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SOVIET RUSSIA AND THE DANUBE VALLEY*
by

Dr. Tibor

T
he interest and the understanding shown by 
Italy in respect of the situation in the Danube 
Valley, combinated with the friendship shown 
by Fascist Italy for my native land, Hun

gary, makes it imperative that I should offer 
Italian public opinion some information concern
ing the burning questions of that country. I am 
therefore delighted to respond to the flattering in
vitation of the lstituto per gli Studi di Politico 
Internazionale: and as subject of the address I 
have been called upon to give I have chosen that

DEVELOPMENT OF SOVIET
For the mighty Russian Empire the Danube 

Valley — and within that Valley the Hungary of 
today —  is of course a very minute point, which 
plays no independent role in the scheme of for
eign policy of that Empire. Russia's attitude 
toward us depends entirely upon the development 
of the general foreign policy of that country. We 
must therefore familiarise ourselves with the ge
neral objects of Russian foreign policy, if we 
would appreciate the moments of that policy of 
interest to us and gauge their importance. It was 
in November, 1917, that the Bolshevik Revolution 
gave birth to Soviet Russia, in the foreign policy 
of which we can distinguish three distinct periods 
sharply marked off from one another.

L THE WORLD REVOLUTION

The first period was that of the primitive 
endeavours towards world revolution the ultimate 
object of which was the world rule of the Bol
shevik proletariat organised by Russia. The pivot 
of Russia's policy during this period was civil war 
between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat. Peace 
at all costs with the capitalist States; but civil 
war at all costs in the several capitalist States. That 
was Lenin's policy, described by Trotzky as a 
state of “ neither peace nor war". In those days
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part of our international problems, which, though 
of immediate interest today, is less well known than 
other moments of our problems. I should like today 
to outline Soviet Russia's policy in the Danube 
Valley, to describe the actual situation and the 
probable consequence, in order to be able to draw 
certain conclusion. My object is not any mere 
desire to bias public opinion, but simply to ob
jectively describe the development of that Russia 
which is already casting a dark shadow over the 
Danube Valley.

RUSSIA’S FOREIGN POLICY
Bolshevik Russia found even neutrality incon
ceivable; while no one dreamed of peaceful sym
biosis with the capitalist countries. In 1918 and 
1919 artificially fomented revolutions shook the 
foundations of Finland and the Baltic States. And 
it was the hand of Russia that stagemanaged the 
tragical Bolshevik coups in Hungary and in Munich 
too. The flower of Russian society was destroyed 
in the heroic struggles against the Bolshevik re
volution; and after a futile struggle lasting two 
years the campaigns of intervention launched by 
certain European countries also lost their sting 
and ended in smoke. The Russian Revolution 
passed through the bloody school of revolutions 
and on the eve of the year 1920 was impelled to 
realise that it was for the moment at least quite 
incapable of securing by force of arms the victory 
of its endeavours towards a world revolution.

The first step towards a liquidation of the 
campaigns of intervention was that taken on 
February 2nd, 1920, when Russia at Tartu con
cluded a treaty of peace with Esthonia. The treaty 
concluded by Russia with that land of self- 
conscious peasants served as an important prece
dent for the future. Similar treaties of peace were 
concluded in succession with Georgia, Lithuania, 
Latvia, Finland, Poland, Turkey, Afghanistan and 
Persia in which those countries —  some of them 
new States —  made Russia acknowledge their in
dependence and their territorial sovereignty. All 
these treaties contain three essential points: — 
1. a declaration of neutrality as determined in 
§§ 5 and 13 of the Hague Convention; 2. guar
antees in respect of non-intervention; 3. an obliga
tion to refuse to recognise or to support insurgent
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groups. What Russia attained under these treaties 
was a cessation of the state of war on the basis of 
the status quo. It had not yet, however, established 
connections with its neighbours; nor had it any 
diplomatic works of defence against a renewal of 
the war.

2. THE PERIOD OF CONSOLIDATION

With March, 1921, began a new period in the 
foreign policy of the Soviet, the development of 
which was ushered in by the Anglo-Russian com
mercial treaty. The campaigns of intervention and 
the counter-revolutions had completely exhausted 
Soviet Russia; the unprecedentedly radical changes 
had completely undermined her economic life and 
the order of production: and to secure a respite 
the Soviet needed foreign capital and foreign 
goods —  needed them to enable it to consolidate 
its system. At home the Soviet introduced a new 
economic policy, establishing the "Nep" for that 
purpose, while in its relations with foreign count
ries it made dramatically pathetic offers to the 
capitalist countries (at the Genoa and Hague Con
ferences) respecting the resumption of commercial 
connections and at the same time carried on a 
humiliating struggle for its recognition of those 
countries. In the meantime the Soviet fought with 
persistent energy to achieve the redintegration of 
the whilom Czarist Empire. It cleverly exploited 
the nationalisms of the various peoples of the 
disintegrated Empire —  playing those nationalism 
off shrewdly one against the other —  until finally, 
in 1923, it brought into being the Union of Soviet 
Republics. Instead of attempting to revolutionise 
the world the main pivot of the Soviet's foreign 
policy now became an endeavour to maintain the 
balance of power —  an endeavour rendered pos
sible by the success achieved in welding together 
the Russian World Empire. Thereby the Russian 
Revolution as of yore the French Revolution too 
—  reached the second period of its existence, in 
which it concentrated all its energy on the organi
sation of a strong and reliable army for the pur
pose of strengthening its power in the Empire it
self. The Russian diplomacy now made it its chief 
business to gain time and to enhance the security 
of the Soviet by means of negotiations and 
treaties.

The Soviet wolf had appeared already in 
1922, in the pacifist sheep's clothing of general 
disarmament, at the Genoa Conference, from which 
it went home with valuable booty in the form of 
the Rapallo Treaty between Russia and Germany 
which amounted practically to an alliance. In the 
same year the Soviet resumed intercourse with 
the Baltic States too; and at the Moscow Con
ference endeavoured to obtain from its neighbours 
guarantees of non-agression. However, these Rus
sian attempts were shipwrecked on the rocks of 
general distrust; indeed, in 1924 the Geneva Pro
tocol was signed, causing the Soviet grave concern. 
Under that Protokol all countries guilty of any 
breach of the League of Nations Covenant were 
made liable to boycott, blockade and collective 
retaliatory measures. The Soviet declared this 
draft scheme to be a British plan to isolate that

country and put it under a blockade; and its mis
givings were furthered agrravated by the Treaty 
of Locarno. This reconciliation of the Occidental 
capitalist countries and the stabilisation of their 
position was by no means to the taste of the Soviet, 
whose chances of provoking a world revolution 
were being frustrated by this peaceful develop
ment.

Shortly after the conclusion of the Treaty of 
Locarno —  in the same year —  Tchitcherin, the 
Soviet's Commissar for Foreign Affairs, left Rus
sia for Paris and Berlin for the purpose of recon
noitring the situation. He strove to find some 
branch in the co-operation of the Western Powers; 
and he would again replace the indefinite, un
certain situation of Russia in international politics 
with a definitive system calculated to bring about 
an equilibrium and definiteness in the relations 
between the Soviet and the outside world. In the 
negotiations for the purpose the Soviet had three 
objects in view: —  1. to erect a barrier in the 
form of agreements with the neighbouring States 
to impede all attacks against Russia; 2. to bring 
about a balance of power between the capitalist 
and the Soviet worlds; 3. to ensure neutrality in 
all conflicts that might arise between the neigh
bouring States and any third Power. The three 
mottoes of the Soviet's security policy were — 
"non-intervention", "non-aggression", "neutrality". 
At this time Moscow was not yet thinking of any 
co-operation or solidarity with the League of Na
tions. Although its policy was not given an aggres
sive tang, the Soviet did not yet believe in the 
possibility of co-operation between the Commu
nist and Anti-Communist worlds.

The most important point in its policy was 
the securing —  both de jure and de facto —  of 
neutrality; and it is this object that inspires a 
whole series of treaties made after 1925 with 
practically all its neighbours. The Soviet succeeded 
in surrounding itself for a period expiring in 1930 
over practically the whole length of its frontiers 
with a belt of countries bound to observe neutra
lity, thus dividing its territory off from the capital
ist countries and thereby ensuring itself against 
every form of attacks from without. The Treaty 
concluded in Paris in 1925 with Turkey secured 
Russia against the danger of an attack through the 
Dardanelles from the sea; and the 1926 Berlin 
Treaty precluded the danger of an attack by 
land coming through the territory of Germany. 
The 1936 Pagham Treaty with Afghanistan made 
it impossible for the British Empire to attack Rus
sia from India; and the Moscow Treaty with 
Lithuania concluded in the same year almost 
brought the Soviet into direct territorial contact 
with the German Empire. In 1929 the Litvinov 
Protocol, which regulated the relations between 
Soviet Russia on the one hand and Poland, Ru
mania, Latvia and Esthonia on the other hand, 
provided for the immediate putting into force of 
the Kellogg Pact.

As the third decade of the present century 
approached, the Soviet surrounded itself with a far- 
reaching system of regional security agreements. 
It was thereby shut off from the capitalist world
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—  by a neutral belt, a veritable diplomatic zone. 
All the treaties in question were exclusively de
fensive in character, securing Soviet Russia from 
attack both by land and by sea. And the Soviet 
now began to approach the question of world re
volution cautiously, employing a technique that 
could easily be repudiated. While employing the 
organisation of the Third International, the Soviet 
simply denied all connection with that organisa
tion wherever its machinations were disclosed. It 
was at this period that Stalin openly proclaimed 
the passivity of the Soviet in international politics, 
making the following statement at the Moscow 
Congress of the Third International: —  "The an
tagonisms existing between the Western capitalist 
countries are so irreconciliable that sooner or later 
there is bound to be a new European War; and 
the policy of the Soviet is to wait patiently for the 
time when the European peoples disgusted with 
the horrors of that new war will fall like ripe fruit 
into the lap of the Soviet." So even in this second 
defensive phase of its policy the Soviet did not 
abandon the hope of world rule; but its tactics 
changed, it being thought more expedient to wait 
than to attack.

3. ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN DIRECTION 
OF INTERNATIONAL POLITICS

What were the causes underlying the abandon
ment in the present decennium of the foreign 
policy of neutrality, isolation and defence pre
viously pursued by the Soviet? How and why was 
the foreign policy of the Soviet reversed in the 
third period, which began in 1933 and still con
tinues today? What was responsible for the nerv
ous and feverish activity of Moscov? and for the 
conclusion of mutual assistance treaties? What 
was it that prevailed upon the lords of Moscow to 
acquiesce in the system of the League of Nations 
of which they had previously spoken so con
temptuously and with such hatred? What has 
made the lords of Moscow so anxious to demand 
a leading role in the direction of the affairs, not 
only of Europe, but of the whole world and to pre
tend to accept the principle of co-operation and 
solidarity with the society of nations? Certainly 
not any humanitarian or constructive intentions, 
the Soviet never having —  even since taking this 
last step —  shown any evidence of such. It was 
considerations of political prestige and the press 
of circumstances that changed the direction of the 
Soviet's foreign policy —  the causes of that change 
of direction reaching back, however, into the pre
vious decade.

As I have noted, the treaties concluded be
tween Moscow and the adjoining States ensures 
the Soviet absolute security against attack. How
ever, the States undertaking the said obligation 
were also Members of the League of Nations and 
had reciprocally — and with third States — con
cluded various treaties, often of an excessively 
complicated character, containing obligations which 
in principle —  and sometimes perhaps in practice 
too — more than once contradicted and crossed 
the intentions and agreements of the Soviet. It be
came more and more evident that if the Soviet

desired to defend its interests, it would have to 
take part in the direction of the affairs of the 
world. As early as 1927 Moscow —  at the Dis
armament Conference —  agreed to a systematic 
co-operation; while the grave dangers making their 
appearance in the Far East —  the expansion of 
Japan, the independence of Manchuria, the eco
nomic and military expansion of Japan in North 
China and Mongolia, the latters threatening the 
situation of the port of Vladivostok, so important 
to Russia —  all alike impelled the Soviet to turn 
to the other European Powers interested in China 
and to the United States of North America and to 
endeavour to find means of common defence based 
on a reciprocity of interests. The radical change 
in the Soviet's views, the conviction of the insuf
ficiency of the methods employed in its foreign 
policy, and the final break with the older tradi
tions, did not however take place until 1933, when 
the accession to power, at the end of January, of 
the National Socialists of Germany brought new 
life into the previously rigid situation in Europe; 
and the unprecedented dynamism permeating the 
Third Empire found its outlet in an armaments 
policy inspired by a tendency becoming ever more 
and more evidently directed against Soviet Russia. 
Although neither of the Parties has yet formally 
denounced the 1926 Berlin Treaty, we may take 
as symptomatic of the real value of pacts of the 
kind the anomalous circumstance that this is the 
only treaty signed by Germany which is still in 
force —  on paper. From the period in question — 
1933 — the foreign policy of the Soviet has suf
fered a whole series of fiascos. As early as Easter, 
1933, Mussolini drafted the text of the Four 
Power Treaty which, had its author's purposes not 
been thwarted, would have diverted the develop- * I

Widespread sympathy was felt in Hungary for 
Viscount Rothermere, the well-known champion of 
Hungary’s righteous cause, on the occasion of the 
death of Lady Rothermere. The sympathy of the 

nation was conveyed to Lord Rothermere by M, Da- 
ranyi, Hungarian Premier, in a telegram on behalf of 
the Hungarian Government. A  telegram of condolence 
was also despatched by M. Francis Herczeg, the 
famous Hungarian autor and President of the Hun

garian Revision League. Lord Rothermere’s reply runs 
as follows:

My dear Mr, Herczeg,

I am most grateful for the very kind message 
of sympathy which you send to me on behalf of 
the members of the Hungarian Revision League. 
I beg to assure you that I deeply appreciate it.

Believe me,
Yours very faithfully,

Rothermere.
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ment of Europe into a peaceful channel and would 
have enabled Europe to avoid the race of arma
ments at present disquieting that Continent. The 
Soviet however found the draft treaty contained 
a danger of isolation and blockade; while it was 
thrown into a state of veritable panic by the treaty 
of friendship concluded in 1924 between Poland 
and Germany.

The Soviet then threw itself energetically 
into the work of re-organising its positions in 
international politics. Early in July, 1933, it con
cluded with its immediate neighbour and with the 
Little Entente States the London Eastern Pact, 
which with its one-sided definition of the term 
"aggressor” set up a separate Little Entente 
security theory in many respects opposed to the 
conception adopted by the European Powers. In 
1934 it in succession renewed the non-aggression 
treaties previously concluded with Latvia, Esthonia 
and Finland, organising as a new element in the 
event of conflicts a "mixed conciliation commis
sion" based upon an idea contained in the Polish- 
Russian non-aggression treaty of 1932. The Soviet 
did not however feel strong enough to face the 
German Empire, which was becoming stronger and 
stronger and was continually breaking the fetters 
of the treaties of peace, and discovered that its 
position as a Power was sufficiently well balanced. 
So in 1934 there ensued the great change; Russia 
was introduced into world politics as a factor of 
great importance, and she was given a chance of 
directing her attacks for the purpose of subverting 
the capitalist world, not from hostile trenches, but 
from the very lines — indeed, actually from be
hind the lines —  of the capitalist countries them
selves.

There were dramatic scenes galore in this 
chapter of world politics, which as Hungary’s 
Delegate to the League of Nations the present 
speaker was privileged to witness. The scene of 
the change of front was the Disarmament Con
ference, at which Russian policy openly adopted 
an anti-German attitude prevented an agreement. 
This deterioration of the situation had been pre
ceded by serious proposals on the part of Ger
many. The German Empire had declared its 
readiness to reduce the strength of its army to
200.000 —  then to 250.000 —  and finally to
300.000 — men; but the obstinacy of Barthou, his
prestige policy and his endeavour to secure 
European hegemony frustrated every attempt to 
agree: Hitler's proposals were rejected point
blank and Germany was eventually left no alter
native but to turn her back on the League of 
Nations. In June, 1934, Barthou also tore off the 
mask and took the Disarmament Conference — 
and the world at large — by surprise with his 
French theory of "collective security", which was 
described as a policy of blockade by Sir John 
Simon, speaking on behalf of the British Deleg
ation, and even by Henderson himself, President 
of the Conference, who spoke with unusual sever
ity when he joined the British Delegate in de
cidedly rejecting the idea. Litvinov was already 
acting as France's noisiest supporter. Moscow, 
which had regarded the honestly defensive Treaty

of Locarno as aggression, now enthusiastically 
endorsed this dangerous theory, the object of 
which was to draw a network of military alliances 
round Germany, in order to perpetuate and make 
unalterable the one-sided situation brought into 
being by the treaties of peace and to compel the 
world to yield to the uncompromising will of the 
Franco-Russian alliance then in process of 
formation.

These antagonisms naturally reduced the Dis
armament Conference to an impasse, — a circum
stance which did not in the least interfere with 
the schemes of Barthou and Litvinov. These men 
chose Poland to act as one of the important pillars 
of their policy of blockade; that was why — with 
loud protestations of the necessity of an Eastern 
Locarno —  Barthou started out from the Quai 
d'Orsay, only to receive unequivocal refusals both 
in Poland and in the Baltic States. Under the wise 
direction of Marshal Pilsudszki Poland had 
gradually thrown off the French leading-strings 
and, situated as she was between the Germany 
and Russian Powers, had already provided for 
her territorial security by non-aggression treaties 
with both countries; she was not in the least in
clined to serve as a mere instrument for the 
realisation of ambitious political schemes which, 
while upsetting the balance of Poland's position, 
were calculated to expose the territory of that 
country to grave dangers and to make Poland pay 
the price of the excesses committed by other 
States.

After all these fiascos — in this situation of 
superfluous embitterment — Benes and Titulescu 
appeared on the scene in the guise of guardian 
angels. Quite recently the Balkan Entente had 
been established; and the new allies exploited the 
agility of the Turkish Foreign Minister, Tewfik 
Riizhdun, to enter into friendly relations with 
Litvinov too. The ambitious foreign ministers of 
Rumania and Czecho-Slovakia believed the chaotic 
situation had latent in it possibilities enabling their 
countries to realise their long-cherished ambition 
of securing the standing of Great Powers. So far 
only Barthou and Litvinov had identified them
selves with the system of "collective security"; 
and any connection between these two far-distant 
factors must have been confined to a resuscitation 
of the pre-War Franco-Russian military alliance 
in the face of which the European Continent would 
have found little difficulty in securing the balance 
of power. But if the Balkan Entente and the Little 
Entente joined the new block, it would be possible 
to establish a dominant system of European 
alliances excluding Great Britain, Italy and Poland 
the central factors and chief pivots of which — 
indispensable links of connection and indeed in 
all propability leading spirits too — might be the 
Czech and Rumanian Foreign Ministers, who were 
in thorough agreement. These two statesmen were 
inspired, apart from the dreams of a standing as 
Great Powers, by an idea very dear to their hearts 
— viz. that under such a system Hungary would 
be left entirely at their mercy and that in con
sequence they need not fear any revision of the 
unjust treaties of peace. That is how the Treaty
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of Trianon that inflicted so much suffering on 
Hungary was made a curse to Europe.

Barthou clutched with both hands at the last 
straw likely to salve his favourite idea and to 
save his prestige and his policy. There was only 
one more step to be taken — the admission of 
Soviet Russia to membership of the League of 
Nations, a step necessary to give the new alliance 
the sanction of the Covenant and a guise likely to 
take the fancy of the Anglo-Saxon world. The two 
great enemies — Germany and Japan — were 
already outside the pale of the League of Nations; 
and if Russia were to enter the League, it would 
be possible gradually to tune the policy of the 
League to antagonism against those two Great 
Powers. Barthou had intended that the act of ad
mission should be celebrated with unprecedented 
pomp and splendour — that an atmosphere of 
unparalleled solemnity should welcome the Russia 
which had formally undertaken solidarity with the 
capitalist world and had deserted the revision 
policy to which she had hitherto adhered to join 
the ranks of the anti-revisionists. Although the 
eminent Swiss Delegate Motta and several other 
scandalised Delegations did indeed prevent the 
act of admission degenerating into a folk festival, 
— to use the words of Dimitrov, the notorious 
Bulgarian communist, — in September, 1934, the 
Trojan horse was introduced into the society of 
nations and was calculated to expose dislocated 
Europe to new dangers of incalculable gravity.

Abandoning the logically constructed defensive 
policy of security which she had followed during 
the previous decennium, Russia adhered now to 
the French system of security as conceived by 
Barthou. So far, however, only shreds of the idea 
have been carried into reality. After the death of 
Barthou, Laval, a statesman with more sense 
for real political ends, only very reluctantly signed 
on May 2nd., 1935, the Franco-Russian milit
ary treaty which formed the first link in the new 
system. I believe I am right in saying that it was 
against his better conviction — under pressure 
from Benes and more particularly owing to 
threats from Titulescu — that Laval signed that 
treaty. In his zeal to serve the interests of Russia 
Titulescu played a double game. In Paris — as 
M. Bure has told us — he threatened that if 
France deserted the Russian alliance, the Little 
Entente would be compelled to try to find another

political orbit —  evidently hinting at sailing into 
German waters. In Rumania, on the other hand, 
—  a country which fought shy of the idea of an 
alliance with Russia — , he declared that for the 
sake of her French ally Rumania must follow the 
lines of Russian policy and must ensure Russia 
the right of marching through Rumanian territory. 
Titulescu's policy completely alienated Poland 
from Rumania and indeed impelled M. Stoyadinov- 
itch, the Yugoslav Premier, to absent himself from 
the Little Entente Conference. In propagating his 
one-sided pro-Russian policy Titulescu went so 
far as to issue jointly with M. Benes —  after the 
Little Entente Conference —  a declaration to the 
effect that "if France and Great Britain were 
short-sighted enough not to do their duty, the 
East will give us men and arms to assist us".

No wonder that Rumania, when she realised 
the consequences of this suicidal policy, very 
curtly dismissed her Foreign Minister. Czecho
slovakia, however, remained caught in the trap 
which she herself had helped to set. Two weeks 
after the conclusion of the Franco-Russian treaty 
Czecho-Slovakia signed a treaty of her own with 
Moscow. And on the same day there came into 
being another Czecho-Russian agreement relating 
to regular air traffic. In a fit of over-zeal Czecho
slovakia hastened to seal the new alliance before 
it had been ratified by France. And when Titulescu 
made his exit, the Czecho-Russian alliance was 
left hanging in the air —  for all the world like the 
tattered remnant of some abortive scheme. All 
that is left of the abortive French system of "co l
lective security" is two treaties —  those between 
Russia and France and Czecho-Slovakia respect
ively —  making Russia the indispensable pillar of 
that system. As to what use the alliances in 
question would be to France in case of need — 
that must be left to the future to show. For Russia, 
on the other hand, the present situation offers 
continuous possibilities —  and the right —  of 
political and military intervention both in Western 
Europe and more particularly in the Danube 
Valley. And that country has opened up new gates 
of access to the shaky building of European order 
and security, not only through the complicated 
machinery of the League of Nations, but also 
through a whole series of mutual assistance 
treaties.

If. IMPORTANCE AND CONSEQUENCES OF CZECHO-SLOVAK-RUSSIAN
ALLIANCE

I would now —  after having offered an out
lined description of the line of development of 
Russian foreign policy —  to investigate in the 
light of that outline the meaning to Europe —  and 
in particular to the Danube Valley —  of the 
Czecho-Slovak-Russian treaty concluded two 
years ago.

The foreign policy of the Soviet is composed 
of three different elements. First, the Soviet deli
berately pursues the policy and imperialistic aims 
of Czarist Russia. Secondly, it supports or rather 
exploits the pan Slav ideology of kindred Slav

races, which is invested with a special glamour 
for them by the thought of racial relationship with 
the powerful and resourceful Russian nation and 
by the romantic emotional temperament of the 
Slav. And, last not least, Soviet policy is a means 
towards world revolution, and aid to Bolshevik 
attempts to organize the world-wide dictatorship 
of the proletariat. These three elements together 
constitute Moscow's foreign policy.

What has driven Czecho-Slovakia into the 
Soviet's arms? The embrace may well prove fatal, 
for it would be hard to say wherein lies the
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greater danger, in a Russian attack or in the 
effective protection of the Red Army. Czecho
slovakia's attitude can only be explained as the 
result of panic. She was brought to this pass not 
only by the steady growth of German power and 
the weakness of her own internal structure, but 
also, and that primarily, by the bad foreign policy 
that for a decade and a half has antagonized each 
of her neighbours, while her friends are far off 
beyond reach. Since the creation of the Republic 
Czecho-Slovakia has insisted and continues to in
sist on the perpetuation of the mistakes made, and 
instead of endeavouring by means of mutual con
cessions to effect a permanent compromise and 
establish friendly relations with her neighbours, 
on the south at least, has entrusted the defence 
of the impossible Czech frontiers, which would re
quire an army of several millions to defend them, 
to the Russian Red Army. Official Czech policy 
finds expression in M. Jan Seba's book “Russia and 
the Little Entente in International Politics". In M. 
Seba's opinion a Czecho-Russian corridor should 
be opened in Southern Galicia; and his book, the 
preface to which was written by M. Krofta, Mi
nister of Foreign Affairs, is overt propaganda for 
the policy which wishes to make Czecho-Slovakia 
a line of march for the Russian Red Army.

The fear of death drives some men to suicide; 
and the official Czech standpoint shows leanings 
in that direction

The anti-European character of the Czecho- 
Russian treaty becomes all the more evident when 
we examine the motives that led the Soviet to sign 
it. Self-defence plays no role among them, for the 
frontiers of Germany and Russia do not touch 
at any point. Russia is separated from Germany 
by countries pledged to neutrality, none of which 
is willing under any circumstances to become a 
battlefield. Besides this, Russia's two most power
ful neighbours, Poland and Rumania, are allies 
of France and can never be the tool of a German 
policy of aggression. And lastly, Russia is a signa
tory of the Kellogg Pact, a member of the League 
of Nations, with access to the protection to which 
every innocently attacked member is entitled. The 
text of the Czecho-Russian pact, however, reveals 
that its real object is not to ensure defence, but 
to provide the possibilities of attack, for along 
with a quite superfluous reference to Articles 15, 
16 and 17 of the Covenant, it binds the contracting 
parties to immediate mutual assistance to be ren
dered irrespective of whether the League pro
nounces a decision or not. The establishment of 
an act of aggression is left to the judgment of the 
two contracting parties, so that in substance the 
pact is identical with the pre-War system of mi
litary alliances of defence and offence. The Czech 
explanation that the pact can never serve aggres
sive aims, since the obligation to render assistance 
becomes operative only if France is involved in 
a military sense, merely proves the opposite. In 
the event of Czecho-Slovakia, an ally of France, 
being attacked without just cause the latter is 
bound to come to her assistance, and in that event 
the Franco-Russian military alliance would auto
matically bring the Russian army to Czecho-Slo-

vakia's aid. There is only one contingency in 
which a separate Czecho-Russian alliance is ne
cessary, viz. if Czecho-Slovakia is desirous to pro
vide Russia with the possibility of interference 
with a view to aggression in Central Europe.

A  demonstrative proof of the thruth of this 
statement is supplied by the Czecho-Russian air 
agreement concluded on the same day as the 
military pact. This air agreement binds the con
tracting parties to establish and equip with ma
terial and technical necessities aerodromes and 
hangars and to place Czecho-Russian air traffic 
under the management of one central administra
tion. To anyone acquainted with the text of that 
agreement the debate as to whether Czecho-Slo
vakia has built 12 airports for Russia's use in the 
Republic or not will seem gratuitous indeed. The 
agreement unconditionally guarantees that Russian 
aeroplanes shall be able to enter and communi
cate in Czecho-Slovakia without let or hindrance. 
And we cannot suppose that a Czecho-Slovakia 
proudly boastful of her scrupulous fulfilment of 
all treaty obligations has committed a breach of 
one which was concluded with such unrestrained 
enthusiasm. This air pact throws an illuminating 
light on the real meaning of the Czecho-Russian 
treaty of alliance, for an alliance with Czecho
slovakia is of no value to the Soviet unless Russ
ian aeroplanes are free to come and go in Cze
cho-Slovakia when they will. The possibility of 
appearing in Central Europe when conflicts threa
ten and of preventing their peaceful solution; the 
opportunity of provoking military action, of creat
ing the desired chaos and at a time chosen by 
Russia of dragging Central Europe, and with it 
the countries of the West, into war: this is what 
the Czech alliance means to the Soviet.

Let no one say that such intentions cannot be 
attributed to the Soviet. The Spanish civil war is 
proof positive of those intentions and a warning 
of what we have to expect. Every country in 
Europe did its best to localise the Spanish civil 
war and prevent intervention. Soviet Russia alone 
opposed this correct attitude and used all its in
fluence to induce France to intervene, a step which 
would have led to the immediate outbreak of 
a new world war in Western Europe. Russia 
wanted that catastrophe to flare up in the West 
in order to be able to hold aloof and watch events 
from a safe distance until the moment arrived 
when she could shape them to suit her ends, when 
a Europe weakened in men a'nd raw materials 
might be laid low by a single blow. It was Gene
ral Kort, Commander of Moscow, who in the June 
of 1935 said: —  „W e shall throw the Red Army 
into the scales to hasten war and revolution, and 
if the proletarian masses of Western Europe do 
not rise voluntarily to establish the dictatorship 
of the proletariat, the Red Army will force that 
dictatorship on them." This was the theory; the 
practice we have seen in Spain, and it is in the 
light of those experiences that we must judge the 
significance of the Czecho-Russian treaty.

Were this not the meaning of the pact, it 
would have no significance at all for Russia. We 
cannot suppose that in the event of an attack on



MARCH, 1937 D A N U B I A N  R E V I E W 9

Russia the Soviet would attach any serious im
portance to Czech military assistance. Russia in 
undertaking the military defence of Czecho-Slo- 
vakia, the most vulnerable country in Europe, has 
assumed enormous responsibility and shouldered 
a heavy obligation. What has Czecho-Slovakia to 
offer in return? What is the reciprocal value hid
den behind the text of the treaty? Is this a S o c ie -  
tas L eonin a  in which one party enjoys all the 
privileges and the other shoulders all the duties? 
Russia does not need Czecho-Slovakia's help. The 
pact is meaningless, unless Russia wants to ensure 
the possibility of military advance and attack in 
the heart of Europe and make Czecho-Slovakia 
a Soviet Air Force basis. To threaten Hitler's 
Reich and, should occasion offer, take revenge on 
it, is the sole meaning of the Czecho-Russian pact. 
But it is also a grave menace to each of the 
Central European countries, to Poland, Rumania, 
Hungary, Austria, Italy, and even Switzerland. 
The Czech assertion that Moscow is the guardian 
of European peace is a bad joke. Moscow's vital 
element is upheaval and through the medium of 
a new world war it aims at world revolution and 
the dictatorship of the proletariat.

What has been the result of the Soviet's 
change of policy in the Danube Valley? Has it 
been to the advantage or disadvantage of those 

• concerned? In my opinion the balance is decided
ly unfavourable especially for those responsible 
for that policy. France has already lost heavily 
on the Russian alliance; her diplomatic situation 
has never been so weak since the war as thanks 
to that treaty it is now. Owing to the pact with 
Russia the only serious safeguard of French 
security, Locarno, has failed and deprived of its 
supports French foreign policy, is forced to walk 
in British leading-strings. With the failure of Lo
carno France has also lost the valuable guaran
tees given in this treaty by Italy; and Belgium, 
realizing the grave danger inherent in the Soviet 
alliance, has broken away from the leaders of 
French foreign policy. Rumania is beginning to 
return to the idea of a defensive alliance with 
Poland as one which would better serve her in
terests; there, too French influence has weakened, 
and the antipathy felt for Soviet Russia is also 
driving Yugoslavia away from an almost exclusi
vely Francophile policy and turning her towards 
Italy and Germany. In direct ration to the dete
rioration of France's position in foreign politics 
has progressed the deterioration of her domestic 
situation. This was foreseen by the great French 
soldier, Marshall Petain: — ,,In offering our hand 
to Moscow" — he said — ,,we have offered it to 
Communism. We shall soon have reason to regret 
it." Since these words spoken many an honest 
Frenchman has had the opportunity to realize 
their truth. And should France ever stand in need 
of the Soviet's assistance, I wonder what she 
might expect in exchange for the many sacrifices 
she has made. For France's sake, and for the sake 
of the rest of Europe, I hope the day will never 
come when we shall require an answer to that 
question.

Of what advantage has the pact with the

Soviet been to its other partner, Czecho-Slovakia? 
France s foreign political position has been merely 
weakened, but Czecho-Slovakia s has grown pe
rilous. Little Entente cohesion in the first line of 
defence of Czecho-Slovak security has unquestio
nably grown looser. Yugoslavia rigidly refuses to 
countenance Czecho-Slovakia's links with Russia, 
and even Rumania shows considerable aversion. 
Improvement in the relations between Hungary 
and Yugoslavia, on the other hand, has been fur
thered by agreement of opinion on the subject of 
Soviet Russia, and for this, the only advantage to 
us of the Czeco-Russian alliance, I tender my 
grateful acknowledgement. The hospitality accor
ded by Czecho-Slovakia to Russia precludes the 
possibility of friendly relations between the Re
public and Germany; and it is no wonder that 
every guardian of German security looks upon 
Czecho-Slovakia as the greatest enemy of the 
German Reich. Poland, threatened in the rear 
through Czecho-Slovakia, is also antagonistic, and 
I do not believe that the sympathy felt by the 
Anglo-Saxon world for Czecho-Slovakia has been 
augmented by her intimate relations with the 
Soviet. The Czecho-Russian alliance automatically 
creates a natural unrest among the armies of all 
neighbour States and puts them on the defensive 
against the threatened danger. At the same time 
it exposes Czecho-Slovakia to the peril that in the 
first hour of any conflict in the neighbourhood a 
race would begin between the Russian and German 
forces for first possession of the ridges of the 
Carpathians. In that event the only thing that 
would save Czecho-Slovakia from becoming the 
theatre of war would be if the German army 
occupied the Republic in the shortest possible 
time. And since Germany has fortified the Rhine
land the odds are that this is what will happen.

During the world war Dr. Masaryk's wisdom 
as a statesman manifested itself in that, turning 
away from the then promising Russian orientation, 
he based his political calculations on the support 
of the Great Powers in the West. He knew well 
that once the liberating armies of the Czar occu
pied Prague they would never evacuate it. Are 
the prospects better, I ask, now that to the im
perialism of Czarist Russia have been added the 
aims of the dictatorship of the proletariat? And 
what would happen to Czecho-Slovakia with its 
well organized German minority, three and a half 
millions strong, in the event of a war between 
Russia and Germany? How would the Sudeta 
Germans welcome the armies of the R eich  on 
their march against the Reds — as enemies? or 
with flags and bunting as liberators? What would 
the Catholic Slovaks say to the land of their for
bears being turned into a military basis for the 
Red Army? and would not the large number of 
Hungarians in Czecho-Slovakia regard Russian 
occupation as an intolerable burden? Even the 
Czech Parties view the situation with inward dis
satisfaction, to a certain extent with avowed dis
approval, and they are incapable of understanding 
what advantages attend the provocative attitude 
displayed by Czech foreign policy.
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On the other hand, the official thesis as ex
pounded by Dr. Benes is that maintenance of 
peace in the Danube Valley concerns Europe as 
a whole. This is true, but the question is, to what 
extent? Who would be willing, for instance, to 
go to war in order to help Soviet Russia gain a 
footing in the Danube Valley? And even if it 
does concern Europe as a whole to see that peace 
is maintained in the Danube Valley, Czecho
slovakia might also be expected to do something 
in the interests of that peace by eliminating, in
stead of adding, the artificially fostered dangers 
of war. Prague, after all, is 1300 kilometres nearer 
Europe than the most western Russian air basis 
in Kiew. By offering herself as the basis of a 
Russian attack and by entrusting the defence of 
her frontiers to the Russian Red Army, Czecho
slovakia has assumed a wellnigh intolerable bur
den of responsibility to the whole of Europe.

In the course of our history we Hungarians 
have been exposed to great dangers. We have had 
to stand firm against invasions and the attacks of 
superior forces from East and West. But we have 
always relied on our own strength for the defence 
of our independence, nay, of Europe;we fought 
and bled very often instead of others. Official 
Czech policy wants to place Europe under an 
obligation to defend Czecho-Slovakia's interests 
instead of doing so itself. Collective security as 
interpreted by Czecho-Slovakia means that Europe 
as a whole is bound to take up arms in defence 
of her security. In her new role, which she has 
taken over from us, as defender of the Carpathians 
against Russian invasion, Czecho-Slovakia is far 
from reassuring; and her latest standpoint is any
thing but a welcome change so far as Europe is 
concerned. The official Czech point of view may 
go far towards convincing the world of the faults 
of the present arrangements. For it cannot serve 
any of Europe's interests to perpetuate at the cost 
of heavy sacrifices and serious risks the present 
system with all its injustices so mistakenly created 
in Trianon. The only way Czecho-Slovakia can ful
fil her mission well is if she fits into her natural 
setting and instead of seeking remote and risky 
friendships, creates a fair and tolerable situation 
for her immediate neighbours. Instead of pursu
ing a will-o-the-wisp policy of imperialistic ambi
tions she must adopt a feasibe Danube Valley 
policy; instead of striving after an unattainable 
hegemony in the Danube Valley, she must effect 
an honest compromise with her neighbours by 
creating conditions making co-operation possible 
on the basis of the Rome Pact, which, even in a 
general European sense, has proved a success.

Hungarian public opinion is compelled to 
protest against the dangers lurking in the Czecho- 
Russian military alliance, and I take this opport
unity of formally stating that protest. The Carpa
thians are our Brenner. This is the lesson taught by 
a thousand years of campaigns. The present situa
tion is intolerable; for at any moment it is pos
sible for the Russian forces to enter the valleys of 
the Danube and the Tisza unhindered and maintain 
a Red Air Force in readiness to attack at a 
distance of only 30 kilometres from Budapest.

Were Yugoslavia to follow Czecho-Slovakia's 
example Russian airports would stretch from Susak 
to Cattaro, a thing Italy would surely find in
tolerable, though even then her position would not 
be so bad as ours. The outlook for Hungary is that 
she will be the high road and battlefield of the 
Russian forces; for unless the Red Army throws 
itself on Poland, the Great Plain of Hungary offers 
the only strategic possibility for the concentration 
of a force numbering millions. Rumania's holding 
aloof is no guarantee for us, for Rumania has 
neither the will nor the power to prevent by force 
of arms the passage of Soviet troops. At the best 
a futile protest is all that is to be expected from 
that quarter. Thus, thanks to Czecho-Slovakia’s 
mistaken policy, Hungary is threatened with the 
danger of becoming the centre of a conflict in 
which she is not immediately concerned. For fifteen 
years the world has been kept in a ferment of 
excitement by the problem —  often artificially 
raised —  of the security of certain countries. Well, 
there also exists the problem of Hungary's secur
ity, even if we do not ring the alarm-bell every 
now and then or keep Europe in a state of ex
citement about it.

So far the world at large, and Italy in 
particular is concerned, the important thing about 
the Czecho-Russian treaty is that by means of it 
a serious organic defect has crept into the political 
structure of the Danube Valley. It is not I who 
say so, but Herr Hitler, who in his speech of 7th 
March 1936 declared that as a result of the 
Czecho-Russian treaty "Military factors have been 
introduced into Central Europe that have upset 
the European balance of power".

Peaceful development and prosperity among 
the peoples of the Danube Valley cannot be 
imagined otherwise than through the autonomous 
organization of the nations living there. And from 
a European point of view the Danube Valley, set 
like a buffer between Germany and Russia, will 
not be able to fulfil its mission properly if it 
allows itself to be attached to the leading-strings 
of any one Power, but only if, its independence 
safeguarded in every direction, it forms the real 
keystone to the European balance of power. If 
Czecho-Slovakia has the right to admit Soviet 
Russian forces into the Danube Valley, then 
Germany, on the principle of a nation's right to 
self-defence, cannot be kept out of it. And then 
what is going to happen to that flourishing region? 
The only right path of real politics for the peoples 
of the Danube Valley has been marked out in the 
Rome Pact, which has linked Austria and Hungary 
to Italy with ties of steadfast friendship. In principle 
the possibility of joining that Pact is cpen to the 
rest of the Danube Valley nations; but Czecho
slovakia with her Russian connections has turned 
her back on that system and the danger zone in 
Europe has grown considerably wider in con
sequence.

Soviet Russia has already passed through the 
romantic era of her revolution. She has also gone 
through a fatiguing period of preparation and 
recuperation. But the inner tension and the terrific 
concentration which for two decades have driven
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a nation of 140 million souls to ever increasing 
efforts will manifestly drive the Soviet towards 
expansion, conquest and the salvation of the world 
at the point of the sword; it will make Russia enter 
the path taken after a similar development by the 
French Revolution led by Napoleon. But to this 
comparison, to this vision of the furies of war let 
loose, we must add the stark spectre of Red 
Bolshevism attacking the nations and armies of 
Europe, not only with a frontal attack, but also 
in the rear and in their midst, with all the weapons 
of civil war than which no more terrible exist.

This would be the death struggle of European and 
Christian civilization; and in all probability Hun
gary would be the first station on the path of 
destruction. We shall do our level best to avert 
this calamity, but come what may, we shall do 
our duty. The full weight of responsibility will 
rest on those who from exaggerated egoism and 
wanton pride have brought about the present chaos 
in Europe and are still unwilling to acknowledge 
their mistake, even now when the eleventh hour 
is drawing to a close.

— y  —

THE HUNGARIAN QUESTION FROM 
GEO- AND ETHNOPOLITICAL POINT OF VIEW

by
Dr. Andrew Moraveh

(Continued.)

The general situation of Rumania is slightly 
more favourable than the situation of Czecho
slovakia; but that all is not well here either, 
is proved by the folloving words written by 
another German geopolitician, Walter Vogel, who 
cannot under any circumstances be charged 
with being prepossessed in favour of Hungary.8 
The Greater Rumania created by the Great War, 
whose area is more than twice what it was pre
vious to the War, looks on the political map — 
with its almost perfectly round shape —  like a 
model well-rounded national State. But this ap
pearance is peculiarly deceptive. An orographical 
map —  and a map showing the density of popu
lation in particular —  would at the first glance 
prove that the new State lacks unity in respect of 
communications and economically too, —  a cir
cumstance revealed at once by the exceptionally 
eccentric situation of the Capital. The Eastern 
Carpathians and more particularly the Transyl
vanian Alps, with their thinly populated mountain 
forests and their lack of passes serving for com
munication purposes, completely cut off the Ru
manians of Transylvania from the Rumanians of 
Wallachia and Moldavia; and even if we presume 
that in these days of railways this circumstance is 
not of such importance as it would have been in 
earlier times, we must nevertheless reflect that — 
apart from the lines leading from the Banate 
through the Danube valley and from East Buko- 
vina through the Szereth valley —  there are only 
three railway lines (comprising a total length of 
roughly 600 kilometres) connecting Transylvania 
and West Bukovina. Political importance attaches 
also to the fact that Central, Western and North- 
Western Transylvania and the Banate belong in 
respect of communications in reality to the Hun
garian Basin, whereas Wallachia, Moldavia and

8 Vogel, W .: „D a s  neue E u ropa  und seine h istorisch - 
geograp h isch en  G ru n d lagen ”  (2nd Ed. B on n — L eip z ig , 1923. 
M , S ch roed er ), p. 220.

Bessarabia gravitate in the opposite direction — 
towards the estuary of the Danube, where the most 
important highways of traffic meet at the lowest 
bend of that river, near Galatz. At the outset, 
naturally, . . .  in their intoxication of delight at 
having at last attained national unity, the Ruma
nians betrayed an inclination to forget old anta
gonism. But the latter very soon began to come 
again to the forefront and to make considerable 
headway, particularly owing to the divergences in 
social condition and in education being accen
tuated. There can be no doubt that on the average 
the Rumanian of Transylvania is far superior to 
his compatriots living in the Regat (Older Ru
mania)."

We might add that Rumania herself is today 
to a very considerable extent a “nationality State". 
The Rumanians (by race) constitute 73.1% of the 
total population; the respective quota of the Ger
mans, who are far ahead of the Rumanians cult
urally and are very wealthy too, being 4.3%, that 
of the Magyars, who also possess a very high 
standard of culture, being 7.7%, and that of the 
Jews, who play a dominant part in the economic 
life of the country, being 4.6%. We must not for
get, moreover, the delicate situation of the State 
in international politics. Rumania is practically 
surrounded on all sides and is directly adjacent to 
States (Russia, Hungary, Bulgaria) from which she 
has received large areas of territory the ethnical 
character of which is very open to dispute — 
States with which she has therefore a conflict that 
is not merely temporary, but is necessarily per
manent in character.

X

The third of the Succession States, Yugo
slavia, is also by no means ideal from a geopoli
tical point of view. Its natural frontiers leave much 
to be desired; the State has no natural centre; 
and there can be no talk of the country being a
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unit in respect of communications, if only because 
the new State was expanded by the addition of 
a number of territories originally belonging to 
other countries which in respect of communications 
has been parts of the respective blood circulations 
of several independent States. The distribution of 
population in quite desultory.0 There are enormous 
difficulties also in ethnopolitical respects. Accord
ing to Vogel, ‘ ‘the nationality question is of de
cisive importance for the future of Yugoslavia. 
Though it is true that about three-quarters of the 
total population of 11.6 million souls belong to 
the three leading peoples —  Serbians, Croatians 
and Slovenes —  which have given the kingdom its 
nam e. . . A ll depends upon whether the three 
leading Slav peoples —  and in particular the 
Serbians and Croatians —  will prove able to 
bring about mutually tolerable relations, A  retro
spective survey of history shows us that such an 
issue is barely probable, even were the Serbians 
really prepared to exercise moderation. We must 
not forget that the antigonism is primarily a re
ligious one, —  and that is a point on which 
peoples usually take confoundedly seriously: it is 
therefore very doubtful whether the attempts at 
fraternising being made by masses possessing a 
very low standard of intelligence will prove able 
to bridge over the great gulf fixed between Ortho
doxy and Catholicism which is at the same time 
the chasm separating Balkan-Oriental and Central 
European culture?.. .  Moreover, there is no unity 
even among the Serbians themselves. For the 
Serbians were also originally members of two dif
ferent States —  Serbia and Montenegro —  before 
they were absorbed in the new Yugoslav Union. 
In the second half of the nineteenth century Mon
tenegro was frequently found acting as a rival to 
Serbia in international politics . . , But in this 
case it is not a question merely of dynastic antag
onisms; the Montenegrins themselves have a na
tional consciousness of their own which refuses to 
allow them to submit unresistingly to the dictator
ship of the Serbians —  a national consciousness 
which until quite recently was reflected in bloody 
guerilla warfare . .  ,“ * 10

It should be added that the situation of Yugo
slavia —  wedged in as she is between Bulgaria, 
Italy and Hungary —  is also anything but ideal: 
and that completes the picture of the consequences 
brought about by the Treaty of Trianon.

*
No wonder that the difficulties of the Succes

sion States outlined above, combined with the 
struggles for existence of the Hungary and the 
Austria reduced to utter incapacity by the treaties, 
should have made the stronghold of the Danube 
Basin more and more the focus on international 
politics. But instead of admitting the outrages on 
nature and common sonse committed in the Treaty 
of Trianon or in the consciousness of the mistakes 
committed taking energetic steps to restore order

6 F o r  this qu estion  and the sim ilar qu estion  in for 
Rumania, see  A n d rew  R on a i’ s tw o instructive diagram s 
an n exed  to  the w ork  a lrea d y  re fe rred  to.

10 Op. cit., pp . 268— 69.

in the Danube Valley, the West has restricted its 
activity to the invention of new catchwords or the 
revival of older ones —  e. g. economic co-opera
tion, Central European Pact, Danube Confedera
tion, etc. —  or (what is even worse) to the petri
faction in a specious form of the existing order. 
The attitude of Hungary towards these experi
ments has been expressed in classic terms by 
Count Stephen Bethlen as follows:

" , . .  Until then we Hungarians will work and 
v/ait with patience-ready to create normal econo
mic relation with all our neighbours even if we 
have to make sacrifices for that purpose. But till 
that moment we are unable to join any economic 
or political bloc beyond this scope, and all en
deavours are in vain to construe schemes in this 
direction until by a just partition real peace and 
friendship shall be established in the Danube 
Basin. Co-operation is possible only between 
sincere friends. A  scheme of co-operation in which 
all the interested parties join with mental reserva
tions has no real basis and is doomed from the 
outset to disruption. The magyar people is much 
too outspoken and fair-minded to pass over this 
truth in silence or to join in such a game. If by 
a just partition sincere reconciliation can be at
tained, the co-operation of the peoples of the 
Danube Basin will be realised quite automatically 
because it is the necessary sequel of their natural 
evolution and because the various races will be 
able to trust each other, which to-day they are 
far from being able to do.

The Tardieu plan, the scheme of a Danube 
confederation, as well as a long line of other 
variations, are all suffering from a common di
sease: they are ecnomic conceptions which, how
ever, do not solve the economic problems, having 
been born in a bed of political mental reservations 
— or we may describe them also as political 
schemes appearing in the outer form of economic 
conceptions. Practically all of them have the 
sphere of interest of the Little Entente, by offer
ing to this country superficial economic favours, 
without, however, previously satisfying her right
ful demands of a fair and just revision of the 
Peace Treaty."11

This claim to revision on the part of Hungary 
has nothing of the imperialistic about it; the Hun
garians have merely adopted the principles which 
are said to have been applied against their country 
in the Treaty of Trianon, —  merely accepted the 
principle laid down in that Treaty that the peo
ples of the Danube Basin must be ensured the un
restricted right of self-determination. According 
to the attitude adopted by the Hungarian Frontier 
Re-adjustment League, the Hungarian social or
ganisation best entitled to express an opinion on 
the subject, is that Hungary on the basis of the 
right of self-determination of the peoples demands 
the re-annexation to her of the territories in 
which the majority of the inhabitants are 
Magyars, at the same time desiring that in the 
territories with mixed populations a plebiscite

11 B eth len , C ount Stephen : T h e T reaty  o f  T rian on  
and E u rop ean  P eace, F ou r  lectures. L on d on — N ew -Y ork . 
1934. L ongm ans, G reen  an d  C o. pp . 175— 176.
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should be held to decide to which State those ter
ritories wish to belong. The Hungarians expect the 
acceptance of these fundamental principles to 
result in the nationalities arbitrarily torn from 
Hungary without being consulted either returning 
to their former allegiance to Hungary or choosing 
independence and by living in peaceful co-opera
tion and on terms of equality with the Hungarians 
(Magyars) restoring the peaceful conditions once 
ruling in the Danube Basin which have been 
destroyed by the peace treaties and thereby ensur

ing, not only their own existence, but in all pro
bability also the security and the tranquillity of 
Europe generally, one of the strongest pillars of 
which —  a pillar which stood firm and unshakable 
for a thousand years —  the Basin of the Carpa
thians —  was thrown by the shortsightedness of 
the treaty-makers at the mercy of those miniature 
imperialisms which have replaced the “ Pax Hun- 
garica“ that for a thousand years held its own in 
that territory with a state of “ bellum omnium 
contra omnes“ that they would fain make perpetual.

ANGLO-SAXON PUBLIC OPINION AND 
THE HUNGARIAN WAR OF INDEPENDENCE

by

JElemer Szudy
This year too — as every year — all Hungary, 

even the remotest villages, celebrated with due pomp 
the Idus of March, the Day of Liberty connected so 
closely in the grateful memory of posterity with the 
names of Louis Kossuth, the great statesman, and 
Alexander Petofi, the world-famed poet. It is these 
two men and the figure of Francis Rakoczi II., Prince 
of Transylvania, that express most profoundly the 
Hungarian ideal of Liberty, which — apart from in
culcating respect for the ancient Hungarian Constitu
tion, a Charter of liberty as old as the Magna Charta
— comprises the totality of human rights and all the 
constructive substance created by a noble historical 
evolution.

The Hungarian idea — which to us Hungarians 
means at all times the political independence of our 
thousands-years-old Hungarian State — during the 
whole course of its stormy history probably came 
nearest to the almost inaccessible meridian of the 
understanding sympathy of the Anglo-Saxon peoples 
during the War of Independence of 1848/49 and the 
events that immediately followed that struggle. The 
generations of today probably do not realise what the 
name of Louis Kossuth meant in respect of liberty and 
democracy in the Great Britain and even in the United 
States of yore, — do not realise that the exiled Hun
garian champion of freedom already represented — 
in his opinions and in the speeches which he then made 
in England and America — a world tendency which is 
still the lodestar of the countries living under the pro
tection of a democratic constitution and still inspires 
the thought founded on the individual rights of man. 
We might have spoken of it as "view of life” ; but we 
have deliberately avoided that term, knowing as we 
do the practical attitude towards life of Englishmen 
and Americans,

No one in the pre-War period represented the 
Hungarian idea so forcibly in foreign countries as did 
Louis Kossuth. Who was this marvellously strong man 
endowed with such divine gifts? Louis Kossuth was to 
Hungary what perhaps Cromwell was to England, — 
the inspirer and representative of popular forces 
springing from gigantic depths which had slumbered 
for centuries in the depths of history and were sud
denly roused to life, consciousness and power by his 
genius and the irressistible pathos of his active spirit. 
Both these men entered the lists on behalf of liberties
— in both cases with a rigid majesty of selflessness

that makes their respective nations still raise them to 
a lofty pedestal of worship and adoration.

The century and a half of Turkish occupation de
prived Hungary of almost two-thirds of her population 
and thereby of the bulk of her vital energies; the Low
lands — formerly a veritable Canaan — were con
verted into a Sahara. And the losses in blood and 
force which Hungary had suffered were not in any way 
neutralised by the more than three centuries of Habs- 
burg rule that followed — a rule that indeed aggravat
ed and made more fatal in their ultimate effect those 
losses; for instead of using every effort to strengthen 
the Hungarian population still left in the country and 
to reinforce and re-construct the pure Hungarian 
territory liberated from the Turkish yoke, the lords 
of Vienna resorted to an incomprehensibly fatuous 
policy disastrous to the dynasty too and turned against 
the Hungarian nation which stood for the State and 
jealously guarded its ancient Constitution,

This tendency manifested itself in two directions. 
First of all it showed itself in an economic and 
political oppression of the Hungarian population left 
in the country; and secondly in the settlement in the 
Country of foreign elements whose chief object in life 
Was to be to oppose the historical development of 
Hungary and to defy the Hungarian cause. This was 
the policy initiated by Cardinal Kollonitch, the all- 
powerful Chancellor of the Monarchy, It was at this 
period that the most fertile and richest Hungarian 
territories were sequestered by hundreds of thousands 
of Swabian, Serbian and Rumanian settlers.

Louis Kossuths War of Independence raised these 
masses of foreign race also into full possession of the 
Hungarian national rights achieved by him. On March 
14th., 1848, the Pozsony Hungarian Diet of the Estates 
proclaimed the complete equality of all Hungarian 
nationals and within the short space of one hour 
renounced all its ancient privileges. There was no 
exception. All persons alike were given a share in the 
new Constitution — Magyars, Germans, Slovaks, 
Serbians, Rumanians and Ruthenians; and that the 
significance of the innovation was fully appreciated 
and grasped by the masses too is shown by the fact 
that when the new Constitution had to be defended by 
armed resistance against the resuscitated absolutism of 
Vienna, not only Magyars, but Swabians, Slovaks and 
Ruthenians too flocked to join the standards of 
Kossuth and Gorgey. Apart from certain exceptions
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the Serbians and Rumanians did not do so. They were 
in the service of the Vienna Cabal ("Camarilla” ), ris
ing in arms to interrupt the struggle for independence 
waged against Vienna by Kossuth.

The great international importance and influence 
of this struggle the same circles endeavoured then and 
are endeavouring today — proving that their historical 
sight suffers from a constant optical delusion — to 
obscure in the eyes of the public opinion of Europe 
and America alike. They are incapable of admitting 
that the Each—Schmerling system introduced after the 
overthrow of the Hungarian struggle for independence 
inflicted its oppressive methods just as much on the 
Rumanian and Serbian inhabitants of Hungary as it 
did on the Magyars. And indeed the former have 
continued to share in the Hungarians' fate in their 
post-Trianon situation too. Why is it out of the ques
tion in the Danubian territory to come to any economic 
or political agreement? and why is it that at the same 
time unceasing unrest is found to prevail, not only 
in Central Europe, but also in the international 
political situation generally? The laws governing geo
graphical symbiosis make it imperatively urgent to 
effect a change in the present situation of those peoples 
which have fed abundantly on the inheritance of St. 
Stephen, unless they wish to be swallowed up them
selves by the maelstrom of common annihilation and 
collective destruction.

The triumph won by the Hungarian War of Inde
pendence in 1849 was only an abstract one; for the 
"national defence" army which had always defeated 
Austria was overwhelmed. The hosts of Czar Nicholas' 
I. summoned to Austria's assistance numbered more 
than 200.000 men. Under the conditions then prevailing 
this v/as an enormous army; its overwhelming numeric
al superiority enabled it to force its way through the 
Carpathians for the common defence of the Dynasties 
united in the Holy Alliance and to compel the war
riors of liberty who had fought so heroically in the 
cause championed by Kossuth and Gorgey to surrender 
on the field of Vilagos.

The Austrian commander-in-chief, Haynau "of the 
bloody hands", who "wound up" the victory in Hung
ary after the departure of Prince Pashkievitz from that 
country, — and indeed in all probability the Vienna 
Court too — , believed that the idea of an independent 
Hungarian State had perished too on the field of 
Vilagos. They were mistaken. This, idea had always 
throughout the course of the centuries been a living 
reality, — even when it seemed for the moment to 
lack all appearance of reality. This was the idea which 
Kossuth took with him into exile;and it was this Hun
garian idea that was welcomed so solemnly in 1851 
by the inhabitants of Southampton, when Kossuth 
arrived in that town from Kiutahia in Asia Minor on 
a ship placed at his disposal by the American Govern
ment. And it was this idea that passed in triumph on 
the eloquent lios of Kossuth through London and 
Birmingham and Manchester etc., the Hungarian patriot 
everywhere receiving a reception usually accorded to 
sovereigns only.

For diplomatic reasons which it is easy to under
stand the British Government itself and official Eng
land were unable to take any part in the celebration 
of Kossuth and the Hungarian cause; but the annalists 
of history have recorded the feelings and the thoughts 
of that Government and of the opinion of the Hungar
ian question held by Lord Palmerston, the British 
Foreign Secretary.

The exceptional position enioyed bv Louis Kossuth 
in the exile is shown, not only by his having for years 
been permitted to freely continue his political activity, 
but also by the bearing of the British Government in

the so-called "Haynau Affair" (Haynau was insulted 
by the crowd when he landed in England).

When in 1852 Louis Kossuth transferred the scene 
of his activity for a short period to American soil, 
there was a repetition on an even more intensive scale 
(if that is really conceivable) of the demonstrations of 
sympathy for the great Hungarian. The Government 
of the Union waived all reserve and had Louis Kos
suth, one of the greatest heroes of liberty in the world, 
taken to the Capitol in Washington, where during a 
session of Congress he made a brilliant speech from 
one of the benches. His speech, recorded in the Minutes 
of Congress, had an exceptionally great effect; and 
afterwards the Hungarian patriot was taken in a 
veritable triumphal procession through the United 
States. Probably only General Lafayette, the French 
hero of the American War of Independence received 
such great honour, was shown so much respect in the 
territory of the Union as was Louis Kossuth.

At that time Hungary could justly say that 
through the person of Louis Kossuth she had been 
accorded the affection of the whole Anglo-Saxon 
world. And may be the Hungarian question would 
have become a European problem, had not the Crimean 
War intervened — a war in which Austria turned her 
back on Russia and thus made it easier for the 
Western Powers to wiin a victory over the Czar of' 
the North, Austria's defection had to be rewarded; 
and the bill was paid out of Hungary's pocket. That 
was not the first case of such procedure; nor was it 
the last. The heaviest bill of the Great War was also 
presented to Hungary — to that Hungary whose Prime 
Minister, Count Stephen Tisza, to the very last moment 
most vehemently opposed the outbreak of hostilities, 
since he saw that the only possible result of an armed 
conflict was a catastrophe that would shake the found
ations of the whole world.

What Hungary desired was peace; but she was 
nevertheless treated to a war still being waged against 
her with unrelating bitterness today — fifteen years 
after the conclusion of peace!! The means of warfare 
are different indeed; but the results are just as hor
rible. Hundreds of Hungarians are being ruined 
and annihilated today, not by shalls and bullets, but 
by- the blows inflicted by that pernicious minority 
policy which is raging with unmitigated violence in all 
the former Hungarian territories wrested by force from 
the mother country and particularly in Rumania, 
where an attempt is being made to deprive the Hun
garians. not only of their language, religion, schools, 
and political and personal liberty, but also of their 
last crust of bread.

The idea in the cause of which we appeal to the 
public opinion of the Anglo-Saxon peoples, is once 
more that of human liberty, — of the liberty of three 
and a half million Hungarians thrown into the most 
monstrous bondage and the most humiliating thraldom 
by the Treaty of Trianon.

We demand that they should be granted the same 
rights and the same possibilities of livelihood as are 
enjoyed by the other nationals of the States in which 
they live. We demand that the new rulers to whose 
control millions of Hungarians have been allotted by 
the new frontiers shall fulfil the obligations towards 
those Hungarians.

The carrying into effect of the provisions of 
the Minority Treatys was guaranteed by the Great 
Powers — including Great Britain too. The Hungarians 
feel that in the desperate situation of their racial 
brethren — particularly in view of the memories of 
Louis Kossuth still alive in England — they are not 
guilty of any want of tact in calling attention to that 
guarantee.



AN ENGLISH TRAVELLER SPEAKS 
OF COUNT STEPHEN SZECHENYI’S 

IMMORTAL WORK
(MARGINAL NOTES ON THE PROFANATION OF THE SZECHENYI

TABLET ON THE LOWER DANUBE)
by

Frederich Endrodi

T
he December, 1936, issue of the "Danubian 

Review" published original photographs 
showing the damage done to the Lower 
Danube Memorial by the Rumanians. The 

Rumanians were indignant that the tablet on the 
rocky walls should proclaim the epoch-making 
achievement of Count Stephen Szechenyi, the 
"greatest Hungarian” , in making the Lower Danube 
navigable. It went against their grain that the 
Memorial Tablet should constantly remind the 
passengers of Danube steamers of Szechenyi’s 
great work: so they had Szechenyi's name
obliterated.

Lest we should be accused of one-sidedness, 
we would refer to the opinion of Szechenyi’s 
achievement voiced by an eyewitness whose very 
nationality is sufficient to guarantee his complete 
objectivity in the matter. We refer to Michael 
Joseph Quin (1796— 1843),* the English traveller 
and journalist who made repeated journeys 
through many countries of Europe and then re
corded his impressions either in English periodicals 
or in independent works. His objectivity is certified 
also by the semi-official character of his visit, the 
object in view being to supply the British Gevern- 
ment with information on certain questions.2 His 
adventurous journey through Hungary is described 
in the book called "A  Steam Voyage down the 
Danube’ ’.3 On September 24th., 1834, he arrived 
in Budapest, continuing his journey from that city 
— after a short rest —  by steamer to the Black 
Sea. The greatest surprise he experienced was 
that caused by the regulation works on the Lower 
Danube then proceeding with feverish haste. To 
quote his own words, "The echoes of these deton
ations resounding among the mountains and along 
the waters, gave peculiar interest to the scene;

* S ee D iction a ry  o f N ational B iograp h y , V o l. X L V II. 
2 S ee  Fest, Sandor: —  ,,A n g o lo k  M ag ya rorsza gon  a 

R e form k orsza k ban , 1825— 48 . . . " ,  p. 43.
3 Quin, Michael J.: — „A Steam Voyage down the 

Danube” (London, 2 vols.).

they spoke of enterprise and industry well applied, 
and were the harbingers of national prosperity, 
civilisation and happiness."4

The motor force of the whole work was the 
great Hungarian Reformer, Count Stephen Szeche
nyi, who "was now actively engaged in super
intending the works going on upon the Danube, 
which were entirely the result of his public spirit 
and his indefatigable perseverance".5 6 Szechenyi 
knew well what the introduction of steam navig
ation on the Danube meant both commercially and 
politically; that is why he considered it imperative
ly urgent that the Danube should be regulated, 
that being the only means of enabling Hungary to 
open up connections also with the far-distant 
countries of the East. "The enterprise was origin
ated by the Count, w<ho, at an early period of his 
life, plainly perceived the great advantages that 
would accrue to Hungary, if it were rendered 
navigable for steam-boats to the Black Sea".0 When 
he obtained the understanding support of the 
leaders of Hungarian public life for his scheme, 
conditions among our Rumanian neighbours were 
such that even the most well-disposed observer 
would have failed to discover any trace of similar 
cultural endeavours in their country. It was the 
generous donations of the Hungarian gentry that 
made it possible to begin the exceptionally costly 
operations and to purchase the boats to be used. 
The petition presented to Parliament requesting 
permission to embark on the enterprise was sub
mitted by Szechenyi in the teeth of the opposition 
of Metternich, his answer to the suspicions of the 
Austrian statesman was simply, “ if you have no 
wish that the Diet should adopt the petition and 
act upon it, do the thing yourselves, for the Danube 
at all events cannot be long without steam-boats".7 
It was only by will-power of such force that the

4 Quin, op. cit., p.
5 Quin, op. cit., p . 109.
6 Quin, op. cit., p. 124.
7 Quin, op. cit., p. 125.
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reform of such general interest to Hungary could 
be carried into effect.

This undeniable fact has been established by 
an English journalist of absolutely impartial feel
ings who was entirely disinterested in the matter. 
To those who are familiar with the objective love 
of truth of the English people his opinion cannot 
be a matter of indifference. There can be no doubt 
that the name of Szechenyi had a perfect right to 
figure on that Tablet on the Lower Danube; surely 
a very modest tribute —  a mere trifling act of 
courtesy —  on the part of posterity in view of the 
enormous development following on the opening 
up of that trade route. The spirit of hatred has 
removed that Memorial Tablet from the view of

passangers travelling by that route. But we doubt 
whether that spirit will prove able to erase from 
the minds of the Hungarians driven against their 
will into subjection to a foreign yoke the names of 
the great Hungarian to whom that Tablet was 
dedicated and of his Hungarian companions and 
fellow-workers. We doubt whether that spirit will 
prove able to make educated Europeans ready to 
forget to inquire after the unalterable and inde
lible memorial tablets of historical facts and 
truths to be found without fail in the minds of all 
persons of sober judgment who sincerely desire a 
just peace.

That was forgotten by those responsible for 
the destruction of the Tablet.

P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C
“IN HUNGARY THE POLITICAL POWER RESTS FIRMLY 

IN THE HANDS OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL FACTORS"
Premier Daranyi's Statement in re the Fantastic 

Rumours Spread in Foreign Countries,
Early in March fantastic rumours were being 

spread abroad respecting some alleged "putsch" in 
Hungary. The truth about the situation is that, while 
Czecho-Slovakia, Rumania and Yugoslavia have for 
eighteen years been the scene of embittered nationality 
struggles, — while in Czecho-Slovakia the most 
draconic laws are being enforced against the real and 
imagined enemies of the Republic, — while in Rumania 
the antagonisms between Right and Left keep breaking 
out in murders and bloody deeds, — and while Yugo
slavia is only just beginning to gradually and pain
fully liquidate the institutions of a Dictatorship that 
weighed heavily on that country for years, — in Hun
gary since the autumn of 1919 there has been the most 
perfect order and tranquillity. If under such circum
stances insignificant inner political movements in 
Hungary give rise at once to fantastic rumours, that 
only shows that our ill-wishers grudge our continuing 
to be an oasis of order and peace in the maelstrom of 
the Danube Valley.

In his speech made in the Hungarian Parliament 
on March 10th, the Hungarian Premier, Dr. Kalman 
Daranyi, finally dismissed these fantastic rumours by 
declaring inter alia that "the political power in the 
country rests firmly in the hands of the constitutional 
factors — of the Legislature and the Government — 
in witness whereof I may refer, for instance, to the 
tranquil atmosphere in which our Parliament is con
tinuing its work. Despite the unfavourable conditions 
prevailing our economic life shows a gradual and 
constant development, while we are taking every care 
to secure the consolidation of our public finances. 
I feel sure that all objective observers must admit 
that the Government is carrying out the objects it has 
set before itself — objects now familiar to the whole 
country — in the order and at the rate which it 
originally proposed.

"Naturally enough we cannot possibly allow our 
work of gradual construction undertaken to secure the 
economic and social order and development of the 
country to be interrupted by the endeavours of any ex
tremist movement whatsoever; and we are not prepared 
in the future either to tolerate that work being endan
gered by any extremist movement. With the data at 
our disposal I may however safely say that no danger 
threatens that work at present. Government has no 
reason whatsoever even to presume that any outside 
factor desires — even indirectly — to endeavour to 
obtain any influence on the direction of political life 
in Hungary; and I must most decidedly protest against 
the spreading of irresponsible rumours which without 
the slightest foundation in fact would fain disseminate 
statements on the kind. Government sincerely regrets 
that irresponsible rumours of the kind should have 
found credence in public opinion. It considers such 
credulity on the part of public opinions particularly 
regrettable in view of the fact that the rumours in 
question actually presumed to involve the person of 
the accredited representative in Hungary of a Power 
friendly to our country and endeavoured to attribute 
to him an attitude which had no foundation either in 
the facts of the case or in the absolutely correct con
duct of the personality in question.

„If the nation is entitled to expect Government 
to maintain the order of the country all at costs, — 
and both I and the Members of the Government 
do readily undertake that duty —, the Government 
and the Legislature may in return, I believe, expect 
public opinion not to encourage such hysterical tittle- 
tattle, which runs from mouth to mouth irresponsibly 
and is calculated to create an atmosphere not in the 
least justified by the actual situation which however 
react detrimentally on the economic and political 
interests of the country.

—  y —
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M. KANYA, MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
ON THE LEADING PRINCIPLES OF HUNGARY’S

M ARCH, 1937

FOREIGN
At a dinner given by the Syndicate of Foreign 

Journalists in Budapest on 1st. March, M. Kanya, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, delivered a memorable 
speech in which he outlined the leading principles of 
Hungary's foreign policy as follows:

"I believe you are all familiar with the aims of 
Hungarian foreign policy, which have been reflected 
repeatedly in official statements, —- a faithful and 
unconditional loyalty to our friends, the avoidance 
of all adventurous undertakings, and finally the pav
ing of the way towards correct relations with those 
States from which we are today separated more or 
less by antagonism.

"W e are — and shall continue to be — in favour 
of a peaceful and natural development, realising as

POLICY
we do that that path is rough and difficult, but will 
eventually lead through mutual concessions to an 
agreement inspired by reciprocal goodwill.

"It is an open secret already that we are opposed 
to the formation of political blocks and armed 
alliances. For, try as we will, we cannot see how 
the expansion of military conventions "can-secure the 
welfare of the world. That welfare — we believe — 
can only be ensured by an endeavour to solve all 
unsettled questions by common agreement. The first 
thing to be done in that direction is to restore con
fidence. It is only by a gradual restoration of 
reciprocal confidence that we can hope to be able 
to bring to a successful issue the efforts being made 
to secure a real peace."

“ A  FIRM HAND" IN RUMANIA AGAINST THE 
“IRON GUARD" AND AGAINST THE MINORITIES TOO

In the closing days of February Premier Tatarescu 
once more — for the third time — re-constructed his 
Cabinet. Iuoa, Minister of the Interior, and Djuvara, 
Minister of Justice, were put aside, the Department 
of the Interior being taken over by Premier Tatarescu 
himself, while the King appointed Sasu, Minister of 
Agriculture, to be Minister of Justice. In the new 
Government the Departments of War Equipments and 
National Defence have been amalgamated, the direc
tion of the new joint Ministry being entrusted by the 
King to General Paul Anghelescu.

The dismissal of the holders of two porfolios — 
the Ministries of the Interior and of Justice — closely 
connected with the maintenance and regulation of the 
internal order of the country was due primarily to 
the inner unrest in evidence in Rumania which have 
just reached their culmination. The political organis
ation of the Extreme Right — the "Iron Guard” — 
had been indulging in excesses making the position 
of the Government more and more untenable, Mihal- 
ache, President of the National Peasants Party, and 
Senator Filipescu, President of the Conservative Party, 
who were received by the King in an audience of 
exceptional length previously to the re-construction of 
the Cabinet — demanded most energetically that 
Government should take the most decided measures 
against the Italian and German Ministers who had 
taken part in the funeral of the two Rumanian legion
aries killed while in the service of General Franco. 
Juca, Minister of the Interior, had in any case 
of late incurred the displeasure of the Government 
arty itself; and the temper of the Party generally 
turned against him when the leader of the Government 
Party students, the law student Radulescu, was kid
napped by the "Iron Guard" and kept a prisoner for 
days in one of the student hostels. — Djuvara, Minister 
of Justice, was attacked in Parliament for having 
failed to bring the authors of the disturbances of the 
Right before the tribunals the intervention of which 
his enemies considered desirable. It cannot however 
be denied that the crisis in internal politics was con
tributed to also by motives of foreign policy. For 
Tatarescu, speaking of the conduct of the German and 
Italian Ministers, said that they had committed a

breach of international etiquette by appearing at the 
funeral in question.

The fact must be established that the new Tatar
escu Government is practically the same as its prede
cessor; for Juca and Djuvara have still remained 
ministers without portfolios. Tatarescu himself still 
continues to pursue a policy of complaisance towards 
the Opposition Parties, though he has thrown the 
glove to the Extreme Right, That the Government in
tends to show energy, is proved by a whole series of 
measures, — e. g. the closing of the student hostels 
and of the universities, the increased severity of the 
state of siege etc. Certain other measures, on the other 
hand, — e. g. that ordaining the replacement of 75°/o 
of the employees of minority undertakings by persons 
qf Rumanian nationality — unfortunately prove that 
there has been no change in the minority policy of 
Government. And it is the members of the so-called 
"H Group" of the Government Party that are leaving 
no stone unturned to secure the priority of the Ruman
ian element in industry, commerce, the learned pro
fessions, education, agriculture etc. and to carry the 
scheme through as urgently as possible, at the same 
time exploiting the measures for securing internal 
order as a means of oppressing the minorities, as is 
shown by the reports to be found below,

REVIVAL OF EXTREME RIGHT MOVEMENT OF 
“ IRON GUARD" IN RUMANIA

Although the "Iron Guard" — the Extreme Right 
organisation — was struck off the list of public organ
isations in Rumania on account of the murder of 
Premier Duca, —- and although the severest measures 
were put into force against that organisation —•, the 
severity of the exceptional measures has relaxed con
tinually; and, though the Tatarescu Government cannot 
be accused of sympathising with the movement, it is 
nevertheless indubitable that Government has carried 
its leniency too far. That fact is proved by the failure 
to punish the perpetrators of the recent Stelescu 
murder — or rather to bring the murderers now under 
arrest before a court of law. The "Iron Guard" has 
imperceptibly and quietly been gathering strength
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again, decoying ever more and more members of the 
younger generations to join its movement. Early in 
the year the leader of the "Iron Guard”, Zelea Cod- 
reanu, only just failed to obtain the reins of govern
ment; and it was a mere accident that on the occasion 
of the funeral in Bucharest of the two "Iron Guard” 
legionaries killed in the Spanish civil war the "Iron 
Guard” failed to carry out the long-proclaimed "marcia 
su Bucharest". That the "Iron Guard” did not succeed 
on the day of the funeral in seizing the reins of power, 
is said to have been due, not only to the intervention 
of French diplomacy, but also to Nicholas Jorga, a 
former Premier, who rushed to the Cabinet Council 
and demanded that Tatarescu should intervene.

Another circumstance of common knowledge is 
that on March 1st. three "Iron Guard" students made 
a bloody attempt on the life of Traian Bratu, Rector 
of Jasy University, wounding him very severely and 
cutting off one of his ears.

In this connection we believe it necessary to refer 
to the speech made at the March 5th. session of the 
Rumanian Parliament by Elemer Gyarfds, Senator 
belonging to the Hungarian Party, which threw a 
searching light on the anti-minority side of the "Iron 
Guard” movement. The speech in question stressed 
that the attempt at Jasy had been the consequence of 
the mistaken educational policy of Rumania. The

spiritual temper of a section of the students had, 
namely, been mainly responsible for the havoc wrought 
in the Nagyvarad and Kolozsvar synagogues. At that 
time it was generally believed that the whole move
ment was anti-semitic. Five years later a professor in 
the Kolozsvar University had encouraged and incited 
the students to prevent the arrangement of a Catholic 
Congress to be held in Transylvania. It was only due 
to the tactful conduct of a policeman that the events 
did not take a tragic turn. We have to deal therefore 
with a consistent movement derived from one and the 
same source and moving towards one and the same 
object, — a movement which began with the destruc
tion of synagogues, continued in the form of anti- 
Catholic agitation and has now culminated in the 
attempt at Jasy. That Rumania has come to this, is 
due primarily to the mistaken school policy. We have 
here to deal with that chauvinistic spirit which 
dominates the schools and is continually in evidence 
also in the school books in circulation with the 
approval of the Minister of Education. In this manner 
the students are cajoled into believing that Rumanian 
citizens of other race and all those who profess other 
faiths than their own, are enemies of the country. 
According to Gyarfas the present reaction is the con
sequence of these mistakes.

ANOTHER ARTICLE BY MR. GARVIN 
ON THE DANUBE PROBLEM

The well-known English publicist, Mr. J. R. 
Garvin, whose striking and sensational article on the 
grave consequences of the Paris Peace Treaties was 
commented on at length in our November issue, wrote 
another article in „The Observer” of 28th February 
last, in which he made some very startling remarks 
about Central Europe in connection with the question 
of security. These remarks ran as follows:

,,We are to abandon the principle of revision in 
Eastern Europe. We are to make common cause with 
the Little Entente which is based on the uncompro
mising maintenance of the war-treaties in the Danu- 
bian regions, what proper business is it of ours to 
take sides in these feuds of Eastern Europe, and to 
contemplate going madly to futile war for the sake 
of trying to enforce a status quo which in fact no war 
could actually maintain? Particularly, we are told of 
other things that the principle of Collective Security 
is claimed to demand. We are to fight at need to pre
serve the most composite State, Czecho-Slovakia as 
it is, and therefore to maintain the present racial 
ascendancy of a Czech minority over the Germans,

M. SEBA ON
Below we publish a faithful translation of certain 

passages in the book by M. Jan Seba, Czecho-Slovak 
Minister, which has provoked such a grave scandal. 
We do so hoping that we shall not have occasion to 
mention the book again. The opinions expressed in 
the following passages are all the more striking in 
view of the fact that M. Seba was Czech Minister in 
Belgrade for a long period.

— y —

Slovaks, and Magyars who were forcibly incorporated 
after the war.”

,,Why in the name of right or reason, should we 
do this? It would be a flagrant offence against both 
right and reason, for it would mean fighting to main
tain partition of the Magyar race proper, including 
some features of that partition which are not only 
inequitable but rankly iniquitous."

,.Meanwhile, the only line of sense and soberness 
for Britain is to confine her automatic obligations to 
a minimum; to abjure all entanglements direct or in
direct in Eastern Europe; and to keep out of every 
conflict into which we are not inevitably drawn. The 
liabilities and perils for Britain and the Empire of 
any avoidable extension of her commitments far out
weigh the promised assets. When this necessary corp- 
parison is made, when the sum in subtraction is truly 
done, "Collective Security", in the present circunv- 
stances of the League and the world, comes out as a 
minus quantity. It is like the case of the crowd in 
the fairy-tale whose imaginations were led by pro
pagandist suggestion into admiring the Emperor's new 
clothes. The Emperor had no clothes.”

YUGOSLAVIE
Writing of the political trial (in the spring of 

1917) of Colonel Apis Dimitrejevic and hi® com
panions, who were alleged to have made an attempt on 
the life of Prince, later King, Alexander, and the sub
sequent execution of the ringleaders, he says: — "Post
war evidence, especially Pribicevic’s disclosures, prove 
that the Saloniki trial was staged to order (the fac
simile of Pashitch's telegram stolen from the archives 
of the Ministry of the Interior shows, for instance,
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that a -few days before the trial the members of the 
Cabinet discussed what date should be mentioned in 
Court as the day on wich the outrage was committed). 
The opinion is widely enough held that when sufficient 
time has elapsed there will be a re-examination of the 
case. Much concerning the Saloniki conspiracy and 
trial will perhaps remain an impenetrable secret for 
ever in consequence of the tragic times in which it 
occurred, times similar to those which accompanied 
the movement of Serb liberation and unification, from 
the murder of the founder of the Karageorgevitch 
dynasty, the circumstances of whose assassination were 
never clearly revealed, and the mysterious death^of 
Prince Michael to the attempt on the life of King 
Milan, etc. A fairly extensive literature on the subject 
of the Saloniki conspiracy has come into being abroad, 
e, g. O. Bogicevic, "Colonel Apis Dimitre jevic"; Sweto- 
zar Pribicevic, "The Dictatorship of King Alexander", 
Bassuet, Paris, etc. Serb public opinion reproaches 
Pribicevic for making use in his book of a document 
stolen from the archives of the Ministry of the Interior 
at the time when he was in office." (p, 403),

— y —
When M. Sefea treats of the causes of the dif

ferences between the Serbs and the Southern Slavs, 
who formerly belonged to the Austro-Hungarian Mon
archy and are called "Precans'' in Serbia, it would 
appear that his sympathies are with the former. He 
says that the lot of the Southern Slavs who lived in

C Z E C H  O- SLO V A K I A

THE NATIONALITY-STATEMENT 
OF GOVERNMENT FAILED 

TO SATISFY THE MINORITIES
Not long ago, as is well known, negotiations were 

opened between the Czecho-Slovak Government and 
the German Party fractions supporting that Govern
ment for the purpose of adjusting the minority question 
on the basis of a Memorandum drafted by the so-called 
German "activists" —- the German Parties supporting 
Government. The epilogue to these negotiations ap
peared on February 21st. in the form of a Declaration 
made by Government, the substance of which runs as 
follows:

"T h e  G overnm ent w ill take oare that in all p la ces  
—  i. e. in the territories inhabited  b y  G erm ans to o  —  
ord ers and labour resp ectiv e ly  in  con n ection  w ith  p u b lic  
w ork s and p u b lic  bu ild in g  en terprises shall b e  given 
first to  lo ca l con tra ctors  and w ork ers  resp ective ly . T he 
centra l au thorities resp on sib le  fo r  p rov id in g  the w ork  
m ust s tr ic t ly  su pervise  the activ ity  o f the organs sub
ord in ated  to them  in ord er  to b e  sure that th ose  organs 
ad here c lo se ly  to the p r in c ip le  o f e con om ic  justice . 
G overnm ent p a rticu la rly  w arns all its organs to  re 
m em ber that they  are p e rso n a lly  resp on sib le  for  the 
observan ce  o f these instructions. In carry in g  out the 
regu lation s concern in g  soc ia l p rov is ion  and p u b lic  health  
G overnm ent w ill take into due con s id era tion , n ot on ly  
the num ber o f  inhabitants, but a lso  the num ber o f  un 
em p loy ed  in the resp ective  h un d red s (d is tr ic ts ). In 
resp ect o f  the socia l and h yg ien ic  p rov is ion  to  be  m ade 
fo r  the y ou n ger generations G overnm ent w ill take care 
that the d ire ction  o f such  p rov is ion  shall be  in  the hands

Austria-Hungary was undoubtedly better than that of 
the Serbs in Old Serbia.

As a result of their historical development the 
Precans — he writes — belonged to Central Europe, 
and an regards culture, religion, langlage and other 
intellectual assets, although politically oppressed!??) 
they were able to keep pace with Western and Central 
Europe. Under a foreign yoke, they were yet able to 
preserve their national and cultural sphere of Latin 
Catholicism; and this was an advantage to the popul
ation also from a material point of view. The territories 
of the Precans were spared the horrors of war for 
wellnigh a century, and thanks to progressive agri
culture and the development of industry individual 
and collective wealth attained a high level. In the 
furtherance of this progress a great role was played 
by State administration, which, with all its faults, 
could not be said to lack a certain measure of western 
perfection. His opinion of conditions in Old Serbia, 
on the other hand, is that the long years under the 
Turkish yoke have left their mark on the progress of 
civilization there. A particularly deep impression was 
left on the administration of the counti'y. The lengthy 
struggle between the Obrenovitch and the Karageorge
vitch dynasties kept the country in a state of constant 
unrest and deprived the State of the labours of some 
excellent men who either fled the country with the 
overthrown dynasty or were silenced by persecution,

— y —

T I E S  L I V E
o f  p erson s be lon g in g  to the p e o p le  in qu estion  and w ill 
use every  e ffo rt  to. p rov id e  that the soc ia l institutions 
sh a ll b e  secu red  and further d ev e lop ed . In respect of 
ad m ission  to  the p u b lic  servioe o f persons be long in g  to 
n ationa l m inorities G overnm ent w ill take a further step 
and  w ill take in to accou n t as th orou gh ly  as p ossib le , 
not on ly  qu estion s o f  general qu a lifica tion s  and regional 
interests, but a lso  the interests o f  the m inorities a ttach 
ing to m ore equ ab le  d istribu tion . In resp ect o f  the c o r 
resp on d en ce  betw een  hundred  and other authorities and 
v illa ges  w ith  a p op u la tion  pred om in a n tly  n on -C zech  in 
language G overnm ent has put in to fo r ce  regu lations 
p rov id in g  that a ll docum ents d ra fted  in the State 
language shall have ap p en d ed  to  them  —  w ithout it 
be ing  necessary  to  m ake any p a rticu la r  requ est to  that 
e ffe c t  and  free  o f  charge —  translations in the languages 
o f the n ational m inorities o f  the resp ectiv e  v illages. T he 
G overnm ent is p rep ared  to  ad ju st the scop e  o f  the la n 
guage tests in  keeping  w ith  actual requ irem ents and 
w ith  con s id era tion  for  th e  em p loym ent o f  the ap p lican ts 
in the p u b lic  se rv ice  and  to agree to  the issue o f 
m anuals. T h e B udget Estim ates w ill r e fle c t  the d ecis ion  
o f  G overn m en t to  con tribute to  the ed u cation , not on ly  
o f  the G erm an  and H ungarian  (M ag ya r), but o f the 
oth er n ation a l m inorities too , in p rop ortion s  due to the 
resp ectiv e  m inority . G overnm ent is qu ite  read y  to  e x 
pand as fa r  as p ossib le  w ith in  the lim its o f  the ed u ca 
tiona l organ isation s a lrea d y  ex isting  the system  o f  taking 
sp ecia l a ccou n t o f  the cu ltural requ irem ents o f  the 
several n ationa lities. W h ere  there are any d e fic ien cies  
in  ev id en ce  in the loca l governm ent organisations in 
ju r iou s to the in terests o f  any n ationa l or m inority
groups, G overnm ent w ill use every  e ffo r t  to elim inate 
th ose  d e fic ie n c ie s ."

The (first thing that strikes us about the above 
Government statement is that the complaints voiced 
during the past eighteen years against the Prague
Government by the national minorities of Czecho
slovakia — complaints recorded month after month

H O W  M I N O R I
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by our Review too —- have all been fully justified and 
well founded. For this Government statement itself 
admits that in nationality districts public works have 
been so far carried out, not by the local inhabitants, 
but by the Czechs or possibly Slovaks brought from 
other parts of the country. The statement admits that 
neither the allotment of public works nor the appoint
ments to State offices has so far been effected on the 
principle of proportionate distribution, the Czechs 
having enjoyed special privileges in both fields at the 
cost of the other inhabitants of the Republic, Thus — 
to give one or two illustrations only — Slovakia and 
Ruthenia (provinces wrested from Hungary), which 
supply roughly 15°/o of the total amount of public 
imposts, have never received a larger quota of public 
investments than 5—6°/o. Not more than 1% of the 
public employees are of Magyar nationality, although 
even according to the 1936 Czecho-Slovak Census the 
Magyars represent almost 5°/o of the total population 
of the Republic. And even those Magyars who have 
been admitted to the public service are compelled to 
content themselves with posts of a subordinate 
character.

If the Prague Government does really and honest
ly intend to enforce the principle of justice and pro
portionate representation in connection with the allot
ment of public contracts and with the filling of 
vacancies in the public service, such, a procedure would 
certainly to some extent alleviate the situation pre
vailing today; but it would fail to solve Czecho
slovakia’s gravest problem — that of the nationalities 
—, for there could not possibly be any improvement 
in this field until the next generation, And indeed the 
Government statement itself only offers a prospect of 
the enforcement of the principle of proportionate re
presentation in the future, whereas during the last 
eighteen years the Czechs have so completely swamped 
the public offices that it will be impossible to restore 
the balance of equable ratios until many decades have 
passed,

And, again, the nationality question of Czecho
slovakia is not merely a question of the allotment of 
public contracts or the filling of public offices. There 
are many ramifications of that question not even 
alluded to in the above Government statement. All 
that the statement does in this connection is to pro
mise that the authorities will correspond with villages 
the majority of whose inhabitants belong to some 
minority, in the language of that minority. This is the 
only concrete point to be gathered from that statement; 
and it is exceptionally insignificant. Today the na
tionality question of Czecho-Slovakia does not hinge 
on trivial details of the kind; the pivot round which 
that qeustion moves is the demand for an emendmenf 
of the Constitution and for guarantees adequately 
ensuring the local self-government of the national 
minorities: for the 1920 Constitution was framed in 
the absence of representatives of the national minorities 
bv a so-called "revolutionary national assembly", for 
which reason the "minorities" which in reality con
stitute the majority of the population of the State are 
impelled to regard that Constitution as having been 
foisted on them and as a document taking no account 
whatsoever of their individuality. After all the many 
fine speeches and unfulfilled promises of which there 
has been no lack in the last eighteen years, the 
nationalities of Czecho-Slovakia cannot take seriously 
even the not very weighty promise just uttered.

Ostrich-like, the Czecho-Slovak Government hides 
its head in the sand in order that it shall not hear 
the sincere complaints of its nationalities. It would 
forget that at the 1935 parliamentary elections more 
than two-thirds of the German inhabitants voted for

Conrad Henlein, It refuses to take note that the vast 
majority of the Magyars have joined the ranks of 
the United Magyar Party, or that Andrew Hlinka 
stands much nearer the Slovak people — and that the 
autonomist endeavours of Ivan Kurtyak represent the 
real feelings of the Ruthenian people far better than 
the centralistic tendencies of certain renegades. Prague 
is guilty — not only of deluding the world — but of 
self-delusion too when it comes to terms with the 
German "activists” who have no roots in the German 
people or with the Slovak and Ruthenian centralistic 
oportunists, — not to speak of the Hungarian "exiles" 
whom it subsidises so richly, though they have been 
ostracised by Hungarian society.

Under such circumstances we need not be sur
prised that the statement issued by Government on 
February 20th. has completely failed to satisfy the 
public opinion of the non-Czech nationalities. The 
organ of the Henlein Party, the "Die Zeit” , for instance, 
writes as follows:

"The p a p ers  su p p ortin g  G overnm ent appearing  in 
G erm an and th ere fore  qu ite  in te llig ib le  to  the p u b lic  
op in ion  o f  the ou ts id e  w orld , have g lo r ified  "th e  in itiative 
tow ard s the great w ork  o f  com p rom ise” . T h e  C zech  
papers w hich  are fr ien d ly  d isp osed  tow ards G overnm ent, 
on  the oth er hand, —  p a p ers w hich  serve  to  fin a lly  in 
flu en ce  the op in ion  o f  the tens o f  thousands o f  "s u b 
ord in ate  orga n s”  — , are ev id en tly  intent on  converting  
the "g rea t w ork  o f  com p rom ise " in to a m atter in n ocu ou s 
and  insign ificant. W e  m ust be  c lea r  ab ou t this d ou b le  
gam e b e fo re  ad op tin g  any attitude resp ectin g  the " firs t  
stage" o f  the n egotia tion s o f the G overnm ent "a ct iv is ts" . 
F or  Sudeta G erm an  p ra ctice  has form u lated  a  single 
p r in cip le  ba sed  u pon  ex p erien ce , —  prom ises are o f  no 
in terests at all, the d ec is ive  p o in t being  h ow  th ey  are 
carried  into e ffe c t . T h e carry in g  in to e ffe c t  o f  the p r o 
m ises is h ow ever in the hands o f  thousands o f  p u b lic  
o ffic ia ls  w ho k n ow  noth ing o f the w o rld  e x ce p t  w hat 
their p a p ers  serve up to  them  in a d istorted  form . H ow  
w ill m en o f  this k ind, w ho are the thralls o f  o n e -s id e d  
p o lit ica l v iew s' act in p r a c t ic e ?  I f  the authorities are  in 
earnest about th is understanding, w hy  d o  they  g ive fa lse  
d irection s  to the m en w ho w ill u ltim ately  d e c id e ?  W h y  
d oes the o ff ic ia l com m unique preten d  that there never 
has been  any d iscrim ination  in con n ection  w ith  our 
investm ents p o l i c y ?  w hy  d oes  it throw  the resp on sib ility  
fo r  the Sudeta  G erm an  m isery  ex c lu s iv e ly  on  the " c o in 
c id en ce  o f  c ir cu m sta n ce s "? "

But the most decided answer of the Sudeta 
Germans was that given by Conrad Henlein in a speech 
delivered at Aussig on February 28th. in which he 
made the following sttaements:

"W h e n  in  1918 —  in d e fia n ce  o f  the p r in cip le  o f 
se lf-d eterm in a tion  and  w ith ou t our being  con su lted  at 
a ll -— w e w ere  in corp ora ted  in the C ze ch o -S lo v a k  
R ep u b lic , o ff ic ia l d eclaration s w ere m ade ensuring us 
equ a lity  o f rights and  an equ al share, —  a  p rom ise  
su ffic ien tly  d in n ed  in to the ears o f  the p u b lic  op in ion  
o f  the w orld . N ot o n ly  these so lem n  statem ents on  the 
p art o f  C zech  statesm en , but the p rov is ion s  o f  the T reaty  
o f Saint G erm ain  too  guaranteed  us equ ality  o f  rights 
and  p rosp ects ; and that T rea ty  w as su b je cted  to  the 
guarantee o f the P ow ers . W e  cannot th ere fore  agree to 
our free  d evelop m en t guaranteed in  treaties being  co n 
verted  in to a B a by lon ian  cap tiv ity . A ga in , not o n ly  are 
w e en titled  to ap p ea l to  the League o f  N ations for  
redress o f  the in ju stice  d on e  to  us; w e are  eq u a lly  
en titled  to  rem ind th ose  o f  the P ow ers  w hich  are ch iv a l
rous o f  the guarantees and the m oral ob liga tions u n d er
taken b y  them . A n d  w e shall avail ourselves o f  that 
right in the fu tu re .”

Henlein then summarised the demands of his 
Party in the following fundamental principles:

"1 . S e lf-gov ern m en t d oes n ot run cou n ter  to  the 
unity  o f  the State, s in ce  it d oes not a ffe c t  the sov ere ign ty  
o f the State o r  its frontiers, m eaning o n ly  the com bination  
o f a ll n ationa ls o f  the sam e race to  ensure the ex istence  
o f that race  on  the basis o f a n ational cadaster.
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"2. P ersons belongin g  to an y  ethn ic group  cannot 
h ow ever b e  com bin ed  e ite ctu a lly  un less their to ta lity  is 
granted recogn ition  as a p o lit ica l b od y  possessing  u n i
form  representation . T h is u n iform  representation  m ust be 
granted  the right guaranteed  in law  o f  c o -op era tin g  w ith  
the m em bers o f  the said  eth n ic unit in th ose  questions 
o f  that unit w hich  are not State questions and o f  c o 
operating  on  the basis of equ ality  o f rights in the w ork  
o f  reconstructing  the State, a lik e  in  its ow n  sp here o f 
a ctiv ity  and  in  any  such  sp h ere  con ferred  u p on  it from  
w ithout.

” 3. It is b y  a se lf-gov ern m en t and a co rp ora te  r e 
presen tation  o f  this k in d  that the p r in cip le  o f  self- 
determ ination  and jo in t a c tion  w hich  fiberates a ll fo rces  
m ust be rea lised  in fa ct in the area o f  settlem ent and 
in a ll cen tra l State institutisns.

”4. T h is  ethn ic se lf-gov ern m en t and th is corp ora te  
right o f  jo in t  decision  m ust be  guaranteed  b y  suitable 
leg isla tion .”

The February 21st, issue of the "Slovak" — organ 
of the Slovak People's Party — which dealt with the 
above Government declaration — , was confiscated by 
order of the Public Prosecutor; it is easy to imagine, 
therefore, the kind of things written about that decla
ration by Hlinka's friends.

The "Pragai Magyar Hfrlap" — organ of the 
Magyar Party — commented as follows on the de
claration:

„U n fortu n a te ly  it d oes  n ot con ta in  anything new. 
W h at it prom ises is  a lrea d y  to  b e  fou n d  in  the laws. 
A l l  it prom ises is  the carry in g  in to  e ffe c t  o f  the laws, 
though  in  a  m anner fa irer  and m ore equ itab le  than tod ay . 
H ad th e law s been  carried  in to e ffe c t  litera lly , it w ou ld  
be su perflu ous. In  C ze ch o -S lo v a k ia  the C onstitu tion  
guarantees th e n on -C zech  n ationa lities a p rop ortion ate  
share in p o lit ica l rights, —  a p rop ortion a te  share o f 
p u b lic  o ff ic e s  and p u b lic  benefits. B ut u n fortu nate ly  the 
la w  an d  its p ra ctice  are tw o  d iffe re n t things. In  S lo 
vak ia  and R uthen ia  the p ro p o rtio n  o f  M agyars is  17.35%  
a n d  15 .44%  resp ectiv e ly ; a n d  th ey  sh ou ld  b e  a llo tted  
a p rop ortion a te  qu ota  o f  p u b lic  o ffices , p u b lic  contracts, 
cu ltural a n d  so c ia l ben efits  and  econ om ic subsidies. But 
in p ra ctice  w e fin d  that th ere are n o M agyar o ffic ia ls  
in  the p u b lic  o ff ic e s ; w h ile  it is ch aracteristic  o f  the 
hundred  (lo ca l) ad m in istration  that, altough  there are 
fifteen  h undreds w ith  a m a jo r ity  o f M agyars, there is 
n ot a s in g le  M agyar hun dred  m agistrate, and  the sch ool 
in spectorates o f  d is tr icts  w here there a re  M agyar m a jo 
r ities are  a ll ex c lu sive ly  u nd er the con tro l o f  "C z e ch o 
s lo v a k s ”  an d  there is n ot a sin g le  M agya r secon d ary  
sch oo l w ith  a M agya r as d irector . A n d  this is true o f 
a ll fie ld s  o f  p u b lic  l i fe  e x ce p t on ly  the courts o f  law : 
it is p a rticu la rly  true o f the ra ilw ays and the p os t o ff ic e  
adm in istration . A n d  then th ere is the p ractice  in  force  
in  th e M agya r h undreds in resp ect o f  the use o f  lan 
guages; there is  n ot a sing le  v illa ge  w ith  a M agyar m a
jo r ity  o r  a  substantial M agya r m inority  in  w hich  the 
ra ilw ays o r  the p os t o f f ic e  adm in istration  uses M agyar 
in scrip tion s . T hat is th e d iffe re n ce  betw een  the g ood  
prov ision s and  the bad  carry in g  in to e ffe c t  o f  a law. 
9 9 %  o f  th e grievances o f  the n on -C zech  n ationa lities 
are due to  the subordinate organs failing  to  carry  into 
e ffe c t  the letter o f  th e law  or to  their putting a  narrow  
in terpretation  on  that law . T h e Statem ent m ade by  
G overnm ent prom ises o n ly  m easures o f  an adm in istra
tive  character. So far a ll w e have been  to ld  is that w e 
cannot have any cause to  com p la in , as everyth ing is 
going  on  in  p e r fe ct order. A n d  n ow  —  a fter the ,,n ation 
a lity  statem en t" —  the G overnm ent itse lf has p roved  
that th ere have b een  d e fects  in  con n ection  w ith  the 
carry in g  in to e ffe c t  and a p p lica tion  o f  the law s; fo r  it 
has b een  com p e lled  to  prom ise  som eth ing w hich  has long 
b een  part o f  the w ritten  la w ."

DENATIONALISATION 
OF HUNGARIAN CHILDREN

In a speech made during the debate in the House 
of Deputies on the Accounts, Andrew Jaross, Pre
sident of the United Hungarian (Magyar) Party, re

ferred to the case of the school at Eny, a Magyar 
village, a case in reference to which he had previously 
questioned the Minister of Schools in which he de
manded that the Magyar school applied for some time 
back by the Hungarian inhabitants of the village 
should at last be granted. Thereupon the district 
notary had summoned the inhabitants to appear before 
him and had endeavoured to persuade them to with
draw their signatures appended to the application for 
a Magyar school and to declare themselves to be 
"Czecho-Slovaks”. In the territory of the Zselin dis
trict, which contains only villages with absolute 
majorities of Magyar inhabitants, the de-magyarising 
action was started under the land reform measures. 
The Breiner domain lying within that district was not 
divided among the "land-hungry" Magyar agricultur
ists, but was retained by the State, the domain having 
just been leased by the Ministry of Agriculture to the 
Oroszka sugar refinery belonging to the concern of 
the Zivno Bank, which has converted the Magyar 
elementary school belonging to the domain into a 
school with Slovak as the language of instruction. In 
the village of Zselin the post of parish priest had 
become vacant; but the authorities had appointed, not 
the Hungarian "administrator" who had been working 
there for years, or any other Hungarian priest, but 
a Slovak. "The Czecho-Slovak Republic" — declared 
Jaross — "which was established on the pretext of a 
liberation of oppressed nations, has made itself un
popular in the eyes of the whole world by its system 
of oppressing nations which though not admitted 
openly, is being carried out in practice; and that is 
why it has today to increase its armaments."

WHAT HAS THE LAND REFORM 
DONE FOR THE HUNGARIAN 

MINORITY?
According to a speech made by Count John 

Eszterhazy, Acting President of the United Hungarian 
Party, at the February 26th. session of the House of 
Deputies, the area of land requisitioned in territory 
inhabited by Hungarians (Magyars) was 130.280 
hectares. Of this area only 26.863 hectares (20%) were 
allotted to Magyars — even a large proportion of 
that amount (6736) being only leased to Hungarians. 
The latifundia in the "Csallokoz" district (an almost 
purely Magyar island on the Danube) have been con
verted into State latifundia; while the land reform 
has led to an increase in the number of owners of 
latifundia, the proportion of "Csallokoz" territory 
occupied by such estates being 6.5%, whereas in the 
pre-War period of natural development that propor
tion had shown a declining tendency. The number of 
larger small holdings (57.5—86 hectares) in the 
"Csallokoz” — as also that of medium-sized estates 
(86— 430 hectares) has remained practically unchanged 
or has slightly increased, though not to an extent 
involving any particular benefit to our economic life; 
for holdings and estates of the kind have been allotted 
to settlers and owners of residual properties not 
possessing the necessary training or capital or properly 
supported by co-operative societies, whereas if the 
lands in question had been allotted to Magyar 
peasants living in that district, the land reform would 
have led to the creation of a properly educated class 
of owners of medium-sized estates of peasants. 
Another defect of the land reform is that in Hun
garian districts the indigent were allotted far less 
land than they should have been. According to the 
1932 manual of the Statistical Bureau the owners of 
the smaller parcels (lots) of land were allotted 72%
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of the land requisitioned — though the proportion 
allotted to such owners in the "Csallokoz” district 
was only 20.12%, In addition the system of parcelling 
was effected on a larger scale in the "Csallokoz". 
Whereas in the territory of the Republic generally 
there is one landowner affected by the land reform to 
every 74 sq kilometres. This naturally affects the 
interests also of the masses of permanent and seasonal 
labourers, navvies and reapers. One natural con
sequence of this state of things is that there is an 
increase of the proletariat in the provinces; the contin
ual increase of unemployment leads to an aggrava
tion of communistic leanings. Futhermore, we should 
be very far from the mark if we asserted that the land 
reform has led to farming becoming more intensive; 
for there is a set-back, for instance, in cattle-breeding.

R U M A N I A

BRITISH PETITION TO LEAGUE OF 
NATIONS IN RE ANTI-UKRAINIAN 

EDUCATIONAL POLICY OF 
RUMANIAN GOVERNMENT

On 16th, February 10 persons prominent in British 
public life (Dickinson, Rhayader, Francis D. Acland, 
J. A. Lovat Fraser, Robert Gower, Walter S, Liddall, 
G. P. Gooch, Gilbert Murray, Walter Napier, Henry 
W. Nevinson) submitted a petition dealing with the 
situation of the Ukrainian minority in Rumania and 
it stated that their position was diametrically opposed 
to the Minority Treaty concluded in Paris on 9th. 
November 1919 and the Treaty of Sevres re. Bessarabia 
of 20th. October 1920. The petition refers to Article 
10 of the Minority Treaty and then goes on to say that

In 1896, out of 335 elementary schools in Bukovina 
there were 131 Ukrainian schools where all the sub
jects were taught in the Ukrainian language. Twelve 
were Ukrainian-German schools, twelve Ukrainian- 
Rumanian, eight Ukrainian-Rumanian-German, two 
Ukrainian-Rumanian-Polish, 165 Ukrainian or partly 
Ukrainian schools with 313 classes. Out of 700 teachers 
240 were Ukrainians. The number of Ukrainian schools 
increased, and shortly before the War (1910/1911) 
there were in Bukovina 531 elementary schools, out of 
which 216 were Ukrainian schools, 179, Rumanian, 82 
German, 12 Polish, 5 Hungarian, 6 mixed Ukrainian- 
German and 2 Ukrainian-Rumanian-Polish.

The official organ "Munitorul Official" of 24th 
July 1927, No. 101, gives the number of elementary 
schools in Bukovina for the year 1919— 1920 as 508; 
of this Rumanian schools numbered 257, Ukrainian 
157, German 64, Polish 27, Hungarian 3. It shows that, 
only a few months after occupation, the number of 
Rumanian schools increased by 78 and the number of 
Ukrainian schools decreased by 59 in comparison with 
the pre-war times. The figures for 1922— 1923 are: 575 
elementary schools, out of which 319 were Rumanian, 
155 Ukrainian, 47 German, 27 Jewish, 25 Polish and 
2 Hungarian. But in the 155 nominally Ukrainian 
schools most of the subjects were already being taught 
in Rumanian.

In 1927, the Rumanian language was introduced 
as the Language of instruction in all schools. It was 
even prohibited for the teachers to explain in the 
Ukrainian Language; the children were prohibited to 
speak amongst themselves in Ukrainian, and they were 
instructed to use only Rumanian greetings in the street.

As a result of widespread protests throughout the

country, on December 31st,, 1929, the Government 
issued a decree, No. 184882, that:

"From 31st December 1929, in schools where the 
population is Ukrainian, north of the River Pruth, eight 
hours per week may be devoted to teaching the Ukrain
ian Language, including the teaching of religion at least 
two hours a week. These eight hours are not included 
in the ordinary curriculum, and are voluntary. The 
teachers who do this work have to teach these sub
jects outside their own official number of hours." 
C'Czas", February 6th, 1930. No. 396.)

This decree did little to improve the situation or 
restore legitimate rights, but at the same time showed 
that the Government admitted that their provisions 
were inadequate. But even this decree, therefore, leaves 
the Ukrainians south of the River Pruth, as well as in 
Bessarabia, where great numbers of Ukrainians reside, 
entirely without the "adequate facilities" to which they 
are legally entitled. In Bessarabia there are no Ukrain
ian schools at all, and there is no instruction in the 
Ukrainian Language although the Ukrainian population 
of Bessarabia is as great, if not greater, than the 
Ukrainian population of Bukovina.

As regards secondary schools in Bukovina (num
bering seven German, four Rumanian, three Ukrainian- 
Government and one Ukrainian private school), there 
were in 1910/11, 5.600 students, i. e. 2.946 Germans 
(majority Jewish), 1.194 Ukrainians, 1.193 Rumanians, 
238 Poles, 10 Slovaks, 10 Magyars, and none others. 
("Czas” , March 8th, 1931. No. 713.)

In 1914, there existed a Government Ukrainian 
High School at Wiznitz, with 600 students and 28 
teachers; and another at Kotzman with 670 students 
and 37 teachers; a bilingual Ukrainian-German school 
in Czernowitz with 560 students and 34 teachers; and 
in Seret with 200 students and 10 teachers. Also in 
Waszkouts there was a private Ukrainian Real-Gymn
asium with 120 students and 8 teachers.

None of these schools now exist; they are either 
abolished or converted into purely Rumanian schools.

So far as technical schools are concerned, there 
existed before the Rumanian occupation the following 
Ukrainian schools; a lower Agricultural School in 
Kotzman, a Home Industries School at Storczynetz, a 
Weawing School in Czernowitz, and a School for 
Carviftg—aT "Wiznitz. The two latter schools were 
abolished and the two first were made into purely 
Rumanian institutions.

The University of Czernowitz was created in 1875, 
being enlarged from a theological college which had 
existed from 1827. The Ukrainians had, before the 
War, several Chairs at this University, which was 
German. Ever since the beginning of 1875, there existed 
in the Faculty of Philosophy a Chair of Ukrainian 
Literature and Language, and a Chair of Slavonic and 
East European History; and both these Chairs had 
Ukrainian Professors. With the advent of the Ruman
ian occupation, the University became a Rumanian 
University, and at the Faculty of Theology, where 
some of the subjects had been taught in Ukrainian, all 
such subjects were taught in Rumanian. In 1920, the 
Chair for Ukrainian Language and Literature was 
abolished and in its place a Chair for Slavonic 
Literatures was introduced with a Rumanian Professor. 
All requests on the part of the Ukrainians to retain 
the Ukrainian Chair for Literature and Language fail
ed. All kinds of restrictions were placed in the way 
of students, and whereas in 1910/1911, 207 Ukrainian 
students attended the University, in 1932, there were 
scarcely 50.

These few examples will be sufficient to show that 
the Rumanian Authorities do not appear to have car
ried out Article 10 of the Minorities Treaty either in 
the spirit or in the letter.
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As the records of the League will show, this 

matter has been the subject of frequent petitions to 
the League of Nations.

The question was considered by a Committee of 
Three in 1929 and 1930, and a report of the Committee 
of Three signed by the Representatives of France. 
Italy and Venezuela and communicated to Members of 
the Council in League Document No. C, 120. 1930. I 
of 4th February 1930.

In that report it is stated that the Rumanian 
Government proposed to introduce measures which 
would give complete satisfaction to the Ukrainian 
population, thereby admitting that the protests to the 
League had been justified.

Unfortunately, the conditions remain unchanged 
and the new measures promised by the Rumanian 
Government are still unfulfilled.

The League of Nations should take immediate 
steps to ensure that the provisions of the Minorities 
Treaty should be applied to the treatment of the 
Ukrainians not only in Bukovina but also in Bessarabia.

PUBLIC PROSECUTOR DISMISSES 
CHARGE AGAINST NEWSPAPER 

ADVOCATING A  
ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S NIGHT

Count George Bethlen, President of the Hungarian 
Party of Rumania, lodged an indictment against M. 
Octavian Dobrota, editor of the "Glasul Romanesc", 
with the Public Prosecutor's Office, charging him with 
inciting against the nationalities in that he published 
— as has been repeatedly stated in our Review — 
an article demanding a St. Bartholomew's night in 
Transylvania and the extermination of the Hungarians. 
Now Count Bethlen has been handed the decision of 
the Public Prosecutor, stating that in the absence of 
a criminal offence, proceedings have been stopped. 
This, in other words, means that the Public Prosecutor 
does not consider that a grave act of incitement 
against the Hungarian minority constitutes a criminal 
offence ("Keleti Ujsag”, Feb. 27).

—  y —

THE PROPERTY OF THE 
PREMONSTRATENSIANS IN NAGY- 

v A r a d  SEQUESTRATED
The Premonstratensian Canons of Nagyvarad — 

a town situated in the part of pre-Trianon Hungary 
attached to Rumania — have for nearly four centuries 
been engaged in the education of the young and the 
cure of souls. The property of this branch of the 
Order was a donation from the Church received 407 
years ago and never belonged to the Hungarian State. 
It consisted of a church and monastery in Nagyvarad, 
a vineyard and a lyceum. This Nagyvarad lyceum was 
opened in 1574, but was closed in 1923 without any 
legal right by the Rumanian authorities. Until quite 
recently the Premonstratensian Order of Canons 
figured in the Land Register as the owner of these 
properties. Not long ago, however, on the instigation 
of Professor Ghibu of the Kolozsvar University, the 
Land Registry Office conveyed all the properties of 
the Premonstratensian Order in Nagyvarad to the 
State, The Order appealed in the Nagyvarad Courts of 
Justice against this decision of the Land Registry 
Office and applied for a cancellation of the confisc
ation effected at the request, not of the Rumanian
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State, but of a private person whoich was diametric
ally opposed to the Concordate between the Papal 
See and Rumania. The Rumanian Court of Justice 
rejected the appeal and now the final decision rests 
with the Supreme Court of Cassation, to which the 
Order has appealed ("Keleti Ujsag", Feb, 22).

— y —

MINORITY COMPANIES RUMANISED
A new Bill for the protection of national labour 

is being prepared by the Rumanian Ministry of Com
merce, the provisions of which Bill weigh even more 
heavily upon the minorities than the laws in force at 
present. Thus it changes the percentage of the non- 
Rumanian employees of minority companies; every 
commercial and industrial establishment will be obliged 
to recruit 75°/o of its staff from individuals of Ruman
ian origin (origina etnica Romaneasca — "Hirlap” , 
March 7).

Even the more authoritative factors of Rumanian 
political life have thought it fit to raise their voice 
against the Bill, Thus, for instance, M. Dinu Bratianu, 
President of the Liberal Party, has declared that it 
was impossible to pass such a law. "The Liberal 
Party” , he said, "represents constructive nationalism 
and it has actually carried out the principle of ethnical 
priority in all the establishments it has founded; yet, 
if we consider the occupied territories, the situation 
we find there is not the result of a certain historical 
process, but a tradition of the past. We are not entitled 
to pursue what might be termed "speculative national
ism”, nor must we imitate any other methods or other
wise allow ourselves to be led into legislative impro
visations or social agitation. We are not Germany, 
where the minority element represents only a few 
hundred thousands out of 70 millions. Rumania has a 
minority population of 4 millions. Nationalism in this 
country”, concluded M. Bratianu, "has to be exercised 
with consideration and resolution, but by degrees, else 
it may sooner or later cause the ruin of the economic 
life of the country" ("Keleti Ujsag", March 8).

— y —

NEWSPAPERS SUPPRESSED 
FORCED TO CHANGE THEIR 
TITLES AND RIDICULOUSLY 

CENSORED
The Staff Commander of the 6th Division stationed 

at Kolozsvar on 29th January issued an order — No. 
24.620 —  suppressing without any explanation the 
’ ’Tudosito” of Kolozsvar, a religious monthly magazine 
of twenty years' standing ("Magyar Lapok" Febr, 2).

The ”Krasso-Szorenyi Lapok” , a fortnightly paper 
published in Lugos, was obliged by order to change 
its title at 24 hours' notice. The new name of the paper 
is "Caras es Severini Lapok” ("Keleti Ujsag" Jan. 29). 
By order of the Press Department the "Csiki Lapok” 
of Csikszereda has been obliged to adopt the title 
’’Ciuci Lapok”, and in future the "Erdelyi Naplo” 
must, by order of the police, bear the title of "Tran- 
silvaniai Naplo” ("Keleti Ujsag" Febr. 3 and 5),

In his speech on the censorship in the Senate on 
26th January Senator Elemer Gyarfas (Hungarian) 
stated that at New Year he had sent the same article 
to Kolozsvar, Arad, Temesvar and Nagyvarad. One 
newspaper was allowed to publish it in full; the censor 
in the second place deleted one-third of it; in Temes
var half was cut out, and in Nagyvarad not even the 
title was allowed to appear in print. M. Gyarfas said
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he was ready to submit to the Senate his article, which 
did not contain a single sentence to which objection 
might be taken ("Hirlap”, Jan. 28).

M. Stephen Gabor, Nagyvarad correspondent of 
the "Brassoi Lapok", has been sentenced by the Court 
in Brasso to 6 months' imprisonment and a fine of
10.000 lei, and also ordered to pay 5.000 lei costs. 
The charge of which he was found guilty was that 
in an article on last year's leaving certificate examina
tion in Nagyvarad he had protested, because the pre
siding examiner, M. Onisifor Ghibu, only allowed two 
Hungarian students to pass ("Deli Hirlap” , Jan. 18).

Under Order No. 503— 1936 the Prefect of County 
Brasso has forbidden the "Kronstadter Zeitung” of 
Brasso to use German placenames ("Keleti Ujsag", 
Jan. 2).

— y —

ANOTHER HUNGARIAN DAILY 
SUPPRESSED

By Ordinance 10.119 of 21st February the Minister 
of the Interior has suppressed for an indefinite period 
the "Reggeli Ujsag'', a Hungarian daily of Maros- 
vasarhely. No explanation was given. The daily in 
question, known to be loyal in its sentiments, was 
published conjointly by its editor, M, Sigismund 
Gyulai, and his old staff of journalist printers ("Keleti 
Ujsag'', Feb. 24).

— y —

HUNGARIANS NOT ALLOWED TO 
GO TO THEATRES, LITERARY 

LECTURES, AND BALLS
The Rumanian authorities have refused to license 

the Hungarian charity dance at Nagyvarad (Keleti 
Ujsag, Jan. 18), and the literary meetings of the 
Kolcsey Society at Szatmar (Nepujsag, Febr, 4). The 
theatrical performances of the Bacskay company at 
Nagyszalonta have been prohibited without any further 
explanation (Magyar Ujsag, Febr. 5).

— y —

AUTHORITIES PARALYZE  
HUNGARIAN CULTURAL 

AND ECONOMIC ORGANIZATION
At the meeting of the Parliamentary Group of the 

General Hungarian Party of Rumania held in Bucha
rest on 21st January it was resolved to send a delega
tion led by its president, Count George Bethlen, to 
the Minister of the Interior and the head of the State 
Security Office to protest against the measures which 
were paralyzing all cultural activity and request their 
withdrawal. Points heard were:

That one result of the violent campaign against 
the Hungarians which had been going on in the press 
for years now was that in many places the constitu
tional activity of the churches and the activity of the 
cultural societies as prescribed in their statutes had 
been made impossible. That the Agricultural Develop
ment Bill contained startling provisions and would 
lead to complications likely to paralyze all independent 
farming. That the Bill proposing a revision of the lists 
of Rumanian citizens would afford ample opportunities 
to further harass the minorities. That the question 
of those civil servants who had begged to be pensioned 
on the ground of illness and whose bona tides had

been established by an investigating committee, had 
not yet, after the lapse of eighteen months, been 
settled. In conclusion the Group solemnly protested 
against the Protection of National Labour Act being 
executed in a manner that deprived en masse Hungar
ian workmen and private employees of a means of 
livelihood.

At the last general meeting of the elected County 
Council of the almost purely Hungarian county of 
Csik it was submitted that the formation of farmers’ 
societies was also banned by the authorities. It was 
also said that the gendarmes were making the activity 
of societies of a religious character impossible. Family 
gatherings were being described as secret meetings. 
The 14% contribution from the parish rates towards 
education was not being handed over to denomina
tional schools ("Keleti Ujsag", Feb. 5.).

At the last general meeting of the County Council 
of the county of Marostorda the majority of the 
inhabitants of which are Hungarian, it was stated as 
a grievance that the Country Council had not voted 
any support to the minority churches and schools, and 
that the Roman Catholic parish priest of Borszek had 
been forbidden by the school inspector to teach religion 
in the State elementary school. The Greek Oriental 
priest had been entrusted with the task of teaching 
the Roman Catholic faith ("Brassoi Lapok", Feb. 4).

— y —

FRESH BLOWS TO HUNGARIAN 
CULTURE

A memorandum has been submitted by Dr. Joseph 
Wilier, a Hungarian member of Parliament, to the 
Minister of Interior in which the Association of Hun
garian Choral Unions complains of the ungenerous 
attitude of the authorities towards such perfectly harm
less bodies as church choirs ("Magyar Lapok” , Febr. 
20). On March 1st the town authorities of Szekely- 
keresztur (I, G. Duca) discontinued the activities of 
the local Hungarian choral society without any further 
explanation ("Keleti Ujsag” , March 7, No. 54).

The Minister of the Interior has prohibited the 
performances of Eugen Heltai's beautiful play, the 
"Dumb Knight", a drama of high literary value which 
had been played in Vienna several times; it is a dra
matization of Galeotti's Chronicle, one of its heroes 
being King Matthias of Hungary (1458— 1490), whose 
monumental equestrian statue still stands in the main 
square of Kolozsvar (Cluj), the capital city of Tran
sylvania (Temesvari Hirlap, Febr. 19), — The Minister 
of the Interior has ordered the cinema "Urania" in the 
city of Szatmar to be closed; the proprietor of the 
picture house was a Hungarian called Zoltan Papp. 
The secret of this affair is that another picture house 
has been opened in the city, many of its shareholders 
being eminent members of the Rumanian Government 
Party (Keleti Ujsag, Febr. 28).

The national culture of the minorities is being 
exposed to another imminent danger; the new Theat
rical Bill — in the defence of that very elastic and 
arbitrary idea called "national interests" — entitles 
every municipal leader (burgomaster, parish constable, 
etc.) and even the Director of the local Rumanian 
theatrical company (i. e, the business rival) to stop 
the performances of any Hungarian company or any 
other cultural performance. The Bill does not provide 
for a Government subsidy to the minority companies, 
while the Rumanian companies enjoy ample support 
without the obligation of tax paying. This, again, 
sounds like a denial of the principle of equal and just 
treatment which has been laid down in the minority 
agreement (Keleti Ujsag, March 3), — y  —
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DEMOLITION OF HUNGARIAN 
MONUMENTS STILL GOING ON
Very many years ago a bust was erected at £r- 

mindszent, the birthplace of the great Hungarian 
writer and linguist, Francis Kazinczy (1759— 1831), in 
commemoration of the centenary of his birth; the 
Rumanian authorities have now ordered this bust to 
be removed from its place and to be taken to Zilah 
(Magyar Szo, Jan. 10). — Thirty-seven years ago a 
memorial tablet was inserted in the wall of the Town 
Hall of Ujszentes, a village not far from the city of 
Temesvar, to the memory of Alexander Petofi, the 
world-famous Hungarian lyric poet, and General Bern, 
one of the outstanding leaders of the Hungarian War 
of Liberty of 1848—49; this tablet has now been stolen 
at dead of night by unknown hands, and so far its 
place of hiding has not been discovered (Temesvari 
Hirlap, Jan 28),

— y —

FRESH VICTIME OF LANGUAGE 
TESTS

The teachers of the Roman Catholic Agrarian 
School in Kezdivasarhely have been ordered by the 
Ministry of Agriculture to take the language test 
("Magyar Lapok", Jan. 31). The Ministry has also 
ordered the Woods and Forests Offices to make every 
minority department chief, official and employee, even 
the village woodrangers, take the language examina
tion. In the County of Csik this order applies to 103 
public servants ("Keleti Ujsag", Febr. 1). The number, 
running to many thousands, of minority public servants 
— post office employees, teachers, railway employees 
and municipal and county officials —- has been swollen 
by a considerable number of employees from the 
Kolozsvar Municipal Electric Works. That a great 
number of_electricity consumers in Kolozsvar are 
Hungarians does not count. Most of the employees 
who failed to pass the language examination held to
wards the end of last year have been dismissed. Of 
the 31 persons employeed at headquarters (officials 
and servants) who had to take the examination last 
year, only 8 passed, and only 27 of the 47 workmen. 
At a recent meeting of the management of the Muni
cipal Electric Works it was resolved to dismiss those 
who had failed. As the Kolozsvar Municipal Electric 
Works has no pension fund, the discharged employees 
will be entirely unprovided for ("Magyar Ujsag", 
Febr. 6),

The Interim Committee in Kolozsvar has unex
pectedly ordered another 28 minority officials and 
employees to take the language test ("Ellenzek", Feb. 
28). The minority officials and employees in the 
Ministry of Agriculture have likewise been ordered 
by the Minister to pass a language examination. Thusj 
another 217 minority citizens will have to appear 
before the examining committees ("Nepujsag", Feb. 15). 
No whisper of a revision of the cases of the thousands 
of minority officials and employees who were dis
charged on the pretext that their knowledge of 
Rumanian was insufficient, has yet been heard in 
official places; but already the extreme Right "Por- 
unca Vremii" is protesting against the idea of their 
being reinstated in their posts as the result of re
examination ("Keleti Ujsag", Feb. 18).

—  y —

SIGN-POSTS AND SHOP-SIGNS 
MUST BE WRITTEN IN RUMANIAN

On 25th February the Prefect of the County of 
Arad issued a decree ordering that in future only 
Rumanian geographical names were to be used 
throughout the entire area of the county. Hencefor
ward every name and superscription and text on 
all public and private sign-boards must be in Ruman
ian. The use of the old names will be severely 
punished ("Hirlap”, Feb. 26).

The Chief Constable of Szekelykeresztur, M. I. G. 
Duca, has ordered all the shopkeepers of the place 
whose sign-boards bear Hungarian inscriptions too to 
have new ones made, or the Hungarian inscription 
removed ("Keleti Ujsag", March 7).

— y —

FIFTY-NINE PARISHES TO BE 
GIVEN RUMANIAN NAMES

The Rumanian authorities of the County of 
Szatmar have decided to Rumanize the names of 59 
parishes, because their present names have not a purely 
Rumanian character (Keleti Ujsag, January 21st),

— y —

SPECULATION AND 
EXPROPRIATION OF MINORITY 

PROPERTIES
M. Goga's Party has recently introduced a Bill for 

the expropriation — for settlement purposes — of all 
landed property within a zone of 100 kilometres from 
the Western (i. e. Hungarian and Yugoslav) frontiers. 
Properties of less than 25 acres will be expropriated 
if purchased after the year 1914, while those exceeding 
50 acres are to be expropriated irrespectively of their 
tituation and date of purchase. The Bill thus intro
duced is positively anti-constitutional; it hurts the 
feelings of the minority population, and is a living 
example of unequal and unjust treatment. Owing to 
,the intervention of the minority leaders the Govern
ment has not identified itself with the intentions of 
the Bill, so that the danger has been warded off for 
the time being. Some unscrupulous speculators, how
ever, have already taken advantage of the introduction 
of the Bill by going round the frontier district and 
causing a fall of prices by intimidating the population 
of these districts (Magyar Ujsag, Febr. 28).

The leaders of the German minority have pro
tested to the Minister of Agriculture against the Bill. 
They have pointed out that the Bill is in direct contra
diction of the constitutional right of equal and just 
treatment and that it would cause the material ruin 
of he German farming population of the Banate in
habiting the zone within 100 kilometres of the Western 
frontiers. Most of the landed estates in this zone of 
less than 25 acres are held by German farmers. The 
introduction of the Bill caused a sudden fall of 20°/» 
in the price of land in the Banate (Siebembiirgisch 
Deutsches Tageblatt, Febr. 27).

The "Universul", which is the mouthpiece of the 
"right wing", expresses the opinion that the very 
existence of the Rumanian State and People demands 
a speedy Rumanisation of the frontier land facing 
Hungary (Febr. 25).

—  y —
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SUFFERINGS OF BULGARIAN 
MINORITY IN SOUTH DOBRUDJA

The court of justice in Silistra Durostor) should 
have pronounced sentence at the beginning of 
February in a great political trial. No fewer than 337 
Bulgarian subjects of Rumania were arraigned. The 
charge against them was that they had taken part in 
a Communist conspiracy with a view to violently over
throwing order within the State. The "Dimineata", an 
important Rumanian daily, was the first to deny this. 
The trial, however, was postponed till 22nd February 
because the defence announced the intention of pro
ducing a number of new witnesses to prove that during 
the examination of the accused, third degree methods 
reminiscent of the tortures of the Spanish Inquisition 
had been employed to induce them to make the con
fessions the examining authorities wished to hear.

This trial, which was instituted on the strength of 
charges framed by paid informers, is merely one link 
in the chain of a series of measures the openly avowed 
aim of which is to force the authochthonous Bulgarian 
population of South Dobrudja either to emigrate or 
to become absorbed by the Rumanian majority.

The terrible sufferings of the Bulgarian minority 
in Rumania were set forth last year in "Exces contre 
la minorite bulgare dans la Dobroudja du Sud“ , a 
volume published by the lnstitut Bulgare des Minorites. 
For the benefit of our readers we give below a brief 
summary of some passages of that work. They will 
serve as an illustration of the extreme anti-minority 
policy under which not only the Bulgarians, but also 
more or less all the minorities in Rumania arc 
languishing.

In the .field of economics — says the book — the 
greatest blow dealt to the autochthonous Bulgarian 
inhabitants of South Dobrudja was the expropriation 
for settlement purposes of a full third of the some
what more than 500.000 hectares of land in their 
possession. No compensation was paid for the land 
confiscated and its former Bulgarian owners were 
compelled to pay the taxes on it. The confiscation was 
effected in a manner ensuring that the fertile lands 
should pass into the possession of the State, while the 
Bulgarian farmers were left with the poorer parts, in 
some cases with absolutely barren land. Claimants 
belonging to the Bulgarian minority were, without 
exception, debarred from enjoying the "blessings" of 
the Land Reform; and seeing that the laws passed in 
1930, 1934, and 1936 give the State the right of option 
on all land for sale, the autochthonous Bulgarian 
inhabitants are in reality deprived of the possibility 
of acquiring land by purchase. Among the other means 
used to cripple the Bulgarian minority in the field of 
economics we find the system of socage, of compulsory 
unpaid labour, a crushing burden of over-taxation, 
and, last not least the circumstance that almost with
out interruption since 1925 the houses of the Bulgar
ians have been occupied by Rumanian settlers, while 
their owners are obliged to live in the stables.

A few statistics taken from the memorandum ad
dressed to the Rumanian Prime Minister in 1936 will 
serve to illustrate the cultural situation of the Bulgar
ian minority. In 1913 the Bulgarians of the two 
counties of South Dobrudja had 61 churches with a 
Bulgarian ritual, and 72 Bulgarian priests. Today they 
have only 12 priests, most of whom are obliged to 
conduct Divine Service in the Rumanian language. At 
the time of the change of rule the Bulgarians of South 
Dobrudja had 250 elementary schools! in which the 
language of tuition was Bulgarian) with 17.000 pupils 
and 800 teachers. Today all they have is a few private 
elementary schools, 2 lyceums and 2 four-class

gymnasiums with 130 teachers and 2000 pupils, while 
on other hand 21.000 pupils of Bulgarian nationality 
are forced to attend Rumanian schools.

Now as regards the political trial above mentioned.
It is a classical example of political persecution and 
tyranny of the authorities. Since the middle of 
February 1936 the police and gendarmes, aided by the 
Rumanian settlers, have been on the hunt among the 
Bulgarians of 10 villages in the county of Silistra in 
South Dobrudja. Over 800 persons have been arrested 
who, according to an article written on the spot by a 
special correspondent of the Rumanian daily, the 
"Dimineata", were subjected to the following treat
ment. For weeks the innocent victims were starved; 
then, loaded with fetters to which heavy stones or logs 
weighing from 20 to 30 kilogrammes were attached, 
they were driven or dragged on foot from one village 
to the next to be examined again and again. Many of 
the married women and girls were violated. A favourite 
way of examining them v/as as follows. Stripped naked 
they were made to lie face down on a wet floor. A 
tin can full of ice-cold water was placed on the back 
of the victim and left there until he broke down and 
"confessed". Confessions extracted in this way form 
the evidence submitted in the public prosecutor's bill 
of indictment.

And all this is taking place in the era of inter
nationally guaranteed minority protection. What a 
farce that protection is, is proved more than anything 
also by the lamentable fact that there was not one 
man on the whole League of Nations Council ready to 
lift his voice in protest against the persecution and 
systematic ruining of an entire racial group.

— y —

Y U G O S L A V I A

THE CHURCH AND SCHOOL 
AUTONOMY OF THE SERBIANS OF 
HUNGARY FIGURES AS IDEAL OF 

THE GERMAN MINORITY 
IN YUGOSLAVIA

At the session of the Skupshtina on March 3rd. 
Dr. Stephen Kraft, German Deputy, made an important 
speech in which he first objected to the Minister of 
Education, Stonovitch, having failed in his speech on 
the Budget to even mention the national minorities 
and their legitimate claims in the field of education. 
In the course of his arguments he dealt exhaustively 
with the situation of the parallel elementary school 
sections of the Germans of Yugoslavia, establishing 
the fact that there was not a sufficient supply of 
German teachers and that in many places the sections 
with German as the language of instructions were 
being taught by teachers who were not familiar with 
German, — a circumstance concerning which he had 
convinced himself by personal experience, inter alia 
in respect to the elementary school sections of the 
German minority at Crvenica in the "Bacska" district, 
Indjija in the "Szeremseg” district, Ruma, Franztal 
and Zemun, where of 77 teachers only 14 were of 
German nationality, the others knowing very little or 
nothing of German. One result of this absurd situation 
was that the children did not learn properly either
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their mother tongue or the language of the State, 
leaving the schools after completion of the courses as 
half-illiterates. The number of unfortunate children of 
the kind was large enough relatively speaking; and 
the trouble was aggravated by the circumstance that 
of 47.000 children of schooling age 10.000 were not 
receiving any instruction in German at all.

Continuing, Dr. Kraft declared that the minorities 
protested most energetically against their being — - 
despite their reliability as citizens of the State — 
made the victims of the policy of reciprocity, and that 
they were not prepared to acquiesce in their being 
still treated as citizens of inferior rank. In his opinion 
the question as to what was to become of the younger 
generations of minority pupils when they had finished 
their schooling, was of the utmost importance; those 
younger generations — in view chiefly of the fact that 
almost insurmountable obstacles stood in the way of 
their finding employment in the public service — must 
be ensured possibilities at least of earning a mere sub
sistence and of obtaining some employment.

A circumstance of importance as illustrating the 
educational situation of the German minority was that 
the Schwabisch-Deutscher Kulturbund had for three 
years trying in vain to establish an infant school with 
German as the language of instruction at tJjvidek 
(Novisad). In this connection he believed it necessary 
that minority education should be separated in the 
Ministry administratively from education in the 
language of the State. He noted finally that as far 
back as 1928 the German Deputies had submitted to 
Government a proposal for the equitable adjustment 
of the question of schooling which had however not 
yet achieved any results. In the said proposal the 
German Deputies had pointed out most emphatically 
that a veritably ideal solution of the educational 
problem of the German minority would be the re
production of the church and school autonomy freely 
enjoyed by the Serbians of Hungary down to the end 
of the Great War.

— y —

OFFICIAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE 
DESTRUCTION OF HUNGARIAN 

ART MEMORIALS
On March 10th. the Court of Law at Ujvidek 

(Novisad) began the trial of Oberknezhevitch, Head 
Keeper of the Town Records, who during the course 
of the year 1935 stole from the town hall the portrait 
of Queen Eilzabeth of Hungary painted by the famous 
Hungarian painter Vastagh, which in the early days 
of the change of rule the Serbians had placed in the 
lumber room of the town hall. During the trial 
Slavnitch, former Keeper of the Town Records, when 
asiked by the counsel for the defence whether the town 
had ever received a confidential ministerial ordinance 
with instructions to destroy all old pictures, coats of 
arms and other objects serving as reminders of the 
Hungarian regime, answered in the affirmative. Similar 
evidence was given by Dr. Markovitch, town councillor, 
who in reply to a question put by the counsel for the

defence as to why the valuable picture in question 
had not been entered in the inventory of the town, 
answered simply that it v/as not necessary to keep 
any record of the picture, seeing that it was a symbol 
of the Hungarian regime of former times.

FRESH DATA CONCERNING 
NATIONALISTIC OBJECTS:OF LAND 

REFORM
At the March 7th. session of the Skupshtina M. 

Stankovitch, Minister of Agriculture, declared that on 
the 714 lati'fundia so far expropriated in the "northern 
territories" — i. e. in the "Voivodina" district wrested 
from Hungary, in Croatia and in Slovenia — and 
distributed exclusively among claimants of Serb and 
other Yugoslav nationality 31.700 families (including 
19.442 "Dobrovoliatz” families) had been settled, that 
the applications of more than 7000 "Dobrovoliatz" 
claimants had not yet been settled and that it would 
not be possible to allot land to more than one half 
of these claimants, while the others would have to be 
indemnified by receiving State bonds. From "Dobro
voliatz" families 48 new settlements had been 
established in the "Bacslka" region and in the Baranya 
triangle alone — chiefly along the Hungarian frontier 
and in the immediate vicinity of villages inhabited by 
Magyars. Another exceptionally interesting statement 
made by the Minister was to the effect that during 
the course of the past ten years the area under cultiv
ation has been increased by 1.400.000 hectares, — a 
circumstance which, if really true, proves that the 
land required to carry into effect the land reform 
measures might have been acquired without having 
recourse to the expropriation and parcelling out of 
the latifundia and that the settlement of the Yugoslav 
claimants on the territories requisitioned was inspired, 
not by economic or social, but by exclusively national
istic aims. That is evident also from the address 
delivered on January 19th., before the Association of 
Yugoslav Agronomists, by M. Ristitch. a high official 
in the Ministry of Agriculture, who declared that the 
agrarian reform served the objects of national policy 
and that the settlement of the national elements was 
effected irrespective of whether they were interested 
in agriculture or not. In his opinion the main object 
of the settlement v/as the nationalisation of territories 
the nationalism of which was doubtful.

— y —

FINANCIAL RUIN OF HUNGARIAN 
TOWN

The corporate town of Nagykanizsa (Pavlovgrad) 
is 95°/o Hungarian in character. At a meeting of the 
Town Council (appointed not elected) on 5th March 
it was resolved, in response to a motion made by M. 
Agbaba, the Serb Mayor of the town, that in order 
to escape total bankruptcy the status of the town 
should be reduced to that of a borough, The sole 
reason for this astonishing step is that thanks to the 
mismanagement of a series of inept and untrained 
officials — appointed officials — the once wealthy 
town has become so impoverished that its inhabitants 
are no longer able to pay the costs of an expensive 
municipal administration,

— y —
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EUGENE HUBAY
1858—1937_______

by
D r. A lexa n d er K u th y

On 12th March Hungarian music suffered a severe 
loss. On that day Eugene Hubay, Member of the 
Upper House, Director of the Hungarian Academy of 
Music and the uncrowned king of the Hungarian 
musical world, died at a ripe old age. As artist and 
teacher his influence extended far beyond the narrow 
frontiers of Dismembered Hungary, and therefore we 
consider it appropriate to publish in these columns 
for the benefit of our Anglo-Saxon readers a brief 
summary of his life and work.

Eugene Hubay's father, himself a gifted violini't, 
composer and teacher of music, was musical Director 
of both the National Theatre in Budapest and the 
Royal Operahouse. He was his son's first music 
teacher; but when the latter was little more than a 
mere child he decided to send him abroad to study 
under a famous master.

At that time there were three centres of the art 
of the violin: Brussels, with Vieuxtemps and Wien
awsky, Leipzig with Ferdinand David, and Vienna 
with a number ol lesser lights — all of them excellent 
musicians whose musical genealogy might be traced 
back to Schuppanzig and the days of Beethoven. 
About this time David died and Hubay took his son 
to his most famous pupil, Joachim, in Berlin. Eugene 
Hubay was then 13 years of age. Spohr—David— 
Bohm— Joachim—Hubay — all links in the same 
chain. After four years of study with Joachim, for 
whom he conceived an affection that was to last as 
long as life itself, Eugene Hubay, with a letter of 
recommendation from Liszt in his wallet, went to 
Paris to play before Vieuxtemps. He became the pro
tegee of Wienawsky and Massenet and gained ad
mittance to the magic circle of French music. Thus 
the demoniac, enthralling personality of Liszt, the 
broad tones. French esprit and facility and subtile 
virtuosity of Vieuxtemps, the philosophic calm and 
depth of Joachim, and the Polish passion of Wienaw
sky, mingled with an inborn Hungarian impulsiveness, 
fiery rhythm and wildness in the scarcely 18 years 
old musician. His art drew from three sources: it was 
composed of Hungarian, German and French elements, 
and this mixture characterized it to the end.

This catholic, European amalgamation was per
haps one secret of his art and of his fame as a teacher 
of the violin. But the deepest and most lasting im
pression was that created by Francis Liszt and his 
personal contacts with him.

The author has been privileged to see Hubay's 
notes still awaiting publication — a diarv running to 
several volumes — in the Master's desk. Two incidents 
in particular are verv arresting. The one describes 
his first night in Berlin, when he was left alone in 
his room to prepare for next morning's meeting with 
Joachim. There was no sleet) for him and in the 
middle of the night he tiptoed into the next room to 
investigate the source of the peculiar odour and the 
light emanating from it. There, in a coffin surrounded 
with wax candles, he found the corpse of a grey
haired man, The dead man's room had been let to him.

The other arresting scene is his first meeting with 
Liszt. It was at a matinee arranged in honour of 
Joachim by the great patron of art, Cardinal Haynald 
of Kalocsa, that Hubay first played before Liszt. 
"Liszt came to me, kissed me and amidst repeated 
outbursts of applause, introduced me to Henry 
Wienawsky, who was in Budapest for a concert at 
that time. Little did I, a mere youth, dream that a 
few years later I was to be Wienawsky's successor at 
the Brussels Academy of M usic... My joy was 
boundless. During the winter months I spent an hour, 
sometimes an evening, every second day with him 
(Liszt). Those months remain one of my most happy 
memories. With Liszt's letter of recommendation 1 
began my career in Paris. In the autumn of 1878 I 
again met Liszt there. He was the head of the Hun
garian art department at the Paris International 
Exhibition.”

His personal contacts with Liszt left an indelible 
impression on the soul and the art of young Hubay. 
Armed with that letter from Liszt he presented him
self to Vieuxtemps in Paris and played before him. 
The crippled master took an immediate fancy to him, 
practically adopted him and opened the doors of the 
fastidiously critical Parisian salons to him. He soon 
became a favourite in musical circles, for he had 
learned to feel at ease in the elegant world in Berlin, 
where, in Joachim's villa, he had played before the 
Kaiser, Moltke and Bismarck.

1880 was a turning-point in his life: a concert 
in London and another in Paris made his name famous.

It was probably through Joachim that he went 
to London, for the latter, who spoke English fluently, 
spent some months every year in London, where he 
was very popular and where his "Hamlet" overture 
had already been performed several times. Hubay, 
accompandied on the piano by a Hungarian musician, 
Charles Agghazy, made his London debut in St. 
James's Hall with "Hungarian National Melodies" 
and scored an extraordinary success. This was the 
first time Hungarian folk-music had been heard in 
London, and in the audience was the Prince of Wales, 
later King Edward VII,

All London spoke of the two young Hungarian 
musicians. Lord Paget arranged for them to play 
at a concert in his own mansion in honour of the King 
and Queen of Greece. Among the guests present was 
the Prince of Wales, who was accompanied by the 
beautiful Ladv Dudley. Leaning on the piano, with 
closed eyes, they drank in the music of the pusztas. 
The songs played by Hubay were those which later 
he wove into his Csardaielenetek (Scenes in a Country 
inn.). The Prince of Wales, who had visited Hungary 
more than once and honoured several Hungarian 
noblemen with his friendship, seizing a glass of 
champagne drank to Hubay, saying in Hungarian 
"£ljen a szep Magyarorszag!" (Long live beautiful 
Hxtngary!).

The same year Hubay had a concert in Paris at 
which he played his suite composed from Massenet's
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opera "The King of Lahore”. These two concerts 
established his fame. He was besieged by impressarios 
with offers of tours from America to Russia, The 
"Menetret" refused to believe that Hubay was a Hun
garian: "Only a gypsy could put such tire into Hun
garian music” . Hut Hubay refused all offers, and 
accompanied his old friend Vieuxtemps to Algiers, 
where he remained until the death of the latter. Dr. 
Lister, the famous English physician, who was also 
one of Vieuxtemps' friends, then had the opportunity 
of enjoying Hubay's music daily.

It was only after Vieuxtemps' death that Hubay 
learned the last wish of the great master that Hubay 
should take the place he had vacated in the Royal 
Academy of Music in Brussels. Thus, at the age of 
23, he became director of one of the most famous 
schools of artists in Europe. But although he spent 
five years in Brussels, where he again met Liszt, he 
continued to remain a Hungarian national. During his 
sojourn in Belgium King Leopold II gave a concert 
in honour of the Prince of Wales and Hubay had an
other opportunity of playing to the Prince,

After five years of brilliant successes at concerts 
in various countries he was recalled to Hungary by 
his father, who was ill and in 1886 was appointed 
professor at the Budapest Academy of Music in his 
father's place. The premises of the Academy consisted 
of a few rooms in Liszt's private apartments and Liszt 
himself was director, in consequence of which he spent 
a few months every year in Budapest.

From that time on the last fifty years of Hubay's 
life were devoted to Hungarian music, of which during 
that period he was the uncrowned king, and it was 
he who raised Budapest to international importance 
in the sphere of music. First professor, then director, 
later chief directorand on his retirement presiding 
director of the Hungarian Academy of Music, it was 
during his administration that the Academy attained 
its present European fame.

His work of half a century covered a wide sphere 
of activity. As violinist he was one of the greatest 
virtuosos of the century, not even second to Sarasate, 
while Vieuxtemps and Wienawsky acknowledged him 
their superior. The original way he handled the bow, 
the elegant, wide sweep of his wrist, created a school 
of its own. His sweet warm cantilena was inimitable; 
it touched the heart and brought smiles to the lips or 
or tears to the eyes of the hearer. Like a fountain of 
gold it welled up, radiant, sparkling, exciting, and 
exhilarating, to fall a cascade of gentle rain, soothing 
and lulling the heart. Hubay never lost this art.

To hear him was a never-to-be-forgotten ex
perience. Even compared with a Hubermann or a 
Kreisler, he was something unique; his technique was 
individual, inimitable. To a certain extent his pupils 
acquired the art, and among them perhaps Joseph 
Szigeti most closely approaches the Master, The 
lyrical Francis Vecsey, who died a few years ago, 
was another of his famous pupils, of whom he had 
many — all first-rate artists, for Hubay chose them 
carefully from among applicants from every quarter 
of the globe. On his lists we find German, French, 
Italian, Swedish, South American, Esthonian, Spanish 
and English names. Hubay's artists' school was famous 
all the world over. One of the most valuable elements 
of his art was his ability and patience as a teacher, 
the latter trait being usually rare in great artists.

His ability as a teacher procured for him an in
vitation to the school of artists in London. In 1904 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie, Director of the British 
Royal Academy of Music, offered him the post of 
director of the school of artists. He would not have 
had to teach more than five months a year for a salary 
of L 5000, but he declined the offer as, preferring to

remain in Budapest, he declined other invitations to 
America and St, Petersburg.

As composer his range covered everything from 
simple songs to symphonies. The following operas by 
Hubay have been produced in the Budapest Opera- 
house: Alienor (1891), The Fiddler of Cremona (1894), 
The Black Sheep (1896), Moss Rose (1903), The Love 
of Lavotta (1906), Anna Karenina (1923), The Mask 
(1931), and the Venus of Milo (1935). Of these The 
Fiddler of Cremona and Anna Karenina have been 
produced in several European and American opera- 
houses. In 1886 the Budapest Philharmonic Society 
gave a performance of his ’’Concerto Dramatique” for 
the first time, and from that date on it performed 
many of his works, e. g. the B. Major Symphony, 
Hungarian Variations, C. Minor Symphony, Violin 
Concerto and Vita Nuova (Dante Symphony), while 
his Petofi Symphony has been performed in Budapest, 
Rome and Debrecen by the new concert orchestra. Of 
his songs those composed to poems by Petofi are the 
best — a harmonious blending of text and melody 
Besides these he has composed innumerable other 
works: songs for male and mixed choirs, duets for 
violin and piano, violin studies, dances, etc. In 1936, 
a few months before his death, he finished the com
position of a symphonic ballet, "The Selfish Giant”. 
His fourteen Scenes in a Csarda, variations on Hun
garian folk-songs, are recognized everywhere as touch
stones of virtuosity, and figure on the programmes of 
most violinists. At the age of 79 he was working on a 
new symphony.

As said before, Hubay as composer received his 
first real impulse from Liszt, although he had already 
done some work in that direction under Joachim's 
influence. Liszt's Rhapsodies for the piano are elabor
ations of Hungarian folk-songs cast in a new, hitherto 
ubknown, free mould, lacking all strictures of form. 
The composer had given himself a free hand, and like 
the gypsy, following the inspiration of the moment, 
varying mood, rhythm and tune in quick succession, 
often within the same melody, a method which lent a 
special magic, mobility, and impetus to the composi
tion and made him an early herald of musical im
pressionism. Liszt elaborated the themes of about 80 
Hungarian folk-songs besides those in his rhapsody 
for the violin and piano discovered after his death 
and re-written as a violin concert by Hubay.

But Liszt had never heard Hungarian songs ex
cept as played by gypsies, and he made the fatal 
mistake of supposing that the gypsies not only played, 
but also composed, them, whereas gypsies are merely 
excellent interpreters; creative artists among them are 
very rare. Their folk-songs are old gypsy songs that 
have nothing to do with Hungarian music. It is sur
prising that Liszt never inquired into the origin of 
the songs he chose. Had he done so he might have 
found the tunes of some of them in the Russian step
pes. Such perhaps had followed the Hungarians on 
their wanderings from the time of the migration of 
the peoples. The majority, however, were composed 
by Hungarian gentlemen, amateur composers, and 
were thus merely more or less successful imitations 
of real folk-songs.

In his youth Eugene Hubay did not know the 
masterpieces of Siculian song, the origins of which 
reach back a thousand years. The collection of what 
has remained of ancient Hungarian songs was not 
begun in earnest till the twentieth century, although 
Prince Paul Eszterhazy, a great favourite of Marie 
Theresa and himself a writer of songs, collected over 
500 with music and in the eighteenth century Paloczy 
Horvath made a collection of 450. Although, I repeat, 
Hubay did not draw from the source of real folk- 
music, yet his compositions were more natural and
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nearer to the psyche of the Hungarian folk than were 
Liszt's. Hubay knew the genuine sources, knew what 
the gypsies had done in the way of polishing, 
embellishing and often spoiling the originals. His 
impulse was not derived, but he could not escape the 
influence of Liszt's powerful genius, much less that 
of German classical music.

In one of his essays Romain Rolland writes that 
most of the musical controversies between the foll
owers of Rameau and Gluck, Debussy and Wagner, 
had their origin in one great question, that of aristo
cratic art and popular art. Scarcerly 150 years have 
elapsed since popular art was discovered, since people 
began to collect old folk-songs. Beginning with Cho
pin, Russian, Norwegian, French and German com
posers now strive to give a national stamp to their 
music and draw on folk-songs as on a primary source. 
A century and a half stretches between John Parry's 
collection of folk-songs (Ancient British Music, 1745) 
and the collection of Bartok and Kodaly (1905) . , .  
Meanwhile Hungarian dance music and folk-songs 
turn up here and there, „alla ungherese” , in the works 
of classical composers — Haydn, Beethoven and 
Schubert.

Hubay's art was characterized by a certain aristo- 
cratism, a certain lyric sensitiveness. What it drew from 
folk-songs was chiefly their melodiousness; dramatic 
crescendo put too much a strain on it. He was of the 
I’art pour I’art school, a spectator who described the 
experiences of others while he himself remained aloof, 
his heart untouched. In this respect he reminds us of 
the great Hungarian poet, John Arany, who has not 
left one single love lyric to posterity, owing to a 
reluctance to let world peer into the intimacies of his 
private life. John Arany, author of the greatest popu
lar epic in the Hungarian language, was at heart an 
aristocrat like Hubay.

This was one of the reasons why Hubay did not 
appreciate modern music, though as appreciating

P O L I T I

B  U L G A 111 A

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF BULGARIA

A highly interesting lecture on the economic 
development of Bulgaria was held recently in the 
Hungarian capital by M. Lazar Tzvetkov, Press 
Attache at the Bulgarian Legation in Budapest. He 
gave a graphic illustration, with many figures and 
particulars, of the remarkable progress which the 
economic life of Bulgaria has achieved in spite of 
her unfavourable circumstances. At the time of her 
liberation from the Turkish yoke the country was 
almost a desert, and in the first sixty years of her 
existence as an independent State she passed through 
four successive wars, the last of which — the Great 
War — almost completely destroyed her material 
resources. The possibilities of a profitable production 
are unfavourably influenced by the fact that the 
country is so far from its great markets. Its means of 
communication with the West are also imperfect, 
because it is shut off from the Aegean Sea, which is 
only 30 kilometres away. Greece has not connected 
any of her railway lines with those of Bulgaria nor 
is Rumania willing to have a railway bridge built 
between her and Bulgaria. Nevertheless, Bulgaria has

youth, he introduced the now world-famous represen
tatives of that music, Bela Bartok and Zoltan Kod&ly, 
into the Hungarian Academy of Music, The origine of 
his own musical culture and also his age made it im
possible for Hubay to effect changes in his art.

It was marvellous how splendid this original 
genius was in Chamber Music. The Hubay-Popper 
string quartette was famous all the world over and it 
is to Hubay that Brahms owes his popularity in 
Europe. Until the end he enjoyed playing Chamber 
Music; but his greatest pleasure was to conduct an 
orchestra.

Hubay also contributed to the literature of music. 
Many articles from his pen have appeared in Hun
garian and foreign papers. His inaugural address in 
the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, his essays on 
subjects connected with music, his suggestions and his 
writings on the development of the Academy of 
Music, besides his unpublished diary, would fill vo
lumes. His biography has been written by several 
authors, amongst others by Emil Haraszthy and 
Victor Papp.

In a speech delivered in the British Parliament on 
the occasion of the death of a great statesman, Lord 
Beaconfield said that his death had been as beautiful 
as his life. The same may be said of Hubay. A meet
ing had been called in Budapest to discuss the arran
gements of a general musical festival, and Hubay, 
whose mind and memory were as clear as ever, was 
taking part in the debate. He was just outlining his 
suggestions about the operatic part of the festival 
when his hand flew to his heart and he dropped dead.

He was buried with due honours by the nation. 
His epitaph might well be the words spoken by Lord 
Beaconsfield of England's great statesman: „He was 
the noblest representative of the middle classes, an 
ornament to his office and the pride of the country".

— y —

very nearly reached the stage of intensive culture in 
almost every branch of agriculture. South-Bulgaria 
has almost completely turned from wheat to the grow
ing of industrial and other useful plants, such as 
tobacco, cotton, rice, grapes, etc., since the climate 
of that region appears to be extremely favourable to 
these plants; thus Northern Bulgaria remains the only 
wheat-growing part of the country. What with the 
remarkable increase of the population and its growing 
demands, the growth of industrial production has 
become so rapid that it reached a total value of 1500 
million leva in 1936. Nevertheless, Bulgaria will still 
remain a valuable industrial market for other count
ries, especially as far as the manufacturing industry 
is concerned. Though she is one of the most stable 
money markets, Bulgaria has very little foreign capital 
at her disposal, which makes her suffer continually 
from the shortage of money. Her safest source of 
capital is the economy of her people. Co-operative 
societies are not found in such large numbers in any 
other country of Eastern Europe. The great distance 
of her markets and the imperfection of her means of 
communication are no doubt responsible for the fact 
that Bulgaria's exports have not more than doubled 
in the last fifty years. This, again, makes the acquisi
tion of foreign currencies extremely difficult, this — 
owing to the unexpected growth of the demand —

C A L  E C O N O M Y
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being one of the most acute problems of Bulgaria's 
economic life. A striking exhibition of the country's 
industrial production is the annual Fair at Plovdiv 
in the month of May, which has this year assumed an 
international character. In recent years Bulgaria has 
begun to make arrangements for the reception of 
foreign visitors, too; the success of this propaganda 
is guaranteed by the friendliness of her population, 
as well as by the beauty of her scenery and the large 
number of medicinal springs, in which Bulgaria is 
the wealthiest of all the Balkan countries.

— y —

CZ E C H O- SL O V A KL A

JANUARY FOREIGN TRADE BALANCE 
SHOWS DEFICIT OF FIFTY MILLIONS

Acording to the report of the Statistical Bureau 
just issued, the value of Czecho-Slovakia's imports 
in January, 1936, amounted to 699.5 and that of her 
exports to 650 million Czech crowns, — that meaning 
an excess of imports of practically 50 million crowns. 
The Statistical Bureau explains the unfavourable 
result as due to there being no boat traffic in the 
month of January, The balance for the month of 
January, 1935, — with a total turn-over of 1028 
million crowns — had shown a deficit (excess of 
imports amounting to 34 million Czech crowns.

The exports of manufactures represented a value 
of 87.5, that of foodstuffs and beverages a value of 
43.5 million Czech crowns. The wool imports re
presented a value of 31 millions i n excess of the 
amount recorded in the previous year. The value of 
exports in January showed an advance of 154 millions 
on that recorded for the same month of 1935. The 
value of the exports of the textile industries showed 
an advance of 12 millions, that of the glass industries 
an advance of 8 millions, and that of the paper 
industry an advance of 7 millions. There was an in
crease in the quantity (11.572 tons) and in the value 
(8 million Czech crowns) of the sugar exports; while 
there was an advance of 4665 tons in the quantity 
and of 7 millions in the value of the wood exports.

— y —

EXPORT SUBSIDY
The "Deutsche Presse" (Prague) sees with regret 

that the question of a reimbursement of taxes to the 
glass, china, textile and sugar exporting industries 
has not yet been settled according to the definite re
solution of the Cabinet Council. The paper hopes that 
under the Hodza Administration there will be no re
petition of the sad experiences of the past, when 
economic measures were often not carried out until 
it was hopeless to expect any good results of them.

— y —

DECREASE IN TIMBER EXPORTS IN 1936.
Compared with 1935, Czecho-Slovakia's exports 

of timber showed a considerable decline in 1936, both 
in quantity and in value. The chief cause of this 
decline was that Germany's importation of wood from 
Czecho-Slovakia was less. In 1936 the total quantity 
of timber exported was 11.331.866 tons, valued at
366.800.000 crowns. In 1935 the quantity exported was
1.500.000 tons more, and the total value was about
403.000.000 crowns.

TOURIST TRAFFIC BALANCE RATHER 
UNFAVOURABLE IN 1936.

A recent issue of the "NarodohospodarSky Obzor" 
contains the tourist traffic balance sheet for 1936. It 
shows that about 450.000.000 crowns were spent in 
that year, as against an estimate of about 449.000.000 
for 1935. The sum spent at the spas by permanent and 
passing visitors was 180.000.000 crowns. This is 
slightly more than in the previous year. In other 
places foreign visitors spent about 170.000.000 crowns. 
Their railway fares amounted to about 60.000.000. As 
regards the other side of the balance, i, e. the sum 
spent by Czecho-Slovak tourists abroad, the article 
shows that about 580—590.000.000 crowns were de
voted to that purpose. A comparison of the two sides 
of the balance sheet shows a balance of 130.000.000—
140.000.000 crowns on the wrong side.

—  y —

H UN G A H ¥

HUNGARY’S ECONOMIC FIGURES
According to the report of the Central Statistical 

Bureau the wholesale trade index in February fell 
from 96 to 93. A slight fall is in evidence in the prices 
of corn, while the prices of industrial articles show 
a certain rise. The cost of living index has risen from
106.2 to 107.2, The total amount of deposits held in 
February by the Budapest banks affiliated to the 
Federation of Banks and by the Post Office Savings 
Bank amounted to 1411.6 million pengo, 724.6 millions 
being saving deposits and 687 millions current 
account deposits.

— y —

DEVALUATION OF CURRENCIES DID NOT 
CAUSE A FALL IN EXPORTS

At the general meeting recently held by the Hun
garian Tariff Society it was stated that the exports 
of Hungary in 1936 increased by 55 millions, her corn 
and fruit exports being represented by 28 and 9 mil
lions respectively. The devaluation of currencies last 
autumn made its effect felt only in Hungary's relations 
with Italy, while her exports to Switzerland show a 
rise. On the other hand, the devaluation of the cur
rencies had nothing to do with the tact that Hungary's 
exports to Germany were 10.5 millions less in the 
last quarter; this was due solely to the suspension of 
the exports of pigs and lard.

According to the data of the Central Statistical 
Bureau the value of imports in February rose from
30.2 to 32.3 million pengo, while that of exports in
creased from 41,2 to 50.7 millions. The excess of 
exports in January and February rose from 5.3 to 36 
millions as compared with last year's figures. There 
is a certain decrease to be noted in the imports of 
pig iron, small shot, rice, mineral oil, paper and iron
ware; the imports of raw hides and metals, on the 
other hand, increased slightly. The exports of wheat 
in January and February were despatched as follows:
476.000 q. to Italy, 264.000 q. to Austria, and 213.000 
q. to Switzerland. Germany purchased 375.000 q. of 
maize, while 188.000 q, of rye went to Austria, The 
number of cattle exported to Italy was 11.650 head, 
the total number exported being 16.150 head, A re
markable set-back was caused by the suspension of 
exports to Germany in the export of fresh meat, lard,— y —



32 D A N T J B I A N  R E V I E W

and bacon. The export of pig has suffered in con
sequence of Austria's limited purchasing power. The 
quantity of poultry exported was 42.300 q,, 23.250 of 
that quantity going to Great Britain. Germany pur
chase 13.000 q. of eggs, the total amount exported 
being 21.500 q.

— y —

RESULTS OF LAND REFORM
The first volume of the statistical accounts re

ferring to landed property has recently been published; 
it contains also particulars illustrating the results of 
the land reform, — The results of the year 1935 may 
hebe summersed follows: the amount of ltnd distri
buted among 389.307 claimints aggreated 705.468 cad. 
yoke. The average are a of taked addotted to each 
claimant was less than 2 yokes; the average site re
presents about 375 sq. fathoms. — 570.760 cad, yokes 
out of this total were given as freehold, while
134.708 cad. yokes are to be considered as copyholt. 
56.046 cad. yokes have been distributed among those 
who are not occupied with farming (39.547 persons); 
in this case the average lot of ground allotted to 
each claimant is 1.4 cad. yokes, which is slightly less 
than the average portion allotted to farming people.

The amount of land parcelled out as copyhold 
is, on the average, a good deal more than in the per
vious category. The statistical accounts are based on 
4.681 such "reform-holdings" representing a total of
134.708 cad. yokes' i, e. 29 cad. yokes for each 
"holding". In the course of distribution the State 
received 4.703 cad. yokes, the parishes, towns and 
other municipalities were given 32.487 cad. yokes, the 
farming communities received 56.831 cad, yokes, and 
—-  last — the war veterans ("knights") were given 
25.790 cad. yokes, while the Churches received only 
very insignificant allotment from the land distributed.

—  y —

NEW PAPER MILLS IN HUNGARY

It is reported that negotiations are being con
ducted between the paper mill in Szolnok and the 
Farmers' Co-operative Society, the "Hangya”, in order 
to arrange that the latter should partake in the 
management of the mill with a necessary amount of 
capital. — It is a remarkable fact that, in spite of 
the apparent difficulties of the undertaking, the 
establishment of several new paper mills has been 
decided. Thus, for instance, a new paper mill is to 
be established in Szeked with a capital of 1.5 million 
pengo. Regardless of technical difficulties the paper 
manufacturing company Nemenyi in Csepel is to com
plete the building of its cellulose factory within a 
year. The building of this factory will be accelerated 
by the fact that a certain shortage has lately arisen 
in the cellulose supply of Hungary owing to the in- 
accessability of the consignments of foreign firms. At 
present Hungary needs a yearly supply of 4000 wagon
loads of paper cellulose, 2200 being purchased from 
Austria. The German firms have a quota of 1600 
wagonloads, but they have not exported more than 
1160 wagonloads in all; this year, as a matter of fact, 
the total amount exported was not more than 200 or 
300 wagonloads. The new Hungarian factory will thus 
be able to find a market for at least 1500 wagonloads

of cellulose every year. In view of these possibilities 
a new concern — said to be closely connected with 
the paper mill in Szentendre — has decided to erect 
a new cellulose factory near Ercsi with a capital of 
3.5 million pengo, for the production of 1200 wagon
loads a year.

—  y —

17% RISE IN TOTAL AMOUNT OF 
HUNGARY’S EXPORTS

The value of Hungary's imports in the first ten 
months of the year amounted to 358.4 (306.3) million 
pengo, while her exports showed a total value of 406.6 
(351.9) millions. As against the excess of exports (45.6 
millions) in January—October last year, this year 
shows an excess of exports amounting to 48.2 millions.

Among the articles imported this year, there is a 
remarkable rise (against the same season last year) in 
raw, planed, and sawn wood, raw mineral oil, raw 
cotton, machines and appliances, while there is a cer
tain decrease in the imports of raw and combed wool, 
and worsted.

Among our export articles there is a remarkable 
rise in wheat, fresh fruit, cattle, butter, and ralway 
cars, while the exports cars, while the exports of lard, 
bacon, cut poultry, malt, and electric machines and 
appliances has suffered a decrease.

The total volume of our foreign trade (imports 
and exports combined) amounted to 658.2 millions in 
the first ten months of last year; this year it amounted 
to a total 106.8 million pengo, that showing an in
crease of about 7°lo i nthe total volume of our foreign 
trade.

—  y —

R U M A N I A

“RUMANIA HAS THE POOREST AND 
LOWEST OUTPUT OF THE AGRARIAN 

STATES44

The Rumanian papers, especially the "Curentul" 
(January 28) and the "Universul” (Febr. 10), gave a 
very optimistic account of a lecture given by Prof. 
J. H. Fleur, of Manchester in the "Le Play Society", 
in which the lecturer went so far as to declare that 
"the Rumanian peasant stood far above the level of 
any other peasant people in Central Europe". The 
most poignant reply to this statement was given by 
King Carol II. himself at the annual conference of 
Rumanian Agrarians. "It is a shameful thing", he is 
reported to have said, "that of all the agrarian States 
Rumania has the poorest and lowest agricultural out
put". No comment is needed on this statement.

According to figures given by M, Sasu, Minister 
of Agriculture, in his speech on the Agricultural Bill, 
Rumania’s 19,000.000 inhabitants live in 3,000.000 
dwellings, only 862.675 of which are built of bricks, 
while 73.304 are built of wood, 1,002.556 of loam 
bricks and 40.485 are caves dug in the earth, 36.5'Vo 
of the peasants have no draught animals, 32.5°/» no 
cows and 48.4°/o no pigs ("Naplo” , Feb, 24).

—  y —
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