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”THOU SHALT NOT K IL L ”
b y

Francis H erczeg

T
hou shalt not kill, —  this is one of the fund
amental laws of all religions and civilisations. 
The great thinkers of mankind have started 
from the thesis that the angel of death is the 

master of man and not his servant. Death cannot 
be a trump card in the hands of any mortal. A 
slave cannot command his master.

The State is still of the opinion that it cannot 
maintain a social symbiosis unless it makes man
slaughter its monopoly. The destruction of life is 
effected —  alike in war and in the administration 
of justice —  in certain fixed forms. This we must 
unfortunately acquiesce in, although we know that 
the ultimate aim of every form of culture is to render 
murder superfluous.

All the more reason why every society claiming 
to be regarded as civilised should adopt a decided 
attitude of protest against arbitrary manslaughter 
not sanctioned by law. Every murder is an attempt 
against humanity in general. Any one who kills a 
fellow-man is at the same time guilty of self-slaugh- 
ter, seeing that he takes up arms against his own 
existence. Any one who kills for reasons of principle 
defiles his ideals; and a political murderer is guilty 
of undermining the very foundations of the life of 
his own nation.

The Marseilles regicide was an attempt against 
humanity. So was also the villainous crime to which, 
twenty years ago, a scion of the House of Habsburg 
fell a victim in Serajevo. Those who call the death 
of Alexander Karageorgevitch a crime cannot 
describe as a deed of heroism the murder of Francis 
Ferdinand either.

We see an alarming symptom of the decay |of 
modern society in the fact that it attempts to dis
tinguish between murder and murder. We know 
that in honour of Princip almost every town in 
Yugoslavia has a street named after him, while the 
scene of the murder in Serajevo has been marked 
by the erection of a monument glorifying the ’ ’deed 
of heroism” . The memorial was erected by the 
Balkans; but the ceremony of unveiling was attended 
also by officers representing a Western Power. This 
is what we call a symptom of decay!!

So abominable a distinction cannot possibly be 
acquiesced in by the instinct of self-preservation 
of the civilised peoples. We Hungarians, whose 
historical traditions and manner of thinking have 
never allowed of our having anything in common 
with political murderers, have a right to be shocked 
by the Marseilles deed of horror. But those who 
celebrate the crime of Serajevo as a deed of heroism 
are not entitled to act as moral censors in connection

with the Marseilles attempt. Their judgment is 
bound to be actuated by malice. Should they think 
logically, the Marseilles murder —  which to us is a 
dastardly crime —  must be to them only a tragic 
episode in the struggle being waged by certain 
peoples for booty which from time to time demands 
grave sacrifices from various quarters. For, should 
their theory of ’ ’conditional crime”  be taken as 
a standard, it may happen that some future gener
ation will erect in honour of the Marseilles murderer 
a memorial similar to that now in Serajevo.

Bloodshed is not justified because it benefits 
someone. And it ultimately proves by no means 
’ ’expedient” ; for the blood thus shed leaves a stain 
on what today is regarded as a triumph, stigmatises 
the same, and begins to bleed again when least 
expected —  as is reported by the Neapolitan legends 
of the blood of St. Januarius.

What happened after Marseilles is disgracefully 
instructive —  the incredible cynicism shown by 
politicians in their endeavour to make capital out 
of the life-blood of a king. That was surely a classical 
instance of disrespect for the dead!!

We shall never forget the attitude of a fraction of 
the French press. This section of the French press, 
of which ’ ’Pertinax”  was the loudest mouthpiece, 
attempted in defiance of common sense to implicate 
Hungary in the bloody crime. We believe that we 
comprehend the mentality of this infatuated political 
school. The rfile allotted to Hungary in their house
hold economy by these politicians was that of 
supplying with meat the watchdogs of France. 
And, seeing that Hungary is neither abject nor 
cowardly enough to voluntarily undertake such 
a role, they would make us figure as blackminded 
enemies of peace and order who have forfeited all 
human rights.

And we would add that we are fully aware that 
this grotesque policy does not express the will of 
real Frenchmen. The French nation known to us 
is one of a large heart and brilliant intellectual 
qualities. And it is to those worthy sons of the 
French nation who are endeavouring to secure the 
future of Europe by a reconciliation of the peoples 
to whom our respect and affection goes out.

The reason why the Little Entente worked with 
such frantic zeal to assist ’ ’Pertinax”  and his asso
ciates was that it hoped the general indignation 
aroused throughout the world as a consequence of 
the Marseilles murder would enable it to give the 
cowp de grace to the life-instinct of the Hungarians. 
In order to attain that end it proposed to renew
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the campaign of calumny which had on one occasion 
—  in the Peace of Trianon —  been crowned with 
success, leading to the dismemberment of Hungary.

For such a campaign of calumny to be successful, 
however, there was need of the war madness which 
had previously blinded even the sharpest-sighted 
statesmen in the world. The unanimous indignation 
of Hungarian public opinion which repulsed the 
wicked and stupid attack, the manly and dignified 
statement made by Premier Gombos to the corres
pondent of a French newspaper, —  these moments 
were bound to have their due effect. On this occasion 
a Hungarian Premier was really speaking after 
the heart of the Hungarian nation.

We Hungarians have reasons galore for desiring 
that every hidden connection of the Marseilles crime 
should be revealed. We feel particularly gratified

that the Marseilles murder and all its ramifications 
are now before the League of Nations; and at 
this stage of the procedure all [we can do is to 
express the hope and desire that the League take 
its solemn duty most seriously, act quickly 
— nay, at once — and thus refrain from protrac
ting an intolerable situation, — that of world
wide publicity for atrocious charges put forward 
with the utmost vagueness. The result of 
the inquiry, when the chain of events leading 
to Marseilles is taken into account, may cer
tainly prove a painful one, ■— but not to us. 
That result will prove that for the distressing state 
of things prevailing today in the Danube basin the 
responsibility rests with those whose vital interest 
it is to employ lies and slander and terror and blood
shed to delay the inevitable victory of Justice.

H U N G A R Y  E N E R G E T IC A L L Y  D EM AN D S  
U R G EN T IN V E STIG A TIO N  OF C H A R G ES  

B R O U G H T A G A IN ST  H ER

T
he Note submitted to the League of Nations 

on November 22nd. by Yugoslavia —  which 
Note has been endorsed also by the Czecho
slovak and Rumanian Governments —  is an 

attack of unprecedented gravity against the national 
honour of Hungary. For this Note asserts that 
according to the results of the examination the 
Hungarian authorities are responsible for assistance 
and support accorded to the Marseilles terrorists, 
that professional criminals were trained in Hun
gary and entrusted with the execution of a whole 
series of crimes and murders serving definite poli
tical aims.

This Note submitted by the Yugoslav Government 
is the culmination of the campaign of calumny 
started against our country and our nation imme
diately after the Marseilles crime so unanimously 
condemned by Hungarian public opinion. The 
Yugoslav Government has, before Europe and the 
world, brought charges of unheard-of gravity 
against Hungary without having supported these 
charges with facts and proofs.

The Hungarian nation lost very much in the 
Great War; but it preserved its honour unsullied 
and intact. Political murder and its methods never 
figured in the armoury of the Hungarians. This 
fact cannot be stressed energetically enough, parti
cularly as against an antagonist whose history of 
a hundred years is one long series of regicides, — 
which during the past decennium and a half has

done away with many eminent sons of the Croatian 
nation, together with hundreds of Macedo-Bul- 
garians, Albanians and Croats, simply because these 
unfortunate victims were dissatisfied with the 
system employed against all non-Serbian peoples — 
under the disguise of the fiction of Yugoslav national 
unity —  by the pseudo-parliamentary regime of 
Belgrade which subsequently openly avowed its 
dictatorial character.

No one will be surprised that the Hungarian 
nation thus assailed through its most precious 
treasure, its honour, should have been incensed by 
the Note of the Yugoslav Government. As the 
unbiassed section of the forwign press has shown, 
the Hungarian nation cannot for one moment allow 
itself to be exposed to the charge of murder. Con
sequently, Hungarian public opinion has unanim
ously approved of the step taken by its Government 
and the Hungarian Delegate to the League of Nations 
to demand an urgent discussion of the Yugoslav 
complaint by an Extraordinary Meeting of the 
Council of the League.

While these lines are being written, though the 
League of Nations has indeed fixed the discussion 
of the Hungarian motion asking for an immediate 
investigation, it is not certain that the Hungarian 
request will be complied with and a definitive 
discussion held. However, the fact may already 
be established that the memorandum submitted 
by the Serbian Government deals almost exclusi




