouragement of Industry Act of 1912: today, 
however, we have a whole series of laws and other measures 
protecting our industry (e. g. the ordinances relating to quotas, 
the Cartel Act, etc.), which offer industry effectual protection 
despite foreign competition and have created a veritable system 
of monopolies in the inland market. This protective policy de
mands considerable sacrifices on the part of the consumers; the 
country has however willingly undertaken the sacrifices because 
it is conscious of the importance attaching to our industry in 
securing the economic independence of Romania. In view of what 
has been said above, we believe it is your duty too to under
stand the postulates of the age and show your appreciation of 
all these measures, and in particular to endeavour even at the 
price of material sacrifices to do all in your power to further 
the advance in strength of the elements which are ethnically 
Rumanian in the staff of employees paid by your undertaking. 
Consequently, we call upon you to provide that by the end of 
the present year at latest the quota of employees of Rumanian 
race working in your establishment (s) shall not be less than the 
following percentages: —  50% in the staff of managers and head 
officials; 50% in the staff of skilled workers; 50% in the higher 
technical staff; 50% also in the lower technical staff; and 75% 
in the staff of unskilled workers. W e beg you to notify us of 
your approval of the idea not later than October 1st; a failure to 
reply will be taken as equivalent to a refusal.” (“Keleti Ujsag” , 
September 18th).

The press of the minorities of Rumania has written with 
the greatest indignation of the circular letter.

The German press regards the circular letter as an experi
ment made with the object of evading the situation and sur
reptitiously enforcing a proposal rejected by the Government 
owing to its being in defiance of Constitution and the laws. The 
“Siebenbiirgisch Deutsches Tageblatt" things it strange that M.
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Valer Pop should attempt to realise his "numerus valachicus” 
despite the fact that the President of his Party and the Govern
ment Press too —  have in order to reassure the opinion of 
foreign countries —  declared expressly that they will set things 
right in the matter of the "numerus” schemes. It most decidedly 
rejects the Circular Letter as being a flagrant breach of the 
legal equality rooted in the Constitution and a flouting of the 
ideas of a constitutional State. (September 18th, 21st and 24th).

What the Hungarian papers fear most is the injurious 
psychological effect which the letter is calculated to cause. "It 
is true, indeed” , —  so wrote the "Keleti Ujsag” (September 
18th), the official organ of the Hungarian Party —  “that the 
Circular Letter is not a law or even an Ordinance; but its signi
ficance and its effect must be incalculable if only because it has 
been signed by a Member of the Government and because there 
is not a single undertaking able to emancipate itself from the 
psychological influence exercised by a hint amounting to a com
mand given by one of those in control of the country”. Later on 
(September 20th) the same journal calls the attention of its 
readers to the fact that —  not so very long before the same ex
periment had been made elsewhere too. On January 28th, 1936, 
the Czecho-Slovak Minister of National Defence had issued a 
Circular Letter to the industrial undertakings of Czecho-Slovakia 
in which he required that undertakings participating in public 
contracts should introduce the "nationality quota” system, as 
otherwise the undertaking in question would not be given any 
State orders. In reply the Germans of Czecho-Slovakia on April 
24th, 1936, submitted a Memorandum of protest to the League 
of Nations. A  a consequence of this Memorandum, on June 19th, 
1936, the Czecho-Slovak Government issued an Order in Council 
providing that in the case of public contracts the conditions re
lating to nationality should not be made a stipulation, the cir
cumstance that he happened to belong to some linguistic, racial 
or religious minority not being sufficient cause for the dismissal 
of any person from the service of any undertaking.

The Hungarian Party of Rumania also submitted to the 
League of Nations a Memorandum of protest against the measures 
contained in the Circular Letter issued by M. Pop; the Memoran
dum contains the following statements: —

"Minister Valer Pop —  as is well known —  has despatched 
to numerous industrial and commercial undertakings a Circular 
Letter stipulating the employment of a definitely fixed percentage 
of officials and workers of Rumanian race. In view of the fact 
that —  as proved by the circumstance that the Circular Letter 
has been issued —  the Hungarian Party has applied in vain in 
this matter to various Members of the Government, —  in view 
further of the very short term fixed in the Minister's Circular 
Letter for the sending in of answers and the carrying into effect
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of the stipulations of the Letter, —  in view also of the fact that 
the vital interests of hundreds of thousands of human beings are 
at stake — , the President of the Hungarian Party, being unable 
to undertake the responsibility for the dangers that may arise 
from any further delay, has been compelled to submit to the 
League of Nations a Memorandum of protest against the measures 
implied in the said Circular Letter." (“Szekely Kozelet", Octo
ber 2nd).

It would appear that the Memorandum submitted to the 
League of Nations —  in reference to which M, Antonescu, 
Rumanian Foreign Minister asked Geneva to give him accurate 
information, in order that he might reassure the foreign under
takings which have invested large amounts of capital in Rumanian 
undertakings —  combined with the energetic attitude of protest 
adopted by the Rumanian workers, impelled M. Valer Pop to 
issue another Circular Letter for despatch to the industrial un
dertakings concerned, the text of this Circular Letter being as 
follows: —

“Seeing that certain persons have interpreted our Circular 
Letters Nos. 49,458, 51,770 and 51,774 as containing instructions 
that run counter to the law, we beg to inform you that this inter
pretation is a mistake. Our Circular Letters referred to above are 
of the character of urgent suggestions addressed to you in the 
interest of the normal development of your undertaking and 
for the purpose of ensuring a harmonious co-operation between 
all Rumanian citizens alike. While once more offering the said 
suggestions I feel absolutely convinced that you will show the 
utmost appreciation and understanding." (“Hirlap”, October 5th),

In reply to a request on the part of the “UGIR” (the Union 
of Rumanian Manufacturers), the Ministry of Industry and Com
merce extended the term fixed for giving answers from October 
1st to October 25th. (“Keleti Ujsag", October 3rd).

All this does not however in any way change the facts: for
—  we would ask —  what difference in essence does the Minister 
calling the contents of his Circular Letter merely urgent sug
gestions really make? Can we regard as a mere suggestion the 
instruction given —  whether in the form of a simple circular 
letter or not —  by the Minister under whose control the rele
vant laws have placed the question of the composition of the 
staffs of the undertakings? Can we regard as a mere suggestion 
the pressure brought to bear by a Minister who need do no more 
than give a hint if he desires the National Bank to foreclose the 
re-discount credit granted to minority undertakings or wishes 
to have the undertaking in question deprived of the special bene
fits which it enjoys under the Encouragement of Industry Act,
—  the Minister who need only give a mere hint for the tax- 
thumbscrew to be tightened?

In connection with the Circular Letter it should be noted
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further that the industrial circles of the country are themselves 
in a dilemma as to where to get the Rumanian elements pre
scribed in the Letter, seeing that there are no unemployed at 
all of Rumanian race.

Why, in its September 26th issue the “Argus" —  an economic 
journal appearing in Bucharest —  published an article from the 
pen of I. Radu establishing the fact that after watching the 
advertisement columns of the economic papers carefully for 
weeks he had failed to find any advertisements of skilled 
workers in search of work. On the other hand, however, he had 
found no end of advertisements enquiring for technical experts and 
skilled workers. A  certain Brasso industrial undertaking had 
dismissed 3 foreign specialists but had so far failed to obtain 
others to take their places.

Senator Moteanu, President of the Commission controlling 
the carrying into effect of the National Labour Defence Act, in 
his report submitted to the Minister of Industry and Commerce 
complains that the National Labour Defence Act had not pro
duced the desired results; for the number of persons belonging 
to minorities engaged in the undertakings has increased, while 
that of Rumanians —  except in the case of unskilled workers —  
has decreased. One of the causes of this phenomenon Senator 
Moteanu believes to be the deficient training of those students 
who have completed courses at professional or technical schools. 
The "Lumea Romaneasca”, a Bucharest daily, very aptly asks 
how the undertakings can possibly engage Rumanian technical 
staffs and skilled labourers if —  as Moteanu himself admits —  
the professional schools do not afford a sufficient training.

In conclusion we would stress most emphatically the point 
that the first 72 Circular Letters issued by Minister Valer Pop 
were not despatched to the big petroleum concerns of Older 
Rumania (the Regat), but only to undertakings in Transylvania, 
the Banate and Bukovina. This was how he attempted to evade 
the Achilles-heel of the question —  the protests of the foreign 
investors directly interested.

THE MINORITY POLICY PRINCIPLES LAID DOWN IN 
PREMIER TATARESCU’S SPEECH AND IN THAT  

OF M. MADGEARU

On 9th October the Rumanian press published Premier 
Tatarescu's long-promised Nagyvarad speech, which was closely 
connected with the diplomatic conversations begun in Sinaia be
tween Hungary and Rumania and continued afterwards in 
Geneva. M. Tatarescu declared that Rumania was desirous of 
living in friendly relations with those whom the vicissitudes of 
historical events had turned against her. Evidently he was re
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ferring to the Hungarians. He then expressed Rumania's inten
tion to co-operate in the work of stabilizing and defending peace, 
not forgetting, however, to add that he had come to Nagyvarad 
to inspect the work of frontier fortification.

Mention was also made in the Premier's speech of Ruma
nia's minority policy. “The minorities” —  said M. Tatarescu, 
speaking in defence of the numerus Valachicus —  “must not take 
objection to the protection of the Rumanian elements, which we 
have never carried out, and shall never carry out, by means of 
acts directed against the minorities. The oppressed of yesterday 
will never become oppressors.”

*
The opportunity of comparing M. Tatarescu’s statements with 

another speech is too good to be missed. The latter was delivered 
on 4th October at the general meeting of the National Peasant 
Party Youth Group in Bucharest by M. Virgilius Madgearu, 
Minister of Finance. In it he gave an expose of the minority 
policy of the Party and o f his plans for a Rumanization of 
econom ic life. "Everyone will find it natural”, said M. Madgearu, 
“that the question of Rumanian national existence must arise in 
a country with five million minority citizens. But this momentous 
question cannot be solved by demagogic speeches, or a trampling 
under foot of the rights guaranteed in the Constitution and by 
a few misleading and very harmful measures. They are guilty 
of national crime, those great patriots who are determined at 
all costs to make enemies of the five million minority citizens 
in our midst. For the time may come when our exceedingly long 
frontiers will be threatened by hostile forces; and who is to de
fend them? Shall we entrust the defence of our borders to 
minorities who hate the Rumanians? The principles of democracy 
preclude such support of the Rumanian elements as is liable to 
give rise to feelings of hatred between them and the minorities.” 
After this introduction, however, M. Madgearu continued as 
follows: “ But this does not signify that we shall continue to 
tolerate minority citizens in the most important econom ic posts. 
W e do not identify ourselves with Alexander Vajda's notorious 
programme, which advocates placing economic life on a pro
portional basis. W e do not want to share the natural and eco 
nomic resources of the country with the minorities on a pro
portional basis. What we want is that all these resources should  
be in the possession of Rumanians only. But we do not want to 
attain this by illegal and violent means, by unsystematic and 
precipitate measures, such as are employed by the Liberals. Fully 
respecting the rights of private individuals, we desire to make 
use of the whole policy of the State to further our ends, for 
only thus shall we be able to accomplish serious and lasting 
results." In the rest of his speech M, Madgearu explained that
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the first step towards a Rumanianization of economic life was 
the creation of Rumanian capital. "The State” —  he said —  
“must help by suitable measures to Rumanianize industry and 
commerce; must create undertakings able, with the aid of 
adequate privileges, cheap credit and other advantages, to com 
pete with similar undertakings in the hands of the minorities. 
Sites for houses must be given to Rumanians with every facility 
to induce them to settle in minority districts. Rumanian shops 
and workshops enjoying special privileges must be established, 
and the State must exercise its right o f option to buy the land 
owned by the minorities and distribute it among the Rumanian 
peasantry.”

There is but a slight shade of difference between the pro
gramme of the Liberal Government and M. Madgearu's speech 
in which he outlined the programme of the Party most likely 
to succeed the Liberals. The schemes in both cases to Rumanize 
economic life and deprive the minorities of their economic and 
intellectual resources are practically indentical; and neither is 
calculated to promote peace and harmony in the Danube Valley.

—  y  —

PROLONGATION OF THE STATE OF SIEGE 
AND CENSORSHIP

Apart from an interval of a few years, a constant state of 
siege and censorship are being maintained in those formerly 
Hungarian territories which have been attached to Rumania. This 
suspension of personal rights —  it is needless to say —  is felt 
most keenly by the national minorities. The state of siege and 
censorship —  which were recently prolonged until the 16th of 
September, 1937 —  are now prolonged, by a Royal Decree 
published in the Official Gazette (Monitorul Official), for another 
six months, i, e. until March 16, 1938. ("Aradi Kozlony” , Sept
ember 14). —  y  —

PROTESTANT PRAYER-HOUSE PROHIBITED 
FOR POLITICAL REASONS

The parish council of Berkenyes rejected an application con
cerning the erection of a prayerhouse for the Reformed Con
gregation; the refusal, it is understood, was explained with the 
“present unsettled condition of international relations” (“Magyar 
Nep”, September 18). Addressing the general assembly of the 
Reformed Diocese at Nagybanya the Superintendent declared that 
all activities of missionary work in the country had to be sus

52



H O W  M IN O R ITIES LIVE

pended owing to the hostile attitude of the authorities ("Brassoi 
Lapok", Sept. 22).

In no less than 17 cases did an Orthodox Rumanian priest, 
Plotogea Harie, in the village of Aldoboly, County of Harom- 
szek, influence the law courts to bring a verdict by which the 
religion of Protestant children was altered to "orthodox” in the 
birth register, because he had found that their names had a 
Rumanian sound. ("Brassoi Lapok”, September 10). —  The four 
children of a Roman Catholic Hungarian farmer, Mate Elekes, 
from the village of Gyergyoujfalu were entered in their birth 
certificates as “Greek Catholics”, ("Keleti Ujsag”, September l l . J  
—  A  Greek Catholic priest in the village of Gyimesbiikk, the 
Rev, Victor Gergely, was reprimanded by the Gendarme be
cause he had refused to baptise fifteen children whom the 
registrar —  Jon Mursea —  entered in the register as “Greek 
Catholics", in spite of their parents' protests.

The priest, in defence, argued that he could not perform the 
baptism, because he knew of the parents' protests.

YUGOSLAVIA
PROMISES MADE TO HUNGARIANS STILL UNFULFILLED

W e have spoken on several occasions already of the 
negotiations carried on last October (1936) and in April and 
September, 1937, between certain Members of the Yugoslav 
Government and the leaders of the Hungarian minority in re the 
redress of the grievances of the Hungarians and of the fulfilment 
of the legitimate wishes of the Hungarians based upon provisions 
of the laws of the country or of the minority treaty. On all oc
casions alike the competent Members of the Government have 
made most definitive promises respecting the redress of the 
grievances and the fulfilment of the wishes accepted as legitimate, 
—  the latter relating in particular to the suspension of the “name 
analysis” system, the re-transfer to the so-called “Hungarian 
sections” of the State elementary schools of the Hungarian 
teachers of Magyar nationality appointed to schools with Serbian 
as the language of instruction, the return to active service of the 
Hungarian teachers placed illegally on the retired list and the 
re-opening of the Hungarian elementary school sections which 
have not functioned for years already owing to a lack of 
teachers qualified to teach in Magyar.

Despite the promises made by the Ministers, however, all 
that was done prior to the opening of the new school year was 
to re-open the first class of the Belgrade State Teachers College 
which had been closed for three years (this being done in terms
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of an Ordinance of M. Stoshovitch, former Minister of Educa
tion). The other promises have remained-promises. As a con
sequence, M. Leo Deak, one of the leaders of the Hungarian 
minority, on September 26th headed a deputation representing 
the Hungarians of four villages in the Bacska district which 
called upon M. Stankovitch, Minister of Agriculture, who hap
pened to be in Zombor, and once more requested him to inter
vene with the Prime Minister and the Minister of Education for 
a speedy redress of the grievances referred to above.

In illustration of the manner in which the educational 
affairs of the Hungarian minority are being handled, Dr. Deak, 
inter alia, submitted to the Minister the following characteristic 
data. At Bajmok and at Regocze (a frontier village) a sufficient 
number of pupils of Hungarian nationality had been enrolled in 

the Hungarian sections of the elementary schools; but it had 
proved impossible to begin the teaching owing to the lack of 
teachers of Hungarian nationality or teachers at least able to 
teach in Magyar. In the Hundred of Zental for years past there 
had been no teaching in Magyar in 17 school buildings owing to 
a lack of suitable teachers. In many places in the Hungarian 
elementary school sections there is only a single teacher, who 
has to teach 100— 120 pupils. At Bajmok the Hungarian teacher 
of the Hungarian section had been transferred to the German 
section, despite the fact that he knew scarcely any German at 
all and as a consequence of the transfer the Hungarian section 
was still without a teacher.

Minister Stankovitch declared that he considered the com
plaints to be perfectly justified and promised that he would in
tervene personally with the competent minister in order to 
ensure the redress of the grievances. The only qustion is whether 
this ministerial promise —  the fourth  of its line —  will at last 
lead to something more than the three previous decided pro
mises which were endorsed by the Prime Minister himself?

The following case is also a striking illustration of the situa
tion of the Hungarians of Yugoslavia in educational matters.

THE ACT WHICH MAKES MINORITY CO-OPERATIVE 
SOCIETIES IMPOSSIBLE HAS NOW  COME INTO FORCE

The Yugoslav unified Co-operative Society Act of 24th Sep
tember 1937 came into force on the date of its publication in the 
official gazette. In terms of this Act every co-operative society 
must be member of a controlling alliance of co-operative societies, 
the task of which is to supervise the activities of all co-operative 
societies at least every second year. Besides this, every co
operative society must also be member of some business alliance
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ol co-operative societies. Alliances with 50 such members already 
in existence may remain, but at least 300 co-operative societies are 
essential to the form ation o f new ones. An exception in made in 
the case of producers' co-operative societies, for which 100 member 
societies suffice to form an alliance. The various alliances must 
form a central alliance which will be under the control of the 
Ministry of Agriculture. As has already been stated in this paper, 
the Hungarian and other minorities are not likely to be in a 
position to create such a large number of co-operative societies, 
and thus under the new Co-operative Societies Act the national 
minorities in Yugoslavia will be debarred from forming an 
alliance of minority co-operative societies under their own 
management. —  y  —
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA

NEW  LOANS TO DEFRAY EXPENSES OF HOME DEFENCE
AND INVESTMENTS

M. Kalfus, who had been left out of the Cabinet when it was 
reconstructed in July last, has again been appointed Minister of 
Finance. He is faced with the task of eliminating, or cutting down 
to its minimum, the deficit of the State Budget. The deficit, even 
now after the Parliamentary Committee has reduced or cut down 
numerous items in the Budget, is still estimated at 1300 million 
crowns in the Budget Estimates for the year 1938.

On October 5th the "Slovak" wrote that an artificial measure 
has been invented for the elimination of the deficit by preparing 
two budgets: a regular budget and an extraordinary one. The 
regular budget, which would contain only the expenses and re
venues of the State, would show a normal balance. The other 
—  extraordinary —  budget would contain the expenses of home 
defence and various investments. It is suggested that the deficit 
of this extraordinary budget will be covered by new loans.

—  y —

EXPORTS ON THE DECLINE

The records published by the Czechoslovak Statistical Bureau 
on October 14th show that from August to September Czecho
slovakia’s exports decreased by 45 million Czech crowns, while 
her imports show a decrease of 52 millions. In a report published 
the same day, the Association of Manufacturers in Czecho
slovakia stated that this decrease was due to the Government 
having increased taxes in order to cover the deficit of the State, 
while private enterprises were being charged with the task of 
covering the deficit in the budgets of State undertakings and the 
State Railways. —  y  —
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THE BALANCE OF CZECHO-FRENCH TRADE RELATIONS 
IS BECOMING MORE AND MORE PASSIVE

Dealing with the question of Czecho-French trade relations, 
the "Ceske Slovo”, a daily paper published in Prague, states 
(on Oct. 5th) the following: “W e do not ask any special favour 
from France; we merely ask to be treated at least in the same 
way as Austria, Hungary and Germany, whose trade relations 
with France —  during the same period of this year —  show a 
remarkable active balance,”

The amount of the passive balance between France and 
Czecho-Slovakia is estimated by French sources at 31 million 
Francs, while the Czechoslovak records put it at 75 million 
Francs. This amount is remarkably higher than last year, when 
it was only 23.31 million Francs. -— y  —

RUTHENIA’S LARGEST CITY —  THREATENED 
BY BANKRUPTCY

The city of Munkacs has incurred a deficit amounting to 
two million Czech Crowns, for which there are no special funds 
available, private firms having seized even the super-taxes which 
had been levied by the municipal authorities. In order to pay 
her employees the city had to raise an advance of 100.000 Crowns 
from private firms on the purchase price of 26 acres of her own 
forest property. No further sources being available for ad
ditional loans, the city is now faced with the danger of bank
ruptcy. —  y  —

INCREASE OF POPULATION IN CZECHO-SLOVAKIA THE 
SMALLEST IN EUROPE

According to official statistics the proportion of births in 
Czecho-Slovakia in 1932 was 16.8 to every 1000 inhabitants; that 
of deaths 13.5, making the natural increase 3.3 per 1000. In 1933 
this proportion fell to 2.2 per 1000. It was the same in 1934. 
1935 showed a further decrease, so that the ratio that year was 
only 0.9 per 1000. This ratio in 1936 fell to 0.7. In other words, 
the natural increase of the population in Czecho-Slovakia in 1932 
was 23.682; but in 1936 it was only 5082, or 18.602 less than four 
years previously.

By 1933 already the natural increase of the population was 
smaller in Czecho-Slovakia than in any other European country, 
for compared with Czecho-Slovakia's 2.2 per 100 inhabitants 
Germany's statistics showed 3.5, Hungary’s 6.9, Italy's 10, 
Poland's 12.3 and Soviet Russia's 25. Writing of this matter the

57



D A N U B IA N  R E V IE W

“Narodny Politika” points out the lamentable fact that apart from 
the decrease in the birth-rate the high percentage of deaths among 
infants under one year of age is a great national disaster.

In Czecho-Slovakia the ratio of deaths among infants under 
one year of age is 1 in 10, while in Germany it is only 1 in 
25. If the present declining tendency in the number of births 
and the high percentage of infant mortality continue, the popula
tion of Czecho-Slovakia —  says the “Narodny Politika” —  will 
begin to dwindle away. —  y  —

HUNGARY

HUNGARIAN AGRARIAN EXPORTS IN TWELVE MONTHS 
INCREASE BY 84 MILLIONS

The economic year which has just closed (July 1st., 1936, —  
June 30th., 1937) shows a noteworthy advance in the value of 
Hungarian agrarian exports. For during the twelve months in 
question the value of our agrarian produce and other agrarian 
articles exported to foreign countries advanced to the amount of 
403.3 million pengo —  an amount exceeding that of the value of 
our exports of a similar nature exported during the previous 
economic year by roughly 84 million pengo (more than 25%). 
Quantitatively the results shown by our agrarian export trade 
were even more favourable than the value of the same might lead 
us to suppose.

The increase in the value o f our agrarian exports (83.6 
million pengo) was due primarily to the enormous advance (84.0 
million pengo) in the value o f the cereals exported . In general 
the fact may be established that there was an advance in the 
exports of produce (vegetable products), whereas there was a 
decline, as compared with the previous year, in the volume of 
our exports of live stock and of victuals of animal origin (with 
the exception of horned cattle and butter).

The rise in the price o f the wheat exported  showed an advance 
of som e 7 million pengo as com pared with the price ruling in the 
previous year. The abundant yield of maize obtained in 1936 
(25.9 million metric quintals, as against 14.2 million quintals in 
1935) enabled us to export on a large scale; whereas in the pre
vious year the crop proved insufficient to supply even the in
land demand and we were compelled actually to import. The 
aggregate value of our exports of seeds, fruit, vegetables and
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potatoes showed an increase of some 200 million pengo as com
pared with the previous year.

The leading role previously played by Germany among the 
customers purchasing our agrarian products during the economic 
year just past declined in importance. This was due to the 
change in the composition of the agrarian exports of our country, 
wheat and other cereals —  i. e. articles which could be marketed 
on much more favourable terms in other countries —  represented 
a much larger proportion of our aggregate agrarian exports than 
previously.

Nevertheless Germany continued to be the leading market 
for our agrarian products, having taken over more than one- 
quarter of the surpluses available for export. Germany and 
Austria combined purchased roughly one half, and Germany, 
Austria and Italy combined more than two-thirds of our sur
plus agrarian products.

These three countries are followed in order of importance 
by three more distant markets: —  Switzerland, Great Britain and 
the United States of North America, Czecho-Slovakia, which was 
once our second most important customer, having been relegated 
to seventh place on the list. The other foreign markets of im
portance as purchasers of Hungarian agrarian products were 
Greece, Belgium and France.

EXPORT BALANCE: 88.2 MILLION PENGOES MORE 
IN NINE MONTHS

In the first nine months of the year 1937 the value of Hun
gary’s imports amounted to 344 million Pengoes, as against 432 
millions realized by her export trade. The excess of exports from 
January till September 1936 amounted to 38.3 million Pengoes: 
it has now risen to 88.2 millions.

In the first nine months of this year Hungary imported more 
raw hide, raw metal, timber and wood, and cellulose; the import 
of raw cotton, worsted cotton, cotton thread, and maize, on the 
other hand, shows a decrease.

The increase o f exports  is the following articles: rye
794.381 q (to Austria), maize 713.228 q (to Germany), cattle 
(70.091 q to Italy and 3.121 q to Germany), feathers 17.986 q 
(to Germany).

The total amount relized by exports from January to Sept
ember was 776.2 millions, as against 681.9 millions last year. This 
corresponds to an increase by 94.1 million Pengoes, i. e, 12.1%.
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The increase of imports during the same period amounted to 
22.2 millions, i. e. 7% ; the increase of exports, compared to the 
same period last year, came to 72.4 million Pengoes, i. e. 20.1%.

—  y —

THE FAVOURABLE DEVELOPMENT OF MANUFACTURING
INDUSTRY

Hungary’s manufacturing industry shows a steady develop
ment; the statistical records concerning the industrial production 
of 1936 prove that the development of Hungary’s manufacturing 
industry was more favourable than in the previous year. The 
value of production was increased by 353.5 million Pengoes, 
whereby the total value o f industrial production has reached the 
amount of 2.600 million Pengoes. The rate of increase for the 
year 1936 represents 16.1%; thus the rate of improvement, with 
12.6%, stands high above the records for the previous year.

The most remarkable improvement was shown in the iron- 
avid machine industry; manufacturing industry alone shows an 
increase of the value of production by 135.1 million Pengoes, 
which is 38.1% of the total of industrial production. The textile  
industries and the provisions and luxury trade have also largely 
contributed towards this improvement of production (with an 
increase by 64.5 millions and 56.3 millions respectively). The 
statistical records for the year 1937 also show a continuous in
crease of production, so that the systematic improvement of 
Hungary's manufacturing industry may be considered as an 
established fact. —  y  —

HUNGARIAN LUXURY SHOES ACQUIRE 
INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE

During recent years the Hungarian shoe industry has been 
operating under auspicious circumstances. There has been a 
constant decrease of imports. Last year altogether only 10,000 
pairs of shoes were imported, the same having almost exclusively 
come from  Germany. On the other hand we exported  180,000 
pairs o f shoes, the m ajority  of these exports being supplied to 
G reat Britain. Very considerable, however, is the volume of our 
exports under this head (17,000 pairs) to the United States of 
North America.

The biggest item in our shoe exports is that of luxury shoes, 
that article having in recent years acquired a veritable inter
national importance.
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HUNGARIAN CATTLE-BREEDING: SUCCESS AT THE 
CATTLE SHOW IN BRAZIL

This year, for the first time, Hungary was represented at 
the Sao Paulo Cattle Show. The Hungarian section was a great 
success. In his opening address S. Odilon Braga, Brazilian Min
ister of Agriculture, spoke with warm appreciation of Hungarian 
cattle-breeding.

“It is a great pleasure for me” —  he said —  “to see Hungary 
represented for the first time at the Brazilian National Cattle 
Show. The Hungarian exhibition is splendid proof of the ex
tremely high level of cattle-breeding in Hungary. While ex
pressing my thanks for the valuable co-operation of the Hun
garian colony and its labours to promote economic development 
in Brazil, I take this opportunity of extending to that colony a 
sincere welcome. I hope the diligent work of the Hungarians in 
Brazil will be richly crowned with success.”

The “Gazetta", a Sao Paulo daily, writing of the Cattle 
Show, devoted a lengthy article to Hungary, declaring that the 
Hungarians were one of the most charming races in Europe. The 
newspaper enumerated the severe losses sustained by Hungary 
in consequence of the Trianon Treaty, laying particular stress 
on the fact that 3.328,360 Hungarians had been torn away from 
the mother-country. It was also pointed out that in cattle- 
breeding Hungary was one of the foremost countries in the 
world. The highly developed system of co-operative societies in 
Hungary was also warmly praised. —  y  —

RUMANIA

FINANCIAL POSITION OF BUCHAREST CRITICAL

An article under this heading appeared in the September 
30th issue of the “ Curentul” . According to this article the 
financial crisis now weighing on Bucharest is the result of the 
control of the city having been guided by party motives. For it 
appears that during the past ten years the M ayors of Bucharest 
belonging to various political parties spent altogether two 
thousand million lei more than the amount obtained during that 
period in lieu of revenue. They spent every penny even of loans 
in respect of which no formal contracts were concluded,
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NATIONALIZATION OF THE DICSOSZENTMARTON  
NITROGEN FACTORY

The nitrogen factory at Dicsoszentmarton, which was one 
of the biggest economic concerns in Transylvania, passed shortly 
into the hands of the State represented by the ‘‘Mica” mining 
interests. This transaction was soon followed by a nationalization 
of the factory hands and employees. Minority officials and skilled 
workmen of minority extraction were for the greater part dis
missed and notice has been given to most of the members of the 
management and the official staff,

YUGOSLAVIA
COMPLAINTS AGAINST CZECHOSLOVAKIA'S  

FAVOURIZATION OF RUMANIA

Czecho-Slovakia's quota of pigs to be imported from Yugo
slavia and Rumania this year was 40.000 from each country, and 
promises were given that importation would always be pro
portionately divided between them. Contrary to this Czecho
slovakia, for a long time imported a larger number of pigs from 
Rumania than from Yugoslavia. From June till August Rumania 
exported 14.000 pigs more to Czecho-Slovakia than did Yugoslavia. 
In October Rumania received permission to send almost twice as 
many to the Republic as Yugoslavia (“Jugoslovenski Lloyd”, 1937, 
October 14).

D ATA CONCERNING THE DISTRIBUTION OF LAND

The Yugoslav Alliance of Hygienic Societies arranged a 
hygienic and economic exhibition in Belgrade in October. Amongst 
other things the exhibition presented a picture of the country's 
economic situation in the following interesting data which are 
little known abroad. In Yugoslavia 12 of the 15 million in
habitants are engaged in agricultural pursuits. Only 30% of the 
area of the country is ploughed land, the rest consists of meadow- 
lands, forests, marshes and barren hilly ground. 51% of the arable 
land is in the possession of 5% of the agricultural population.
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69% of the total population possess estates less than 4 hectares 
in extent, on which estates, on an average, 5 people live, 20% of 
the village population have neither land nor other real estate and 
earn their living either as agricultural hands or day labourers, 
57% of the owners of land cannot produce enough on their own 
farms to provide for their families. On a general average the 
income of peasantry per annum is not more than 600 dinars per 
head.
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FOOTBALL
Fierce matches have been fought on the football grounds 

of Central Europe in the last few weeks, for the possession of 
two football prizes of classical value. The fate of one of these, 
that of the Central European Cup, has already been decided, 
while the competition for the European Cup is still going on.

The Central European Cup is decided every year between 
the teams of Austria, Italy, Switzerland, Czecho-Slovakia, Ru
mania, Yugoslavia and Hungary, The two best club teams from 
each country —  except Rumania and Yugoslavia —  play two 
matches against each other on the principle of elimination, the 
result being decided by the total of goals. The final contest 
this year was fought between Italy and Hungary, their repre
sentative teams being the “Lazio” of Rome and the “Ferencvaros" 
from Budapest. Their first match was fought in Budapest and 
resulted in the victory of the “Ferencvaros” by 4 : 2 ;  the “Lazio” 
was most enthusiastic in its preparations for the revenge, but the 
Hungarian team was, again, superior to its opponent and defeated 
it a second time in its own home, the result now being 5 : 4. The 
"Central European Cup” for this year was thus won by Hun
gary's team, the "Ferencvaros”, which has brought home with 
it the most valuable football trophy on the Continent.

ATHLETICS
Another great victory was won by Hungary's athletic team 

in the Central European tournaments. This contest is being fought 
on the same principle, with the difference that it is attended 
by select teams from the countries concerned. The Hungarian team 
defeated its opponent, the Austrian team, by 2 : 1 .  This result 
is all the more significant, as the previous contest, in Budapest, 
was also won by Hungary, by 5 : 3 .  The positions in the contest 
for the European Cup are now as follows: 1. Hungary, 2. Italy, 
3. Austria, 4. Czecho-Slovakia, 5. Switzerland. The final result 
will be decided after the contest has been ended. —  y  —
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