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The international political situation still shows a pre
ponderance of dark colours. And what are those 
peoples of Europe doing whose intelligence, culture 

and technical ability have so far enabled them to exercise a 
hegemony over all parts of the globe? They are staring at 
one another in a spirit of mutual jealousy and a desire for 
power; they are arming at a speed and on a scale that can 
only be described as mad; they are enhancing the war 
tension prevailing among them by means of collective treaties 
concluded in the name of peace, — doing so at a time when 
the self-consciousness of the coloured races and their belief 
in their historical mission is continually on the increase and 
is preparing to carry into effect a pan-Asiatic programme, 
— when Japan, after conquering without effort or serious 
sacrifice many million square miles of territory, is preparing 
to lay hands on the islands of the Pacific, — when Ghandi's 
brilliant genius is resting only to gather strength for the 
final struggle, — when the soul of Islam is being fired by the 
ideals of pan-Arabianism, — when the pan-Slav bolshevism 
of Eurasia is undermining the whole world, having wormed 
its way into one half of the Spanish peninsula and being 
engaged in gradually eroding the social foundations of 
France, — and when the expansive force of misery and 
want is everywhere threatening to bring about an upheaval 
and the peoples of Europe are living in constant and ever
lasting fear of the consequences.
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The War indeed left one illusion alive, — the belief in 
the League of Nations, which was expected to prevent any 
outbreak of war. Since then this illusion too has been 
scattered to the winds: despite the Disarmament Conference 
held under the auspices of the League and despite its pro
tests new wars have broken out: and the authority of the 
League was finally shattered and destroyed by the fiasco 
of the economic retaliatory measures taken by it. Not long 
before his death even Sir Austen Chamberlain, a devoted 
adherent of the League, was driven to resignedly establish 
the fact that this international forum was anything but a 
firm guarantee of peace. "It is compelled to renounce its 
more daring hopes, because it does not possess the requisite 
means.”

Under such conditions we may well ask as to the relation 
between this dark international situation and the Danube 
Valley, the political groundwork of which was for a thousand 
years supplied primarily by the Hungarian people? Since 
the conclusion of the treaties of peace following the Great 
War the Danube Valley has been split up both politically 
and economically and as a consequence has been left behind 
in the world economic competition, becoming impoverished 
and indebted and showing a continuous decline. The big unit 
known as the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy was dismembered; 
but the small national States established in its place are 
quite unable on the basis of the nationality principle to 
perform important historical missions either of a political or 
of an economic character. The political principle underlying 
the treaties of peace was to liberate the several territories 
on a national basis and annex them to those of the sister 
nations. But, in defiance of the much-vaunted fundamental 
principle of national self-determination, the body of the 
Hungarian nation was vivisected and dismembered, millions 
of Hungarians being subjected to foreign rule — a million 
and a half in compact blocks along the arbitrary and 
artificial new frontiers foisted on Hungary, and in addition, 
in scattered masses in the more distant territories, another 
two millions. This cruelly dismembered country has still to 
face a whole group of hostile States. The members of this 
latter group were enabled, by the one-sided decision of the
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Peace Conference to acquire as much territory as they 
wished, in defiance of ethnographical frontiers. This state 
of things was brought into being by one-sided armed force 
and is still being maintained by military power. The peace 
existing today is merely the direct continuation and per
petuation of the state of war, —  a peace which causes us 
just as much suffering as war. This peace is the cause and 
source of the tension and state of fever from which the 
Danube Basin is suffering today.

The victorious Powers which dictated the peace treaties 
have long been resorting to the political trick of endeavouring 
— once the spirit of vindictiveness and the intoxication of 
victory was exhausted — to win the sympathies of the 
vanquished by concessions and to secure peace by goodwill. 
But what have our neighbours, the Little Entente States 
which have appropriated the fruit of a victory won by others, 
been doing? Apart from exploiting immeasurably at our 
expense the unique political conjuncture when determining 
the conditions of the treaties of peace, they have for almost 
two decenniums been endeavouring to make further capital 
out of our misfortune, treating us everlastingly with an air 
of superiority and indeed threatening us, uniting against us 
in a political, military and economic alliance, refusing to 
respect even the slight rights guaranteed us in the treaties 
of peace (especially in respect of the Hungarian minorities 
severed from their mother country), and indeed deliberately 
flouting and confiscating those rights. They have augmented 
their military preparedness to an alarming extent, though 
Hungary's military equality is still taboo. This intolerable 
state of affairs is a contravention of Article 8 of the Covenant 
of the League of Nations, which stipulates general disarma
ment; and it runs counter also to the principle of equality 
as between the Member States. A  continuation of the present 
state of affairs is a menace to the safety of our country, — 
a safety to which we are just as entitled as any other nation. 
The military superiority of the Little Entente States is a 
constant stimulus to them to interfere in the internal affairs 
of Hungary and to attempt to terrorise her in advance.

The treaties of peace made the protection of the 
minorities a sine qua non of their territorial expansion.
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According to Wilson "it was only in return for the signature 
of the minority treaties that the new States received new 
territories” . Thus, the non-observance of the minority treaties 
makes even the right to the territories questionable. That is 
why the treaties of peace stipulated that the provisions of 
those treaties relating to minorities should be ,,recognised 
as fundamental laws” and should be codified as such by the 
States benefiting territorially.

And now, when I inquire into the manner in which the 
Succession States have fulfilled the obligations contained in 
international treaties in their treatment of the Hungarian 
minorities, I am not in the very least inspired by any desire 
to interfere in the internal affairs of the neighbouring States. 
For it is evident that what we are speaking of now, is not 
the internal affairs of these States, but the question of the 
observance of their international treaties, — a common 
concern of all Europeans alike, particularly when we 
remember the menacingly stern solemnity with which these 
States themselves stress the "sanctity of international 
treaties” when opposing our revisionist endeavours. These 
treaties are "sacred and inviolable” when their provisions 
are in favour of those States; but an infraction of the treaties 
is easily and lightly committed when it is a question of the 
obligations referring to the protection of minority rights.

How have our neighbours fulfilled these obligations? 
Let us take Rumania first. She failed to incorporate in the 
new Constitution framed in 1925 the provisions of the 
minority treaty, on the plea that these questions would in 
any case be adjusted by her in a separate law to be drafted 
later. But that separate law has never been drafted either. 
On the contrary: Rumania has passed a whole series of laws 
seriously contravening the minority treaty, — e. g. the 
Nationality A ct of 1924, the Administration A ct of 1929, 
§ §  76 and 198 of which contain differentiations in respect 
of the right of representation of the minority churches, the 
Agrarian Reform A cts which are so flagrant a breach of the 
right of ownership, the Elementary Education A ct of 1924, 
which evades the obligation of allowing minorities instruction 
in their own languages and in § 159 establishes the so-called
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"culture zone” for the purpose of rumanianising the minority 
pupils.

The Transylvanian Agrarian Reform practically extirpated 
the landowning class of Hungarian (political) nationality, 
reducing the Hungarian landowners who had remained in 
that province also to poverty. The private property of 
corporations Rumania successively declared to be State 
property. That is what has been done with the property of 
the landowning corporation of Csik, with the assets of the 
Kolozsvar National Theatre, the Teachers' Home and 
numerous other endowments, with the estates of the Roman 
Catholic clergy (altogether 23,387 yokes), with the school- 
buildings of the Piarist, Minorite and Premonstratensian 
Orders, with the estates of the Transylvanian Reformed 
Church (24,563 yokes) and with the estate (1400 yokes) 
belonging to the Unitarian Church which had provided for 
the maintenance of 200 Unitarian secondary-school pupils.

Even this is not enough to satisfy the infatuated hatred 
of the Rumanian extremists. A  striking illustration of this 
circumstance is the Bill presented by Oetavian Goga, which 
has for its object the expropriation of the estates of all 
non-Rumanian landowners. The said Bill proposes that the 
State should declare as unconditionally liable to expropria
tion all estates of more than 25 yokes in area situated within 
a frontier zone of 100 kilometres which are in the hands of 
non-Rumanian owners, paying for the same in bonds. But 
even that is not sufficient to satisfy the extremists. The Bill 
is to authorise the State to purchase at the current market 
prices all estates exceeding 50 yokes in area which are in 
the hands of Rumanian nationals of other than Rumanian 
race, no matter in which part of the country they may be 
situated. Should this Bill or any other Bill of similar tenor 
become law, such a procedure would involve, not merely an 
insolent flouting of European legal order and civilisation, 
but also a flagrant breach of Articles 2, 8 and 9 of the 
Minority Treaty and Articles 63 and 250 of the Treaty of 
Trianon.

Paragraph 2 of Article 2 of the Minority Treaty 
guarantees the free exercise of religion. This provision is 
flagrantly contravened by the Religion Act of 1928, which
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contains veritable police measures as against the minority 
churches, stipulating the right of control and of interference 
in the inner life of those churches, making the agenda of the 
church assemblies subject to restrictions and demanding or 
rather requiring the approval of the State in respect of their 
internal affairs.

Particularly grievous in respect of the vital rights 
guaranteed under the Paris Minority Treaty are the injuries 
resulting from the non-recognition of civic rights. Articles 
3 seq. of the Minority Treaty granted the rights of citizenship 
to all persons who at the time when that treaty was put 
into force resided within the territory of Rumania — i. e. 
also within the territories transferred to Rumania. As against 
this, however, the Rumanian Nationality Act of 1924 made 
the rights of citizenship dependent upon the rights of 
domicile (pertinenza) in force on November 18th., 1918, 
stipulating in addition formalities of an exceptionally severe 
character which very frequently could not be complied with 
at all. Consequently, despite the provisions of the Minority 
Treaty, there are still tens of thousands of Hungarians not 
possessing rights of citizenship as Rumanian nationals. Of 
the 88,000 inhabitants of Nagyvarad, for instance, 32,000 
have not yet been entered in the register of Rumanian 
nationals. This deliberately provoked lack of order has for 
its object the intimidation of the minorities, whom it deprives 
of their vital conditions of subsistence: minority inhabitants 
of the kind are not given passports and may with impunity 
be dismissed from office or expelled the country etc. But 
even if they are definitively entered in the register of 
Rumanian citizens, this procedure may be — and frequently 
is — invalidated by the authorities. In many cases Hungarians 
who had been born in Transylvania and had always lived 
there, being also owners of houses or other real estate, have 
been simply deported and their families too.

Article 8 of the Minority Treaty provides for equality 
of civil and political rights. As against this provision, how

ever, the Rumanian Government has consistently refused to 
permit the assertion of the majority principle in favour ot 
Hungarians in the towns and villages with a Hungarian 
majority. In Szeklerland, for instance, this pure Hungarian
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(Magyar) region, there is not a single Hungarian mayor. 
Even where the Hungarians form an overwhelming majority, 
the Government forces the municipal, county and parish 
councils to accept Rumanian majorities. The Hungarian 
public servants taken over into its service when the new 
territories were annexed are driven from their posts by 
repeated language tests and are dismissed from their posts 
in large numbers. Even physical workers — scavengers and 
charwomen too — are required to pass language tests. The 
Hungarians (Magyars) are being driven from the educated 
professions and indeed from the employment of private 
enterprise too. Only the other day the Bucharest Chamber 
of Advocates declared that it would admit to membership 
of the Chamber only advocates of Rumanian origin. The 
Labour Protection Act now being drafted is to require that 
all industrial, commercial and financial undertakings shall 
employ 75°/o of employees of Rumanian origin. In Rumania, 
then, "protection of labour” will in the future mean that the 
public law of the country will wrest their tools from the 
hands of millions of citizens simply because they are not 
Rumanians by birth, will drive them from their machines 
or their desks and will thrust them into the streets and 
deprive them of the means of earning a living.

The Rumanian State systematically and consistently 
infringes Articles 9— 10 of the Paris Minority Treaty, which 
guarantee the right of minorities to establish schools and to 
be instructed in their own languages, thereby using every 
effort to forcibly rumanianise the minorities. It has established 
State schools using Rumanian as the language of instruction 
in Szeklerland, a region inhabited exclusively by Hungarians 
(Magyars), appointing to those schools Rumanian teachers 
who have no knowledge of Hungarian; by means of "name- 
analysis" and by the infliction of school fines it compels the 
Hungarian pupils to leave the Hungarian denominational 
schools and attend State schools, the object being to deprive 
them forcibly of their nationality. The right of parents to 
freely choose schools is made impossible. The building and 
maintenance costs of the Rumanian State schools are made 
a charge on the inhabitants belonging to the Hungarian 
minority, that minority being thus forced to pay double
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school rates. According to the latest statistics, in 49 towns 
in Transylvania, in which the proportion of Hungarians is 
64%, the numBer of pupils of schooling age having in the 
school-year 1932/33 been 67,965, only 16,123 children (24%) 
were able to attend denominational schools, the State having 
limited the number of pupils admissible to those schools to 
that extent. In the towns in question the other 52,000 
children of schooling age had at their disposal altogether 
only 11 State schools teaching Hungarian too. Thus, only 
27.5% of the total number of Hungarian children of schooling 
age were able to attend schools with Hungarian as the 
language of instruction, the remaining 72.5% (nearly 
50.000) either attending Rumanian schools or not going to 
school at all.

The Rumanian Government has inundated the Szekler 
counties with Rumanian State infant-schools established at 
the expense of the Hungarian villages in which infant 
mistresses not knowing any Hungarian subject the 
Hungarian infants to persecution. Today, for instance, in 
the County of Csik, 90% of the inhabitants of which are 
Hungarians, there are 63 Rumanian State infant-schools 
operating in 30 villages: yet in the said county there is not 
a single State elementary school with Hungarian as the 
language of instruction. The teaching of apprentices is done 
exclusively in Rumanian, though the mother tongue of 50% 
of the apprentices in Transylvania is Hungarian.

A  grave breach of the minority rights is the so-called 
“culture-zone" established under §. 159 of the Elementary 
Education Act in 9 counties inhabited by Hungarians 
(Magyars), the object of this measure being the rumanian- 
isation of the Szeklers. The Rumanian teachers from Old 
Rumania appointed to the elementary schools in these 
counties are granted premiums representing 50% of their 
salaries as a reward for their rumanianisation activities, and 
are promoted every 4 years (instead of every 5 years, that 
being the general rule), receiving from the State in addition 
a grant of 10 hectares of land each.

Under Article 10 of the Paris Minority Treaty the 
State is required to subsidise also the non-State schools. 
This obligation the Rumanian State has never attempted to
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fulfil. In 1914, in pre-War Hungary, the Hungarian 
Treasury remitted a total amount of 1,880.358 gold crowns 
to the denominational schools maintained by the Greek 
Catholic (Uniate) and Greek Oriental (Orthodox) Churches, 
— that amount being the equivalent of 68 million lei present 
value. During a period of 15 years the Rumanian State has 
granted altogether about 10 million lei to the Hungarian 
schools; but for years past it has not remitted for the 
purpose a single bani, whereas the Saxons are still in 
receipt of a regular annual State subsidy (5 million lei).

In Czecho-Slovakia too we see the Government pursu
ing a policy aiming at the destruction of the Hungarian 
(Magyar) minority which is a direct contravention of the 
Minority Treaty; only the means employed are not so 
brutally arbitrary. From the very outset the object in view 
has been to undermine the economic position of the 
Hungarians and to oust them from public life.

On the basis of the tendentiously arbitrary Census 
results the Magyars living in the towns of Pozsony and 
Kassa have been deprived of the right to use their language, 
their proportion of the populations of those towns having 
been by means of various artifical methods reduced to less 
than 20%. The local government of those villages which 
elect a representative assembly with a Magyar majority 
is suspended by the Czech Government, which then appoints 
a government commissioner with full powers to manage 
and direct the matters belonging to the sphere of authority 
of the autonomous assembly. Particularly injurious to the 
interests of the Hungarians is the Defence of the Republic 
Act. This Act has established a frontier zone which includes 
the whole area densely inhabited by Hungarians (Magyars), 
exceptional powers being vested in the military authorities 
in that zone. Persons described as “unreliable” may, for 
instance, be removed at a moment's notice from all plants 
situated in that zone. No real estate may be purchased in 
the said zone either by joint-stock companies or by any other 
fictitious persons without the previous approval of the 
military authorities. No buildings may be erected in the 
frontier zone without a permit from the military authorities. 
For the purpose of undermining the national feelings of the
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Hungarian masses living in the frontier zone the authorities 
exercise a special indulgence and tacitly tolerate the com
munistic agitation carried on in regions inhabited by 
Hungarians.

Czecho-Slovakia also shows a reluctance — despite the 
decided stipulations of the Minority Treaty — to adjust the 
question of citizenship. The object in view is to leave as 
many Hungarians as possible in suspense in that respect and 
to be able to expel them at any time. Many thousands of 
Hungarians who were in residence in Slovakia long before the 
change of rule have not yet been admitted to Czecho-Slovak 
citizeship and figure therefore as aliens. These persons are 
liable to military service and are required to behave as loyal 
citizens of the State; but they have no political rights and 
are subjected constantly to disadvantages owing to the 
question of their political nationality not having been settled.

The Hungarians are suffering grievous injuries due to 
the nonobservance of the treaties of peace in cultural mat
ters too. Of the 758 villages in Czecho-Slovakia in which ac
cording to the Czech Census there are more than 20% of 
Hungarians (Magyars), 96 have not yet any Hungarian 
elementary school at all. The number of Hungarian infant- 
schools is so small as not to count at all. The number of 
‘ ‘city schools", middle schools and other institutes of 
secondary education with Hungarian as the language of in
struction is materially less than that of the educational in
stitutes of the kind to which the relative proportion of the 
Hungarians would entitle them. There is no Hungarian higher 
education institute at all; and the Chair of Hungarian in the 
Pozsony University has been vacant for years. The training 
of Hungarian teachers is quite out of proportion to the needs 
of the Hungarian elementary schools.

In Slovakia and Ruthenia the authorities have not yet 
put into force the Act of 1920 relating to the establishment 
of school-boards, though under that Act the Germans living 
in the historical provinces have acquired a considerable 
influence in the matter of the organisation and management of 
schools. In the territories severed from Hungary school mat
ters are settled centralistically by the Prague Government — 
which employs its own organs for the purpose — without the
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inhabitants having any opportunity to exert an influence. The 
Germans are treated by the Government quite differently in 
the matter of rights; it allows them influence in school mat
ters, because they have behind them the might of a powerful 
empire. Premier Hodza himself — who in theory at least 
shows greater goodwill than his predecessors — admitted in 
a speech made by him last March that “the public administra
tion has not allowed the Hungarians things that have been 
granted to the Germans; but the adjustment of this question 
is under way” . M. Hodza admitted further that so far there 
had not been any appointment of public employees on the 
basis of numerical proportion: he thought it necessary that 
an advance should be made in the direction of a 
nationality key.

One of the most serious cultural grievances of the 
Hungarians is that the Czech State shuts them off entirely 
from the intellectual life of Hungary. For it has been 
declared an offence liable to punishment under the penal 
code to import for private use of even a single copy of any 
printed work originating from Hungary the circulation of 
which has not been permitted by the Censor Commission of 
the Pozsony police. We have been trying in vain for fifteen 
years to secure a favourable solution of this question — in 
respect of the other Succession States too —  by appeal to 
such international forums as the Commission de Co-operation 
lntellectuelle, all our efforts to break down this monstrous 
barrier to freedom of thought having proved of no avail.

The Czech Government is making it a more and more 
general usage that the economic welfare of individual citizens 
should be dependent on. its favour; that measure being 
primarily anti-minority in tendency. An interesting illustra
tion of how measures which on the surface appear perfectly 
harmless and opportune can be made the means of disguis
ing and asserting anti-minority tendencies, is the law 
recently passed in re obligatory acceptance of the mediation 
of labour exchanges; employers being allowed to employ 
only such persons as are supplied to them by the official 
labour agencies. In practice this means that no newspaper 
undertaking is entitled to select its correspondents etc. and 
no parents to select governesses for their children, while on
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the other hand workers belonging to the minorities are less 
likely to have work given them.

There is a law in force in Czecho-Slovakia which 
provides that Government shall be entitled to dissolve all 
political parties which it does not approve of and to suspend 
the activity of all those associations in the management of 
which leading roles are played by the leaders of the parties 
thus dissolved.

Yugoslavia has gone farther still. Article 13 of the 1931 
Constitution expressly forbids political parties to be 
established or organised on a religious, ethnical or regional 
basis. For that reason the Hungarian (Magyar) minority 
cannot organise except within the frame of general national 
parties, and are not represented individually. Yet according 
to the statistics for the year 1921 the Hungarians are an 
absolute majority in two towns (Zenta, Okanizsa) and in 
four hundred villages, so that 5—6 Hungarian Deputies would 
be entitled to sit in the Skupshtina. And there is not a single 
Hungarian Senator. The representative assemblies of the 
towns are formed by appointment, the Hungarians being 
passed over in a most striking manner also in the villages 
with predominantly Hungarian populations. The proportion 
of Hungarians (Magyars) in the Danube Banate is 18°/o; but 
the Banate Council has only 2 Hungarian Members. In the 
tax assessment and appeal commissions the Hungarians are 
either not represented at all or are allowed — as a matter of 
form —  one or two insignificant representatives. No 
Hungarian (Magyar) is employed as a public servant; while 
in the legal, medical, commercial and industrial Chambers 
the committees and the management include only very 
rarely a few Hungarians.

In cultural matters the Hungarians here too suffer in
juries similar to those already described in connection 
with the other Succession States. The provision contained 
in § 45 of the 1929 Elementary Education Act which deals 
with the establishment of minority sections in the public 
elementary schools and with the teaching in the same of the 
mother tongues of the minorities, has not yet been carried 
into effect. There is not a single elementary school section 
with Hungarian as language of instruction for the benefit
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of the children of the Hungarians — some 90,000 — 
living in the territory of the Drave-Save and Drina 
Banate. The Hungarians are not allowed to establish 
private schools; whereas in 1931 the Germans were 
permitted to organise a teachers training college and 2 
private “city schools ’. In 1920 the private schools belong
ing to non-Yugoslav nationals (including 686 Hungarian 
schools) were nationalised; but those maintained by persons 
whose mother tongue was the State language were left 
untouched. Here too we find the ruthless injustice of forc
ing children by the aid of “name-analysis" to attend Serbian 
schools.

The tendentious measures instituted by the Yugoslav 
Government in the economic field are exceptionally oppres
sive to the Hungarians. The State bonds destined to serve as 
some sort of compensation to landowners for estates 
sequestered under the agrarian reform scheme have not yet 
been issued, though the relevant Act provided that the issue 
was under no circumstances to be delayed beyond the month 
of September, 1933.

For the harvesting, seasonal works and public works 
to be effected in the Voivodina region workers are imported 
from other districts, the local Hungarian labourers being 
simply ignored. Now and again the managements of 
undertakings and plants are called upon to dismiss those of 
their employees who — though Yugoslav nationals — are 
Hungarians (Magyars) by race, and to replace them with 
workers of Southern Slav race. Here too there is a frontier 
zone of 50 kilometres in which no transfer of property is 
allowed to be entered in the land register unless the 
purchaser can produce evidence of his being of Slav origin.

The Stoyadinovitch Cabinet now in office has shown 
more indulgence towards the minorities than its predecessors. 
The Hungarians have more freedom of movement; the 
authorities are more liberal in the matter of passports; the 
press is now allowed actually to stress the demands of the 
minorities; cultural associations may also be established, 
though of the 21 Hungarian cultural societies established only 
one has had its statutes approved. Nor indeed has the system 
of “name-analysis" been abolished.
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The three neighbouring States, in dealing with whose 
minority policy I have spoken only of a few of the most 
crying grievances, during the period that has elapsed since 
the Great War — almost two decades — have behaved as 
if they had every reason to treat us with blind hatred owing 
to the Treaty of Trianon, — for all the world as if WE had 
taken away THEIR land. When — in the spring of 1933 — 
the scheme for* an agreement between the Great Powers 
drafted by Mr. MacDonald and Signor Mussolini broached 
the question of revision too, the neighbouring States at once 
united in an international union; its object being to enable 
"these three States to organise peace in Central and Eastern 
Europe". What did they mean by peace? A  continuation of 
the campaign of brute force against Hungary.
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