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PRINCESS JULIANA OF HOLLAND AND HER CONSORT
IN BUDAPEST

Towards the end of their honeymoon Princess 
Juliana of Holland and her Consort, Prince Bernhard 
zu Lippe-Biesterfeld, arrived in Budapest on 9th 
February from Krynica in Poland. On this occas m 
the whole Hungarian nation gave spontaneous ex
pression to the sympathy felt in Hungary towards 
Holland. In the hard years following the close of the 
war the people of the Netherlands extended their tra
ditional hospitality to numerous little Hungarian 
children, for which Hungary will never cease to be 
grateful. This gratitude now found expression in the 
warm welcome accorded to the royal visitors during 
their three days' stay in Hungary. Undoubtedly the 
outstanding event of their sojourn was the reception

they received in Parliament. When Princess Juliana 
and her Consort made their appearance in the box 
reserved for foreign diplomats, they were immediately 
recognized by the House, and Mr. Rupert, M. P. who 
was just putting a question to the Minister of 
Finance, interrupted his speech to address a few words 
of welcome to them. Turning towards Princess Juliana, 
he said that Hungary would never forget what Hol
land had done for the Hungarian children after the 
war, when she took them in, fed, and clothed them. 
After a three days' stay the royal couple took their 
departure followed by the best wishes of the whole 
nation.

—  y —

THE AUSTRIAN MINISTER OF COMMERCE LECTURES
IN BUDAPEST

By invitation of the Hungaro-Austria Society 
Herr Taucher, Austria's Minister of Commerce, de
livered a lecture in Budapest on 29th January on the 
problem of self-sufficiency. Among those to meet him 
at the railway station was M, G&za Bornemissza, Hun

garian Minister of Commerce and Industry, who, with 
M. Fabinyi, Minister of Finance, and Baron Apor, 
the Foreign Minister's permanent deputy, was also 
present at Herr Taucher's lecture.

—  y —

YUGOSLAV MINISTER’S DINNER IN HUNGARIAN 
PRIME MINISTERS HONOUR

M. Vukchevitch, Yugoslavia's Minister in Buda- Daranyi. Amongst those present were M. Maugras, 
pest, and Mme Vukchevitch gave a dinner at the French Minister, and Count Vinci, Italian Minister, 
Yugoslav Legation on 29th January in honour of M. — y  —

H O W  M I N O R I T I E S  L I V E
COMPLETE FIASCO OF MINORITY 

PROCEDURE EMPLOYED 
BY LEAGUE OF NATIONS

The minority procedure of the League of Nations 
is the cause of constant complaint on the part of the 
national minorities. At the Assemblies of the League, 
not only Hungary, but also the representatives of 
neutral Powers and indeed of some of the victor 
States, have urged the need for a reform of the pro
cedure; but unfortunately their efforts have proved 
fruitless: for since 1929 not a single step has been 
taken towards a reform of the minority procedure — 
indeed, the situation in that field has actually grown 
worse every year. By way of illustration we publish 
below the texts of a few documents which show that 
the Secretariat of the League of Nations a limine re
jects all memorandums of Hungarian minorities ap
pealing to the League for protection against the 
inciting articles of the Rumanian Press — all provided 
with the stamp of the Censor — threatening those 
Hungarian minorities with a second St. Bartholomew's 
Night (i. e. with massacre).

In a previous issue of our Review we dealt with 
the article in the “ Glas Romanesc” — a Rumanian 
paper appearing in Transylvania — which threatened 
the Hungarians living in that province with a second 
St. Bartholomew's Night. In protest against the threats 
contained in that article Mr. Gustavus Kover — a 
landed proprietor illegally expelled by the Rumanian 
authorities — submitted to the Secretariat of the 
League of Nations — for presentation to the Council 
— the following memorandum drafted on behalf of 
the Central Bureau of Minorities in Geneva:

“ To the Council of the League of Nations,
Geneva.

“The Central Bureau of Minorities herewith begs 
to submit to the League of Nations the present petition 
containing information and directing the attention of 
the League to an infraction of the Minority Treaty 
not dealt with so far in any other petition.

"The Rumanian Government, in return for the 
territories allotted to Rumania, voluntarily and of its 
own free will signed the Minority Treaty, Article 2 
of which requires Rumania to guarantee the absolute 
and complete protection of the life and liberty of
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every inhabitant of that country irrespective of birth, 
nationality (citizenship), language, race or religion,

"As against this, as may be seen from a perusal 
of the first page of the Rumanian journal “ Glas 
Romanesc" of which a French translation is annexed 
(Supplement B.), the lives of the members of the 
minorities are in grave danger, seeing that the said 
journal actually goes so far as to suggest those 
minorities being treated to a second St. Bartholomew’s 
Night.

"Despite the fact that Rumania is still in a state 
of siege and that there is a strict censorship function
ing in that country which renders practically impossible 
any activity on the part of the minority press, no 
attempt was made to prevent the appearance of an 
article of this ikind.

"Three years ago the Rumanian authorities de
clared to the League of Nations that in Rumania there 
was liberty of the press and that 104 minority papers 
were appearing in that country (Journal Officiel de 
la S, d. N., September, 1934, C. 279. Extract I., 1931}; 
since then about 70% of the minority papers have been 
placed under an embargo for various periods or com
pelled to change their titles: it is therefore nonsense 
to presume that an article like that referred to above 
should have been able to appear without the consent 
of the Rumanian authorities. This article is only one 
example of the uncontrolled agitation being carried on 
against the minorities which is becoming more and 
more savage every day,

"During the discussion on the Speech from the 
Throne Dr. Wilier, Deputy belonging to the Hungarian 
Party, protested against this agitation in general and 
against the above-mentioned article in particular, 
though without eliciting any answer from Government 
— and without any retaliatory measures being taken 
against the " Glas Romanesc".

"Seeing that the given situation is one which is 
calculated to threaten the very lives of the members 
of the minorities in the event of international com
plications, we beg the League to take urgent measures." 
(Seal) Central Bureau of 

Minorities,
Geneva.

On behalf of the Central Bureau 
of Minorities:

(signed) Gustavus Rover.
In reply the Secretariat of the League sent Mr. 

Gustavus Kover the following letter:
"Telegrams: Nations Geneve. In your reply kindly 
League of Nations. refer to No. 4/269321335.

"The Secretary-General of the League of Nations 
begs to inform the "Central Bureau of Minorities" that 
the communication of the said Bureau dated December 
12th., 1936, and the supplements thereof, have been 
carefully investigated. During the investigation the 
petition submitted was not found to be in agreement 
with the conditions specified in the Resolution of the 
Council dated September 5th,, 1923, and was therefore 
not considered suitable to be subjected to the pro
cedure determined in the relevant Resolutions of the 
Council and in force in respect of the protection of 
minorities."
"Geneva, 4th., January, 1937,

To the Central Bureau of Minorities, 
for Mr. Gustavus Rover,

4 rue Merle d'Aubigne,G \ . >»e n e  v e.
The above letter means that the petition is not to 

be submitted to the minority procedure, which consists 
in having the complaint investigated first by a 
Minority Committee of three or five Members of the

Council, the complaint not being submitted to the 
Council itself unless the attention of the Council is 
directed to the same by this Committee or by some 
other Member of the Council. And now let us see 
which are the conditions empowering the Secretariat 
on its own initiative to reject minority petitions.

The said conditions were determined as follows by 
a Resolution passed by the Council of the League on 
September 5th, 1923. “ In order that they may be sub
jected to the minority procedure the petition must — 
a) deal with the protection of minorities as provided 
in the treaties; b) must not be submitted in a form 
demanding a cessation of the political connection be
tween the minority in question and the State con
cerned; c) must not derive from an anonymous un
certain source; d) must not be drafted in a manner 
calculated to offend; e) must not contain data or 
facts dealt with in any previous petition already sub
mitted to the ordinary procedure".

It is beyond dispute that the petition the text of 
which is given above does deal wih the protection of 
minorities as provided in the treaties. It is equally 
beyond dispute that it was not submitted in a form 
demanding a cessation of the political connection be
tween the minority in question and the State con
cerned. It does not derive from an uncertain or 
anonymous source. Its style cannot really be described 
as offensive. And, finally, it does not contain any 
data previously submitted to ordinary procedure.

It is therefore with dumfounded astonishment 
that we ask how the Secretariat of the League of 
Nations can possibly assert that the petition is not in 
agreement with the conditions specified in the Reso
lution dated September 5th, 1923? What on earth is 
the use of a minority protection which ab ovo rejects 
even minority petitions begging for protection against 
incitement on the part of the ruling majority which 
includes threats of massacre?

We leave it to the unbiassed public opinion of 
the world to answer these questions.

17

CZ E C H O - S L O V A K I A

NATIONAL STATISTICS OF 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA AND THE TRUTH

The Czechoslovak census of 1930 gives the number 
of Hungarian inhabitants in Ungvar (Uzhorod, the 
capital of Ruthenia) as representing 17.78% of the 
entire population. On the other hand, the report 
published by the directior of the municipal library 
shows that 40% of the readers and 36% of the books 
read were Hungarian. In another town, Beregszasz 
(Berehovo) the census has found 55% Hungarians, 
while of all the books lent by the municipal library 
26.747 were Hungarian, 647 Czech and Slovak, 141 
Russian and Ukranian!

—  y —

PERSECUTION OF NATIONALITY 
PRESS

The appearance for six months of a Hungarian 
weekly paper, the “Nep", the local organ of the Hun
garian Party in Kassa (Kosice) has been forbidden. 
The Slovak weekly of the same party, the "Vola 
Ludu", has been confiscated by the authorities on 
account of an article published in that paper on 
January 15th. — At the same time it will be interesting
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to mention that the "Slov&k", the official organ of the 
Slovak National Party, was confiscated not less than 
three times in the first few days of February,

The "Die Zeit", the mouthpiece of the Sudeta 
German Party, has been confiscated by the police 
on account of an article published in that paper on 
April 7, 1936; the confiscation was ordered under the 
Defence of the Republic Act and an action was 
simultaneously brought against Herr Kohler, the 
Editor-in-Chief, In vain did Herr Kohler strive to 
establish innocence by proving that he was absent 
from Prague at the time when the article in question 
was published in his paper; the Court found him guilty 
and sentenced him to one day's fasting, ten days in
carceration and to the payment of a fine of 200 
crowns; failing to pay that sum he was ordered to 
suffer another four days' incarceration,

—  y —

PERMISSION TO INSTITUTE 
FARMERS’ COMPROMISE 

PROCEDINGS WITHHELD FROM 
HUNGARIAN APPLICANT

Dr. Andrew Korlath,, Hungarian Party M. P. 
addressed a question to the Government in the matter 
of the refusal to permit farmers of Hungarian nationa
lity to ask for Farmers' Compromise proceedings.

"Paragraph 5 of the Ordinance dealing with 
Farmers' Compromise proceedings" — said Dr. Kor
lath — "prescribes that if the property in question 
exceeds 250 hectares in area, the debtor must apply 
to the Government for permission to institute Farm
ers' Compromise proceedings. This Ordinance was 
issued by the Government on the strength of the 
Authorization Act, without the consent of the Parlia
ment. Immediately after its issue we stated our ob
jections to the provision, which makes the institution 
of Farmers’ Compromise proceedings by the owners 
of farms exceeding 250 hectares in area conditional 
on the Government's permission, and ab ovo expres
sed our anxiety that the Government would allow 
points of antinational politics to influence its de
cisions.

“ Our anxiety was well-founded, for so far we 
have only heard of cases in which the Government 
has refused this permission to farmers of Hungarian 
nationality, but none of its having been granted. This 
leads us to suppose that the reason why permission 
was withheld was that the farmers in question were 
Hungarian nationals.

“We have been confirmed in our supposition by 
the rumour which has spread among the population 
that the Cabinet Council has passed a separate re
solution dealing with the question of permitting non- 
Czechoslovak landowners to institute Farmers' Com
promise proceedings. It is said that in terms of this 
resolution to do so is to be withheld from landowners 
belonging to the national minorities, and that in 
the future Hungarian nationals are to be absolutely 
prevented from acquiring land by purchase or par
celling.

"This rumour has naturally been the cause of un
rest among the Hungarians, and is by no means cal
culated to further the reconciliation of the nations 
proclaimed almost daily by the Government.

“We therefore ask Government:
“ 1. Is Government aware that permission to 

institute Farmers' Compromise proceedings has been 
consistently refused to applicants of Hungarian na
tionality?

"2, Is Government willing to state how many 
landowners of Hungarian nationality have applied for 
permission to do so, and how nany have received that 
permission?

"3. Is1 Government willing to admit that a re
solution was passed by a Cabinet Council which will 
in future prevent Hungarians from acquiring land by 
purchase or parcelling? and if so, why was that re
solution passed?

"4. Is Government prepared to revoke without 
delay any resolution to this effect or any resolution 
of a similar nature or tendency."

—  y —

SLOVAKS DEMAND AMNESTY 
FOR PROF. TUKA

In the last number of this paper we gave an 
account of an extremely moving article written by 
M. Sidor, a Slovak member of Parliament and Editor- 
in-Chief of the "Slovak", describing his visit in the 
prison of Pankrac to Prof. Tuka, a former member 
of Parliament and Vice-President of the Slovak Party, 
who was sentenced to fifteen year's imprisonment 
under the Defence of the Republic Act, It is now re
ported by the "Slovak" that 109 Slovak citizens of 
the watering-place Szliacs (Sliaoke Kupele) have 
signed a petition to President BeneS to ask for am
nesty for Prof. Tuka, The petition has also been 
signed by M. Salat, a Slovak member of Parliament. 
A few days later a meeting was held by the Slovak 
Party at Nagyszalatna, in which it was declared that 
the Slovaks would consider it an act of courtesy if the 
President would grant a pardon to Prof. Tuka. On 
February 6th an open letter was published by the 
"Slovak" ;the letter was signed in the name of 200 
Slovaks from Gyetva asking for an amnesty for 
Prof. Tuka,

—  .V —

R U M A N I A

VAST SCHEME TO DEPRIVE 
MINORITY INDIVIDUALS OF THEIR 

CITIZENSHIP
In the last issue of this paper it was reported that 

the editor-in-chief of the anti-revisionist "Curentul", 
M. Pamfil Seicaru, Government Party M. P., had in
troduced a Bill in Parliament advocating an amend
ment of the Citizenship Act of 1924. In this Bill it 
is proposed to empower committees working in the 
newly acquired territories to re-consider, at the re
quest of any Rumanian citizen, the decisions now in 
force regarding the citizenship of the inhabitants. 
Persons who through ignorance, or without legal title, 
had themselves put on the lists of subjects of the 
State would under the Bill be liable to imprisonment 
for a period of from two months to two years.

The minority press in Rumania — the “Sieben- 
burgisch-Deutsche Tageblatt" of 28th January, for 
instance — considers the Bill particularly alarming, 
also because it turns the Act into an instrument of 
revenge and blackmail, a ready weapon wherewith to 
harass the autochthonous population of the annexed 
territories, who are practically, or even wholly, de
fenceless owing to the narrow limits within which 
legal redress is possible.

The Bill was commented on also by the foreign 
press. An important Swiss daily, the "Neue Ztiricher
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Zeitung" in its issue of 21st January, contains a long 
article entitled “Aktuelle Probleme des Minderheiten- 
und Nationalitatenrechts" (Present-day problems of 
the Minorities and of Nationality Rights), in which 
the following opinion of the Bill is stated.

"Y ie ld in g  to  th e in flu en ce  o f  the N ational S ocia list 
m ovem ent, the R um anian G overnm ent has had a B ill 
in trod u ced  in  P arliam ent b y  on e  o f  the m em bers o f 
the G overnm ent P arty . T h e o b je c t  o f  this B ill is nothing 
m ore o r  less than a complete revision of the lists of 
Rumanian subjects in the territories acquired after the 
War. T h e  P ea ce  T reaties o f  St. G erm ain  a n d  T rianon , 
as w e ll a s  the R um anian  M in ority  T rea ty  o f  9th D e
cem ber 1919 w hich  w as guaranteed  b y  th e L eague o f  
N ations, recog n ize  in  p r in cip le  the R um anian  citizensh ip  
o f  a ll person s w ho at the tim e th e treaties cam e into 
fo r ce  had rights o f  d om icile , o r  w ere  a ctu a lly  living, in 
the territories n ew ly  a cqu ired  b y  th e R um anian State. 
T h e  B ill n ow  in trod u ced  in the R um anian  P arliam ent 
p rop oses  a  fresh  investigation  w ith ou t any  guarantees of 
a legal nature, o f the lists o f  R um anian  citizens. B e 
s id es  this every  Rum anian su b ject o f  th e n ew ly  acqu ired  
reg ion s w hose  citizensh ip  has been  ca lle d  in  question  
b y  a n y b od y  w hatsoever, m ust h im se lf p ro d u ce  p ro o fs  
that he has a legal right to  be  a c itizen  o f the R u 
m anian State. Owing to the deficiencies of the Rumanian 
civil administration those proofs are manifestly im
possible to procure. O n the grou nd  o f  som e m alevolent 
d en un ciation  su bord in ate  ad m in istrative  au th orities m ay 
sim p ly  by  an ord er  d ec la re  that a m an has lo s t h is rights 
o f  citizenship , even  if th ose  righ ts had  fo rm erly  been  
estab lish ed  in  lengthy  lega l p roceed in g s  by  the highest 
cou rts  in R um ania. T h e  B ill, i f  passed , will indeed 
place the minority citizens of the new Rumanian terri
tories in a position of relative defencelessness. B esides 
this another result o f  the am endm ent w ou ld  b e  to  in 
crea se  en orm ously  the w an dering  h osts o f  the "h o m e 
less ' w h o  are  being  driven  from  on e  fron tier  to  the other 
w ithout fin d in g  any rest o r  p ea ce . T h e  B ill in oth er 
respects t o o  is  in  con form ity  w ith  p re -w a r  Rum anian 
trad itions, in  th e sp irit o f  w hich , and  in  v io la tion  o f  
the B erlin  T rea ty  o f  1878, the great m a jo r ity  o f  the 
J ew s in o ld  R um anian  w ere  t ill 1919 d en ied  the rights 
o f  R um anian  citizen sh ip ."

But the Seicaru Bill is not the last act in the 
scheme. At the end of January another motion of 
amendment was laid before the Rumanian Parliament. 
It was signed by fifty M. Ps. with the name of 
Octavian Goga heading the list. In terms of this mo
tion an alien woman marrying a Rumanian subject 
would require a permit from the Cabinet Council 
issued on the recommendation of the naturalization 
committee in order to become a naturalized Rumanian 
citizen. Alien women who have already become na
turalized citizens of the Rumanian State through their 
mrriage with Rumanian subjects, would be allowed to 
retain their acquired citizenship only if their husbands 
were of Rumanian ethnical stock and children had 
been born to them. In all other cases 10 years of 
domicile in Rumania would be required to entitle 
them to Rumanian citizenship.

The Bill attaches various legal consequences to 
marriage between persons of Rumanian stock and non- 
Rumanian citizens. In this respect it is diametrically 
opposed to the principle of equality laid down in 
Article 8 of the Minority Treaty.

— y —

HOW AN EXTREME RUMANIAN 
SOCIETY PROPOSES TO CURTAIL 

MINORITY RIGHTS
At a meeting of the ”Actiunea Patriotica” , a Ru

manian society, held in Kolozsvar, inter alia the foll
owing anti-minority demands were voiced. All minority 
property within fifty kilometres of the frontier should,
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if for sale, be offered first to the State. Within fifty 
kilometres on the frontier no minority person should 
be appointed in the civil service. Rumanian officials 
should make a difference between Szeklers and Ma
gyars and treat the former as a separate nationality. 
The State should not grant any financial support to 
Hungarian denominational schools but only to State 
schools,

—  y —

THE BUCHAREST CHAMBER OF 
ADVOCATES FAVOURS THE 
EXCLUSION OF HUNGARIAN 

LAWYERS
At a recent meeting (December 12 and 13) of the 

Executive Committee of the Bucharest Chamber of 
Advocats, M. Istrate Micescu, Dean of the Chamber, 
invited the provincial Chambers to prevent the minority 
practice or, at any rate, to exclude most of them from 
the Chambers. Some of the Transylvanian Chambers 
of the Transylvanian Chambers of Advocats declared 
that this step would be a violation of the Constitution; 
yet, on February 7th, the Bucharest Chamber carried 
the motion that "none but Rumanians are allowed to 
enjoy rights in the service of the national ideal". In 
other words, those who are not of Rumanian birth do 
not possess any rights at all! At the general meeting 
of the Chamber M. Micescu expressed a hope that 
several other branches would follow the example of 
the Bucharest Chamber in realizing the national 
principle. — In bis appeal to the Minister of Justice, 
Dr. Elemer Gyarfas, Senator representing the Hun
garian Party, declared in the Senate on February 8th 
that the above resolution had been accepted by a 
representative body; he asked the Minister to inform 
him of his opinion regarding this movement, which is 
not only a violation of the Peace Treaties, the Re
solutions of Gyulafeh^rvar, and the Constitution of the 
country, but also an insult to the most elementary 
right of humanity: to work for one’s daily bread.

—  y —

HUNGARIAN PRIESTS 
AND MINISTERS FORBIDDEN 

TO TEACH RELIGION
According to the latest ordinance issued by the 

Ministry, the ministers and denominational teachers in 
the Reformed Church diocese of Kiralyhagomellek are 
forbidden to hold Bible classes and Sunday schools 
for school-children ("Keleti Ujsag", Jan. 24). Church 
committees of 4 or 5 members may not meet, and the 
work of the church ohoirs is being stopped. Thus in 
Szentpal (Sanpaul) in spite of the Prefect's permission 
the church choir was not allowed to meet for practice. 
The Prefect's permission was simply torn up by the 
sergeant of gendarmes ("Hirlap", January 23). A writ 
(No. 122/1937) has been served by the school-inspector 
of Marosvasarhely on Father Joseph Ambrus, parish 
priest of Borszek, forbidding him to teach religion 
and relegating that task to the Rev. George Pasat, 
Greek Oriental priest. No explanation was given 
("Magyar Ujsag", Jan. 26).

—  y —
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175.000 HUNGARIAN CHILDERN 
HAVE NO HUNGARIAN SCHOOL

The Rumanian statistical records of 1933 show 
that 174.336 Hungarian children did not get Hungarian 
schooling in that year. 744 more Hungarian schools 
and 1489 more Hungarian teachers are needed (Magyar 
Kisebbsdg, Vol. 15., No. 17.).

— y —

217 HUNGARIAN CHILDREN
DEPRIVED OF A  HUNGARIAN 

SCHOOL IN ONE SINGLE VILLAGE
In the village of Gatalja, where the number of 

children of schooling age is 217, only 100 were allowed 
to attend the Hungarian department at the beginning 
of the school year; the rest were forced to attend the 
Rumanian school. In January teaching in the Hungar
ian department ceased altogether ("Deli Hirlap", 
Jan. 21),

—  y —

Y U G O S L A V I A

THE STOIADINOVITCH CABINET 
AND THE HUNGARIAN^ MINORITY

M. Stoiadinovitch's Cabinet has since the autumn 
been undoubtedly showing a more tolerant attitude 
towards the Hungarians than any of its predecessors 
since the year 1929, when the present dictatorial regime 
was inaugurated. M. Stoiadinovitch's discussions with 
the leaders of the Hungarian Party, which had been 
dissolved in 1929, have led to some obvious results in 
the life of the Hungarian minority: a more free and 
easy movement of the Hungarians, a more tolerant 
treatment of the passport question, the foundation of 
cultural societies, the holding of meetings, the dis
cussion of the wishes of the Hungarians in the minority 
Press, a more tolerant attitude of the authorities, the 
bridling of the activities of so-called "irresponsible 
elements", etc. It was no doubt due to this new 
atmosphere that M. Bardocz, a Hungarian painter, was 
allowed to arrange an exhibition of his work in 
Szabadka not long ago; and, last not least, the same 
change of attitude may be observed in the style of 
some newspapers in Serbia propagating the idea of a 
Yugoslav-Hungarian rapprochement,

Nevertheless, this undoubtedly adventitious change 
in the situation of the Hungarian minority must not 
be overestimated. Much as we rejoice over what has 
been done so far, we must not think that all the 
cultural, economic, and political grievances of the 
Hungarians have been redressed already. That we are 
still very far from the fulfilment of all rightful claims 
may be seen from a few instances.

The abolotion of the analysis of family names 
(from a national point of view) has been promised by 
the authorities concerned, but the fulfilment of that 
promise is always being postponed to a later date. 
Of all the Hungarian cultural unions founded recently 
only one has had its statutes approved. The new 
teachers appointed to the Hungarian section of the 
elementary school at Magyarkanizsa (Pavlovgrad) — 
a village with a population 94%> Hungarian — were 
found to be persons who do not even know Hungarian. 
In most of the so-called Hungarian classes of the

Government schools the majority of subjects are still 
being taught in the language of the State. Nor has 
there been anything done in the way of changing the 
abnormal situation with regard to the officially 
appointed representative councils of towns and parishes 
in which the Hungarian minority is represented by 
only a very few membres.

Certain signs give us reason to infer that there 
are some social factors which do not wholly agree 
with the Government's intentions with regard to the 
treatment of the minority problem. Thus, for instance, 
in a pamphlet recently issued by Prof. Dimitrije 
Kirilovitch, formerly Educational Inspector in the 
Danube Banate, the author demands that those Hun
garians who have a Slav sounding name should be 
made to become Slavs again. School-children with 
such names should be sent to Serbian schools, ir
respectively of the parents’ national feelings. The same 
idea is advocated in an article written by M. Sosic 
Joco in the "Neven”, a Bunyevatz paper appearing at 
Szabadka (Subotica). As an illustration of the problem 
of the freedom of speech and the freedom of the Press 
it will be interesting to quote the words of the "Reg- 
geli Ujsag" (Morning News), a Hungarian paper 
published at Tjjvidek (Novisad): "Needless to say, we 
do not agree with the intentions of the pamphlet and 
article in question; but we must refrain from express
ing our opinion just now; we shall do so at a later 
date, when it will be possible to express our thoughts 
more freely."

On the other hand, the "Samouprava” , the official 
Gazette, welcomes the willingness of the Hungarian 
minority to collaborate with the Government Party 
"which" (it says) "will always respect and defend the 
lawful rights of the Hungarians in Yugoslavia. The 
days of empty phrases are over. The present Govern
ment has proved this by positive actions; and all it 
wants is to be judged by what it has actually done." 
Our comment on the above official statement is this: 
let us now see these "positive actions"!

— y —

THE SERBO-CROATIAN 
NEGOTIATIONS

When Prince Paul, the Yugoslav Regent, invited 
M. Macek, the leader of the Croatian Party, on 
November 9th to an audience lasting for several hours, 
the majority of the international Press looked upon 
this interview as the first step towards a speedy so
lution of the Croat problem. But they forgot how 
extremely complicated the situation had become in 
consequence of the “ integral-national-unity" policy of 
Belgrade which had been pursued for eighteen years; 
it was obviously impossible therefore, to expect a 
settlement of this complicated situation from one day 
to the other so as to find a satisfactory solution which 
would please both parties equally. This is what M. 
Ma£ek expressed in an interview given to the cor
respondents of the foreign Press on January 11th, 
when he stated his opinion retarding the Govern
ment's manifesto on general amnesty as follows:

“M. Stoiadinovitch" — he said — "has succeeded 
in misleading the foreign Press by his declaration that 
the reconciliation of the Serbs and Croats was now 
an established fact and that the Croat problem had 
thus come to a final settlement. He also made the 
public opinion of Europe believe that the victory of 
his party at the communal elections had now entitled 
him to negotiate, as the official representative of the 
Serb people, with the representatives of the Croat 
nation upon the final settlement of the Croat problem.
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It was with a view to proving his authority that he 
caused his manifesto of amnesty to be issued.

"Though we are used to the cynical and shrewd 
tricks of the Belgrade regime, yet it must be admitted 
that with this last trick the Stoiadinovich Cabinet has 
left all other systems of government since 1918 
behind. Just to see the real value of this so-called 
"general amnesty", it will be enough to point out 
that it has not set free one single Croatian political 
prisoner; as a matter of fact, it has not even done so 
much as to mitigate the punishment of one of these 
prisoners. . .  On the other hand, all those have been 
released who had distinguished themselves at the last 
communal elections by the most atrocious abuses in 
the service of the ruling system; we are indeed led 
to believe that the sole intention of this manifesto 
was to set these persons at liberty.

“And yet, in face of all this, these are still some 
people beyond the Drave and Save who upbraid the

CZ E C H O - S L O V A K I A

UNEMPLOYMENT ON INCREASE — 
ABOUT 50.000 WORKLESS MORE

Since October the number of unemployed has been 
steadily rising. In October it was 441.679, by the end 
of November 510.205, and by the end of December it 
had risen to 619.143. According to the report of the 
State Statistical Bureau, the number in January was 
668.381, an increase of 49.238 as compared with 
December. This is a rise of 8%. The increase was 
least in Bohemia — 16.930 (5.4%). In Moravia it was 
11.333 (6.1%). The situation is worst of all in Slovakia. 
There the number of unemployed has increased by 
20.149 (17.5%) while in Ruthenia the increase was 
826 (16.4%). This year the Statistical Bureau makes 
no attempt to produce its usual explanations of the 
rise in unemployment. Simply no mention is made of 
the cessation of season work. The only comment 
accompanying the figures is that a rise in unemploy
ment is a common phenomenon in January,, and was 
not unwnown in the years before the economic crisis. 
We must say that the explanation is very poor and 
that the rise in unemployment is poor evidence of the 
great briskness in economic life of which we hear so 
much. The state of affairs in Slovakia, in particular, 
is ground for anxiety, for, as we have seen above, the 
rise in unemployment was the greatest in that pro
vince.
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1200.000.000 Kc. STATE DEFICIT

According to the preliminary report issued by 
the Ministry of Finance, State revenues from taxes 
and duties in 1936 were 9.908.000.000 crowns, that is 
to say, 292.000.000 less than the budgetary estimates. 
Excise duties on food yielded 13.000.000 crowns more 
than expected. Turnover tax revenues totalled
2.357.000.000 crowns, or 97,000.ooo more than in 
1935, but 107.000.000 less them the budgetary estimates. 
The State undertakings yielded 272.000.000 less than 
was expected. Direct taxes, on the other hand, yielded

Croats for mistrusting everything that comes from 
Belgrade. This last step of M. Stoiadinovitch's Cabinet 
cannot be expected to contribute considerably towards 
the lessening of this feeling of mistrust."

These remarkably severe statements of M. Macek 
were expected to aggravate the situation again; on 
January 16th, however, M. Macek and M. Stoiadino- 
vitch had a new conference at Brezine which lasted 
for several hours, A few days later, on January 29th, 
M. Kosutic, son-in-law of the late Stiepan Raditch 
and formerly Minister of Public Works, returned from 
exile after seven years' absence from his country. It 
is believed that his example will soon be followed by 
another excellent Croatian exile, M. Krievic, formerly 
member of the Skupstina; this, it is said, will gradually 
lead to the final liquidation of the Croatian exile 
question.

—  y  —

O N O M Y
143.000.000 more. The discrepancy is much greater in 
respect of expenditure. The Budget estimated an ex- 
penidture of 10.206.000.000 kc. But the Treasury has 
spent 11.203,000.000, an excess of 997.ooo.ooo over 
the budgetary estimates. In consequence of this de
crease in the revenues and increased expenditure the 
actual State deficit in 1936 was 1200.000.000 Kc.
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COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT HAS 
COME TOO LATE

According to the report of the Inland Trade 
Institute, the commercial situation did show an im
provement in 1936, but by ne means to the extent ex
pected as a result of improved economic conditions. 
The report also reveals that although in districts be
longing to certain chambers of commerce receipts in 
some branches of trade, such as textiles, haberdashery, 
toys and flowers, were from 10 to 15 per cent higher 
than in 1935, net profits did not rise above that 
year's level. In some branches of the textile trade — 
probably owing to the devaluation — larger invest
ments were made in stocks. Trade in foodsuffs, sugar, 
metal, china and wireless was dull. Trade in sporting 
goods and in boots and shoes fell off considerably. 
The Inland Trade Institute declares that commercial 
development has come too late.

—  y  —

TRANSPORT FROM RUTHENIA 
TO BUD WEIS CHEAPER VIA HUNGARY 

AND AUSTRIA THAN VIA 
CZECHO-SLOVAKIA

The Institute of National Economy of Ruthenia 
has made a study of the question of railway tariffs, 
which are well known to be very disadvantageous for 
Ruthenia. Freight charges on goods despatched from 
Ruthenia to the historical provinces are much higher 
than vice versa. These high rates make it impossible 
for Ruthenian products to compete with those of the 
districts on the other side of the Morva. A  classical 
example of the point in question is supplied by a 
statement of the Institute of National Economy to the
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