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NEW INTERNATIONAL COMPLICATIONS 
AND THEIR INFLUENCE UPON HUNGARY

Budapest, July 12, 1935.
A ll friends of world-peace looked forward 

with the most eager expectations to the improve
ments, which they hoped the year 1935 would 
bring on political as well as on economic lines. 
In fact these hopes seemed to be more than justi
fied, because the League of Nations sessions in 
December 1934 and January 1935 solved two 
most thorny problems, which seemed to seriously 
threaten world peace. And then came the Saar 
Plebiscite, followed by Hitler's reiterated assur
ance, that all territorial problems between Ger
many and France having been solved, there is no 
obstacle in the way of friendly conversations be
tween Paris and Berlin: this would lead to the 
creation of such peaceful atmosphere between 
these two great civilized nations of Europe, which 
should and could dispel — once and for all — 
misunderstandings and all secret roots of political 
troubles.

And yet by the middle of 1935 we find our
selves again face to face with a most serious poli
tical situation, in fact on the very edge of a 
war between two members of the League of Na
tions, and all complications which such an unto
ward event might bring forth. And as it usually 
is the case, there may be some outsiders, who, 
instead of helping to quell the smouldering fire 
before it reaches dangerous dimensions, are lurk
ing in the background, awaiting their chance to 
profit by the misfortune of others.

We, in Hungary, although in no way directly 
involved in the great problems of the world, are 
nevertheless the suffering victims, politically and 
above all economically, of the actual situation.

We must therefore hail with satisfaction every 
move taken by the interested Great Powers to
wards a just and fair settlement of the present 
political embroglio. England under her new govern
ment seems to be inclined to take a more energetic 
hand in the settlement of world problems, so 
frightfully entangled since the Peace Treaties. 
Surely Mr. MacDonald also desired to lend a 
helping hand, although his government was — 
internationally —  more characterized by passivity, 
than by the activity, which we expect from Mr. 
Baldwin and Sir Samuel Hoare.

After all, it is now realized in most quarters 
that the mistakes of the treaties ending the world

war are at the root of most, if not nearly all 
troubles of the present days. Can anyone deny it 
that the tension between Italy and France which 
lasted until the beginning of this year, was 
seriously hampering the equitable settlement of 
all continental problems? Was that dissension not 
due to Italy not being granted that which she was 
promised in the secret treaty of 1915 and what 
she in her belief, quite justifiedly, thought was 
due to her at the end of the war?

Are all the alterations to the Treaty 
of Versailles forgotten? Did not the socialistic 
or democratic Germany entreat the Allies to 
have those stipulations of the Versailles Treaty 
abrogated, which she could not possibly fulfil? 
But no helping hand was offered to her while 
she begged and asked, and in the end the 
inexorable opponents had first to grant the 
Dawes Plan, then the Young Plan of payment, 
and finally had to entirely liberate Germany of 
reparation payments.

There were other clauses of the Versailles 
Treaty, which after lengthy and fruitless attempts 
of compromise were simply annulled by Ger
many. And surely hardly any fair minded 
and impartial judge, may more than formally or 
strictly judicially blame Germany for having as
serted her right to arm, after the former victorious 
powers have, for 15 years, failed to disarm, thus 
complying on their side also with the stipulations 
of tbe Versailles Treaty. They also failed to carry 
out their promise given to Germany in 1932 that 
she would be treated on a footing of equality, and 
general disarmament would follow. The fiasco of 
the disarmament conference is all too vividly in 
our minds.

Nor could it be said that the terrible blunders 
of the Versailles Treaty were only lately dis
covered. No! And we wish to remind all friends 
of our civilisation that one of the members of the 
British peace delegation, General Smuts, publicly 
and in the most emphatic terms condemned the 
Treaty of Versailles, immediately upon its con
clusion, as an instrument of hatred, as a source 
of new wars and altogether impracticable in most 
of its stipulations. Did not G. M. Keynes, the 
English economist, and most of the world's famous 
students of economics declare the same? While at 
the debates before enacting the Trianon Treaty, 
both in the English and in the French Parliaments
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that treaty was strongly criticised and many a 
warning voice raised against it. Reference to these 
criticisms may be found in "THE HUNGARIAN 
QUESTION IN THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT" 
with an introduction by Roland E. L. Vaughan 
Williams, K .C. (Grant Richards, London S. W. 1.) 
and in Victor Dvortschak's "LA VERITE SUR LE 
TRAITE DE TRIANON" Chez L'Auteur, Paris.

(And how true were all these prophesies. 
Because however strongly some of the Govern
ments of Europe seem to stick to the execution 
of the treaties to the last letter, it is more than 
doubtful, that these Governments represent the 
public sentiment of the majority of their people, 
or that they would have brought welfare and 
satisfaction to the majority of their citizens.)

VERSAILLES AND TRIANON

Until recently it seemed to the world that 
only the Versailles Treaty and its maintenance 
was of supreme importance to the preservation 
of peace, and it is only quite lately that the Dan- 
ubian problem, through the problems of Austrian 
independence and Hungary’s peaceful attempts 
for a revision of the Trianon Treaty, gained con
spicuous prominence in European politics as an 
equally important problem as the Versailles 
Treaty. In our humble opinion the Danubian pro
blem is today of even far greater importance 
that the Versailles Treaty, since the latter’s most 
offensive stipulations, to Germany, were either 
altered —  though belatedly —  by mutual 
agreement, or have been abrogated by Ger
many, especially the military clauses of the Treaty.

And it was good for the world that the 
British Government took the only sensible course 
of action as a reply to Germany's rearmament. 
Since France, the most directly interested Power, 
did not see it right to take forcible action against 
Germany's so-called default, it was quite natural 
that Great Britain would tackle the problem in 
a practical sense and attempt a bilateral arran
gement with Germany. Nor can it surprise any
one that Hitler —  who is by no means such an 
ogre as some people would like to depict him — , 
was able to follow his last year's diplomatic suc
cess, when he made peace with Poland, with an
other clever move in accepting as a limit to Ger
man naval armament, a maritime strength not 
exceeding 35% of the British Navy. Such a policy, 
if followed in Paris, would certainly be a better 
guarantee for French "security", than France's 
attempts to run after the phantom of ,,universal" 
security pacts. Honest peace with your neighbour 
means more than pacts with the man in the moon. 
And those Frenchmen, who lost their savings in 
Russian securities, can only be fooled but surely 
not induced again to build up their security upon 
the quicksand of Russian support.

These considerations bring us back to what 
we said about the importance of the Danubian 
problem and the false axiom of the rigid main
tenance of the treaties of St. Germain, Trianon 
and Neuilly, each of them equally bad as the 
Versailles Treaty. In fact these three treaties are

also the result of the purely war- and hatred- 
imbibed atmosphere of 1919 and 1920, and had 
as ultimate aim not the ending of the war in the 
eastern part of Europe, but were designed as a 
corollary to the Versailles Treaty, as the means 
of completing the defeat of Germany, without 
giving her a chance of ever loosening the iron 
grip her, which France thought necessary to lay 
around Germany. The steel and concrete barriers 
on the French and Belgian border, with the British, 
Belgian and Italian alliances still in force, did 
not seem to be sufficient, and France had to build 
up, on the very first day of the Versailles Treaty, 
a system of alliances, keeping Germany down 
through her supposedly greatest enemy in the 
East: Poland, and keeping defenceless Austria and 
Hungary —  as possible new allies of Germany — 
in the grip of the Little Entente States, armed to 
the teeth.

And yet in the years running by, France, in 
spite of the Locarno Treaty and Kellogg Pact, did 
not feel sufficiently safe and in spite of all at
tempts on the part of Briand, Stresemann or 
Briining, she remained haunted by fear and con
tinued her pinprickings against Germany. The 
result was as to be expected: because you cannot 
keep for ever a proud and virile nation of 60 
million people in a position of moral and legal 
inferiority. And so Hitler, by the faults of France, 
had to come to power and soon afterwards he 
made peace with Poland, making thereby the most 
serious breach in the eastern defensive system of 
France.

THE MILITARY VALUE OF THE 
LITTLE ENTENTE

That breach was increased, when it was 
realised in Paris that after the withdrawal of 
Poland, the military value of the Little Entente 
was practically nil. Czechoslovakia's differences 
with Poland took away the last chance of having 
the latter as military factor against Germany. Rou- 
mania, of course, could never have counted in 
this respect, while the military value of the Serbs 
must be ruled out by the differences between 
Yougoslavia and Italy. And what about the eco
nomic condition of these countries? France must 
have realised that however much the rulers of 
Prague, Bucarest and Belgrade owed to France 
for the political support lent to them, even loans 
(if only mostly for purposes of armament) their 
economic interest drew them towards Germany, the 
most important and nearest consumer of their 
produce.

And last but not least, it should not be for
gotten that none of these three newly invented or 
aggrandised States have as yet been able to con
solidate themselves. Even today none of these 
States can claim to have achieved that aim of 
stability or satisfaction of all their subjects which 
was supposed to be the moral basis of their origin.

The Austro-Hungarian Monarchy was de
stroyed, but what was put in its place did not 
improve the conditions in the Danubian Valley, 
in fact increased the difficulties for the majority 
of the people living in this part of the world.
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In Czechoslovakia the 3.5 million Germans 
have at the last election carried the highest number 
of votes, although merely and only organised in 
the last few months under the leadership of the 
new star Henlein. The Slovaks are politically and 
economically bossed by the Czechs, the Ruthenian 
and Hungarian minorities are practically outlawed.

In Roumania we have the fight between the 
new State and a minority of Hungarians number
ing nearly 2 millions and nearly 700.000 of Ger
mans, who do not receive the treatment guaranteed 
to them by the minority treaties. We also see 
causes of dissensions even among the Roumanians 
of the old kingdom and the Rumanians of higher 
culture, living on formerly Hungarian territories. 
Besides that we have a most powerful Nazi move
ment in Roumania, which is not afraid of even 
murdering a Prime Minister, when they think him 
to be in their way.

In Yougoslavia the last elections have also 
proved that there is no unified Yougoslavia, but 
that there are several southern Slav races, which 
on account of thir grossly divergent political and 
cultural development insist upon having that 
amount of autonomy, which according to their 
conviction, was clearly promised to them at the 
close of the war.

We regret to say, that France instead of draw
ing the right conclusion from these facts, continues 
to run after her phantom of security on the same 
erroneous path as hitherto, instead of attempting 
to accept Germany's offer for friendly negotiations 
France continues her attempts to gain new allies 
to replace Poland and strengthen the Little Entente 
by adding Soviet Russia and Turkey to her net
work of defence. Many a country will resent 
Bolshevik Russia being not only drawn into the 
Continental political intrigue, but even through the 
recently concluded Russian and Czechoslovakian 
alliance, brought as a military factor right into 
the centre of the Continent.

And at the same time Kemal Pasha's Turkey 
closely allied with the Bolsheviks, wishes to rearm 
the Dardanelles to open this passage to the 
Russian Navy into the Mediterranean, and ap
parently also helps to propagate Bolshevik ideas 
in Asia. A ll these seem to us to be merely new 
sources of danger without in the least pacifying 
Central Europe,

Thus the Danubian Valley is again, and more 
than ever, made to be the object and aim of Rus
sian or German imperialistic tendencies, instead 
of being what her geographic position predestines 
he to be: a bar to Russian viz. Eastern invasion 
of the Continent, and equally a bar to such East
ern expansion of Germany, which would not be 
compatible with British and French interests in 
the Near East.

Recently the situation became even more com
plicated by the determination of Mussolini in one 
way or another, to lay his hands upon Abyssinia. 
Italy, which could be a counterpart to Franco- 
Russian predominance in Central Europe, can 
possibly, in case of an eventual Abyssinian war, 
be gravely hampered in all her efforts to assist 
in a reasonable, fair and durable settlement of

Continental problems, above all the problem of 
the Danubian Valley, in which Italy is primarily 
interested.

An equitable and lasting solution of the Dan
ubian chaos would naturally involve a settle
ment of the Austrian and Hungarian problems. 
However strongly France and Italy may oppose 
the Anschluss, their efforts would in the long run 
remain fruitless, unless they give to Austria, be
fore it is too late, the means to independent pros
perity. Had it not been for the foolish methods 
of Hitler to lay hands upon Austria, that country 
would probably long ago have fallen a victim of 
circumstances, and the overwhelming power of 
Germany's economic supremacy. Since it seems to 
be impossible in our times of democracy and right 
to self-determination to create new States, as it 
was the case after the Napoleonic wars and the 
Holy Alliance, when Belgium was established an 
independent and neutral State, one of the first 
requirements of safeguarding Austrian independ
ence would be to extend that safeguard to all 
possible threats against that independence: not
only Germany's desire for an Anschluss, but also 
the Little Entente's continued interference with 
Austria’s internal affairs.

But what do we see again today. How much 
ado about nothing, when Austria abolished a few 
days ago, their anti-Habsburg legislation passed 
upon the spur of the moment of the 1918 Revol
ution. M. Titulescu as the Little Entente spokes
man rushes from one chancellery to the other to 
cry "war!". Why? because the private property of 
the former reigning family is restitued to the law
ful owners and members of the family are allowed 
to return to their homes from their forced exile? 
Or is it perhaps that M. Titulescu and M. Benesh 
realise that their States have not been able to 
reach that stage of consolidation which, according 
to their misleading statements given during the 
war and at the time of the Peace Conference, was 
ipso facto to be reached the moment their breth
ren would be freed from the Austrian yoke? Is 
the love of these liberated brethren for their new 
rulers so ephemeral that the mere appearance of 
the Habsburg family in Austria endangers the 
existence of these new States, allegedly established 
for the good of their people? Under these condi
tions is not the presumption permissible that it is 
not the liberated people, but a very small group 
of statesmen and profiteered of the new state of 
affairs, who want to make their power permanent, 
irrespective of the true will of the people?

HUNGARY’S AIMS

In consideration of all that preceded, we in 
Hungary think that we should also be allowed 
to lay our griefs before the civilised world, should 
not always be accused of threatening the peace, 
when we desire to point out that it is exactly the 
continuation of the present unhealthy conditions 
in the Danbuian Valley, which are a hindrance to 
the reestablishment of confidence, of cooperation 
on political and economic lines among all races, 
who for centuries lived, and until 1914 prospered
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in this part of the world more or less as well as 
in other Continental countries.

What does Hungary desire? The honest appli
cation of those principles for which the Great 
War was fought and which were supposed to be 
embodied in the Peace Treaties. We always 
realised that a policy of everlasting recriminations 
is not likely to bring good results, and have there
fore, in all our past efforts for the reparation of 
our grievances, expressed our willingness to begin 
negotiations for a radical improvement of the 
present political tension and the economic diffi
culties, if only the essential preliminary conditions 
to negotiations as between equal partners were 
first established.

Our neighbours should not resent it, if our 
first condition to the negotiations is our being 
granted the full rights of a sovereign State. The 
right to settle our home problems without outside 
interference, the right to look out for our own 
security, and thus the right to increase our ridic
ulously small army. This increase would any
how be kept within narrow bounds by our financial 
situation and could never mean a serious danger 
to our neighbours, alone on account of our geo
graphical position.

We must also insist that certain stipulations 
of the treaties in favour of Hungary, especially 
those respecting Hungarian minorities in the suc
cession States, be just as strictly adhered to, as 
the Little Entente was able to enforce territorial 
and other stipulations against Hungary.

We must claim that the right of selfdetermi
nation should be honestly applied to all peoples 
living in the Danubian Valley. Last but not least 
we claim that in case of any differences between 
Hungary and her neighbours an instrument should 
be set up, which not only guarantees a true 
and impartial judgement, but is also more 
effective in application than the League of Nations 
has hitherto proved itself to be. If Articles 10 and 
16 of the Covenant are important to the others, 
so is Article 19 to Hungary and should therefore 
be made effective, a live stipulation and not a 
dead letter.

Perhaps Signor Mussolini is going to give its 
true value to this article in the case he should 
use it —  as rumoured —  in his present differences 
with Abyssinia.

Instead of accepting the above points as a 
start to Danubian Pacts and Eastern Locarnos, 
the Little Entente invariably attempts to nail down 
the inviolability of the Trianon Treaty as their 
starting point to any negotiations. Even that 
demand is not followed by a corresponding good
will on their part to keep their obligations toward 
the Hungarian minorities. And just lately the 
persecution of minorities was more and more 
vehement in spite of the fact that the transfer of 
territory was expressly conditional upon the Suc
cession States signing —  not with Hungary but 
with the great Powers —  the international treaties 
for the protestion of racial minorities.

M. Titulescu pleases himself in very often 
advocating the spiritualisation of the frontiers as 
a means of lessening the tension in the Danubian 
Valley. We would welcome his offer if it were

followed by him and Prague and Belgrade by the 
corresponding acts of opening their frontiers for 
free circulation to Hungarian travellers, Hungarian 
literature and to a free exchange of commodities 
between Hungary and the Little Entente States. 
If it were followed by the withdrawal of laws and 
ordinances, which in the Little Entente States 
degrade citizens of Hungarian nationality to second 
class subjects, impaired in their political rights 
and more often than not, made to suffer for their 
nationality in all economic respects as well.

In the long years passed by since the war, 
we in Hungary often deplored the fact that France 
to all appearances fully supported the Little 
Entente's intransigent policy. And if in the begin
ning of these lines we have made France to seem 
somewhat responsible for the troublesome situation 
in Central Europe, every Frenchman, who has 
lately visited Hungary must realize that it is not 
animosity against the French people which prompts 
our criticism of the official French policy, but 
our belief that to all appearances France sub
ordinates her attitude in the Danubian Valley to 
her policy respecting Germany.

And yet Hungary was able to stand the 
iniquities of the last 16 years always willing to 
cooperate with other countries of good will for 
the promotion of civilization and for international 
cooperation. Hungarians are naturally even more 
willing to follow this thorny and tedious path to 
day, when apparently common sense seems to get 
the upper hand in the world. So little is needed 
to put everything right again on this most unhappy 
globe of ours, only more common sense and less 
selfishness.

RECENT EVENTS

In spite of all these political troubles, we have 
every reason to look just now more hopefully 
towards future developments. It was the first time 
yesterday, the 11th July 1935 that leading mem
bers of the British Legion arrived in Budapest to 
pay a visit to their colleagues, the Veterans of 
the Great War. They who know what the world 
war meant, they who can more vividly depict to 
us what a new war would mean. Everybody must 
be grateful to His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales, that, undeterred by any criticism, to which 
his noble public manifestation might lead, he un
reservedly approved of meetings with war 
veterans of former enemy countries. The re
ception of German ex-combatants in England and 
in France proves what a good judge His Royal 
Highness is, of the sentiment of those people who 
are uninfluenced by political intrigues.

Yesterday's memorable debate in the British 
House of Commons was a second most conspicuous 
sign that a turn to the better in European poli
tics is approaching. We can only hope that His 
Majesty's Government will not allow themselves 
to he deterred from their path, which must lead 
us out of our present troubles into a happier 
world, where peoples of all nationalities can again 
shake each other’s hands without fearing in it a 
secretly hidden dagger. In Hungary we lay par
ticular stress upon those words of Sir Samuel
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Hoare, in which he, in our opinion, seemed to 
have admitted that England and France being 
responsible for the arrangement reached in 1919, 
must be interested today in those alterations, which 
inexorable circumstances are now forcing upon the 
world: ” We are the Powers of Western Europe 
primarily responsible for the settlement of 1919. 
We are, therefore, together specifically interested 
in the modifications of the settlements which are 
now being made at the imperious bidding of time” . 
(See "Times“ , July 12, 1935.) We suppose that 
uttering these words Sir Samuel not only thought of 
political troubles, but also thought of the economic 
troubles, which the peace treaties have wrought 
upon the world.

In this belief of ours we are confirmed by 
the statements emanating from participants of the 
last Paris meeting of the International Chamber 
of Commerce, on which occasion it is said that 
the American delegate in unmistakable words
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pointed to the fact that the readjustment of 
currencies, radical changes in the tariff system, 
the abolition of the prevalent autarchtic economic 
system of all countries would not be sufficient to 
eliminate the real causes of the present world 
economic crisis, because one of the chief factors 
of the crisis goes back to the Peace Treaties and 
that their modification seems to be essential to 
the return of sane economics. In some quarters it 
was desired that no reference should be made to 
the Peace Treaties on the occasion of this meeting. 
No motion in this sense was consequently sub
mitted in Paris, but all members present must 
have realized how true and to the point the opinion 
thus expressed was and no hiding before that 
truth could detract from its moral value.

Let us hope that the peoples of the world 
shall not miss this, perharps their last opportunity, 
to listen to "the imperious bidding of time” and 
shall act accordingly.

i

TRANSYLVANIA AND THE DUALISM
1 8 4 8 — 1 9 1 8

by
E u g e n e  H o r v a t h  Ph. D. Professor at the University o f  Budapest

Dr. R. W. Seton-Watson, Masaryk-Professor of Central 
European History — at the University of London — wrote 
the history of the Rumanian nation from Emperor Trajan 
to the Trianon Treaty in English; under the title "History 
of the Roumanians" (Cambridge, 1934, University Press). 
On the Hungarian side appears the work of Eugen 
Horvath, Professor at the University of Budapest, under the 
title "Transylvania and the History of the Rumanians" — 
in which the author intends on the one hand to set in its 
proper perspective the place occupied by the history of 
Transylvania in Hungarian history and in the history of 
the world. On the other hand he desires to examine the 
scientific value of the literature dealing with the Tran
sylvanian question published in recent years, the latest 
specimen of which is the book written by Dr. Seton- 
Watson. With the kind permission of the author, we here 
publish a chapter of his valuable work which deals with 
the Transylvanian Roumanian Question in the years 1867— 
1918.

The chapter devoted by Dr. Seton-Watson to 
the Dualism1 is a scientifically constructed condem
nation of the alleged persecution of the Rumanians. 
Its foundation-stone is the thesis that the Ausgleich 
of 1867 handed Austria over to the tyranny of the 
German, and Hungary to that of the Magyar mino
rity. This is not strictly accurate; for the compro
mise meant the reunion of a Magyar State which 
had been divided since the time of the Turkish 
conquest. That the percentage of Magyars in this 
State had been unfavourably diminished by the ex
tensive German colonization undertaken by the 
Vienna Government to fill the places of the Ma
gyars who had been uprooted by the Turks, made 
no difference to that fact. Three decades of peace
ful development were sufficient to establish the

1 Seton-Watson, op. cit, pp. 390—431.

Magyars in all their old strength. The trouble was 
not in the union but in the policy of the Magyar 
centralists, who had the upper hand at the time of 
the compromise. They imagined that if every citizen 
was given equal rights, that if nobody in Hungary 
—  consequently no Rumanian —  had fewer rights 
than the Magyars themselves, everyone would be 
happy. Disappointment came when they discovered 
that under the protection of universally conceded 
rights, endeavours furthering alien aims began to 
be organized, which, leaning on extraneous Powers, 
sought to break up Hungary's united political 
system.

Not until after the world war was it realized 
that Prince Charles of Rumania had, from the very 
first, been the motive power behind the movement 
which aimed at separating Transylvania from Hun
gary —  of course in order to gain possession for 
himself. As Dr. Seton-Watson in the chapter men
tioned above criticises the nationality policy of the 
Hungarian government, it is necessary to throw 
the light of historical impartiality upon the question 
as to where these separatist movements originated 
and found support.

It is no longer a secret that Charles of Ru
mania's policy in the years between 1866 and 1871 
v/as steered by Bismarck in the direction of the 
Russo-Prussian alliance. This explains the refe
rences to it which are to be found in the Vienna 
state Archives, in the protocols both of the Hun
garian and the joint Cabinet Councils and in the 
Archives of the Hungarian Government. (We find, 
for instance, the Rumanian Minister for Foreign
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Affairs informing his agent in Paris on the 5-th 
June 1867 that Condiano, a Rumanian officer, had 
left for Hungary with the knowledge and consent 
of the Rumanian Government, and had arrived 
safely in Budapest.2 As, however, the Hungarian 
Government had information from the Transyl
vanian authorities that Candiano was agitating 
among the Rumanians there, the Cabinet Council 
of the 22-nd July ordered him to be conveyed ,,in 
a decent manner” over the frontier.3 The Austrian 
and Hungarian Governments were seriously 
alarmed by Rumanian military preparations; in 
fact Rumanian troops were being concentrated on 
the Hungarian frontiers and serious incidents oc
curred. This induced Count Julius Andrassy, the 
Hungarian Prime Minister to draw Charles' atten
tion to Magyar-Rumanian joint interests which had 
apparently escaped him. At the beginning of 1869 
Bismarck seconded this, and advised Charles to 
come to an agreement with the Monarchy.4 In spite 
of this, however, Transylvania in the year 1869 
was thrown into consternation by the report that 
the Rumanian troops were preparing to invade the 
country.5 Francis Joseph himseif appealed to Char
les, who went to Vienna. But the imperial govern
ment had secret information that in spite of that 
visit Rumania was working to separate Eastern 
Hungary from the mother-country.6 Thereupon 
Napoleon warned Rumania against interfering with 
Transylvania.7 The warning was very necessary, 
for Jonel Bratianu, who spoke of a ,,Rumanian 
dagger in Transylvania's heart” was, even accord
ing to the Rumanians themselves, in the service of 
Russian interests.8

These Russian interests involved Rumania 
in the Russo-Turkish war of 1877— 1878, in which 
she lost Bessarabia. We cannot here go into the 
details: it: will suffice to say that because of the 
Russo-Rumanian action Transylvania had to be 
reinforced. It is true that the Rumanians them
selves became aware of the danger which lurked 
in an alliance with Russia, and that the Rumanian 
press quite unexpectedly pointed to the conclu
sion of an alliance with Hungary as the task 
awaiting Rumanian policy. But in the same year, 
maps on which the river Tisza marked as the 
western boundary of Rumania9 were introduced 
into Rumanian school books, and Rumanian agents 
appeared once more among the Rumanian of 
Transylvania and the Banate.

Rumania became an independent State in 
1878 and a kingdom in 1881. It is an open secret 
that the programme of the Rumanian National 
Party in Hungary and Transylvania in 1881 was 
drafted in Bucarest with the knowledge and con
sent of Charles, and that the demand for Transyl

2 N. Jorga, Correspondance diplomatique roumaine sous 
le roi Charles I-er, 1866—80, pp. 20—21, Paris, 1923.

3 For details see E. Horvath, Magyar diplomacia, 1815— 
1918, pp. 112 and 183— 184. Budapest, 1928.

4 1869. February 2. D. Sturdza, Charles I-er, roi de
Roumaine, vol. I. p. 585. Bucarest, 1899.

6 For details see E. Horvath, op. cit. pp. 113— 114 
and 184.

6 For details see ibid., pp, 113— 115.
7 Jorga, op, cit. pp. 34—36.
8 Ibid. p. 61.
9 Horvath, op cit. pp. 115 and 186.

vanian autonomy contained in it originated with 
the King of Rumania himself. To outside influence 
may also be ascribed the inundation of Transyl
vania with subversire tracts, which was carried 
out by the Liga Culturale, formed in Bucarest in 
1891, and which led to diplomatic action. The 
memorandum popularizing the programme of 1881 
was composed under a similar influence. It 
appeared in print in 1882.10 By 1890 it had grown 
into a memorandum accusing the Hungarian Go
vernment,11 a Transylvanian variation of which 
was sent to the Emperor. These concentric Ruma
nian attacks were all directed against the Ma
gyars, and their object was to separate Transyl
vania gradually from the Hungarian Crown. By 
fostering the feeling of dissatisfaction in Transyl
vania, Charles hoped to be in a position to collect 
the price of the pact in which he had lent his 
support to the Triple Alliance of 1882. For this 
support he hoped, with the help of Austria and 
Germany, to secure Transylvania for his own 
kingdom. This was why political offenders fled 
from justice to Rumanian territory as did Aurel 
C. Popovici and Eugene Brote, the authors of the 
"Republica"13 written in 1892 as an answer to the 
Hungarian "Valasz" (Reply) to the Memo
randum” .

In these struggles the Daco-Roman concep
tion unexpectedly rose to the surface. The ex
planation is that when the Orthodox Greek Church 
in Hungary and Transylvania was granted full 
autonomy it won an independence unexampled 
in any western European country. Even Dr. 
Seton Watson-acknowledges this. And what was 
of much greater signicance: the self-governing 
Orthodox Rumanian National Church in those 
countries became possessed of possibilities of poli
tical evolution such as independent political and 
national formations are entitled to enjoy. Moreover 
it came automatically under the ecclesiastical juris
diction of the Orthodox State Church in Rumania 
and as an Orthodox unit, became member of the 
Orthodox Greek community of interests held to
gether by Russia. Here lies the explanation of the 
links between Russia, on the one hand, and the 
Bucarest Liga Culturale and other irredentist or
ganizations on the other. It is also, to a certain 
extent, the explanation of the Daco-Roman policy, 
in which Russia foresaw the best means of under
mining the strength of Austria-Hungary. And so 
King Charles' kingdom was caught between the 
grinding millstones of two mutually antagonistic 
forces. As an ally of Germany and Austria-Hun
gary Rumania was bound to struggle against the

10 Memorandum im Auftrage der Generalkonferenz der 
zu Hermannstadt von 12. bis 14 Mai 1881 versammelten Ver- 
treter der rumanischen Wahler verfasst und veroffentlicht 
vom entstendeten Ausschusse derselben. Nagyszeben, 1882.

11 Memoriul studentiler universitari romani privitore le 
situatiunea Romanilor din Transylvania si Ungaria. Bucarest, 
1891.

12 Memorandum Romanilor din Transylvania si Ungaria 
catra Majestate sa Imperiala si Regala Apostolica Francisc 
Josif I. Nagyszeben, 1892,

13 Chestiunea romana in Transylvania si Ungaria. 
Replica junimii academice romane din Transilvania si 
Ungaria la „Responsul“ dat de junimea academica maghiara 
,,Memoriul'' studentiler universitari din Romania. Nagysze
ben, 1892.
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Slav Powers and their influence, while, at the same 
time, her effort to weaken Hungary only served to 
strengthen the Slav forces. W e cannot here attempt 
to make an exhaustive examination of Rumania's 
foreign policy, though valuable and detailed works 
of reference are now at the historian's disposal.14 * 
But we must describe in detail the movement with 
which Dr. Seton-Watson is closely associated and 
which from 1896, i. e. from the time of the Magyar 
millenary jubilee, worked to obtain reconstruction 
of the Monarchy on lines advocated by anti-Magyar 
politics. This movement lasted up to the end of the 
world war —  roughly till 1920 —  that is to say 
for a quarter of a century.

In his chapter on Rumania and the Balkan 
problem Dr. Seton-Watson gives us the history of 
diplomatic activity between 1908 and 1914, in which 
he, himself, played a distinguished part. We are 
therefore compelled to regard that chapter as a 
kind of memoir, the more so because all matter of 
importance from the standpoint of the other side, 
is suppressed. No mention is made of how Russia 
elaborated her great plans towards the realization 
of which she was allowed a free hand by the 
Western Powers. She would never have been given 
that free hand had not France and England, who 
were organizing against Germany, stood in need of 
her military support. The first use Russia made of 
the mandate v/as to cultivate the germ of Panslav
ism out of the Belgrade events of 1903. England 
regarded this development with some uneasiness, 
but for the time being Russia was engaged in an 
unsuccessful war with Japan, and it was only after 
the conclusion of this war that it became feasible 
to introduce the new idea into European politics. 
Then the British Government took the matter in 
hand in co-operation with the French and Russian 
experts of the Balkan Committee in London, paved 
the wav to a Bulgaro-Serb movement. In its final 
issues this movement was a Russo-Serb co-opera
tion, to detach Bosnia and Hercegovina from the 
Dual Monarchy and draw Rumanian into the 
sphere of Slav politics. At that time Dr. Seton- 
Watson set about the task of studying Central 
European politics. He repaired to Vienna, where 
he came in touch with those centralistic Austrian 
circles which were labouring to reconstruct the 
Pan-Austria of 1848 in the form of a Peoples' 
Empire for the Crown Prince Francis Ferdinand. 
How very essential to future developments the 
weakening of the Magyars was, may be seen from 
the fact that the federalists, also (whose leaders 
were the Rumanian Aurel Popovici and the Czech 
Thornes Masaryk), were seeking to come into 
power through the medium of the Crown Prince's 
plans. Dr. Seton-Watson does not appear to notice 
that here were three different trends, one behind 
the other, against which the Magyar nation stood 
in need of protection. For there could be no doubt

14 Amongst others C. Cialdea, La politica estera della 
Romania nel quarantennie prebellico, 1875— 1914. Bologna,
1933., W. G. East, The Union of Moldavia and Wallachia,
1859. Cambridge, 1929., P. Henry, L'abdication du Prince 
Cusa et l'avenement de la dynastie Hohenzollern ou trone 
de Roumanie. Paris, 1929., E. Horvath, Romania kiilpoliti- 
kaja, 1856— 1920. Kiiliigyi Szemle III. Budapest, 1923. pp. 
67—89., T. W. Riker, The making of Rumania. Oxford, 1933.

that a realization of a Great Austrian Monarchy 
contemplated by Francis Ferdinand's friends would 
have meant the end of Hungary's independence. 
Very similar to this idea was the plan of the Ru
manian publicist, Popovici. This was a scheme for 
a federate ,.United States of Austria"16 which 
pleased Dr. Seton-Watson so much. Popovici, 
ignoring the sovereignty of Austria and Hungary, 
treated the whole Monarchy as one single political 
formation. For Hungary the danger of this plan 
was that it contemplated a division of the country 
similar to that which was effected in 1920 by the 
Paris treaties —  a fact admitted by the federalists 
themselves after the war. Hungarian political opi
nion cannot therefore be blamed for having clung 
to national traditions and a historical constitution, 
instead of welcoming new experiments, as yet 
wholly untried. It is hardly necessary to state that 
the third plan ran contrary to the interests of the 
Magyar nation, for everybody knows that the aim 
of the separatist movement, in which Masaryk 
played the role of leader was the partition of the 
Monarchy.

From the very beginning Transylvania and the 
Rumanian question, occupied a prominent position 
in these plans. Rumania, it is true, had been a 
member of the Triple Alliance from 1883 on. She 
had renewed the treaty from time to time; for the 
last time in 1913 for a term of seven years (till 
1920). But within the frame of the Triple Alliance 
Rumania never had the will to be on good terms 
with Hungary. King Charles could hardly expect 
his plans to ripen and bear fruit with Hungary's 
help: the Hungary from which he wished to tear 
away Transylvania. Austria was his hope; for 
Austria was willing to satisfy his ambitions. Gene
ral Conrad's memoirs tell us that the basis chosen 
for Austrian military co-operation was Transyl
vania. His other hope was Germany, whom he held 
in permanent reserve ready to interfere, should 
occasion arise, in the Magyar-Rumanian question, 
which had not yet been definitely settled. Neither 
Francis Ferdinand nor General Conrad —  not even 
King Charles —  imagined that the separatist 
movement would wish to solve the problem of a 
united Rumanian nation by joining Russia in a 
war against Germany and Austria, or that Ru
mania would offer herself as the vanguard of the 
Russian army.

This, we think, was the real sequence of events 
and not what Dr. Seton-Watson would have us 
believe.

In the order of things Francis Ferdinand's 
centralist schemes held the first place. The Ru
manian point of view was represented by Aurel 
Popovici's work „Die Vereinigten Staaten von 
Gross Oesterreich”  (Leipzig, 1906), Through his 
Austrian centralist friends he had it brought to 
the attention of the Crown Prince. Popovici's con
ception rested on the foundation of Rumanian 
unity, and he tried to show that a united Ru
manian nation would be one of the mighty pillars 
upon which the new imperial realm would be 
built up. In that case Hungary would have been

18 C. A. Popovici, Die Vereinigten Staaten von Gross- 
Oesterreich, Leipzig, 1906.
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surrounded on the north by a Czech, on the south 
by a Croat, and on the east by a Rumanian State. 
This arrangement would have forced the encircled 
Empire of the Habsburgs to burn to the German 
alliance; for otherwise the Habsburgs would either 
have continued to rule leaning on Russia, or have 
found themselves, defenceless, confronted by the 
Romanovs, who by that time had the support of 
the Serb-Rumanian Orthodox peoples reinforced 
by the Czechs. When in 1909 Francis Ferdinand 
visited Bucarest the Rumanians, throwing the 
Hungarian flag into the Prahova, hailed him as 
their Emperor. In his statements to Jonel Bratianu, 
Prime Minister, the Crown Prince gave promises 
to Rumania at the expense of the Hungarian State, 
and in view of his statements it is not surprising 
that the rumours which spread after his visit caused 
no little agitation in Hungary. What his promises 
were came to light only in 1919 when Count Otto- 
kar Czernin, the Crown Prince's trusted ad
herent, who had been Austrian minister to Ru
mania, published his memoirs (lm  Weltkriege). 
Then we learnt that Transylvania was to be ceded 
to Rumania, in return for which Rumania would 
have become part of Francis Ferdinand's future 
empire. As far as Hungary was concerned, Trianon 
was not much worse than this would have been.

Popovici's proposal of a federate Monarchy 
provided the basis for a constructive plan, with 
the help of which certain political circles hoped 
to weaken Germany's ally, and make it impossible 
for her to aid that country should the need arise. 
The plan to weaken the Monarchy brought the 
federalists into line with the separatist movement, 
with the result that eventually the federalists went 
over to the camp of those who advocated dismem
berment. Popovici went over and so did his patrons 
in Western Europe, the British publicists William
H. Steed and Dr. Seton-Watson. The federalists 
were theorists who stopped half-way, and they 
were brushed aside by the separatists, who, instead 
of an ephemeral federation, insisted upon a per
manent solution. As early as 1910 Masaryk took 
up the cudgels in favour of partition, the prac
tical realization of which was set in motion by 
the war clouds of 1911. It was then that Hartwig, 
the Russian minister in Belgrade offered Transyl
vania to Rumania, and at that time too the diplo
matic work which in 1913 brought Rumania over 
to Serbia's side was begun. If we consider the geo
graphy of the II. Balkan League we shall be sur
prised to find that the Treaty of Bucarest united 
Serbia and Rumania in an alliance which embraced 
Austria-Hungary in a semi-circle from Bosnia to 
Bukovina, and ensured for itself the support of 
imperial Russia. In other words Russia and Serbia 
taking Rumania —  Austria-Hungary's ally — 
between them advanced on the Monarchy.

It follows naturally that this combine would 
not have been too pleased to see the negotiations 
set on foot between the political leaders of the 
Rumanians in Hungary and the Hungarian Govern
ment, brought to a successful issue. Count Stephen 
Tisza, Prime Minister, reviving Wesselenyi's plan, 
strove perseveringly to realize it, but when he had 
won the day against one opponent, the Russian 
separatist, the other, the Austrian centralists, at

tacking from behind, managed to frustrate his 
hopes. It was only after the war, when Transyl
vania had been incorporated in the Rumanian 
State that Julius Maniu, who had been negotiating 
for the Rumanians, confessed in the Bucarest Par
liament that in 1894 the Rumanian War Ministry 
forced him to take an oath that he would separate 
Transylvania from Hungary. At the time of the 
negotiations in 1914 he appeared to be genuinely 
anxious to achieve a compromise, for when they 
were unexpectedly broken off, the Rumanians in
dignantly denied that they were responsible for 
failure. Now as the break did not come from the 
Hungarian Government, who could have brought it 
about? Who found it to their interests to prevent 
rapprochement? Only after the close of the world 
war did we learn that behind Tisza's back Francis 
Ferdinand promised Rumania more than the Hun
garian Government could afford to give without 
injury to the Hungarian State. It was Francis Fer
dinand's promises which made further negotiation 
superflous.

Hardly had the negotiations come to an end 
on the 17-th February 1914 when on the 19-th the 
chancery of the Hungarian Greek Catholic Bishop
ric in Debrecen was bombed. The clues led to Ru
mania, to Russian hands. We may infer that 
Russia, which was the motive power behind Ru
mania against Hungary, was convinced that the 
Rumanians in Hungary had broken off conversa
tions, and that the explosion was the signal for a 
general armed uprising. But the Rumanians, who 
had never fought with such weapons, indignantly 
denied the imputation, and Hungarian public opi
nion, too did not entertain the idea. This was the 
first overt attack against the Hungarian State. 
According to the sources of information at our 
disposal, Russia must have sponsored the outrage.

Dr. Seton-Watson merely touches on the Deb
recen outrage,16 but he admits that Popovici sub
mitted his proposal to Francis Ferdinand in 1911, 
and that the Crown Prince's friends were his sup
porters.17 He forgets, however, to mention the visit 
of the Czar and Czarina to Constanza on the 14-th 
June 1914, although it was an important sequel to 
the visits of the Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Sasonov, and of the Rumanian Prime Minister, 
Bratianu, to Transylvania, when Sasonov promised 
Transylvania to Rumania on condition that Ru
mania would consent to join Russia. Dr. Seton- 
Watson's book contains no mention of that mo
mentous event, but constantly presents Hungary in 
the light of an aggressor. It would otherwise be 
difficult to justify what followed.

Subsequent events, however, adequately de
monstrate that Rumania was thrust into the world 
war by Russia (as early as 1911 prediction of this 
was possible) and also that Rumania disregarded 
her own interests in turning against the Monarchy; 
for having received Transylvania through Russia's 
promises, her future henceforth was dependent 
upon Russian hegemony.

There is nothing extraordinary in the fact that

16 Seton-Watson, op. cit. p, 431,
17 Ibid., pp. 469—471.
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Dr. Seton-Watson attempts to justify Rumania's 
annexation of Transylvania with the Gyulafehervar 
Resolution. Upon this he builds up a justification 
of the Treaty of Trianon which on the 4-th June 
1920 created the unity of the Rumanian race.

The revolution of 1918 certainly abolished the 
Dualism which beginning in 1848, had developed

in the Danube Valley. If Dr. Seton-Watson finds 
the greatest failing of that Dualism in the fact that 
its construction was not favourable to the interests 
of the peoples living in Hungary, let 'him blame 
those who cured the faults of the Monarchy by 
destroying it, for the sufferings which those peoples 
are undergoing at the present time.

ON THE YUGOSLAV SITUATION
by

Iv o  F ra n k , ex-member o f  the Croatian Sabor.

Though the elections of May 5th. procured for 
Jefti<£ a parliamentary majority, they proved at the 
same time that the Croatian people, uncrushed by 
the six years of dictatorship, henceforward continues 
to yearn for the fulfilment of its national claim and 
rejects the erroneous ideal of the "national unity" 
which that party raised to the height of the highest 
state principle.

In Croatia, Dalmatia, Bosnia and the Szeremseg 
(a part of Croatia), these historical Croatian units, 
the Croatian national list received a two thirds ma
jority of the delivered votes. This majority, in the 
case of even a partially free election — and there 
would be no doubts concerning this — would have 
reached a 90°/o result, similar to the Saar district 
plebiscite.

The Jeftic government could have been expected 
to reckon with this election result and to pursue a 
new course against the Croatians. Instead of this, 
threats and demands were heard issuing from the 
ranks of the government party majority, which led to 
suppose that the Jeftic system was preparing for 
further persecutions of the Croatians.

In the meantime, general Zifkovic, with the aid 
of the "Croatian ministers", exploded the Jeftic mi
nistry, and after the customary negotiations with the 
government-council — into which they involved Vla
dimir Macek, also, they proceeded to form the Stoja- 
donovic government.

The Yugoslavian government press very cleverly 
represented this personal change as a great political 
victory of the Croatians.

On July 4th. occurred the new Prime Minister's 
programme-declaration. It was to be seen in advance 
that the government would not change its course, but 
the Yugoslav public opinion hoped to hear at least 
a report of the fundamental changes of internal policy 
from the mouth of the new premier. From the very 
beginning, the Croatians reduced their expectations to 
the minimum, but the declaration of the Prime Mi
nister offered even less.

Everything remained unaltered. The foundation of 
the new cabinet continued to be the constitution of 
1931, and the highest principle the ideal of the "Na
tional Unity". This was the frame for the Premier's 
promise of election reform as well as the extension 
of political rights and the autonomy of the Bans&g.

Every Croatian is convinced that Yugoslavia’s 
most urgent problem, the gratification of the Croatian 
people, cannot be solved on the basis of the Constitu
tion of 1931. This constitution wounded the Croatian 
nation mortally in two vital places. First, by denying

the existence of the Croatians, and second, by rend
ing the Croatian territorial units to pieces.

The Croatians cannot and will never yield as 
regards these two points, and as the new cabinet in
sists upon carrying out the Constitution of 1931, there 
is no prospect for the smoothing down of the con
trasts.

Not even the promised reforms can alter the 
situation noticeably and least of all the prospective 
election bill. For the most liberal and progressive 
election bill could, at the most, do no more than in
crease the number of Croatian's in the Common Par
liament.

As regards the extension of the autonomy of the 
Bansag that has been promised by every government 
since 1932. The Croatians do not even desire this. 
They demand the complete unlimited state autonomy 
as regards the Croatian territories. After all, they 
constitute a nation, and not a political party which 
could be bought with personal and objective con
cessions. The struggle of the Croatians is not a party- 
struggle, but the movement of a self-conscious people, 
an effort to attain unity and independence.

If, in spite of all this, the centralists insist on 
adhering to the constitution which does not acknow
ledge the Croatians as constituting a nation, they will 
step on a false path which will not lead out of the 
difficulty.

The new Prime Minister does praiseworthy efforts 
to apply the laws in force as liberally as possible. 
This can be noticed especially in the field of the press 
and the right-of-assembly. Amnesty was also pro
claimed, this, however, referring only to the election 
misdemeanours. On the other hand, the state-defence- 
court is working with full steam. Quite recently, 
numerous Croatian grammar-school boys of 17—48 
have been sentenced to years of prison, while hund
reds of Croatians still languish in exile.

It is impossible to regulate the Croatian question 
with the prevailing methods. The knot, which the 
sixteen years old Serbian-Croatian contrasts entangled 
but all the more, and which — due to Jan. 6th. 1929 
— became unsolvable, cannot be disentangled bv 
means of political intrigues, personal concessions and 
scattered crumbs. Only a manly and resolute sword- 
cut could undo it.

The South-Slav State's construction — the three 
factors of which: the Serbians, Croatians and Slovens 
united to form the new state at that time — should 
have happened in a natural trial form, — excluding 
all endeavours towards hegemony.
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Instead of this, we see a centralistic unity-forma
tion, the constitution of which ruins both state and 
people.

If the leading statesmen of Belgrade wish to pre
serve Yugoslavia, they must find means wherewith —

and this is possible even by maintaining the authority 
of the creator of the prevailing state- and national 
unity-conception — to create a situation including the 
probability of solving Yugoslavia’s internal political 
problems among her peoples on an equal standing.

P O L I T I C A L M O S A I C
BBMBKmassaBSBJsssasamBBBmmmK&sasmamEsmBMBBSKsa

THE PRIME-MINISTER ON HUNGARIAN 
FOREIGN-POLICY QUESTIONS

During discussions of the 1935,36 Budget on 
June 21. in the Hungarian House of Peers, Julius 
Gombos, Prime-Minister touched questions of foreign- 
policy in his speech

Among others, he said: ,;The Danube Conference 
the source of so much expectation, is postponed. At 
present, the affair of the Danube Conference is in the 
background, probably because the self-same states 
which ought to make known their final view-points 
at the Danube Conference — as regards the question 
of equality of rights — to a certain degree refrain 
from accepting the equality of rights, because the 
present prevailing one-sided European condition, this 
one-sided, false centre of gravity in the field of 
European policy is exceedingly favourable to certain 
states — which — for this reason are not at all in
clined to alter this situation.

We have stated already, that, clearly on the 
ground of justice and truth, and true to the spirit and 
institution of the League of Nations, we demand the 
equality of rights — which we should be granted not 
only on the ground of the principle of truth and 
justice, but because we have deserved it for behaving 
correctly and fairly in every respect.

We ask for the general conscription, a maximum 
of two years of service, the same armaments as the 
Little Entente — aerial weapons included — and 
when we shall have been granted all this — I empha
size — that the peace-time military strength of Hun
gary will still be less than the that of the state of 
the Little Entente possessing the least military power, 
so that there need be no fear of danger from Hungary 
even in the case of her being endowed with equal 
rights to the degree of 100°/o. We thus come forward 
with arguments strong enough to defy any attempt at' 
refutation and which we represent with becoming 
dignity and self-esteem.

This is what interests us. It is interesting, further
more, to note what will become of the territory 
revision from a view-point of principles and also the 
fate of the minority questions. For it is first and fore
most the duty of mutilated Hungary to call the atten
tion of the world to the grievances which the Hun
garian minority continually suffers.

Thirdly, we raise the question that the formation 
of the international economic and financial situation 
is not independent of the formation of the Hungarian 
economic and financial situation. We are convinced 
that we can surmount the present prevailing economic

situation wisely and judiciously if — regarding the 
economic questions and first of all that of financial 
aid — we discuss with the international forums the 
special Hungarian desires. This belongs to the great 
question-complex which we want to make known to 
the international public.

Germany, as a powerful country of 70 million 
inhabitants, its special geographical position endow
ing it with predominance, sought to assert its rights 
in other ways. From the very moment when Germany 
declared its equality and reverted to the general con
scription, I have represented the view-point that Hun
gary may not follow Germany on this path. We 
profess the standpoint in principle that the peace 
treaty contains fixed rights for us and it is not only 
our duty to respect these as well as our obligations 
— but first of all it is the duty of those who dictated 
the peace terms.

We claim our rights on this juridical ground and 
in the consciousness of the moral superiority which 
Hungary commands in the representation of her 
claims — because we are convinced that of all the 
defeated states we were treated the most injustly at 
the signing of the peace treaties. I am convinced that 
the world acknowledges already that Hungary is 
destined to play a leading role in the basin of the 
Carpathians and in East-Europe — and admits that 
it is preposterous to discuss politics and to hunt 
international solutions in the Danube Basin with the 
exclusion of Hungary. We trust that this discrimina
tion will assert itself also in practice, if a peaceful 
settlement of the questions is earnestly sought for.”

In a later part of his speech, the Prime Minister 
spoke of the Hungarian revision claims as follows: 
"Even to-day, if I were to -form the government from 
anew, I should rate the revision as the first and most 
important Hungarian problem. It must be brought to 
the knowledge of the world that this question is not 
a private one in Hungary but it is the affair of the 
whole nation. The world must know that in the basin 
of the Carpathians there lives a nation which sacri
ficed much for the existence of Europe, for Christia
nity, for the integrity of other nations and this nation 
has suffered a terrible injustice."
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THE DEPUTATION OF THE BRITISH LEGION
AT BUDAPEST

Led by Colonel Ashwendet and Major Cohen, 
the deputation of the British Legion arrived at Buda
pest from Vienna July 11th. — to effect a closer 
intercourse with the Hungarian Front-Combatants 
Association and in order to discuss the possibilities 
of a brother-in-arms connection. The representatives 
of the English Front-Combatants, from the moment 
of their landing from the St. Stephen ship till their 
departure, were accorded the most heartfelt greetings 
by the Hungarian public, which followed them with 
numerous signs of their affection. Their first visit, 
guided by Lieutenant-General Count Takacs-Tolvay 
(president of the Hungarian Assoc.) led them to the 
Hungarian Front-Combatants Association — where the 
directorate welcomed them. At the City Hall they 
were received by Liber, the vice-mayor of Budapest, 
the Hungarian Ministry of Defence, the Knights' As
sociation and the National Association of the Dis
abled also having itself represented. After the speeches 
of several Hungarian orators, Colonel Ashwendet 
expressed his thanks for the welcome — which he 
called a moment of historic importance. "The Front- 
Combatants of every nation”, declared he, "know what

war, suffering, and death mean — and this is all the 
more reason for them to co-operate beyond the 
boundaries of their countries." Major Cohen asserted 
that the nations should settle their debates, not with 
death and destruction, but at the green table. On 
this occasion they sent a telegraph expressing their 
homage to the Prince of Wales,

Colonel Ashwendet placed a wreath of red 
poppies from Flanders at the Memorial of the Heroic 
Dead, the four corners of which were decorated with 
blazing torches. In the evening a banquet of 400 
covers was given in honour of the English guests, at 
which Sir Ramsay, English Ambassador appeared also. 
Count Takacs-Tolvay proposed the health of King 
George V., while Embassador Ramsay toasted Nicholas 
Horthy, the Regent of Hungary, The English guests 
were received by the Regent at a private audience. 
The series of celebrations were concluded by the 
lunch given by the Hungarian Front-Combatants' Pre
sidency in honour of the British Deputation, and the 
English Embassy's reception. Colonel Ashwendet and 
Major Cohen left Budapest on July 17th.

CHAOS IN RUMANIA’S DOMESTIC POLICY
AND FINANCES

The position of M. Tatarescu's government is 
severely endangered by the attacks voiced at the 
party-meeting of the National Peasant Party. In Jassi, 
before an audience of 40—50.000 people, the former 
Finance-Minister, M. Virgil Madgearu and the Pre
sident of the Peasant Party, Jon Michalache spoke 
of the mistakes and the crimes of the present liberal 
government. In Kolozsvar the Front in Defence of 
the Constitution, consisting of the parties of General 
Avarescu and M. Gheorghe Bratianu, held an extremely 
crowded meeting, demanding the strict observance of 
the constitution.

The most important political leaders kept away 
from the festivities celebrated on June 8th, the anni
versary of King Charles II return to the country. 
Among others, Gheorghe Bratianu, Junian, Maniu, 
General Avarescu and even the President of the 
Government-Party, Dinu Bratianu did not put in an 
appearance.

The government's position is rendered even more 
difficult by the divergence of opinion with regard to 
the modification of the constitution prevailing within 
the Liberal Party itself. M. Dinu Bratianu is absolutely 
opposed to any constitutional modification, while 
M. Tatarescu is positively in favour of them..

The situation in the Governmental Party has 
further deteriorated in consequence of the abuses 
committed by some younger members of the party, 
the "H" group .which have been divulged on the hand 
of the so-called "Petrol-scandal” . This affair is being 
constantly discussed in the columns of the "Univer- 
sul", a Bucarest daily: recently this organ declared 
emphatically that the country could not remain any 
longer in the hands of bandits. ("Universul” , June 
26th., 1935.) Dinu Bratianu sides with those who 
opened the attack against the members of the party 
involved in this scandalous affair, while Tatarescu 
cannot do without the support of the "H" group.

The chaos prevailing at present in Rumania's 
finances is clearly demonstrated in an article by M. 
Madgearu, published in the June 26th issue of the 
"Dreptatea” , the official organ of the Peasant Party. 
It points out, amongst others, that the financial year 
1933—34 closed with a budget-deficit of 3 milliards 
and that a further deficit of 4 milliards has been 
incurred for the year 1934—35. Together with the 
deficit of the State-Railways, amounting to 1 milliard
600.000 lei, the total deficit is of 6 milliard lei. More
over an inner loan has been contracted and a bill 
passed ordaining this sum to be employed in its total 
for the needs of the army. However 700 millions out 
of the loan have been used not for armaments but 
for the purposes of administration. The law of con
version resulted in a net profit of 4 milliards for the 
liberal banks, while Tatarescu had alleged that con
version was to serve the interests of the rural popula
tion. Madgearu puts the sum spent by the government 
in order to indemnify the banks at 15 milliard lei. 
Taxes too have been raised by the government, con- 
sumption-taxes alone showing an increase of 3 mill
iards. According to Madgearu, the government signed 
commercial treaties of doubtful value and concluded 
shameful agreements based on compensation, making 
thus the country the prey of certain individuals. He 
makes mention in his article of a financial transac
tion with foreign exchange in the value of 2 milliard 
lei, in which M. Moldovan, President of the Senate 
took a share, seeing that he is the President of the 
entreprise having effected this transaction. Madgearu 
finishes his article by saying that Germany wants 
war, Hungary the revision of the Peace-Treaty, Bul
garia the New-Dobrudsha and that, while the horizon 
is aflame in the Far-East and the manufactures of 
arms are at work throughout Europe, in Rumania the 
crisis has reached unprecedented proportions.
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JEHLICKA, THE PRESIDENT OF THE SLOVAK 
NATIONAL COUNCIL REVEALS THE NEWEST INTRIGUE

OF BENES’ NEWSPAPER
After the Catholic Congress had come to an end 

in Prague at the end of June, the Ceske Slovo (a 
newspaper having close connections with Benes, Czech- 
slovak minister of foreign affairs) entertained its 
readers with the news that Francis Jehlicka, ex-uni
versity-professor, the president of the Slovak National 
Council and the leader of the Slovak emigration was 
alleged to be prohibited from taking part in a re
vision movement by the Pope under pain of ex- 
communication. Jehlicka, with regard to this article 
published by the Czechslovakian paper, in the July 
11th. number of the "Uj Nemzedek" of Budapest, 
declared that he learned of this newest trick of Benes 
with astonishment and pity. The arguments of the 
Slovak National Council are so decisively overwhelm
ing and its data so grave, that Prague does not even 
try to refute them, her only hope being to be able to 
muzzle Jehlicka, However, she ought to know that 
whatever Masaryk and Benes were allowed to do 
during the war ought also to be permissible for 
Jehlicka now. They sought to check his work by call

H O W  M I N O R
C Z E C 1I O - S L O  V A K I A

MINORITIES DEMAND EXTENSION 
OF LINGUISTIC RIGHTS 

IN PARLIAMENT
Deputies Frank, of the Sudete German (Henlein) 

Party, Szent-Ivany, of the Magyar National Party, 
and Luschka, of the German Christian Socialist Party, 
have submitted a Bill demanding that the President 
of the House of Deputies and of the Senate respecti
vely shall provide for a translation into German, 
Magyar, Ruthenian and Polish of Government propos
als and for a simultaneous distribution of the original 
text and the translations.

THE HUNGARIANS (MAGYARS) 
OF CZECHO-SLOVAKIA INSIST 

ON RIGHT OF SELF- 
DETERMINATION

During the discussion of the programme of the 
third Malypetr Government in the new Czecho-Slovak 
House of Deputies, on June 19th. Geza Sziillo, Pre
sident of the parliamentary club of the Hungarian 
(Magyar) Parties, opened the debate and established 
the fact that the expose of Government "contained 
neither new conceptions nor any signs of foresight, 
and in particular fails to stress the most important 
moment of all — which has to be taken into account 
— , that this Republic is not a national, but a national
ity, State".

"Should the Czecho-Slovak Government" — con
tinued Deputy Sziillo — "desire to maintain this

ing the attention of the Holy See to it, for the Vatican 
had acknowledged the Czechslovakian State and its 
borders, how dared this simple priest Jehlicka struggle 
against this state and its boundaries? The fact that 
the Vatican, after a period of 17 years, finally decided 
to take notice of the changed political conditions 
and to divide its Church-States according to the 
altered boundaries of Hungary and Czechoslovakia in 
the new modus vivendi-caused the Czechoslovakian 
press to proclaim victoriously: Lo, even the Vatican 
acknowledges our boundaries to be definitely valid 
and unalterable. She strengthens Trianon! But the 
fact that the Vatican acknowledges a state does not 
mean value-judgement, the approval of the state, in 
a word, it is not equivalent to moral appreciation. 
It is but the acknowledgement of a mere fact. Hun
gary, too, acknowledged Czechslovakia and yet the 
whole Hungarian nation demands revision. Poland 
acknowledged her also and yet demands the district 
of Teschen.

I T I E S L I V E
Republic as a strong State, it must not follow that 
policy in relation to the nationalities which — so 
the Government tells us — was followed by the for
mer Monarchy, the consequences of which we have 
seen. , .  This State was brought into being by the 
treaties of peace which followed the Great War; how
ever this State was established, the fact is that 
we belong to other nationalities. So I would 
establish the fact that we who belong to those other 
nationalities would ask whether it was desired to 
secure us also as Members of this State, or whether 
it was only a question of coveting the territories in 
which we live? For the answer to that question will 
tell us also in what manner the Government proposes 
to keep the solemn promise made in respect of the 
non-Czech nationalities. And in my capacity as 
Deputy I must establish the fact that the rights 
guaranteed us in the peace treaties and in the mino
rity treaty exist on paper, but not in reality. It is 
my duty as Deputy to proclaim that, to my mind, the 
whole cultural programme of the Government is nothing 
more or less than an attempt to prevent both Magyars 
and Slovaks from fostering their own cultures out
side the elementary schools."

Deputy Sziillo then submitted a declaration con
taining — among other things —•' the following state
ments: —

"We still insist on demanding the right of natio
nal self-determination. Herewith too we desire to 
show that we cannot conceive the possibility of our 
people obtaining a sound position among the nations 
of the Republic except on the basis of a national 
equality regarded seriously and guaranteed institu
tionally, of Christian morals and of democracy."

A declaration of a similar tenor was submitted 
to the Senate by the Hungarian Senator Joseph 
Torkoly,
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PAPER CONFISCATED FOR 
PUBLISHING SPEECHS MADE 

IN PARLIAMENT BY TWO  
HUNGARIAN POLITICIANS

The June 27th. number of the "Kassai Ujsag", a 
Hungarian daily, was confiscated by the Czecho
slovak Public Prosecutor owing to certain statements 
in speeches made in Parliament by the Hungarian 
Deputy Count John Esterhazy and the Hungarian 
Senator Nicholas Pajor. It is surely rather disparag
ing to the democracy of Czecho-Slovakia that speeches 
which Deputies are allowed to make in Parliament 
should be liable to be suppressed by the Presidents 
of the two Houses and the Public Prosecutor. In ad
dition, the June 22nd. number of the “ Karpati Hir- 
ado", a Hungarian paper appearing at Munkacs, 
owing to a few lines published in an article entitled 
“The Yeftitch Government Resigns". And the June 
23rd. number of the "Slovak", the organ of the Slovak 
People's Party, was also confiscated for publishing 
an article dealing with the Yugoslav Government 
Crisis.

SENSATIONAL DOMICILIARY 
VISIT AT EPERJES

The commander of the gendarmes in Eperjes 
(Presov), accompanied by a few officers of the 
garrison and by the Public Prosecutor, on June 21st. 
and 22nd. effected a domiciliary visit in the premises 
of the Social Club and in the houses of a few members 
of the Club — e. g. Baron Ladislas Ghillany, Aladar 
Bano (landed proprietor), Paul Zeman, Tibor Zahler 
and Arpdd Palasch (advocates), Arpad Kosch (master 
printer) and Ivan Toszogi (engineer). The persons in 
question are highly respected members of Eperjes 
society. The domiciliary visit to Baron Ghillany’s 
house lasted a whole day and was followed by a 
domiciliary visit to the Baron’s country-house at 
Szinnyeujfalu. The affair caused considerable excite
ment in Eperjes; the pretext for the surprising action 
was that the steward of the Club is suspected of an 
offence against the Protection of the Republic Act. 
The warrant ordaining the domiciliary visit declared 
that it was all on account of anti-State doings. A 
week later proceedings were suspended in the case 
of all the suspected persons alike. According to the 
warrant ordaining the suspension of proceedings, 
during the investigation no evidence was produced 
against any of the persons in question. As reported 
by the “Pragai Magyar Hirlap", the highly respected 
citizens of Eperjes thus subjected to indignities are 
to fill a joint indictment against unknown persons 
for libel and are at the same time suing for libel 
those papers published in Czech which published 
maliciouslv tendentious reports of the domiciliary 
visits. Unfortunately this is no isolated case; such 
(equally unjustifiable) domiciliary visits to the houses 
of innocent Magyars are everyday occurrences.

THE ARREST OF HUNGARIAN 
JOURNALIST IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Great consternation was caused in Hungarian 
journalistic circles by the news that Louis Horvath- 
Paloczy, an official of the Hungarian Telegraph De
partment, was arrested by order of the Czechoslo
vakian Public Prosecutor while on a visit to his 85 
year old mother who lives in Beregszasz, one of the

largest towns in Ruthenia (torn from the body of 
Hungary). The Hungarian Journalist Association sent 
a telegraph to the Czechoslovakian Journalist Associa
tion — emphasizing the fact, that, to the best of its 
knowledge, there was no ground for the arrest — and 
begged the Czechoslovakian Association to protect the 
guiltless Hungarian journalist, who probably was the 
victim of a misunderstanding or perfidious denun
ciation.

PROPORTION OF MAGYAR  
EMPLOYEES IN CZECHO-SLOVAK 

CIVIL SERVICE
In an article entitled "How Younger Generations 

of Magyars Subsist" published in the May 19th, issue 
of the "Pragai Magyar Hirlap", the official organ of 
the Magyar Parties of Czecho-Slovakia, we read the 
following lines relating to a speech made by Ivan 
Derer, Czecho-Slovak Minister of Justice: — "In his 
latest book Derer informs us that of the 77 district 
superintendents in Slovakia 62 are Slovaks, 13 Czechs, 
1 German and 1 Russian by nationality. By virtue of 
their numerical proportion too the Magyars would be 
entitled to 14 posts of the kind, that number being 
due to us also owing to the fact that there are 14 
districts (hundreds) in Slovakia with Magyar major
ities. As it is, however, there is not a single district 
superintendent of Magyar nationality!! The same is 
the case with the school inspectors too, there not 
being a single inpector of Magyar nationality, though 
there are at least 8—9 inspectorates with Magyar 
majorities. Derer furnishes other data too showing us 
that of the 1234 parish clerks in Slovakia only 151 
are Magyars, though we are entitled to 217 posts of 
the kind. This means that there are 166 fewer Ma
gyar parish clerks than there ought to be, — i. e. that 
our people do not provide even half the number of 
such officials they are entitled to provide. A striking 
illustration of the conditions in force in educational 
matters is the fact that according to the official state
ment of the State, in the school-vear 1931/32 of the 
112 teachers of the State secondary schools where 
the language of instruction is Magyar only 65 were 
Magyars by nationality. It goes without saying that 
the heads of the Magyar secondary and "city" schools 
ought to be Magvars; but as a matter of fact we 
could count the Magyar directors of such schools on 
the fingers of one hand." As if desirous to confirm 
this statement of the Magyar paper, practically on 
the same day the Czecho-Slovak Ministry of Education 
appointed a Slovak by nationality — William Lenco 
— director of the "mixed" secondary school ("real- 
qymnasium") in Pozsony (Bratislava) where the 
language of instruction is Magyar,

POLISH BOY-SCOUTS OF S1LEZ1A 
PREVENTED FROM JOINING 

JAMBOREE AT SPALA
The Federation of Polish Boy-Scouts informed 

the Czecho-Slovak Federation of not being in the 
position to receive as guests the Czech-Slovak boy- 
scouts at the Jamboree of Spala, seeing that Czecho
slovak authorities had forbidden the Polish scouts of 
Czecho-Silezia to join the Jamboree.
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RUMANIAN LAWYERS ATTEMPTING 
TO DEPRIVE MINORITIES FROM 

EQUALITY OF RIGHTS
At the Congress of the Christian Rumanian Law

yers held in Bucarest M Tudor Popescu outlined in 
14 items the new doctrine upon which the Rumanian 
State should be founded. The doctrine begins by stat
ing that the Rumanian nation is of Dacian-Roman 
origin and consists but of Rumanians of Orthodox 
Christian faith and of Rumanian language. None other 
than the Rumanian nation ,as the "ruling nation", is 
entitled to guide in future the Rumanian State, An
other item of the new doctrine demands that the 
unequality of rights of citizens belonging to the 
minorities be proclaimed and all laws warranting the 
equality of rights of minorities be invalidated. 
Further the doctrine asks for the abolition of the 
right to vote and of eligibility of minorities and for 
the stipulation that a person belonging to the 
minorities cannot be appointed minister. The proposi
tion allows minorities to elect 2—2 deputies and 
senators of their own who, however, are to vote only 
when bills concerning directly the minorities are sub
mitted. Another item demands that the number of 
foreigners living in Rumania be established in 10°fo 
of the inhabitants belonging to the ruling nation. (At 
oresent, even according to official statistics, the num
ber of non-Rumanians living in Rumania amounts to 
27°/o.) The proposition further disputes the right of 
minorities to turn with their complaints to foreign 
factors — be it but in the form of a petition sub
mitted to the League of Nations — the penalty for 
this offence being the loss of their citizenship.

POSITION OF SAXONS OF 
TRANSSYLVANIA UNDER 
HUNGARIAN AND UNDER 

RUMANIAN RULE
The "Kronstadter Zeitung" — a nev/spaper which 

has been appearing in Brasso for nearly a century 
— in its May 17th and 19th issues published a verv 
interesting article entitled "The Fate of Minorities" 
in which, with the help of numerical data, the sup
port accorded by Hungary to the Saxon Church and 
schools before the Great War was compared with 
the support they are enjoying now from the Ru
manian Government.

"Before the war the Saxon Church and its 
parishes had at their disposal the revenues derived 
from the landed estates of the parishes, from which
53.000 yokes have been expropriated by the Ru
manians: further the Church and the parishes were 
accorded a State-subsidy which, reckoned at its 
present value, amounted to something over 32 million 
lei a year, enjoying also a national-grant of about 
16 million lei and having at their disposal the yield 
of the tithes which, if revalued, would amount at 
present to more than 12 million lei a year. It was 
out of the income of the landed estates and of the 
above revenues, amounting altogether to roughly 70 
million lei a year, that the expenses of the Church 
and schools were mainly defrayed. At present, how
ever, the revenues of the expropriated 35,000 yokes 
are next to nothing; the State-subsidy which, in 1927, 
amounted still to 15 million lei, has been reduced

gradually to an insignificant minimum, regardless of 
the fact that the sums derived from the taxes paid 
by the members of the Evangelical Church — which 
in income-taxes alone amounted to nearly 631/., 
million lei — have certainly not decreased. In 1933 a 
sum of 4.5 million lei was still included in the State- 
Budget, while in 1934 this amount, already absolutely 
insufficient for the purpose, was reduced to 1.25 
millions. Besides, even these small "bounties" have 
as a matter of fact not been disbursed for the last 
three years or so, despite their having been included 
in the State-Budget. The national-grant given to the 
Saxon University had by 1927 already decreased from 
nearly 16 millions before the war to about 184,000 lei, 
and the yield of tithes from a yearly sum of more 
than 12 million to 248.000 lei. Thus this interesting 
and instructive summary shows in its disastrous and 
saddening final results with striking clearness that 
we have lost, besides the proceeds of the expropriated 
landed estates — reduced now to a few paltry 100.000 
lei —, very nearly the whole of the yearly income of 
about 70 millio lei out of which, before the war, we 
covered the expenditure of the Church and of our 
schools." — "y" —

THE SITUATION OF THE POLISH 
MINORITY IN RUMANIA

A letter from Czernovitz, dated 19th, discussing 
this problem, has been published in the Polish daily 
"Dziennik Poznanski". The loyalty of the Poles liv
ing in that region is undisputable and their attitude 
towards the authorities and Rumanian society at 
large an absolutely correct one, whereas Rumanians 
show an ever increasing hostility towards the minori
ties. This is to be experienced especially in circles 
being closely connected with the extreme nationalist 
Rumanian parties, however, the liberal parties in 
power also seem to follow similar tendencies, espe
cially in regions inhabited by a mixed population, 
like for instance in the Bukovina, where the majority 
of Rumania's Poles are living. Claims for the putting 
into effect of minority-rights are being constantly 
answered on the Rumanian side by the statement 
that it would be impossible to make an exception 
with the Poles, because this would involve the con
cession of the same rights to the other minorities too. 
Thus the complaints of the Poles — such as grie
vances in the field of public education, transfer of 
civil-servants of Polish nationality from the Bukovina 
to regions of purely Rumanian population, the con
stant recurrence of examinations in the official lan
guage and the increased restriction of the use of the 
minority-language — die away unheard and their 
wrongs are not redressed. The participation of the 
Poles in social and political life is equally rendered 
almost impossible by all but unsurmountable obstacles. 
The economic position of the Polish minority, as 
compared with pre-war times, shows a marked de
terioration. despite the signal material force re
presented by the Polish minority in Rumania's eco
nomic life.

’’THE MAGYARS HAVE ARRIVED 
AT THE MOST UNBEARABLE 

PERIOD OF THEIR FATE“
It was ascertained at the meeting of the presi

dential council and parliamentary group of the Rou
manian Public Hungarian Party held at Kolozsvar, 
June 14, that the ,.Magyars have arrived at the most 
unbearable period of their minority fate, which en
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dangers the very existence of the Magyars and which 
must be fought against in every possible legal way. 
(„Magyar Ujsag" June 1. III. V. 135..)

HEAVY SENTENCE OF COURT- 
MARTIAL ON TRANSYLVANIAN 

HUNGARIAN AUTHOR
Dr. Roland Daday, Reformed minister of the vil

lage of Semesnye (bzolnok-Doboka County) has been 
sentenced by the Kolozsvar Rumanian Court-Martial 
to 6 months' imprisonment, a fine of 10.000 lei and 
10 years' political difranchisement for anti-State agi
tation. Dr. Roland Daday has written two novels, 
published in Budapest under the nom de guerre of 
"Moses Szekely". Tfte titles of the books are Zatony" 
("Shoals'") and "Csutortbk" ("Thursday"); the former 
appeared in French too barely a month ago under the 
title "L’Ecueil", the edition being published in Paris 
by the "Revue Mondiale". The Court discovered pas
sages in both books containing anti-State agitation; 
indeed, the Public Prosecutor took a dislike also to 
the title of the novel "Thursday", on the ground that 
it was on a Thursday that the union of Transylvania 
and Rumania was declared. In reply to the official 
indictment extending to eight closely typewritten 
pages Roland Daday explained that his novels were 
not written with any desire to incite and painted out 
that the one entitled "Shoals" was written at a time 
when he himself, like all other Hungarians, still 
refused to believe in the lasting character of the new 
Rumanian frontiers. Copies of his other novel 
(“Thursday", also published in Budapest) had been 
sent to Octavian Goga, Julius Maniu, Alexander 
Vajda, a priest of the name of Demeter Manu, and to 
Dumitru Tira, Prefect of Des, etc.; but that did not 
by any means mean that he had propagated works 
published abroad in Rumania too. During the hearing 
of witnesses by the Court-Martial military officers of 
high rank and white-haired village priests came 
before the Court to give evidence on behalf of their 
former playfellow and fellow-soldier.

The witnesses included also Alexander Vajda- 
Voivod, who has repeatedly held office as Premier 
of Rumania, whose evidence is of particular interest 
in view of the fact that it was he who started the 
"Numerus Valachicus" movement. In giving evidence 
Alexander Vajda-Voivod explained that — although 
he had forfeited all his privileges alike as individual 
and as member of his nation — Roland Daday was 
absolutely objective in his novels. “ In dealings with 
one another" — said Vajda-Voivod — "we often 
enough call one another thieves and enemies. This is 
our privilege; for, however we may quarrel, at the 
critical moment the country's interest always gets the 
upper hand. But we are hurt if anyone belonging to 
a minority does the same thing. This book is invalu
able as a means of education; and I would myself 
translate Daday's novels into Rumanian to enable all 
our ministers and statesmen to read them. It is high 
time that all Rumanians realised how others see things. 
It is time to put an end to political suits. Everyone 
should be allowed before all forums alike to declare 
himself to be what he really is — Magyar, Jew or 
other. "I do not regard Daday to be guilty" — con
tinued Vajda-Voivod — "because this novel served 
me as a mirror showing me my own political 
mistakes. We cannot expect the Magyars to love us; 
but we must treat them as we do a sick child. Let us 
look in the mirror which Roland Daday holds before 
us — a man who, though he has no love for us, has 
no hatred for us either".

Vajda-Voivod emphasised further that it was the

interest of the State not to be too severe in its treat
ment of minority writers.

The finding of the Court-Martial, which did not 
deduct in the prisoner's favour the ten weeks’ de
tention preceding the trial, is not yet final. The in
comprehensibly severe sentence has been followed by 
an extremely interesting epilogue, Victor Eftimiu, the 
eminent Rumanian writer and poet who is President 
of the Rumanian Pen Club, having sent a telegram 
to the Editor of the "Patria", a daily appearing in 
Kolozsvar, protesting against the condemnation of 
Roland Daday. "It is in the interest of literary free
dom that I beg you to publish my protest. According 
to the terms of the sentence of the Cluj (Kolozsvar) 
Court-Martial the majority of the Rumanian writers 
ought to be sent to the salt-mines" — to quote the 
words of Eftimiu. (We would note by way of ex
planation that persons sentenced to hard labour for 
life or for longer periods are sent to work in the 
salt mines. Ed.)

DOMICILIARY VISITS IN CATHOLIC 
MONASTERIES

In Nagyvarad on June 23rd, at midnight, com
missioner of police M. Radovici and the head of the 
Office of the Defence of the Security of the State, 
followed by a division of gendarmes, entered the House 
of the Premontrant monks and held a domiciliary 
visit. All the doors had to be opened, every closet 
and drawer was thoroughly searched. They worked 
until 4 in the morning, beginning again at 8 o'clock 
and finishing at 2, This domiciliary visit caused a 
sensation throughout Transylvania and public opinion 
believes university-professor Ghibu Onisifor to have 
had a hand in it, seeing that for years past he has 
been making war against Catholic religious orders and 
all Catholic institutions in general. ("Brassoi Lapok", 
Vol. XLI., No. 142, June 26th., 1935.) A domiciliary 
visit was equally held at the Roman-Catholic cloister 
in Felsobanya: the police refused to give any reasons 
and but so much transpired that the domiciliary visit 
had been effected on the orders of the Nagyvarad 
police.

By the gendarmerie domiciliary visits have been 
executed in Arad on July 3rd, in the monastery, the 
church and the pastoral office of the Minorite-order, 
further in the editorial office of the clerical weekly 
"Vasarnap", in the Culture-House, the Credo Associa
tion and the Colping Association. Besides the Hun
garian correspondence, the gendarmes seized the 
church-banners of the Schoemaker-Guild and of the 
Christ's Heart Guard because of their bearing Hun
garian inscriptions. The domiciliary visit was begun 
at 4 o'clock in the morning, the gendarmerie prevent
ing the celebration of morning-mass and the ringing 
of morning-bells. Further domiciliary visits were held 
in Radna, in the catholic cloister and in Lippa at the 
pastoral office and the private rooms of Frederick 
Sziebig, papal chamberlain. Catholic public opinion 
has been greatly disturbed by the news of these domi
ciliary visits. ("Erdelyi Hirlap", Vol. XIX. No. 5080, 
July 4th., 1935.)

INTERRUPTED SZEKLER 
PROCESSION ON CORPUS 

CHRISTI DAY
In Kdszonimper, County of Csik, the catholics of 

five Szekler villages assembled to celebrate Corpus 
Christi Day, however, the church-procession was sud
denly stopped by armed gendarmes who arrested on
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the spot two young men, Ill6s Csoboth and Alexander 
Szilvester and marched them off to the gendarmerie- 
station, The reason of their arrest transpired but later: 
they had offended by carrying in the procession 
Church-banners adorned with white poenies and flow
ing green and red ribbons attached to the staff. This 
was considered by the gendarmerie as a demonstration 
in favour of the Hungarian colours, — Joseph Kovacs 
and Rosalie Prigye were arrested for the same reason, 
the lad wearing a cockade with dangling red and 
green ribbons, while the girl wore a green ribbon in 
her hair, her red bodice being held together by a 
string of the same colour, — ("Csiki Lapok", Vol. 
XLVII,, No, 25, June 23rd„ 1935,)

RECENT GRIEVANCES OF 
HUNGARIAN CALVINISTS

In Kisborosnyo (Borosneul-Mic), a village in the 
County of Haromszek, one of the elementary school 
teachers took 76 children belonging to the Reformed 
Church to the Greek Church, forcing them to kneel 
down and to make the sign of the cross. The Reformed 
Church does not teach this practice, therefore it is 
but natural that the children were rather clumsy in 
making the sign of the cross. Consequently the teacher 
— who, by the way, does not speak a word of Hun
garian — felt impelled to arrange special lessons for 
the children, teaching them amidst much scolding 
and cuffing how to make properly the sign of the 
cross. All this is being done in a village inhabited 
exclusively by Magyars. ("Keleti Ujsag", May 30th.)

In Szatmarhegy (Viile-Satumarului), a village in 
the County of Szatmar, the protestant pastor engaged 
in the board-school is allowed to give religious in
struction to the children only in the presence and 
under the control of a civil teacher, the charge having 
been made against him of teaching the children "to 
write and read in Hungarian" during his lessons. 
("Magyar Ujsag", May 24th.)

The community of the Reformed Church in Bihar 
has been obliged to apply to the Prefect for protection 
against the brutalities of the gendarmerie. Thus for 
instance in the village of Hegykozpalyi (Paleu) the 
representative of the Reformed Church was prevented 
by the gendarmes from taking the testimony of wit
nesses in a matter concerning the Church. In the 
villages of Nagyszanto (Santaul-Mare) and Kisszanto 
(Santaul-Mic) the gendarmes have suspended the 
activities of the Choral Society and prohibited the 
meetings of the Women's Association. ("Uj Magyar 
Szo”, May 25th.)

ANTISEMITE EXCESSES
Zacharia Bordas, teacher at the Rumanian State- 

school in Vamfalu, County of Szatmar, gave vent to 
his antisemite feelings in a most unusual manner. He 
pressed a red-hot cross made of lead on the brow 
of one of his Jewish pupils — a 9 years old boy 
of the name of Paul Klepner — while cutting off 
the fringe, worn by orthodox Jews, of another boy. 
As a matter of course the parents of the children 
brought a charge against him, however the school- 
authorities contented themselves with simply re
primanding" the brutal teacher.

RECENT GENDARME ATROCITIES 
IN THE LAND OF THE SZEKLERS

Despite a publication issued in the press by Major 
Radolescu, Commander of the Gendarmerie in the 
County of Csik, in which he energetically declared not 
to tolerate any longer the brutalities of the gendarme
rie, several inhabitants of the village Ujtasn&d — by 
name Ignatz Darvas, Anthony Urszuly, Anthony Ben
der, Francis Darvas, Denes Imets and Stephen Imets 
— were again severely beaten by Rumanian gendarmes. 
They were standing about laughing and talking in the 
street, when the gendarmerie-sergeant called them to 
order, whereupon they asked him whether it was for
bidden to laugh? This was enough for the sergeant to 
fall upon them and, assisted by the gendarmes in his 
company, to give them a sound beating. Most of the 
men suffered injuries which will take more than a 
fortnight to heal. On the basis of the doctor's certi
ficate, proceedings were instituted against the gend
armes, whereupon the sergeant tried to persuade the 
victims to withdraw their accusation. When he did 
not succeed, he charged them with having attacked 
him in the street and trying to disarm him, Upon this 
charge Ignatz Darvas and Anthony Urszuly were 
arrested, the former receiving once more a thorough 
beating from the sergeant, — ("Keleti Ujsag", Yol. 
XVIII., No. 139, June 22nd„ 1935.)

CENSORSHIP
An ordinance was issued by the Staff of the 17th 

Division placing under embargo as from June 22nd 
for 8 days the dailies "Estilap” and "Erdelyi Lapok” 
in Nagyvarad, while another daily published in Nagy
varad, the "Szabadsag" had to submit to a reprimand. 
At first the "Estilap” had been placed under embargo 
for 20 days, this term being afterwards reduced to 8 
days. The offence of the "Estilap" consisted of having 
printed a sentence brought in a case of espionage 
which had been freely discussed at large in the Buca- 
rest Rumanian press. The placing under embargo of 
the "Erdelyi Lapok" was not motivated at all. To this 
day Nagyvarad is in a state of siege. ("Brassoi Lapok" 
Vol. XLI„ No. 141, June 24th,, 1935. and "Erdelyi 
Neplap" Vol. II., Mo. 184, June 24th„ 1935.)

SEVERE POLICE MEASURES 
AGAINST HUNGARIAN MUSIC
A legal proceeding was opened against Solomon 

Kalman, the leader of a gypsy-band in Arad for the 
following reason: one evening, when playing in one 
of the private rooms of a Caffe, he had not played a 
single Rumanian air. Police-officer Romulus Bejan 
threatened Solomon Kalman with the withdrawal of 
his licence and with the expulsion of the members 
of his band if he would not play in future mostly 
Rumanian airs. He referred to the Defence of the 
Nation Act ordaining that 80°/o of the music per
formed by the bands must consist of airs of Ru
manian origin. —  We note here that, on the orders 
of the Arad police, the well-known Hungarian pop
ular song — by the way a love-song — beginning with 
"Csak egy kis lany van a vilagon. , . ” ("There is but 
one little girl in all the world , , ." )  may be sung in 
future only with Rumanian text. ("Nepujsag” , Vol. IV., 
No. '55, June 8th., 1935.)

JULY, 193$
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OBJECTION TO HUNGARIAN WORDS
Of late it happens more and more often that the 

Rumanian Post-Ottice objects to Hungarian words 
being used in the addresses of postal consignments. 
Thus a telegram of 19 words addressed by Dr. George 
Paal, a deputy of the Hungarian party, to the Pre
sident of the Hungarian National Party, Count George 
Bethlen, was returned because the name of the street 
— "Majalis-utca" —  was written in Hungarian. — 
("Magyar Ujsag", Vol. III. No, 131 .June 12th., 1935.) 
The General Telephone Office in Temesvar answers 
to calls in any other language than Rumanian with 
"vorbiti romaneste" (talk Rumanian) and, if the 
caller persists, simply rings off. ("Deli Hirlap", Vol. 
XI. No. 131, June 17th., 1935.)

WITNESSES M AY GIVE THEIR 
TESTIMONY BUT IN RUMANIAN 

LANGUAGE
In contradiction with the provisions of the Paris 

Minority Treaty, the assistant judge visiting the 
Courts of County Haromszek — a region of purely 
Magyar inhabitants — directed the judges not to use 
in future any language other than the official, Ru
manian language in their intercourse with the public, 
not even when hearing witnesses. —  One of the 
councillors at the Court of Law in Sepsiszentgyorgy 
carries into effect this order by simply adjourning 
the trials for 4—5 months in case one of the more 
important witnesses happens not to speak Rumanian. 
To the Szekler Hungarians not acquainted with the 
Rumanian tongue, he generally offers the advice "to 
cross the frontier where they will be sure to be heard 
in Hungarian". ("Ellenzek", Vol LVI, No. 149, July 
4th., 1935.)

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHERS
Augustin Pintea, the teacher in charge of the 

State elementary school in the village of Szatmdrhegy 
(Viile-Satumarului) in Szatmar County, is a drunkard 
divested of all human feelings who tries to corrupt 
the morals of the young girls attending the school. 
Quite recently he threatened with a revolver and 
drove out of the school the Reformed curate, Arpdd 
Magoss, while he was on his way to give a lesson in 
divinity. The conduct of the disciplinary investigation 
started on the basis of the numerous complaints filed 
against the teacher was entrusted by the Prefect of 
Szatmar County to Inspector Darius Pop. The investi
gation was carried on without the parents who had 
filed the complaints being given a hearing; for Pop 
simply turned the deputation of desperate parents out 
of his room and refused to listen to the stories of the 
scandalous doings of Pintea. And Augustin Pintea him
self boasted openly that he could not possibly come 
to any harm and that nothing could be done against 
him, seeing that he had a medical certificate proving 
that he was of unsound mind. Stefan Anghel, State 
teacher in the Szekler village of Lovete (Lueta) in 
Udvarhely County, in March compelled the un
developed children of 8— 12 years to wash in brooks 
still covered with ice, ("Keleti Ujsag", May 25th and 
30th.).
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EVIDENCE OF A  RUMANIAN 
TEACHER

The "Magyar Ujsdg" (Vol. III., No. 141, June 
23rd., 1935.) publishes some interesting statements 
made before Dr, Francis David, collaborator of the 
above daily, by a school-master who had been teacher 
in one of the Rumanian villages of pre-war Hungary, 
The name of the school-master and of the village have 
been wiped out by the censor.

In those times too teachers had to elaborate yearly 
reports and to submit statistical statements to the 
competent authorities at the end of the scholastic year 
and thus the school-master in question also used to 
receive lists of queries which he had to fill out. In 
spite of his having been appointed at a Greek-Catholic 
school, drawing a subvention from the State, his know
ledge of the Hungarian language was rather limited 
so that he did not understand very well the questions 
on the lists which, as a matter of course, were in 
Hungarian. Nevertheless he filled out the lists as best 
he could and sent them in. They were returned to him 
by the school-authorities with the mild suggestion of 
turning in future for help to his Hungarian colleague 
and to try to acquire occasionally a better knowledge 
of the Hungarian language. "That was more easily 
said, than done" — says the schoolmaster — "for 
where could I have learned Hungarian? I had finished 
my classes in Balazsfalva (seat of the Rumanian 
Greek-Catholic Cardinal; the Editor) and in my 
village nobody spoke Hungarian, not even the notary, 
who was a Rumanian, so that there was nobody I 
could have talked Hungarian with. And so the time 
passed until the advent of the Rumanian rule , . . "

In this avowal the stress is not upon what the 
schoolmaster says: what he leaves unsaid is of much 
greater importance. His words disclose the fact that, 
though he did not know Hungarian properly, he was 
neither submitted to an examination in that language, 
nor was he forced to visit a Hungarian course of in
struction, nor yet was his State-subvention withdrawn. 
Times have certainly changed, because at present, 
under Rumanian rule, Hungarian teachers, after 
having successfully passed a number of exami
nations in the Rumanian language and, talking 
the official language fluently, thus being able to teach 
the so-called national subjects of instruction in Ru
manian, are yet exposed to all sorts of probations. 
Under Hungarian rule, in Rumanian secretarian schools 
all the subjects — with the exception of the Hungarian 
language — were being taught in Rumanian, while 
now in the Hungarian secretarian schools of Rumania 
— besides the Rumanian language — geography, 
history and the rules of Rumanian constitution must 
be taught in Rumanian. In pre-war Hungary, under 
Hungarian rule, the teachers appointed at the then 
existing 2786 Rumanian secretarian schools either did 
not speak Hungarian at all, or else — like the school
master who made the above statements — they spoke 
the official language but brokenly.

RUTHLESS REJECTION 
OF MINORITY SCHOLARS 

AT LEAVING EXAMINATIONS
Same as in the previous year, the scholars of the 

minority schools are being ruthlessly rejected by the 
State Commission at the leaving examinations. In the 
Catholic High-School (Gymnasium) of Arad, among 
25 pupils 20 failed to pass the examination while in 
Kolozsvar out of 91 pupils 63 have been rejected by 
the State Commission. ("Aradi Kozlony", Vol. L, No. 
148, July 3rd., 1935.)
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PETOFI’S MASTER WORK  
PROHIBITED IN YUGOSLAVIA
The "Reggeli Ujsag", a Hungarian daily issued in 

Novisadi (Ujvidek) printed in its literary supplement 
attached to the Raster-number the epos "Toldi" by 
John Arany, Hungary’s great epic poet and proposed 
to publish in the supplement of the paper s Whit- 
Suntide number Alexander Petofi's masterwork "Janos 
Vitez” (Knight John). However, the readers’ expecta
tions were deceived, because "Janos Vit6z" was not 
printed and but a short notice appeared in the paper 
stating that the publication of this masterwork of Hun
garian poetry had met "with unsurmountable difficul
ties”. (That is: prohibition of the authorities.)

O U T R A G E O U S  P R O C E E D IN G  
AGAINST USE OF MAGYAR  

LANGUAGE
In Staribecej (6becse) six grocers of Hungarian 

nationality have been sentenced by the Sheriff to a 
fine of 70 Dinar or one day’s prison for having used 
labels in Hungarian language on drawers they kept 
their goods in. This proceeding is in absolute contra
diction with the provisions contained in paragraph 3 
of Article 7 of the Minority-Treaty, according to 
which "no Serb-Croat-Slovene subject is to be hin
dered in the free use of whatever language, neither 
in private- nor in business-intercourse. The grievance 
is but enhanced by the circumstance of there being 
no possibility of a juridical redress against the ar
bitrary sentence of the Sheriff.

THE POLICY OF PUBLIC EDUCATION 
IN YUGOSLAVIA AND 

THE HUNGARIAN MINORITY
Throughout Yugoslavia the official end of the 

schoolterm as well as the distribution of the certi
ficates is on Vid’s day (Vidovdan), that is according 
to the Serb Pravoslav calendar on June 15th, and 
according to our's on June 28th. Below we submit 
to the reader some instances well apt to illustrate 
the results of instruction and the way in which even 
pedagogy is made to serve certain national interests.

In the so-called Magyar — in reality Hungaro- 
Serb-section of the State high-school of Subotica 
(Szabadka), out of 23 pupils but 10 (43.48°/o) suc
ceeded in passing the leaving-examination, while in the 
section where instruction is going on in the official 
language, only 19 (35.8°/o) out of 53 pupils passed

the leaving-examination. The rest have been rejected 
and will have to submit to a further supplementary 
examination or else repeat the class, losing thus a 
year. In the other classes of the so-called Magyar 
section of the same school, the results were just as 
startling, This will probably lead — fully in accord
ance with the ultimate object in view — to several 
classes not being opened at all in the year to come 
for want of sufficient pupils and, in time, to the 
complete suppression of the Magyar section. — An
other instance, proving the hostility of Yugoslavia's 
educational policy against the minorities, may be 
quoted. In Csantaver, a big village of Magyar popu
lation near Subotica (Szabadka), the State Railways 
have suppressed the afternoon-train, regardless of the 
interests of the inhabitants. This change in the time
table not only seriously impedes the economic activi
ties of the community, but at the same time proves 
extremely detrimental to the schooling of the children 
of Magyar nationality of Csantaver, besides endan
gering their morals, seeing that ,in consequence of 
the suppression of the afternoon-train, they are ob
liged to go about unattended in town until late in 
the evening.

In the four classes of the so-called Magyar sec
tion of the middle-school in Zenta, the final results 
have equally proved most unsatisfactory. The rejec
tion of a great quantity of Hungarian pupils was due 
to the fact that — same as in the State high-school 
in Szabadka — by now instruction is going on (with 
the exception of lessons of the Hungarian language 
and of religion), almost exclusively in the official 
language. The methods applied with regard to these 
parallel, so-called Magyar sections in other respects 
too, may be seen from the proposition concerning the 
development of middle-schools into high-schools, 
which was submitted by the appointed members of 
the Municipal Board to the head of the Municipality 
on a general meeting held on June 27th. According 
to this proposition, every year one higher class is to 
be opened successively, the instruction in these newly 
created classes being exclusively in the official lan
guage, this serving best the requirements of the great 
national aim in view. This curious proposal was duly 
accepted by the Municipal Board seeing that, to the 
greater glory of the principle of the equality of rights, 
out of the appointed members on the Municipal Board 
in Zenta — a town with 89°/o of Hungarian inhabi
tants — 30 are of Serb nationality while but 11 are 
Hungarians and 4 Germans, respectively Jews.

Most characteristic of the situation is the excuse 
put forward by the head-master of the middle-class 
school of Petrovgrad (Nagybecskerek), alleging that 
the poor educational results were due to the over
crowding of the school, some classes having as much 
as 80 pupils. It goes without saying that this state 
of things, absurd from a pedagogic view-point, proves 
most detrimental especially to scholars of Plungarian 
— that is non-Slav — nationality.
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P O L I T I C A L  E C O N O M Y
THE ECONOMIC CONFERENCE OF THE 

LITTLE ENTENTE PASSED RESOLUTIONS 
PERTAINING ONLY TO RAILWAY AFFAIRS

In Bucarest, on June 24th ended the week-long 
conference of the Little Entente States' economic 
council. During the negotiations Czechoslovakia 
pointed to the fact that its goods traffic with Yugo

slavia had assumed a most satisfactory form, while 
its imports from Roumania during the first four months 
of the year hardly showed any increase compared with 
the beginning of last year. The probable cause of this 
— according to the representative of the Czechoslo- 
vakgovernment — is due mainly to the lack of stability 
in the regulating of the Roumanian foreign trade. At 
the conference, a combined Czechoslovak-Yugoslav and 
Czechoslovak-Roumanian railway-tariff was elaborated
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regarding the Adrian and Constancan consignments. 
The former will come into force at the end of 1935, 
the latter on the 1st August. A conference of experts 
will be summoned on September 4, to elaborate uni
form rules in the matter of the transito traffic of the 
three states — and on July 30. concerning the distri
bution of the Danube goods-traffic for the shipping 
companies. As regards the postal circulation among 
the three states, a moderating of the postage and the 
telegraphic scale of charges is planned.

It is evident that the economic cooperation of the 
Little Entente can arrive at the solution of only insigni
ficant communication and traffic problems — but is 
incapable of coping with difficulties due to the present 
prevailing hopeless structure of economic life in the 
Danube Basin.

A U S T R I A

COVER OF GOLD NATIONAL BANK. 
POSITION OF AUSTRIAN PUBLIC FINANCES

In a lecture recently delivered by him Dr. Buresch, 
Austrian Minister of Finance, noted that the material 
saving in foreign exchanges resulting from the con
version of the League of Nations Loan, combined with 
the return to Austria of Austrian capital so strikingly 
in evidence in recent months, had rendered it possible 
for the National Bank to "suspend'' the transfer pro
tection measures relating to the foreign obligations of 
private debtors. The data relating to the position of 
the National Bank on June 15th. show that as against 
an aggregate note circulation amounting to roughly 
1170 million schillings there is a metal cover (Bar- 
schatz) representing a value of 242 million schillings, 
to which must be added foreign exchanges not included 
in the latter amounting to 74 million schillings. The 
whole cover represents therefore roughly 30°/o of the 
note circulation. It is well known that the Federal 
Government is making desperate efforts to maintain 
the balance of the Budget. As a consequence of the 
increase of public requirements, however, more than 
one of the suppositions forming the basis upon which 
the Budget was drafted has been exploded. The Gov
ernment is fully conscious that there must be no 
entering the downward path of a deficit unless it is 
desired to destroy the hopeful beginnings of an econo
mic recovery. The efforts necessary for the mainte
nance of the budgetary equilibrium must therefore be 
undertaken at all costs, however painful they may be.

TOURISM STATISTICS

In 110 places, significant from a tourism view
point, where last year 67.3% of the reported foreigners 
were kept in evidence, 544 foreigners were counted 
from December 1934 till April 1935, this being 10.4% 
more than last year at the same time. The foreigners' 
list shows an increase of 17.8%>, while that of the 
natives only 7.7%, Among the foreigners the English 
hold the record with an increase of 62.4%,

B U L G A R I A

THE ABOLITION OF THE SPIRITS 
AND ALCOHOL MONOPOLY

Finance minister Riazkov abolished the Spirits- 
and Alcohol-monopoly of Oct. 1. 1934. The abolition 
came into force on June 1. 1935. The Finance Com
mittee of the League of Nations ascertained that 
Bulgaria, by introducting the monoplies, undertook im
portant and significant financial burdens, against 
which the expected incomes would be of little weight. 
According to press reports, the directorate of the 
Bulgarian monopolies purchased alcoholic beverages 
worth 99.5 million leva, of which only about half is 
paid. If this quantitiy were sold at home the state 
would suffer losses in taxes and customs — while by 
exporting it an income of 15.5 million leva could be 
attained.

Before the introduction of the monopoly, the 
state earned a sum of 88 million leva in 1933 from 
these goods. Since the establishment of the monopoly 
the incomes of the producers decreased and the quality 
of the beverages deteriorated.

C Z  E C  H O - S L O V A K I A

ECONOMIC LIFE OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA
The May Report of the Czecho-Slovak National 

Bank and the article on the economic pacification of 
the Danube published in the "Hospodarska Politika", 
a Czech economic review, faithfully reflect the po
litical background of the difficulties with which the 
economic life of Czecho-Slovakia has to contend. We 
are given facts discovered long ago by the critics of 
Benes's foreign policy the disastrous consequences of 
which have been frequently — though without effect
— brought to the notice of the Prague Government.

The May Report of the Czecho-Slovak Bank 
enables us to ascertain the fact that production in 
Czecho-Slovakia is shrinking to an extent and in a 
manner beyond control, that being due principally to 
the continuous decrease in consumption. The Report 
admits that this year there is no sign of the usual 
seasonal demand in the money market; there is no 
demand for short-term credits for purposes of enter
prise, simply because there are no new undertakings. 
A quite unusual statement contained in the said 
Report serves — doubtless unintentionally — to under
mine the credit of the official statistics; for the Report 
suggests that there is just a possibility that the state
ments referring to the position of deposits do not 
convey an absolutely correct idea of the true state of 
things, seeing that it is possible that the accumulation 
of deposits is of a more favourable character than 
the official data would have us believe.

On the other hand, the data relating to the 
several branches of production almost without ex
ception williy-nilly report a further deterioration of 
the situation or in the best case a maintenance of the 
unfavourable degree of employment previously pre
vailing, In Czecho-Slovakia there is not the slightest 
trace of the process of improvement still in evidence
— even though only to a small extent — in the eco
nomic life of the world generally.

In the smelting industry — according to the 
Report of the Bank — a detrimental effect is being 
exercised by the retardation of the building season, 
the position being further aggravated by the in
decision of contractors in respect of giving orders.
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Particularly original is the statement contained in the 
Report to the effect that the stagnation of the build
ing activity is to be attributed to "the lack of interest 
in new plans shown by contractors". It would be 
interesting to hear how the Management of the 
Czecho-Slovak National Bank accounts for a whole 
branch of industry which has for years been fighting 
the crisis voluntarily renouncing its right to live. And 
this statement is at any rate contradicted by another 
passage in the Report which declares that apart from 
building activity on the part of public authorities the 
only work in which the building trade is engaged is 
house repairs. According to the Report the inland 
consumption of the products of the machine and 
electrotechnical industries shows a set-back as com
pared with the previous year; while there are very 
tew sales of agricultural machinery, transactions here 
being effected only against payment in cash. The 
turn-over in the ceramic branch of the building indus
try is on the same level as last year; and there is a 
stagnation in the export of fireproof goods. The in
land consumption of porcelain is materially less than 
that of the previous year; the exports of the glass 
industry show a decline of 5% as compared with 
1934, that being due to the restrictions on the export 
trade to France, For the present there is no prospect 
of an improvement. There is a stagnation also in 
the exports of wood; and it is only in the paper 
industry — so the Bank Report says — that there is 
any sensible improvement (that improvement being 
due to the advance in inland consumption): though — 
again acording to the Bank Report — this is a merely 
passing phenomenon due to the elections. For the 
requirements brought about by the need for election 
lists and propaganda material exercised a favourable 
influence upon the trade in inland paper. In the 
textile industry the difficulties impeding export trade 
are still in force; while — according to the Bank 
Report — the considerable unemployment made it 
impossible any improvement in the inland consump
tion. There was no recovery in textile chemicals and 
artificial fertilisers.

The Report of the Czecho-Slovak National Bank
— of which a short abstract is given above — finds 
an extremely interesting completement in the article 
in the "Hospodarska Politika" dealing with the paci
fication in respect of commercial relations of the 
Danube Basin, which article investigates the pos
sibilities of an "economic restoration” , regarding the 
same as affording also a possibility of solving 
the problems of inland politics. That ’’economic 
restoration”  might be secured by the acquisition of 
new markets and on the other hand by a co-operation 
on the part of the Danubian States. However, the said 
periodical considers both possibilities for the present
— for political reasons — as merely utopistic and 
impracticable. Nevertheless it (the periodical) estab
lishes the fact that for Czecho-Slovakia this is the 
only possible solution. It refers to the example of 
Great Britain, whose exports to her colonies have 
been increased from 41,7% to 46,9%, and to France, 
whose trade with her colonies shows an advance from 
14,4% to 29%. In both States this result has brought 
about a material relief; Czecho-Slovakia must there
fore follow suit, taking the initiative in the matter.

But surely the initiative is likely to prove a 
source of trouble. Czecho-Slovakia has no colonies; 
and her natural markets are States with which she 
is politically at daggers drawn: moreover, it is for 
that very reason that her political short-sightedness 
has lost her the territories to which her whole eco
nomic development is due. In other words, people in 
Prague are also beginning to see that a sine qua non 
of an "economic retoration” is the elimination of pol

itical antagonisms, — that meaning in its turn the 
reparation of the wrongs committed, which can only 
be realised by a revision of the treaties of peace. The 
official foreign policy of the country does not yet 
dare to admit this truth, though it is already being 
bruited by the economic experts. This is without 
doubt an encouraging beginning from the point of 
view of a reconciliation of the peoples living in the 
Danube Basin.

The Czech description of the situation dealt with 
above is supplemented by an address given at Reich- 
berg by Baron Liebig, President of the Allgemeiner 
Deutscher Textilverband. From that address we learn 
that the production index of the textile industry is 
lower than that for the previous year, and that under 
existing conditions there is precious little prospect of 
any improvement in the economic life. The inland 
consumption is 15% below that of the previous year, 
while the volume of textile raw materials imported 
during the first quarter of the current year was 28% 
less than that recorded for the corresponding period 
of the previous year. Since exports show a slight ad
vance, as compared with the previous year, the whole 
decrease may be attributed to the shrinking of the 
inland consumption. Only trade with countries ad
hering to the principles of free trade shows any in
crease; but that is nothing to boast of, seeing that 
the Czech industry is quite incapable of maintaining 
an export trade carried on at a loss. Liebig establi
shes the fact that of the 116,000 cotton looms in 
Czecho-Slovakia only 40,000 are in partial working, 
while of the 3,625,000 cotton spindles only 2,215,000 
are in working — and those too only partially. Of the
280,000 flax spindles 100,000 have been destroyed. In 
the Reichenberg Circuit 62 textile factories have closed 
down; the same is true of 25 factories in Warnsdorf: 
while of the 21 undertakings operating in Rumburg 
18 have gone bankrupt. In Eastern Bohemia 37 textile 
undertakings have ceased to exist, He believes the 
only way to relieve the situation is by the introduction 
of export premiums; but in the present state of public 
finances there is precious little prospect of that being 
done.

11 U N  G A R Y

THE RESULT OF THE HUNGARIAN 
FINANCE MINISTER’S NEGOTIATIONS 

WITH THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS’ 
LOAN COMMITTEE

As a result of the negotiations carried on in 
London by Fabinyi, Finance Minister regarding the 
further supply of the Hungarian League-of-Nations 
loan — the London committee of the League of Na
tions Loans issued a communication to the effect that 
it is pleased to make known that the Hungarian 
Government hitherto has duly carried out the agree
ment which it promulgated on June 30. 1934, regard
ing the service of its loan for the period lasting till 
next August. As a consequence of this, the confiden
tial men were able to pay 50% of the value of the 
coupons falling due on Febr. 1. 1935 — and there is 
a probability that a 50% payment of the coupons fall
ing due on August 1. 1935 could be complied with.

The Hungarian Government likewise, complied 
with its offer — promulgated on June 30. 1934 accord
ing to which it offers — to all the bond-proprietors 
who are willing to relinquish possession on Oct. 1. 
1934 or afterwards of the partly paid coupons due 
in Febr. 1934 and August 1934 respectively — 10%>
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of the unpaid part of these coupons in foreign cash 
currency.

The Hungarian Government made a statement to 
the effect that it would remit 50% of the interests- 
service to the confidential men in foreign payment- 
means. In its budget, it will continue that appropria
tion in Pengos of the equivalent of its entire loan- 
service — i. e. of the interest and the amortising 
sums — and will deposit these sums, as hitherto, to 
its account at the Hungarian National Bank.

It will have a right, as hitherto, to borrow the 
unremitted part of the loan-service against a deposit 
of Pengo treasury bills at 2% interest and of annual 
maturity.

The Hungarian Government sorry to say, can, 
under the present prevailing circumstances, in no way 
conclusively settle the coupons for which it fulfilled 
payment at the rate of 50%> in 1935, though it will 
prolong for one more year at the same rate of interest 
Pengo treasury bills at 2% — this sum corresponding 
to the untransferred loan-service of 1934/35.

DATA OF THE OFFICIAL CROP-REPORT
According to the official crop-report of the 

Department of Agriculture, the rape crop is of fair 
average. Compared with last year, there is a likelihood 
of an increase of 19445 q., i. e. 23.42%. The wheat- 
crop promises to be average. A crop of 20.258,165 q. 
may be expected, that is, about 2.615,700 q. more than 
last year. The barley crop estimated at 6.092,943 q. 
would exceed last year's by 653,500 q. In rye an 
average crop is expected, amounting to 7.106,705 q., 
this being 913,700 q. more than last year. An oat crop 
of 2.453,328 q. is expected, showing a decrease of 
140,300 q. The beets are fair generally and the turnips 
are well developed.

GOVERNMENT MAINTAINS IN NEW 
CAMPAIGN LAST YEARS WHEAT 

REGULATIONS
In the past economic year the government, after 

abolishing the boletta, placed the wheat-realization on 
a double basis: the one is the insuring of the wheat- 
surplus by exporting it at a determined price on the 
ground of the Rome contract, the other is the main
taining of the home prices by fixing the informatory 
minimum prices. In connection with this the govern
ment helps the agricultural funds with various incomes 
and as regards the wheat-realization, the government 
provides for the welfare of agriculture in many other 
ways (railway tariff concessions, the return of the 
landtax to poor farmers and reduction of the public- 
work-ransom).

This newest system of wheat-realization will be 
kept in force by the decree of the government also in 
the new economic year with quite insignificant modi
fications. With this, the system for realizing the new 
crop unfolds itself. The first period of the insuring 
of the wheat-export ended with the agreement made 
with Italy, inasmuch as Italy again takes over one 
million q. at the export prices of last year and in
sured an option for a further one million q. Accord
ing to the agreement recently made with Austria — 
this country takes over 25,000 q. of wheat and 35,000 

. of wheat-flour from the previous supply to be 
elivered till the end of July, at 20 S. receipt price 

ab boundary. The receipt-quantity determined in the 
contingent is 2.2 million q., to the debit of which 
Austria takes over 500,000 q. of flour. Besides this, 
Switzerland will also purchase wheat in larger quan
tities. Other states are also expected to take over

certain quantities for mixing purposes, and thus the 
export-surplus of this year's greater crop is expected 
to find its way to the foreign markets.

This insured export makes it possible for the 
excellent system of minimum prices introduced in the 
last economic year to be maintained respecting 
the home prices (the station-prices of the wheat were 
ascertained separately at various producing centers, 
the cost of carriage to Budapest being taken into con
sideration). The government decree bearing on this 
has already appeared. With the insuring of the mini
mum prices the Hungarian home market can once 
more make itself independent of the worldmarket 
prices. If the worldmarket prices rise, the Hungarian 
home-market prices can be raised also — a decrease 
of the world-market quotation, however, will not effect 
a similar decline in Hungarian prices.

B U M A N I A

INTERNAL LOAN EIGHT MILLIARD LEI

Roumania, in the month of July, will issue an 
internal loan for the purpose of settling her floating 
state debts. The loan will yield an interest of 3% to 
be lombarded at the Roumanian Bank of Issue and 
amortised by the state within 50 years by the repur 
chasing of the bonds. Out of this loan will be paid all 
the claims in existence against the state which the 
1934/35 Budget represents as items in arrears; fur
thermore — all the vouchers will be redeemed which 
the state gave to its creditors in the place of pay
ment during the last two years — and finally, all the 
annuity bonds in the possession of Roumanian citizens 
which were given as compensation for the destruction 
of the petroleum-wells during the war. The loan will 
amount to 8 milliard lei.

RUMANIA NEGOTIATES WITH HER 
FOREIGN GOODS. CREDITORS

Gradually the proposals of the Rumanian Natio
nal Bank to its foreign creditors are being made public 
with which it hopes to settle definitely all the questions 
of its overdue debts. The fundamental thought of these 
proposals is, that all commercial debts dating before 
Jne 11, 1935 — count as arrears. Several states 
objected to this and declared themselves unwilling to 
have the settlement of their claims diminished by the 
44% devisa-premium introduced June 11th. Influen
ced by the protests, the Rumanian National Bank 
seeks to surmount the difficulties by having the cre
ditors in each state unite in an „interest-representa- 
tion“ which would come to terms with the Ruma
nian National Bank. Inasmuch as the representations 
of certain states would agree to it that —  till the 
complete amortisation of the debts — 3% of the 
Rumanian Exports to the states concerned should be 
utilised for the purpose of amortisation, the National 
Bank would be willing to abandon the devisa-premium.
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S P O R T S

F E N C I N G
During the European Championship Meeting at 

Lausanne the Hungarian fencers once more proved 
the superiority of the Hungarian school. That Hun
garian sword fencing is in a class by itself, is shown 
most strikingly by the fact that, while all the six Hun
garian fencers reached the final, the first three places 
were taken by Hungarians. Hungarian foils sport also 
shows a remarkable development; the Hungarian team 
succeeded in winning the third prize in the team com
petition. The Hungarian women fencers also played a 
brilliant role, both the individual and team foil fenc
ing events being won by Hungary.

Results in full:
I. Sword (individual): 1. Aladar Gerevich (Hun

gary) ; 2. Imre Rajczy (Hungary); 3. Rajcsanyi (Hun
gary); 4. Gaudini (Italy),

II. Sword (team): 1, Hungary; 2. Italy; 3. Ger
many; 4, France,

III. Foils (individual): 1. Bocchino, Marzi, Le- 
moins and Gardero; 5. Kasimir. In this event the order 
of the first four fencers was not decided, so that they 
were all bracketed first.

IV. Foils (team): 1. Italy; 2. France; 3. Hungary.
V. Epee Team Competition: 1. France; 2. Sweden; 

3. Germany.
VI. Women's Foils (individual): 1. Helen Elek 

(Hungary); 2. Preiss (Austria); 3. Adams (Belgium).
VII. Women's Foils (team): 1. Hungary; 2, Austria; 

3. Germany.

MODERN PENTATLON
At the beginning of July in Hungary the great 

European contest of the modern pentatlonists took 
place, the participating countries being Sweden, Ger
many, Italy and Hungary. In a word, all the competi
tors worthy to be taken into consideration participated. 
The Hungarian public evinced great interest in the 
contest, certain events of which attracted a great 
number of distinguished spectators. Special interest 
was imparted to the event by the appearance of the 
Italian team which hitherto had not taken part in 
such tournaments.

The results of the individual numbers are as 
follows:

1. Riding: 1. Gyllenstierna (Sweden), 2. Handrich 
(Germany), 3. Petnehazy (Hungary).

2. Foils: 1. Petnehazy (Hungary), 2. Orgera
(Italy), 3. Handrich (Germany).

3. Pistol: 1. Orban (Hungary), 2. Cramer (Ger
many), 3. Boisman (Sweden).

4. Swimming (300 metres): 1. Lemp (Germany),
2. Orban (Hungary), 3. Cramer (Germany).

5. Crosscountry: 1, Bjuggren (Sweden), 2. Ribbing 
(Sweden), 3. Birck (Germany).

The totalled result of the individual events gave 
the first three places to the following:

i. Handrich (Germany), 2. Petnehazy (Hungary),
3. Orban (Hungary).

The result of the team contest was:
1. Germany, 2. Hungary, 3. Sweden, 4. Italy.

A T H L E T I C S
The first meeting of the Duch and Hungarian 

athletes took place at the end of. June in Amsterdam. 
This event resulted in a sweeping Hungarian victory. 
The Hungarian athletes won every event with the ex
ception of the 200 m. dash, the end result being 71,5:
44.5 in favour of the Hungarians.

END OF CONTEST FOR THE “ BALKAN CUP“

On June 23rd the four representative teams of the 
Balkan States played for the "Balkan Cup” in Sofia. 
In the deciding game the Yugoslav and Bulgarian 
teams came to play against each-other; however, in 
consequence of certain mistakes of the umpire, the 
Bulgarians refused to hand over the precious prize to 
the Yugoslav team. Therefore at the last meeting of 
the INS (Federation of the Yugoslav Foot-ball teams) 
it was announced that Yugoslavia would not parti
cipate any longer in the contest for the Balkan Cup, 
this being equivalent to the termination of the matches. 
The INS also announced that they would stop all 
intercourse with the Rumanian Foot-Ball Federation, 
forbidding the Yugoslav teams to play with Rumanian 
teams and not allowing Yugoslav umpires to officiate 
at matches of Rumanian teams, — The latter decision 
was inspired by the circumstance of the Rumanians 
having demanded that the next match for the Cup be 
held in Bucarest, while the Yugoslavs wished to have 
this match in Belgrade. Moreover, the Rumanians de
clared themselves unwilling to submit to a Yugoslav 
umpire. We note here that the Rumanian team was 
shamefully beaten on the whole line. This deplorable 
defeat was caused — according to the captain of the 
Federation — by the national central management 
having forbidden the three best foot-ball players of 
Hungarian nationality to play in the team, It must be 
remembered that, in conformity with the "Numerus 
Valachicus” movement, the number of foot-ball players 
of Hungarian nationality — though they be Rumanian 
subjects — has to correspond with the proportion 
established by official statistics in regard to the 
nationalities.

Editor-in-Chief: ELEMIiR SZUDY. Managing E ditor: Dr. ERNEST FLACHBARTH. — Editorial Offices and Management: 
Zrinyi-utca 1, Budapest, V. — All articles — with the exception of those signed “y“ — have been translated by Dr. ARTHUR 
B. YOLLAND, Professor of English Literature in the University of Budapest, — Issued and printed by Sarkany Ltd. — 

Responsible for the publication: Dr. ANDREW FALL. — Responsible for the printing : Dr. A. and J. Wessely.


