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cumstance caused a great sensation and does not make 
things look too promising for the Cabinet and the 
whole system of government.

According to the provisions of the election law 
the Government Party on the strength of the results 
obtained, even though it did not secure an absolute 
majority, will get three-fifths (221) of the 368 seats, 
while the remaining 147 will be divided between the 
Government Party and Macek's Party in proportion to 
the distribution of the votes in the various con
stituencies. The Maximovic and the Ljotic lists will 
not receive seats at all, because the number of votes 
to their credit does not reach the required 50,000. 
The work of allotting the 147 mandates is being done 
by a central general election committee which —  and 
this is particularly typical of the whole electioneering 
technique -— will not be ready with the task until the 
end of the month.

In spite of the superior numerical strength of the 
Government Party, the results of the elections show 
that even six and a half years of dictatorship have not 
succeeded in crushing the national aspirations of the 
Croatian People's Party. If Belgrade ever thought that 
blandishments or starvation and violence would help 
to settle the Croatian question and thus solve, once 
and for all, the problem of a Federal State, today, on 
reviewing the results of the elections, the Government 
must realize that it v/as an utterly false hope. The 
question of the Croatian nation —  indeed the problem 
of the new territories in general — is what it always 
was: a vital problem for the Yugoslav State, Unless it 
is solved radically, unless the problem of the two 
kindred Slav races and the legitimate demands of the 
national minorities are settled in a spirit of complete 
equality of rights, there will be neither lasting peace 
nor genuine consolidation in Yugoslavia. " y “

CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT IN BULGARIA
Exactly a year has elapsed since Mouchanov’s 

parliamentary Government was superseded by Geor- 
gieff's absolute Government, which undertook to 
eliminate demagogy and the rule of party interests 
from political life, to simplify administration, and to 
improve economic conditions. After Parliament was 
dissolved Georgieff’s Cabinet did introduce many re
forms by way of ordinances. The economic reforms in 
particular, however, were not always justified: they 
gave rise to uncertainty and stagnation in economic 
life. Although the Government in its last daya issued 
reassuring communiques to the effect that there would 
be no more economic reforms, the democratic feelings 
of the Bulgarian people could not get used to a regime 
so lavish of surprises. The Zlatev Government which 
succeeded was unable to inspire confidence, because 
its first concern was to enforce its predecessor's 
ordinances, without, however, giving the country a 
constitution in keeping with the democratic spirit of 
the people. Bulgaria, it is true, has had enough of the 
deleterious offshoots of a parliamentary system, but 
it is utterly out of keeping with the Bulgarian men

tality to allow the future of the country to be decided 
without the people having their say in the matter. 
This is particularly true today, when after so many 
wars and a humilating peace treaty the country is in 
the throes of a grave economic crisis. Within a year's 
time Bulgaria has had three Governments, the last of 
which has been formed by M. Toseff, former ambas
sador and famous author. The aim of the present Gov
ernment is to establish peace within the country and 
with its neighbours. The first item of its programme 
is the amendment, with the consent of the people, of 
the Constitution and the consolidation of economic 
life. The economic portfolios have been given to 
authorities on economics. M. Riaskof, President of the 
National Bank, is Minister of Finance. The portfolio 
of Minister of Justice has also been given to an ex
pert, M. Karagozof, President of the Chief Court of 
Cassation. It is certain that under the new regime 
Bulgarian foreign policy will follow the paths trod 
by the Democratic Governments and remain loyal to 
the Covenant of the League of Nations. “ y “
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„NUMERUS BOHEMICUS"
The ” M U teilungen  des d eu tschen  H au ptverbandes  

d er  In d u str ie" , the official organ of the Czecho-Slovak 
German Manufacturers' Association, announces that a 
number of its members have received, from the Min
istry of National Defence, an ordinance dated April 
18th 1935 stating that no enterprise will receive public 
contracts from the Ministry unless the number of 
Czechs on the staff of officials is in proportion to the 
number of Czecho-Slovak hands employed in the 
works; while the number of Czech hands must cor
respond to the nationality distribution of the locality 
in question. The ordinance, at the same time, forbids 
the employment of hands who are members of any 
politicai party dangerous to the State. Some provisions 
of the ordinance are to be put in force at once, and

every provision is to be carried into effect within two 
years. The ordinance is obviously anti-constitutional 
and a grave violation of the principle of equal rights 
for all citizens. The aim is to throw the burden of 
unemployment in a greater measure than ever upon the 
national minorities. Even according to official statistics 
the volume of unemployment is twice as great in the 
German industrial areas as in the districts inhabited 
by Czechs. Particulars concerning unemployment will 
be found in another article in our Political Economy 
columns. i,y ,t

SLOVAK AND MAGYAR  
NEWSPAPERS PLACED UNDER 

EMBARGO AND CENSORED
In our last number we reported that at the end 

of March the Pozsony District Court had decided 
that the ,,Slovak", the leading organ of the Slovak
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Catholic Autonomist People's Party, might be placed 
under an embargo. The Pozsony Court of Appeal has 
dismissed the appeal against this finding submitted by 
the ..Slovak", so that the administrative authorities 
may place the same at any time under an embargo. 
As illustrating the procedure of the censorship in 
respect of this paper we would note that between 
April 15th and May 5th the Czecho-Slovak Public 
Prosecutor confiscated the issues of the same no 
fewer than nine times. Indeed, during the week from 
April 30th. to May 5th. the paper was actually con
fiscated every day. Of the Magyar papers the May 
1st. issue of the ,,Komaromi Lapok" was confiscated 
simply because one of its articles had criticised the 
sixteen years’ activity of the State Land Office which 
was abolished on May 1st. after completion of the 
carying into effect of the land reform scheme. And 
the April 28th. issue of the ,,Magyar Hirlap", the 
organ of the National Christian Socialist Party, was 
confiscated for having made public the election mani
festo of the Party.

WHAT THE CATHOLIC 
HUNGARIANS DEMAND

The Hungarian Roman Catholic clergy of Czecho
slovakia have made their attendance at the National 
Catholic Congress to be held shortly in Prague con
ditional upon the fulfilment of certain demands. So 
far the clergy of some ten archdeaconries with Magyar 
minorities have submitted memorandums to the com
petent bishops, stressing in particular the following 
demands: —  1. that priests who are Magyars by 
tongue and nationality shall be given the preference 
when appointing the cures of parishes which are 
linguistically Magyar; and 2. that in connection with 
the m od u s viven d i to be appointed by agreement the 
Magyar members of the Church shall not be scattered 
among the various dioceses, but that a Magyar dio
cese or vicariate respectively shall be established.

11 V M A N  I A

REMARKABLE EASTER PASTORAL 
OF TRANSYLVANIAN 

SAXON BISHOP
The Saxon Evangelical Church of Transylvania —  

which during four centuries of Hungarian rule enjoyed 
the fullest autonomy, its model network of schools 
being to the last moment supported by the Hungarian 
State on the same basis as the schools which were 
Magyar by language —  has recently, particularly dur
ing the past two years, been exposed to attacks of 
increasing vehemence on the part of the Rumanian 
State .which is being "run" in the spirit of the Ortho
dox (Greek Oriental) Church. The complaints of the 
Saxon people were voiced vigorousily by Bishop 
Glondys, the head of the Saxon Church of Transylva
nia, in his Easter Pastoral entitled "Under the Shadow 
of the Persecution of the Easter Festival". This pasto
ral was published in full in the Easter sumbers of 
several Transylvanian German papers; and in conse
quence the Saxon bishop has been very savagely 
attacked by the Rumanian press.

The pastoral points out that the Germans of 
Transylvania are being more and more seriously 
hindered in the use of their native tongue and in the 
cultivation of their ancient culture, while obstacles 
are being thrown in the way of their economic develop
ment and the possibilities of earning a livelihood more

and more restricted. The pastoral then says that "our 
popular Church is also threatened with a serious 
aanger and is having blow alter blow mtlicied on it. 
the ancient rights oi our popular Church —  wincn 
were exercised intact tor centuries previously —  have 
now been disputed. The material inundations ol the 
Church s existence were shaken by the land reform 
measures, tor it was not granted either an adequate 
price lor the land expropriated or lull compensation. 
u u r  ancien t C nurch  sch oo l sy s iem  has b een  red u ced  
to  grave m aterial straits, the result being that these 
schools —  once the pride ol our Church and the cul
tural ornaments ol boutii-Bast Europe —  are today 
merely dragging out a miserable existence. Aithougn 
we are entiueu to establish denominational schools, 
care has been taken to provide that the maintenance 
ol the same shall be either impossible or subject to 
restrictions prejudicing the adequacy ol that mainte
nance, as also that ever-increasing restrictions shall 
hamper the elticiency ol their moral education".

Bishop Glondys points out that the Rumanian 
State otters no compensation whatever tor the charge 
undertaken on its behall by the Church in supplying 
more than 45,000 children with education. For a short 
time the Saxon Evangelical schools did indeed receive 
a slight subsidy from the Rumanian State; but for 
n ea rly  th ree  y ea rs  th e su bsid y  was n ot rem itted , 
although it ligured as an item in the State Budget, this 
year the whole item was struck out oi the Budget, 
despite the fact that under the Minority Treaty con
cluded with the Allied and Associated Rowers Ruma
nia undertook the obligation of "proportionate" con
tribution. The pastoral then enumerates in detail the 
attacks directed against the inner organ isation  o f the 
sch o o ls  m aintained b y  the Church. It points out that 
a w h o le  s er ies  o f  su b jec ts  o i  instru ction  h ave been  
fo r c ib ly  rum anianised , although the Church is entitled 
to determine the language ol instruction to be used 
in its schools. T he pu pils have to  pass an exam ination  
in Rum anian in the su b jec ts  taught in G erm an, w hile 
in the u p per  cla sses  m in ority  pu pils m ay o n ly  learn  
the language and litera tu re o f  their ow n p e o p le  during  
ad dition a l hours o f  instru ction  n ot figuring in the 
ord in ary  cu rricu lu m , the h istory  o f  th eir p e o p le  being  
given  to  them  on ly  in qu ite  su p erficia l abstracts.

In addition, the church assemblies are prevented 
by the gendarmes. In one case, so Bishop Glondys 
tells us, the gen darm es en tered  an E van gelica l church  
and w ith ou t taking o ff  their caps ad van ced  right up 
to the a ltar step s, sca tterin g  the co n g reg a tion ; and the 
com p la in t p erso n a lly  su bm itted  to  the M in ister o f  
E ducaion  b y  the B ish op  fou r m onths ago has not 
resu lted  in the gen darm es being punished  fo r  their 
p ro fa n ity .

R ecen tly  the Rum anian S la te  w ith d rew  the congrua  
(S ta te  su b sid y ) servin g  to su pp lem en t th e em olum ents  
o f the m inisters and oth er e m p lo y ee s  o f  the Church, 
leaving  o n ly  a sm all fra ction  o i the sam e at the 
d isposa l o f  the Church. For that reason the Church is 
threatened with having to suspend a number of bene
fices (it is at present impossible to guess the number) 
and leave a number of parishes without ministers. 
"S o  n ow  it is a war to  the kn ife  —  n eck  or  noth ing! 
T his is open  cu ltu ra l w arfare —  a p ersecu tio n  o f  our 
C h u rch !" —  is the warning uttered in conclusiun by 
Bishop Glondys.

The Rumanian press has savagely attacked Bishop 
Glondys for writing the pastoral. The “ C u ren tu l"  
(May 3rd., 1935) calls upon the Saxone to remove 
Glondys from his post and not wait until the Ru
manians take him by the scruff of his neck and drag 
him from his episcopal seat. The ” F ron ta l R om a n ese" 
— Vaida-Voivod's organ —  demands the removal of 
"this undeserving, miserable traitor".
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THE JEWS OF RUMANIA AND 
THE ANTI-JEWISH EXCESSES
The anti-Jewish demonstrations stagemanaged 

during the month of April by the Bucharest students 
and other ultraconservative elements —  combined 
with the excesses committed during those demonstra
tions —  have impelled the Union of Rumanian Jews 
to protest in a memorandum addressed to Premier 
Tatarescu. The memorandum shows that, despite the 
fact that the Constitution ensures all citizens equality 
of rights without respect of faith, race, language or 
origin, and that the incitement of one section of the 
population to hatred of any other section is punishable 
alike under the criminal code and under the Act relat
ing to the maintenance of public order, the anti-Jewish 
press is accorded specially indulgent treatment even 
notwithstanding the censorship and the state of siege 
in force, a circumstance which was the real cause of 
the recent anti-Jewish riots. The memorandum shows 
further that Jews are being compelled by force to 
get off trams and motor-cars and to leave cafes and 
theatres, while they are also hindered even from walk
ing in the streets, their charity meetings being disturbed 
and broken up and the windows of their apartments, 
schools and institutes smashed. It is true, indeed, that 
by order of Government a few persons have been 
"detained” ; however the real object of the state of siege 
is not to suppress, but to anticipate, all forms of riot. 
In conclusion the memorandum establishes the fact 
that similar agitation and disturbances have been 
reported from other parts of the country too. In con
sequence the Union of Rumanian Jews begs the 
Premier to enforce the provisions of the laws and to 
ensure the efficaciousness of the state of siege and 
of the censorship even in cases where it happens to 
be a question only of the personal safety and the 
security of the property of nationals belonging to the 
Jewish minority.

WESSELENYI STATUE AT ZILAH 
DEMOLISHED

This statue, the work of John Fadrusz, was 
unveiled in 1902. It is one of the finest creations of 
Hungarian art. The statue is that of Baron Nicholas 
Wesselenyi, the great politician of the Age of Reform 
prior to 1848 and one of the pioneers of the movement 
for the liberation of feudatories, whose activity was 
of just as much importance to the Rumanian as it 
was to the Hungarian (Magyar) peasantry. The statue 
showed a peasant with his hat in his hand standing 
before Wesselenyi and looking up to the Baron, whose 
right hand was placed on the vassal's shoulder. The 
inscription on the statue was: —- ,,We are free: hence
forth you will be free too". Once previously too an 
attempt had been made to destroy the statue; and 
when it was bruited abroad that a fresh attempt was 
to be made, the Magyar Party approached the Minister 
of the Interior and begged him to protect the monu
ment. In answer, the Prefect of Szilagyi County, in 
terms of a resolution of the county committee, ordered 
the statue to be demolished, that being done at 3 
a. m. on April 25th., under the protection of a strong 
special detachment of gendarmes and police. ("Brassoi 
Lapok”, April 27th, 1935.)

HUNGARIAN NOVELIST ARRESTED 
AND COURTMARTIALLED

After an investigation lasting two years the 
Rumanian authorities discovered that the author of

the novel "Zatony" ("Shoals") which appeared in Bu
dapest some years ago —  who had used the nom  de  
gu erre  "Moses Sz6kely” —  was Roland Daday, a 
landed proprietor living near Des, in the County of 
Szolnok-Doboka. "Moses Szekely" having once more 
made his appearance in the market —  with a new novel 
entitled "Csutortok" ("Thursday"), also placed under 
embargo in Rumania for having severely criticised the 
conditions prevailing in that country — , Roland Daday 
has been arrested and courtmartialled. (,,Brassoi 
Lapok", April 22nd.)

GENDARME ATROCITIES AS RIFE 
AS EVER IN UDVARHELY COUNTY

As a result of the failure to severely punish 
gendarme atrocities we are being treated to a constant 
repetition of such events in the land of the Szeklers. 
A recent issue of the ,,Szekely Kozelet" (May 4th., 
1935) reports two cases of gendarme brutality in the 
County of Udvarhely, the population of which is ex
clusively Magyar. The first case is that of Michael 
Nagy, a man of 68 with 9 children living in the village 
of Tibod (Tibodu), who was boxed on the ears in 
his own house by a sergeant of gendarmes, who then 
beat him so terribly with the but end of his rifle that 
his scalp was torn, and then kicked the old man (who 
was lying on the floor) so violently that he was 
thrown onto the bed on which the four smaller child
ren were lying. He then took the old man to the 
gendarme station, where he was stripped naked and 
once more beaten. According to the doctor’s certificate 
Michael Nagy's injuries are so serious that it will 
take three weeks for them to heal. —  The other 
atrocity committed by gendarmes was at Zetelaka 
(Zetea), where two inhabitants of the village —  An
thony Jakocs and Stephen Lukacs, men of 23 and 27 
respectively —  were beaten by gendarmes with the 
but ends of their rifles, then stabbed in the leg and 
taken in irons to the station, where they were once 
more beaten black and blue.

MAGYAR NEWSPAPERS 
UNDER EMBARGO

The ,,Enyedi Hirlap" appearing at Nagyenyed has 
been placed under embargo fo r  fou r  w eek s  by the 
Ministry of the Interior, while the „Uj Magyar Szo‘‘ 
appearing in Nagyvarad has been placed under 
embargo (for three days) by the Censor.
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NATIONAL EQUALITY IN PRACTICE
Last year a special Act was passed restoring to 

the 74 towns in Yugoslavia the self-government which 
had been suspended since 1929. However, the carrying 
into effect of the Act is still being delayed, the affairs 
of the towns in question continuing to be managed by 
officially appointed ,corporations". How the system 
of official "corporations" prejudices the rights of the 
minorities, is shown also by the recent appointment 
of the ,,corporation" to act as board of management 
of the town Nagybecskerek (Veliki-Beckerek) which 
a few months ago was re-christened „Petrovgrad". The 
new .corporation" formed by ordinance of the Ban 
contains only 2 Magyars and 5 Germans, though the 
Magyars and Germans combined form an absolute 
majority.


