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TREATY BREACHES AT HUNGARY’S
EXPENSE

by
George Lukacs

former Minister o f Education

P
acta sunt servanda. This is the principle 
emphasised by international jurists in cases 
of breaches of treaties. Recently too inter
national public opinion loudly protested 

against Germany for having sent a small military 
force to occupy the neutralised zone of the Rhine 
district. Germany had infringed the Locarno Con
vention, was the unanimous finding of the Council 
of the League of Nations.

It is very strange that in the League of Na
tions only the defeated countries are subjected to 
an inquiry as to whether there has been any 
breach of treaty obligations or not; while no 
question of the kind is ever asked in respect of 
a victorious State, Hungary, for instance, on which 
country the victors forced conditions of peace of 
a severity without a precedent in history which 
veritably bind her hand and foot, has so far borne 
without a murmur the murderous dictates imposed 
upon her, though she is on the other hand being 
treated almost daily to breaches of treaties com
mitted by countries on the winning side at her 
expense.

I. Let us begin with the armistice agreements. 
In the Armistice Agreement concluded at Padua 
on October 3-st, 1918, —  the so-called “ Diaz 
Armistice" —  the only territories the evacuation 
of which was stipulated for were certain Austrian 
territories in South Tyrol; the territorial integrity 
of Hungary was left intact, so that during the 
peace negotiations the Hungarian frontiers should 
have been respected and Hungary should have 
been left under Hungarian civil administration. 
And when the military convention concluded in 
Belgrade on November 13th, 1918, —  the so- 
called “Franchet d'Esperay" Convention —  was 
ratified, it was also found to contain a provision 
that during the peace negotiations Hungary should 
remain under Hungarian civil administration. Our 
enemies however did not respect either of the 
said agreements. Our neighbours —  of whom 
Serbia alone had really been a belligerent, seeing 
that Rumania had ceased to be a belligerent on 
signing the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, while Czecho
slovakia had never been a belligerent at all, being 
recognised as suoh by the Entente only at the

end of the Great War —  occupied three fourths 
of the territory of Hungary, during a period of 
truce acting for all the world as if there had still 
been a state of war —  and that with the consent 
of the Supreme War Council sitting in Paris. As 
a consequence, at the time of the peace negotia
tions Hungary had shrunk to one-fourth of her 
original area, so that as a result of a whole series 
of treaty infractions the framers of the Peace 
Dictate of Trianon were actually in a position to 
base their conditions on frontiers which had al
ready been truncated,

II. After the peace dictate has been forced on 
Hungary the victors infringed the obligation to 
disarm which they had undertaken in the treaty. 
Both in the Covenant of the League of Nations 
(Article 8) and in the Treaty of Trianon —  in 
which, as in the other treaties of peace, the Cov
enant was incorporated in full —  it is stipulated 
that all Members of the League of Nations shall 
be required to reduce their national armaments 
“to the lowest point consistent with national 
safety11 —  that meaning in other words that all 
States alike shall give up arming for offence and 
shall reduce their armaments to a measure still 
enabling them to defend themselves against attack. 
The victorious Powers have failed to meet this 
obligation undertaken by them solemnly under 
contract. The defeated countries, on the other 
hand, were disarmed by force —  and that to an 
extent permitting of their maintaining only a 
minimum armed force sufficient to enable them 
somehow to preserve order but quite inadequate 
to ensure their being able to defend themselves 
against attacks from without. The aggregate armed 
forces of Hungary, for instance, represent barely 
one twelfth of the peace footing of the total armed 
forces of Czecho-Slovakia, Rumania and Serbia, 
the three neighbouring States which hold her tight 
in the grip of a polyp. And in the event of their 
mobilising the Succession States could without 
delay put in the field an armada one hundred and 
fifty times as large as the army of Hungary. This 
shows clearly enough that Hungary is defenceless 
and at the mercy of her neighbours. Germany — 
which has in the meantime defied the prohibition



4  D A W V B I A N  R E V I E W  APRIL, 1936

contained in the peace treaty and rearmed — 
has arbitrarily turned her back on this really 
grotesque situation of the defeated States and has 
herself restored her military sovereignity. Although 
branding Germany's procedure as a breach of the 
treaty, the League of Nations willy-nilly ac- 
aquiesced in the fait accompli because it had the 
support of an armed force. It has however never 
occurred to the League of Nations to voluntarily 
remove the prohibition of increasing their national 
armaments imposed upon Austria —  which country 
by the way on April 1st also introduced general 
military conscription — , Hungary and Bulgaria as 
a result of the condition upon which their tempo
rary disarmament was made contingent —  viz. 
that all Powers should reduce their armaments — 
never having been fulfilled.

III. The so-called Sucession States are daily 
committing breaches of their treaty obligations in 
their treatment of their minorities. The Principal 
Powers victorious in the Great War, misled by 
the false data submitted to them and without giv
ing Hungary a hearing at all, allotted the Suces
sion States an abundance of territories torn from 
the body of Hungary; but they stipulated in re
turn that the Sucession States should bind them
selves to ensure their minorities a certain modicum 
of rights by signing the Minority Treaties. The ob
ject which the Principal Powers had in view when 
drafting these Minority Treaties was to provide 
that the minorities severed from their racial 
brethren should be able under the rule of their 
new masters too to preserve their racial peculiar
ities and their individual mental organism and to 
enjoy at least social and individual liberty, poli
tical and civil rights, and freedom to assert their 
racial ambitions in respect of education and school 
training and of religion and the use of their 
mother tongues. In practice, however, the Succes
sion States have not observed a single provision 
of the Minority Treaties, persecuting and oppres
sing the Hungarians under their rule so terribly 
that the historians of the future will blush to 
speak of their action. They openly admit that 
their object is to intimidate the Hungarians and 
thereby to absorb them in the ruling race.

Neither the League of Nations —  which un
dertook to act as a protector of the minorities — 
nor the Great Powers —  which guaranteed the pro
visions of the minority treaties and are therefore 
responsible for the same —  care in the very least 
about the evident breaches of treaties committed 
by the Succession States, Apart from its not taking 
the trouble to officially check the action of the 
Succession States and see whether they are ful
filling the obligations undertaken by them in the 
minority treaties, the League of Nations has also 
instituted a procedure in cases of complaints sub
mitted by minorities which makes it impossible 
for the oppressed minorities to reach the inter
national forums —  the Council of the League and 
the Hague International Tribunal —  appointed to 
redress their injuries.

The same League of Nations has never taken 
any notice of the breaches of treaties committed 
by Czecho-Slovakia and Rumania respectively in

refusing to grant Ruthenia the provincial autonomy 
guaranteed by treaty and in refusing to accord the 
Szeklers and Saxons the local autonomy also 
guaranted them by treaty.

These treaty infractions are particularly out
rageous and are without a parallel in the history 
of international law.

In Articles 10— 13 of the Treaty of Saint 
Germain Czecho-Slovakia bound herself to grant 
the Ruthenian territory lying to the south of 
the Carpathians a far-reaching autonomy not 
endangering the unity of the State. In terms of this 
treaty the legislative authority in respect of quest
ions of religion, language, internal administration 
and education is to be exercised by the autonom
ous diet, to which the Governor of this territory 
is also to be made responsible. The officials func
tioning in the territory are to be appointed as 
far as possible exclusively from among the native 
inhabitants. This should be the legal situation; 
however, the actual situation is that the Diet of 
Ruthenia has not yet been convened —  indeed, 
no attempt has been made even to make it possible 
legally to convene the ' Soym“ . As a consequence 
the legislative authority in all local government 
matters is still being exercised by the Prague 
National Assembly, the laws passed by that A s
sembly being carried into effect by the Prague 
Government through its organs in Ruthenia, some 
90%  of those officials being persons chosen, not 
from the native inhabitants but from the Czech 
civil servants who migrated to Ruthenia en masse 
after the change of regime. Quite recently, indeed, 
Ruthenia has been again given a Governor; but 
seeing that there is no autonomous diet, this Gov
ernor is responsible to Prague only and is not 
empowered to appoint even servants, there being 
no law defining his sphere of authority. The auto
nomy of Ruthenia therefore exists on paper only 
(in the Minority Treaty); in reality not a single 
letter of the pertinent provisions having been put 
into practice.

Under Article 11 of the Minority Treaty con
cluded in Paris Rumania undertook the following 
obligations: "Roumania agrees to accord to the 
communities of the Saxons and Czeklers in Tran
sylvania local autonomy in regard to scholastic 
and religious matters, subject to the control of 
the Roumanian State.”

The Hungarians and Saxons of Transylvania 
have ever since been demanding the cultural auto
nomy ensured them; but in vain. The Rumanian 
Government regards these treaty provisions as 
simply non-existent; it has not even thought those 
provisions worth incorporating in the Rumanian 
Constitution or even in an ordinary Act of Par
liament. Cnsequently there is no constitutional 
possibility of carrying them into effect in practice.

The attitude of the Czecho-Slovak and 
Rumanian Governments respectively in these mat
ters must be regarded as brutally cynical. It must 
certainly be admitted that this cynism has been 
provoked and even encouraged by the far-reaching 
indulgence and indifference of the League of Na
tions. The Council of the League has repeatedly
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had an opportunity to deal with memorandums 
relating to the education grievances of the Hun
garians in Transylvania; but in no single case has 
that Council taken the trouble to remind the Ru
manian Government of the obligations undertaken 
by Rumania under Article 11 of the Paris Minority 
Treaty and to summon that Government to comply 
with those obligations. And in respect of Ruthenia 
the Council in 1933 actually defended the treaty
breaking behaviour of the Czecho-Slovak Govern
ment against the charges contained in a Memoran
dum submitted by the National Council of the 
Ruthenians of America, despite the fact that there 
can be no excuse for that behaviour and despite 
the fact that in his work on the rights of 
minorities M. Peska, an eminent Czech author
ity on international law who is professor in the 
University of Pozsony (Bratislava) was compelled 
to admit that the Ruthenian policy of the Czecho
slovak Government had created abroad an impres
sion which it would be wise to avoid. This attitude 
of the League of Nations appears even more grave 
in the light of the fact that in the Covering Letter 
signed by M. Millerand in his capacity as Presi
dent of the Council of Ambassadors attached to 
the final text of the treaty of peace sent to the 
Hungarian Peace Delegation the following decla
rations were made in the name of the Allied and 
Associated Powers:

"The Allied and Associated Powers believe 
the Treaty with the Czecho-Slovak State signed 
by them provides the population of the autonomous 
province of Ruthenia with the means of making 
their desires publicly known. They will not fail 
to accord the most serious attention to the wishes 
to be formulated in the future by this population. 
For the rest the Pact of the League of Nations 
confers on every member of the Council of the 
League the right to draw the attention of the 
signataries of the Treaty concluded September 10, 
1919, at Saint-Germain-en-Laye between the Prin
cipal Allied and Associated Powers and the 
Czecho-Slovak State to all questions relating to 
Ruthenia which shall merit an examination."

IV. In the field of international jurisdiction 
too Hungary has been made the victim of a grave 
breach of treaty. For under Article 250 of the 
Treaty of Trianon "the property, rights and inter
ests of Hungarian nationals or companies control
led by them situated in the territories which form
ed part of the former Austro-Hungarian Monarchy 
shall not be subject to retention or liquidation in 
accordance with these provisions", grievances 
under this head being left to the decision of the 
Mixed Arbitral Tribunal provided for in Article 
239. According to the latter Article one of the 
Members of the Mixed Arbitral Tribunal was to 
be appointed by the Hungarian Government and 
one by the Government of the respective Succes
sion State, the President to be “ chosen by agree
ment betweeen the two Governments concerned". 
During the carrying into effect of her agrarian re
form measures Rumania in practice repeatedly in
fringed the embargo on confiscation referred to 
above; and when the Hungarian nationals suffer
ing injury through such infraction applied for re
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dress to the Hungarian-Rumanian Mixed Arbitral 
Tribunal in Paris, which despite the opposition of 
Rumania declared itself competent to act in the 
matter, Rumania —  apart from refusing to accept 
these judicial decisions —  for the purpose of pre
venting the activity of the Tribunal recalled the 
jugde appointed by her as Member of the Tribunal, 
thereby making the work of the Tribunal impos
sible. Hungary appealed to the League of Nations 
for protection against the breaches of treaty com
mitted by Rumania, begging the League to provide 
for the replacement of the absent judge by another 
Member as postulated in Article 239 of the Treaty 
of Trianon ( if in case there is a vacancy a Gov
ernment does not proceed within a period of one 
month to appoint as provided above a member of 
the Tribunal, such member shall be chosen by the 
other Government from the two persons chosen by 
the Council of the League of Nations"). The Council 
of the League, however, refused to comply with the 
obligation thus postulated in an international 
treaty thereby not merely committing a grave 
breach of that international law which is binding 
on the Council too but also very gravely under
mining the confidence of the peoples in its ef
ficiency and impartiality.

V. The powers so far never mentioned the 
,,sanctity of treaties” except when they have 
desired to maintain unchanged the order of 
the world forced on the defeated States by the 
peace edicts. But in cases where any mention of 
the sanctity of treaties is calculated to serve the 
interests of the conquered, not a word is said 
about it.

Yet Hungary is surely fully entitled to de
mand that all Members of the League of Nations 
alike should carry into effect the reduction of 
armaments in respect of which they have under
taken a solemn obligation. And in the event of 
their not being prepared to fulfil this obligation, 
they should remove the prohibition of armament 
imposed upon Hungary too and give her back her 
military sovereignity.

Hungary is also entitled to ask why the Suc
cession States are not compelled to fulfil the ob
ligations undertaken by them in respect of the 
protection of minorities? Why do the Principal 
Powers tolerate the ruling nations of the Succes
sion States —  altogether 26 million souls —  
ruthlessly oppressing the minority nations (numb
ering 21 million souls) subjected to their rule? 
They must restore the rule of justice and on the 
plan of the sanctity of treaties force the Suces- 
sion Sates to protect their minorities or to give 
back the territories allotted to them on condition 
of their protecting the minorities.

And the Principal Powers must remember 
that the settlement of the Franco-German dispute 
is not the only sine qua non of peace and tran
quillity in Europe; they must not forget that the 
problem of the pacification of the Danube Valley 
is perhaps an even more important question. It 
is high time these Powers realise that it was a
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crying outrage on international law to allow the 
Succession Sates during a period of truce to oc
cupy and take into their possession —  more than 
a year and a half before the coming into force of 
the treaty of peace —  large territories largely in
habited by compact masses of Hungarians which 
were not internationally severed from Hungary 
until the Treaty of Trianon had become law. The 
Principal Powers should also remember that the 
Peace Dictate of Trianon was based upon one-sided 
information, seeing that the Peace Conference re
garded as above criticism the data submitted by 
the Succession States and —  though they bristled 
with misinterpretations and misleading statements 
concocted for the occasion —  accepted the same 
en bloc, while the exhaustive Notes submitted by 
the Hungarian Peace Delegation in support of 
the truth were rejected en bloc without being even 
discussed.

Do not the Principal Powers feel that it is 
out of the question to continue to maintain in force 
the Paris treaties based upon misleading and 
fraudulent information? do they not feel that the 
principle of the sanctity of treaties is subject to 
the qualification of rebus sic stantibus —  in other 
words, that legal rules which are out-of-date and 
are inapplicable under existing circumstances 
must be invalidated? What was codified in Article 
19 of the Covenant of the League of Nations was 
the principle of dynamics expressed in the clause 
"rebus sic stantibus".

Then why on earth do those Powers hesitate 
to open the road mapped out in Article 19? Why 
have we still to yietd to the will of those who are 
bent on stabilising the situation created by the 
Paris treaties and for that reason leave no stone 
unturned to prevent the provisions of Article 19 
being applied at last?

Hungary has every right to expect that after 
the conflicts between Italy and Abyssinia and be
tween France and Germany respectively have been 
smoothed over, a move will be made at last to 
settle the problem of the Danube Valley, to neglect 
which involves perhaps a greater danger to Europe 
than a failure to reconcile the conflicting interests 
of Germany and France. The settlement of the pro
blem of the Danube Valley must include a just 
regulation of Hungary's situation too, particularly 
seeing that Hungary is the centre of the Danube 
Valley and that without her assistance or against 
her will there can never be any adjustment of the 
Danube Valley problem.

Hungary, which country has so far patiently 
borne the fetters of slavery wrought by the ar
bitrary, unjust and inhuman Treaty of Trianon, 
believes in a rapid realisation of a peaceful ad
justment based upon mutual understanding. The 
first thing to arouse confidence in her is the saga
city of the statements being made daily by the 
statesmen of that British Empire which is pre
destined to play the role of arbiter mundi. Sir 
Samuel Hoare, former British Foreign Secretary, 
declared right that elasticity is one of the factors 
of security and that every Member of the League 
of Nations alike must admit what Article 19 of the 
Covenant admits —  viz. that the world is not 
static.

And that is true. The danger of war can never 
be eliminated unless it proves possible in inter
national politics to ensure a peaceful enforcement 
of the dynamic principle —  lest that principle be 
compelled to use force to assert itself. So that 
Powers must meet again in discussion and must 
repair the evil wrought by the bad Paris treaties.



EQUALITY OF RIGHTS AND REVISION
by

FAemer Szudy

T)day we find two mighty tendencies —  two 
powerful ideas —  in opposition in the field 
of international politics; on the one side, re
vision and equality of rights, and on the 

other, the status quo and subordination. In the 
diplomatic world a titanic struggle is going on; and 
the only hope left us today the struggle will re
main confined to that territory. Europe has had 
enough of war. The peoples are not prepared to 
continue to shed their blood on the altar of their 
history; they have had their fill of foolish sacri
fices.

We believe that all peoples without exception 
share these feelings: nevertheless we see that, 
whereas nations and societies are longing for peace 
and endeavouring to find a settlement and to 
bring about an understanding, the Governments 
and diplomats and professional politicians are for 
ever discovering formulas for preventing the com
ing into being of this great peaceful synthesis.

This ill-starred game has been going on al
ready for nearly twenty years; and the world is 
still divided into the strictly differentiated groups 
of victors and vanquished. And in the meantime 
the economic, political and moral crisis is naturally 
assuming alarming dimensions; crisis follows crisis: 
and there is no hope —  indeed in the face of the 
rigid isolation at present prevailing there cannot 
be any hope —  of a just and equitable settle
ment.

Yet life does not stand still. Dynamic forces 
are coming into play the existence and power of 
which cannot possibly be called in question. The 
most formidable of these forces are the instinct of 
self-preservation and the national pride of the 
peoples. The vanquished peoples cannot be kept 
for ever in a state of peril and of humiliation. 
Certain countries cannot for ever be deprived of 
the most elementary conditions of subsistence 
simply because their fate drove them to take sides 
against the victors. Yet that is what it is proposed 
to do with Hungary; indeed, to all appearances 
solely and exclusively with Hungary.

I.

When, on March 16th, the German Empire 
broke the military fetters of the Treaty of Ver
sailles and introduced general conscription, France 
herself —  notwithstanding all her protests —  was 
driven to accept the fait accompli. Recently too,

France was compelled against her will to bow be
fore the facts when on March 7th last certain de
tachments of the German army marched into the 
demilitarised Rhine zone. France also took cogniz
ance of the action of Austria, when quite recently, 
following the German lead, that country —  referr
ing to her threatened position —  also decided to 
ignore the military restrictions contained in the 
Treaty of St. Germain and proclaimed its absolute 
sovereignty in the question of its army.

Although she did not follow Austria's example, 
Hungary has nevertheless been subjected to far 
graver attacks on the part of the Little Entente 
than those directed against Austria. We would ask 
why? what are the legal or moral grounds for those 
attacks? In view of the hostile feelings cherished 
towards Hungary by the Little Entente States, 
these attacks are perhaps not particularly sur
prising; but the semi-official French attitude is 
all the more striking. In one of its articles dealing 
with the international situation ” Le Temps", when 
dealing with the military clauses of the treaties 
repeatedly differentiates between the re-arming of 
Austria and that of Hungary. There can be no 
doubt —  the paper tells us —  that from the milit
ary point of view the re-arming of Hungary is 
subject to quite different criteria from those app
licable to the case of Austria. And military meas
ures taken by Hungary would in reality be di
rected against the Little Entente (!!) , which would 
be unable to regard this menace with indif- 
ference(M). Should Hungary infringe the spirit and 
the letter of the treaties and decide to re-arm on 
a large scale, there would ensue in Central Europe 
a very dangerous tension due to the refusal of the 
Little Entente States to bow before the fait ac
compli.

Is this the spirit of justice and the equality 
of the peoples of which we have heard so much? 
What grounds has the French semi-official organ 
for so boldly presuming that an eventual rearming 
of Hungary would be aimed against the Little 
Entente? Does not "Le Temps" feel the humorous 
incongruity of its statement? is it not conscious 
of the absurdity latent therein? Is not Hun
gary put to the mercy of the Little Entente 
armed to the teeth with all the appliances 
and means of modern military art? Hungary 
has an army of a few thousand men to face 
the millions kept in arms by the Little Entente!
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In this respect the figures speak for themselves; 
and we would offer our readers a few striking 
data in illustration of the military preparedness of 
the Little Entente. We would note that the statis
tics here given were drafted as far back as 1932, 
so that today they do not represent the actual 
state of things, seeing that since that period the

continuous armament measures must have assumed 
dimensions far in excess of the figures given below; 
yet even as things stand the contrast between the 
military preparedness of "formidable” Hungary 
and that of her neighbours is shown to be remark
ably terrifying —  to Hungary. But let the figures 
speak for themselves:

Czecho
slovakia Rumania Yugoslavia Total

Peace Footing of Army 145,000 250,000 127,500 522,000
War Footing of Army 1,300,000 1,500,000 1,150,000 3,950,000
Light Machine Guns 7,300 4,000 3,300 14,600
Heavy Machine Guns 2,500 1,000 1,000 4,500
Light Guns (artillery) 876 832 1,402 3,110
Heavy Guns 456 175 180 811
War Carriages 100 90 30 220
War-planes 850 350 360 1,560

In addition, in Yugoslavia the gendarmeries 
(9 regiments and 2 independent battalions) in
clude 450 officers and 17,500 men.

The armaments expenditure of Czecho-Slov- 
akia in 1932 represented 17.5% (1767 million
Czech crowns) of the total amount of her Budget; 
the military expenditure of Yugoslavia in that 
year (2194 million dinars) represented 22,3% and 
that of Rumania (6540 million lei) 23% of the 
total amount of the respective Budgets.

The terms of compulsory military service is 
14— 18 months in Czecho-Slovakia, 18 months in 
Yugoslavia and 24 months in Rumania. In Czecho
slovakia and Yugoslavia, in addition, there are 
"sokol" organisations, which afford their members 
serious military training.

The Skoda Works provide Czecho-Slovakia 
with a war industry able, not only to supply her 
own needs, but to cover the requirements of Ru
mania and Yugoslavia too. As to the dimensions 
assumed by the armaments of Yugoslavia, for in
stance, in past years we have the exceptionally in
teresting data made public by Vaugoin, former 
Austrian Minister of War, at the time when the 
Little Entente States were just busy trying to en
large the so-called "Hirtenberger affair" —  an 
affair of few rusty rifles and old machine guns —  
into a matter of interest to the whole world. A c 
cording to the data of the Austrian War Minister, 
the following quantities of war material were con
signed to Yugoslavia by the Skoda Works, passing 
in transit over the Austrian railways in 1924, 1926 
and 1928 respectively: —  704 guns of various cal
ibre, together with very large numbers of spare 
parts; 3010 machine guns; 120,000 infantry rifles; 
9200 artillery shells (projectiles) of various calibre, 
—  the consignments including 6200 30.5 centimetre 
shells; 93 million ball cartridges for infantry rifles; 
about 800,000 aeroplane bombs —  including some 
weighing 200 kilogrammes; and about 400,000 kilo
grammes of military explosives. The whole quan
tity of military supplies far exceeded 2000 wagon
loads.

Now when we contrast with these figures the 
fact that the Treaty of Trianon permits Hungary to 
maintain only a mercenary army of 35,000 men,

100 guns (cannon) and a few hundred machine 
guns, while Hungary is not allowed to have any 
war-planes, and find that notwithstanding the 
Little Entente keeps on talking of security and of 
the war menaces of Hungary, we could surely not 
refrain from smiling, did we not realise the de
pressing sadness of the situation, which actually 
threatens Hungary with extinction. It is really 
grotesque to hear the Rumanian Foreign Minister 
Titulescu declaring that to comply with the 
demand of Hungary for equality of rights would 
mean to endanger the safety of the Little Entente 
States. Were his statement really true, we Hun
garians would have every reason to be proud, for 
we should then be, not only the bravest nation in 
the world, but also a nation invincible from the 
military point of view.

In order to secure our own safety we do most 
certainly demand equality of rights and the abolit
ion of the military restrictions still in force; for 
our sovereignty will never be complete until that 
equality has been granted, while on the other hand 
it is inconceivable that in the event of those 
restrictions being maintained intact we should be 
in a position to enter into political negotiations 
with those who would sit down armed to the 
teeth.

In December, 1932, the five Great Powers, —  
Great Britain, France, Italy, the United States 
and Germany —  agreed upon a compromise form
ula at last had the courage to declare in favour of 
equality of rights in respect of armaments; but 
later on, in particular as a consequence of the 
events ensuing in Germany, the agreement was not 
given a more precise form. Indeed, this was the 
rock upon which even the Disarmament Confer
ence was wrecked.

Since then the situation has changed mate
rially; for first Germany and then Austria sur
prised the world with a fait accompli completely 
revolutionising the whole inner structure of the 
military situation in Europe. Now some of the 
vanquished countries have also recovered their 
military equality; only Hungary and Bulgaria re
maining in their previous position of inferiority. 
However, the position even of Bulgaria is far more
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favourable than that that of Hungary. In the first 
place because she has been far less seriously dis
membered than Hungary, so that she has not to 
face such an intensity of aggressive jealousy and 
vindictiveness as that shown towards Hungary. In 
addition, Bulgaria is not threatened by any im
mediate danger such as that menacing Hungary. 
We must remind the Editor of "Le Temps" —  as 
he would seem to have forgotten —  that in the 
immediate vicinity of the northern boundaries of 
Hungary, near the towns of Ungvar and Munkacs, 
enormous aerodromes are being built with a ca
pacity of 1000 war-planes each —  points from 
which the bombing planes of the Soviet will be 
able to reach Budapest in less than two hours. 
Moreover, the Czecho-Slovak long-distance guns 
are able to bombard the Hungarian Capital from 
their own territory —  Budapest being only some 
60 kilometres from the nearest Czecho-Slovak 
boundary, quite defenceless and helpless in the 
event of a hostile attack.

Under such circumstances we would ask whe
ther it is really the Little Entente that is menaced 
by Hungary alleged to be "formidable" from a 
military point of view, or vice versa?

Difficile est non satiram scribere!
And what about Turkey’s move in the mat

ters of the fortification of the Dardanelles? We 
agree with the French Press in regarding this 
move as the first step towards a peaceful revi
sion of the peace treaties. Only the French papers 
look at the matter from an entirely different 
angle. ” Le Journal", for instance, writes that Hun
gary will probably take the peaceful modification 
of the regulations relating to the Dardanelles as 
a decisive case. That is why the Little Entente im
mediately took steps to protest energetically 
against Turkey's move. This is all very true, of 
course, and very fine; but what is to become of 
the Balkan Alliance?

The British Press displays a calmness, sang 
froid, objectivity quite different from that of the 
French Press. W e quite agree with the "News 
Chronicle”  that Turkey's demand is a fresh crush
ing blow to the post-War adjustment, which is 
falling to pieces and is condemned to destruction. 
The Turkish Government's Note —  writes this 
paper —  is moulded in perfectly correct terms and 
is rational in its contents; nevertheless, it will be 
extremely difficult to answer it. It would seem as 
if the only alternative were to comply with Tur
key's wishes. It is very possible that this will prove 
a preliminary to the movement aiming at restoring 
real peace. A ll the other big British organs —  the 
"Times", "Morning Post", "Daily Telegraph" — 
write in the same tenor. Not only Hungary —  who 
is perhaps the Party most nearly concerned — , 
but international public opinion everywhere, will 
await with intense interest the developments en
suing on Turkey's action; for this will be the first 
serious test of the efficacy of Article 19 of the 
Covenant of the League of Nations, which, as is 
well known, offers means for a peaceful revision 
of the treaties of peace.
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In our opinion the right of self-determination 
and revision are inseparable, not only legally and 
morally, but nationally too. Supposing of course 
that we desire to solve the questions at issue and 
to adjust existing antagonisms not by force of 
arms, but by peaceful negotiations. Only Parties 
possessing equal rights and an absolute sovereign
ty can sit down to negotiate without there being 
any disturbing feelings of subordination or sup
eriority; for it is only under conditions of the kind 
that results obtained by diplomatic means satis
factory to both Parties can be expected.

We felt impelled to stress this point before 
proceeding, —  particularly because the peace plan 
propounded by the French Premier, M. Flandin, in 
answer to the German Memorandum would seem 
to have entirely forgotten this fundamental princ
iple. This fact is peculiarly striking in the case 
of a scheme which is a masterpiece of juristry, —  
the French being in general past masters in inter
national law. The French, however, very often 
commit the grave mistake of either failing to see 
or not wishing to see moments of decisive import
ance, thus in all probability intentionally ignoring 
elementary truths. Yet thereby they merely serve 
to waken their own pleading and also the cause 
which they have so insistently and perseveringly 
and with such praiseworthy courage striven to 
advocate.

The section of the French peace plan relating 
to treaty revision is absolutely fatal to the cause of 
those countries on which the treaties of peace have 
inflicted an unspeakably intolerable situation. 
Here again the country most severely hit is Hun
gary, which has lost 71% of its territory and 63% 
of its inhabitants, nearly four million persons of 
Hungarian race having thereby been subjected — 
without being consulted and indeed against their 
will —  to the rule of foreign States. This means 
an upheaval in the organisation and in the life of 
a State with a history of over ten centuries almost 
equivalent to utter annihilation. § 11 of M. Flan- 
din's proposal, which refers to the question of re
vision, runs as follows:

"International law postulates a respect for 
treaties. Though no treaty may be regarded as 
unalterable, nevertheless no treaty must be in
fringed one-sidedly. In the new European organi
sation, in which all nations may associate freely 
and equally, all States wold be required to under
take to respect the territorial frontiers of all other 
Member States and the relevant decisions could 
not be subjected to amendment except with the 
unanimous consent of all Member States. No ap
plication for any such amendment may be sub
mitted within twenty-five years” .

It is true, indeed, that this is the first time 
since 1919 that anyone responsible for the official 
foreign policy of France has admitted the pos
sibility of a revision of the treaties of peace. Hi
therto the Little Entente —  and more particularly 
M. Titulescu —  has insisted on declaring that re
vision means war. Nevertheless a horrible and 
monstrous price is demanded for this concession 
on the part of France which is really no conces

II.
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sion at all, seeing that Article 19 of the Covenant 
of the League of Nations is still in force —  at 
least on paper. France proposes that for twenty- 
five years it shall be forbidden even to mention 
revision. To consent to the twenty-five years' 
silence here suggested would be to condemn the 
oppressed minorities to death and to absolute ex
termination. It is a universally known fact — of 
which the Quai d'Orsay has undoubtedly also ex
haustive and reliable information —  that not one 
of the Sucession States created out of the former 
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy has fulfilled the ob
ligations undertaken in the minority treaties which 
were guaranteed by the Great Powers. On the 
contrary, Czecho-Slovakia and Rumania and Yugo
slavia have all alike done everything in their 
power to annihilate the Hungarians submitted to 
their rule, employing against the defenceless and 
helpless minorities of that race the most refined 
methods of official persecution, social terrorism, 
and political and economic oppression. They have 
applied the most draconic measures against those 
persons whom they have failed to drive from their 
native countries by refusing to grant them the 
citizenship to which the treaties of peace entitle 
them. Most of the Hungarian schools have been 
closed and tens of thousands of Hungarian child
ren forced to attend Czech, Rumanian and Serbian 
schools; they have confiscated the latifundia and 
medium-sized estates belonging to Hungarians 
either without offering any compensation at all or 
against a compensation so trifling as not to be 
even worth mentioning: and now they are not only 
expelling Hungarian employees from State offices 
but are actually compelling private undertakings 
also to engage and employ only officials and work
ers belonging to the ruling races. Under such 
circumstances we may well ask whether Hungary 
will he able to continue for a further twenty-five 
years to look on with folded arms to be a merely 
passive spectator of the ruthless exterminatin of 
the millions of Hungarians on the other side of 
the frontier?

But the French peace plan is not satisfied 
with the twenty-five years' interval; it also cate
gorically declares that even after the lapse of the 
twenty-five years any revision would be made de
pendent upon the absolutely unanimous decision 
of all Member States —  i. e. of the States most 
nearly concerned too. So this section of M. Flan- 
din’s draft proposal means simply that the idea 
of revision —  and therefore real peace too —  
would be made impossible for all time; for the 
States most nearly corcerned will never voluntar
ily consent to any territorial changes.

Yet Hungary’s territorial demands are sur

prisingly moderate. What we desire is that the 
Hungarians (Magyars) living in compact masses 
in the immediate vicinity of the Magyars living in 
Dismembered Hungary shall be restored to their 
native country unconditionally; while in the other 
territories severed from Hungary a plebiscite shall 
be ordained as postulated by the right of self-de
termination of the peoples. We are entitled to in
sist on this demand, —  in particular owing to it 
being entirely in harmony with the Wilsonian 
principles, —  i. e. with those fundamental princ
iples which should have been the factors deciding 
the terms of the treaties of peace and of the Cov
enant of the League of Nations,

Equally imcomprehensible to us is the insist
ence on the principle of equality of rights stressed 
in the French peace plan, which would fain en
courage the disarmed States —  by some big talk 
about "collective security” and an empty threat of 
"sanctions” —  to continue to tolerate the situation 
which is already beyond their endurance. A ccord
ing to M. Flandin's proposal the disarmed —  who 
would naturally still continue to be deprived of 
all right to equality in military respects —  would 
find ample compensation in what he is pleased to 
call "collective security".

M. Flandin thinks it compatible with the 
spirit of justice that certain privileged States 
should remain —  perhaps for ever and ever —  
armed to the teeth to watch the frontiers of the 
disarmed States left to the mercy of their neigh
bours, —  or rather to guard the frontiers of Hun
gary only, which country will sooner or later be 
the only one left in a condition of utter disability 
and subordination.

Yet even that is not enough for the drafters 
of the French scheme. They would require the dis
armed States also to participate in the work of 
reciprocally ensuring frontiers in East and Central 
Europe. In other words, they would leave the un
just frontiers intact and provide for their being 
secured, not only by the victors, but by the van
quished too. Does the French Foreign Minister not 
think that such a measure of self-denial and hyper
altruism is too much to expect of those who have 
lost practically everything? Do people in Paris 
really think it possible that Hungary, for instance, 
should undertake reciprocically to assist in pro
tecting the Czech-German, Czech-Polish, Ruman- 
ian-Russian or Yugoslav frontiers, —  or to 
guarantee the frontier between Serbia and Bul
garia, —  not to speak of the frontiers imposed on 
Hungary by the Treaty of Trianon?

These grave mistakes of the drafters of the 
French scheme destroy the credit of the proposal 
as a whole.



THE EUROPEAN CRISIS AND HUNGARY*
by

Ur. Tibor Eckhardt,  M. P.

Psychologically the life of Europe has entered 
a blind alley. A ll peoples alike realise that 
there is trouble and that there is a hitch 
somewhere. Every man in the street knows 

well enough what ought to be done; yet the lead
ing politicians are unable to mend matters, being 
instead engaged in gnashing their teeth impotently 
and throwing the blame on one another, so that 
they continue to act foolishly and heap up more 
and more obstacles to obstruct the way out of the 
blind alley of their own making. There is not a 
nation not desirous of peace; Germany and France 
are not in opposition and have no demands to 
make from one another!! And yet we find the 
bitterest conflicts continually distributing and dis
quieting the public opinion of these two countries, 
spreading unrest and mistrust; indeed, those con
flicts are just now actually causing a danger of 
war menacing the whole of Europe. What is the 
cause underlying this absurd state of things? It is 
impossible not to realise the truth. What we have 
here is the conflict between two systems —  be
tween two different methods being applied for the 
organisation of Europe. Between Germany and 
France there is no conflict of ‘ ‘real" interests; 
what is going on is merely a continuation of the 
still undecided struggle which broke out between 
Clemenceau and Wilson in 1918.

What Wilson wanted was that there should 
not be any victors or conquered. He desired a 
sincere reconciliation to be followed by honest co- 
peration. Clemenceau on the other hand wanted 
to subject his defeated victims to a yoke of slavery 
and to shackle the conquered peoples now reduced 
to servitude with fetters ensuring the per
manency and unassailability of his one-sided 
superiority. To bleed the conquered peoples eco
nomically by the imposition of unpayable repara
tions, to weaken them and reduce them to a state 
of coma by disarmament and in addition to keep 
them in constant terror by forming a mighty coa
lition against them; that is still the ideal of most 
French politicians. President Wilson entered the 
lists on behalf of the right of self-determination of

* The above article from the pen of the leader of the 
biggest Opposition Party appeared in Hungarian in the 
April 1st issue 0f the "Pesti Hirlap“. The April 2nd issue 
of the same paper published the article by Bela Kenez, 
Member of the Government Party, which follows'.

the peoples; what he wanted was a voluntary 
agreement between free peoples. What Clemen
ceau wanted was to force his former enemies sur
render unconditionally and to make them incap
able of action. Unfortunately for the world the 
iron will of Clemenceau won the day; and the 
hand of steel first used by him is still throttling 
the Europe of today. The mutilated body of Hun
gary is still in the grip of the Little En
tente, which has already grown into a political 
alliance. And Germany is being subjected more 
ruthlessly than ever to a policy of blockade pos
ing as a means of collective security. Clemenceau's 
spiritual successor, Barthou, set the avalanche of 
the Russian Soviet in motion down the precipitous 
slopes of Europe; and that avalanche is still swep- 
ing on its way, dumfounding all good Europeans. 
Even the radical statesman Lloyd George admits 
that if the Soviet leaders should succeed in over
coming Germany, the ruins would fall into the 
hands of communism. And what would the Russian 
danger mean to Hungary with her 9 million in
habitants, which would be used as an assembly 
field for the Russian forces in the event of the 
Franco-Russian alliance being put into practice? 
This latter alliance is an attempt on Europe as a 
whole; for the advance of pan-Slav influence in 
the lowlying district between the Danube and the 
Tisza would upset the political balance of Europe, 
while the spread of communism would sweep away 
Christian civilisation and our moral order. Never 
was the conflict between the two great deceased 
—  Wilson and Clemenceau —  so great as it is 
today; and the decision cannot be postponed for 
very long.

** *

I cannot believe that Clemenceau's political 
inheritance has proved a blessing even to France 
herself. I see on the contrary that the events in
jurious to the interests of France have all origin
ated from this mistaken mentality based upon a 
mistaken preoccupation. The expulsion of the 
various German dynasties did not kill militarism 
in the German Empire; it has on the contrary pre
pared the way for centralism and for the ex
ceptionally rapid development of a German unity 
capable of very effectual efforts. The foolish dis
memberment of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy 
has atomised the Danube Valley and thrown open
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the gateway of the Danube for the passage of 
pangermanism. The insensate mutilation of Hun
gary shattered the tock which had for centuries 
defied annihilation to obstruct the expansion of 
the German power. The throttling grip of the 
system followed by the Little Entente —  the po
litical, economic and military blockade weighing 
heavily on Austria as well as on Hungary for over 
fifteen years —  has made the idea of AnschluB 
with Germany sympathetic in the eyes of the 
Austrian people, after having been thrust out of 
its natural sphere on the Danube Valley is unable 
to find elsewhere any possibility of permament 
welfare,

Although the Russo-French and Czecho-Rus- 
sian alliances may perhaps for the moment allay 
France's fears, those alliances cannot but detri
mentally affect France's position in Europe. There 
is only one way in which the activity of France 
can possibly be of advantage to Europe, —  if she 
acts in co-operation with the two neighbouring 
Western Powers in the spirit of Stresa. The al
liance with Russia, apart from its disquieting 
Poland, makes Great Britain still more reserved 
in her attitude and gives Germany moral ground 
enough for endeavouring to establish a system of 
counter-alliance of her own. These alliances also 
undermine Austria's position; for in the event of 
an aggravation of the situation Austria will na
turally be impelled when the German and the 
Russian forces meet in conflict to join her racial 
brethren in Germany. More than that; these 
alliances —  or rather the Czecho-Russian alliance
—  destroy the only possible political basis of a 
reasonable adjustment of the common life of the 
Danubian Succession States. The only solution 
open to the small peoples living in the Danube 
Valley is to stress the idea of an independent 
Danube Valley liberating them alike from German 
influence and from that of the Russian forces 
and to establish an autonomous Danube Valley 
system which, being built up on fair and 
equitable compromises, would eventually lead to 
the reconciliation and co-operation of the Danube 
Valley peoples and to their healthy re-organisa
tion. This solution is precluded by the Czecho- 
Russian treaty, which has tied one of the indispen
sable factors of co-operation in the Danube Valley 
to Russia and thereby forces Austria and Hungary
—  countries whose very existence is threatened 
by that treaty —  to lock for support against the 
Russian menace where such support is to be found.

The Russian alliance was the last trump of 
French policy; it constrained the Germans to take 
a step which can never be retraced. Europe is 
dumfounded at the sight of this dangerous game; 
while France is veritably in a state of eruption,
—  and that not on account of the breach of treaty 
committed by the Germans, but because she is ter
rified to see the system upon which her post- 
War life has rested tottering to its fall. As Lloyd 
George said in a recent article, "the French have 
no objection to a one-sided infraction of a treaty 
so long as the infraction is committed by France, 
and only become hysterical when Germany wishes 
to follow their lead and to make the infraction of

the Treaty of Versailles bilateral". We might add 
that the same is true of breaches of the Treaty of 
Trianon and indeed of the minority treaties too; 
for in Augustt 1934, the writer of the present art
icle himself witnessed in Geneva the energy shown 
by France in rejecting even the most modest hint 
on the part of Hungary of the need of observing 
the provisions of the minority treaties which had 
been duly signed. "British common sense is unable 
to understand why the fact that Cologne, the 
world-famed ancient German city, has been oc
cupied by two companies of German soldiers, 
should be spoken of as savage a g g r e s s io n And 
we might supplement Lloyd George's words with 
the observation that every agreement by treaty 
from the Covering Letter of M. Millerand down
wards —  where such agreement was calculated to 
relieve the miserable lot of Hungarians —  has 
been torn to shreds without the French uttering 
even the mildest form of disapproval. So, a truce 
to all mock modesty! let us say openly that what 
has infuriated France is not the breach of treaty 
on the part of Germany, but the sight of Germany 
at last throwing off her fetters and living and 
acting independently and thus destroying the 
system built up by Clemenceau. France is now 
faced with a new situation!!

What is likely to be the solution? Is there 
any solution at all? The British Foreign Secretary 
would appear to pin his faith on the League ol 
Nations. 1 am sorry to say I cannot share this 
confidence. The League of Nations is bound hand 
and foot by its own rules of procedure —  to such 
an extent that it is already incapable of any ef
fectual action in important matters. The develop
ment of the League's policy serves simply to con
firm that opinion. The League of Nations was the 
outcome of the principles enunciated by President 
Wilson; it has drafted many schemes in keeping 
with its origin and its established aims and has 
had magnificent dreams: them it began to harangue 
aind has allowed time to lapse and has become 
out of date. And France has gone her own to the 
sound of Wilsonian orations and has acted in the 
spirit of Clemenceau. Many theories have been 
propounded in Geneva; but very few have ever 
blossomed out into reality. While the League of 
Nations solemnly enunciated the ideal principles 
to be followed, the development of events and 
facts has moved rapidly in the opposite direction. 
I have read somewhere that the leading personal
ities of the League of Nations have acted “not 
like persons called to the stage of the world by 
the inspired spirit of the Creator, but like persons 
distilled in Bernard Shaw's retort in suspicious 
sociological and literary gases".

To cajole and hush to silence, to patch and 
mend and deprive all movements alike, whether 
useful or nocious, of their nerve —  that is what 
the League of Nations is fitted for: but coura
geously and honestly to create a new and upright 
order in the world —  that we must never expect 
it to be able to do! But there is another forum 
still left to appeal to, —  the eminent and authorit
ative International Tribunal in The Hague, which
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is really fitted to effect the proper adjustment of 
concrete legal disputes. This juridical forum can
not however be employed to eliminate the deep- 
seated political evils which are alimented by the 
constitutional defects of the life of Europe and 
are therefore constantly breaking out afresh. There 
is no physician today in a position to undertake 
to cure the maladies of Europe; only one thing is 
certain —  viz. that the world will not be able very 
long to continue in the old groove. Yet there is a 
demand already possessing the soul of every na
tion —  the demand that this state of war must 
be brought to an end at last. It is this demand 
which —  in addition to the demand for the over
throw of Clemenceau's system —  is gathering 
force every day, —  the whole world insisting that 
the furies of war shall be buried and a return 
made to the Wilsonian principles constituting the 
foundations upon which the peace treaties were 
codified; and if these principles were really put
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into effect, the world would be reassured at once. 
A  new peace conference is already a vital necessity 
for Europe, —  the new peace conference pro
posed by Hitler which would be welcomed by 
Great Britain and for which all peoples —  the 
peace-loving French people too —  are longing 
sincerely in their heart of hearts. This new peace 
conference is perhaps the last ray of hope both 
for our Continent as a whole and for the Hun
garian nation in particular; and those who attend 
that conference must leave behind them all al
liances and binding obligations. It must be the 
work of the conference to prepare the way for 
an agreement between free peoples based upon 
equality and to heal the heeding wounds of the 
two principal arteries of Europe —  the Rhine and 
the Danube. Hungary anxiously awaits this con
ference —  the Hungary of Trianon, the most ruth
lessly and unjustly mutilated of Clemenceau's 
victims.

DISARMAMENT,
REVISION, MINORITY QUESTION

by
l)r. Bela Kenez M. P.

former Minister, Professor in the Peter Pazmany University o f Budapest.

The importance of equality in respect of 
armaments, of the question of revision and 
of the minority question has ceased to be 
confined to certain countries or certain 

races; the proper solution of these questions is a 
sine qua non of the peaceful co-operation and of 
the progress of mankind at large. The necessity 
for such a proper solution was probably never 
more pressing or the demand for that solution 
more opportune than at the present moment, when 
the consequences of the war between Italy and 
Abyssinia and of the violent quarrel between Ger
many and France have at last opened the eyes 
even of those who have so far either pretended to 
be blind or have really been blind and made every 
one realise that the Paris Peace Edicts are in sore 
need of a revision, seeing that instead of inducing 
tranquillity they have saturated the political at
mosphere with an ever-present tension, besides 
plunging Europe into economic distress and sowing 
the poisonous seeds of incalculable catastrophes. 
It is becoming more and more evident that the 
walls of the so-called edifice of peace built upon 
the quicksands of lies and misrepresentation and 
ignorance are falling to pieces and the cracks in 
them can no longer be plastered over with the 
transparent mortar of duplicity.

The question of disarmament itself is no 
longer merely in a state of dilapidation; it is al
ready in a state of ruin. A ll the fuss made about 
this question will remain for all time a classical 
example of hypocrisy. The victors forced the de
feated countries to disarm; but it has never oc
curred to them to comply with the obligation to

do so undertaken by them. And that is because 
there are certain States which are fully aware 
that their power is based upon injustice and on the 
abuse made of a manetary ascendancy. So' they 
would fain perpetuate the reign of force and the 
disparity of armaments and security as between 
the various countries in order to be able to keep 
their war plunder or perhaps even to add to their 
spoils. That is why the discussions of the Dis
armament Conference —  which talked big but 
were entirely devoid of sincerity —  had to end in 
a fiasco and to endorse the view expressed by M, 
Motta, President of the Swiss Republic when at 
the opening session of the Disarmament Confer
ence he prophesied the fiasco, “ because there can 
be no disarmament v/ithout a fulfilment of all le
gitimate demands leading to general reassurance” . 
And indeed no one talks any more of disarma
ment, On the contrary: everywhere people em
phasise the necessity of armaments. Though the 
plea used is certainly strange in the mouths of 
those States which are already armed to the teeth. 
The powers that are not concerned with the 
security of the countries which, being completely 
disarmed, are at the mercy of their neighbours; 
indeed, probably the defencelessness of those 
countries is just what they would rely on. Are 
they blind to the disquieting consequences of this 
unequal treatment and to the arrogance and pro
voking attitude of the fully armed countries con
scious of their superior odds? or to the continuous 
unrest and embitterment in evidence among the 
defeated? And we might also ask whether the na
tions generally accept as impartial judge and as
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an opportune political instrument that League of 
Nations which tolerates —  or indeed sometimes 
actually encourages —  such crying and dangerous 
injustices? A nd is the League ot Nations guilty 
of a direct self-contradiction when it defies the 
fundamental principles which brought it into be
ing? For we are told in the Preamble to the Cov
enant that the object of the High Contracting Part
ies in establishing the League of Nations was to 
maintain "open, just and honourable relations be
tween nations'* and “ in the dealings of organised 
peoples" to secure "the maintenance of justice". 
How can we reconcile with the principles of open
ness, honesty and justice the fact that the front
iers of Hungary have been left defenceless amid 
forests of bayonets and thousands of cannon- 
mouths and dense swarms of war-planes? 1 know, 
of course, that in politics justice does not always 
go hand in hand with expediency. In this con
nection however we would ask in the name of ex
pediency too whether it is wise to deprive Hun
gary of the means of fulfilling her historic mission 
of acting as a breakwater dismembered as she is 
to hinder the meeting of the Northern and South
ern Slav oceans which would absorb everything 
that fell in its way? Is that wise just at the pre
sent moment, when the bases of the Russian air- 
fleet are by the kindness of the Czechs being 
located on the Hungarian frontier and are planting 
themselves in the very heart of Europe, —  is it 
wise at such a juncture, when the natural increase 
of the Slav races promises within 25 or 30 years 
to form a numerical majority among the peoples 
of Europe and when the superior odds of the Rus
sians not merely ensure an ethnical predominance 
but also threaten a complete upheaval of the pre
sent social order of Europe and promise to bring 
about a collapse on the ruins of which there will 
problably never be any life again deserving to be 
called human.

Do not the Western Powers and the leaders 
of the League of Nations feel that this is all far 
more than a mere racial feud? Do they not realise 
that from the East Western society is being men
aced by new tendencies calculated to sweep away 
faith, family, the system of private ownership, in
dividual ambition and the motor forces of energy, 
together with all those ideals which have develop
ed in the soul of mankind through the ages? Is 
there no consternation in the West, which has so 
far been able to feel safe from the dangers latent 
in the Soviet system, at the sight of these fiery 
brands sweeping over the frontiers of even the 
most distant countries and beginning their work of 
destruction even in the most western corner of 
Europe? Do people in the W est not notice how 
thoroughly the way has been paved for these de
vilish tendencies by the misery and discontent fo l
lowing in the wake of the Peace Edicts? do they 
not realise that their advance cannot be checked 
except by an absolute agreement of the bourgeoisie 
ewerywhere?

A  little introspection on the part of the lead
ers of the League of Nations would enable them 
to realise at last that the harmony indispensable 
for the safety of the bourgeoisie of Europe and a
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rational system of self-defence cannot be achieved 
without the reparation of the fatal blunders made 
by the framers of the Peace Edicts —  i. e. without 
a revision. The League of Nations must realise 
that this revision is not merely in the interest of 
Hungary, but is also a sine qua non of the peace 
and progress of Europe and of mankind at large. 
The endeavour to achieve “nationality unity* ‘ —  
one of the chief pretexts advanced to justify the 
dismemberment of Hungary —  has proved a fail
ure. A  "nationality" State (Hungary) under the 
control of a firm majority was replaced by three 
"nationality" States two of which are racially far 
more "m ixed" than pre-W ar Hungary was, —  
while of at least two of the said States it may be 
said that they have subjected races of higher cul
ture to peoples culturally far less advanced, that 
leading necessarily to balkanisation or to a loosen
ing of the State structure, particularly seeing that 
the intolerable persecution of the racial minorities 
has aggravated the nationality tension to breaking 
point. But the mutilation of Hungary has brought 
ruin, not only on the Hungarians on this side of 
the new frontiers, but also on both the Hungarian 
and the non-Hungarian inhabitants of the terri
tories severed from us. Their industry has de
clined, and there has been a set-back alike in their 
agriculture and in their whole economic life; and 
in illustration of the manner in which the “ libera
ted" are really satisfied with the present state of 
their political and civil rights, we would refer 
among other things to the familiar declaration of 
the Slovak Assem bly held at Zolyom  in 1932, to 
the long series of statements made by Rumanian 
politicians, and also to the repeated manifestos 
of the Croatians, which have told the world that 
unless an end is put to the “ hellish conditions" 
created by the Serb dictatorship, they will resort 
to the revolutionary weapon of self-help. These 
documents also explain why plebiscites are most 
bitterly opposed —  even in the so-called "liberat
ed" territories —  by those very States which either 
originated or were augmented out of pieces of 
Hungary's body.

But a revision is also in the interest of the 
whole world. For the events of recent months 
must certainly have convinced even the most pre
occupied and most dull-witted persons that the 
Peace Edicts have resulted in anything but peace 
and have on the contrary enhanced the tension in 
the political and the gravity of the economic si
tuation. Not only on account of the intolerable 
charges involved by the race in armaments (today 
the military expenditure is roughly twice what it 
was prior to the Great W ar), but also on account 
of the devastating consequences of the isolation 
caused by the lack of confidence, which have 
brought about anarchic conditions in the field 
of production, a shrinking of trade and a 
fatal distortion of the structure of the dis
tribution of income leading to an advance of 
prices, to penury, to a social de-classification 
and a measure of unemployment destroying charac
ter, undermining the foundations of the State and 
driving whole classes into ruin and depravity.

APRIL, 1936
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T h e s e  t r u t h s  a r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  b e  r e a l i s e d  

m o r e  a n d  m o r e  g e n e r a l l y .  A  f e w  y e a r s  a g o  

S i g n o r  M u s s o l i n i  m a d e  a  r e m a r k  —  “ a  t r e a t y  c a n 

n o t  b e  a  g r a v e "  —  w h i c h  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  b r e a c h  

m a d e  b y  a  r e s p o n s i b l e  s t a t e s m a n  i n  t h e  p r i s o n -  

w a l l s  o f  T r i a n o n  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  d e c l a r e d  t o  b e  

i m p r e g n a b l e .  T o d a y  w e  f i n d  n u m b e r s  o f  o f f i c i a l  

p o l i t i c i a n s  f o l l o w i n g  M u s s o l i n i ’ s  e x a m p l e .  O n  

M a r c h  2 6 t h  t h e  B r i t i s h  F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a r y ,  M r .  

E d e n ,  d e m a n d e d  a n  a d j u s t m e n t  o f  E u r o p e  i n  w h i c h  

t h e  n a t i o n s  w o u l d  b e  l e s s  a b l e  t o  r e l y  o n  a r m s  

t h a n  o n  r i g h t  a n d  j u s t i c e .  A t  t h e  s o m e  t i m e  M r .  

L l o y d  G e o r g e ,  t h e  m a n  w h o  h a d  b e e n  B r i t i s h  

P r e m i e r  d u r i n g  t h e  G r e a t  W a r ,  m a d e  a  s t a t e m e n t  

b e a r i n g  t h e  w e i g h t  o f  a u t h o r i t y  a s  c o m i n g  f r o m  h i m  

t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  “ t h e  T r e a t y  o f  V e r s a i l l e s  i s  n o t  

H o l y  W r i t " .  A n d  o n l y  a  f e w  d a y s  a g o  t h e  F r e n c h  

P r e m i e r ,  M ,  F l a n d i n ,  s p e a k i n g  t o  h i s  c o n s t i t u e n t s  

a d m i t t e d  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  b r i n g i n g  t h e  t r e a t i e s  i n t o  

h a r m o n y  w i t h  t h e  c h a n g i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  l i f e  

o f  t h e  p e o p l e s .

Now, if we are anxious to found the future of 
Europe upon the basis of justice and right, why 
have the Succession States been allowed for the 
last seventeen years to continuously trample under 
foot the obligations in respect of the protection of 
minorities postulated in the Treaties of Paris and 
St. Germain-en-Laye and placed under the 
guarantee of the League of Nations? Whole libra
ries might be filled with the masses of data put 
forward to prove these outrages on rights guaran
teed by international law and to reveal to the 
world at large the inhuman persecution to which 
the minorities are being subjected, the confiscation 
of all human, civil and political rights and the 
filching from those minorities of their intellectual 
and material possessions. If the Western Pov/ers 
have even the remotest experience of the minority 
question in their own countries, they should surely 
have realised the heinousness of the outrage on 
the laws of logic committed when, while State 
unions dating back a thousand years were cut in 
pieces in order to enforce the "principle of na
tionality", the Principal Allied Powers at the same 
time allowed the nationalities subjected to foreign 
yokes to be deprived of the most elementary con

ditions of subsistence and to be reduced to misery, 
at the cost of an incalculable blow to the progress 
of humanity, which is contributed to harmoniously 
by each several race working in keeping with the 
peculiar gifts and capacities of its national genius. 
And even if they did not care to watch over the 
observation of those rights which they had bound 
themselves in honour to protect, they should at 
least have listened to the voice of expediency. 
They should have considered the enormous sacri
fices demanded, the forces kept in check and the 
gigantic racks thrown in the way of the progress 
based upon the co-operation of mankind, by the 
embitterment of the minorities and the innumerable 
dangerous consequences of their maltreatment.

This is the interconnection between the 
principle of equality in armaments, revision and 
the question of minority rights which —  in the 
light in which I have endeavoured to place it —  
is becoming a problem not by any means a local 
Hungarian one demanding an urgent solution. And 
if so far the official circles of Western Europe — 
evidently in the to them reassuring conviction that 
the peace treaties had for years ensured an un
exceptionable adjustment of the situation in Cent
ral and Eeastern Europe —  have not bothered 
much about the seething cauldron of the Danube 
Valley Question. The teachings of the Italian-Abys
sinian War and of the dispute between Germany 
and France should have compelled them to realise 
that treaties drafted in the fumes of hatred and 
blood must be all wrong, —  that it was a fatal 
blunder to hastily and thoughtlessly break up the 
system of States in Eastern Europe sanctioned 
by history, —  and that there is no possibility of 
any real peace or tranquillity so long as onlv 
the victors possess rights, while the conquered 
have to bear burdens only. It is therefore a very 
sound idea that a new peace conference should be 
convened to meet today in a clearer atmosphere 
and with the experiences of seventeen years be
hind it. We cannot but hope and trust —  in the 
interest of mankind at large —  that the idea of 
a new conference of the kind will not be aban
doned.

HUNGARIAN SCIENCE
b y

Dr. Julius K o m is
Rector o f the Budapest Peter Pdzmdny University o f Sciences

Culture is not the work of individual men or 
even of isolated peoples, but of large human 
communities — and indeed in these days of 
international intercourse and easy communi

cation between nations of practically the whole of 
mankind. There is no national culture entirely 
autochthonous in character —  no culture which 
has not developed out of contact with other 
peoples and out of the consequent reciprocal in
fluences. From the point of view of culture as a 
great common of mankind at large nations are

also merely individuals co-operating with other 
individuals of a similar character. The creations 
of any national culture become the common cul
tural assets of humanity.

Of the various forms of culture science is 
based upon the clear, trasparent, rational thought- 
movement of the mind —  upon what we may call 
the "institutionally” secured system of mental 
logic which is unalterable and universal and ap
plies equally to every one. That is why from the 
most ancient times sciences has been far more an
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international product of mankind than art, morals 
or religion, which spring from the soil of our spi
ritual life and are more intimately connected with 
our individual being. Science has been interna
tional ever since it came into being. W e need only 
recall the cosmopolitan life of the itinerant Greek 
mathematicians and philosophers of antiquity, — 
the wandering of medieval scolars from university 
to university, the international discussions of the 
savants of every nationality belonging to the great 
Orders of monks, —  we need only recall the fact 
that St. Thomas Aquinas, who was born in Italy, 
studied in Cologne and taught in Paris, —  or re
member the embodiment of the internationality of 
the science and scholarship of the Renaissance in 
Erasmus and Giordano Bruno. Every age —  even 
the most warlike age —  had its own respublica 
literarum, which served as a neutral territory for 
the exchange and propagation of ideas and acted 
as a starting-point for new conceptions and de
velopment, thereby ensuring the universal progress 
of the intellectual achievements of cultured hum
anity.

The outbreak of the Great War in 1914 made 
a sudden breach in the internationality of science; 
the peaceful citizens of the respublica literarum 
whose only weapon was the pen were divided into 
two camps: while the younger generations fought 
bitterly on the field of battle, the older genera
tions stayed at home and bombarded one another 
with poisoned arrows, tearing the laurels of 
Minerva from the brows of those who shortly before 
had been elected by universities and academies to 
positions of honour for services rendered to man
kind at large in their search for the truth and 
ostracising them as enemies. They blew up the 
bridges connecting the nations intellectually; and 
the gap thus created was filled with words of con
tempt and vituperation.

This great "Gotterdammerung" of interna
tional science lasted a few years after the Great 
War too. However, the intellectual bridges were 
gradually rebuilt and a passage made for a re
newed intercourse between the savants of the 
nations which had been enemies, who once more 
showed mutual respect and a readiness to engage 
in international intellectual co-operation. It was 
in this spirit of reconciliation that in 1925 the Hun
garian Academy of Sciences celebrated its Cen
tenary, which was attended by large numbers of 
scholars representing countries with which we had 
been at war. On the occasion of the Tercentenary 
celebrations of the Budapest Pazmany University 
all traces of the former hostility had already dis
appeared; the scientific forums of all nations alike 
(with the exception of the Prague Czech, the Bu
charest and the Jassy Universities, which did not 
even reply to our invitations) expressed their cor
dial respect and esteem for the Budapest Univer
sity, the eminent centre of Hungarian learning, 
doing so either by personal representation (156 
delegates were present at the celebrations) or in 
the form of addresses couched in terms of the 
warmest appreciation. These expressions of appre
ciation too made us sensible that in the intellectual 
world there is no difference between small and 
great nations, —  that in the field of science the

value of a nation varies in accordance with the 
value of its contribution to the work of unravelling 
the infinite network of truths. In its letter addres
sed to our University the University of Oxford very 
finely stresses the present-day importance of the 
internationality of science: "Today, when both 
internal troubles and external feuds have raised 
barriers of antagonism between the peoples of the 
earth, special importance must be attached to the 
links binding us together in the common search 
for truth". Alluding to the dark horizon of the 
international political situation, University Col
lege, Dundee (attached to St. Andrews' Univer
sity) declared that "now that the dusk of evening 
is once more falling over the world, one tie re
mains, that of science” . The Unversity of Montpel
lier (France) also emphasised the importance of 
the link of intellectual understanding as a means 
of uniting us after the Great War.

A  point of peculiar importance in connection 
with the Tercentenary of our University is that 
the whole world of science expressed its apprecia
tion and its acknowledgment of the high standard 
of Hungarian scientific culture. A  noble interpre
tation of this apprecation was that voiced by An
gelo Rotta, Apostolic Nuncio, when in his address 
to the Regent of Hungary delivered in the name of 
the whole Budapest diplomatic corps on January 
1st, 1936, he referred in the following terms to 
the jubilee celebrations of our University: ,,The 
year that has just passed gave Hungary the legiti
mate satisfaction involved in the fact that all 
other countries of the world acknowledged the 
eminent value of Hungary's cultural life and de
velopment, which was so magnificently documented 
by the tercentenary celebrations of the Royal 
Hungarian Peter Pazmany University of Sciences", 
In his reply the Regent made the following refer
ence to the passages relating to our University: 
"W e are grateful to Your Excellency for having in 
these days of grave anxieties too pointed out that 
despite all its sufferings the Hungarian people has 
preserved its sangfroid and discipline and that on 
the occasion of the tercentenary celebrations of the 
Peter Pazmany University the other nations of the 
world also took cognizance of the development 
and progress of the Hungarian nation".

M o s t  o f  t h e  a r t i s t i c a l l y  d e c o r a t e d  a d d r e s s e s  

o f  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n  —  m a s t e r p i e c e s  o f  d e c o r a t i v e  

a r t  —  e n d e a v o u r  t o  s t r e s s  t h e  c u l t u r a l  a n d  o t h e r  

c o n n e c t i o n s  e x i s t i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s t o r y  

b e t w e e n  H u n g a r y  o r  o u r  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  t h e  c o u n t 

r i e s  s e n d i n g  t h e  a d d r e s s e s .  I t  i s  r e a l l y  t o u c h i n g  t o  

s e e  h o w  w e l l  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  r e m e m b e r  t h e  p o i n t s  

o f  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  i n e l l e c t u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  w i t h  t h e  

H u n g a r i a n  n a t i o n .

In the address sent by the Helsinki University 
we are told that the Finns, a people racially akin 
to the Hungarians, are proud to know that the 
foundation by cardinal Peter Pazmany of the 
Hungarian University dates from the period — 
during the Thirty Years' War —  in which their 
universities of Tartu and Abo were established. In 
its address of congratulation the Finnish Academy 
of Sciences speaks of the Hungarian people as 
the most eminent of all the peoples belonging to 
the Finno-Ugrian family. The University of Tarto
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also —  in a splendid address written in Hungarian 
— expresses the pleasure it feels in greeting the 
scientific culture of the racial kindred of the Fin
nish nation.

The universities belonging to the Germanic 
cultural community (those of Austria and Ger
many and the German University of Prague), 
with which our geographical situation and common 
historical traditions have always bound us in the 
closest friendship, voiced this intellectual endos- 
mosis in terms of touching brotherliness. The Uni
versity of Vienna stresses the fact that it has al
ways been connected with the university of Buda
pest by closer ties than those with other univers
ities. When Rudolph IV., Archduke of Austria, 
founded the Vienna university, Louis the Great of 
Hungary laid the foundations of the first Hunga
rian university at Pecs. And when Maximilian I. 
enlarged the Vienna university, Matthias Corvinus 
founded the University of Pozsony. The joint ad
dress of the Universities of the German Empire 
speaks of the parallel line of development of the 
present; in Germany as in Hungary, the younger 
generation, proud of its ancient nationality, is 
striving to attain new ideals for the benefit of its 
own people and thereby of mankind at large. The 
Prussian Academy of Sciences is delighted to 
stress the intellectual spirit of brotherhood which 
existed prior to the comradeship-in-arms in evid
ence in the Great War.

The addresses of congratulation of the Italian 
universities in many cases expand to the dimen
sions of a historical monograph. That of the Uni
versity of Pavia, for instance, is a history of the 
intellectual relations between Italy and Hungary. 
The foundations of many present-day Hungarian 
towns —  we need only mention Aquincum, Savan, 
Intercusa and Brigetio' —  were laid by the Ro
mans. It was from Italy —  from the Pope —  that 
St. Stephen had received the royal crown; and he 
had his Christian churches built by Italian artists. 
In the days of Matthias Corvinus the Italian Re
naissance opened up brilliant pages in the history 
of Hungary too. The history of Hungary had 
been written first by Bonfini. With his Latin poems 
Janus Pannonius outstripped the doctors of the 
University of Pavia —  Laurentius Valla and De
metrius Chrysolora. The connection was revived 
later in history. The Hungarian sculptor Stephen 
Ferenczy studied at Rome under Canova; while 
the Hungarian painter Charles Marko spent a 
large part of his life in Italy. The cathedrals of 
Esztergom and Eger had on the other hand been 
decorated by Marcus Casagrande. The Italian 
James Marastoni established a school of painting 
in Pest. The kindred nature of the Hungarian and 
the Roman intellect is proved by the fact that it 
was in Hungary that the Latin language continued 
longest to act as the official tongue. The University 
of Pisa reminds us in a spirit of homage that just 
seventy-five years ago two Hungarians —  Tiikory, 
who fell in the Italian cause and Tiirr, who bore 
a glorious part in many battles —  joined Gari
baldi in his struggle for Italian liberty. The Uni
versity of Padua expresses homage for the great
ness of the mind of our king Matthias Corvinus. 
The University of Bologna is proud to tell us of

the numbers of Hungarians who from the thir
teenth century onwards have studied within its 
walls.

The Papal (Gregoriana) University in Rome 
commemorated the memory of Canon St. Marcus 
Crisimm, who was Pazmany’s friend and collabo
rator when he was at the university.

All universities of Poland sent large numbers 
of delegates to our celebrations. Their addresses 
are cordial expressions of a friendship centuries 
old. The University of Cracow lays stress upon the 
common history of the two nations, referring to 
the community of rulers and the community of 
faith which during the course of the centuries 
united them so closely. The University of Wilno 
was founded by Stephen Bathory; while that of 
Cracow was enlarged by Queen Hedvig. In the 
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries thousands of 
young Hungarians had studied in Cracow, —  more 
than once under the direction of professors who 
were Hungarians by birth. The Warsaw University 
also refers to the spiritual kinship of the two na
tions upon which a seal had been put by the blood 
shed in the common struggle for liberty. The Pol
ish Academy of Sciences also speaks of the 
enthusiasm for liberty living in the souls of both 
peoples alike and of the common love of civil free
dom. The Academy stresses further the fact that 
Poland and Hungary once reciprocically gave 
and received common monarchs. The Poles had 
Louis the Great, Hedvig and Bathory; while 
Poland gave Hungary her Jagello dynasty. There 
was literary reciprocity too between the two 
countries; the Poles are enthusiastic readers of 
Petofi, and Jokai, while Sienkiewicz is a great 
favourite with the Hungarian public.

The other universities too embraced the op
portunity afforded by our jubilee celebrations 
to discover points of historical contacts. The 
University of Zurich reverently reminds us 
that Louis Schedius, professor in the Buda
pest University, once entered the lists as an 
enthusiastic champion of the educational ideas 
of Pestalozzi of Zurich. In 1857 the Zurich 
University endeavoured to enlist the services of 
Ignatius Semmelweis, the great Hungarian medical 
scientist; but Semmelweis preferred to remain in 
his own university. The University of Aberdeen 
tells us of the numbers of Hungarians who have 
studied and taught within its walls. Both the Uni
versity of Adelaide and that of St. Andrews (Scot
land) refer with gratitude to the fact that Hungary 
once offered a home to St. Margaret, Queen of 
Scotland, and to her brother Edmund, who were 
in exile in that country. The University of 
Adelaide also stresses the admiration and astonish
ment with which the Scotch once listened to the 
speeches of Louis Kossuth, the great champion of 
Hungarian independence.

The National University of Ireland (Dublin) 
treats of the historical parallels between Ireland 
and Hungary. The Hungarian and the Irish na
tions had both fought continuously for their liberty 
and had restored the power of Catholicism against 
Protestantism, developing their ancient tongues and 
defending and reinforcing their rights. Pazmany is 
here spoken of with reverence as the pupil of Bel-
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l a r m i n i .  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Geneva i s  s t i l l  p r o u d  t o  

b e  a b l e  t o  i n c l u d e  i n  i t s  r o o l  o f  savants t h e  n a m e  

o f  t h e  H u n g a r i a n  J o s e p h  P e t z e l y .

Very charmingly touching is the address of 
congratulation of the University of Reykjavik (Ice
land). A  thousand years ago —  it tells us —  the 
Eddas already connected the Icelandic and the 
Hungarian peoples, singing the glory of the famous 
knights and victorious kings of the Magyars. The 
University of Basel is delighted to remind us that 
according to its registers as from 1519 a whole 
host of Hungarian theologians, philologists and 
medical students have been entered among its 
pupils —  among others Joseph Pariz-Papai, 
Stephen Csapo, Joseph Hatvany and three Counts 
Teleki. The University of Amsterdam cites in il
lustration of the high standard of the University 
of Budapest the names of world-famed professors 
of that institution —  Anyos Jedlik, Ignatius Gold- 
zieher, Semmelweis, Lenhossek, Koranyi, Virozsil, 
Pauler and Hajnik. The Dublin University refers 
in particular to the pre-eminent services of two 
Hungarian savants —  of Joseph Fodor, the 
bacteriologist, and Ignatius Goldziher, the world- 
famed student of Islandism. The Paris Musee Na
tional d’Histoire Naturelle is proud to tell us that 
in its laboratory two great Hungarian anatomists 
have recently carried on highly succesful research 
work — Francis Kiss, the Budapest, and Stephen 
Botar, the Szeged professor. The Neuchatel Uni
versity has much pleasure in informing us that the 
historical connections between Hungary and 
Switzerland include the name of the Swiss 
General Saphorin, who took part in the siege of 
Buda as commander of the Danube fleet operating 
under Prince Eugene of Savoy. The University of 
Bristol is delighted to express its gratification at 
the fact that our invitation to the universities was 
written in Latin and that the Latin language is 
still cultivated in Hungary, though it is being sadly 
neglected elsewhere in Europe. The University of 
Harvard (U. S. A.) reminds us that one of its 
great men, Jeremiah Smith, spent the latter years 
of his life in Hungary as financial High Com
missioner of the League of Nations and by his zeal

a n d  s a g a c i t y  d i d  m u c h  t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  e c o n o m i c  

w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  H u n g a r i a n  p e o p l e .

T h e  a f f e c t i o n  o f  t h e  o t h e r  H u n g a r i a n  u n i v e r 

s i t i e s  w a s  w i t h  o u r  a n c i e n t  A l m a  M a t e r  i n  h e r  

d a y s  o f  g l a d n e s s  a n d  t r i u m p h ;  n o t  o n l y  d i d  t h e y  

s e n d  l a r g e  d e p u t a t i o n s  h e a d e d  b y  t h e i r  r e c t o r s  t o  

a t t e n d  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  b u t  t h e y  s e n t  u s  a l s o  

a r t i s t i c a l l y  d e c o r a t e d  a d d r e s s e s  w r i t t e n  i n  a  m o s t  

c o r d i a l  s t y l e .  T h e  a d d r e s s e s  o f  t h e  University of 
Technical Sciences a n d  o f  t h e  Szeged Royal Hun
garian Francis Joseph University of Sciences a r e  

v e r i t a b l e  m o n o g r a p h s  g i v i n g  a n  a c c u r a t e  a n d  

c o r d i a l  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e  

o f  o u r  U n i v e r s i t y .  T h e  Debrecen Royal Hungarian 
Stephen Tisza University of Sciences, w h i c h  t r a c e s  

i t s  o r i g i n  f r o m  t h e  s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  R e f o r m e d  

C o l l e g e ,  a l s o  s e n t  a  c o r d i a l  a d d r e s s  o f  c o n g r a t u l a 

t i o n  i n  w h i c h  i t  r e v i e w s  t h e  r o l e  p l a y e d  b y  P a z -  

m a n y ' s  u n i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e  p a s t  a n d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  

h i s t o r y  o f  H u n g a r i a n  c u l t u r e .  T h e  Pecs Royal Hun
garian Elizabeth University of Sciences i n  i t s  a d 

d r e s s  e x p r e s s e s  i t s  h o m a g e  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

B u d a p e s t  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t e r m s :  " w e  a p p r o a c h  

y o u r  U n i v e r s i t y  w i t h  t h e  h o m a g e  o f  a  d a u g h t e r  f o r  

h e r  m o t h e r ,  f o r  a l l  t h e  y o u n g e r  u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  t h e  

c o u n t r y  a r e  s u r e l y  d a u g h t e r s  o f  P a z m a n y ’ s  u n i 

v e r s i t y ,  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e  t a k e n  o v e r  t h e  

v e n e r a b l e  u n i v e r s i t y  u s a g e s  a n d  t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  t h e  

u n i v e r s i t y  s p i r i t ;  m o s t  o f  t h e i r  p r o f e s s o r s  h a v e  

b e e n  e d u c a t e d  b y  h e r ,  h a v i n g  b e e n  s t a r t e d  o n  

t h e i r  c a r e e r s  w h e n  s h e  e n r o l l e d  t h e m  a s  l e c t u r e r s  

a n d  r e a d e r s " .

A l l  t h e s e  m o m e n t s  f u r n i s h  P a z m a n y ' s  u n i 

v e r s i t y  w i t h  t h e  s t r e n g t h  a n d  t h e  f o r c e  t o  c o n t i n u e  

w o r t h i l y  t h e  l i f e  w h i c h  h a s  a l r e a d y  a  h i s t o r y  

t h r e e  c e n t u r i e s  o l d .

„If the map of Europe will not work, it must be 
redrawn. If that is not done by law, it will be done 
by force. Ail the guarantees in the world will not 
avail. After all, the diplomatic pressure brought to 
bear to avoid that would be quite as efficacious and 
more useful in c a n a l i s i n g  it.“ (From Senor Sal
vador de Madariaga's article in the Daily Herald.)

—  y  —
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NEW PEACE CONFERENCE!
What has been going on in Europe since March 

7th is in reality nothing more or less than a fresh 
serious collision between those forces one half of 
which — after a series of fiascos — would fain main
tain the status quo at any cost, while the other half 
are bent upon enforcing the eternal law of evolution.

We are really delighted to see that official France 
— despite having hitherto echoed the catchphrases of 
the camp which insists upon defending the status quo 
a outrance — is also beginning to reckon with the 
latter forces. For in a solemn declaration made on 
March 10th the French Government made the follow
ing statements: ‘‘The League of Nations Covenant does

not involve any stabilisation or any perpetuation of 
States in the historical development of human civili
sation. But it formally forbids all one-sided revision 
by force. No doubt all proposals relating to a better 
adjustment of the political and economic relations 
between nations may be brought within the juris
diction of the League of Nations, where they may be 
discussed and freely codified according to the laws 
of a community which has not forbidden its Members 
to have recourse to anything except to force or war."

And Francois de Tessan, former Under Secretary 
in the French Foreign Ministry, in an article broad
cast by one of the big press agencies wrote as
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follows: "the question at issue is whether the revision 
of the treaties can be carried into effect by the will 
of a single man so long as Geneva offers any possi
bility of a suitable expedient?"

These statements would appear to justify our con
cluding that the leading personages of official France 
realise that it is no longer possible to hinder the 
liberation of the dynamic forces which must lead to 
a revision of the treaties of peace. That is why they 
have given up denying the possibility of revision, only 
laying the emphasis on the mode of realisation. Article 
19 of the League of Nations Covenant — hitherto only 
the refuge of the weak — has thus suddenly become 
an authority from which even the mighty are begin
ning to derive their arguments.

*
However, notwithstanding this very welcome 

advance towards a consensus of opinion regarding this 
Article of the Covenant, the fact must be established 
that for the moment the importance of Article 19 of 
that Covenant is only an importance in principle, 
seeing that is has never yet been applied in practice, 
Whereas the League has so far subjected the other 
Articles of the Covenant to the investigation of a 
whole series of various committees, and made them 
applicable in practice too, it has on the other hand 
preferred to regard the "revision" Article as simply 
non-existent. As a consequence, numbers of questions 
connected therewith have been left unsolved; in 
particular the question as to whether a resolution of 
the League proposing the revision of treaties which 
have become inapplicable or which might endanger 
the peace of the world must be unanimous? or whether 
it may as being merely a wish (voeu) be passed bv a 
simple majority of votes? The former view — that 
accepted in any case by most French jurists — would 
involve the League (particularly in the event of the 
principle of unanimity being extended also to the 
States concerned) never being in a position to initiate 
a revision, seeing that it is practically certain that 
among the fifty odd Members of the League there 
would always be at least one whose individual in
terests clash with those of the League as a whole even 
in the case of a revision by common agreement.

Under such circumstances there is every justi
fication for the objection that we cannot expect the 
League of Nations to carry out a just and fair re
adjustment of the situation created by the Great War; 
for that League regards it as its duty to maintain the 
status quo, while on the other hand it consistently 
obstructs every natural process of evolution. Despite 
the sincere sympathy which we feel for the fundamen
tal principles of the League of Nations, we cannot 
refrain from expressing our conviction that the 
political atmosphere of Europe and the world at 
large would certainly not be so intolerably charged 
with electricity — and there would not be the present 
unceasing succession of conflicts — had the said in
stitution not permitted the ultimate causes of the 
great antagonisms — in Central Europe primarily the 
minority and territorial questions — to assume such a 
virulent character. Is it not characteristic that the 
same League of Nations which wasted so much energy

and sagicity on maintaining unchanged and giving an 
orthodox explanation to the treaties of peace con
cluded in 1919 and 1920, should on the other hand 
have watched — and be still watching — with folded 
arms aven the most flagrant infringement of the 
minority treaties, despite the latter being also integral 
parts of the general Peace Treaty?

The League of Nations will never be able to 
disarm all these objections and complaints unless it 
at once, without any further delay, sets to work to 
apply Article 19 in practice — or rather to first en
sure the practical application of that Article.

¥
The beating about the bush so far in evidence 

has already repeatedly proved abortive from the point 
of view also of the usufructuaries of the post-War si
tuation. It has proved impossible to stem the tide of 
life; and the new exigencies of the passing years have 
always gradually forced people to adopt re-adjust- 
ments. It is really incomprehensible that the Powers 
which represent the orthodoxy of the League of Na
tions should have gradually yielded to the new de
mands continually formulated by Germany instead of 
sitting down with that country and the other defeated 
Slates to discuss matters for the purpose of definitively 
liquidating the Great War and its consequences. This 
desire to beat about the bush and this refusal to 
comply with even the absolutely legitimate demands 
of the defeated peoples except after obstinate re
arguard skirmishes, is the reason why Europe is 
being upheaved by crisis recurring practically every 
month.

But it is not too late even yet! Europe may still 
be dragged back from the edge of the precipice, if the 
lessons of the events now proceeding could be learned 
and the Powers of our old Continent be convened to 
a congress or new Peace Conference and an effort be 
made with the help of mutual goodwill to solve all 
the matters in dispute. At the great International Con
ferences of the nineteenth century — at the Con
gresses of Paris, London and Berlin — more than one 
delicate question was settled. It it true that the new 
Conference would certainly find itself faced with a 
more complicated situation than those of the nine
teenth century; but that does not mean that the re
sponsible statemen should be alarmed at the serious
ness of the problems and the weight of the responsi
bility — or that, instead of trving to create permanent 
peace, they should prefer the horrors of a solution by 
force of arms.

In their agreements faccords) dated March 19th 
the Locarno Powers declared their readiness to use 
their weight with the Council of the League of Na
tions to support the resolutions proposing to convene 
all the nations concerned to an international con
ference which should investigate the questions of the 
system of collective security, of a restriction of arma
ments and the expansion of economic connections, and 
at the same time inquire into the organisation of the 
exchange of goods between the peoples and also 
certain points of the memorandums submitted by 
Germany.

LORD ROTHERMERE’S ARTICLE 
ON THE HUNGARIAN PROBLEM

In the April 22nd issue of the "Daily Mail" 
Viscount Rothermere, the famous champion of the 
Hungarian cause published an excellent article intitled 
"Hungary's Joy-Bells Will Ring Again!" which has

had a very large echo in whole Central-Europe. The 
noble Lord wrote under others the follows:

" To-day l assert that the present decade will
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see Hungary restored to the rank of a great nation in 
Central Europe.

Two influences are combining to bring this about 
— the magnificent spirit of the Hungarian people and 
the fast increasing authority in Europe of the power
ful States which are that country’s closest friends — 
Germany and Italy.

Of the former of these two factors I can speak 
with wide personal knowledge. It is nearly nine years 
since I first took up the neglected cause of justice for 
Hungary.

My subsequent close association with the country 
has revealed the fortitude and firmness of that gallant 
race to be as great to-day as they were in the six
teenth century, when defeat at the Battle of Mohacs 
by an enemy tenfold superior in numbers placed the 
Hungarians under Turkish tyranny for 160 years. The 
tyranny of Trianon has lasted only one-tenth as long.

New forces are rising in Europe which will make 
short work of the opposition of those over-indulged 
and mischievous countries. Czecho-Slovakia and Ru
mania, which after unjustly despoiling Hungary, have 
blackmailed the Great Powers into allowing them to 
keep their plunder.

The rewards exacted by these petty States at the 
peace settlement, in the form of territorial expansion, 
were the result of their capacity for intrigue and the 
ignorance of the treaty-makers rather than of any 
service rendered to the Allied cause.

The Czechs, indeed, had no separate existence till 
after the war, and the vast majority of them continued 
to fight for the Central Powers right up to the Arm
istice. A small contingent of deserters and political 
exiles joined the Allied armies under the name of 
"Czech Legionaries." They were diligently publicised 
bv certain British pundits who specialised in Central 
European affars, but their military value was negli
gible.

As for Rumania, she was more of a liability than 
an asset to the Allies, since the crushing defeat of her 
army in its first battle put the whole of the Rumanian 
oilfields at the disposition of Germany.

Yet these two second-rate States have been mainly 
responsible for the maintenance of an unjust Peace 
Treaty which deprived Hungary of three-quarters of 
her national territory and placed 3,300,000 of the 
Hungarian race under foreign domination.

That domination, in the case of the Czech and 
Rumanian Governments, has taken the form of harsh 
and despicable oppression. The upstart politicians of 
Prague and Bucarest are still bullying and brutalising 
the unfortunate Hungarian minorities which they an
nexed under the Treaty of Trianon. The Czech Govern

ment has even broken the pledge of autonomy which 
its founders gave to the Slovaks under the Pittsburg 
Agreement during the war as one of the fundamental 
conditions of the new State which was to be created.

Until Hitler restored the formidable might of the 
German nation, it used also to domineer over the 
three and a quarter million Bohemian Germans who 
make up 25 per cent, of the country’s population. It 
wilfully and wantonly violated the spirit of the very 
treaty to which it owed its existence by making 
Czecho-Slovakia within three years the most heavily 
armed small State in Europe.

Hungary, whose sons are still the helpless victims 
of Czech and Rumanian tyranny, has strong claims 
upon our sympathy. It was under protest that she 
was dragged by Austria into the war against us. She 
treated British prisoners of war with unusual in
dulgence.

After the Armistice the gallant spirit of Hungary 
barred the way to Bolshevist aggression against the 
west. For four months in 1919 Bela Kun, the Red 
criminal who is now working to create a Soviet R e
public in Spain, inflicted all the horrors of Bolshevist 
tyranny upon the war-exhaused nation.

Then, unaided, the Hungarian people, with the 
courage that they have never lost in the worst days 
of their country’s dramatic history, threw out the 
Soviet Terrorists and Saved Central Europe for 
civilisation.

The great day of reparation for Hungary is 
nevertheless at hand. If she cleaves to her German and 
Italian friends she will before long be in a position to 
insist upon the redrafting of her frontiers.

Hungarian statesmen have shown shrewd instinct 
in linking her fortunes to those of the two most force
ful nations in Europe.

1 firmly believe that, before the present decade is 
over, the territories of which the Hungarian nation was 
So unjustly robbed by Rumanian and Czecho-Slovakia 
will be restored.

It is long since joy-bells were rung in Hungary. 
Poverty, unemployment, humiliation, and suicide have 
been the conditions amid which the present younger 
generation of Magyars has grown up. But, just as five 
and a half years ago I foretold the rebirth of the 
German nation which we have witnessed, so I now 
predict that Hungary will recover her lost lands.

From the time when I published my first appeal 
for Hungary in June 1927 1 have not been in Buda
pest, but 1 look confidently forward to the day when 
I shall visit that historic city once again and hear the 
bells of the Coronation Church on the heights of Buda 
ring aut across the Danube the joyful message that 
Hungary is free once more!"

EXTRACTS FROM THE SPEECHES IN THE HOUSE
OF COMMONS MARCH 26

It was often overlooked that friends of the Treaty 
of Versailles know themselves that it was drafted 
under conditions which made it very difficult to give 
a final judgement upon some of the most essential 
problems with which they had to deal. He had always 
f e l t  that it was a mistake to negotiate that treaty in 
Paris because of the very tense and poignant feeling 
which prevailed there at that time. That was why he 
thought that one of the services rendered by Mr. 
Eden was to get the present negotiations transfered to 
London. (Cheers). But it was always forgotten that

there were provisions in the treaty itself for revision 
from time to time. (Cheers). They could not regard 
this treaty as if it were Holy Writ or even a document 
which the persons who drafted it thought was a final 
decision on the controversy in Europe and in the 
world. (Mr. Lloyd George),

*
It might be that for the purpose of honest and 

straight dealing treaties ought to be revised by the 
combined effort of all the contracting parties, but it must
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be recognized that because of human progress and 
change every treaty was in its very essence an ephem
eral thing. (Mr. Maxton),

¥t

World Conference was a vital issue, and he hoped, 
the Government would not allow that Conference to 
be wrecked as was the World Economic Conference. 
(Sir A. Sinclair).

HUNGARY'S REINFORCEMENT AND PROGRESS 
IMPORTANT FOR THE WHOLE OF EUROPE

Sir Robert Gower, President of the Hungarian 
group in the House of Commons, speaking to his con
stituents in Gillingham at a Conservative mass-meeting, 
introduced the Hungarian question. The gist of what 
he said is as follows.

We hear a lot of cant today about the sanctity 
of treaties, but the Members of the League of Nations 
themselves have not been entirely blameless in this 
respect in the past. Some years ago the Hungarian 
Government asked the League of Nations to fulfil its 
treaty obligations and refer the case of the Hungarian 
optants whose lands had been confiscated by the 
Succession States, to the Courts of Arbitration. The 
League Powers, however, found that it suited their 
political aims beter to refuse. At that time he — Sir 
Robert Gower — and several eminent English jurists, 
including Lord Buckmaster, Lord Carson, and Lord 
Danesfort, sent an open letter to the Times in which 
they set forth that the inertia of the League of Nations 
had dealt a mortal blow to the sanctity of treaties and 
other principles of adjusting international conflict by 
arbitration. Events have proved the truth of their as
sertions. The attitude adopted at that time by the 
League led to the Central Powers losing all their 
faith in its impartiality; and the effects of that loss 
are to be felt even today. The post-war treaties were 
forced upon the vanquished, and that was a pro
ceeding wholly lacking in the calm deliberation which 
is the sine qua non of equity and stability.

Those treaties should have been revised long ago. 
There can be no peace in Europe so long as certain 
nations are being treated as though they were naughty

children who had no claim to an independent national 
existence and to the most elementary rights of self- 
determination. Give Hungary and Austria permission 
to increase their military forces immediately. A 
greater humiliation could hardly be imagined than to 
deprive a free nation of the means of self-defence and 
place it at the mercy of neighbouring countries armed 
to the teeth. Would the British nation ever submit to 
such treatment? The interests of the whole of Europe 
demand that Hungary and Austria should grow 
stronger again and make progress. A revision of the 
territorial dipositions of the Treaty of Trianon is 
equally important, so that Hungary should get back 
her former territories, which in spirit were still hers. 
The dismemberment of Hungary was artificial and 
arbitrary, and artficial patchwork is never durable. 
Great Britain and the rest of world do not yet realize 
the grave and cruel injustices to which Hungary has 
been subjected and which in the name of justice must 
be repaired as soon as possible. Some people disap
prove of encouraging Hungary to believe in the 
triumph of her just cause. That way of thinking shows 
so much malice that it is not worth answering. Future 
British generations would be surprised at the stupi
dity of those who were under the delusion that con
ditions based on injustice and unfairness could be per
manent. A few years were a very short time in the 
history of a nation. Hungary deserves the warmest 
appreciation for the selfrestraint and patience with 
which she has borne the heaviest trials, and her faith 
in the world's honesty and love of fair play will not 
be disappointed, —  y  —

THE NEW ROME PROTOCOLS
The most important result of the meeting of the 

Hungarian Prime Minister Julius Gombos, the Hun
garian Foreign Minister Coloman Kanya, the Austrian 
Chancellor Kurt v. Schuschnigg and the Austrian 
Foreign Minister Freiherr v. Berger-Waldenegg with 
Mussolini at Rome was the three Protocols signed on 
March 23rd, 1936, as corollaries supplementing the 
Rome Pact concluded in the same city on March 
17th, 1934.

In the first of these Protocols the three Pre
miers express their satisfaction at being able to 
establish the happy results accruing from their co
operation and solemnly declare that they still con
tinue to abide steadfastly by the principles laid 
down in the 1934 Protocols, that they will endeav
our to make the activities of the three countries 
more and more homogeneous and their attitude 
united in face of all developments which the Eu
ropean situation may in future bring about, and 
that they have decided to form their three countries 
into a group, establishing to that end a permanent 
consultative organ. In the second Protocol the three 
Governments once more declare that they will not 
individually enter into any important negotiations

with third Parties in matters pertaining to the 
Danube question without first consulting the other 
two Governments. All three Governments are in 
full agreement respecting the utility of expanding 
their respective economic relations with the other 
Danubian States; but such expansion must be made 
subject to reciprocal agreements. According to the 
third Protocol a mutual consultative organ consist
ing of the foreign ministers of the three States shall 
meet periodically whenever the three Governments 
shall consider that desirable.

The importance of the Rome protocols from the 
Hungarian point of view was explained by the Hun
garian Foreign Minister, M. Kalman Kanya, in his 
expose delivered before the Foreign Affairs Commit
tees of the Hungarian Parliament (Lower and Upper 
House) at meeting held on April 2nd. The official 
communique issued on this occasion contains the fol
lowing statements:

In the opening part of his speech the Foreign 
Minister dealt with the diplomatic events proceeding 
the meeting of the three countries in Rome, as also 
with the pourparlers carried on the occasion of the
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visit to Budapest of the Austrian Chancellor Dr. 
Sehuschnigg and the Austrian Foreign Minister Baron 
Berger-Waldenegg between the Austrian and Hunga
rian Governments in the Danube question, which 
proved that those two Governments are in perfect 
agreement on that question. The principles laid down 
as a result of these pourparlers were then expressed 
formally and solemnly in the new Rome protocols, 
which document once for all the fact that the three 
signatory Powers are in absolute agreement in re
spect of the need for co-operation in Central Europe. 
The results of the negotiations had in every respect 
fulfilled the expectations of the Hungarian Govern
ment. There is nothing sensational about those results; 
but they confirm a system which has proved efficient 
for a year or two, — a system which does not in
volve any desire on the part of the signatories to be 
isolated from others, though it proposes to realise co
operation with the States not being signatories to the 
Pact, not at all costs, but only on the basis of the 
principle "do ut des". This object cannot however be 
attained unless the other side shows a similar good
will and a spirit of complaisance. There has not been 
any change in the character of the Pact as concluded 
two years ago; but the new protocols have un
doubtedly strengthened the international position of the 
signatory Powers, — a fact which Hungarians cannot 
but welcome.

The first Member of the Foreign Affairs Commit
tee of the Lower House to speak on the Foreign Min
ister's expose was Professor Joseph Illes, who de
clared that until the promises contained in the treaties 
of peace — e. g. the autonomy of Ruthenia — had 
been fulfilled, there was no moral ground whatsoever 
for the indignation provoked by a breach of any 
treaty.

On behalf of the biggest Opposition party Dr. 
Tibor Eckhardt welcomed the Rome protocols as the 
expressions of the political ideas which had always 
been the basis of Hungarian policy in the past and 
must continue to be so in the future too.

Emmanuel Buchinger declared that the principles 
of his party (Social Democrats) made it impossible 
for him to approve the expose.

Count Stephen Bethlen was gratified to learn of 
the signature of the Rome protocols and was delighted 
to see the strengthening of the relations between the 
three States. He approved of the formation of a 
group and also the fact that in economic matters the 
principle of bilateral agreements had been established. 
After making a few observations and putting one or 
two questions, he accepted and approved the expose.

Count Alexander Festetics (National Socialist) 
also felt reassured by the words of the Minister — 
particularly because the Rome agreement did not con
tain anything likely to endanger our friendly re
lations with Germany.

In the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Upper 
House Field Marshal Archduke Joseph expressed his 
extreme delight with the Rome agreements, which 
were calculated to considerably enhance the moral 
weight of the signatory Powers. The other speakers 
also expressed their satisfaction and relief at the 
results of the Rome negotiations. The debate was 
closed by Count Julius Karolyi, former Premier, — 
whom the Committee had elected as president in 
place of the late Dr. Albert Berzeviczy —, who on 
behalf of the Committee expressed his thanks and 
gratitude to Government for their succesful activity 
in the field of foreign affairs.

THE ATTEMPT IN THE SKUPSTINA
The decision taken by the Stoyadinovitch Govern

ment, which entered office on June 24th, 1935, to the 
effect that they would carry out their programme for 
the gradual abolition of the dictatorship with the co
operation of the Skupstina elected under the Yeftitch 
Government, has not in all respects fulfilled the ex
pectations raised by it. Although the position of Gov
ernment was made considerably more easy by the fact 
that of the 67 deputies elected on the basis of the Op
position list headed by Matchek 57 still continue to 
boycott a Skupstina brought into being by brutal force 
and innumerable abuses, that circumstance did not suf
fice to enable the Government to adequately ensure 
the Skupstina discussions against interruptions and 
distrubances.

The antagonism in evidence from the very outset 
between the several groups of Opposition deputies tak
ing part in the work of the National Assembly became 
acuter and acuter and during the session opened at 
the end of January resulted in the outbreak of the most 
violent obstruction, which culminated in the armed at
tempt committed during a public meeting of the Skup
stina by Arnautovitch, deputy belonging to the Op
position party headed by Yeftitch. The first rumours 
of the shooting in the Skupstina, which fortunately in
jured no one, made everybody believe that it was 
merely the action of a hotheaded drunkard intended 
to create confusion and a feeling of terror; however, 
the enegretic investigation undertaken on the spot by 
the police authorities revealed the fact that it was a 
question of deliberate attempt aimed expressly against 
the person of the Premier Stoyadinovitch, According

to the facts revealed by the police inquiry, the con
spiracy had been formed and the preparations for 
the attempt made by 17 deputies belonging to the 
Yeftitch Partv who were also Members of the "Pat- 
riotski Omladinski Front" (Patriotic Young Serbians), 
of whom 11 have so far been arrested by the police, 
which did not delay action pending the suspension of 
the privileges of the said deputies.

In respect of the inland political situation the 
attempt has had two consequences of material im
portance. The first of these consequences was that on 
March 7th Stoyadinovitch tendered the resignation of 
the whole Cabinet and that in the Cabinet re-con- 
structed by him the same day the portfolio of War 
Minister previously held by Petar Zhivkovitch was 
given to General Maritch, Commander-in-Chief of the 
Army. We are told that the reason why the highly 
influential War Minister Zhivkovitch was dropped was 
that he sympathised with the group of Opposition 
deputies members of which took part in organising 
the attempt. The other equally important consequence 
was that the Skupstina not only passed in its third 
reading the 1936/37 Estimates which had already been 
passed in the first reading, but also gave Government 
under the Finance Law far-reaching powers also for 
the regulation by Orders in Council with the binding 
force of law to be issued in agreement with the com
petent Skupstina Committees of political rights (press 
control, rights of association and assembly, suffrage 
etc.). However, whether these Orders in Council — 
which are already months overdue — and the other 
measures of Government, will really succeeded in
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calming the highrunning passions of the Serbian and 
Croatian peoples and will prove able to further the 
cause of a Serbo-Croatian compromise, is extremely 
problematical — particularly in the light of the state

ments made by several ministers and Government 
Party deputies to the effect that the Croatian problem 
is not a political question at all, merely a matter of 
administrative routine.

JUGOSLAV GOVERNMENT'S DEFEAT IN SENATE
The Budget debate in the Senate proved that the 

Government was in the minority there. The Senate 
passed the Finance Bill by 41 votes against 37, but 
subject to certain amendments, so that the Bill had to 
be sent back to the Skuptsina. As the Budget year 
begins on the 1st of April, the majority of the Skups- 
tina were obliged to pass the Bill together with these 
amendments, that being a fresh blow to the authority 
of Government, (The most significant amendment is 
the one by which the Government's authority of carry
ing into effect the laws on suffrage, on the freedom 
of the press and on the right of association and as
sembly by means of edicts, is to expire on Octo
ber 1st.)

Some remarkable statements were made in the 
course of the Budget debate in the Senate. Thus M. 
Banjanin, Deputy Regent, declared that the Stojadi- 
novitch Government had "established chaos"; and the 
spirit of hatred and separation had been allowed to 
strike root in the whole country during its rule. The 
Minister of the Interior, M. Korosec, informed the 
Senate that the Government intended to “consider" the 
possibility of ordering the election of municipal re
presentative councils (which ought to have been done 
two years ago, in conformity with the law of July 
25th, 1934) only in case the communal elections ended 
favourably (i. e., favourably to the exceptations of the

Government). This shows that the Government has 
been unable to secure the confidence of the majority 
of electors, in spite of its extensive party organisation 
work conducted with the assistance of the entire Gov
ernment administration. Special reference must be 
made to the statement made by M. Svetozar Stanko- 
vilch Minister of Agriculture. He invited the national 
minorities of the Voivodina (formerly a part of Hun
gary), who even in his opinion form the majority of 
the population there, to co-operate with the Govern
ment Party; after this, he said, he thought to dispose 
of the autonomous activities in the Voivodina by de
claring that a political movement of this kind would 
only have been justified under the Hungarian regime, 
but there was no reason for it in a free state like Ju
goslavia, There is, however, something wrong with 
liberty in Jugoslavia, else it would not have come to 
such extensive organizations in the Voivodina with a 
view to securing a far-reaching autonomy for that 
province. On the other hand, there would have been 
no call for such an autonomous movement under the 
Hungarian regime, simply because then the Serbs of 
the Voivodina enjoyed an exceptional religious and 
educational autonomy which no minority in Europe 
can now boast of.

FURIOUS DEMONSTRATIONS IN ZAGREB AND IN THE
UNIVERSITY OF BELGRADE

On the fortieth anniversary of the death of Dr. 
Ante Startzevitch, one of the most distinguished 
champions of Croatian national independence, a me
morial service was celebrated in the Zagreb Cathedral. 
When it was over, demonstrations took place in almost 
every part of the town. The groups of demonstrators, 
composed mainly of university students, insisted on 
hoisting the Croatian flag on public and private build
ings. Householders who refused to do so had their 
windows smashed by the demonstrators. The noisiest 
scenes took place before the building housing the 
Government organ, the "Novosti”, all the windows of 
which were smashed. Here let it be said that at the 
last general meeting of the Serb Dramatists Associa
tion sharp attacks were made against the Croatian 
National Theatre in Zagreb, because the management 
boycots Serb plays, especially those written by Bel
grade playwrights.

Great demonstrations took place in Zagreb on 
March 30th. The origin of the demonstration was the 
funeral of M. Stjepan Javor, a former municipal re
presentative, who died in the prison hospital at 
Sremska—Mittrovica on March 27th, after he had 
been sentenced on June 30th, 1931 to 20 years' im
prisonment under the State Defence Act. The Croats 
are convinced that Javor's death was caused by ill- 
treatment suffered during his detention at the Police 
Station in Zagreb. The funeral attended by a huge 
crowd headed by Dr. Macek and Dr. Trumbic, former

Minister for Foreign Affairs; after the funeral a crowd 
of about 2000 people began to riot in the streets, 
plundering a gun shop and breaking into the Corso 
Cafe, frequented mostly by Serbs, where they destroy
ed all the furniture. In many places there was a col
lision between the rioters and the police. It was stated 
in the official report that 19 rioters and 11 policemen 
had been wounded by shots and stones, while more 
than 200 rioters had been arrested. Following the 
street demonstrations, about 500 students retreated to 
the University, where they continued to demonstrate 
against the Government and the police. The University 
buildings were surrounded by the police and the 
students were not allowed to leave till the next day. 
The University Senate was so deeply moved by these 
events that it decided to resign.

Great demonstrations were also held in the Uni
versity of Belgrade on April 4th. The nationalist 
students started a quarrel with the opposition students 
and a nationalist student stabbed one of the oppo- 
siion students to death and wounded another very 
seriously. The quarrel began when the students of the 
opposition set about to organize a sympathy strike in 
order to attain a reduction of the high fees and to 
show their sympathy with the students in Zagreb, who 
had then been on strike for a whole month.

The press was, of course, not allowed by the 
censors to write about the strikes in the Universities 
of Zagreb and of Ljubljana (where there was also a
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short strike). Nevertheless, M. Korosetz Minister of 
the Interior, made the following declaration in the 
Senate on March 26th:

"There is no such thing as censorship here! What 
really happens is that, in conformity with the Press 
Act, the first copies of newspapers have to be sub
mitted to the public prosecutor; if he grants a per
mission, the paper may be published."

Before going to press we received the following 
item of news:

On April 13th a Serb Komitachi shot down M. 
Brkljacic, a Macek Party Croat member of the Skups- 
tina, at a popular meeting in Tmovac, a village in 
Croatia. Over ten thousand people attended his 
funeral and his murder has called forth a storm of 
indignation among the Croats. This indignation was

due the fact that on April 16th a crowd of excited 
Cl oats killed two Komitachis at Krstinec and wounded 
another. At the same time they broke into the house 
of the former Ban, M. Mihajlovic and beat him. A 
few days later when M, Mihajlovic, whom the Croats 
hold to be a traitor, made his appearance at the 
Zagreb races, the crowds arranged a great demonstra
tion against him. Since this occurrence three other 
political murders have been reported from various 
Croat villages. Because of these incidents the Croats 
are greatly concerned for the life of their leader, 
Macek who is being guarded on his estate by 24 
picked young men.

We shall return later on to the particulars of 
these incidents.

—  y —

BULGARIA AND THE “ LOCARNO CRISIS'*
The events following on the foreclosure of the 

Locarno Pact are naturally of the greatest interest to 
Bulgarian public opinion; for the developments aris
ing from those events involve the peace of Europe 
and the fate of the League of Nations, on behalf of 
which Bulgaria has sacrificed so much. The fifteen 
years following the Great War have not done Bulgaria 
much good. For the Treaty of Neuilly inflicted severe 
wounds on this country too. Its territory was dis
membered; millions of Bulgarians were condemned to 
suffer the fate of oppressed minorities; while Bulgaria 
herself was sentenced to the payment of reparations 
far beyond her capacity and at the same time deprived 
of her equality. Yet Bulgaria has nevertheless shown 
a great love of peace and has based her foreign pol
icy solely and exclusively upon the League of Na
tions. For she trusts that the public opinion of the 
world is a power able to prepare the way for the 
coming of a period when she will see her legitimate 
demands fulfilled by peaceful means. Germany has 
shown what embitterment may lead a nation to do and 
what serious consequences may result from the action 
of that nation. The people of Bulgaria trust implicitly 
and believe that with the passing of the cloudy season 
the new spring will bring a year of abundance in 
which goodwill and international understanding and 
solidarity will bring into being an atmosphere render
ing possible the redress of all the wrongs perpetrated 
so recklessly against certain nations by the framers 
of the peace treaties which are a constant obstacle to 
peace and progress. — So far as the inner life of the 
country is concerned, it should be noted that the 
Foreign Trade Institute has just been reformed and 
its sphere of activity expanded, The Government has 
taken up a small foreign loan for the purpose of ad
justing the financial situation. This enables Govern
ment — quite independently of whether the new 
system of taxation proves a success or not — to 
secure in the new Budget the amounts required for 
the economic measures it is proposed to undertake 
(the Budget foreseeing an expenditure of 6163 mil- 
ion levas). In political quarters people are extremely 
curious to know what the higher courts of law will 
decide in the appeal filed by the persons sentenced in 
connection with the Velchev "putsch". The moment the 
final sentence has been passed on this case by the 
supreme court, we may expect the development of 
an atmosphere of calm and tranquillity to ensue in 
the inner political situation — that atmosphere then 
enabling Government to carry out the proposed con

stitutional reforms and to definitively realise the con
solidation of the internal situation so long desired,

*
The question of the fortification of the Dardanel

les is one that most immediately concerns Bulgaria. 
In the given circumstances it is naturally of the great
est importance to Bulgaria that the Straits should 
remain in a demilitarized condition, whith their free
dom guaranteed. For Bulgaria has no door towards 
the open sea except the Dardanelles. Without them the 
Black Sea would be an inland sea and the economic 
disadvantages of that would, from Bulgaria's point of 
view, be incalculable. She has had experience of those 
disadvantages in the past, and for that reason her 
claim to a free passage to the Aegean Sea was acknow
ledged. It was even recognized in the Treaty of 
Neuilly, which, as we know, robbed Bulgaria of every
thing that could be taken from her. Should the Turks 
get their way with the Dardanelles it will involve the 
fortification of Eeastern Thrace, Bulgaria's immediate 
neighbour, where anyhow the work of extensive forti
fication has been going on. The attitude of the Turkish 
press reveals that the proposed measure is undoubt
edly aimed against Bulgaria too. The fortification of 
the Dardanelles in itself does not mean that the 
Straits will cease to be free, but that when fortified 
they will be an effective weapon in Turkish hands 
against the countries which must pass throught them 
to reach the open sea. We know that Turkey has 
more than once had recourse to the expedient of clos
ing the Straits. This is the very point that so often in 
the past accentuated the problem of the Near East. 
There is therefore every reason to fear that a forti
fication of the Dardanelles might re-open the problem, 
were Turkey to abandon her policy of peace. If de
spite this Bulgaria acquiesces in the fulfilment of the 
Turkish demands, the reasons are twofold. On the one 
hand she respects the sovereign rights of other 
States, she knows this is the first step towards a 
peaceful revision of the peace treaties. As a result of 
the latter Bulgaria expects the restoration of her 
equality of right and the guarantee of a corridor pro
viding an outlet on the Aegean Sea. With this a major 
problem would be solved and friendly relations be
tween Turkey and Bulgaria guaranteed. The reintro
duction of conscription in Austria was warmly wel
comed in Bulgaria as the abolition of an unjust state 
of affairs. But although she admires Austria's step 
Bulgaria is not going to follow the Austrian example. 
She is going to wait in patience the decision of the
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competent international forum which will surely re
store to her the political sovereignty of which she 
has been deprived. No one can question her peaceful 
policy, and even armed she would not be a danger to 
any other State. Amidst changing events this country

H O W  M I N O R
VZ E C H O - S L O V A K I A

THE NEGGCIATIONS WITH THE 
HLINKA P A R T Y  SUFFERED  

SH IPW R ECK

In one of his political speeches M. Milan Hodza, 
the first Slovak Prime Minister of Czecho-Slovakia, 
stated that it was his personal ambition to settle the 
Slovak question once and for all. On the strength of 
this statement negotiations were begun about two 
months ago with a view to inducing the strongest 
Slovak party, Hlinka's Autonomist People's Party, to 
join the coalition of Government parties. These nego
tiations however suffered shipwreck on March 27-th, 
and the leaders of the People's Party as well as the 
members of the Parliamentary Club of its deputies and 
senators, unanimously agreed that so far the upshot of 
the negotiations was not sufficient guarantee that the 
Slovak question would be definitively and satis
factorily settled, and therefore they did not see their 
way to entering into a coalition with the Government 
parties.

According to a leader from the pen of M. Hlinka 
in the "Slovak” of March 29th, the Autonomist Party 
demanded that the individuality of the Slovak nation 
and the rights of the Slovak language should be estab
lished by law. They also demanded a legislative body 
for Slovakia and the organization of a separate min
istry, as well as the extension of the rights of the 
provincial deputies and of the self governing bodies. 
Hlinka announced that since their demands had been 
refused, the Party would in future oppose the Govern
ment more keenly than ever. The Party is well aware 
of what it has to expect. It knows the Bill of Author
ization contemplated by Government. It is acquainted 
with the strictures contained in the paragraphs of the 
Government Bill. Yet it is determined to keep on 
denouncing, in periodicals, at popular meetings and 
in Parliament, all the crimes against Slovakia of 
which the present Government is becoming more and 
more guilty. As Government refuses to grant the 
Slovak nation its minimum rights, the Party will 
mobilize the political forces of the population and 
employ them in the struggle to be waged for the 
existence of the Slovak nation and for its rightful 
demands. "Slovaks" — he wrote — "For two decades 
you have been cheated and done out of your ethical 
anl spiritual possessions. Do not allow yourselves to 
be cheated, misled, and despoiled any longer!” With 
this slogan the Party once more unfurls the flag of 
opposition.

The “ Orol" Roman Catholic Gymnastic Society 
in Zsolna (Zilina) proposed holding a meeting, but the 
authorities forbade it. On this occasion M. Hlinka 
published a letter in the press, which amongst other 
passages contains the following:

"For us the nation is more than the State. For

too should be entitled to provide for her own defence 
against all contingencies. At present, however, the 
Bulgarian Government does not wish to bring a new 
storm over the already troubled waters.

— y —

I T I E S L I V E
us the State is the letter, the nation the spirit, as we 
have been taught to think by Masaryk. We shall never 
deny our past and our history. We Slovaks stand on 
the foundation of the Pittsburg Convention and the 
Declaration of Turocszentmarton, in terms of which 
the Slovaks are entitled to every right of sovereign 
nation. We have the right to our own National As
sembly, our own courts of justice, our own schools, 
our own administration and our own civilization.

At a meeting held at Easter in Kyjov, Deputy 
Joseph Tiso, wo after M. Hlinka is perhaps the most 
influential man in the Party, said: — “ We are living 
in the eighteenth year of the Republic and yet we 
have not arrived at an agreement between the Czechs 
and the Slovaks. Mutual understanding, reciprocical 
trust and even the desire to achieve mutual under
standing are in jeopardy."

— y —

THE NEW TERROR BILLS

The Czecho-Slovakian Government has submitted 
to Parliament its supplemental novel to the Defence 
of the Republic Act and its new Defence of the Realm 
Bill. The former increases the severity of the punish
ment for military treason, indeed in certain cases 
makes that crime punishable by death. Seeing that 
minority citizens have several times been arraigned in
nocently on that charge, the novel is likely to give 
rise to much anxiety; for it empowers the Government 
when nominating the panel of justice to appoint a 
military assessor in place of one of the judges. Only 
lawyers who are on the lists of the Ministry of Just
ice may appear for the defence before these panels, 
and the lists are drawn up at the Ministry's discretion.

The most striking dispositions of the bulky Defence 
of the Realm Bill are as follows: No building may be 
erected in the frontier zone without permission from 
the authorities. A similar permission is required for 
felling timber. In that zone real estate may be appro
priated by the State, The Ministry of National De
fence may pronounce certain enterprises important to 
the defence of the realm. These will be placed under 
the control of the authorities. In the event of the 
primary administrative authorities or the police de
claring that the manager of any of these enterprises 
is not politically trustworthy, someone considered 
suitable by the authorities must be placed at the head 
of the concern. Othervise the enterprise will forfeit 
its concession or be placed under compulsory manage
ment. The manager of the enterprise is bound to dis
miss immediately any employees who have been brand
ed by the authorities, on whatsoever grounds, as poli
tically untrustworthy. Otherwise the enterprise will 
be placed under compulsory management. All this 
shows that the Bill provides the authorities with pos
sibilities innumerable of fettering economically, even
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of ruining the population of the zone along the long 
frontier of the Republic the inhabitants of which are 
almost to a man minority nationals.

PROHIBITION OF HUNGARIAN 
MUSICAL EVENING

The Eperjes (Presov) branch of the Hungarian 
Cultural Union in Slovakia applied to the district 
authorities to be allowed to arrange a musical evening 
on March 5th, in commemoration of the hundredth 
aniversary of the birth of Daniel Berzsenyi, the im
mortal Hungarian poet. Mr. Eugene Kalix, the Hun
garian professor of the German Academy of Music in 
Prague, was also invited to take part in the programme. 
The authorities in Eperjes, however, refused to con
sent because, they said, it was to be feared that this 
festival would provoke demonstrations. The Union 
appealed against this decision to the provincial office 
in Pozsony (Bratislava), but their appeal was not been 
attended to even to the very last day. Then Mr. George 
Kontsek, a Hungarian member of the provincial as
sembly in Slovakia, questioned the provincial President 
whether he intented to annul the decision taken by 
the district authorities in Eperjes, and whether he 
would be prepared to take steps towards a severe and 
unbiassed official inquiry, and to exchange the entire 
staff of the district office in Eperjes, It must be re
membered that even the Czech census of 1930 registered
937.000 Czecho-Slovak subjects of Hungarian national
ity who belong to the most valuable element of the 
population. No doubt, these Hungarians have a right 
to use their own language in satisfying thir aesthetic 
ambitions.

— y —

NO HUNGARIAN NAMES ON W AR  
MEMORIALS

The inhabitants of all races in the village of 
Csejte combined in erecting a monument in the me
mory of those villages who fell in the war. The popu
lation subscribed 3500 Crowns; but this was not 
enough to cover the costs. One of the inhabitants, M. 
Gyula Ejthey, offered the Roman Catholic parish, in 
whose churchyard the monument was to be erected, 
to defray the expenses (about 9— 10.000 Crowns) of the 
war memorial tablet of the best quality; he demanded, 
however, that the name of a relative of his, Istvan Je- 
szenszky, a Hungarian cadet who fell in the war, 
should be written on the tablet in Hungarian, because 
he was a Hungarian. The parish council accepted M. 
Ejthey's offer with the greatest pleasure, but the local 
authorities protested against the Hungarian writing 
of Istvan Jeszesznky's name on the false pretext that 
the Hungarian minority of Csejte does not reach 20%.

— y —

THE A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  D O E S  N O T  
RESPECT EVEN PROVISIONS OF 

LANGUAGE ACTS

M. George Kontsek, Hungarian member of the 
Slovak Provincial Assembly has addressed a question 
to the President of the Republic. In it he said that 
even the official census figures in 1930 showed a pro
portion of over 20% of Hungarians in the districts of 
Dunaszerdahely, firsekujvar, Feled, Galanta, Ipolysag,

Kekko, Kiralyhelmec, Komarom, Korpona, Leva, Lo- 
sonc, Nagykapos, Ogyalla, Parkany, Rozsnyo, Somor- 
ja, Sepsi, Tornaalja, Vagsellye, Verebely and Zseliz. 
These districts included fourteen in which the pro
portion of Hungarians exceeded 70% of the popula
tion, Nevertheless in most of them the courts of than 
and the authorities issued all their official writings, 
warrants, writs, notices, summonses, sentences, circ
ulars, passports, etc. in the Czech language. If any of 
the parish councils in places belonging to those 
districts attempted to move a resolution urging a 
redress of the local, district, or general language 
grievances, the notaries or the juridical authorities 
refused to allow a discussion of the motion on the 
ground that it was contrary to the law. On behalf of 
the inhabitants of about 700 Hungarian villages M. 
Kontsek asked the President whether he was pre
pared to put into execution in terms of the Language 
Act of 1920 and the Language Order of 1926 the pro
visions of the Peace Treaty of Saint Germain regard
ing rights of the Hungarian language, as incorporated 
in the Constitution of the Republic.

— y —

RUTHENIAN CLAIMS IN 
EAST-SLOVAKIA

The Treaty of Saint-Germain required the Czecho
slovak Republic to invest the Ruthenian territory 
south of the Carpathians with home-rule, The Czecho
slovak Government, however, divided the Ruthenian 
territory into two parts, attaching one half to the 
formally "autonomous” Ruthenia, and the other to 
Slovakia. Consequently, this latter half has been de
prived of every hope of self government. In this 
territory the Czecho-Slovak Census of 1930 registered 
91,079 Ruthenian inhabitants. Six Ruthenian cultural 
associations in East-Slovakia have now submitted a 
petition to the Government in which they point out 
that, whill 141,501 Germans in Slovakia have three 
secondary schools, and 33,961 Czechs and Slovaks in 
Ruthenia have three secondary schools and one train
ing school for teachers maintained by the State, the 
Ruthenians in East-Slovakia have not a single Ruthen
ian school maintained by the State. The Ruthenians 
have, therefore, decided to found a Greek Catholic 
secondary school in Eperjes and to apply for author
ization. The Hungarian Secondary Schools Act of 1883 
permitted the foundation of such schools without any 
difficulty, and mere act of its opening was enough to 
secure its authorization.

— y —

PROHIBITION OF SUDETA GERMAN 
PARTY-MEETING

In January the local branch of the Sudeta Ger
man Party informed the local Commissariat of Police 
that it intended to arrange a party meeting on May 
24th, to which the German minority would send dele
gates from all parts of the Republic. It was rumoured 
that nearly one hundred thousand Germans were ex
pected to arrive in Aussig on May 24th. The press 
of the Czech National Socialist Party and the Social
ist Party protested against this and demanded that the 
authorities should forbid both the Sudeta German 
Party meeting and the Sudeta German national week. 
— The official decision refers to certain political 
events abroad and to the delicacy of the political si
tuation. These circumstances and the general economic 
situation have such a depressing influence ou public
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opinion that it is not advisable to strengthen this feel
ing depression. After this decision was delivered to 
them, the Council of the Sudeta German Party held 
a meeting in which they expressed their displeasure 
at the fact that the local Commissariat of Police had 
refused to permit the Party meeting in spite of the 
authorities' promises.

— y —

B  T J M A N I A

NEW ANTI-MINORITY BILLS 
PRESENTED TO 

PARLIAMENT

Quite recently the Rumanian Parliament closed 
the debate on the new Criminal Code. The wording 
accepted by the Senate of § 215 thereof, which deals 
with offences against the nation, makes the spreading 
in foreign countries of false reports detrimental to the 
honour or the interests of the Rumanian nation and 
the Rumanian State, or even the colportage of reports 
which, though true, are calculated to injure the prestige 
of the Rumanian nation or the Rumanian State, punish
able by 1 to 3 years' imprisonment, a fine of from 500 
to 20.000 lei, and the suspension of political rights for 
a term of 1 to 5 years.

This clause was opposed at the meeting of the 
Senate on March 22nd 1935 by M. Elemer Gyarfas, 
Hungarian Party senator. He urged that the measure 
would do away with the possibility of laying com
plaints before the League of Nations, which was the 
legitimate means of obtaining redress guaranteed to 
the lingual and racial minorities by the minority treaty 
of December 9th 1919 and that consequently it was 
an infraction of the rights guaranteed by international 
treaty. In order to avoid all ambiguity he moved an 
amendment to the effect that the measures embodied 
in the said clause should not apply to statements and 
allegations contained in petitions to the League of 
Nations. But the Minister of Justice was not willing 
either to alter the clause, or even to make a statement 
that the measures did not apply to the carrying of 
matters before the League, i. e. to the reporting of facts 
to Geneva. He, in fact, definitely refused to make any 
statement of the 'kind.

The debate in the Senate is proof of the intentions 
lurking behind the Bill. In this connection it is neces
sary for us to know that a certain publicistic trend 
headed by M. Rudescu, a verv eminent Rumanian 
jurist who is legal adviser to the Rumanian Foreign 
Ministry, has long since been urging the imposition of 
criminal sanctions in the event of the minorities apply
ing to the League of Nations. The new measure, which 
is intended to prevent them from doing so by inflict
ing, punishment on the signatories of such complaints, 
is an explicit expression of the aims of that trend.

*
The Administration Bill at present under debate 

in the Rumanian Parliament proposes to introduce 
also measures that not only flagrantly violate the 
natural right of the people to the free use of their 
mother-tongue, but also aim at debarring the autoch
thonous minority inhabitants from sitting even on the 
parish councils. The Bill, as adopted by the Senate, 
decrees that only those who can read and write Ru
manian may be elected members of administrative 
bodies. Another measure decrees that the language of

debate at parish and county council meetings must be 
Rumanian, minutes are to be written only in Rumanian, 
and even elected councils may be dissolved, if in the 
course of proceedings a minority language is used. 
The Bill was strenuously opposed by the represent
atives of the minorities, so that the Government first 
postponed the debates on the various clauses, and then 
effected certain modifications. It is significant of con
ditions in Rumania and of the hatred entertaned there 
for the minorities, that before doing this the Govern
ment asked M. Titulescu's opinion, as in the present 
atmosphere of intolerance they were afraid to accept 
the risks attendant on a modification of the Bill.

Even in its modified form, to 'be able to read and 
write in Rumanian is sine qua non of election on the 
municipal corporations. This means that even in purely 
Hungarian towns only men who are proficient in 
Rumanian can be members of the town councils; in 
other words the members of the municipal assemblies 
must also pass the notorious language tests.

In pre-war Hungary no one ever dreamt of asking 
the elected members of the town councils to supply 
proofs orally and in writing of their proficiency in the 
language of the State. Here we recall Herr Hans Otto 
Roth’s (German Party M. P.) speech in the Rumanian 
Parliament, in which, among other things, he made a 
reference to what M. Alex. Vajda-Voivod (more than 
once Rumanian Prime Minister) said on March 20th 
1914 in the Hungarian Parliament in connection with 
the extension of the use of minority languages. In the 
course of his speech M. Vajda-Voivod declared that 
there were three official languages in use in the County 
of Brasso — Hungarian, German and Rumanian — , 
and he produced an invitation to the general meeting 
of the County Council drafted in all three languages. 
The Administration Bill gives the impression that 
complaints against the Hungarian Government put for
ward by M. Vajda-Voivod and his friends were not 
genuine, and that their demands were merely a pretext 
to create an unsympathetic feeling towards Hungary.

*

A new bill recently passed by Parliament pro
vides that those tracts of land which are in the posses
sion of the State or have been expropriated under the 
Land Reform, must not be sold without the consent of 
th Ministry. Former proprietors are authorised by the 
law to re-purchase their possessions. The law, as was 
stated by Deputy-Minister M. Cancicov, takes care 
that the land in the villages is left in the hands of 
Rumanian proprietors.

*

Gradual elimination of minorities from industrial 
profession. This is the real object of the new Trade Bill, 
which has been passed by the Rumanian Parliament, 
in spite of protests from the minority representatives. 
According to this Bill, anyone who wishes to be an 
independent tradesman has to pass an examination in 
Rumanian language and history before his qualifying 
examination. ("Deli Hirlap" March 19th), The hostile 
feeling towards the minorities may also be seen from 
a petition of the Rumanian chimney-sweepers, publish
ed in the paper called "Natiuneu Romana". Here the 
chimney-sweepers declare that their trade must not be 
left in the hands of the minorities who are the pillars 
of the old regime; and a chimney-sweeper — they say 
— can see everything, hear everything, and has free 
entrance everywhere, (“Szabadsag", March 18th).

— y —
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HAPPENINGS AT THE RUMANIAN 
STUDENTS’ CONGRESS
in  m a r o s v A s A r h e l y

In Rumania students are in the habit of holding a 
congress every year. None of these meetings pass 
without disturbances. In 1927 between December 6th 
and 8th students wrecked shop and plundered the 
Synagogues in Nagyvarad (Oradea Mare), Kolozsvar 
(Cluj), and Banffyhunyad, At the time of the stu
dents' congress in Herkulesfiirdo the Rumanian stu
dents committed a whole series of atrocities against 
the minorities.

This year the students’ congress was held in the 
Hungarian town of Marosvasarhely (Targu Mures). On 
April 4th and the next few days about two thousand 
students went by special trains to this capital of the 
Szeklers. At Sinai the students stopped the train and, 
amidst a wild volley of shots, smashed the memorial 
tablet erected at the station to Premier Duca, who 
was murdered two years ago. At other stations they 
got out of the trains and thrashed any minority citi
zens they found on the platform, or smashed the 
windows of the railway stations and of private build
ings with stones or bullets.

The newspaper reports of the happenings at the 
congress in Marosvasarhely were very strictly cen
sored, so that all that appeared in the papers was a 
bare statement that the students had arranged an 
anti-Jewish demonstration in Marosvasarhely, and 
had made a bonfire in the principal square of all the 
Jewish, "Jewish-type" newspapers, periodicals and 
books. The flames of that bonfire rose so high that the 
bells were rung, because people thought a fire had 
broken out.

The organ of the National Peasants' Party, the 
"Patria" of Kolozsvar, attacked Government bitterly 
because of the scandalous proceedings at the con
gress. According to this paper one of the resolutions 
passed by the congress declared that several active 
Rumanian politicians must be done away with. The 
students who undertook to execute this "sentence" took 
an oath before the congress to carry out the in
structions. That the Government is hand in glove with 
the extreme chauvinist of the right, is patent from the 
fact that the students of the left we re forbidden to 
hold a counter-congress in Bucharest and those who 
were to have arranged it were arrested. Because of 
the destruction of the Duca memorial tablet a section 
of the Liberal Party is dissatisfied with Government, 
which has taken no steps in connection with this act 
of vandalism; and it is not unlikely that the students’ 
congress in Marosvasarhely may lead to important 
developments in Rumania’s internal politics.

— y —

RUMANIAN PUBLICIST 
ON HOPELESSNESS OF CONDITIONS 

IN TRANSYLVANIA
The Bucharest “Adeverul” of March 22nd con

tains an article by M. Virgilius Muntean, a Rumanian 
publicist of Transylvania, entitled “The Colonial 
System” , which casts a glaring light on the treatment 
meted out to Transylvania by the Rumanian Admin
istration. According to this eminent Rumanian publi
cist, Transylvania is growing poorer and poorer day 
by day, and its people have already fallen into a 
state of "biological degeneration” . Besides suffering 
from the general economic crisis, Transylvania is 
being crushed by the special system applied to it by

the regime in Bucharest. It support of his statements 
M. Muntean gives the following data.

In the last two years 200 teachers have been 
appointed in Transylvania, but not one of them was 
a Transylvanian. Of the 1600 public servants appointed 
during the same period only 67 were Transylvanians. 
This means that the proportion of natives employed 
in Transylvania is at best no higher than the pro
portion of natives employed by the Colonial Admin
istration in India. When it came to the question of 
appointing Transylvanians, the Bucharest Administra
tion was ready with the excuse that there were no 
vacant posts and that the Budget was exhausted. And 
this, although Transylvania took the first place in 
bearing the burden of taxation, 60% of the taxes 
levied in Rumanian being paid by Transylvania. In 
spite of this the State did not contribute even a mini
mum sum towards the upkeep of the Transylvanian 
university in Kolozsvar (Cluj). It was typical of the 
situation that only 1300 of the 4000 private houses 
built in Transylvania within the past two years be
longed to Transylvanians; the rest had been built by 
Rumanians from the Regat who occupied important 
posts in Transylvania. The protection of Transylvania 
against Bucharest was today a problem of such uni
versal importance that all her inhabitants, irrespective 
of party politics, were concerned. Even the most mo
derate elements did not hesitate to declare that the 
lack of understanding on the part of the Bucharest 
Adminisration was responsible for the hopeless state 
of affairs in Transylvania.

This is what we are told by M. Muntean, who as 
a Rumanian is considered a "first-class" nation ah 
What then are the minorities — and above all the 
Hungarians — to say, who are not considered even 
„second-class" subjects? We know that M. Octavian 
Goga, former member of the Cabinet, in a recent 
speech delivered at Craiova declared that the minor
ities fell into three categories. To the first category 
belonged the Turks and Germans (Saxons and Swab
ians) , who in M. Goga's opinion were no danger to 
the Rumanians, seeing that they lived scattered all 
ever the country and had not immediate contacts with 
their racial kindred outside Rumania. The second ca
tegory embraced the Hungarians and Bulgarians, who 
owing to the geographical situation lived in immediate 
contact with their racial kin, and were therefore a 
grave menace. The third category comprised the Jews, 
v/ho were the most dangerous of all because of the 
strong and permanent links binding them to the rest 
of the Jews all the world over.

EMPLOYEES OF “ PRIVATE 
ESTATES" IN CSIK SEND A  NEW  
MEMORANDUM TO THE LEAGUE

On September 24th, 1932, the League of Nations 
Council took a decision in the matter of the "Private 
Properties" in Csik, which — representing a value of 
many hundred million lei — had taken away by the 
Government from their lawful owners. It was decided 
that the Government should restore half of the estates 
to the Hungarians in the County of Csik. Among other 
things Rumania pledged herself to pay the employees 
of the "Private Estates" the arrears of their pensions 
for the past and ther full pensions in the future. In 
1934 the Rumanian Parliament passed an Act to carry 
into effect the Council's decision; yet Rumania does 
not pay most of these pensions and treats them as 
undesirable enumbrances, though as an equivalent for 
her obligations which she undertook in Geneva she 
has sequestered 17.000 acres of forest land from the
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estates. The value of the latter amounts from 300 
to 350 million lei, while the pensions do not require 
more than 3 million lei. Out of 22 claimants only ten 
have so far received their salaries, while the other 
cases have not yet been settled. For this reason the 
last elected Director of the “Private Estates" in Csik 
has of behalf of the employees submitted a new Me
morandum to the League of Nations. This is another of 
the many instances to show that Rumanian is not will
ing to fulfil the obligations undertaken by her in the 
League of Nations.

— y —

PETdFFS MEMORIAL TABLET 
REMOVED

An arbitrary interpretation of the edict against 
Hungarian inscriptions has led to the removal of a 
memorial tablet in the city of Szatmar. The tablet had 
been placed in the wall of a house in which Petofi 
spent some time while living in Szatmar. The Hungar
ian minority in Rumania considers this step as an 
outrage on its national feelings and piety. (Temesvari 
Hirlap, March 1st, 1936.)

— y —

MINORITY PUBLIC NOTARIES AND 
DEPUTY NOTARIES REMOVED

Under the pretense of an insufficient knowledge of 
Rumanian, the Ministry of Justice recently ordered the 
removal of four minority public notaries and deputy 
notaries who had failed to subject themselves to the 
language tests. The union of public notaries in Maros- 
vasarhely, consisting of 41 members and functioning 
in an almost purely Hungarian district, has lost its 
last minority members. (Erdelyi Lapok, February 
26th, 1936. no. 46.)

GENDARME ATROCITIES AGAIN!

Recent occurrences have again directed public 
attention to the brutal conduct of the Gendarmerie, 
The inhabitants of the counties of Csik and Udvarhely
— particularly in the villages of Sim6nfalva and Ditro
— have been treated so badly that they have been 
obliged to ask the local commander for protection 
against the gendarmes. (Csiki Lapok, Febr. 23rd, 1936, 
no 8, and Szekely Kozelet, Febr. 16th, 1936.)

— y —

FOURTEEN DOMICILIARY VISITS 
AT SZATMAR

Fourteen domiciliary visits have been undertaken 
simultaneously at various Hungarian institutions and 
in the homes of various Hungarian leading personages. 
The monasteries of the Franciscans, Misericordians 
and the Jesuits have been searched, as well as the 
house of the Rev, Stephen Debreczenyi, a Protestant 
clergyman, etc. These visits were intended to prove 
that the "Kolcsey Kor” , a purely literary Hungarian 
society, has received financial help from abroad, and 
that the Hungarian Roman Catholic clergy enjoy 
similar assistance in their activities to counteract the

influence of German (Suabian) nationalist propaganda. 
{Brassoi Lapok, March 2nd, 1936.)

29

KOLOZSVAr  UNIVERSITY CLOSED

On May 12th, 1919, a company of soldiers were 
drawn up opposite the main entrance of the Kolozs- 
var “Francis Joseph" University; and the special 
police on duty called upon the Hungarian professors 
and students to leave the building. That is how Ru
mania took over the well-equipped university of 
European fame which possessed first-class clinical 
hospitals of its own and a word-famed Biological 
Institute under the control of Professor Stephen 
Apathy. That is what happened seventeen years ago. 
And now — the Senate of the University has decided 
to close the university because the Government has 
reduced the university grant to one third of its 
original amount. On April 1st the work in the clinical 
hospitals, laboratories and student welfare institutions 
was suspended. This is how Rumania treats the intel
lectual treasures which she inherited from Hungary in 
Transylvania.

— y —

YUGOSLAV SEMI-OFFICIAL ORGAN 
DEMANDS PARLIAMENTARY 

REPRESENTATION FOR SERBS IN 
RUMANIA

The Belgrade paper “Vreme" discusses in a com
plaining manner the fact that the 50.000 Serbs living 
in Rumania have no representation in the Bucharest 
Parliament. At the same time they seem to forget in 
Belgrade that the 240.000 Rumanians, 100,000 Bulgar
ians, half million Albanians, and 150,000 Turks living 
in Yugoslavia have no parliamentary representation 
whatsoever while the half million Hungarians are re
presented in the Skupstina by a Government protege 
who has no connection with the Hungarian people, 
and that the half million Germans, who are com
paratively speaking in the most favourable situation, 
have not more than two representatives in the Cham
ber of Deputies and one in the Senate; that is to say, 
18.5% of the entire population have no parliamentary 
representation whatsoever.

— y —

Y U G O S L A V I A

AUTONOMIST MOVEMENT 
IN THE VOIVODINA

Serb politicians in Belgrade view with increasing 
concern the spread and reinforcement of the autonom
ist movement in the Voivodina. Recently the official 
Government organ, the "Samouprava", launched a 
violent attack against the so-called Voivodina front, 
i. e. against the political party which demands ex
tensive autonomous rights for that district. The news
paper asks why the Voivodina never demanded 
autonomy of Wekerle or Tisza during the Hungar
ian era.

The answer is not far to seek. The Serbs in the
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Voivodina then enjoyed economic prosperity, the pos
sibilities of cultural development, and complete civil 
equality. There was no levying of disproportionate and 
unjust taxes, as there is today, and the Serbs of that 
region themselves declare that there was nothing then 
to prevent them entering the civil service. But today 
the Serbs of the Voivodina have been ejected from 
almost all the important posts to make way for offi
cials imported from Old-Serbia and Montenegro.

*

That the Serb Educational Department does not 
fulfil the obligations undertaken at the time of the 
"liberation and unification" even towards the Roman 
Catholic Slavs, is proved by the following case: On 
March 19th a delegation of two hundred people, act
ing on behalf of the Roman Catholic Parish Church 
in Zombor, saw the Mayor of that town and handed 
in a memorandum in which they begged him to order 
that writing in Latin letters should be properly taught 
at least in the elementary schools attended mostly by 
Bounyewats children; for all their prayer-books, hymn- 
books and school-books were printed in Latin cha
racters.

— y —

ATTEMPT ON LIFE OF A  MACEK  
PARTY HUNGARIAN POLITICIAN

An explosion which knocked down one of the 
walls of his waiting-room took place at noon on 
April 3rd in the flat of Dr. Ivan Nagy, a lawyer of 
Ujvidek who is one of the advocates or self-govern
ment for the Voivodina. The investigations instituted 
by the authorities reported the explosion was due to a 
gas pipe bursting, but experts from the gas-works 
could not find a leakage anywhere, so that an expla
nation must be sought elsewhere. Dr. Nagy made a 
statement before the authorities to the effect that the 
explosion was an attempt on his life and that in
quiries should be made in that direction. The ex
perience of the past makes it almost certain that these 
inquires will not lead to any positive results. It will 
be remembered that the authorities never succeeded 
in discovering the perpetrators of the bomb outrage 
against the Ujvidek Hungarian Burgesses’ Casino com
mitted a few years ago.

—  y —

HUNGARIAN LABOURERS 
DISMISSED BY AUTHORITIES
The agricultural labourers and natives of the 

Voivodina held several meetings recently to discuss 
their situation. Official data record between 75 and 
80 thousand landless agricultural labourers and natives 
in that territory, the majority of whom are of Hun
garian nationality. The labourers' delegates unani
mously established the fact that Serbs and Southern 
Slavs from other parts of the country were being 
engaged for public works, which in any case were of

rare occurrence, and even for harvesting-work. This 
was happening now, in spite of all protests on the 
part of the Labour and Trade Unions, in connection 
with the erection of the Ban's palace at Ujvidek 
(Novisad), where the minority labourers had been 
completely ingnored. The sugar refinery at Ujverbasz 
(Novivrbas) had also been obliged, by the pressure 
brought to bear on it by the authorities, to dismiss 
most of its Hungarian hands, and employ instead 
Slavs from Slovenia and Lika.

—y—

MINORITY CLAIMANTS STILL CUT 
OFF FROM BENEFITS OF LAND 

REFORM
March of 10th M. Swetozar Stankovitch, Minister 

of Agriculture, speaking in the Skupstina declared 
that as many war volunteers (dobrovoljaci) as possible 
must be settled in the northern part of the country, 
chiefly from considerations of national defence. The
30.000 cadastral acres of arable land known as the 
Pancsova Meadow, for instance, will be distributed 
among 4.000 war volunteers in 1937 and 1938. When 
they have been put in possession of that area there 
will, according to the Minister's computation, be only 
another 4.000 war volunteers left for the Government 
to give land to. This further distribution of land, which 
will be effected by expropriation, will take place, like 
those preceding it, to the complete exclusion of the 
minority landless elements. Their number in the Dan
ube Banate has been estimated by the social depart
ment of the Banate Office at 75.000. Mut M. Milivoi 
Shabitz, former departmental chef in the Ministry of 
Commerce, has shown in a book published in the 
autumn of 1932 that there are 120.000 landless agri
cultural labourers in the Danube Banate, about three- 
fourths of whom are Hungarians by nationality. The 
fact that this considerable fraction of the Hungarians 
in Yugoslavia are entirely cut off from the "blessings" 
of the Land Reform, is sufficient to reveal to foreign 
opinion the real intentions of the land reform which 
Yugoslavia would make to be social in character.

-  y —

INTOXICATED POLICE-OFFICER 
DISTURBS MASS

In 6-Kanizsa (Stara Kanjiza) an almost purely 
Hungarian town, Svetobar Popovic, a Serb police of
ficial, when drunk, went on April 4th to the Catholic 
church, where mass was just being said. Here he 
threatened the congregation with his stick and created 
such a disturbance that it was impossible to continue 
the mass. He put policement armed with bayonets 
outside the doors, so that the priest and the congre
gation could not leave the church. The Prefect of 
Police then arrived and led the man out of the church. 
After this the drunken police officer went home and 
beat his Hungarian landlord and his servant.

— y —
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T H E A T R E  * L I T E R A T U R E  • A R T
ALBERT BERZEVICZY f

Hungarian public He and the Hungarian world of 
science suffered a great loss recently by the death (on 
March 2nd) of Albert 3erzeviczy.

Albert Berzeviczy was one of the outstanding 
figures of a generatioi that gave the nation Count 
Albert Apponyi. His long life and personality were 
in more than one resptct reminiscent of those of the 
latter statesman, and ifter the death of Count Ap
ponyi, Albert Berzeviciy was the only man who by 
virtue of his comprehensive culture and real European 
outlook could, to a certain extent, fill the gap. And 
now he too is gone from among us.

Albert Berzeviczy vas born in 1853 at Berzevice. 
He was the descendant of a Hungarian family of 
ancient lineage which ior hundreds had lived in the 
counties of Saros and Szepes. This beautiful region, 
lying at the feet of the Carpathians, was for centuries 
one of the most notable sources from which the Hun
garian nation drew its strength, until Trianon tore 
it away from the mother-country and allotted it to 
Czecho-Slovakia. Albert Berzeviczy's career, which was 
to be so rich in successjs, began there. After finishing 
his. schooling, in the course of which he studied at 
several foreign universities, he was elected first deputy 
recorder and then recorder of the County of Saros. 
Like many another man distinguished in Hungarian 
public life he received his fundamental knowledge of 
politics and administration from a study of the County 
system which for certuries has been a self-governing 
ane. When barely 25 years of age he became profes
sor in the Academy of Law in Eperjes, which, after 
the Czechs had taken possession of that town, was 
forced to remove to Miskolc in Dismembered Hungary, 
in 1881 he was elected member of parliament for 
Eperjes (Presov), the capital town of his native 
county, on the Liberal platform of the then Prime 
Minister, Coloman Tisza, Three years later he became 
ministerial councillor it the Ministry of Public Edu
cation, where after another three years he was ap
pointed secretary of state. In 1895 he was elected 
Deputy Speaker in the Hungarian Parliament, in 1896 
he became Privy Councillor, in 1903 Minister of 
Public Education, and in 1910 Speaker. These were 
the outstanding milestones in his political career. In 
1911 out of motives of principle he resigned the 
Speakership, but his authority and influence instead 
of diminishing grew, and to the last his speeches in 
the Upper House, as well as his articles in the press, 
were considered events in Hungarian public life.

In the nineties already we find Albert Berzeviczy 
actively concerned in the movements the aim of which 
was the organization of international politics and the 
development of international law. In 1896 he was 
elected Vice Chairman of the Hungarian group (then 
just formed) of the Interparliamentary Union, After 
the death of Count Albert Apponyi he became 
President of the Group, having also succeeded 
Albert Apponyi as President of the Hungarian Foreign 
Affairs Society. He was also honorary member of the 
Paris Academy of International Diplomacy; and at 
the General Assemblies of the League of Nations re
peatedly represented Hungary as Chief Delegate of 
the Hungarian Government. But the principal scene of 
his international activity was the Interparliamentary 
Union.

His speeches on the disarmament question in 
which he kept that question sur le tapis and per
sistently insisted upon its being adjusted, are of per
manent value. In his speeches he always laid the chief

tress upon equality as between nations; and he used 
unanswerable arguments to show the injustice of the 
military inferiority forced on Hungary in the Treaty 
of Trianon which leaves Hungary quite defenceless, 
pointing out the danger latent in the States defeated 
in the Great War being disarmed by force and left 
entirely at the mercy of neighbours armed to the 
teeth. He was also at all times a generous advocate 
of the cause of the minorities when the question was 
brought up for discussion in the Union. Berzeviczy 
was repeatedly invited to give lectures in foreign 
countries; and during the course of the his activity in 
this field he always showed himself to be the champion 
of international solidarity.

The first ancestor of Albert Berzeviczy of whom 
we have a record is mentioned in the historical re
cords of the XIII century as Magister Gallus. He must 
therefore have had a university degree and been a 
scholar. Perhaps it was from this early forbearer that 
the late descendant inherited his unquenchable thirst 
for knowledge, which to the last days of his life 
marked his personality even more than his political 
instincts did. It we cast a glance over the list of his 
works a wide perspective opens out before us, of 
which his scholarly studies provide the background. 
With the torch of history, art, Law, and politics in 
his hand, he went over a wide territory covered by a 
multitude of subjects — from Italian art, especially 
the sculpture and paintings of the cinquecento and the 
settecento, to the minutest details of Shakespeare's 
immortal dramas; from the figure of Beatrice of Ar- 
ragon, Queen of Hungary in the renaissance period, 
to the woeful days of Austrian absolutism that follow
ed the break-down of the Hungarian war of independ
ence in 1848 and 1849; and from the reform of uni
versity education to the effects on the peace treaties 
on science and literature. His erudition was widely 
known and in recognition of his merits the Hungarian 
world of science elected him President of the Hun
garian Academy of Sciences after he had been Chair
man of the elite Kisfaludy Society for six years. In 
these two roles he for decades directed Hungary's 
cultural policy, and only death wrested the leader's 
staff from his grasp. For it was only a few weeks 
before his death, when his sense of duty forbade him 
to yield to the repeated requests of that scientific 
body that he should continue to conduct its affairs, 
that he resigned his position as President of the Hun
garian Academy of Sciences.

A nation's grief followed him on his last journey 
to the crypt of the Berzeviczy family, where in Hun
garian soil now occupied by an alien race was laid 
to rest this "Grand Old Man" of Hungarian political
and scientific life. ObSerValOr.

FRANCIS HERCZEG’S “JULIA SZENDREY“ 
IN THE VIENNA BURGTHEATER

The great Hungarian writer, Francis Herczeg’s 
play “ Julia Szendrey", the heroine of which is the 
wife of Alexander Petofi, the greatest of Hungarian 
lyric poets, will be performed for the first time in 
German in April in the Vienna Burgtheater, the clas
sical home of Vienese histrionic art, under the title of 
"Petofi’s Julia", The premiere will take place during 
the Vienna “ Jubel Wochen" (festival weeks), a fact in 
itself proving the great importance attached by the 
Burgtheater to Francis Herczeg's play.
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P O L I T I C A L  E C O N O M Y■■        ■-—

A U S T R I A

NEW CZECHO-SLOVAK-AUSTRIAN 
COMMERCIAL AGREEMENT

A new commercial agreement was signed on April 
2nd by the representatives of the Austria and Czecho
slovak Governments. Comprising 204 printed pages, 
the agreement adjusts such problems as exchange 
of goods, coal trade, and travelling. Concessions with 
regard to customs-tariffs include a general reduction 
of tariffs and a number of preferential taxes. Austrian 
export trade has obtained concessions particularly in 
the ields of manufacturing industry and agrarian pro
ducts, The coal and coke agreement assures the pre
vious quota of exports to Czecho-Slovakia, but it 
leaves the way open for later clearing transactions. 
The travelling agreement allows Czecho-Slovak tra
vellers to take with them, v/ithout any further form
alities, of amount not exceeding 300 Schillings travel
lers cheques of the Austrian Travel Bureau, in addi
tion of the 1000 Kc hitherto permitted; alternatively, 
they are allowed to take with them "bons" or pass
books of the Austrian Bank,

— y —

B U L G A R 1 A

INLAND LOAN

The subscription of the 200 million Leva (5%) 
inland loan was begun on April 6th, The loan is free 
of interest and must be paid back within six years.

C Z E  C 11 O - S L O  l A K I A

860,392 UNEMPLOYED

The continued increase of unemployment from 
month to month is a striking illustration of the 
economic crisis in Czecho-Slovakia. Recent reports 
published by the Ministry of Public Welfare show that 
the total number of unemployed has again risen by 
10,382. At the end of January, it will be remembered, 
850,010 unemployed were registered, while at the end 
of February this number had risen to 860,392. Although 
this winter season was mild enough to allow the build
ing of roads and houses to be continued without a 
break, yet the rate of unemployment this year is higher 
than in the last two years; it is, therefore, obvious 
that the economic crisis in Czecho-Slovakia still shows 
a rising tendency. The present increase of unemploy
ment is almost limited to Slovakia, which country 
formerly belonged to Hungary; here the number of 
unemployed at the end of January was 131,864, while 
at the end of February it had risen to 141,300. This is 
how the "Slovak", the organ of Monsignor Hlinkas 
Slovak Autonomist Party, commented upon the recent 
statistical figures of unemployment: "Slovakia is be
coming more and more improverished. This may be 
easily seen both in the towns and villages, . .  The

condition of Slovakia cries for urgent help." — We 
must always bear in mind the above figures whenever 
we are informed of certain negotiations in the course 
of which the leading statesmen of Czecho-Slovakia 
demand a speedy solution of the Danube Valley pro
blem. If there is one State in the Danube Valley whose 
condition really oalls for the termination of the present 
situation in that part of Europe, it is Czecho-Slovakia 
in the first place, whose statesmen so unwisely 
adhered fifteen years ago to the dismemberment of 
the vast economic unit of the Austro-Hungarian Mon
archy, much to the detriment of their own country. No 
wonder that the most extreme Czech nationalists, 
speaking in the various committees of the Prague 
Parliament give vent to the general opinion of their 
people, that "it was better under Austria”.

— y —

COM PARED WITH LAST YEAR THE 
EXCESS OF EXPORTS IN FIRST QUARTER 

OF Y E A R  A R E 70%  LESS

The Statistical Office reports that the value 
of imports from January 1 to the end of March 
was 1,661.660.000 Czech crowns, that of exports
1,727.510.000. The profit for the first quarter of the 
year was thus 65,840.000 crowns. In the same period 
of the previous year imports had aggregated
1,347.010.000 and exports 1,580.470.000 crowns, so that 
the excess of imports for the first quarter of the past 
year had been 233.450.000 crowns.

— y —

INCREASING TRADE CO-OPERATION 
BETWEEN CZECHO-SLOVAKIA 

AND THE SOVIET

Some time ago the Prague Chamber of Commerce 
sent a committee to Moscow to study Soviet trade. 
That committee will now be followed by one to study 
Soviet industry. The heavy industries chiefly are re
presented on this committee, but numerous textile and 
leather goods factorie are sending their technical and 
commercial managers. In Prague it is considered pos
sible that Soviet Russia may supply raw materials to 
the Czecho-Slovak industries. In any case an organ
ized party consisting of business men and engineers is 
shortly to start for Russia to study conditions there. 
The official Czech Tourist Office is considering the 
organisation of monthly tourist parties to Russia.

— y —

JUGOSLAV PROTEST AGAINTS CZECHO
SLOVAKIA’S RE-SALE

It was reported on April 10th that the Yugoslav 
corn exporters will ask the Czecho-Slovak exporters 
to make a solemn promise that they will not sell to 
other States the Yugoslav corn exported to Czecho
slovakia as has often happened in the past.

The Yugoslav corn exporters would not protest 
if it were only a question of sporadic cases, but they 
must protest against the danger of its becoming a re-
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gular method of "re-sale‘‘ in the future. What hap
pens now is that Czecho-Slovakia simply sends the 
barges arriving in Pozsony (Bratislava) to Vienna, 
where she sells the Yugoslav corn at a profit. This 
incident is again a good illustration of the economic 
relations between the States of the Little Entente, and 
it shows the practical value of the “ Economic Little 
Entente", For the sake of political connections Czecho
slovakia buys a small quantity of corn from her Yugo
slav ally, who is sorely pressed with economic 
troubles; but as Czecho-Slovakia herself is oversup
plied with her own corn, in consequence of her ex
treme pro-agrarian policy, she sells the Yugoslav corn 
at a profit to other States. This produces a humourous 
situation, because the Yugoslav corn with a Czecho
slovak label is a rival in foreign markets to the corn 
coming direct from Yugoslavia.

— y —

THE SKODA BOOM

The semi-official “Prager Presse" reports that at 
the end of March Czecho-Slovakia's biggest arms 
factory, the Skoda Works at Pilsen, was employing 
29.900 persons, including the office staff. In 1935 only 
21,500 persons were employed by the factory.

— y —
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TEE 1936—1937. ESTIMATES

Dr. Tihamer Fabinyi, Minister of Finance, on 
April 1st submitted the 1936— 1937 Estimates to the 
Hungarian Parliament. The various items of the 
Estimates show the same rising tendency as those of 
the last Budget. Expenditure has increased by 35.7 
million pengo, and if we add last year's rise of 25.3 
millions, we see that public expenditure has increased 
by 61 million pengo in two years. The total sum set 
apart for expenditure in 1936— 1937 is 1211. 8 millions 
the aggregate revenue amounts to 1136.1 millions, 
that meaning a deficit of 75.7 million pengo. Last 
year's deficit was 75.9 million pengo, so that this 
year's is 2 millions less.

The Budget estimates the costs of the public ad
ministration at 782.2 millio annd its receipts at 771.6 
million pengo.

The greatest increase in expenditure — 16.5 mil
lion pengo — is that of the item "Material and Tran
sitional Expenditure". In estimating certain expenses 
rising tendency of prices had to be taken into account.

The sums foreseen for national debt serving show 
a decrease of 3.3 million pengo. The reason is that 
the increase in the services on the loans to which the 
State had recourse in order to cover the deficit done 
to investments and by to the liquidation of the farm
er's debts have been more than counterbalanced by the 
reduction, due to a more favourable rate of exchange 
in certain foreign moneys, in the services on some 
loans, the payment of which has been entended over 
a longer period of time.

The sum appropriated for investment has in
creased by 3.1 million pengo. Of this sum the greater 
part is to be spent on the afforestation of the Great 
Plain, the construction of a new aerodrome at Buda- 
ors, and the erection of school-buildings.

The State undertakings figure with an expendi

ture of 423.6 million pengo, 364.5 millions of which 
are covered by their receipts. The increase in ex
penditure is 1.7 million more than the increase in 
takings. This decline in the balance-sheet of the 
State undertakings is due to the increase in invest
ments. The State Railways, the State Iron and Steel 
Works, and sericulture show a deficit this year too, 
but the balance-sheets of the other State undertakings 
show a profit.

According to the preamble to the Budget the 
financial position of the State proves that economic 
conditions in the country continued to improve slowly 
throughout the past year. The country's economic 
system, which was badly shaken by the crisis in 1931, 
has recovered at the cost of great sacrifices, and is 
beginning to show reassuring signs of improvement. 
In spite of last year's frosts and drought, this impro
vement showed no signs of a set-back, as is evident 
from the state of the revenue, which compared with 
last year have increased. In the first eight months 
of the fiscal year public receipts were 4,1% more than 
in the same period of the previous year, while the 
sum total administration receipts was 4.3% more. The 
aggregate revenue of the State undertakings also show 
signs of improvement. But parallel with this gradual 
improvement in conditions, and with an increased 
briskness in trade and a rise in the prices of certain 
commodities, the demands on the Treasury have also 
increased, in consequence of which expenditure also 
betrays, a rising tendency. In order to cut down the 
personnel expenses, the number of public servants is 
being steadily reduced, but this is partially counter
balanced by the nationalization of the staffs of muni
cipal physicians. The most noteworthy increase, how
ever, is noticeable in material expenditure, which ac
cording to the Minister's expos6 "is indispensable to 
provide for urgent State necessities; to keep State 
property in good repair; to keep equipments up-to- 
date, and to supply deficiencies by the acquisition of 
new equipments”. Increased expenditure is also neces
sary to meet the requirements of certain economic, 
hygienic and cultural aims, and to provide for invest
ments and for the services on debts contracted to pay 
for investment in past years.

The estimated deficit of 75.7 million pengo cannot 
be met except, as hitherto, by a loan. In all probability 
the Government will be forced to continue to replace 
the services on its foreign debts with Treasury Bills 
— unless some other agreement is arrived at — and 
will if necessary have recourse in a certain measure 
to internal sources of credit.

*

Along with the Budget the Minister of Finance 
also submitted a Bill demanding powers to negotiate 
a loan to cover the costs of public works.

The Bill would empower the Minister of Finance 
to raise a loan of 13.6 million pengo on interest- 
bearing notes payable to bearer, on Treasury Notes 
and Bills, capital and interest to be paid out of taxes 
at present in force in Hungary of hereafter to be in
troduced, without any deduction for stamps, dues, 
redemption, or any other impost.

The sums to be expended on public works shall 
be entered in a separate column in the Budget and 
the Minister shall, when reading the Budget, submit 
to Parliament a report of the sums borrowed and the 
uses to which they have been put.

The Bill also empowers the Minister of Commerce 
and Communications to use a sum not exceeding 13.4 
million pengo for improving certain State roads and 
roads to be taken over by the State, as well as to
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take the necessary steps to set that work in train and 
to secure in agreement with the Minister of Finance, 
the sums needed by raising a loan.

The preamble to the Bill lays stress on the econ
omic and national importance of public works as a 
means towards improwing the possibilities of work 
and wage-earning, and says that in the present cir
cumstances the State cannot afford not to continue 
them. In the Bill the Minister of Finance asks for 
powers to negotiate loans to the amount of 27 million 
gold pengo. About 13.6 millions would be used chiefly 
for irrigation, the State Railways, and water opera
tions, and it is proposed to borrow this sum from the 
Foreign Credits Pay Office. The Government wants 
to use 13.4 million pengo for road-building and pro
poses to secure that sum in the form of loan raised 
by he issue of compulsory vouchers,

—  y —

FINANCIAL SITUATION OF HUNGARIAN 
BANKS IN 1935.

The Report of the Central Corporation of Hun
garian Rankes gives a summary of the situation of the 
banks under its supervision, comparing the records of 
the year 1935 with those of the last 12 years.

The balance of the business year of 1935, generally 
speaking, shows a slight improvement in every line. 
Thus, for instance, the total amount of working capital 
aggregated 3868 million pengo, — 7.4 millions more 
than in 1934. This improvement, however, was con
fined to the banks of the capital. The total value of 
property according to the general balance of Budapest 
banks rose from 2,980.7 million pengo to 2,994.2 mil
lions, that being an increase of 13.5 millions; on the 
other band, the general balance of the provincial banks 
fell from 879.9 millions to 874.4 millions.

Last year's improvement may be seen from certain 
points in which the balance-sheets of both the metro
politan and the provincial banks show a uniform rise. 
Thus the total amount of deposits in the batiks super
vised 'by the Central Corporation increased in 1935 by 
66.7 million pengo; 66.7 millions being the share of the 
Budapest banks, and 11.5 millions of the provincial 
banks. The deposits aggregated 1,501.4 million pengo 
at the end of 1935.

The owned capital of the banks shows a rise of 
6.6 millions, amounting thus to 636.4 millions. Out of 
this the owned capital of the banks in Budapest in
creased by 6 millions to 513.7 millions, while that of 
the provincial banks shows an increase (by 0,6 mil
lions) to 122,2 millions.

There is no such uniform development in evidence 
in other banking liabilities; thus, for instance, the 
claims of creditors of Budapest banks show an in
crease of 19.9 millions, while in the provincial banks 
they show a decrease of 4.3 millions.

With regard to the assets, there are several points 
in which the situation of metropolitan and provincial 
banks shows a similar development in 1935. Thus the 
general rise in the value of securities resulted in an 
increase of the total amount of securities held by the 
banks from 260,5 millions (in 1934) to 267.1 millions

(1935). Out of this the Budapest banks obtained an 
increase of 6.4 millions, while the surplus of the pro
vincial banks amounted to 6.2 millions. The claims of 
the banks have also risen, from 815.2 millions to 830.5 
millions, out of which increase the share of the Buda
pest banks amounted to 8.5 millions, and that of the 
provincial banks to 8.5 millions.

Ihere was a rise in the total value of immoveable 
property, from 140.6 millions to 143.7 millions in all; 
the property of Budapest banks having, increased by 
1.9 millions, and that of the provincial banks by 1,2 
millions.

The records of previous years are very important 
because they show that Hungarian banks have been 
more efficient in coping with the problems of economic 
depression than the banks in Austria or Germany, 
There has undoubtedly been a decrease in the scale of 
property: in 1931 the total amount of working capital 
aggregated to 4,259 millions, while last year it was 
361 millions less. This, however, was quite a natural 
symptom under present conditions. On the other hand, 
it is interesting to see that in 1932, when banking 
activities were subjected to official restrictions, the 
banks achieved a total surplus of 248.6 million pengo, 
while last year this sum rose to over 260 millions. 
This shows that in the years of economic depression 
there was a powerful tendency to augment the stock 
of reserves which contributed towards the strengthen
ing of the financial position of banks in general.
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FOREIGN TRADE IN FEBRUARY; 
EXCESS IN EXPORTS OF 10 MILLION 

PENGO

The value of Hungary’s imports in February was 
30.6 million pengo, as against 27.4 million in February 
last year; that of her exports was 41.2 million, as 
against 29,2. Thus the foreign trade balance for 
February closed with an excess of exports of 10.6 
million pengo.

In the first two months of 1936 the total value 
of Hungary's imports was 71.2 (54.6) million pengo, 
that of her exports 76.1 (59,0) millions. Foreign trade 
profits in January and February this year were 4.9 
million pengo as compared with 4.4 millions in the 
same period last year.

Compared with the first two months of 1935, 
January and February this year show a great increase 
in the quantities of maize, raw mineral oil, pig and 
scrap iron, hewn and sawn timber and tobacco leaf 
exported; the quantity of wool, carded wool, wool 
and cotton yarn imported, on other hand, dropped con
siderably.

Among our increase in exports largely were 
fresh meat, clover and lucerne seeds, swine, eggs, rail
way carriages and halffinished hardware; the exports 
of wheat, malt, and electrical machinery and ap
pliances, on the other hand show a considerable 
decline.

APRIL, 1936
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FUSION OF HUNGARIAN MORTGAGE 
INSTITUTES

When delivering his expose on the Budget the 
Miinster of Finance submitted the draft of a Bill pro
posing the creation of a General Mortgage Institute. 
As soon as the Bill becomes law the Minister of 
Finance will institute proceedings for the establish
ment of that new institute, which actually will come 
into being through the fusion of the three existing in
stitutes, and is to be substancially subsidised by the 
State. This State subsidy, coupled with the agreements 
concluded with the various creditors, will considerably 
strengthen the new institute, which in consequence will 
be able to participate Succesfull in all business activi
ties and become a powerful factor as a source of 
credit for agriculture and an instrument in the service 
of our agricultural policy. When the Bill has been 
passed, a Hungarian General Mortgage Institute will 
be created by a fusion of the three existing Institutes 
including the Hungarian Land Mortgage Institute. In 
view of the mortgage bonds placed in foreign count
ries that institute will for a time continue to operate 
under its present registered name, and its fusion with 
the two other institutes will take place in such a 
manner that the management of its assets will be un
dertaken by the new General Mortgage Institute, which 
consequently will, also assume responsibility for its 
liabilities.

—y—
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„THE BUDGET OF MISERY4*

In his article on the Budget ("Patria", March 
25th), M. Mihai Popovici, former Minister of Finance, 
calls it the budget of misery; the appropriation of last 
year's sums, he says, is a mere illustion, owing to 
the devaluation of the Lei. — Another paper, the 
“Dreptatea“ (March 20th) delcares that the Budget 
will lead to a considerable deficit, and that the Min
ister of Finance is performing gymnastic stunts with 
the figures which, however, are a mere delusion. The 
minority representatives complained during the Budget 
debate that the State grants to the minority clergy had 
been reduced by 80%, while those to the Rumanian 
clergy had only suffered a reduction of 8—25%. The 
minority members of Parliament also made reference 
to the fact that, while Rumania spent 20 million Lei 
in 1935 on Rumanian education abroad, the minority 
schools at home had not received any help from Gov
ernment.

—  y  —

TAXATION OF FOREIGN FIRMS 
IN RUMANIA

In Rumania prior to April 1st, 1935, only those 
foreign firms were taxed which had depots in the 
country. But now taxation has been made substastially 
heavier, with a retro-active validity reaching back to 
April 1st 1935. In principle all foreign firms which 
have no premises or personal representation or agents

in Rumania, but do business through the medium of a 
third party, will also be taxed. It is sufficient for an 
agent or a middleman to have a hand in any business 
to make it subject to taxation. The fiscal authorities 
have provided that the taxes shall be paid by ordering 
every middleman or agent a) sumbit all contracts or 
agreements dealing with terms, salaries, commussions 
and means of payment; b) should there be no written 
contract, verbal agreements substantiated with proofs 
must be reported; and c) every agent must report 
every business contract in the conclusion of which he 
has co-operated. Agents will be held personally re
sponsible for the taxes imposed on the foreign firms 
with which they have dealings. In levying taxes by 
assessment the rent of the business premises occupied 
by the agent will be taken as basis. The German 
Chamber of Commerce has already lodged a protest 
in Bucharest against this aggravation of the difficulties 
of foreign trading.

—  y —
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YUGOSLAVIA’S FOREIGN TRADE 
WITH GERMANY

Yugoslavia has determined to exercise an even 
stricter control over imports in the future. An import 
committee has been formed to act jointly with the 
National Bank, and it is to compile a list of the com
modities that may not be imported until the National 
Bank has given its consent to the equalization of ex
ports and imports. This measure has obviously been 
inspired by the German-Yugoslav commercial agree
ment recently concluded. M. Vrbanic, Minister of Com
merce, has stated that the aim of Yugoslavia's trade 
policy towards Germany is to equalize imports and 
exports, He will therefore do everything to equipoise 
Yugoslavia's trade balance with Germany, Amongst 
other things the Minister stressed the point that the 
favourable agreement concluded with that country 
would to a certain measure counterbalance the losses 
incurred by Yugoslavia in consequence of the sanctions 
applied against Italy.

In this connection it is to be noted that in the 
course of the trade conversations in Zagred Germany's 
representatives declared their willingness to raise the 
prices of agricultural imports from Yugoslavia by 
20—30%. Germany’s clearing debts to Yugoslavia ex
ceed 470 million dinars, 120 millions of which will 
be written off for machinery ordered in Germany for 
the Iron Works at Zenta, The balance will be at the 
disposal of the Yugoslav Ministry of Communications 
for the purpose of buying machinery for the Kraljevo 
Railway factory anl buying new locomotives for the 
State Railways. This explains why Germany is willing 
to allow higher prices for agricultural products from 
Yugoslavia. The question of the export of German 
scrap-iron to Yugoslavia was also satisfactorily settled 
in the course of the Zagreb negotiations,

—  y —
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MORE ORDERS FOR THE KRUPP-WORKS

Some time ago the Yugoslav Government entrust
ed the Krupp-firm in Essen with the equipment of the 
iron works in Zenica. This is an order for about 150

m illion  Dinars, Just recen tly  the G overnm ent again 
entrusted the K rupp firm  with the building o f a ra il
w ay bridge,

— y —

S P O R T S

SPORTS
The approaching Olympic Games in Berlin have 

stirred up the whole world of sports, and everywhere 
there is a bustle of preparation for the great inter
national event, Hungary has been greatly flattered by 
the fact that the Polish Athletic Association has sent 
a few of its best athletes to Budapest for a month's 
training in the Hungarian Physical Training College, 
to lay down, so to say, the foundation of their pre
parations for Berlin,

The famous French swordsman, Lieutenant Faure, 
has also come to Budapest for the same reason, and 
will have three weeks' training here. In a statement 
made to the press, he said he had not come for train
ing alone, but also to study the world-famed Hunga
rian fencing. It was his intention, on his return to 
France, to make of the experience gained and lay 
proposals before M. Pietri, the President of the French 
Fencing Association, with a view to encouraging the 
progress of fencing in France,

B oth  H ungarian sports circles and the w h ole  H un
garian nation, are p rou d  o f these visits, w hich together 
with the results ach ieved in the realm  o f sports are 
m anifest p ro o f o f the ex ce llen cy  and w e ll-d ev e lop ed  
character o f H ungarian sport,

F O O T B A L L
H ungarian foo tb a ll has seen great days since the 

com m encem ent o f the spring season. Our footba llers  
have com peted  in succession  with tw o form idab le  o p 
ponents w hose recent achievem ents had greatly  en
hanced their fame.

Recently German's team beat the famous Spanish 
players and afterwards Portugal's representative team. 
After these victories they played against Hungary. 
Their successes gave the German press and German 
public opinion every right to suppose that their match 
with Hungary would be another feather in their cap. 
But the high level of the Hungarian player's technique, 
coupled with their boundless enthusiasm, proved an 
unsurmountable obstacle, and it was in vain they did 
their best — they could not secure a repetition of their 
victories in Budapest. Enormous interest was displayed 
in the meeting, which ended in a victory of 3 : 2 for 
Hungary. Although they were finally beaten, the Ger

mans w ere in very  g ood  form , and it was o n ly  in the 
last minutes o f the gam e that the Hungarians m anaged 
to secure the v ictory . The m atch was the tw elfth  m eet
ing o f the tw o countries. So far the balance is in 
favour o f the H ungarians, w hose record  show s six  
wins, three ties and on ly  three defeats.

The second event was the match with the Aus
trians. Here two old rivals confronted each other. 
The match was on the Hohe Warte ground in Vienna, 
and the Austrian team was the “Wundermannschaft", 
Although the Austrian press prophesised victory for 
their own team, the Hungarians — all young players 
— entered the game with so much verve and 
enthusiasm that they carried the day by 5 goals 
to 3.

TABLE TENNIS

This year's Table Tennis world championship 
matches were held in Prague, The most sensational 
events were the defeat by the Rumanians and the 
French of the Hungarian team which has several times 
held the title. The reason — according to expert 
opinion — was that the strategy of attack, which the 
Hungarian world champions had brought to such per
fection and which had hitherto proved so effective, 
no longer helped to win laurels. The method of rely
ing on defence, of persistently returning every ball 
and waiting for the enemy to make a mistake, which 
was used by the Rumanians, gave them the victory, 
but robbed the match of any interest, This new style 
will not be of advantage to Table Tennis, for it will 
certainly increase the number of those who regard 
that game not as a sport but merely as acrobatics. A 
word must also be said about the bad management 
which influenced the matches and adversely affected 
the efficiency of the players. Here we were reminded 
of the mistakes which made the FIS ski tournament in 
the Tatra in 1935 so lamentably memorable. The first 
incident occurred during the English-Czecho-Slovak 
match. An unimportant mistake of the umpires called 
forth such a storm that the spectators began to bomb
ard the English players with oranges. This unsports
manlike behaviour by no means contributed to raise 
the level of the world championship games.

— y —

Published monthly. — Editor-in-Chief: ELEMER SZUDY. Managing E ditor: Dr. ERNEST FLACHBARTH. — Editorial Offices 
and Management: Zrinyi-utca 1. Budapest, V. — All articles — with the exception of those signed “y“ — have been translated 
by Dr. ARTHUR B. YOLLAND, Professor of English Literature in the University of Budapest. — Issued and printed by 
Sirkany Ltd. — Responsible for the publication: Dr. ANDREW FALL. — Responsible for the printing: Dr. A. and J. W essely




