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D ISM E M B E R E D  H U N G AR Y
by

Rhys J. Davies M.  P.

I confess right away a natural instinct to favour 
the cause of the smaller nationalities and espe
cially those who are suffering humiliation at the 
hands of the bigger and mighty ones. This comes, 

maybe, of that sentiment all men embrace against 
the bully who whips the little chap who cannot 
possibly retaliate because he is physically smaller 
and weaker. Moreover, I was born in Wales; and whilst 
the English people are the most generous-minded of 
all in their treatment of smaller nations, I  well 
remember being compelled to attend, in my native 
village, a day school, owned and controlled by the 
English Church, which was alien to 85 per cent of the 
population. Then, if you please, we were not taught 
a word of our native language in that school. In fact, 
its teaching was strictly prohibited, when at the 
same time we knew that Jewish children in London, 
Manchester and Leeds were taught Yiddish at the 
public expense.

Happily, all that is now a thing of the past. Indeed, 
the Welsh, Irish and Scottish people almost domi
nate English politics, whilst the Englishman himself 
seems to be satisfied to let them.

Hungary is the small boy being kept down by 
bigger fellows. That is the position translated into 
human terms. In fact, it is worse than that; the big 
fellow, at the close of the great War, not only stole 
the youngster’s clothes from his back as it were, but 
reduced his living accommodation by one half 
and separated him from most of his blood relations 
as well. Who, therefore, can but sympathise with 
this little chap? Hungary is the suffering one; the 
Treaty of Trianon is the piece of paper which depri
ved her of her territory and more than half her 
population.

If you want to know how Hungary groans under the 
provisions of this Treaty, all you have to do is to take 
a trip to the University town of Szeged with a popu
lation of over 100.000, near the Yugoslav fron
tier. On the outskirts of that town you will see the 
new artificial frontier between Hungary and Yugo
slavia. It runs through a waterless ditch about six 
feet deep. On both sides there live farmers, all of 
Magyar stock ; peasants who used to mingle with 
each other socially, doing business together and 
attending the same place of worship regularly.

This, of course, is only one of many illustrations of 
the way the provisions of the Treaty of Trianon 
operate in actual practice; but it is worth pursuing 
a little further just to show what is happening in this 
part of the world. Those who pray for Peace and 
want to pursue it can do no better than study this 
problem. They will then know that Peace is not

possible under such conditions as those we are now 
describing.

On the other side of the ditch, when you look 
towards Yugoslavia, you will see watch towers built 
high above ground where Serbian soldiers stand to, 
all day and all night. They are armed, of course, 
and they are fortifipd further on with block-houses 
where you see nitches for the mouths of machine 
guns, or probably heavier types of the deadly things. 
Barbed wire entanglements abound along the fron
tier here; and the tragedy of it all is that farmers on 
one side of the ditch find their holdings in two 
separate countries. Every time they have to pass 
to and fro to till the soil they must show their pass
ports just as if they crossed any other well guarded 
frontier. Surely there never was such a hideous state 
of affairs in any part of the world! Indeed, it is very 
doubtful if the mightiest imperialist power the world 
has ever known could behave in a more brutal 
manner.

Then, every method known to the subtle mind is 
employed to prevent contact between the families 
living on the two borders. Reports show that many 
Hungarians have been shot on this spot during the 
last few years. You cannot, of course, argue with 
a soldier who belongs to another country when his 
bullets find their home is the heart of a man standing 
on his own territory. What madness all this is! It is 
no use blaming the soldiers, the farmers or the inha
bitants on this ridiculous frontier line; the blame 
rests on the heads of those who drafted the Treaty 
of Trianon which makes all this silly business possible.

What of the future of Hungary? Can the Hunga
rians look with any confidence to a change for the 
better? Will it ever be possible to bring back to the 
fold of the present Hungary those three million 
Magyars who are now living on what is, to them, 
foreign soil?

An answer to those questions is almost impossible. 
Changes in European affairs take place with such 
speed that they may answer themselves almost over 
night. On the other hand, we may have to wait for 
many years to come before any movement is made 
to redress Hungary’s grievances. One thing is certain, 
and that is all to the good: there are more people of 
eminence who understand Hungary’s problems today 
than has been the case since 1918. Moreover, it is 
certain that Hungary has many more friends in 
Great Britain today than she has had since the 
end of the Great War.

Should any great changes arise in Central Europe 
the Hungarian people will most certainly benefio 
by the exercise of that friendship and better under 
standing.
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’ ’R E A L IT Y ”
OF H U N G A R IA N  R E V ISIO N IST  P O L IC Y

by
Emil Nagy

I.

Not only is our claim to a revision not an 
illusory endeavour; it is on the contrary far 
the most ’ ’real”  of all the questions of an 
international character still awaiting a sol

ution. It is just ten years since I began my fight 
for a revision —  during a long sojourn in England; 
since that time I have exchanged viewe respecting 
the real nature of this revision with all the best 
elements of almost every civilised country —  not 
merely with hundreds, but with thousands — , but 
have so far never come across a single peraon of 
good faith who, after familiarising himself thoroughly 
with the question, refused to admit that theHungarian 
nation could not under any circumstances renounce 
its claim to a revision of the frontiers fixed by the 
Treaty of Trianon. The vast majority of those with 
whom I discussed the question on the contrary 
expressed the conviction that the Hungarians would 
be the most contemptible people on earth if they 
consented to acquiesce in the decisions taken de 
nobis sine nobis in Paris in the spring of 1919, while 
Hungary was in the throes of communism run 
amuck. Today the whole civilised world is fully 
aware that the Trianon frontiers came into being 
as the result of deception and cajolery and of an 
extremely shrewd exploitation, by the use of false 
data, counterfeit maps and perfidious exposition, 
of the ignorance of those deciding our fate. That 
the Hungarian nation can never consent to frontiers 
brought into being in such a manner, is so sound 
a ’ ’reality”  that I cannot conceive of anything 
sounder in the life of any nation whatsoever. Con- 

- sequently it is not those who proclaim that there 
will he no peace in the Danube valley until these 
blunders have been made good by means of a rational 
and just revision, that indulge in illusions or pursue 
an unsound national policy out of touch with the 
facts; on the contrary, the persons entertaining 
ridiculous illusions and defying the postulates of 
sound and sober discernment are those who would 
have the world believe that the Hungarian nation 
can ever acquiesce in these frontiers. For in the 
life of a nation, as in the lives of individuals, not 
only that which is easily 'palpable in a material sense 
is ’ ’real” , but the elementary atmosphere of reality 
contains also things so inseparably bound up with 
the spiritual life of individuals and nations that they 
can never be severed therefrom.

II.
The ’ ’real”  character of our claim to a revision 

is shown by the fact that it is the only means of 
securing real peace in the Danube basin —  that real 
peace which today is the object of the most earnest 
endeavours of the Great Powers. As a consequence

an endeavour which is the sole means calculated to 
bring about peaceful conditions of the kind, must be 
the embodiment of a conception thoroughly ’ ’real”  in 
character. That this fact is not acknowledged today in 
the States by which we are surrounded —  or for 
the matter of that by France either —  is due partly 
to the circumstance that the public consciousness 
of Europe is not yet fully convinced that the ultimate 
object of revision as correctly interpreted by the Hun
garians is to create a basis for a real and genuine 
reconcilement with our neighbours in economic questions 
too and for a reciprocal respect for one another’s 
legitimate points of view, to be followed by a respect 
for one another’s culture, this to apply primarily 
to the minorities still left under foreign rule. No 
improvement in the lot of these minorities can be 
expected except as the result of the realisation of 
revision, which will lead to the suspension beyond 
the frontiers of the anxiety originating from a bad 
conscience. The realisation of revision will eliminate 
the motives driving our neighbours to persecute the 
Magyar minorities left in their hands. The opposition 
to the idea of revision beyond the frontiers involves 
a policy by no means ’ ’real”  in character on the 
part of our neighbours —  seeing that while on the 
one hand a fair and equitable revision does not involve 
any menace to the very existence of either of our neigh
bours, on the other hand the establshment of real peace 
is in the interests, not only of Hungary, but of the 
Succession States too; and that is admitted already 
by all thinking elements beyond the frontiers too, 
even though they do not dare to say openly that 
it is absurd, both morally and spiritually, to expect 
the Hungarians to become sincerely reconciled with 
their neighbours so long as the Trianon frontiers 
are in force. Consequently, if opposition to the idea 
of revision means a permanent continuation of the 
present ” cat-and-dog”  state of things —  and in view 
of the fact that such an attitude runs counter to the 
sincere endeavours of the leading personalities of the 
Great Powers — , there can be no doubt whatsoever 
that when we examine the question from the general 
European point of view the only possible ’ ’real”  policy 
appears at once to be the carrying into effect of revision, 
the only policy deserving the name of ’ ’unreal”  being 
opposition to the idea of revision.

III.
A solution on the basis of this ’ ’real”  policy is 

inconceivable in the Europe of today unless the 
reconciliation of Hungary with her neighbours is 
undertaken in the general interests of all the Danubian 
States alike by the same Great Powers whose Supreme 
Council was responsible for originally fixing the 
Trianon frontiers on the basis of erroneous informa



SEPTEMBER, 1934 R A N U B I A N  R E V  M E W 5

tion. Today the leading Member of this ’ ’Big Four”  
is indubitably France. The fact that M. Barthou 
quite recently did just the opposite, directly inci
ting our neighbours to repudiate the idea of revision, 
proves only that those responsible for the direction 
of France’s foreign policy are still suffering from 
spiritual infatuation. But in France too we see 
every day that clarity of perception is gradually 
gaining the upper hand; nor are we entitled to pre
sume that that sagacious nation will continue for 
long to foster the ideas propounded by men like 
M. Barthou.

The fact that the interests of France and Hungary 
in respect of revision are absolutely indentical, is — to 
use a popular phrase —  ” as plain as a pikestaff” . 
It is surely the vital interest of France to keep us from 
subservience to that German ’ ’national”  imperialism 
the earliest stage of development of which is regarded 
with such misgivings by the French. The only way to 
save us from falling victims to the renewed influence 
of Germanic predominance is that France should by 
means of a fair and equitable revision reconcile us with 
our neighbours, —  that being naturally in the interests 
of Hungary too, seeing that our common sense tells us 
that our first business must be to bring about friendly 
relations with our immediate neighbours, if they make 
such a procedure morally possible. Consequently the 
interests of France are absolutely identical with 
the eminent interests of Hungary; and I cannot 
possibly believe that people in Paris would not

realise the fact if our Government and our diplomacy 
were to devote their whole energy to convincing the 
French of the truth of that fact. With this in mind 
I feel particularly delighted to hear that France and 
Italy propose to unite forces for the purpose of sol
ving the European problems still awaiting a solu
tion, —  naturally with the co-operation of Great 
Britain. Mussolini I  regard as a really great man of 
such a calibre that even in my dreams I could not 
presume to believe that he would, in the course of 
the great task to be accomplished jointly by Great 
Britain, France and Italy, forget to enforce the 
generous view to which he has always given expres
sion in connection with the revision of the Treaty 
of Trianon. It would be a crime for anyone —  parti
cularly for any Hungarian —  to even presume the 
opposite. In our present wretched condition it is 
directly re-assuring that France shonld desire in the 
future to co-operate with the Duce in the work of res
toring the order of Europe; for this co-operation offers 
a far greater likelihood of an understanding of the 
Hungarian attitude than might be expected in the 
event of France following her own devices —  or 
rather (indirectly) those of our neighbours. It is 
absurd even to imagine that Mussolini proposes 
simply to recant all he has said respecting the Hun
garian claim to revision. And the fact that Great 
Britain will also be a member of the combine, must 
enhance our hopes and our trust.

A FEW  LINKS FROM 
THE CHAIN OF SUFFERINGS 

OF THE MAGYAR MINORITY IN RUMANIA
by

Ladislas Fritz

Quite recently, in an interview given to a repre
sentative of the ’ ’Petit Parisien” in Paris, 
Titulescu, the Rumanian Foreign Minister, 
made the following statement: ” In Rumania 

the minorities enjoy the fullest rights. Absolute 
equality prevails there in religious, educational and 
cultural matters. In Rumania every citizen pos
sesses the same rights, and, in respect of rights and 
duties, whether the person in question is a Ruma
nian or member of a minority makes no difference 
at all” .

Is this really true? Or is this merely dust thrown 
in the eyes of the world? We do not wish to preju
dice the reader in his judgment on this matter; and 
for that reason we shall confine ourselves to extrac
ting a few links from the long chain composed of 
the persecution and oppression —  already becoming 
institutional —  to which the Magyar minority of 
Rumania is being subjected and of the cases of 
inequal treatment manifested in dealings with that 
minority. We shall not include all the happenings 
of the fifteen years that have elapsed since the change 
of suzerainty, but shall restrict ourselves to giving 
a section of the months of July and August, 1934,

— of merely two months. Even then our readers will 
be able to obtain an idea of the policy of Rumania 
towards the Magyar minority over almost half a 
year, if they consult the information given on pages 
41 ff. of our previous issue (Nos. 1— 3), which afford 
an exhaustive survey of the minority happenings 
in Rumania between April and June of the current 
year.

*
” In Rumania the minorities enjoy the fullest 

rights”  —  thus runs the statement made by Titu
lescu, the Foreign Minister of Rumania. A  glance 
at the original of this reflected image will imme
diately reveal a few striking data relating to the 
protection of the life and liberty of the minorities 
in Rumania.

The brutalities committed by the gendarmes which 
have so far also been in evidence continued during 
the months of July and August too to seriously 
afflict the Magyar inhabitants. Of the cases occur
ring we would confine ourselves to just a few. 1. The 
brutality shown by the gendarmes in the village of 
Ujkisoda in Temes County, where Jiles Pavel, ser
geant of gendarmes, gravely injured the person of
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George Kalman, a labourer 22 years of age, one of 
whose teeth was knocked out, while he has become 
deaf of one ear; indeed, the brutal sergeant actually 
tore out a good lot of his hair (’ ’Brasso Lapok” , 
August 9th., 1934: Vol. XI., No. 178). 2. We may 
refer also to the case of Mrs. Alexander Ambrus, 
a woman of 55 living at Gyergyocsomafalva, Csik 
County, who suffered severe injuries as the con
sequence of an assault by gendarmes (’ ’Keleti Ujsag” 
No. 178, August 9th., 1934). 3. The most horrifying 
case was that of the gendarme brutality in the Viso 
Valley (Maramaros County), where a sergeant of 
gendarmes of the name of Haidu gave such a terrible 
beating to Peter Klausz, bricklayer, —  who had 
been fishing without permission in the river Viso — , 
that ’ ’there is little hope of his recovery” (’ ’Keleti 
Ujsag” , No. 177, August 8th.).

” My house is my castle”  —  this principle was 
subjected to a grave outrage recently by the measure 
taken by the police authorities of Marosvasarhely 
ordaining that no one may receive a guest in his 
house without having previously obtained permis
sion to do so (’’Reggeli Ujsag” , No. 181, August 
12th., 1934).

In the village of Mezotelegd (Bihar County) the 
gendarmes arrested 40 members of the local Refor
med Women’s Association on the ground that at a 
soiree they had pinned the badge of the Association 
on their dresses; they were only set free after several 
hours of confinement (’ ’Keleti Ujsag” , No 178, 
August 9th., 1934).

To illustrate the extent to which the 'principle 
of the inviolability of property is asserted in dealings 
with the Magyar minority of Rumania, it will suffice 
to refer to the fact that, despite the right of ownership 
having been adjudged to the Order by the courts 
of law and by decision of the Holy See, the 
building of the Minorite gymnasium (grammar 
school) at Szilagysomlyo has by ministerial ordinance 
been entered in the land register in favour of the 
State (’ ’Ellenzek” , No. 149, July 5th., 1934.). In 
Transylvania the civil law in force there provides 
that the right of ownership of landed property can 
be claimed only by registration in the land registers, 
no one being acknowledged as owner whose name 
is not recorded as such in those registers. A similar 
fate has befallen the ancient building of the gymna
sium belonging to the Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Nagyvarad, the right of ownership of which —  as in 
the case of the Szilagysomlyo gymnasium —  has 
been transferred to the State by ministerial ordinance 
(” Esti Lap” , No. 150, July 6th., 1934). In both 
cases property of the value of several million lei is 
concerned. Quite recently the Piarist Order was 
deprived without compensation of its landed property 
in Temesvdr representing a value of 30 million lei, no ac
count being taken of the Rumanian Constitution or of 
the civil law provisions at present in force. On the site 
thus confiscated are the buildings of the Piarist reli
gious house and the lyceum. The site in question was 
acquired by the Piarist Order as far back as 1911, 
under a contract concluded with the corporation of 
Temesvar in re exchange of property. By one-sided 
application of the representations of the corporation 
of Temesvar —  and without the interested Piarist 
Order being given a hearing —  the land registry 
authorities deprived the Order of the right of owner
ship on the ground that at the time when the contract 
was signed (1911) the Order was not a body corporate

(artificial person) and therefore was not entitled 
to hold property —  though of course the Order has 
been an artificial person for ages. The finding is par
ticularly illegal in view of the fact that the real estate 
surrendered by the Piarists under the exchange 
contract signed in 1911 has not been returned to 
the possession of the Piarists. (See ’ ’Erdelyi Hirlap” , 
August 8th., 1934, ’ ’Aradi Kozlony” , No. 176, 
August 10th., 1934, ’ ’Deli Hirlap”  and ’ ’Temesvari 
Hirlap” , No. 175, August 10th., 1934).

The ’ ’fullness”  of the ’ ’rights enjoyed by the 
minorities” is shown very clearly by the measures 
introduced during the last two months in respect 
of the use of minority languages. In Nagyvarad — 
where the mother tongue of the vast majority of the 
inhabitants is Magyar —  the Rumanian-Magyar 
inscriptions (i. e. inscriptions in two languages) have 
been removed from the town-hall on the ground 
that it behoves citizens belonging to minorities to 
learn Rumanian (’ ’Brassoi Lapok” , No. 149, July 
6th., 1934); the revenue officers have been forbidden 
to use Magyar when treating with tax-payers, while 
even the granting of information drafted in Magyar 
is forbidden (’ ’Magyar Ujsag” , No. 148, July 4th., 
1934); the chief constable of the county has ordained 
that the Magyar names should be removed from 
the tablet in memory of War heroes in the cemetery 
at Szederjes (Udvarhely County), though the whole 
population of the village is Magyar, as were also 
all the heroes whose names were to be found on the 
tablet (’ ’Keleti Ujsag” , No. 174, August 4th., 1934). 
In one of the regiments stationed in the town of 
Galati in the Regat (Rumania proper) —  a regiment 
in which Magyars too are serving —  the Magyar 
soldiers are forbidden to use their native tongue 
when off duty. Nor may they write letters home 
in Magyar; for if they do so, they are severely 
punished. Serious penalties are also inflicted on 
those who receive Magyar letters from home (’ ’Brassoi 
Lapok” , No. 180, August 11th., 1934). The use of 
the mother tongue of the Magyars is restricted by 
legal measure (the Act dealing with the protection 
of national labour dated July 16th., 1934) in busi
ness life, undertakings required to keep books not 
being allowed to use any other language than R u
manian in their journals, ledgers and inventories. 
Suet a restriction of the use of mother tongues 
of nationalities was unknown in pre-War Hungary, 
the Rumanian banks and concerns having been 
alle to keep their books in Rumanian inthout let 
or hindrance.

Is it consistent with the principle of ’ ’equal rights” 
that the authorities should prevent the Magyar mi
nority from arranging meetings or festivals? It is 
characteristic of the atmosphere prevailing in the 
land of the Szeklers that the under-sheriff of the 
county of Udvarhely refused the people of Szekely- 
udvarhely permission to arrange a festival in ho
nour of the memory of the Szekler Baron Blasius 
Orban, but did not make his refusal public until 
the choirs and audience were about to take their 
seats. (Keleti Ujsag No. 148, July 5th, 1934.) At 
Szaszregen the police prevented the members of 
the Womens’ Alliance from forming a procession 
on their way to the Congress of the Reformed 
Church Womens’ Alliance. (Keleti Ujsag N®. 154, 
July 12th, 1934.) At Lippa in the county of Arad 
Opinca, Police Commissioner, sent for all the leaders 
of the Magyar cultural societies, the conductors of
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choirs, and the members of the Magyar Party, and 
threatened them with the rod if they dared to per
sist in their activities. ( Brassoi Lapok'Ko. 153, July, 
11th, 1934.) The Carpathian Society of Transylvania 
was forbidden by the authorities to hold the 
tourist gathering convened to meet at Balanbanya 
on August 18th, 19th and 20th, 1934, at which 
about 400 members had announced their intention 
to be present. (Esti Lapok No. 185, August 18th, 
1934.) The police authorities also refused the Temes- 
var sections of the Magyar Party permission to hold 
a committee meeting. ( Brassoi Lapok August 25th, 
1934.)

The true value of M. Titulescu’s statement to the 
effect that in the spheres of religion, education and 
culture the fullest equality of rights prevails in 
Rumania, will be seen on a perusal of the govern
mental and administrative measures instituted in 
July and August of this year, as set forth below. 
Stress must be laid on the fact that these are no 
sporadic instances or exceptional measures, but the 
work of a system bent on putting hindrances in the 
way of the religious minorities. A decree issued by the 
Ministry of the Interior refused the Catholic Peoples’ 
Alliance permission to hold the Catholic mass 
assembly convened to meet at Kezdivasarhely on 
September 1st and 2nd. No reasons were given, 
nor was any account taken of the fact that the 
programme of the proposed assembly was purely 
ecclesiastical and cultural in nature. It was only 
through the intervention of ecclesiastical circles that 
the authorities were brought to a better frame of 
mind. (Erdelyi Lapok No. 175, August 26th, 1934.) 
No signs of equality of rights in religious matters 
are visible in the order issued by the Rumanian 
Government by which the session of the constitutio
nal department of the Unitarian Church, the High 
Council of the Synod, was dissolved at Szekelykeresz- 
tur on September 2nd on the pretext that permis
sion to hold the session had not been applied for. 
In terms of the legal statutes valid at present no 
special permission is needed in the case of assem
blies of the constitutional departments of the Chur
ches; though notice of the proposed meeting was 
given to the local authorities: and that they knew 
about it is amply proved by the fact that the local 
magistrates turned out to welcome the Rt. Rev. 
George Boros, Unitarian Bishop, who arrived to 
attend the Synod. The members of the Council 
waited as long as possible, hoping against hope 
that the order to dissolve would be revoked, but at 
last they were ordered by the gendarmerie to dis
perse. (Keleti Ujsag September 4th, 1933.) Nor is 
there much sign of equality of rights in religious 
matters in the administrative order which in May 
put a stop to the building of the new Unitarian 
church in Brasso, in spite of the fact that the work 
of building had already begun. The order was the 
result of the action taken by the Chauvinist Ru
manian press, which indignantly protested against 
the Magyars wishing to build a church in the middle 
of the town and severely criticized the mayor elected 
by the previous regime for presenting a municipal 
site to the Unitarian Church. That order has not 
yet been revoked, although M. Lepadatu, Ruma
nian Minister of Education, gave Dr. Joy, an Ame
rican Unitarian Minister, at the time of his visit 
to Rumania, a promise in writing to the effect that 
the matter would be settled equitably. Report has

it that under the title of an ’ ’equitable settlement”  
the town of Brasso, acting on instructions from the 
Minister of Education, will invalidate the donation 
of the site. (Brassoi Lapok August 22nd, 1934.) 
To complete the picture attention must be drawn 
to the latest ordinance of the Minister of Education 
in terms of which religious instruction in State 
schools must be given in Rumanian. Previously, pu
pils belonging to the minorities had been allowed 
to learn the fundamental principles of religion in- 
their own mother tongue, even in State schools; 
but the Government has made this impossible in 
the school year now beginning. The ordinance was 
sent to all the minority denominational authorities 
by the education inspectors. (No. 30.239 ex 1934.)

The assertion that equality of rights in educational 
and cultural matters exists in Rumania, is refuted 
by facts. Innumerable intricate ordinances hamper 
the freedom of the schools maintained by the mi
nority Churches; indeed, the Rumanian Govern
ment does its best to ruin them altogether. On 
August 19th the Magyar press throughout the length 
and breadth of Rumania published full details of 
the recent withdrawal of the licence of the Arad Ro
man Catholic Lyceum. The order, which was issued 
by the head inspector’s office and bore the num
ber 7439 ex 1934, states as the reason for this step 
that when in 1931 the Prime Minister, M. Jorga, 
gave back the licence to the school he did so wi
thout observing the necessary legal formalities. This 
is the third time the licence has been withdrawn. 
In default of this licence the students cannot be 
examined by their own teachers, but must appear 
before a committee of State school teachers, which, 
besides adding to their expenses, means that they 
cannot have certificates from the school they atten
ded. In effect it means the ruin of an educational 
institute. So far as cultural matters are concerned 
the boasted equality takes on quite another aspect 
in the light of the governmental measures which 
prevented the Cluj Hungarian Choir from giving 
concerts abroad. By delaying the granting of a col
lective passport till the very last minute and then 
refusing it altogether, the authorities made it im
possible for the Choir to sing in Geneva, simply 
because the idea that the Transylvanian Magyars 
should display their art in the town where the League 
of Nations has its headquarters, was not pleasing 
to over-zealous nationalist circles. (Keleti Ujsag No. 
182, August 13th, 1934, and Brassoi Lapok No. 182, 
August 13th, 1934.)

Mention must also be made of one or two other 
cases that throw light upon M. Titulescu’s state
ment that ’ ’every Rumanian citizen”  enjoys equal 
rights; ” so far as rights and duties are concerned 
there is no difference between Rumanians and the 
minorities” . This statement implies that all are 
equally entitled to official posts, equally entitled to 
pursue their professions and trades, and that all must 
bear an equal share of the burden of taxation. In 
reality, however, we find that the Magyar minority 
in Rumania is being exposed to a cruel and sys
tematic attack the object of which is to deprive 
Magyar public employees of their means of liveli
hood and fill every place in any way connected 
with the public service with men belonging to the 
national majority. An excellent means to this end 
is provided by the institution of language tests. Eor 
years back minority officials —  especially Magyars
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—  have been harassed by the worry of these lan
guage tests, hut this year things have reached a 
climax, the institution of language examinations 
having developed into an actual crusade against 
the Magyar minority civil servants. On the pretext 
that their knowledge of the official language of the 
country was inadequate, the Magyar employees of 
the C. F. R. (Rumanian State Railways) were again 
subjected to an examination in Rumanian in the 
spring of this year, at which from 60 to 70 per 
cent, of them failed. Those who failed w’ere han
ded their dismissal dating from 1st September wi
thout any pensions or compensation. The army of 
several thousands of Magyar railway employees thus 
thrust into the direst distress will be reinforced by 
the victims of the recent language examination 
which the minority employees of the Post Office 
and Telegraph Service were forced to undergo on 
July 15th, the sad results of which have not yet 
been made public. In the first fortnight of August 
Magyar secondary and elementary school teachers 
and the teachers of infant schools had again to pass 
an examination, not only in Rumanian, but also 
in political science, sociology and economics. The 
final results of their language examination are un
known, for M. Anghelescu has reserved the right 
to decide himself. There is no doubt, however, that 
the Magyar teachers who failed in Rumanian will 
be ruthlessly dismissed and that this measure of

the Rumanian Government will be instrumental 
in adding thousands to the crowded ranks of the 
Magyars who have been plunged into poverty. Treat
ment of this sort was unknown in pre-war Hungary, 
where quite a large number of civil servants were 
recruited from the minorities. In 1900 9% and in 
1910 6%  of the railway as well as of the Post Of
fice employees in Hungary could not speak the 
official language of the country. The railways had 
4636 minority employees belonging to the lower ca
tegories in 1900, and 5366 in 1910, who could not 
speak Magyar, while the number of Post Office mi
nority employees with no knowledge of that lan
guage was 683 in 1900 and 769 in 1910. On the 
educational staff, in 1890, there were 1994 teachers 
who could not speak Magyar, 223 of these belon
ging to Transylvania. In 1900, 802 teachers in the 
15 Transylvanian counties could not speak the of
ficial language of the country. Most of them were 
Rumanians. The Hungarian State nevertheless ne
ver thought of subjecting the railway and Post Of
fice employees and the teachers who could not 
speak Magyar to a language test, or of dismissing 
them from the civil service.

This is what M. Titulescu’s statements look like 
when held up to the mirror of facts. The reader 
may safely be left to judge whether the mirror 
shows a true picture or a distorted one.

COUNT STEPH EN  B ETH LEN ’S A R TIC LE  ON  
TH E IN T E R N A T IO N A L  SITU ATIO N

ituation of Hungary on the Eve of a Political 
Rapprochement between France and Italy” , -— 

« J  this is the title of an article by Count 
Stephen Bethlen published in the Septem

ber 8th. issue of the ’ ’Pesti Naplo”  which to a certain extent 
is of historical importance and an event in the political life, 
not only of Hungary, but also of the whole of Central Europe.

First of all Count Bethlen shows that the development 
of the present international situation in Europe is being 
decisively influenced by two factors —  the endeavour of the 
principal usufructuaries benefiting by the Treaties of Peace 
to institutionally ensure the new order created by the Great 
War against all eventualities, and on the other hand the inner 
political events in Austria, which threaten to disturb the 
status quo of the Danube basin. The first of these tendencies 
has been given fresh impulse by the failure of the Disarma
ment Conference and by the decision of Germany to leave 
the League of Nations, as also by her military preparations. 
Today France feels more impelled than ever to weld into a po
werful alliance those countries which are threatened by the re
vindication endeavours of either of the vanquished States. Count 
Bethlen reviews in succession the steps taken by France 
for the purpose of bringing such a block into existence 
—  from the establishment of the Little Entente through 
the Rhine Locarno Treaty and the Balkan Pact right down 
to the proposed creation of an Eastern Locarno. —  down to 
that Eastern Locarno the objects of which are conside
rably more far-reaching than those embraced in the pre
vious agreement of the kind, it being proposed that the 
Contracting States should guarantee reciprocal military 
assistance in the event of either of them being attacked by any 
European State. Count Bethlen believes that this Eastern 
Locarno is merely a cloak to disguise a new Franco- Russian 
Entente aimed principally against Germany. The search

light concentrated on international politics reveals the 
incipience also of a Mediterranean Locarno still wrapped 
in obscurity, —  the only reason why this agreement cannot be 
spoken of as yet too seriously being that there are still impor
tant points of dispute between France and Italy.

Bethlen then shows that France's system of alliances 
ensures those States which have combined to maintain 
the ’ ’orthodox”  status quo —  for the moment at least an 
inconceivable power and predominance in Europe —  a 
hegemony not possessed by any Continental combination of 
States since the days of the Holy Alliance.

W e Hungarians must make no mistake about this: and 
Count Bethlen reminds us of the ruthless campaign which 
this hegemony encourages our neighbours to carry on against 
those of our Magyar brethren who have been torn from us. 
This campaign of extermination is being carried on exclu
sively against the Magyar minorities; not against the German 
minorities, seeing that the uncertainty of the situation as 
between Austria and Germany warns those neighbours to be 
careful.

The former Premier’s article then points out that Austria 
and Hungary —  particularly the latter —  occupy the position 
of corner-stones in the Danube valley. Should Austria come 
under the control of Germany economically and politically, 
not only would German influence become far more powerful 
in Hungary, but the value to France of the alliance of the 
Little Entente would also become very problematic.

” In that case it is to be expected” —  continues Count 
Bethlen —  ’ ’that Yugoslavia, for instance, will look to 
Germany for support against Italy, while Czechoslovakia 
will as a result of her ” investment”  prove incapable of action, 
and Rumania, left to her own resources, will not —  with the 
unsettled question of Bessarabia threatening her from behind 
—  venture to continue unaided an anti-German policy. ”
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Bethlen believes that any shifting of the present situation 
must produce disintegration in the anti-revisionist camp too. 
And after all the world cannot possibly be divided into 
two camps —  of revisionists and anti-revisionists. For there 
are States which in certain points are ready to accept a 
revision, while in other points they refuse to listen to any 
such suggestion. ’ ’And after all revision is life, and life is 
nothing hut a continual revision".

According to the opinion of Count Bethlen the develop
ment of the international situation has not been favourable 
to Hungary. Dismembered Hungary must unite all her for
ces to ward off the formidable attacks on the very existence 
of the Magyars living in severed territories. Hungary’s situa
tion has been aggravated further by the fact that the 
Austrian question has produced a conflict between Italy —  
to whose friendship we have clung, and shall in the future con
tinue to cling,loyally and faithfully —  and Germany, with 
which country it is Hungary’s vital interest to maintain good 
relations.

The former Hungarian Premier then deals exhaustively 
with the Franco-Italian negotiations and stresses the point 
that, should these negotiations lead to any serious agree
ment in respect of the Danube basin question without 
however putting an end to the minority policy aiming at 
the extermination of the Magyars in the severed terri
tories, there will be a grave breach in the Hungarian-Italian 
friendship, —  an issue which must be avoided at all costs. 
The Hungarian nation cannot however play the role of a 
mere inventory item, but must be given the minimum neces
sary to compose its outraged national feelings, for otherwise 
it will he unable to acquiesce conscientiously in any agree
ment whatsoever. It is the duty of the Hungarian Government, 
on the eve of these negotiations, to draw the attention of the 
Italian Government to this circumstance. Count Bethlen 
has no doubt that, if the Hungarian Government does so, 
such a step will be fully understood by Mussolini, the great 
friend of the Hungarian nation.

"Hungary has nothing to fear from a politicai rappro
chement between Italy and France; indeed, under certain cir
cumstances such a rapprochement may actually be bene
ficial and of advantage to Hungary, particularly if no 
obstacle is placed in the way of our political endeavours 
in the future. W e regard the restoration of cordial relations 
between Italy and Germany and an abatement of the storm 
evoked by the events in Austria, to be in the general 
interest of Europe. On the othet hand the preservation 
of our racial brethren must be a cardinal demand of Hun
garian politicians of all parties —  a demand which cannot 
—  and must not —  be sacrificed for any economic or o\her 
advantages whatsoever."

Count Stephen Bethlen’s article evoked the greatest 
interest all over the world, though in several cases the 
conclusions drawn therefrom were quite erroneous. For 
instance, the "L e Tem ps", the ” Germania”  and the 
”  Reichspost" endeavoured by the aid of mistaken logic to 
interpret the article to mean that in the event of the 
minority rights being guaranteed the author renounced 
the idea of revision. Au contraire!!

But Count Bethlen himself declared a few days later

-—  in a statement published in the "8  Orai Ujsdg" —  that 
it is the duty and mission of Hungarian society unceasingly 
to further the cause of revision.

W hat Count Bethlen thinks of the matter m ay be seen 
from the following abstract of the statement referred to 
above: ’ ’There can be no doubt”  —  he said —  ’ ’that 
during recent years the neighbouring States have been pursu
ing, in their dealings with the Magyar racial minorities, 
a policy tending to make their subsistence impossible, to des
troy their eceonomic and cultural institutions and their 
schools, and to outrage their political rights".

He then pointed out that this persecution of the Magyar 
minorities was not an answer to the Hungarian revisionist 
propaganda, for he was convinced that the endeavour 
to exterminate the Magyars had always figured —  ever since 
the conclusion of the Treaty of Trianon —  among the political 
aims of our neighbours.

’ ’Under present conditions”  -—- continued Count Stephen 
Bethlen —  ’ ’the most important duty devolving on the 
Hungarian Government and Hungarian society alike is to 
concentrate all energies on in some way impeding this 
endeavour of our neighbours.

"W e  must never, under any circumstances, allow our 
duty to occupy ourselves with the question of revision to thrust 
into the background our other duty of interesting ourselves 
continuously in the fate of our racial brethren subjected to a 
foreign yoke, of endeavouring to improve their lot and 
of doing our utmost to defend them against hostile 
attack” .

’ ’Neither the Hungarian State nor Hungarian society 
is entitled to look on at the situation of the Magyars with 
folded arms. Despite the very slight prospect of any re
sults being achieved, the time has come for the Hungarian 
Government to submit to the League of Nations most 
energetic representations disclosing the situation that has 
developed. There cannot be friendly relations between 
Hungary and her neighbours —  or even a normal state of 
things —  until the present grave conditions have been 
eliminated, either through the agency of the League of 
Nations or by some other means. The Hungarian Govern
ment must avail itself of all the diplomatic means at its 
disposal to relieve the situation of the Magyar minorities on 
all occasions when we are called upon to make sacrifices or 
when we are required to take into account general European 
points of view.

’ ’The Government must make an investigation as to the 
available means of retaliation, and —  even if those means 
do not prove particularly efficacious —  must not shrink 
from employing them. And the Hungarian Parliament 
must support and encourage the Hungarian Government 
in its activity to this end.”

’ ’There can be no doubt —  so runs the concluding pas
sage of Count Bethlen’s statement —  ’ ’that even so we 
have a long and difficult task to face, —  though we must 
not shirk the struggle if we desire to live and if the Hunga
rian nation wishes seriously to continue the mission which 
it has fulfilled for more than ten centuries in the Danube 
basin” .
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LE TTE R  TO TH E ED ITO R  FR O M  
F . L L E W E L L Y N  JO N E S M . P .

W hen F. Llewellyn Jones, an enthusiastic 
member of the Pro-Hungarian Group 
of British members of parliament, was 
in Budapest at the time of the Inter

national Law’ Congress, he addressed to the 
editor of this paper the following letter, the 
contents of which are of such general interest that 
we publish it in full.

Budapest, 11th September 1934.

Dear Mr. Szudy,
I  should like to express my gratitude to you and the 

Publishers of the ” Danubian Beview” for their kind
ness in sending me a copy of the first issue of this 
publication.

Its appearance was at an opportune moment when 
the International Jurists of the world were gathered 
in your City to discuss problems of world importance. 
Within the pages of your Review they would find an 
extraordinary mass of information, brought up to date 
and well-documented, dealing with the political and 
economic situation in the Danubian Lands and more 
especially with those questions which affect your own

country. I  have perused the contents of the Review with 
the greatest interest and profit.

M y only wish is that your Review could be available 
to all those persons in my country who are conscienti
ously endeavouring to form an opinion on the diffi
cult and urgent problems of Central and Eastern 
Europe which seem wellnigh to baffle solution. Your 
publication should contribute in a notable way to the 
formation of that public opinion which is so essential, 
if the statesmen of other countries are to pursue a policy 
which will contribute to the establishment of inter
national good will. You are possibly not in ignorance 
of my views on the justice of your nation’s demands. 
I  have endeavourd to advocate your cause among my 
own countrymen and trust that I  shall continue to 
do so. I  look forward to future issues of the Danubian 
Review convinced that I  shall there find the necessary 
and indispensable material for this advocacy.

With hearty congratulations on your first issue and 
with all good wishes for the future

I  remain
Yours sincerely

F. Llewellyn-Jones

W H A T  EM IN EN T B R IT ISH  JU R ISTS  
T H IN K  OF H U N G A R Y

The International Law Association held its 
X X X V III. Conference in Budapest from 
September 6th. to September 10th. On this 
occasion several eminent British Jurists 

made statements to the Hungarian Press.
James Petrie, Secretary General of the Interna

tional Law Association, made the following state
ment to a correspondent of the ’ ’Budapesti Hirlap” 
respecting the juristic way of thinking of the Hun
garian nation:

” We were received by a strangely familiar 
atmosphere. I felt, not only that in Hungary I had 
come among jurists, but also that the deepest roots 
of juristic civilisation are to be found in three coun
tries in Europe —  Great Britain, France and 
Hungary. I can barely conceive a people more 
sympathetic or more valuable than the Hunga
rians. In the organisation of the Conference and 
in general in the whole manner of life which 
received us here, I  have experienced a sobriety 
and high efficiency which —  I must frankly admit 
—  greatly surprised me. The familiarity with 
juristic questions —  in respect alike of knowledge, 
enthusiasm and intelligence —  is so perfect that

it can only be explained —  apart from natural 
qualities —  by the ancient juristic culture and 
traditions of the Hungarian people” . 
Noteworthy are the following observations made 
by James Petrie:

” In Hungary one cannot find many traces of 
that irresponsible demagogy which endeavours 
to make the League of Nations the object of ridi
cule. The most eminent international jurists of 
the world feel the greatest admiration for the 
leaders of Hungary and for the whole Hungarian 
people because they desire to obtain a redress of 
the cruel wrongs inflicted on the Hungarian 
nation solely and exclusively by peaceful means” .

*
Vaughan-Williams, a prominent London barrister, 

spoke of the minority procedure of the League of 
Nations, with the reform of which the International 
Law Association has already repeatedly dealt:

” Our immediate aim —  he said —  is to create 
quicker and more effectual machinery for the 
legal service of minorities; we should like to 
improve and render more serviceable that part
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of law which the French call ’ ’procedure” . To 
put an end to the wicked and abominable policy of 
postponement which often proves more cruel and 
outrageous than even a direct and brutal act of in
justice. This is an aim against the realisation of 
which no one can openly raise objections. I believe 
this is the point of decisive importance in the 
difficult and complicated question of the fate of 
minorities. The provisions of the Treaties are 
good enough in themselves. In my opinion the repre
sentatives of international law can do much 
through the proper forums to bring about a real 
relief of the lot of minorities by creating that 
more efficient machinery already referred to by 
me which will raise out of the dead mass of letters 
and papers of the legal archives the rights ensured 
by law and also by the clauses of the Treaties” .
Vaughan-Williams also referred to the pre-War 
nationality policy of Hungary and said:

” The statements regarding the intolerance of the 
Hungarians are absolutely without foundation. 
It is true indeed that they did not give the wandering 
gipsies the same rights as those enjoyed by their 
peasant small holders; but who would presume 
to say that they were not quite right? I  am familiar 
with their education legislation, which has been 
made the subject of so much discussion and which to 
me seems fair in every respect. Only prejudiced 
enemies can possibly assert that —  even in the remote 
past, when she was a terra incognita to the greater 
part of Europe —  Hungary was not the home of 
absolute tolerance alike in religious and in political 
questions” .

*
Llewellyn Jones, M. P., after having said a few 

words in Hungarian thanking the Secretary General

H U N G A R IA N  TR IB U TE

On September 11th., the Geneva Palace of the 
League of Nations was the scene of a cordial 
celebration, when Ladislas Tahy, Hungarian 
Minister in Berne, in the presence of the 

Members of the League of Nations Assembly, pre
sented to M. Avenol, Secretary General of the 
League, a bust of Mr. Henderson, former British 
Foreign Secretary, President of the Disarmament 
Conference. The bust, which is the work of Sigismund 
Kisfaludy-Strobl, is the gift of Dr. Otto Legrady, 
Editor-in-chief of the ’ ’Pesti Hirlap” , to the League 
of Nations. Mr. Henderson was also present.

The Hungarian Minister in Berne, when handing 
over the bust, made the following speech:

” In making this gift the Hungarian nation 
desires to express its homage and affection for 
a great British statesman. Mr. Henderson has at all 
times untiringly served the idea of peace. For the

of the ’ ’Ereklyes Orszagzdszlo Nagybizottsag”  (Na
tional Memorial Banner Committee) for his words 
of welcome, made the following speech, standing 
beneath the National Memorial Banner in Liberty 
Square (Szabadsag-ter):

” 1 feel, when standing here beneath the National 
Memorial Banner, that I am on soil sacred to the 
Hungarian nation. Here beneath me is the soil 
collected from all parts of Greater Hungary for 
the purpose of making this spot the hallowed 
shrine of this country with a thousand years’ 
past. It is a great pleasure to be able to be once 
more among my Hungarian friends and to express 
—  in my own name and in that of thousands of my 
fellow-Britons —  profound sympathy with the 
sorely-tried Hungarian nation, —  the fellow- 
feeling of all those of my compatriots who are 
well aware of the horrible injustice meted out to 
Hungary in Trianon. Your unswerving faith in 
divine justice and in the restoration of your Hun
garian fatherland is expressed in the Magyar 
Creed, the confidence expressed in which is a 
proof of the great vitality of this nation. I  am an 
old man, yet I  hope and trust that this is not my 
last visit to your Memorial Banner, but that I  shall 
be here soon again to join you in celebrating the 
end of Hungarian suffering and the liberation of 
your nation from the fetters now hanging heavy 
on it” .

TO M R . H EN D ER SO N
last two years and a half he has been directing 
the work of the Disarmament Conference with 
exemplary skill; and apart from that he has for 
many years past rendered signal service to the 
cause of peace. Immediately after the end of the 
Great War and the conclusion of peace he began 
to advocate peace and understanding with all 
former enemies and was at all times a leading 
champion in Geneva of the conception of the 
League of Nations.”
Mr. Henderson most cordially expressed his thanks 

for the honour conferred on him by the gift of the 
Hungarian nation. He accepted the honour, not as 
due to his own person, but as an acknowledgement 
of the activity displayed by him in public life. In 
conclusion Mr. Henderson said that, though the 
Disarmament Conference had so far been such a 
fiasco, we must not give up hope so long as there 
is even only the remotest prospect of an agreement.
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O B SE R V A T IO N S ON TH E A TTITU D E  
OF THE ’ ’M AN C H ESTER  G U A R D IA N ”  
IN THE H U N G A R I A N  P R O B L E M

i.
C R O A T IA N S , S L O V A K S  A N D  B lIT H E N E S A N D  A U T O N O M Y

In its issue for June 21st. last, the ’ ’Manchester Guar
dian”  published an Open Letter by Sir Robert Gower 
and his political friends relating to the revision of 
the Treaty of Trianon -—- which Open Letter was 

published in our last issue too. The ’ ’Manchester Guardian” 
appended to the Open Letter a note which among other 
things repudiated the idea of the Croatians, Slovaks and 
Ruthenes being ready to support efforts to obtain auto
nomy for them. Seeing that this statement is liable to 
mislead British public opinion respecting the nationality 
situation in Central Europe, we consider it necessary to 
give a short summary of the struggles of the Croatian, 
Slovak and Ruthenian peoples to secure autonomy.

The whole world is familiar with the struggle being 
carried on by the Croatian nation against the Serbians. 
In February, 1922, in the name of the Croatian Block, 
Stephen Raditch, the leader of that Block, submitted to 
the Genoa Conference a memorandum in which the Cro
atian Deputies protested against the hegemony of the 
Serbians and declared that the so-called Vidovdan Consti
tution had been forced upon the Croatian nation, for 
which reason the Croatian nation and the Croatian Deputies 
representing that nation had never acknowledged that 
Constitution and would never do so.

And on August 13th., 1922, on behalf of the same 
Block, Stephen Raditch submitted a second memorandum 
to the League of Nations proving that the independence 
of the Croatian nation had at all times been recognised 
and declaring that the Croatian nation had never renounced 
—  and would never ronounce —  that independence. So 
in the very first years following the establishment of the 
Yugoslav State there began a bitter struggle to maintain 
the independence of the Croatian people; a struggle which 
led to the murder in the Serbian Parliament of the Croatian 
leader Stephen Raditch, who was shot by the Serbian 
Deputy Punisha Ratshitch. The Serbians attempted by  
brute force to suppress the independence movement of 
the Croatian people; and in succession murdered the 
picked leaders of the Croatians, among their victims being 
Milan Sufflay, university professor: then threw into prison 
other Croatian leaders, including Vladimir Matschek, 
while those who escaped assassination and imprisonment 
fled to foreign countries (the refugees including men like 
Koshutitch, Krnyevitch, Ante Pavelitch, etc-). Conse
quently, anyone who today enters the lists against the 
Yugoslav dictators on behalf of the independence of the 
Croatian people, is irretrievably lost —  either committed 
to gaol or done away with. It  is only the Croatian leaders 
living in exile that are able to openly express the endeavours 
of the Croatian people to secure independence. And these 
exiles lose no opportunity of doing so. Thus, in September, 
1929, Ante Pavelitch, Vice-President of the Croatian 
Constitutional Party, submitted to the League of Nations a 
memorandum in which he declared that owing to the unpre
cedented murder committed in the Skupstina the Croatian 
nation could not possibly continue to live under the 
prevailing political conditions. His memorandum concludes 
with the following plea: —  ’ ’The League of Nations should 
do _ all in its power to procure the evacuation of Croatia 
by Serbian troops in order to enable that country to

decide concerning its future fate without pressure from 
without.”  In the October 13th., 1933, issue of the ’ ’Man
chester Guardian”  there appeared a letter by Dr. K m ye- 
vitch in which the writer referred to the reign of terror 
raging in Yugoslavia and cited instances to show the 
savage methods of ’ ’gentle pressure”  employed by Belgrade 
for the purpose of subduing the Croatians.

On September 20th., 1933, a memorandum was sub
mitted to the League of Nations —  on behalf of and with 
the signatures of 25,000 Croatians —  by the Croatian 
National Council of North America. This petition drafted 
on behalf of Croatians in a position to express their wishes 
also declares in favour of the complete independence of 
the Croatian people. On November 14th., 1932, before 
the London Catholic Foreign Affairs Council, Dr. Augustus 
Koshutitch, former Minister, delivered an address on ’ ’The 
Croatian Problem” in which he described at length the 
oppression of the Croatian people and entered the lists 
on behalf of Croatian independence.

The sufferings and independence novement of the 
Croatian people have been dealt with on several occasions 
also in the British Parliament, where Mr. Rhys Davies, 
M. P. (Labour Party), has repeatedly spoken on behalf 
of the Croatian people; while, in October, 1932, Messrs. 
Rhys Davies and Ben Riley drafted a report on the Cro
atian question in which they showed that the prevailing 
situation and the relations between Croatians and Serbians 
could not possibly be maintained.

*
And what about the Slovaks and Ruthenes ? In October, 

1919, Monsignor Hlinka, now President of the Slovak 
People’s Party, reached Paris holding a Polish passport 
and submitted to Clemenceau a memorandum in which 
he requested that a plebiscite should be ordained for the 
purpose of ascertaining and proving that the demand 
for autonomy was really the expression of Slovak popular 
feeling. After the first parliamentary elections, on June 
9th., 1920, in the Czecho-Slovak Parliament Juriga, on 
behalf of the Slovak People’s Party, read a solemn declara
tion to the effect that the Slovak people were not prepared 
to renounce their right of self-determination. On August 
3rd., 1922, the Party resolved to issue the manifesto 
entitled ’ ’The Appeal to the Civilised World of the Slovak 
People Doomed to Destruction” . A t the end of June, 
1923, B61a Tuka —  by mandate of the Party —  applied 
to the Members of the Ambassadors’ Council and demanded 
the carrying into effect of the treaties relating to the 
right of self-determination of the Slovak people. On April 
12th., 1925, in an interview, Monsignor Hlinka declared 
that Slovakia must constitute an independent State 
within the Danube Confederation then so much under 
discussion. Even after entering the Government the Party 
continued to fight for the principle of self-determination, 
as shown by the declaration issued by that Party on 
February 3rd., 1927. On January 1st., 1928, the ’ ’Slovak”  
published an article (”  Vacuum juris'”)  by Tuka containing 
the thesis that in the event of the autonomy not being 
granted by October 30th., 1928, —  the tenth anniversary 
of the ’ ’secret clause”  of Turocszentmarton foreshadowing
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the definitive adjustment of the relation between the 
Czech and Slovak peoples —  Slovakia would be plunged 
into a state of ex-lex. This article was the real reason 
why Tuka was subsequently sentenced to 15 years’ penal 
servitude. During the period between 1929 and 1933 the 
People’s Party, which left the Government as a con
sequence of the sentence passed on Tuka, never ceased 
stressing the point that the Slovak people was an indepen
dent people which had nothing in common with the 
Czechs and still continued to abide by the Pittsburgh 
Convention (May 31., 1918), which was signed by Masaryk 
and ensured Slovakia the most far-reaching autonomy.

On the occasion of the Pribina Festival, on August 
15th., 1933, there were scandalous scenes, the crowd 
numbering tens of thousands forcing Premier Malypetr 
to yield precedence to Monsignor Hlinka. Early in June, 
1933, Louis Bazovsky, the first Czecho-Slovak zupan 
(sheriff) of Nograd County, published an article in the 
’ ’Narodnie Noviny”  declaring that ’ ’revision is a cate
gorical imperative” (his exact words). Bazovsky was in 
consequence arrested, and is still in prison (eight months 
later).

On M ay 15th., 1934, the ’ ’Nastup” , organ of the Slovak 
Junior People’s Party, in connection with the election 
of the new President addressed to Masaryk an Open 
Letter requiring him by virtue of the right ensured him 
in the Constitution to initiate the drafting of a law ensuring 
Slovakia an autonomy similar to that enjoyed by Croatia 
under the Hungarian regime. On M ay 31st., 1934, the 
’ ’Slovak” published a facsimile of the Pittsburgh Con
vention: the leading article of this issue was confiscated, 
evidently because it demanded the fulfilment of the terms 
of the agreement. And this paper is being confiscated 
day by day; and it has been forbidden even to publish 
the resolution of the Deputies and Senators belonging to 
the Slovak People’s Party explaining why that Party 
voted against Masaryk at the recent election of President.

These evente show unmistakably how discontented the 
Slovak people is with its present position in the State. 
It is only natural, however, that as a consequence of the 
fear of severe reprisals only the most dauntless men dare 
even to hint at the necessity of a revision; but autonomy 
is demanded by all classes alike, that not being as yet 
an offence involving imprisonment. The following state
ments are exceptionally interesting as illustrating the 
inner feelings of the Slovak people: •—-

In the work by Masaryk entitled ’ ’Cesta democrace”  
which appeared last year we read the declaration made 
by the President early in January, 1919, to the effect 
that no plebiscite could be ordained in Slovakia owing to 
the alleged political immaturity of the Slovak people. 
In other words —  because those in power feared the result 
of such a plebiscite. In his Memoirs Srobar, the first 
plenipotentiary Minister for Slovakia, admitted that the 
reason why the ’ ’Slovak Club”  (consisting exclusively of 
the depuites of the socalled ’ ’Revolutionary National 
Assembly”  who had been nominated ex officio) was 
afraid to grant autonomy, was that it felt convinced that 
the Slovaks would not have secured the majority in the 
Slovak Diet (v. ’ ’Osvobozene Slovensko” , Vol. I ., p. 351). 
In  August, 1929, during the trial of Tuka, Milan Ivanka, 
one of the leaders of the small band of Centralists, gave 
evidence under oath to the effect that the reason why 
autonomy could not be granted was because there was 
every reason to fear that the first Slovak Parliament 
would vote in favour of re-annexation to Hungary.

The Slovak National Council established in Geneva 
in the summer of 1933 —  the organisation embracing large 
numbers of Slovak exiles functioning under the direction 
of Francis Jehlicka, former university professor, who in 
pre-War days sat in the Hungarian Parliament as re
presentative of the Slovak People’s Party, so that his 
Slovak national feelings are above suspicion —  stands 
for re-incorporation in Hungary. That the movement has 
met with full approval in Slovakia, is shown and proved 
with striking emphasis by the innumerable sentences 
passed against Slovaks belonging to the lower classes for

reading and propagating Jehlicka’s pamphlets and the 
paper —  ’ ’Rakusky Slovak” —  published by the Slovak 
exiles living in Vienna. To give an instance: on M ay 28th., 
1934, the Pozsony District Court for offences of this 
character sentenced seven Slovaks to imprisonment for 
periods of 1— 3 months.

The autonomy of Ruthenia is ensured under Articles 
X — X I I . of the Saint Germain Minority Treaty, not a letter 
of which has so far been carried into effect by the Czechs. 
It should be noted in this connection that the signatories 
of the Treaty include also Great Britain. Gregory Zatko- 
vitch, the first Governor of this territory (who was brought 
back from America for the purpose), resigned his office 
already in 1921 and returned to America owing to the 
Czechs having failed to meet the obligations undertaken 
by them under the Treaty. Ruthenians living both in 
Ruthenia and abroad have submitted numerous memo
randums to the League of Nations to complain of the 
failure to put autonomy into practice. Particularly 
noteworthy are the petititions submitted by the late Ivan  
Kurtyak (former President of the Autonomous Agrarian 
Union) —  this petition being dated August 21st., 1928, 
and demanding the carrying into effect of the autonomy —  
and by Michael Yuhasz, President of the American 
Ruthenian National Council —  the latter being dated 
1930. A  more flagrant breach of treaty obligations than 
that involved in the whole Ruthenian policy of the Czechs, 
is quite inconceivable. As to the ardent desire of the 
Ruthenians to be liberated from the Czech prison in 
which they are languishing, on this point anyone taking 
the trouble to visit the Verhovina (the mountain district 
of Ruthenia) will be able to convince himself. Every 
Ruthenian peasant will tell him that he wishes to return 
tu Hungary.

II.
2 .3  M ILL IO N  H U N G A R IA N S COULD  

B E  R E A T T A C H E D  TO  H U N G A R Y  
W IT H O U T  TH E SA C R IF IC E  O F  A N Y  

IM P O R T A N T  N U M B E R  O F  SL A V S  
A N D  R O U M A N IA N S

Sir Robert Gower and his colleagues wrote the following 
letter to the Manchester Guardian on 25th July.

’ ’Sir, —  Recently you published a letter written by a 
number of our Parliamentary colleagues and us in which 
the view was expressed that the Hungarian claims for revision 
are not immoderate but essentially reasonable, inasmuch 
as they are limited to the demand that Hungary shall have 
restored to it those dstricts which have a predominantly 
Magyar population and are adjacent to her present frontiers, 
and that, as regards other territories wrested from her which 
have mixed populations, Hungary asks that the principle of 
self-determination— to be ascertained by plebiscites— shall 
apply. W e adhere to this view, which is shared by a group 
of over two hundred and fifty members of all parties in this 
House, as also do we to the considerations we advanced in the 
letter to which reference ha been made.

We observe, however, that it is contended by you that the 
opinions expressed in our letter are wrong, inasmuch as, 
it is alleged, Hungary’s claims are ” monstrous”  and ’ ’im
moderate”  and in consequence ” reasonable”  frontier revi
sion is rendered impossible. We are satisfied that this con
tention is entirely without foundation. The Little Entente 
States have from the first obstinately declined to consider any 
territorial revision at all and nothing has been said by any 
responsible Hungarian statesman— including Count Beth- 
len— which is in any respect inconsistent with the principle 
of Hungarian claims to which we have referred.

The statement made by Count Bethlen at Cambridge, to 
which you referred in an editorial note, is in accordance with 
fact. From the northern part of old Hungary now under 
Czech rule there could be allotted a territory of 15.643 square 
kilometres, with 1.122 villages, by which 858.308 Magyars 
(73.3 per cent), 21.156 Germans (1.8 per cent), and 
220.012 Slovaks and Ruthenians (18.8 per cent) would be 
returned to Hungary. From the part of old Hungary now
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under Rumanian rule there could be reattached to Hungary 
5.230 square kilometres, with 220 villages, by which there 
would be returned to Hungary 413.104 Magyars (81 per 
cent), 17.324 Germans (3.4 per cent), and 61.784 Ruma
nians (12.1 per cent). In  the event of the purely Szekely 
countries, together with the surrounding Hungarian coun
tries, being restored, a territory of 28.848 square kilometres, 
with 1.338 villages and 1,203.606 Magyars, 17.324 
Germans, and 466.195 Rumanians would be reattached to 
Hungary. From Southern Hungary, now under the rule of 
Yugoslavia, there could be reattached a territory of 11.884 
square kilometres, with 201 villages,and thus 374.073Magyars 
and 220.733 Germans could be reattached to Hungary, 
but only 212.143 Serbians and 58.106 Yugoslavs.

We submit that these figures, which are official, refute 
your contention that 2,000.000 Magyars could not be 
reattached to their country without the sacrifice of "a  larger 
number of Slavs and Rumanians". Apart, however, from 
the consideration whether these statistics are right or wrong—  
we believe that they are accurate,— what we urge is that 
the question of revision should be considered impartially 
by the Assembly of Nations at Geneva, when the precise 
facts can be quasi-judicially determined. The question 
should be studied exclusively and entirely upon its merits 
and recommendations under article 19 of the treaty made 
accordingly. That is what we ask should be done.

British members of Parliament are not directly concerned 
with either Hungary or the Little Entente States, but we are 
acutely concerned— as is the whole of Europe— with the 
situation which exists in the Middle Danube Basin. We 
repeat that it is in a highly inflammable state and that a 
spark applied to the tinder may at any moment result in an 
outbreak, leading to a world conflagration with disastrous 
results to civilisation. We are convinced that it is only by a 
just and equitable revision of the Trianon frontiers that 
peace, in every sense, can be restored and maintained in an 
important part of the world. More than a just and equitable 
revision we do not advocate. We are, however, seriously 
alarmed at the present situation. Is  the matter to be allowed 
to drift until war intervenes? That it should be permitted to 
do so is unthinkable. I f  the League of Nations pursues in so 
important a matter a policy of moral ineptitude and declines 
even to consider so momentous a matter, where indeed is its 
usefulness?

We and over two hundred and fifty of our colleagues in 
this House are convinced that the Hungarian claims are 
sound. W e have not come to this conclusion hastily or wi
thout considering the matter impartially. All we ask, howe
ver, is that the League of Nations should examine for itself 
the claims and recommend accordingly. That is what we 
urge. The Little Entente objection to this being done seems 
to us to be pregnant with significance. We regard the "war
like" pronouncements of its statesmen with infinite regret.—  
Yours, & c."

The ’ ’Manchester Guardian”  made some comments on the 
letter to the Editor written by the Pro-Hungarian mem
bers of the House of Commons. In the first place we read: 
—  „On April 25, 1933 Dr. Benes, the Foreign Minister of 
Czecho-Slovakia, detailed the three conditions subject to 
which ’ ’adjustment of the treaty frontiers”  might be 
considered. ’ ’There must” , he said, ” be no external pres
sure. . . Such an agreement is only possible in an atmo

sphere ef calm . . . Such an agreement is only possible if 
equivalent compensation is g iv e n ... so that the Parlia
ments and public opinion (of both parties) can give their 
free consent.”

These words were indeed taken from Dr. Benes’s speech, 
but later on, when Benes and Titulescu met in Kassa in 
the November of 1933, we heard the (since then) oft-repea
ted slogan: —  ’ ’Revision means war.”  In the speech to 
which the ’ ’Manchester Guardian”  refers Dr. Benes —  in 
view of the fact that treaties have sometimes to be modi
fied because of changes in the balance of power —  declared 
that he would do all he could to prevent Czecho-Slovakia’s 
position weakening and to avoid the necessity of altering 
her treaties whether her position was good or bad. In  
practical politics this means that, in contradiction of his 
statement made in 1927, Dr. Benes refuses to entertain 
the idea of treaty revision by agreement. In his speech 
the possibility of revision is merely a theoretical postulate, 
and it is very typical of his policy that he made revision 
contingent on ’ ’equivalent compensation” . W hat does he 
mean? Surely not that he expects Dismembered Hungary 
to hand over more of her territory?

The ’ ’Manchester Guardian”  objects to Sir Robert Gower 
supporting his statement that 2,000.000 Magyars could 
be re-attached to Hungary without Hungary’s neighbours 
suffering greatly, with pre-War statistical data. According 
to the ’ ’Manchester Guardian”  only 600.000 Magyars 
could be thus reattached. Our answer is that we must use 
the statistics for 1910, partly because some of the Little 
Entente States —  e. g. Rumania —  have as yet 
no reliable comprehensive statistics as to the distribution 
according to nationality of the population, and partly 
because the Hungarian data gathered in 1910 are more 
reliable than the post-War Little Entente Censuses, in the 
taking of which all sorts of measures were applied —  such 
as the ’ ’analysis of names”  and ’ ’racialanalysis” , the regis- 
stration of Hungarian-speaking Izraelites as Jewish natio
nals and different forms of terror —  in order to prevent 
numerous Magyars from declaring their true nationa
lity. How mistaken th e ’ ’Manchester Guardian’s”  data are 
is best shown by the fact that, even according to the 
Czecho-Slovak Census in 1930 in that State alone there 
were over 474.066 Magyars living in districts where the 
majority of the inhabitants were Magyars. In their case 
no doubt attaches to the statement that they might be 
restored to Hungary without any wrong being done to 
the Slovaks.

Finally as regards the ’ ’Manchester Guardian’s”  comment 
that ”As Dr. Benes has repeatedly pointed out, article 
19 of the Covenant of the League does not give the Assembly 
any power to dispose of the territory of Member States” , 
it is true that the League of Nations has no power to dis
pose of the territory of Member States, but it has the 
power to ask Member States to revise the territorial dispo
sitions of the peace treaties. W e cannot believe that should 
the League of Nations appeal to the Little Entente to 
revise the untenable territorial provisions of the Trianon 
Treaty, that is to sayto give back certain areas to Hungary, 
the Little Entente would rigidly refuse to accede to 
the request of League of Nations. Every lover of peace, 
therefore, should endeavour to induce the League to make 
that appeal.
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A L E X A N D E R  CSOM A DR K O R O S
by

Eleh Mat he

The great Hungarian traveller and philologist, 
whose Tibetan-English dictionary and Gram
mar was published a hundred years ago, in 
1834, in Calcutta, was, as he liked to call 

himself, a Siculo-Hungarian, and was born about 
1790 at Koros, a little village in Transylvania.

As the article of the Encyclopedia Britannica 
tells us, he came of a noble family which had sunk 
to poverty. He entered the famous College of the 
Transylvanian Presbyterian Church at Nagy-Enyed, 
in 1799. After having passed out of a grammat 
school, he was admitted to the higher course of 
academical studies, and soon the desire was kindled 
in his soul to study the languages of the East, to 
travel in Asia, and to find the lost vestiges of the 
origin of the Hungarian race.

Later, after taking academic honours, he was sent 
to Germany, with the scholarship of his College. 
These travelling scholarships of the old Transyl
vanian College were provided out of the funds 
collected on behalf ot the College during the reign 
of Queen Anne, in the early years of the XVIII 
century, when the Protestants of Transylvania were 
in great distress and applied for help to their brethren 
in England.

The contribution from England was the basis on 
which the future material prosperity and intellectual 
progress of the College of Nagy-Enyed was recon
structed; and thus the income of the fund was 
appropriated for travelling scholarships. Csoma went 
to Gottingen, and for 3 years studied the various 
Oriental languages under the guidance of Prof. 
Eichorn, the learned Orientalist of Gottingen Uni
versity.

In 1818 he returned to Hungary, with very definite 
plans to begin his great journey to the East as soon 
as possible. This seemed to be rather an adventure 
than a scientific expedition; but Csoma’s energy 
was invincible, and his enthusiasm was blind to the 
hindrances and difficulties. It was towards the end 
of 1819 that, with really modest funds obtained 
from an older friend, he left his native country, 
which he never saw again. He was lightly clad, as 
if he intended merely taking a walk (an eye-witness, 
one of his former professors, relates the circum
stances of his farewell) when he started along the 
road leading towards the frontier of Rumania. His 
journey lasted for more than 2 years; he travelled 
mostly on foot, suffering untold hardship and 
privations. He reached Kabul, the capital of Afgha
nistan, on January 6. 1822, as he himself tells us 
in a letter written to a British official in India. 
He set foot on Indian territory first in Lahore, in 
March of the same year. He wasted no time, and 
with the help of a friendly and understanding 
Englishman, William Moorcroft, whose diary was 
later published, he went first to Kashmir, and then

to the province of Ladak, in the western part of 
Tibet.

Here Csoma went to a small place called Zangla, 
where he lived (in a Lama Monastery) for more 
than a year. His desire was —  as he tells us himself — 
to be acquainted with the structure of the strange 
tongue ot the Tibetans, and to know something of 
the mysterious treasures of Tibetan literature, which 
before Csoma’s researches had been entirely unknown 
to the outer world, not only to Europeans, but to 
everybody outside Tibet.

A curious desire! But Csoma was a most unusual 
man. His inner life, the world of his thoughts, 
remained as closed and as secret as that mysterious 
country where he spent the best years of his life.

The year spent at the Lama Monastery of Zangla 
was decisive in respect of Csoma’s later career. With 
the assistance of a Lama he learned the Tibetan 
language grammatically and studied in the library 
of the Monastery many hundred volumes which 
were the basis of Tibetan learning and religion.

The great aim and desire of his life remained 
undoubtedly —  as we have already said —  to find 
the lost vestiges of the origin of the Magyar race. 
But, in the meantime, he put aside this final purpose 
of his work and labours, and with untiring energy, 
started to become a pioneer, as Moorcroft tells us, 
in making clear some obscure points of Asiatic and 
European history.

Through Moorcroft and later on through Capt. 
Kennedy, the officer in command at Sabathir, in 
the Northern Provinces, he got into closer touch 
with the British authorities. As Th. Duka, his bio
grapher, says, this friendship of Moorcroft and 
Kennedy decided Csoma’s fate.1 Through their 
endeavours the British Government of India granted 
him a regular allowance of 50 rupees a month, which 
enabled him to prosecute his Tibetan studies, and, 
as regards his own position, to perpetuate his name 
in the domain of science and literary research.

With the help of the Gowernment’s monthly 
allowance the clouds of uncertainty which had hung 
so long over his fate were dissipated, and he was 
ready to start on his second journey into Tibet, 
and actually did so in June, 1825.

Now he was in constant correspondence with 
Dr. Wilson, Secretary of the Asiatic Society in 
Calcutta. This time he spent 18 months in Tibet, 
living again in a Gonpa or Lama Monastery in one

1 Theodore Duka: Life and Work of Alexander Csoma do 
Koros. Trubner Oriental Series, London 1885. —  Duka 
himself was an interesting man. He was a medical officer 
in Louis Kossuth’s army during the Hungarian War of 
Independence in 1848. He emigrated to England and as a 
medical officer was sent to India. Here he collected the 
material, mostly in Calcutta, and published the biography 
of his great countryman, both in English and Hungarian.
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of the other little known Tibetan villages, a place 
called Pukdal. Though he wrote in his reports of 
disappointment, caused by the indolence and negli
gence of the Lama from whom he learned and 
received his instructions, he nevertheless collected 
sufficient material for the publication of his proposed 
dictionary and grammar of the Tibetan language.

His fame had now reached the outer world. 
Dr. Gerard was travelling in the Himalayan countries 
on behalf of the Bengal Medical Service, introducing 
vaccination there. During his travels he met Csoma, 
and wrote in terms of the greatest admiration about 
him:

” 1 now turn —  says Dr. Gerard —  to the Hun
garian, who is far from the least remarkable of the 
many objects which have passed before me in this 
journey. I found him at the village of Kanum, in 
his small but romantic hamlet, surrounded by books, 
and in the best health. He has been most persevering 
and successful, and were not his mind entirely 
absorbed in his studies, he would find a strong 
check to his exertions in the climate, situated as he 
is and has been for four months. The cold is very 
intense, and all last winter he sat at his desk wrapped 
up in woollens from head to foot, and from morning 
to night, without an interval of recreation or warmth, 
except that of his frugal meals, which are one uni
versal routine of greasy tea. But the winters at 
Kanum dwindle to insignificance compared wita 
the severity of those at the Monastery of Zangla, 
where Mr. Csoma passed a whole year. At that spot 
he, the Lama, and an attendant, were living in an 
apartment nine feet square for 3 or 4 months; 
they dared not stir out, the ground being covered 
with snow, and the temperature below the zero of 
the scale. There he sat, enveloped in a sheep-skin 
cloak, with his arms folded, and in this situation 
he read from morning till evening without fire, or 
light after dusk, the ground to sleep upon, and the 
base walls of the building for protection against the 
rigours of the climate.

’ ’The cold was so intense as to make it a task of 
severity to extricate the hands from their fleecy 
resort to turn over the pages. Some idea may be 
formed of the climate of Zanskar from the fact, 
that on the day of the Summer Solstice, a fall of 
snow covered the ground; and so early as 10th Sept, 
following, when the crops were yet uncut, the soil 
was again sheeted in snow; such is the horrid aspect 
of the country and its eternal winter.

” 1 have mentioned the above as a proof of the 
assiduity of Mr. Csoma, who collected and arranged
40.000 words of the Tibetan language in a situation 
that would have driven most men to despair.”

Csoma left the inhospitable country of Tibet in 
the spring of 1831, and soon arrived in Calcutta, 
where he was elected honorary member and lived 
in the house of the Asiatic Society. He was busy 
with the work of finally arranging and publishing 
his life’s greatest achievement, his Dictionary and 
Grammer of the Tibetan Language, which was not 
ready till 1834. The Dictionary and Grammar, bound 
in one big volume of nearly 600 pages, was published 
at the cost of the British Government, in India- 
Many copies of the book were sent to the various

universities and scientific institutions of Europe and 
naturally to Hungary also. Communications with 
India 100 years ago were very slow, and it took 
a whole year for words of acknowledgment to reach 
him from his native country. Through the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences considerable sums were sent 
to him, £200 and on another occasion £450. But 
Csoma accepted the monies only to buy valuable 
Oriental MSS and send them for the use of the 
Academy.

Csoma did not live long after the publication 
of his great work. He was employed as librarian 
by the Asiatic Society and lived in Calcutta an 
ascetic life, as though he had been a Tibetan Buddhist 
monk himself. He was 58 years of age already, 
when in 1842 he realized that, if ever, he must now 
start to attain the great and chief object of his life, 
to solve the secret of the origin of the Hungarians. 
He wanted to go first to Lhasa, the capital of Tibet, 
and then to the fardistant parts of Mongolia. Provi
dence decided otherwise. He got as far as Darjeeling, 
at the foot of Mount Everest only. During the 
journey from Calcutta, when he had crossed the 
malarious sub-Himalayan belt of dense jungle, he 
became ill. He had reached Darjeeling in very bad 
condition, and after fighting for a whole fortnight 
against the deadly sickness, he died on April 11th. ,1842.

He was buried in the Darjeeling cemetery, and 
a simple but noble monument was erected by his 
British friends over his grave.

Csoma’s memory has always been honoured by 
his own countrymen. But he is not a forgotten man 
outside his own country either. The Buddhists of 
Japan remember him as a great saint and scholar 
v/ho gave his whole life to the study of the Buddhist 
religion. And Mr. Baktay, a Hungarian scholar and 
traveller who spent many months in Kashmir and 
Tibet a few years ago, following the footsteps of his 
great countryman, has related in his book that 
when he visited in Calcutta the house of the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal, and told the secretary, My. van 
Manen, that he was a Hungarian, everybody greeted 
him with warm and sincere enthusiasm, as a country
man of the great Alexander Csoma de Koros. Csoma’s 
fine bronze statue, made by a Hungarian artist and 
sent as a gift to the Society from Hungary, stands 
in one of the most prominent places of the great 
entrance hall.

Csoma’s pioneer work was appreciated by all 
Englishmen, and his great service in compiling the 
first Tibetan dictionary, and thus opening the vast 
terra incognita of an entirely closed country and 
unknown people to the outer world, will always 
be remembered. He was a great man and a scholar 
of the first order, but he was the most modest great 
man who ever obtained fame and recognition in the 
world of scholars. Besides modesty gratitude was 
the second feature in his character. He always 
felt grateful for the help of his British friends and 
for the modest allowance given to him by the British 
Government of India.

I hope there will always be some people in Britain, 
and in other countries as well, who will sympathize 
with this modest hero (nay, this veritable saint of 
human culture), who literally gave his life for the 
ideas which were most sacred to him.
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P O L I T I C A L ,  M O S A I C
H U N G A R Y  A N D  TH E N E W  SITU A TIO N  

IN  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  P O L ITIC S
As was to be expected, the tragedy enacted in Vienna 

in the last days of July brought the problem of the Danube 
Valley into the forefront of a diplomatic situation which 
for some time had anyhow been extremely eventful.

The attitude adopted by Yugoslavia towards an Italy  
energetically determined to safeguard Austria’s indepen
dence, and thus indirectly towards France, who has shown 
herself throughly in sympathy with Ita ly ’s action, has 
created an entirely new situation. A  further breach has 
made its appearance in France’s system of allies, which 
was shaken months ago by Poland’s deflection; indeed 
there is every reason to ask whether the Little Entente 
as such still exists at all.

In view of this circumstance the negotiations between 
Italy and France place the problem of the Danube Valley 
in a new perspective. Italy ’s policy in the Danube Valley 
was based first on Hungary, afterwards on Austria; she 
strongly supported Hungary’s demands for a revision of 
the Treaty of Trianon, to which policy Mussolini has 
over and over again pledged himself before the whole 
world: and the agreements concluded in Rome in the 
spring of this year, were the outward sign and seal that 
Italy ’s economic interests coincide with those of Hungary 
and Austria.

After the Vienna tragedy Czecho-Slovakia, the leading 
Member of the Little Entente, did everything she could 
to make friends with Fascist Italy, the creation of which 
had been criticised in Prague perhaps more severely and 
harshly than anywhere else. Czecho-Slovakia now shows 
a strong inclination to adhere to the Italian-Hungarian- 
Austrian economic pact. Supposing that Yugoslavia could 
be brought to do so too —- which at the best is very 
doubtful, —  this would mean that the Little Entente 
would join a political, or at least an economic, system in 
the Danube Valley in which Italy would play the leading 
role.

Hungary follows these developments, which naturally 
closely affect the future of the country, with the greatest 
attention. Count Stephen Bethlen’s article in the ’ ’Pesti 
Naplo”  of September 8th., which is dealt with in another 
part of our Review, strikingly illustrates Hungary’s 
aspirations.

The Hungarian statesman’s article, however, was 
misunderstood by several foreign newspapers, amongst 
others by the ”Le Temps”  of September 11th., the article 
being interpreted to contain a renunciation of Hungary’s 
demands for revision in the event of the minority rights 
being safeguarded. To dispel this misunderstanding it is 
enough to quote Count Bethlen’s fine words: —  ’ ’Revision 
is life itself, and life is nothing but a continual revision. 
A  revision of the present to make room for a better future. 
All attempts to adjust Europe to the H oly Alliance of the 
victors in order to preserve post-War conditions ad infinitum 
will be successful only in appearance and for the moment, 
for life will sooner or later rend that alliance asunder.”

Another incorrect interpretation of the former Prime 
Minister’s words was given by those who understood them 
to point to a weakening of friendly relations between 
Italy and Hungary. This is out of the question. Bethlen 
says clearly that in his opinion friendly relations between 
Hungary and Italy must be preserved and fostered as far 
as possible, not only in Hungary’s interests, but also in 
the interests of Europe as a whole.

From the above it follows that Hungary will in future 
too continue to look upon a peaceable revision of the 
Treaty of Trianon as the lodestar by which her policy 
must be guided in these eventful times. The ” Fiiggetlen- 
seg” , a journal closely connected with the Hungarian 
Government, stated in a manner admitting of no mis
interpretation that ’ ’the aim is revision. For no matter 
how sincerely we deplore the sufferings of our Hungarian

kindred languishing as minorities under a foreign yoke, 
we are not, we cannot be, in a position to look upon any 
acceptable settlement of the problem of the Hungarians 
wrested from us as the fulfilment of our historical aspir
ations, or as a countervalue for entering into economic 
or political relations of a nature affecting the future witk 
the States of the Little Entente —  even within the 
limits of the Rome agreements.”

M IN O R IT Y  P R O T E C T IO N  
A N D  R E V IS IO N

The announcement made on September 13th. at the 
General Assembly of the League of Nations, by M. Beck, 
Polish Foreign Minister, that Poland refuses to consider 
the provisions of the minority treaty concluded between 
Poland and the Allied and Associated Powers as binding 
unless the obligation to observe the minority protection 
provisions is extended to all Members of the Leagus, created 
a great impression in Hungary too. In terms of the minority 
treaties concluded with Czecho-Slovakia, Yugoslavia and 
Rumania, the Magyar minority in those three States is 
entitled to the same rights as the minorities in Poland 
enjoy. Hungarian public opinion is uninimously agreed 
that Hungary may on no account forgo the international 
protection of the minorities which, even though it is very 
imperfect and requires to be extended rather than curtailed, 
is, after all, secured under the treaties. Those who are 
desirous of setting the minority treaties aside, or of 
modifying them in any way, must be well aware that this 
would be a revision of part of the post-War treaties and 
would necessarily involve a revision of the rest. Baron 
Aloisi, Ita ly ’s Principal Delegate, made the following 
unequivocal comment on Poland’s attitude: —  ’ ’This 
proposal”  he said in his speech to the Assembly ’ ’has 
brought up the question of revision. My country -—  as 
everyone knows —- was the first to broach the idea that 
the treaties must be adjusted to changed circumstances; 
for this is the best way to ensure lasting peace: but, at 
the same time, we have always insisted that their adjust
ment must be effected in a legal manner. If, therefore, 
it is deemed necessary to modify the treaty in question, 
we must be prepared to apply the same principle to other 
questions which were also decided by the provisions of the 
peace treaties and are already even less calculated to 
satisfy the exigencies of the present situation.”  This 
attitude of Italy is very important, pledging, as it does, 
that Power anew to a policy of treaty revision.

P A N -S E R B  IM P E R IA L IS M  D R E A M S  
O F F U R T H E R  CON QU ESTS

There are over 30 Yugoslav ’ ’emigrant”  societies in 
Yugoslavia, their members being chiefly Yugoslav 
’ ’emigrants”  from Italy and Carinthia. On the initiative 
of their Union, which has its headquarters in Belgrade, 
a congress was convened to meet at Maribor (Marburg) 
early in September. The report of the congress and the 
resolutions taken published by the Yugoslav press was, 
for obvious reasons, extremely brief and colourless. All 
the more interesting therefore was the article which ap
peared in the Mariborski Vecernik Jutra, a paper belon
ging to M. Kramer, former Deputy Prime Minister, and 
which drew the attention of the Southern Slavs to the 
great importtance of the congress. The following extreme
ly characteristic passage taken from that article will 
disclose to our readers Yugoslavia’s dreams of further 
conquests, which she no longer attempts to keep secret.

’ ’The knowledge that the aspirations of the Yugoslav 
emigrants are at the same time the aims of all Y u 
goslavs, is beginning to spread through ever-growing 
strata of the population. The vast majority of the Y u 



18 D A X U B I A N  R E V I E W SEPTEMBER, 1934

goslavs realise that the problems of our racial kindred 
across the borders are problems closely affecting all of 
us, since we feel ourselves linked up with them in an in
divisible ethnical whole. W e owe it as a moral debt to 
the ’ ’emigrants”  who have been driven away from Y u 
goslav soil to reiterate this over and over again. The Lit
toral or Carinthia does not belong to this or that section 
of the Yugoslav people, it belongs to all the Yugoslavs. I f  
this applies to every single bit of Yugoslav soil beyond the 
boundaries of the State, it applies in even greater measure 
to the Yugoslav minority in Italy, which, though sorely ha
rassed, still lives to prove to the whole world by its 5 
years of martyrdom that its Yugoslavism is no empty 
catchword, but the most valuable of its possessions, for 
which no sacrifice is too great.”

This undisguised imperialistic programme was appro
priately complemented by an article in a newspaper be
longing to the Narodna Odbrana and bearing the same 
title. That nationalist press organ, in its eagerness for 
conquest, laid claim to the Hungarian County of Ba- 
ranya. The arguments supporting its claim were as fellows!

’ ’The part of Hungarian Baranya inhabited by Serbs, 
and to a certain extent by Croats, is a strip of land 10 
kilometres broad on the northern bank of the Drave, 
between Lake Balaton and the Danube. Where the latter 
river is joined by the Drave, it makes a broad sweep 
towards the east and encircles the plain of Mohacs. In 
the eighteenth century the ,,pravoslav”  autochthonous 
inhabitants (??) of this part of Baranya, the Sokac 
people, were forced in great numbers to embrace the R o
man Catholic faith (??). The number of Yugoslavs in 
Hungarian Baranya is not 58.000, as stated by Hunga
rian statistics, but over 83.000 (?).”

,,Let our racial brethren beyond the frontier hear what 
we demand. Wherever Yugoslavs live, there is Yugoslavia. 
This is our irredentism. All the efforts of aliens to de
nationalise those of our brethren who live outside the 
boundaries of this free country will prove fruitless when 
confronted with the current of a revised Yugoslavism  
which will bring new life, the like of which never existed there 
before, to the territories as yet in bondage and to our bre
thren living in them.”

Those who believe that the territorial claims of the 
Serbs were satisfied by the enormous spoils of war allot
ted to them under the peace treaties, will surely recon
sider their belief on reading the above possages, which 
mirror faithfully the opinions and the secret or openly 
avowed aspirations of all the Serb people.

As an illustration of the measures used by Serb im
perialism it is sufficient to point to the way the Narodna 
Odbrana has falsified the population statistics relating 
to Hungarian Baranya. These statistics can easiliy be 
checked by anyone desirous of doing so. The Narodna 
Odbrana asserts that there are 83.000 Yugoslav inhabi
tants in Hungarian Baranya; but the authentic Hunga
rian census statistics for 1930 show that the distribution 
according to nationality of the 259.997 inhabitants of that 
region was as follows: 151.194 Magyars, 96.581 Germans, 
753 Serbs (!), 7060 persons of Bunyevac, Sokac, Vend 
Slovene and Croat nationality, 20 Slovaks, 49 Rumanians 
and 2497 ’ ’others” . The total number of Southern Slavs 
was therefore 9596. Even if we add the 2497 persons clas
sified as ’ ’others”  that number does not amount to more 
than 12,095. This circumstance, however, in no wise pre
vents the Narodna Odbrana and its colleagues from bol
stering their demands for further territorial expansion 
with arguments of the nature described above and de
vised deliberately to mislead uninformed foreigners.

If this is allowed to go on, the time will shortly come 
when, on the principle contained in the memorandum 
laid before the Peace Conference that „■wherever Yugoslavs 
live, there is Yugoslavia” , and in order to appease a vo
racious appetite, claim will be laid to Szentendre, a small 
town in the vicinity of Budapest where the census taken 
in 1910 found 176 Serbs, or even —  for ’ ’l ’appetit vient 
en mangeant”  —  to the district in Germany inhabited 
by the so-called Lausitz Serbs (Vends).

SE TTLE M E N T B Y  A G R E E M E N T  
O F H U N G A R IA N -Y U G O S L A V  

F R O N T IE R  IN C ID E N TS.
In the matter of the complaint lodged by the Hungarian 

Government in re the fatal frontier incidents provoked 
by Yugoslavs, the Council of the League of Nations called 
upon the Governments of the two States to treat direct. 
The negotiations begun in consequence were completed 
on July 21st. last by an agreement under which the question 
of crossing the frontier and the right of frontier guards 
to use arms, as also frontier trade and the conditions and 
terms ruling the carriage from the territory of either 
State to that of the other State of the produce of farmers 
holding estates in both States, were duly settled. The 
result thus obtained shows that the Hungarian Govern
ment was justified in calling the attention of the League 
of Nations to the absurd and intolerable conditions 
prevailing on the Hungarian-Yugoslav frontier; for it 
was only that procedure which made it possible to prevail 
upon the Yugoslav Government to consent to direct 
negotiations.

R U M A N IA N  W R IT E R  A T T A C K S  
R U M A N IA ’S A L L IE S

The well-known Rumanian publicist Zachary Stancu, 
in an interesting article published in one of the August 
issues of the ’ ’Credinfa”  under the title ’ ’Allies” , explained 
that Rumania’s allies, though good enough in times of 
peace, are entirely unreliable in times of crisis. He refers 
to the fact that in 1918 Rumania took no account of the 
treaties binding her to the Central Powers; though on the 
other hand, he says, Rumania herself would be left to her 
own devices in the event of a general chaos. In illustra
tion of this thesis he points out that at the time of the 
Austrian ’ ’putsch” , when Italy sent troops to the Austrian 
frontier, Yugoslavia did likewise without however taking 
the trouble to inform her allies —  and therefore Rumania 
too —  of her intentions. And in the event of compli
cations leading to war —  he adds —  Czecho-Slovakia 
would surely have kept aloof. In words betraying the 
utmost indignation Stancu then tells us that for the pur
pose of making business Czecho-Slovakia had supplied 
Rumania with bad war materials; while Yugoslavia, Ruma
nia’s ally, did not buy from Rumania even so much as 
Hungary. He stresses the point that in the event of the 
time coming when the whole world will be plunged into 
war, Rumania will find herself in a desperate plight, left 
to her own resources, and will not be in a position to resort 
to moral weapons; for a country where military deserters 
hold ministerial offices, while the public squares and 
parks are full of blind men, cripples and disabled soldiers, 
cannot expect moral support.

R A P P R O C H E M E N T  B E T W E E N  
B U L G A R IA  A N D  Y U G O S L A V IA

In one of its recent issues, the ” Zora”  (Sofia) estab
lishes the fact that on the Bulgarian side everything 
possible has been done to show that Bulgaria sincerely 
desires an agreement with Yugoslavia, though there is 
no sign of any similar endeavour on the Yugoslav side. 
The said journal refers to an article in the Belgrade 
” Pravda”  declaring that a sine qua non without which 
no such rapprochement is possible, is the neutralisation 
of Bulgarian nationalism by fostering Yugoslav natio
nalism. (???) Now there is no such thing as ’ ’Yugo
slav nationalism” ; and this catchword is being employed 
solely to disguise the interests of Belgrade in respect 
both of inner policy and of aggrandisement. According 
to the ” Zora” no lasting political agreement is possible 
except between States with equal rights, for in the 
event of such equality being absent the Party not 
possessing full rights would in time be driven to ab
sorption in the other State and would be unable to 
maintain its own national culture. For the present, 
therefore, all endeavours must be restricted to achieving 
an agreement in economic and cultural matters.
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H O W  M I N O R I T I E S  L I V E
C Z E C H O S L O V A K I A

P E R SE C U TIO N  O F L E A D E R S  
O F SL O V A K  N A T IO N A L  P A R T Y

Of late the persecution of the Slovak National Party 
has been carried on with constantly increasing violence. 
This Party, which is supported by the Lutheran minority 
of the Slovak people, was in the past treated rather more 
leniently by the authorities than the Catholic Slovak 
People’s Party (Andrew Hlinka’s Party), with which it 
has combined to struggle for the autonomy guaranteed 
Slovakia under the Convention signed at Pittsburgh 
on May 30th., 1918, also by Masaryk, but so far not put 
into effect. However, since Louis Bazovsky —  the first 
Sheriff of Nograd County and one of the foremost leaders 
of the National Party —  was arrested, this Party has 
forfeited the favour of Prague. On August 21st. last, by  
order of the Beszterce District Court, the gendarmes 
paid domiciliary visits to the Turocszentmarton homes of 
Milos Vancic, advocate, Vice-President of the Slovak 
Party, Florian Stac, Secretary-General of the Party, and 
Alexander Pakan, Editor of the ,,Narodnie Noviny” . 
Subsequently, the gendarmes paid domiciliary visits also 
to the editorial offices of the "Narodnie Noviny”  and to 
the secretariat of the Party. According to the reports of 
the Czech papers, these domiciliary visits were incidental 
to the Bazovsky affair; and we are told that the persons 
referred to will be cross-examined at the trial of Bazovsky, 
which is to begin on October 1st. The charge against 
Bazovsky and his associates is that they desire to annex 
Slovakia to Hungary. It is worth noting that the Czecho
slovak court of law has just found that the appearance 
of the ’ ’Narodnie Noviny”  —  the organ of the Slovak 
National Party which has been in existence uninterruptedly 
for 67 years —  may be prohibited. It  is also worth noting 
as a characteristic symptom that during the Magyar 
regime the paper was never interfered with, though at 
that time too it was a bold champion of the cause of 
Slovak nationalism.

TH E L E A D E R  O F  TH E R U T H E N IA N  
A U T O N O M ISTS O N  TH E SITU A TIO N  

O F  TH E R U T H E N IA N  P E O P L E
As is well known, the Czecho-Slovak Government has 

so far failed to carry out a single jot of the obligations 
undertaken in respect of the autonomy of Ruthenia under 
the Treaty concluded at Saint-Germain-en-Laye on Sep
tember 10th., 1919, with the Allied and Associated Powers. 
The official organ of the Ruthenian Autonomist Agrarian 
Union (Kurtyak Party) —  the ’ ’Ruskij Vistnik” —  
recently published the speeches made by Endre Brody, 
the parliamentary representative of the Party, in con
nection with Minister Benes’s last expose and on the 
occasion of the parliamentary discussion of the press 
novel. Despite their being so cautiously worded, these 
speeches unmistakably echo the measureless bitterness of 
the Ruthenian people against the Prague Government. 
In the first speech, among other things, Brody said that 
” if the Government wishes to save this part of the Republic, 
it must first of all define the frontiers of Ruthenia and 
must put an end to the denationalisation of the Litttle 
Russians in East Slovakia, where 20,000 Little Russians 
are being deprived of the ability to live a national life. 
The Little Russians —  a people numbering 200,000 souls 
—  have not a single gymnasium (grammar school) in 
East Slovakia . . . At the same time a Bill must be 
presented to Parliament in re the preparations to be made 
for introducing Ruthenian autonomy . . .  In order to do 
something on paper at least, Government is preparing to 
appoint a Governor, though without giving him rights or 
sphere of authority” . During the discussion of the novel 
to supplement the Press Act, Brody —  the leader of the 
Ruthenian Autonomists —  described the situation pre

vailing in Ruthenia in the following terms; —  ” In Ruthenia 
the present regime must fall and must certainly be done 
away with, seeing that half the population of that province 
is either starving or reduced to beggary, while on the 
other hand the leaders of the government parties are 
doing good business there” .

T W E L V E  SC H O O LR O O M S  
F O R  1800  M A G Y A R  P U P IL S

The Czech propagandists are in the habit of telling 
foreign countries that Czecho-Slovakia is making due 
provision for the education of the Magyar children of 
schooling age. However, the real situation is strikingly 
illustrated by the fact that —  as shown by the memo
randum recently submitted to the Prague Ministry of 
Education —  in Beregszasz, the largest town in Ruthenia, 
only 12 schoolrooms are available for the use of 1800 
Magyar pupils —  that meaning that 150 Magyar children 
are being crowded into each of the 12 rooms — , whereas 
splendid school-” palaces” are being built in rapid suc
cession for the use of the ’ ’Czecho-Slovak” pupils. It  is 
easy to conceive the effect of the crowded schoolrooms 
upon the health of the undeveloped children.

It V  M  A  N  I  A
R U M A N IA N  H IST O R IA N  

O N  TH E A L L E G E D  
T H O U S A N D -Y E A R S  O P P R E S S IO N
Professor Avram P. Tudor, librarian of the Rumanian 

Academy of Sciences, recently delivered a lecture on 
’ ’Rumanian-Hungarian Connections in the Past and in 
the Present”  at Valeni de Munteni, in connection with 
the Summer University Courses of Jorga. In the course 
of his interesting lecture Tudor dealt with the charge of 
oppression during ten centuries brought against the 
Hungarians. In this connection the professor showed that 
in the light of the historical data the alleged oppression 
of the Hungarians under which the Rumanians were said to 
have suffered for ten centuries, was a mere old wives’ tale. 
It  was not oppression but class rule similar to that which 
had prevailed in all other countries of Europe. The mem
bers of the nobility were not exclusively Magyars, but 
included also elements of all sorts and conditions of peoples; 
and this nobility had ruled over the vassals without 
respect to creed or nationality. The nationality antagonism 
between Magyars and Rumanians dated only from the 
second half of the nineteenth century; for the ’ ’nationality”  
idea was an invention of that century. Consequently —  
continued Professor Tudor —  it was nonsense to talk of 
nationality oppression. After the lecture one of the Ruma
nian students went up to the lecturer and asked him how 
it was possible under such circumstances that the history 
textbooks in use in Rumania should present an absolutely 
contradictory picture of the historical relations between 
Hungarians and Rumanians ? In answer Professor Tudor said 
that the writers of historical text-books of the kind were 
not inspired by feelings of justice when treating historical 
facts of that natura.

ST A TE  O F SIE G E  P R O L O N G E D  
F O R  A  F U R T H E R  S IX  M O N TH S

The royal decree issued on December 30th., 1933, 
ordaining a state of siege in nine towns and in two counties 
of the Regate and a preliminary censorship throughout 
the whole country, expired on September 15th. of this 
year. The state of siege which has been in force with 
various interruptions for the past fifteen years in Rumania, 
but chiefly in the territories annexed to that country by  
the peace treaties, curtailed in the greatest measure the 
political and civil rights of the population and the pre
liminary censorship weighed intolerably on the minority 
press, but there was reason to hope that this disgraceful 
state of affairs would not last much longer. This hope
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was aronsed in the Transylvanian Magyar minority chiefly 
by a speech delivered recently at Arad by M. Dinu Bratianu, 
leader of the Liberal Party, in which he emphatically 
opposed the maintenance in force of the state of siege 
and of the censorship of the press. The Premier, M. Tata- 
rescu, did not however defer to the leader of his Party, —  
indeed, the official organ of the Government, the "Vittorul” , 
published M. Bratianu’s speech in a censored form. The 
Magyar minority in Transylvania will have to put up 
with ad the misery of this exceptional state of affairs for 
another six months, for a new royal decree ordains that 
the censorship shall continue in force all over the country 
and that although the state of siege will cover a slightly 
reduced area, it will still be maintained in Kolozsvar, 
Nagyvarad and Temesvar. Besides continuing to restrict 
the right of assembly, the state of siege implies in particular 
an extension of martial law to offences which ordinarily 
come under the jurisdiction of the civil courts.

Y U G O S L A V I A4
B E L G R A D E ’ S V E N G E A N C E  
ON P A T R IO T IC  C R O A TIA N  S 

A N D  T H E IR  F A M IL IE S
According to a report in the ’ ’Croaiiapresse,’ ’ , the in 

exorable persecution of the Croatians taking a part in, 
or in any way sympathising with, the Croatian In

dependence Movement and of the members of their 
families, is still going on. Recently, the father of Ante 
Pavelic, the leader of the Croatian liberty movement 
who has fled abroad, and the two brothers of Dr. Branko 
Jelic, who is in America, were deported, while the sister 
of Ivan Herencic, a supporter of the Croatian liberty 
movement, was confined and placed under police super
vision.

On August 16th. was the trial before a Graz jury of the 
two Belgrade hirelings charged with attempting on June 
16th. and 17th. last, to kill Stevo Duic, a retired Cro_ 
atian staff lieutenant-colonel. The Public Prosecuto^ 
withdrew the charge against one of the prisoners, bu .̂ 
the other —  one Milan Kolar, Serbian sergeant o 
gendarmes —  was condemned by the Court to three years^ 
penal servitude for incitement to murder and attempted 
murder.

Dr. Ivan Pernar, former Secretary of State and one 
of the seriously wounded victims of the assault on Ste
phen Radio and four of his associates committed during 
a meeting of the Belgrade Skupstina on June 20th., 
1928, was brought to his trial —  with eight associates —  
before the Zagreb Council of the State Defence Tribunal, 
the charge brought forward by the Public Prosecutor 
being that of having printed and propagated broadsides 
not previously submitted to the approval of the autho
rities.

THEATRE ♦ LITERATURE ♦ ARTS
E M E R IC H  M A D A C H

One of the most brilliant manifestations of Hungarian 
native talent, Emerich Madach’s ’ ’Tragedy of Man” , has 
just set forth on its way to conquer the world. Though we 
speak of Madach’s ’ ’native talent” , his was one of the 
most polished and highly cultured minds in Hungary. 
He knew the history of the world ex asse: his sociological 
insight was far ahead of that of the scientists and thinkers 
of his age; he was at home not only in natural science, 
but also in natural philosophy; he borrowed from Hegel, 
Biichler, the materialists and the British empiric school, 
but remained independent of them all in his judgments 
and valuations.

Still we call his talent ’ ’native” , because in the creation 
and elaboration of his great dramatic conception he was 
entirely dependent upon his own resources. He had no 
forerunner, no master in Hungarian literature, or for that 
matter in world literature either. W hat he learned from 
Goethe’s ’ ’Faust” was only a few externals, a few second- 
rate motifs, episodes which might easily have been omitted 
from his grand structure without the work suffering, or 
even without their loss being felt.

It  would be a far cry even to attempt to sketch here 
the meaning of his work, its trend of ideas, and the over
whelming richness of its contents —  the tragedy of man 
(of mankind) as mirrored in the world’s history from the 
time of the Pharaohs till it ends at some dim point hid in 
the mists of the future, when for man on earth the last 
conditions and possibilities of struggle, progress, even of 
being, have ceased. This poem is a cry of pessimism, yet 
its last words are not words of despair, but of dawning 
hope and of encouragement.

’ ’Hark to me, Man! Strive on, strive on, and trust”  is 
the reassuring, conciliating thought which begets hope 
between the despair that leads to suicide and the acqui
escence and faith that bow before the will of God. It is

heard in the 13th. scene of the Tragedy when, after the 
flight into the void which he was forced to give up, Adam  
returns to the Earth from which he would, but could not, 
break away. When, in obedience to the words of the Spirit 
of the Earth, Adam turns back, he gives voice to the most 
profound philosophic thought in the whole Tragedy, its 
fundamental message radiating with almost cosmic force 
to the ends of the earth: —

” A  hundred times m y goal I ’ll vainly seek.
It matters little. For what is that goal?
Twice mark the end of a most glorious fight.
The goal is Death and Life is hut a struggle.
The struggle of itself is Man's real aim.”  1

The Tragedy of Man was acted for the five-hundredth 
time in the Budapest National Theatre in the January of 
this year. A t the same time it was received enthusias
tically by a select and critical audience and press in the 
Burgtheater in Vienna. The poetical translation by Ch. H . 
Meltzer and Paul Vajda has opened the way for its produc
tion on the British and American stage. In October it 
will be produced in Rome.

Hungarian native talent has again achieved a new 
and significant success, and the question is bound to 
present itself to the whole civilized world: W as what 
happened to Hungary not a crying injustice to a race 
that has enriched the intellectual treasure-house of the 
nations with gifts of this value?

Charles Sebeslyen.

1 From translation by Charles Henry Meltzer and Paul 
Vajda. (Dr. George Vajna & Co. Budapest, 1933.)
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B O O K S
N A T IO N A L  ST A TE S A N D  N A T IO N A L  

M IN O R ITIE S
B y C. A . Macartney. Oxford University Press. London: 

Humphry Milford. Issued under the auspices of the Royal 
Institute of International Affairs, 1934. pp. 540.

C. A . Macartney, the distinguished English writer and 
historian, recently published a large volume of about 
500 pages with the title ”National States and Natio
nal Minorities". The minority question is gaining in 
importance day by day because, unfortunately, the 
whole world is full of complaints of oppressed mi
norities —  a sign that the so-called minority trea
ties do not contain a satisfactory solution of the 
problem. After an abundant and thorough study of his
torical preliminaries, the present-day national State sys
tems and the minority protection measures of the League 
of Nations —  to the interesting chapters on which we 
cannot refer here owing to lack of space —  the author 
draws the following conclusions. He establishes the fact 
that ’ ’the League system has not solved the problem of 
how to enable different nationalities to live together har
moniously within a single State” . Evidently a certain 
improvement, perhaps even a considerable one, could 
be effected if the defects in the procedure were eliminated. 
If the League’s guarantee is to be truly effective, it is 
essential that its procedure should be such as to ensure 
a prompt and impartial hearing of all complaints. A  neces
sary postulate of any procedure reform is, of course, that 
the Council itself should take its duties seriously and 
should summon up the courage to insist upon real redress 
for well founded and legitimate grievances.

So long as the majority nations which have assumed 
control of the varions States persist in their theoretically 
absurd and practically unattainable endeavour to make 
of these States the exclusive instruments of their own 
national ideals and aspirations, the minorities must con
tinue to be placed in a position which no system of inter
national protection can render tolerable. It  is true that 
the treaties provide in general terms for the equality of 
all nationals of the contracting State before the law and 
in respect of civil and political rights, and for the same 
treatment and security de jure and de facto. But, on the 
other hand, the specific provisions in favour of the mino
rities certainly do not admit the minorities as equal part
ners in the State. The admission of the right of the State 
to establish the language of the majority as the official 
language (i. e. a language with priority over any other), 
the restriction of the obligation to provide public instruc
tion in a minority language in primary schools and in 
towns and districts in which a ’ ’considerable proportion”  
of members of a linguistic minority reside etc., —  all 
these provisions admit the principle of a single dominant 
national culture in the State. A  national State and national 
minorities are incompatible. The truth is that the present 
minority Treaties are adapted only to that one class of 
minorities whose national consciousness is still dormant 
or who, at most, do not desire any strongly differentiated 
national life of their own.

Although in his opinion it is desirable that the States 
of a pronounced national character should be transformed 
in such a manner that no difference should be made poli
tically between the ruling majority nation and the mino
rity nation, Macartney nevertheless reckons with the fact 
that at present we are living in an era of national States 
of a pronounced character, and for that very reason he 
seeks a mode of procedure calculated to improve the fate 
of the national minorities in the present national States, 
within present day bounds. W ith regard to Revision, 
Macartney’s standpoint m ay be summarised as follows:

Frontier revision, where applicable, is the more satis
factory means of solving a minorities problem; for it 
ends the question once for all by severing completely all 
political relations between the minpj'jtjeg and the majo

rity. It  was also, in the past, the traditional method. All 
wars of liberation have amounted simply to solutions of 
the minority problem by this means. The Peace Settlement 
of 1919 was itself based on one of the most drastic frontier 
revisions ever undertaken.

The new frontiers demarcated at this time are no more 
sacrosanct than those which they replaced. The new system 
is founded on certain principles of justice and self-deter
mination adduced to justify the disruption of the multi
national empires of central Europe. If these principles are 
still considered valid, no readjustment which disregards 
them would he acceptable. Where, on the other hand, it 
now appears that they were violated by the new settle
ment itself, there is stronger reason than ever for invoking 
them once again to modify it.

Thus there are certain strips of territory inhabited by 
solid blocks of minority populations which have been 
allotted to their present owners without any valid reason; 
and it seems fair to count as invalid the reasons of security 
advanced in many cases. For the security of one State 
nearly always means the insecurity of another; and once 
the absurd war mentality of 1919 has been dissipated, and 
the equality of all States once more recognised, no possible 
ground seems to exist for saying that the victor States need 
security more than the vanquished; more particularly as the 
latter are generally smaller and (owing to the disarmament 
provisions of the Treaties) far weaker from the military 
point of view than the former.

Only by a truly wise and generous treatment of their 
minorities could the Treaty States hope in the long run 
to keep their present frontiers. There is to-day a moral 
sense of the world and it is on that sense that the League 
of Nations reposes. There is a great determination to avert 
war; but this, for most men, does not mean merely a blind 
insistence on keeping existing frontiers intact, whatever 
the conditions within them. If a State abuses the generous 
treatment which it received at the Peace Conference; if 
it disregards its Treaty obligations and subjects its mino
rities to undeserved suffering, the conscience of the world 
will revolt. It  m ay be that the Assembly, under Article 
X I X  of the Covenant, will decide that the Treaty which 
demarcated the frontiers of that State has become inappli
cable; it may be that the fertile minds and elastic con
sciences of international jurists will find some other 
subterfuge to justify what seems to common men a viola
tion of Article X ;  but the State which fails to rule its mino
rities wisely, will one day lose them.

It  is pleasing to note that Macartney in course of this 
pragmatism concerning Revision, of which we completely 
approve, speaks separately of the Hungarian revision 
endeavours, saying that ’ ’the Rothermere Line would 
restore a considerable number of Magyars to their mother 
country, from which they were separated without sufficient 
cause, and so long as personal nationality is considered to 
be the almost exclusive basis of the State, revision in 
accordance with that line, or something resembling it, 
would be an act of mere justice” .

B y his excellent book, in which he reveals, with an 
objectivity which cannot be sufficiently appreciated, the 
oppressive situation of the national minorities and their 
sufferings, and wisely points out the remedy within 
present-day bounds, Macartney has made a valuable 
contribution to the clarification of ideas, thereby ren
dering great service to the millions of European minorities 
who are rightfully dissatisfied with their situation.

Whether this State system from which Macartney 
expects the solution of the minority question will come 
within a conceivable time, can hardly be established 
apodeictically. There is no doubt, however, that Macartney 
wisely points to Revision as the method which, in present 
circumstances, would most radically solve the minority 
problem.

George Lukacs.
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P O L I T I C A L  E C O N O M Y
A U S T R I A

IT A L IA N  C A P IT A L  IN  A U S T R IA
According to reports current in Berlin an Austrian joint 

stock company entitled ’ ’Banca Commerciale Italiana per 
L ’Austria" is about to be formed in Vienna. The share 
capital will probably be between 10 and 15 million A u s
trian schillings, the whole amount of which will be han
dled by the B. C. I. The chief mission of the new bank 
will be to facilitate the movement of Italian capital’ ’block
ed”  in Austria. Italy, as is well known, has already as
signed considerable sums in lire for the convenience of 
travellers to Italy and to promote commercial intercourse, 
for which payment was accepted in Austrian schillings. 
These schlliings have not been invested as well as they 
should have been in Austria. In future their investment 
will be effected on a much larger scale.

N O T E W O R T H Y  D E C LIN E  
O F A U S T R IA N  TO U R IST T R A F F IC
According to a report of the Austrian Statistical Bureau, 

during the months of May and June, the number of 
strangers (tourists) registered in 143 places frequented by 
foreigners was 289,000 as against 307,000 in the correspon
ding period of 1933. This relatively considerable setback 
in the tourist traffic of Austria is without doubt the result 
of the political disturbances.

C Z E C H  O - S L O V A K I A

D E C LIN E  O F S L O V A K  IN D U S T R Y  
IN  C Z E C H O S L O V A K IA

The "L ' Europe Centrale” , a periodical well-known to 
be closely connected with the Czecho-Slovak Foreign 
Ministry, has published a series of articles from the pen 
of Alfred Fichelle on ’ ’Slovakia’s Place in the Economic 
Life of Czecho-Slovakia.”  In the September number of 
the periodical Fichelle treats of the evolution of Slovak 
industry which set in in 1918; what that evolution in 
reality was, however, may be correctly estimated from 
the following passage taken from the said Czech propaganda 
organ:

’ ’The Hungarian Government furnished Slovakia with 
an exceedingly well-equipped textile industry, which, 
however, needed customs protection and the great market 
afforded by pre-war Hungary to prosper. Since the country 
has been liberated, the competition of the textile industries 
in Silesia, Moravia and Bohemia —  which are favoured 
by the nearness of the Baltic Sea, by way of which they 
receive raw materials, and of Germany, who supplies them 
with cheap chemicals —  has made itself strongly felt. 
The most inportant textile works in Slovakia, the Hruzom- 
ber factories, went through very hard times, and in spite 
of their admirable equipment and the comparative cheap
ness of labour, they could not maintain the level of pre- 
War production. W hat is to be said about the rest of the 
woollen, linen and jute mills, whose production does not 
average more than 40%  of their capacity and which have 
suffered great losses through the depreciation of the 
pound sterling and the dollar ? It is only by their ingenuity 
and —  more particularly —  by a system of barter with 
foreign countries that they have been able to keep a few of 
their markets. It is however possible that, in spite of the 
self-supply policy pursued by the States of Central Europe 
and the Balkans, this branch of industry will, thanks to 
its excellent equipment and comparatively old traditions, 
be able later on to resume its former activity.

’ ’Paper-milling, which procures its raw materials locally, 
has a long past. The first Slovak paper-mill was established 
in 1613. Separation from Budapest, which was a great 
consumer of paper, was a hard blow to the paper industry. 
It was only by making the greatest sacrifices that it

contrived to survive; and the commercial policy of the 
Balkan States is very unfavourable to it. This branch 
of industry too has been compelled to cut production 
considerably. Of the future nothing can be said until the 
world crisis has abated.

’ ’The raw and tanned leather industry was one of the 
most flourishing branches during the Hungarian regime. 
Its equipment enabled it to supply 4 0 %  of pre-War 
Hungary’s needs and to export to Russia as well. Since 
that time it has been obliged to lose touch with its old 
markets and seek new ones, chiefly in the western parts 
of Czecho-Slovakia. Luckily the wonderful development 
of the Bata works at Zlini has, to a certain extent, restored 
its activity; indead not so long ago two factories were 
established in Slovakia, in order to supply the Zlini works 
with leather. On the other hand, most of the old enter
prises in the Vag Valley and at Liptosky Sv. Mikulas have 
stopped working” ..

Then M. Fichelle goes on to say that industry in Slovakia 
is indeed going throngh hard times and that ’ ’perhaps 
Prague has not always rightly understood Slovakia’s 
interests.”

H U N G A R Y

C O N SID E R A B L E  IM P R O V E M E N T  
IN  TH E M A C H IN E R Y  IN D U ST R IE S
Considerable improvement is noticeable in the position 

of the Hungarian machinery industries, which was very 
bad during the first two years of the economic crisis. 
Improvement, in fact, began to set in last year and this 
year it has continued and advanced in a very gratifying 
manner, owing partly to increased investments in machi
nery, though more particularly to the credit supplied by 
the ” 1. M. I .”  Thanks to these two factors the number 
of workers employed by the machinery industries, which 
was 18.000 last year, rose by the middle of this year 
to 27.000.

A F F O R E ST A T IO N  
O F  TH E H U N G A R IA N  L O W L A N D S
The Cabinet Council has decided to carry out the 

afforestation of some 60— 80 thousand cadastral yokes 
of land in the Great Lowland Plain, the work to be done 
under a scheme extending over a considerable period. 
The Bill relating to this action will be submitted to Par
liament in the autumn.

R U M A N I A

A  W A R N IN G  TO R U M A N IA
The following article with the above heading appeared 

in the ’ ’Economist”  of September 8th.
’ ’There is some pretty plain speaking in the interim 

report of M. Roger Auboin to the Governor of the National 
Bank of Rumania on Rumania’s economic situation 
during the first half of the current year. Rumania’s 
external debt service is in substantial default; her foreign 
trade is virtually hamstrung by official restrictions; her 
currency and State finances are in disorder; and her entire 
national economy is still at the mercy of exorbitant 
demands by largely uncoordinated Ministries— notably 
those responsible for defence. While M. Auboin is able 
to record that prices have stopped falling, that industries 
working for home consumption have been doing better, 
and that both the internal and external debt burdens 
have been considerably alleviated by domestic and foreign 
agreements, his latest Report amounts to a serious indict
ment pf those responsible for restoring order in the State
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finances. He notes that the Government has measures in 
project or preparation to improve the situation of the 
National Bank, to liquidate heavy arrears and to cover 
increasing public capital expenditure by a new internal 
loan; but he continues: —

’ ’All these measures presuppose and imply the wiping 
out of the permanent deficit in the Budget . .  . Similarly, 
the economic difficulties, especially those concerning 
foreign trade . . . arise to a great extent from the bad 
situation in the State finances. The latter, by constantly 
putting into circulation an amount of purchasing power 
greater than that coming in as tax revenue, prevents 
a natural equilibrium being established. The situation 
of the Budget and of the Treasury constitutes a grave 
danger not only for the State, but also for Rumania’s 
entire economy.”
The 1933— 34 ordinary Budget, instead of balancing, has 

actually resulted in a deficit of 2,855 million lei; in addi
tion, there is a total expenditure, carried over from former 
years and not yet covered, of 12,843 millions; so that the 
surplus of 1,458 millions realised in the extraordinary
1933—  34 Budget has availed little, and the hard-pushed 
Treasury has consequently had to take 1,300 millions from 
its reserves (now exhausted) and from the 1,458 millions 
surplus on the 1933— 34 extraordinary Budget. In addition, 
it has not been able to meet expenditure to the extent of 
1,081 million lei, which amount has therefore gone to swell 
the arrears of uncovered expenditure. The State’s short
term debt— 5,000 million lei in Treasury bills or deposit 
receipts, plus about the same sum due to the National 
Bank for advances— remains untouched. ’ ’Some progress 
has been made in budgetary accountancy and administra
tion, but other abuses have been perpetuated (borrowings 
by divers Ministries, irregular commitments, etc. . . ).” 
The external debt agreements have brought the annual 
service down from the ’ ’normal” figure of 5,700 million 
lei, and from the actual figure of 2,710 millions in 1933— 34 
to 1,398 millions in 1934— 35, thus leaving a gap of less 
than 1,700 millions to be covered in the 1934— 35 Budget. 
Unfortunately this gap has again been widened; for the
1934—  35 Estimates did not include additional ’ ’extra
ordinary” expenditure of 2,070 millions: while the rate of 
revenue income so far this year threatens a shortfall of 
2,000 millions on the year, and on June 30th there was a 
deficit in current payments of more than 1,000 millions. 
Consequently the results of 1934— 35 will probably reveal 
yet another deficit of about 3,000 millions. M. Auboin 
concludes: ” it is therefore imperative to bring decisive 
remedies to bear on this situation, if consequences of the 
gravest nature are to be avoided” . This picture is hardly 
reassuring to the foreign creditors who have played their 
part in giving Rumania a financial breathing-space in 
which to bring order out of the chaos in her State finances. 
M. Auboin’s recommendations amount to strictures on 
Rumania’s financial authorities which do not seem un
merited. It is to be hoped that those authorities will at 
last tackle their problems in real earnest.”

S T E A D Y  D E C LIN E  
O F R U M A N IA ’S E X P O R T S

Rumania’s foreign trade balance for the month of July 
has just been published. The balance shows a deficit of 
3 million lei. The value of imports for the period from 
January to July amounted to 6143 million lei, that of 
exports to 6140 million. For the same period in 1932 
the Rumanian foreign trade balance closed with an excess 
of exports amounting to 4000 million lei.

The statistics of the inland commercial and industrial 
concerne for the past year are also a striking proof that 
economic life in Rumania is on the downward grade. Of 
the joint stock companies in the whole country, 55 (with 
capital aggregating about 1150 million lei) are about to 
wind up, 29 have already done so, 146 companies have not 
made their balance-sheets public because they are so 
unfavourable, 183 have reduced their capital, 2 have 
amalgamated, 2 are bankrupt, 2 under distraint, and

one has applied for permission to compound its liabilities. 
In 1929 these companies showed assets amounting to 
4.931,732.619 lei and liabilities amounting to 1-809,015.757 
lei. In 1932 the assets had sunk to 1.583,778.286 lei, but 
tho liabilities were 4.795,524.330 lei, that meaning that 
in a short period Rumanian inland capital suffered a loss 
of 3000 million lei.

Banking presents an even more unfavourable aspect. 
Deposits in the past year sank from 31.000 to 14.000 million 
lei, while the liabilities side showed an increase from 155 
to 657 million lei.

1 7 V  G O S L A V I A
B A L K A N  B A N K  SCH EM E  

O F V IC E -P R E S ID E N T  O F SE N A T E
For some time past reports have been current that 

the establishment of a joint bank for all the Balkan states 
is being contemplated. The idea is reported to have origi
nated with Pasha Mustafa Kemal, and it is said that 
in the near future he will convene a meeting of all the 
States concerned, in order to discuss details. A t the 
outset Stamboul or Saloniki was thought of as the seat 
of the new bank, but of late reports from Vienna state 
that the head offices of the bank would be located in 
the Austrian capital in order to facilitate intercourse with 
the money markets of Western Europe. The question of 
a Balkan Bank was mooted also in the Yugoslav Senate 
on July 9th of this year by Dr. Krulj, Vice-President 
of the Senate and former Minister —  naturally in quite 
another form. His suggestion was that the headquarters 
of the Balkan Bank should be in Belgrade, with branch 
offices in the other five Balkan States, Bulgaria and A l
bania included. The mission of the Bank would be pri
marily to finance trade between the Balkan States and 
provide funds for the extension of the lines of commu
nication in the several Balkan countries, thus promoting 
a mutual exchange of commodities. Another joint depart
ment or institution would have to be created in order 
to regulate and stimulate export trade from the Balkan 
States to countries outside the Balkans. The Bank —• 
he believed —  would surely be able to secure adequate 
foreign credit, with the help of which, aided by a syste
matic extension of the Balkan Pact, it might prove pos
sible to achieve the ultimate aim, viz the economic unity 
of the Balkan States, with a customs union and a single 
currency as a preliminary to a political co-operation in 
the form of a Federation of Balkan States. Outside this 
the most urgent task awaiting the Balkan Bank would he 
to convert all the debts of the Kingdom of Albania and thus 
set that country free from its present state of dependency. 
Krulj’s plan, which most probably voiced the opinion of 
Yugoslav official circles, was directed expressly against 
Italy.

U N E M P LO YM E N T O N  TH E IN C R E A S E
Unemployment is increasing so steadily in the Kingdom  

of the Southern Slavs that today 24%  of the labourers 
are without work. This high percentage secures to Yugo
slavia the fourth place in international unemployment 
statistics. According to a report issued by the Ministry 
for Social Policy only 172.000 unemployed were registered 
in 1933, but as only 486.176 out of a total of 1,500.000 la
bourers are on the registers of the workers’ insurance in
stitute and the Ministry keeps count only of the insured 
workers, it may safely be said that the actual number 
of unemployed is at least two and a half times in excess 
of the official number.

F IN A N C IA L  P O SIT IO N  O F B E L G R A D E
The wealth (movable and immovable assets) of the 

town of Belgrade is estimated at nearly 2,000 million 
dinars. The charges involved by various loans (all except 
one having been negotiated by the town since the Great 
War) amount to 546 million dinars. In 1933 the interest 
and sinking-fund service of these loans involved an 
amount of 112.726,307 dinars.
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S P O R T S
This summer was a season of really good sport and 

witnessed a whole series of interesting sporting events. 
In  this respect special mention is due to the branches 
of swimming and athletics, in which a number of clas
sical Continental events absorbed the interest of sporting 
circles. In  the big international competitions the 
Hungarians held their own splendidly and by winning 
a number of championships and securing numerous 
second and third prizes added considerably to the al
ready eminent reputation of Hungarian sport.

SW IM M IN G
The Hungarian-Italian-Yugoslav swimming races and 

water polo matches held on August 5th. last ended 
with an overwhelming victory of the Hungarians, their 
swimmers and water polo players scoring more points 
than the Italians and Yugoslavs combined. Hungary 
finished first with 49, Italy  second with 27, and Yugo
slavia third with 11 points.

In the course of the European Championship Meeting 
at Magdeburg the Hungarian swimmers and water polo 
players considerably enhanced the reputation of Hungarian 
sport, Thus the Hundred Metres Free Style Swimming 
Championship was won by Laszlo Csik, whose time in 
the final was 59"8 seconds ; while the Hungarian team 
beat Germany in the final of the 4 X  200 metres Relay  
Race in the quick time of 7 mins. 8 secs. The Hunga
rian W ater Polo players won the European Champion
ship without once being beaten, winning the final match 
against Germany by 4 goals to 1. In  addition the 
Hungarian swimmers secured many valuable thirds and 
seconds, so that in the end Germany with her seventy 
million inhabitants was only just able —  by the aid 
of diving events whish can hardly be taken as swimming 
events at all —  to beat the Hungary with a population 
of only 8 millions.

Simultaneously the Austro-Hungarian women’s swim
ming match was held, the same resulting in the victory 
of Hungary by 31 points to 27.

Some of the Hungarian swimmers and water polo 
players who had taken part in the European Cham
pionship Meeting at Magdeburg then went to England 
on tour, the others going to Czecho-Slovakia. The tour 
in England proved a great success, that being true 
particularly of the competition at Brighton on August 
27th., at which Mr. Thomas, British Labour Minister, 
was also present. On this occasion the Hungarian water 
polo players beat the English test team by 6 goals 
to 2 ; a few days later beating the Polant Essex team 
by 6 goals to 3. A t the same time the Hungarian 
water polo players touring in Czecho-Slovakia beat the 
Schreckenstein team by 17 goals to 0.

On September 2nd. was the Seine Championsip in 
Paris. The long distance (8 kilometres) race was won 
by Taris, French Champion, Oliver Halasy, of Hungary, 
and Costoli, of Italy , coming in second (dead heat).

A TH L E T IC S
Of late the Hungarian athletes have been subjected to 

very severe tests, both in the international contest between 
Hungary and Ita ly  and in the European Championships 
recently held in Turin. In both cases they succeeded 
in holding their own splendidly. In the course of the 
Italian-Hungarian contest held in Budapest on August 
19th. and 20th. the Hungarian athletes beat their Ita 
lian rivals by 76 points to 65. The outstanding events 
of the contest wepe the record pole jump of Zsuffka 
(4-03 metres) and the record time of the Hungarian 
hurdler Kovacs (14-6 secs.).

A t the European Championship Meeting at Turin the 
Hungarian athletes again played an eminent role. They 
won two European Championships (110 metres hurdle 
race and 800 metres flat race) and secured a large 
number of good places, so that ultimately Hungary 
finished third behind Germany and Finland, beating on 
points such eminent nations of athletes as Italy, Swe
den and France.

R O W IN G
During the present year Hungarian rowing sport has 

continued on the path of progress the first two miles
tones of which were the surprise victories fought for so 
valiantly at the European Championship Meetings held 
in Belgrade and last year in Budapest. The brilliant 
victory of the Hungarian Eight over the Danes and the 
Italians —  helped by the other Hungarian successes —  
enabled the small Hungarian nation for the third time 
to win the Prix des Nations by finishing first among 
the States of Europe.

M O D E R N  P E N T A T H L O N
This event was held this year in its original home, 

Sweden, the Hungarians also taking part. Despite the 
fact that this combined event was unknown in Hungary 
until a year or two ago, Lieut. Orban succeeded in se
curing the fourth place. After the contest the Swedes 
themselves admitted that, had he not had to run on a 
track so completely different from those to which he is 
accustomed, the Hungarian Orban might easily have 
won the first prize.

B O X IN G
The Hungarian-Rumanian Amateur Boxing Match was 

held in Budapest on August 24th. A ll numbers were 
won by the Hungarians.
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