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F IE R C E  A G IT A T IO N  IN  R U M A N IA N  P R E S S  
A G A IN S T  H U N G A R IA N  M IN O R IT Y

W hile the Rumanian Foreign Minister keeps 
speaking before international forums about 
the ’ ’spiritualisation”  of frontiers, and 

statements made by him to representatives of 
the foreign press tell us of the absolute equality 
of rights of the minorities living in Rumania, 
the Rumanian press — irrespective of party —  is 
engaged in carrying on a ruthless war and cam
paign of calumny against the minorities (and in 
particular against the Hungarian minority), assailing 
the latter with peculiar bitterness in connection with 
the fight against revision. The articles dealing with 
this subject are allowed by the Censor to appear 
unhindered; nor does the Public Prosecutor take any 
proceedings whatsoever against the Rumanian pap
ers guilty of incitement; though at the same time 
libel suits are being instituted en masse and a whole 
series of severe sentences passed against the Hun
garian journalists.

To give an instance, the ’ ’Chemarea Rom dnilor” , 
a Rumanian weekly appearing in Kolozsvar, called 
upon the Rumanians to forcibly remove all the broad
casting stations belonging to Hungarians and to 
forbid Hungarians having broadcasting apparatuses 
at all!! (’ ’Brassoi Lapok” , No. 51, March 4th., 1934). 
An article by Jon Agerbiceanu complaining of the 
tolerance shown towards the Hungarian m inority has 
been published on the front page by the Kolozsvar 
organ of the National Peasant Party. (’ ’Ellenzek” , 
No. 76, April 4th., 1934). The ’ ’^ara NoastrS” , 
Octavian Goga’s organ, in connection with the 
National Labour Protection Act bitterly attacked 
the minorities, inventing a new category of citizens 
called the caste of ’ ’foreigners of Rumanian na
tionality”  (’ ’Aradi Kozlony” , No. 145, July 5th., 
1934).

However, the ringleaders in the campaign for 
infuriating Rumanian public opinion are the two 
biggest Bucharest papers —  the ’ ’ Universal”  and 
the ’ ’Curentul”  —  which are closely connected with 
Titulescu. The ’ ’Curentul”  publishes anti-minority 
articles practically every day, violently attacking 
also the few sober-minded Rumanian politicians 
who have a word to say for the Hungarian minority. 
Not a day passes without articles appearing in the 
’ ’ Universal”  abusing and calumniating the Hun

garian minority, its institutions, schools and chur
ches etc., each of these articles demanding in a 
tone of infatuated chavinism that members of the 
Hungarian minority should be dismissed from 
office at once. According to the ’ ’ Universal”  that 
m inority are pariahs not deserving equality who m ust 
be deprived of their schools and their culture, of their 
freedom of movement and means of earning a living, 
and plunged once more into that prim itive state in 
which they were when they ’ ’brought over the 
Verecke Pass irredentism softened under their 
saddles and anti-State revolt jauping in their 
noggins” .

In the ’ ’Curentul” , a Bucharest daily edited by 
Pamfil ^eicaru, since March, 1934, there has been 
a special column headed ’ ’Plebiscite”  in which whole 
pages appear containing answers sent in by Ruman
ian men and women of every class of society in reply 
to circulars distributed by the hundred thousand all 
over Rumania and containing six questions.

Apart from a very few exceptions, these answers 
teem with charges —  chiefly of an economic nature 
—  brought against the minorities, and are calculated 
to propagate hatred of the minorities. We naturally 
ask ourselves the question whether —  as the ’ ’Curen
tul”  supposes —  it is possible that a majority people 
numbering fourteen million souls could ever be 
reduced to a position of inferiority as against a 
combination of minorities aggregating altogether 
only four millions? Such a supposition is against all 
logic and sober reason. The real object of this action 
is to enable the Rumanian element to secure the 
hegemony in every relation of public and private 
life alike. In order to further the attainment of this 
object, all ’ ’plebiscitists”  alike —  apart from very 
slight deviations —  suggest recourse being had to 
the same methods; the only differences being in 
respect of degree (e. g. whereas one of the writers 
demands the settlement of Rumanians in districts 
inhabited by minorities, another would have the 
work of ’ ’expropriation”  extended to house property, 
factories and undertakings too). Practically all the 
writers demand the exclusion of the minorities from 
the army and public offices. They would also deprive 
the minorities of all means of earning a living by 
ostracising them from the commercial and industrial
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professions too. The crowning piece of the whole 
scheme would be the application of a ’ ’numerus 
clausus”  in secondary schools and at universities and 
colleges. The writers all agree in saying that the 
Rumanian element is in a grave position placing it 
in intolerable inferiority as contrasted with the 
non-Rumanian minorities. But they are unable to 
point out exactly where the dangerous ’ ’predomin
ance”  of the minorities is in evidence.

We give below a few answers for the purpose of 
affording our readers an opportunity to convince 
themselves of the mentality prevailing today in 
Rumania in respect of persons belonging to the 
non-Rumanian minorities.

George Br&tianu, the well-known leading Rum
anian politician, suggests that the Rumanians living 
abroad should be brought back to Rumania and 
settled in the more ’ ’dangerous”  regions of the 
country. The same idea is suggested by General 
M ichael Olteanu. The Greek Catholic Bishop of 
Lugos, Nicolescu Alexandra, 'proposes the adoption  
of a ’ ’numerus clausus”  as against the minorities. 
I n  his opinion, important posts in  the public ad
ministration can only be filled by Rum anians (as if 
there were any minority officials at all left in such 
positions today!!). All institutions organically con
nected with the protection of the State —  post 
office service, railways, armament factories —  must 
be rumanianised.

A  student of the P olytechnic College at J a ssy  o f the 
nam e of Leonida demands that all m in ority elements 
be removed from  the civil service and the arm y, that 
all Jew s be driven out of R um ania, and that in the 
fu ture (a m ong other things) no persons belonging  
to the m inorities be allowed to enter the teaching 
profession , while the R um anians living in  the 
territories annexed to the country ( in  particular in  
Bessarabia) should be subjected to the strictest 
selection. M itescu , a Galaf advocate, demands the 
rumanianisation of all public authorities and the 
gradual removal from  all public offices of all persons 
belonging to the m inorities. In his opinion only  
merchants and craftsm en belonging to the Orthodox  
Church m ust be supported or aided, and the m eans 
of credit em ployed m u st be exclusively R u m a n ia n : 
and in conclusion he would apply the quota prin
ciple in all professions and trades. As the future 
solution of the problem he would suggest that 
R um anian  girls should receive dowries from  the 
State to encourage them to wed persons belonging  
to m inorities and to rum anianise their children. 
Indeed, he would have the younger generations 
o f Rumanian men also specially prepared to wed 
women belonging to minorities.

lo a n  U rsu , D ep u ty  M a yo r  o f Szatm dr, would

have all officials belonging to minorities transferred 
to the central part of the country, —  as also those 
Rumanian officials who are married to Hungarian 
women. As against the opinion of Mitescu referred 
to above, a parish clerk from Szilagy County 
would have a law passed forbidding Rumanian 
men to wed women belonging to m inorities. A 
clergyman of the name of J osif M u satescu  proposes 
to close the frontiers and refuse to allow foreigners  
to enter the country. Foreigners he takes to include 
the minorities; and —  among other things —  he 
suggests that no children of minority parents 
should be admitted to State schools. A  wom an  
teacher from  Suceava believes that an effectual 
means of protection against the minorities would 
be to make m in ority pupils attending schools p a y  
higher fees than those paid by R um anians. Sim on  
Gocan, master at the ’ ’ G ojdu”  L yceu m  in N agyvdrad, 
proposes that Governm ent should suspend the 
autonom y of the frontier towns for a period of ten 
years, should rum anianise the frontiers and remove 
all H ungarian officials from  the frontiers. Mr. 
Gocan’s wish was realised long ago; for between 
1919 and 1926 the towns in Rumania were ad
ministered by officially appointed councils or 
boards, that period being followed by the era of 
’ ’interimar”  commissions, —  the time in question 
being therefore well in excess of the period of 
10 years suggested by him. A  Craiova merchant 
of the nam e of N icolae P opescu  demands the rum 
anianisation of commerce and trade b y  m eans of 
special laws decreeing that no persons belonging to 
m inorities m a y carry on trade or industry except 
after the expiration of a certain ’ ’year of candidat
ure” , provision  being made at the same time to 
im pose double taxes on all persons not belonging  
to the R um anian  m a jority. Gheorghe Bardas, 
elem entary school teacher in  Szeben C ou n ty, pro
poses —  among other things —  that only R u m 
anians should be eligible for public contracts. O nly  
such persons belonging to m inorities should be 
eligible for em ploym ent as have studied at State  
schools. T he ”  nostrification”  (incorporation) of 
foreign  diplom as should be prohibited. Gheorghe 
Com an, theological student from  B u kovina , actually 
goes so far as to propose that persons who during 
hours of service presume to speak any other 
language than that of the State should be liable to 
immediate dismissal. A u reliu s T am asoiu , articled 
solicitor’s clerk, of Szaszvdros, urges the settlement 
of Rumanians in the frontier regions and desires 
that a special law should decree that only Rum anians  
by birth should be em ployed as civil servants in  
the frontier towns. He would forbid military 
officers to marry women of non-Rumanian origin.
S . T om escu, retired captain ( B u ch a rest)x demands 
an immediate amendment of the Constitution 
forbidding a n y person of foreign blood, even if  a 
R um anian national, to take part in  the governm ent 
o f the S ta te ; and though possessing the right to 
vote, such persons should not be eligible.

Shal we continue? We believe we have quoted 
sufficient to enable our readers to convince 
themselves that the Rumanian press is not util
ising the power of the printed letter to form public 
opinion for the purpose of reconciliation, but 
rather for that of estrangement.


