
H O W  M I N O R I T I E S  LIV E

QUESTION IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS IN RE THE 
HUNGARIAN MINORITIES

On Wednesday, June 17th, Major Procter, M. P., asked the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs "whether, in view of the 
fact that Great Britain is a party to the Treaty of Trianon and 
the Minority Treaty, he can give an assurance that all possible 
steps are taken by him to ensure that the Hungarian minorities in 
Czechoslovakia, Jugoslavia, and Rumania are properly protected 
and accorded religious ant scholastic autonomy and equality of 
treatment which they are guaranteed by these treaties?"

Mr. Anthony Eden, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
gave the following answer: —

"The treaties in question provide that the minority stipula
tions constitute obligations of international concern and are 
placed under the guarantee of the League of Nations. His 
Majesty’s Government have always played and will continue to 
play their full part in the administration of these treaties"

CZECHO-SLOVAKIA

NOW THAT ALL THE HUNGARIAN STATUES HAVE BEEN 
KNOCKED DOWN, M. HOD2A TRIES TO REHABILITATE 

CZECHO-SLOVAKIA’S MINORITY POLICY
A  statue of Maurice Jokai, the world-famed Hungarian 

novelist, is being erected by his native town, Komarom, which 
though its inhabitants are true-born Hungarians, was detached 
from Hungary and handed over to Czecho-Slovakia by the Treaty 
of Trianon. The ceremony of laying the foundation stone took 
place on 20th June. M. Hodza, Prime Minister, was present and 
delivered a speech, in which, to describe Jokai's national unpre
judicedness, he cited the sentence in which the great writer com
pared Prague to a "great national museum".

M. Hodza is a good speaker, and we must admit that on 
this occasion his speech was very fine. Alas, however, the words 
of the Czecho-Slovak statesmen are usually diametrically 
opposed to their deeds. On the same day that M. Hodza, Prime
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Minister of Czecho-Slovakia, delivered this speech in Komarom, 
the following item of news appeared in the most important news
paper of the Hungarians in Czecho-Slovakia, the "Pragai Magyar 
Hirlap":

"The Hungarian names of the railway stations in the Csallo
koz and even the notices in Hungarian at the railway crossings 
have all disappeared. Now a new step has been made towards 
the long-promised "more ideal" language policy. The post offices 
in the Csallokoz have received new sign-boards without any Hun
garian inscriptions. The Hungarian of the Csallokoz who cannot 
read or write any other language will not be able to find his 
own post office. In Komarom, too, great indignation was caused 
by the fact that the receipts given by the municipal gasworks let 
to the South Slovak Electric Works are made out in one lan
guage, and that not Hungarian. The Hungarian citizens of Koma
rom will not be able to read their gas bills. Behold one weak's 
items on the balance of improvement in language policy!

These things alone do not permit us to consider the Czecho
slovak Premier's speech in Komarom a sign of a rapprochement 
towards the Hungarians, as it has been regarded by some im
portant foreign papers not well versed in Czecho-Slovak condi
tions. During the past nineteen years the Czecho-Slovak Republic 
has kept the Hungarians politically under a rule of gendarmes 
and police. In the field of culture, a veritable Chinese wall has 
been erected between them and Hungary. In economy, numerous 
sections of the Hungarian inhabitants have been ruined. The 
Hungarian language has been persecuted, and as the above shows, 
the campaign against it is still going on. The only reparation 
possible would be a redress of the Hungarian minority's com
plaints. A  few kind words from the Czecho-Slovak Premier 
in praise of a Hungarian writer who no longer has need of praise 
and a few thousand- Czecho-Slovak crowns contributed to the 
funds for his statue will not go far towards the desired end. Nor 
will this compensate for the fact that long before the foundation 
stone of Jokai's statue was laid, all the Hungarian statues of 
the greatest figures in Hungarian history, statues chiselled by 
the hands of master-sculptors, were allowed to be demolished 
without interference on the part of the Czecho-Slovak executive. 
Czech Sokolistes and Legionaries or even the masses were allowed 
to raise vandal hands against the monuments to the memory of 
Louis Kossuth, Francis Rakoczi and many other heroes of the 
struggle for national and religious liberty.

Those who are acquainted with the workings of Czecho-Slo
vak domestic policy are well aware that M. Hodza's speech 
in Komarom had a double purpose. The one was to win adherents 
to the so-called Hungarian department of the Czech Agrarian 
Party under his leadership, which for years has been vainly cast
ing its net to capture the Hungarian masses. The other was to
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induce foreign countries to believe that the Prague Government 
was contemplating a change of policy towards the Hungarian 
minority. Facts, however, have again, and immediately, given the 
lie to words. And this will not escape the attention of those 
foreign factors —  especially in England —  who with increasing 
emphasis are warning Czecho-Slovakia of the sins of omission 
and commission characterizing her minority policy. —  y —

SCOTUS VIATOR IS DISSATISFIED WITH THE NUMBER 
OF SLOVAK YOUTHS EMPLOYED IN THE CIVIL SERVICE 

AND PUBLIC OFFICES
In collaboration with several Czech cultural and social asso

ciations the Czech National Council arranged a series of cele
bration in the more important towns of Bohemia, Slovakia and 
Moravia to commemorate Scotus Viator's first visit to Slovakia 
thirty years ago. (Scotus Viator is Professor Seton Watson of 
the London University and the protagonist in England of the 
Czech cause.) Some months ago the Municipal Council of Ho- 
donin wrote to Scotus Viator, inviting him to Slovakia. Scotus 
Viator declined the invitation, nor, though it was repeated, did 
he go to Slovakia. Instead he addressed a letter in connection 
with the jubilee celebrations to the Czech National Council and 
the Jubilee Committee.

In that letter Scotus Viator amongst other things expressed 
his hope that in future a greater number of the Slovak youth 
would find employment in the civil service and public offices 
than hitherto. The Slovaks would not only be able to preserve 
their liberty, but would work to establish happy and friendly 
relations with the Hungarians and promote prosperity in the 
Danube Valley. —  y  —

LEGAL PROSECUTION OF MR. R. VOZARY UNDER THE 
NATIONAL DEFENCE ACT

We have already acquainted our readers with the case of 
Mr. Aladar R. Vozary, Hungarian member of the Provincial 
Assembly in Ruthenia. It will be remembered that Mr. Vozary 
had been called to order by Mr. Meznik, Deputy-Chairman of the 
Assembly, because he addressed the Assembly in Hungarian; 
Mr. Vozary, however, did not obey the Chairman's orders, where
upon he was told to leave the assembly hall with a police escort, 
who did not even allow him to attend the meeting from the public 
gallery. In addition to this the Police Court of Ungvar (Uzhorod) 
imposed a fine of 500 Czech Crown upon the Hungarian delegate 
for breach of peace. Following the appeal of Mr. Endre Korlath, 
member of the Czechoslovak Parliament, the decision of the
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Police Court was annulled by the Provincial Office at Ungvar 
(Uzhorod); the Police, on the other hand, instantly denounced 
Mr. Vozary under the National Defence Act. Thereupon he was 
summoned to the District Court at Munkacs (Mukacevo), where 
they informed him that a legal action had been opened against 
him under Art. 14, § 1. and 5. of the National Defence Act.

Art. 14, § 1 concerns such an individual who "in public, or 
in the presence of more persons, speaks against the State, or 
provokes other persons against the State, because of its origin, 
or against the independence, the constitutional unity of the State, 
or its democratic-republican form of government". § 5. refers 
to such an individual who "publicly, and in a rude or provoking 
manner, defames the Republic, the Nation or the national mi
nority so that it may possibly impair the authority of the 
Republic or imperil its public peace and its international 
relations".

W e are anxious to know whether any Court of Justice in 
Czechoslovakia will actually bring a verdict against Mr. Vozary 
under the National Defence Act, since his insistence upon the 
use of Hungarian may not be qualified either as a provocation 
against the Czechoslovak State or as a defamation of the Czech 
Nation or the Republic. —  y  —

FAILURE OF MINORITY EDUCATION AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN RUMANIA AND YUGOSLAVIA

On March 10, 1933, an educational agreement was concluded 
between Rumania and Yugoslavia with regard to their respective 
schools in the Banate. In Art. 2. it was provided that in the 
Rumanian schools of the Yugoslav Banate, and in the Serbo- 
Croatian schools of the Rumanian Banate respectively, the lan
guage of instruction should be Rumanian and Serbo-Croatian 
respectively. From the third class on the language of the 
respective State should also be taught during six hours a week; 
3 more hours would be allotted for the teaching of Rumanian 
and Yugoslav history and geography respectively.

It is now reported in the Rumanian papers that the Minister 
of Education has ordered the immediate introduction of the 
Rumanian language in the V., VI. and VII. classes of the Serb 
schools in Rumania. Serbian and religion are the only subjects 
to be taught in Serb in these classes. The number of Serb con
fessional schools concerned is 54, comprising 95 departments, 
many of the teachers being Yugoslav nationals who were engaged 
under the educational agreement and have absolutely no know
ledge of Rumanian.

In reply to the inquiry of the Serb Greek Oriental Holy 
Synod the Rumanian Government gave a very interesting expla-
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nation: In the Rumanian schools of the Yugoslav Banate, it says, 
Rumanian was allowed to be taught in the V. and VI. classes. 
Consequently, the Rumanian Government had thought it fit, on 
the principle of reciprocity, to apply the same measures with 
regard to the V., VI., and VII. classes of the Serb schools in 
Rumania. The Serb consistory in Rumania immediately obeyed 
the orders of the Ministerial Ordinance, so that now, before the 
end of the school year, teaching in Rumanian has been Introduced 
in the upper classes of the Serb schools (Magyar Lapok, 
April 29). —  y  —

NEW ELECTION IN K ASSA: RESULTS BELY CENSUS
RECORDS

W e have already reported the dissolution of the Municipal 
Council of Kassa (Kosice) —  Slovakia's second largest town —  
by the Government, owing to the fact that it demanded the 
erection of a suitable building for the Hungarian classes of the 
grammar school in Kassa, in addition to the building which was 
proposed to be erected for the Slovak section. At the new muni
cipal elections, which took place on May 23, the majority of 
votes again fell to the Hungarian Party out of the 22 parties 
standing for the election. The number of votes given for the Hun
garian Party was 9.035 out 31.821; this result is all the more 
surprizing as it shows that 28.8%> of the population of Kassa has 
voted for the Hungarian Party, although the Czechoslovak census 
of 1930 gives the percentage of the Hungarian population of the 
city as 17.8%>, Even if we were to accept the absolutely impro
bable supposition that the entire population of the city had voted 
for the Hungarian Party alone it would be the most poignant 
proof against the record of the census of 1930; for it would mean 
that the percentage of the Hungarian population in the largest 
town of East Slovakia is not 17.8°/o but at least 28.8%. In a 
letter addressed to Government Councillor Blaha, head of the 
local department of the Provincial Bureau of Pozsony (Bra
tislava), the Hungarian Party announced its claim to the burgo
master’s post in Kassa. The necessity of this step is explained 
by the fact that, according to Czechoslovak law, the burgo
master of the cities of Slovakia and Ruthenia are not elected by 
the Municipal councils but appointed by the Government. Never
theless, in spite of the fact that the Hungarian list had always 
been the strongest at Kassa, the Government had always appoint
ed a Czech person as burgomaster of Kassa and never 
a Hungarian. The undeniable object of the above mentioned law 
is undoubtedly to prevent Hungarian persons from becoming the 
burgomasters of the cities of Slovakia and Ruthenia: and Kassa 
is also one of these cities. This system, it is needless to empha
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size, is very far from what Czech propaganda describes all over 
the world as a "bulwark of democracy east of the Rhine".

—  y —

THE RUTHENIAN GOVERNOR BILL
Mention has often been made in the columns of this period

ical of Articles 10— 13 of the Minority Treaty concluded in 
Saint-Germain on 10th September 1919 between the Czecho
slovak Republic and the Allied and Associated Powers which 
guarantee the most extensive autonomy to Ruthenia. In terms 
of this Treaty, autonomy was to extend to questions of language, 
education, religion and provincial administration. In these 
matters legislative power was to have been in the hands of a 
self-governing Diet to which the Governor of the Province was 
to be responsible. Ruthenia was to have had proportional repre
sentation in the Czecho-Slovak Parliament, and, as far as pos
sible, her civil servants were to be appointed from among the 
inhabitants of the autonomous territory.

In the seventeen and a half years that have since elapsed 
Prague has not put into effect a single letter of these provisions. 
Now at last, because of the incessant demands of the Ruthenian 
population, and also to no small extent thanks to the insistence 
of European public opinion, something had to be done; thus was 
conceived the Bill introduced into Parliament on 4th June by 
the Czecho-Slovak Government, the most important measures of 
which are as follows:

The head of Ruthenia is the Governor, who is to be nom
inated by the Government and to be appointed and recalled by 
the President of the Republic. The Governor is responsible to 
the Government alone. When the Ruthenian Provincial Diet is 
formed the Governor will be responsible also to that body. He 
will submit proposals and give his expert opinion to Government 
and for this purpose may be called to attend meetings of the 
Central Cabinet.

The Governor shall preside at meetings of the Provincial 
Diet and the Provincial Committee. For his term of office his 
authority shall extend to matters pertaining to language, educa
tion, religion and provincial administration, as prescribed by the 
new Act. His sphere of authority may be extended by Ordinance 
but may not be restricted. In all other matters the Governor's 
sphere of authority is as prescribed by law.

The Governor is to state his opinion before appointments 
are made to the staff of officials of the Ruthenian political ad
ministration. He is to decide in those matters pertaining to the 
religious and cultural affairs of the inhabitants which have 
hitherto been decided by the Provincial Office. But the opinion 
of the Provincial Office must be asked before he can pronounce
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judgment on financial claims against the State. He is to present 
to Catholic livings, in cases where the cultural administration or 
State undertaking have the right of advowson, priests approved 
of by the State administration. Under similar conditions he is 
to confirm in their office the functionaries of such religious 
denominations as are recognized by the Churches and the State, 
with the exception of functionaries whose jurisdiction extends 
to the entire area of the Province or to an even wider area. On 
the recommendation of the Provincial Office, the Governor is 
entitled to appoint the mayors of Ungvar and Munkacs and to 
confirm in their office the parish magistrates. When a parish 
council is dissolved, he is to provide for temporary administration.

School-books in Ruthenian must be certified from a linguistic 
point of view by the Governor, who will also give his expert 
opinion on proposals from the central authorities. In these matters 
he may demand information from other authorities. He will be 
authorized to appoint and remove teachers in all state elemen
tary and infant schools, with the exception of agricultural 
schools, and may entrust teachers or professors with the inspec
tion of non-State schools. He is to exert a similar authority over 
secondary school teachers and other civil servants, except in 
cases where the right of appointment is reserved to Government 
or the President of the Republic. In the case of agricultural 
schools the decisions of the Governor are subject to the approval 
of the Ministry of Agriculture except when the right to decide 
is reserved to Government. And, finally, the Governor is to 
pronounce opinion on the appointment of all the rest of the edu
cational staffs.

The Vice-Governor shall act as the Governor's deputy. 
Should their opinions differ on any question the Ministry of the 
Interior will exercise the right of decision.

The body advising the Governor is the Governor's Council. 
Its members consist of all the members of the Provinicial Com
mittee, 9 elected members of the Provincial Diet and 9 members 
appointed by Government. Council meetings are to be convened 
by the Governor, who shall consult the Council on all matters. 
Its meetings will not be public. Its procedure will be determined 
by the Governor, subject to the approval of Government. On 
representations of the Governor the Government may dissolve the 
Council, but must provide for the formation of a new one within 
three months (,,Prager Presse" —  semi-official —  June 5th).

If we compare this Bill with the Minority Treaty, it will at 
a glance be clear that the provisions of the former have absolu
tely nothing in common with the autonomy guaranteed in the 
latter. The Minority Treaty makes the Governor responsible to 
the autonomous Provincial Diet. So long, therefore, as there is 
no Provincial Diet, there can be no Governor in the sense under
stood in the Treaty. The individual who at present bears the
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title of "Governor" is merely a subordinate official of the Prague 
Government and will continue to remain so, for the new Bill ex
pressly states that he is to be responsible to Government alone 
and is to be appointed or recalled on the latter's representations. 
The new Bill, therefore, does nothing to ensure an honest ful
filment of Czecho-Slovak's treaty obligations, nor does it mean 
that, where Ruthenia is concerned, the Republic is guilty of a 
less serious infraction of international law than it was yesterday 
or in 1920.

As regards details: the independent sphere of authority con
ferred on the Governor as a Government official is very limited. 
In point of fact it does not extend farther than the right to 
licence school-books, appoint and remove infant and elementary 
school-teachers (even then this authority does not extend to 
agricultural schools) and pronounce decisions on unimportant 
questions relating to the religious and cultural exigencies of the 
population. In all other matters enumerated in the Bill the 
Governor may merely express his opinion, or rather, he is obliged 
to ask the opinion of other administrative authorities and more 
or less bound to accept that opinion.

Neither does the sphere of authority of the Governor's 
Council extend beyond the right to express an opinion on the 
matters mentioned above. In view of the fact that under the 
Administration Act of 1927 the Government has the right to 
appoint 6 of the 18 members of the Provincial Diet and, there
fore, naturally exerts an influence on the composition of the Pro
vincial Committee as well as on the election of the members of 
the Council chosen by the Provincial Diet, and seeing that 
Government is entitled to appoint as many members of the 
Council as the Diet elects, the Bill practically ensures, a priori, 
a majority to the Prague Government.

The new system is therefore merely an attempt to throw dust 
in the world's eyes; and it is to be hoped that the signatories 
of the League Covenant and of the Treaty of Saint-Germain —  
Great Britain, France, Italy and Japan —  realizing this, will be 
all the more energetic in compelling Czecho-Slovakia to perform 
her treaty obligations honestly. —  y  —

TUKA, ON TICKET-OF-LEAVE, EMPLOYED COPYING  
LEGAL DOCUMENTS

By order of the President of the Czecho-Slovak Republic 
issued on 3rd June, Professor Voitech Tuka, former chairman of 
the Autonomist Catholic Party and member of the Czecho-Slo
vak Parliament, was released on ticket-of-leave after having 
served eight and a half of the fifteen years penal servitude to 
which he had been sentenced in 1929 by the Czecho-Slovak 
courts. According to official report his release was conditional
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an his remaining in a place in Czecho-Slovakia appointed by the 
authorities, where he is under police supervision. The June 22nd 
issue of the "Zet”, the organ of the Czech National Socialist 
Party, that is to say the party to which Dr, Benes formerly 
belonged, states that Tuka is employed at the district courts in 
Pilsen, where his work is to copy the sentences passed by the 
courts. He has a separate room for himself, on the door 
of which stands the inscription "P R IV A T E ". The work is 
a great strain on his eyesight, which has greatly deteriorated 
during his lengthy imprisonment. It may be imagined how 
bitter it is for Tuka, a university professor and a man of 
great erudition, to have to spend his days in this depressing work 
which is so bad for his eyes. —  y  —

CENSORSHIP

The Provincial Office at Ungvar (Uzhorod) has forbidden 
the appearance for two months of the ,,Karpati Magyar Hirlap”, 
the official organ of the Hungarian Party in Ruthenia. The 
Ministry of the Interior has recently whithdrawn the licence for the 
circulation of the Catholic review „Korunk Szava” appearing at 
Budapest. Following the orders of the Attorney General, the 
Police authorities at Munkacs have recently confiscated the 
"Kisebbsegi Enek" ("Minority Song”), a volume of poems by 
M. Menyhert Simon, the well known Hungarian poet and jour
nalist in Ruthenia. —  y  —

REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL DISSOLVED, BECAUSE IT 
WANTED TO BUILD A  HUNGARIAN SCHOOL

The Representative Council of Kassa (Kosice), Slovakia’s 
second largest town, last year decided that the Hungarian and 
Slovak grammar schools should be built at the same time, and 
the Prime Minister, Dr. Hodza, declared to a Hungarian delega
tion that this was a perfectly natural and legitimate demand and 
that there would be no difficulty in realizing the scheme. When, 
however, M. Maxon, the Czech burgomaster, had resigned office, 
the citizens were surprized to learn that the Ministry of Educa
tion intended to have only one school, the Slovak school, built 
now. The Representative Council rejected the motion, where
upon the Ministry of the Interior took an extremely rapid reso
lution suspending the autonomy of the city, that being followed 
by the dissolution of the Council and an order for the new elec
tions, even before the Council's decision could become valid. 
Such are the circumstances under which the citizens of Kassa 
are now preparing for the next municipal elections. —  y  —
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RUMANIA

THE LEAGUE COUNCIL DECIDES 
IN FAVOUR OF HUNGARIAN PETITION

The League Council recently considered the petition sub
mitted by the Hungarian employees of the Private Properties in 
Csik. In this the petitioners put forward their grievances caused 
by the unjust treatment of the Siculian properties on behalf of 
the Rumanian Government; after confiscating the entire property 
of the Siculian frontier regions (forests, meadows, houses, and 
money) the Rumanian Government also deprived the Hungarian 
employees of their rightful pensions, while similar properties 
belonging to the Rumanian frontier regions were left untouched. 
The desicion of the League Council gives full satisfaction to the 
petitioners. The Rumanian Government is instructed to find a 
satisfactory way of settling the pension problem of the employees 
of the Private Properties in Csik. The arrears for the past ten 
years have to be paid out to them in cash, and not in Rumanian 
State bonds, because in the latter case the petitioners would 
suffer a loss of 30%. —  y  —

DESPERATE MINORITY PROTEST AGAINST RUMANIAN  
LABOUR DEFENCE BILL

The minorities in Rumania are protesting most desperately 
against the new National Labour Defence Bill which, as it may 
appear from our previous description of the subjects, presents an 
imminent danger to the very existence of these nationalities. 
Rumania's largest national minority is the Hungarian minority 
which, according to the census of 1930 numbers 1,353.875 souls, 
though its actual numbers are much higher than this; now, the 
official representative body of the Hungarian minority in Ru
mania, the Hungarian Party, openly protested against the Bill on 
May 28th and 29th, because the Bill is an obvious defiance of 
the laws of the country as well as of the provisions of inter
national agreements. The Hungarian Party also protested against 
those tendencies which aim at reducing the chances of the edu
cated class of the Hungarian minority to make a respectable 
existence, such as the resolutions passed by the National Con
gress of Lawerys representing the majority of the profession and 
by the organisations of the free professions in Rumania ("The 
National Union of Organisations of the Rumanian 'Intelligen
tsia' " ) ;  some of these resolutions will be outlined further down.

The Hungarian Party also declared that two complaints of 
the Hungarian minority were at present lying before the League 
of Nations, one dealing with the use of Hungarian geographical
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names in the Press and with the language of sign boards, the 
other dealing with the problem of those Hungarian civil servants 
and other public functionaries who had been turned out of their 
jobs. "If this bill, too, is to be passed into a law, then the 
resolutions of Gyulafehervar may well be called the fraud of 
Gyulafehervar" (Hirlap, May 30., Keleti Ujsag, May 31.).

A  similar protest against the Bill has been lodged by the 
Press and public meetings of the German minority in Rumania.

The "Kronstadter Zeitung" (May 8) gives an account of the 
German meeting held at Brasso (Kronstadt), where Herr Fritz 
Connert, a German member of the Rumanian Parliament, pointed 
out that hundreds of thousands of Rumanians find it very easy 
to find employment under the Government while, at the same 
time, the minorities have been driven out completely from the 
public posts.

The "Siebenbiirgisch-Deutsches Tageblatt” (May 12) describes 
the German meeting of protest held at Nagyszeben (Hermann- 
stadt). Here Herr Henning pointed out that the union of the 
Germans with Rumania in 1918 had been made subject to certain 
conditions. The resolutions of Gyulafehervar, and then the Minor
ity Pact of Paris guaranteed the Germans, and the minorities in 
general, the same rights as those of the ruling majority. The 
fact, however, is that even to this very day there is no equality 
between the minorities and the ruling people. Herr Henning also 
made reference to the tendencies of the new Labour Defence Bill, 
saying that these and similar tendencies were actually driving 
towards revision; for what else is revision, he asked, than the 
tendency of depriving a people of its most elementary rights 
which were guaranteed to it by means of international agreements.

Herr Otto Herzog drew attention to the fact that the cultural 
persecution of the minorities is now being followed by their very 
unjust oppression in economic life. The unjust execution of the 
Land Reform Act was the first step in the persecution of the 
minorities; then came the taxation of those business men who 
did not use the language of the State in their business books. 
But the present Bill means an even more serious blow than any 
of those that had gone before. Nor can this Bill be motivated by 
the number of unemployed, since the total number of Rumania's 
unemployed is not more than 8,664 in all. And as for the allega
tion that thousands of young Rumanian men and women were 
standing outside the closed doors of business life: this, he said, 
was a downright lie.

Speaking on behalf of the employers Herr Otto Fritz Jickeli 
declared that there was no need for a violent Rumanization, as 
the number of Rumanian shops in the ancient Saxon region of 
Transylvania showed an increase of 283°/o since 1914, while the 
number of German shops had only increased by 12%> during the 
same time. —  y —•
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THE LAST HUNGARIAN MONUMENT 
REMOVED AT NAGYVARAD

The City Council of Nagyvarad recently ordered the statue 
of Imre Szacsvay, one of the martyrs of the Hungarian War of 
Liberty, to be removed from its place. Imre Szacsvay was a writer 
of the parliamentary records in 1849 and was one of those who 
signed the Dethronement Act of the Habsburg family; later on 
he was found guilty and put to death for this act. —  Szigligeti 
was one of the most popular and most productive playwrights of 
the Romantic period. His bust was removed piecemeal. With this 
the last Hungarian monument has been removed at Nagyvarad 
("Brassoi Lapok”, June 5). —  y  —

CONFISCATION OF CHURCH PROPERTY AND  
PERSECUTION OF RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES

The amount of immovable property hitherto confiscated from 
the Roman Catholic Church in Transylvania represents a value 
of more than 200 million lei; in addition to this just recently 
the Military Court at Nagyvarad proposed the confiscation as 
State property of the Premonstratensian estates. Among other 
properties already confiscated are the following: the "The-
resianum" Orphanage at Nagyszeben, the University Piarist 
Church at Kolozsvar (Cluj), the Roman Catholic High School at 
Arad (foundation school!), the Premonstratensian School at 
Nagyvarad, Felix Bath, the castle at Szentmarton, the Minorite 
School at Szilagysomlyo, the Piarist School at Maramarossziget, 
etc.. . .

The property of the Reformed High School at Maramaros
sziget, representing a value of many millions, together with 
the buildings of the High School and the Reformed Academy of 
Law, have also been confiscated and, following the advice of 
Prof. Ghibu, they were settled upon the County of Maramaros; 
it was given out, namely, that it was the County which had 
actually maintained these institutions in the past. The Reformed 
Church has appealed against this decision ("Hirlap", June 5).

As an illustration of the religious persecution let us mention 
the fact that the Rumanian Ministry of Education has prohibited 
the circulation of a volume entitled "Catholic Anthems", with 
the explanation that its contents did not agree with the interests 
of the State ("Brassoi Lapok", May 1). —  In the County of dsxk 
the activity of the religious societies has been completely 
paralysed. In two Siculian villages, Csikszepviz and Csikrakos, 
the gendarmes have prohibited even the activity of the Roman 
Catholic juvenile choirs. The Catholic League, the Rosary Societies, 
the Eucharistic Unions, etc. have also had to discontinue their
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activity ("Brassoi Lapok”, May 2). —  In the County of Bihar only 
13 outof 33 Reformed men's unions are still functioning, as the 
local authorities do not allow them to hold their Bible lessons and 
their cultural meetings ("Friss Ujsag", May 20), —  y —

EVEN CABMEN MUST TAKE THE LANGUAGE TESTS

The language tests campaign in Rumania is successively 
spreading over new and new areas. Thus the local authorities of 
the financial administration have ordered applicants for spirit 
license to the language tests ("Neplap", May 2). —  The similar 
task has been imposed upon the minority officials of the Chamber 
of Labour there ("Brassoi Lapok", May 4). —  In Kolozsvar the 
cabmen were ordered to pass the language tests ("Keleti Ujsag", 
May 30); at Nagyvarad the cabmen and taxi drivers had to do 
the same ("Magyar Kisebbseg" =  "Hungarian Minority” , May 16). 
—  At the same time the minority employees are dismissed 
regularly: thus the health insurance institution at Szatmar has 
dismissed five minority doctors within one week and filled their 
places with Ruamnian applicants ("Keleti Ujsag", June 4).

MESSAGES OF CONDOLENCE BEARING HUNGARIAN  
STREET NAMES NOT DELIVERED

The Minority Pact concluded in Paris on December 9, 1919 
(Art. 8) declares categorically that the minorities may not be 
hindered in any way in the free use of their mother tongue either 
in cultural or in religious our business life; nevertheless, the 
Rumanian Administration Act, in its executive instructions 
published on February 18, 1937 declares that "names, instruc
tions, indications and sign boards or signs must be written in 
Rumanian”.

Under these illegal orders the police at Nagyvarad has order
ed the replacement of non-Rumanian (i. e. Hungarian) sign boards 
by such bearing purely Rumanian inscriptions. A  similar step 
has been taken at Arad, where the police gave orders that the 
sign boards should be painted over in such a manner that the 
previous, namely the Hungarian, text should not be visible at all 
("Szabadsag", May 9, "Arader Zeitung” , May 16).

An official inquiry was opened by the police against the 
Reformed Presbitery for sending out its summons to its tax 
payers in Hungarian ("Szabadsag", May 16). —  The parish clerk 
of Gyergyoszarhegy ordered the replacement of the Hungarian 
inscription on the Communal Property House by a Rumanian 
inscription (Order No. 1129/1937, "Brassoi Lapok", May 19). —  
At Nagybanya the local authorities forbade the Hungarian
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theatrical company to have their bills printed in both languages 
(i. e. Hungarian and Rumanian; Brassoi Lapok", May 30), —  
The Post Office at Kolozsvar (Cluj) will not deliver any con
signment the address of which bears one single word in German 
("Deutsche Zeitung”, May 23), —  A  wire sent from Budapest to 
Kolozsvar (Cluj) has not been delivered to the addressee, because 
the name of the street is written in Hungarian; for this 
reason the addressee was unable to attend the funeral of his 
brother in Budapest ("Joestet" =  "Good Evening” , May 25),

—  y —

HUNGARIAN MINORITY EXCLUDED FROM OTHER
REVENUES

A  similar grievance is the forest affair in the County of 
Maros-Torda (Transylvania). Queen Maria Theresa (1740— 80) 
presented 127 Siculian villages with 16.000 acres of forest, 
the income of which at present amounts to a sum of 2 to 2.5 
million lei. The administration of this common property was, 
according to an ancient Hungarian law, under the care of the 
county authorities of Maros-Torda, in such a way that the income 
had to be divided for cultural purposes among the villages par
taking of the donation. The Rumanians, on the other hand, ex
cluded the Siculian villages from the enjoyment of the income, 
and just recently it invested the 2.5 million net proceeds in the 
building of State schools, Greek Oriental and Greek Catholic 
Churches in these villages. The minority Churches and schools 
were completely excluded from the income, notwithstanding the 
fact that the villages owning this forest land are inhabited by a 
vast Hungarian majority, mostly Roman Catholics, Reformed, or 
Unitarians, and that the fund was originally given for Hungarian 
cultural purposes. —  y  —

25— 30 MILLION LEI LESS SUBSIDY 
TO HUNGARIAN SCHOOLS

Art. 10 of the Minority Pact concluded in Paris on 
December 9, 1919, provides as follows: "In those cities and 
communes where the Rumanian citizens belonging to a national, 
religious, or linguistic minority represent a considerable propor
tion of the population, these minorities must receive an equitable 
share in the enjoyment and exploitation of those sums which 
according to the budgets of the State, the municipal or other 
bodies are to be allotted from the commonwealth to educational, 
religious, and charity purposes”.

Nevertheless, the Rumanian regime continually refuses to let 
the schools of the minority Churches have this equitable share; 
either they simply leave the school subsidies against all standing
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orders out of the municipal or other budgets, or even if these 
subsidies have been placed in the budget, they outwit the minor
ities in the distribution of the subsidies. Since the law of 1930 
alone the sum of those subsidies which have not been paid out 
to the minority schools of the Roman Catholic, Reformed, and 
Unitarian Churches amounts to 25— 30 million lei, if we only 
take the county and municipal budgets ("Magyar Kisebbseg”, 
vol. 14, No. 8).

Let us just take one particular case from among the over
whelming number of grievances. The minority elementary schools 
of Kolozsvar (now: Cluj) have only once, in the budget year 
1932/33, received a subsidy of 600.000 lei from the city. In the 
following budget years: in 1933/34 3.400.000 lei, and in 1936/37
3.800.000 lei have been allotted for such purposes in the municipal 
budget, but they were distributed among the schools of the State 
and the Greek Oriental and Greek Catholic Churches ("Ellenzek”, 
May 21). —  y —

THE MINORITIES TO BE COMPLETELY EXCLUDED FROM  
THE LEGAL PROFESSIONS

In our last number we gave a detailed account of the 
resolution passed by the Congress of the Rumanian Lawyers' 
Union at Bucharest with the intention of completely ex
cluding the minority lawyers from the Chambers of Advocates. 
The explanation given by the Rumanian Union of Lawyers for 
this numerus nullus” is that the number of minority lawyers is 
much higher at present than their percentage would admit. But 
let us see the actual truth. In Transylvania the Hungarian popul
ation numbers 1,353.875 souls, i. e. 24°/o of the entire population; 
the percentage of Hungarian lawyers, on the other hand, 
is not more than 20%: out of a total number of 2.648 lawyers 
only 542 are Hungarians, whereas acording to their percentage 
there should actually be 646 Hungarian lawyers in Transylvania 
("Hitel", No. 1, 1937).

It will be interesting to illustrate with a few data the per
centage of Hungarians in the jurisdiction of Transylvania, i. e. 
in the body of judges, attorneys and public notaries. According 
to the situation on November 1, 1936 the percentage of Hungarian 
functionaries in the public offices of justice was far below the 
official 24% as admitted even by the statistical records of the 
Government; in fact, the percentage of Hungarian judges actually 
functioning was 365% below the ethnographic proportion of the 
Hungarian minority; the number of other public functionaries 
remained 227% below this level, while the two categories together 
(402) show that the total percentage of the Hungarian functionaries 
is 246% less than it ought to be. On the other hand, it is a fact 
that the percentage of Rumanian judges is 50% more than the

71



DANUBIAN REVIEW

ethnographic proportion of the Rumanian majority (57.9®/#); 
taking the various grades of service the percentage of Rumanians 
is 80% higher than it should be, while those Hungarians who are 
still actually serving as judges or other officials of justice do 
not hold any leading positions.

Detailed data are to be found in the Hungarian minority 
review "Magyar Kisebbseg" on February 16, 1937: I. At the High 
Courts o f Justice in Transylvania the number of Rumanian judges 
is 78 (94%), while 3 are Hungarians (3.6%) and 2 Germans 
(2.4%). Out of the 155 other functionaries of the five High 
Courts 133 are Rumanians (85.5%), 17 Hungarians (10.9%), 2 
Germans (2%), and 2 of other nationality (1.13%) Not one single 
Hungarian attorney  is to be found at these High Courts, all 
attorneys being Rumanians.

II. At the 24 Low Courts in Transylvania there are 269 
judges functioning at present; their ethnographic percentage is 
as follows: 241 Rumanians (89.6%), 13 Hungarians (4.8%), 11 
Germans (4.1%), 4 of other nationality (1.5%). —  Out of the 
1.237 other officials 1035 are Rumanians (83.7%), 126 Hungarians 
(10.2%), 57 Germans (4.6%), and 19 of other nationality (1.5%). 
The number of attorneys functioning at these courts is 64; with 
the exception of one attorney (1.6%) who is a German all others 
are Rumanians; that is to say, there is not one single Hungarian 
attorney functioning in the Low Courts of Transylvania!

III. County Courts: the number of judges is 375; 294 are
Rumanians (78.4%), 40 Hungarians (10.7%), 29 Germans (7.7%), 
and 12 others (3.2%). The other County Court functionaries 
number 1722; out of these 1427 are Rumanians (82.9%), 191
Hungarians (11.1%), 61 Germans (3.5%), and 43 others (2.5%).

IV. The four Labour Courts: of 8 judges 6 are Ruman
ians (75%) and 2 of other nationality (25%). The number of 
other functionaries is 20, 18 out of them being Rumanians (90%) 
and only 2 Hungarians (10%).

Out of the 810 judges and attorneys in Transylvania 85°/o 
are Rumanians and only 6.99/e Hungarians!

V. Public notaries in Transylvania; on November 1, 1936
their ethnographic percentage was as follows (after the data 
published in the "Magyar Kisebbseg”, Nos. 5— 6, 1937): the
number of public notaries was 165, 155 being Rumanians (94%), 
4 Hungarians (2.4%), and 4 Germans (2.4%). —  The leading 
functionaries of the Chambers of Public Notaries in Transylvania 
are all Rumanians without exception, even in the Siculian 
regions. According to their ethnographic percentage (24.4%), 
however, the number of Hungarian public notaries should be 40, 
while those of the Rumanians (57%) 96, i. e. 38% less than it is at 
present; the Germans (9.8%) would be entitled to hold 16 public
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notary posts, while the other nationalities (7.9°/o) ought to be 
given 13 such posts.

The exclusion of the minority lawyers from the Chambers 
of Advocates was only one of the introductory steps in the 
violent campaign against the minorities in general, in Rumania. 
The National Union of the Organizations of the Rumanian 
"Intelligentsia”, uniting as its members all Rumanian teachers, 
engineers, veterinary surgeons, chemists, architects, and doctors, 
recently held a general assembly at Bucharest when a resolution 
was carried to the effect that "all intellectual professions have to 
be speedily Rumanized” . Many speakers, among them a former 
Cabinet Minister, M. Mihai Manoilescu, having expressed the view 
that Rumania was by no means obliged to observe any inter
national agreements, the Congress carried another resolution with 
regard to the revision o f all diplomas issued or recognized 
since the time of the Peace Treaties ("Magyar Ujsag", June 1, 
1937).

All minority newspapers are protesting most desperately 
against this new action; they point out that the minorities are 
now being faced with a struggle for life and death, for the daily 
bread or starvation, because it is quite certain —  they say —  
that the tendency of Rumanization will not be satisfied by the 
80 or 75% as it is given out at present, its ultimate aim being 
the complete exclusion of the minorities from all professions.

— y —

YUGOSLAVIA

GREAT SENSATION OF YUGOSLAV INTERNAL POLITICS
In the second fortnight of May Yugoslav internal politics 

produced a thrilling sensation. Several Croatian university pro
fessors, scientists and artists —  amongst others Ivan M estrovitch, 
the famous sculptor —  elaborated the draft of a reform of the 
Constitution which, in their opinion, would provide the basis of 
a solution of the Serbo-Croatian problem satisfactory to both 
parties. The draft, which was drawn up by Dr. Ivan Krbek, pro
fessor of Zagreb University, in collaboration with the former 
Mayor of Zagreb during the Zhivkovitch regime, was printed 
and a copy of the manuscript sent to the Prince Regent, to all 
Cabinet-Minister the other two members of the Regency Council, 
and other important politicians. The events leading up to 
the draft had their beginnings in October 1934, when Dr. 
Bauer, Archbishop of Zagreb, Ivan Mestrovitch and Dr. Bazala, 
university professor, submitted a memorandum to the Uzunovitch 
Government demanding an urgent restoration of the rule of law 
and order, the immediate release of Dr. Matchek and the rest
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of the Croatian political prisoners and a change to a de
mocratic regime. According to the "Obzor" of 9th June this 
memorandum was supported not only in Yugoslavia but also 
abroad, for a fulfilment of the demands urged therein seemed 
likely to be the very best guarantee of consolidation. The elements 
in Zagreb and Belgrade which belonged to no party were in 
sympathy with the action inaugurated by the authors of the 
memorandum. Since, however, the political factors concerned —  
as the "Obzor" states —  made no attempt to discuss this vitally 
important question of State adjustment, the intellectual leaders 
in Zagreb set to work, with the knowledge of certain circles in 
Belgrade, on the elaboration of the draft of a new Constitution, 
which draft they thought would serve as the basis upon which 
negotiations might be opened later on between Zagreb and 
Belgrade.

In the Zagreb draft, which in the course of discussions with 
certain circles in Belgrade was subjected to several modifications 
and alterations, it was proposed to divide the Kingdom into 5 
Banates, each with an extensive autonomy. These Banates would 
be: 1, Serbia with Southern Serbia and Montenegro; 2, Croatia- 
Slavonia and Dalmacia; 3. Bosnia and Hercegovina; 4. Slovenia; 
5. the part wrested from Hungary, i. e. the Voivodina. In Bel
grade, on the other hand, four Banates were advised, since, come 
what may, the Voivodina had to be attached to the Serbia Banate. 
On this rock, and on the refusal of the Serbs to consider a re
construction of the State on a federal basis, was ship-wrecked 
the bark of Serbo-Croatian co-operation. Belgrade politicians 
rejected the Zagreb draft of a new Constitution. This was stated 
unequivocally to the Belgrade press by Slobodan Jovanovitch, 
university professor, who said: —  "It was their draft, and theirs 
it shall remain, as may be seen from the fact that it was signed 
without our participation by the people of Zagreb alone”. Even 
the Croatian political factors do not consider the draft suitable. 
The leader of the Croatians, Dr. Matchek, himself told the cor
respondent of the "Vreme" (See the "Vreme” of the 24th June) 
that he disapproved of the entire action and considered the draft 
the work of certain over-ambitious gentlemen of the town. "On 
the question of compromise" —  said Matchek —  "I  represent 
a standpoint the basis of which can never be an idea of that sort, 
if only because it does not originate with the factors concerned: 
it has nothing to do with the people or with any responsible 
political factors.”

With this energetic statement of Dr. Matchek's the Zagreb 
draft may be said to have received its death blow; but the 
Croatian question is still on the carpet as the most acute problem 
of Yugoslav internal politics and the Yugoslav State.

—  y  —
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THE APPROVAL OF THE STATUTES OF HUNGARIAN  
SOCIETIES REFUSED

Reference was made in our May issue to the discussions 
of M. Stoyadinovitch, the Yugoslav Premier, and a few other 
members of his Cabinet with three leading personages of the 
Hungarian Party at Belgrade on April 28; we also mentioned 
some of the promises the Government had made on this occasion 
to the Hungarian minority. Two whole months have now elapsed 
since that date without, however, bringing about a change for the 
better as it was hoped after these discussions; the following 
cases will illustrate the truth of this statement.

Wishing to form a cultural union of its own the Hungarian 
population of the village of Alsolendva (Dolnjalendva) submitted 
the statutes of the new union, —  similar to those of other Hun
garian unions of an earlier standing, —  to the Ban’s approval; 
accordingly, the Ban approved the statutes, but the local district 
authorities refused to allow the meeting of inauguration to be 
held ("Naplo”, July 3., "Uj Hirek” , July 3).

Following an invitation from the Hungarian village of Suza 
in the County of Baranya, the amateur theatrical company of the 
purely Hungarian village of Szilagyi (Svilojevo) wished to hold 
a Hungarian performance in that village. After all preparations 
had been made the authorities prohibited the performance without 
any further explanation ("Uj Hirek", July 7). —  y  —

LANGUAGE TESTS, NAME ANALYSIS AND OTHER 
GRIEVANCES

The rangers of the village of Bocsar in the Banate have re
signed their posts, because they were summoned to appear before 
the Banate committee of examiners for the language tests. The 
examination fees, together with other charges amounted to more 
than 700 dinars per head; in addition to this the candidates were 
to defray the expenses of travelling and maintenance. Since, 
however, these poor people were earning a minimum salary of 
200 dinars a month, they were quite unable to pay these costs 
and were obliged to resign their posts rather than appear before 
the committee ("Regeli Ujsag”, July 8). —  y  —

THE "NAM E AN ALYSIS"

The analysis o f names is still going on in connection with 
the recent elementary school matriculations at Magyarkanizsa 
(Pavlovgrad) and in the city of tljvidek (Novisad). The educa
tional authorities refused to enroll many hundreds of Hungarian 
children in the so-called "Hungarian sections" of elementary 
schools under the pretext that their names had a foreign sound;
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nor do the teachers refrain from employing the well known 
method of "mild pressure” upon Hungarian families to dis
courage them from sending their children to the Hungarian 
classes. W e must remember at the same time that such things 
are going on in spite of the fact the Premier as well as other 
members of the Cabinet have made a definite promise to the 
leaders of the Hungarian Party that they will abolish this system 
of analyzation and grant absolute freedom to Hungarian parents 
in choosing any particular type of school for their children. From 
this point of view there is good reason to believe what a Hun
garian paper in Yugoslavia said when it remarked that the first 
promise made by the Minister of Education with regard to the 
abolition of the analysis of names was nothing but an election 
trick with a view to the communal elections which were held 
in the Danube Banate on December 6, 1936. —  y  —

THE FATE OF THE RAK6CZI STATUE IN ZOMBOR

In the first days after the change of rule all the art 
relics that had anything to do with Hungarian history were 
demolished in the detached Southern part of Hungary. This fate 
also overtook Rakoczi's statue in Zombor. Now we learn from 
the local newspapers that a Serb workman employed at the 
electrical power station in Zombor stole some of the iron and 
bronze parts of the statue out of the cellar of the Municipal 
buildings where they had been lying and sold them as scrap- 
iron. Is this, perhaps, one way of showing appreciation for the 
relics of the past? ("Reggeli Ujsag" and "Uj Hirek", June 2).

"EQUALITY"

The Minority Pact and the Yugoslav Constitution of 1931 
guarantee all Yugoslav citizens absolute equality irrespectively 
of race, religion, or language. How this is being carried out in 
practice may be seen from an edict recently issued by M. 
Korosetz, Minister of the Interior; every citizen of Yugoslav 
origin and language, the edict says, who is domiciled in any 
commune in Yugoslavia and pays less than 1.000 dinars Govern
ment taxes, may henceforth ask for complete exemption from the 
payment of charges on official applications. Minority citizens, 
however, must pay all charges without exception ("Reggeli 
Ujsag", and "Obzor", July 8).
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