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nearer to the psyche of the Hungarian folk than were 
Liszt's. Hubay knew the genuine sources, knew what 
the gypsies had done in the way of polishing, 
embellishing and often spoiling the originals. His 
impulse was not derived, but he could not escape the 
influence of Liszt's powerful genius, much less that 
of German classical music.

In one of his essays Romain Rolland writes that 
most of the musical controversies between the foll
owers of Rameau and Gluck, Debussy and Wagner, 
had their origin in one great question, that of aristo
cratic art and popular art. Scarcerly 150 years have 
elapsed since popular art was discovered, since people 
began to collect old folk-songs. Beginning with Cho
pin, Russian, Norwegian, French and German com
posers now strive to give a national stamp to their 
music and draw on folk-songs as on a primary source. 
A century and a half stretches between John Parry's 
collection of folk-songs (Ancient British Music, 1745) 
and the collection of Bartok and Kodaly (1905) . , .  
Meanwhile Hungarian dance music and folk-songs 
turn up here and there, „alla ungherese” , in the works 
of classical composers — Haydn, Beethoven and 
Schubert.

Hubay's art was characterized by a certain aristo- 
cratism, a certain lyric sensitiveness. What it drew from 
folk-songs was chiefly their melodiousness; dramatic 
crescendo put too much a strain on it. He was of the 
I’art pour I’art school, a spectator who described the 
experiences of others while he himself remained aloof, 
his heart untouched. In this respect he reminds us of 
the great Hungarian poet, John Arany, who has not 
left one single love lyric to posterity, owing to a 
reluctance to let world peer into the intimacies of his 
private life. John Arany, author of the greatest popu
lar epic in the Hungarian language, was at heart an 
aristocrat like Hubay.

This was one of the reasons why Hubay did not 
appreciate modern music, though as appreciating
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF BULGARIA

A highly interesting lecture on the economic 
development of Bulgaria was held recently in the 
Hungarian capital by M. Lazar Tzvetkov, Press 
Attache at the Bulgarian Legation in Budapest. He 
gave a graphic illustration, with many figures and 
particulars, of the remarkable progress which the 
economic life of Bulgaria has achieved in spite of 
her unfavourable circumstances. At the time of her 
liberation from the Turkish yoke the country was 
almost a desert, and in the first sixty years of her 
existence as an independent State she passed through 
four successive wars, the last of which — the Great 
War — almost completely destroyed her material 
resources. The possibilities of a profitable production 
are unfavourably influenced by the fact that the 
country is so far from its great markets. Its means of 
communication with the West are also imperfect, 
because it is shut off from the Aegean Sea, which is 
only 30 kilometres away. Greece has not connected 
any of her railway lines with those of Bulgaria nor 
is Rumania willing to have a railway bridge built 
between her and Bulgaria. Nevertheless, Bulgaria has

youth, he introduced the now world-famous represen
tatives of that music, Bela Bartok and Zoltan Kod&ly, 
into the Hungarian Academy of Music, The origine of 
his own musical culture and also his age made it im
possible for Hubay to effect changes in his art.

It was marvellous how splendid this original 
genius was in Chamber Music. The Hubay-Popper 
string quartette was famous all the world over and it 
is to Hubay that Brahms owes his popularity in 
Europe. Until the end he enjoyed playing Chamber 
Music; but his greatest pleasure was to conduct an 
orchestra.

Hubay also contributed to the literature of music. 
Many articles from his pen have appeared in Hun
garian and foreign papers. His inaugural address in 
the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, his essays on 
subjects connected with music, his suggestions and his 
writings on the development of the Academy of 
Music, besides his unpublished diary, would fill vo
lumes. His biography has been written by several 
authors, amongst others by Emil Haraszthy and 
Victor Papp.

In a speech delivered in the British Parliament on 
the occasion of the death of a great statesman, Lord 
Beaconfield said that his death had been as beautiful 
as his life. The same may be said of Hubay. A meet
ing had been called in Budapest to discuss the arran
gements of a general musical festival, and Hubay, 
whose mind and memory were as clear as ever, was 
taking part in the debate. He was just outlining his 
suggestions about the operatic part of the festival 
when his hand flew to his heart and he dropped dead.

He was buried with due honours by the nation. 
His epitaph might well be the words spoken by Lord 
Beaconsfield of England's great statesman: „He was 
the noblest representative of the middle classes, an 
ornament to his office and the pride of the country".
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very nearly reached the stage of intensive culture in 
almost every branch of agriculture. South-Bulgaria 
has almost completely turned from wheat to the grow
ing of industrial and other useful plants, such as 
tobacco, cotton, rice, grapes, etc., since the climate 
of that region appears to be extremely favourable to 
these plants; thus Northern Bulgaria remains the only 
wheat-growing part of the country. What with the 
remarkable increase of the population and its growing 
demands, the growth of industrial production has 
become so rapid that it reached a total value of 1500 
million leva in 1936. Nevertheless, Bulgaria will still 
remain a valuable industrial market for other count
ries, especially as far as the manufacturing industry 
is concerned. Though she is one of the most stable 
money markets, Bulgaria has very little foreign capital 
at her disposal, which makes her suffer continually 
from the shortage of money. Her safest source of 
capital is the economy of her people. Co-operative 
societies are not found in such large numbers in any 
other country of Eastern Europe. The great distance 
of her markets and the imperfection of her means of 
communication are no doubt responsible for the fact 
that Bulgaria's exports have not more than doubled 
in the last fifty years. This, again, makes the acquisi
tion of foreign currencies extremely difficult, this — 
owing to the unexpected growth of the demand —
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being one of the most acute problems of Bulgaria's 
economic life. A striking exhibition of the country's 
industrial production is the annual Fair at Plovdiv 
in the month of May, which has this year assumed an 
international character. In recent years Bulgaria has 
begun to make arrangements for the reception of 
foreign visitors, too; the success of this propaganda 
is guaranteed by the friendliness of her population, 
as well as by the beauty of her scenery and the large 
number of medicinal springs, in which Bulgaria is 
the wealthiest of all the Balkan countries.
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CZ E C H O- SL O V A KL A

JANUARY FOREIGN TRADE BALANCE 
SHOWS DEFICIT OF FIFTY MILLIONS

Acording to the report of the Statistical Bureau 
just issued, the value of Czecho-Slovakia's imports 
in January, 1936, amounted to 699.5 and that of her 
exports to 650 million Czech crowns, — that meaning 
an excess of imports of practically 50 million crowns. 
The Statistical Bureau explains the unfavourable 
result as due to there being no boat traffic in the 
month of January, The balance for the month of 
January, 1935, — with a total turn-over of 1028 
million crowns — had shown a deficit (excess of 
imports amounting to 34 million Czech crowns.

The exports of manufactures represented a value 
of 87.5, that of foodstuffs and beverages a value of 
43.5 million Czech crowns. The wool imports re
presented a value of 31 millions i n excess of the 
amount recorded in the previous year. The value of 
exports in January showed an advance of 154 millions 
on that recorded for the same month of 1935. The 
value of the exports of the textile industries showed 
an advance of 12 millions, that of the glass industries 
an advance of 8 millions, and that of the paper 
industry an advance of 7 millions. There was an in
crease in the quantity (11.572 tons) and in the value 
(8 million Czech crowns) of the sugar exports; while 
there was an advance of 4665 tons in the quantity 
and of 7 millions in the value of the wood exports.
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EXPORT SUBSIDY
The "Deutsche Presse" (Prague) sees with regret 

that the question of a reimbursement of taxes to the 
glass, china, textile and sugar exporting industries 
has not yet been settled according to the definite re
solution of the Cabinet Council. The paper hopes that 
under the Hodza Administration there will be no re
petition of the sad experiences of the past, when 
economic measures were often not carried out until 
it was hopeless to expect any good results of them.
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DECREASE IN TIMBER EXPORTS IN 1936.
Compared with 1935, Czecho-Slovakia's exports 

of timber showed a considerable decline in 1936, both 
in quantity and in value. The chief cause of this 
decline was that Germany's importation of wood from 
Czecho-Slovakia was less. In 1936 the total quantity 
of timber exported was 11.331.866 tons, valued at
366.800.000 crowns. In 1935 the quantity exported was
1.500.000 tons more, and the total value was about
403.000.000 crowns.

TOURIST TRAFFIC BALANCE RATHER 
UNFAVOURABLE IN 1936.

A recent issue of the "NarodohospodarSky Obzor" 
contains the tourist traffic balance sheet for 1936. It 
shows that about 450.000.000 crowns were spent in 
that year, as against an estimate of about 449.000.000 
for 1935. The sum spent at the spas by permanent and 
passing visitors was 180.000.000 crowns. This is 
slightly more than in the previous year. In other 
places foreign visitors spent about 170.000.000 crowns. 
Their railway fares amounted to about 60.000.000. As 
regards the other side of the balance, i, e. the sum 
spent by Czecho-Slovak tourists abroad, the article 
shows that about 580—590.000.000 crowns were de
voted to that purpose. A comparison of the two sides 
of the balance sheet shows a balance of 130.000.000—
140.000.000 crowns on the wrong side.
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H UN G A H ¥

HUNGARY’S ECONOMIC FIGURES
According to the report of the Central Statistical 

Bureau the wholesale trade index in February fell 
from 96 to 93. A slight fall is in evidence in the prices 
of corn, while the prices of industrial articles show 
a certain rise. The cost of living index has risen from
106.2 to 107.2, The total amount of deposits held in 
February by the Budapest banks affiliated to the 
Federation of Banks and by the Post Office Savings 
Bank amounted to 1411.6 million pengo, 724.6 millions 
being saving deposits and 687 millions current 
account deposits.
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DEVALUATION OF CURRENCIES DID NOT 
CAUSE A FALL IN EXPORTS

At the general meeting recently held by the Hun
garian Tariff Society it was stated that the exports 
of Hungary in 1936 increased by 55 millions, her corn 
and fruit exports being represented by 28 and 9 mil
lions respectively. The devaluation of currencies last 
autumn made its effect felt only in Hungary's relations 
with Italy, while her exports to Switzerland show a 
rise. On the other hand, the devaluation of the cur
rencies had nothing to do with the tact that Hungary's 
exports to Germany were 10.5 millions less in the 
last quarter; this was due solely to the suspension of 
the exports of pigs and lard.

According to the data of the Central Statistical 
Bureau the value of imports in February rose from
30.2 to 32.3 million pengo, while that of exports in
creased from 41,2 to 50.7 millions. The excess of 
exports in January and February rose from 5.3 to 36 
millions as compared with last year's figures. There 
is a certain decrease to be noted in the imports of 
pig iron, small shot, rice, mineral oil, paper and iron
ware; the imports of raw hides and metals, on the 
other hand, increased slightly. The exports of wheat 
in January and February were despatched as follows:
476.000 q. to Italy, 264.000 q. to Austria, and 213.000 
q. to Switzerland. Germany purchased 375.000 q. of 
maize, while 188.000 q, of rye went to Austria, The 
number of cattle exported to Italy was 11.650 head, 
the total number exported being 16.150 head, A re
markable set-back was caused by the suspension of 
exports to Germany in the export of fresh meat, lard,— y —
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and bacon. The export of pig has suffered in con
sequence of Austria's limited purchasing power. The 
quantity of poultry exported was 42.300 q,, 23.250 of 
that quantity going to Great Britain. Germany pur
chase 13.000 q. of eggs, the total amount exported 
being 21.500 q.
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RESULTS OF LAND REFORM
The first volume of the statistical accounts re

ferring to landed property has recently been published; 
it contains also particulars illustrating the results of 
the land reform, — The results of the year 1935 may 
hebe summersed follows: the amount of ltnd distri
buted among 389.307 claimints aggreated 705.468 cad. 
yoke. The average are a of taked addotted to each 
claimant was less than 2 yokes; the average site re
presents about 375 sq. fathoms. — 570.760 cad, yokes 
out of this total were given as freehold, while
134.708 cad. yokes are to be considered as copyholt. 
56.046 cad. yokes have been distributed among those 
who are not occupied with farming (39.547 persons); 
in this case the average lot of ground allotted to 
each claimant is 1.4 cad. yokes, which is slightly less 
than the average portion allotted to farming people.

The amount of land parcelled out as copyhold 
is, on the average, a good deal more than in the per
vious category. The statistical accounts are based on 
4.681 such "reform-holdings" representing a total of
134.708 cad. yokes' i, e. 29 cad. yokes for each 
"holding". In the course of distribution the State 
received 4.703 cad. yokes, the parishes, towns and 
other municipalities were given 32.487 cad. yokes, the 
farming communities received 56.831 cad, yokes, and 
—-  last — the war veterans ("knights") were given 
25.790 cad. yokes, while the Churches received only 
very insignificant allotment from the land distributed.
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NEW PAPER MILLS IN HUNGARY

It is reported that negotiations are being con
ducted between the paper mill in Szolnok and the 
Farmers' Co-operative Society, the "Hangya”, in order 
to arrange that the latter should partake in the 
management of the mill with a necessary amount of 
capital. — It is a remarkable fact that, in spite of 
the apparent difficulties of the undertaking, the 
establishment of several new paper mills has been 
decided. Thus, for instance, a new paper mill is to 
be established in Szeked with a capital of 1.5 million 
pengo. Regardless of technical difficulties the paper 
manufacturing company Nemenyi in Csepel is to com
plete the building of its cellulose factory within a 
year. The building of this factory will be accelerated 
by the fact that a certain shortage has lately arisen 
in the cellulose supply of Hungary owing to the in- 
accessability of the consignments of foreign firms. At 
present Hungary needs a yearly supply of 4000 wagon
loads of paper cellulose, 2200 being purchased from 
Austria. The German firms have a quota of 1600 
wagonloads, but they have not exported more than 
1160 wagonloads in all; this year, as a matter of fact, 
the total amount exported was not more than 200 or 
300 wagonloads. The new Hungarian factory will thus 
be able to find a market for at least 1500 wagonloads

of cellulose every year. In view of these possibilities 
a new concern — said to be closely connected with 
the paper mill in Szentendre — has decided to erect 
a new cellulose factory near Ercsi with a capital of 
3.5 million pengo, for the production of 1200 wagon
loads a year.
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17% RISE IN TOTAL AMOUNT OF 
HUNGARY’S EXPORTS

The value of Hungary's imports in the first ten 
months of the year amounted to 358.4 (306.3) million 
pengo, while her exports showed a total value of 406.6 
(351.9) millions. As against the excess of exports (45.6 
millions) in January—October last year, this year 
shows an excess of exports amounting to 48.2 millions.

Among the articles imported this year, there is a 
remarkable rise (against the same season last year) in 
raw, planed, and sawn wood, raw mineral oil, raw 
cotton, machines and appliances, while there is a cer
tain decrease in the imports of raw and combed wool, 
and worsted.

Among our export articles there is a remarkable 
rise in wheat, fresh fruit, cattle, butter, and ralway 
cars, while the exports cars, while the exports of lard, 
bacon, cut poultry, malt, and electric machines and 
appliances has suffered a decrease.

The total volume of our foreign trade (imports 
and exports combined) amounted to 658.2 millions in 
the first ten months of last year; this year it amounted 
to a total 106.8 million pengo, that showing an in
crease of about 7°lo i nthe total volume of our foreign 
trade.
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R U M A N I A

“RUMANIA HAS THE POOREST AND 
LOWEST OUTPUT OF THE AGRARIAN 

STATES44

The Rumanian papers, especially the "Curentul" 
(January 28) and the "Universul” (Febr. 10), gave a 
very optimistic account of a lecture given by Prof. 
J. H. Fleur, of Manchester in the "Le Play Society", 
in which the lecturer went so far as to declare that 
"the Rumanian peasant stood far above the level of 
any other peasant people in Central Europe". The 
most poignant reply to this statement was given by 
King Carol II. himself at the annual conference of 
Rumanian Agrarians. "It is a shameful thing", he is 
reported to have said, "that of all the agrarian States 
Rumania has the poorest and lowest agricultural out
put". No comment is needed on this statement.

According to figures given by M, Sasu, Minister 
of Agriculture, in his speech on the Agricultural Bill, 
Rumania’s 19,000.000 inhabitants live in 3,000.000 
dwellings, only 862.675 of which are built of bricks, 
while 73.304 are built of wood, 1,002.556 of loam 
bricks and 40.485 are caves dug in the earth, 36.5'Vo 
of the peasants have no draught animals, 32.5°/» no 
cows and 48.4°/o no pigs ("Naplo” , Feb, 24).
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