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T H E  H IS T O R IC A L , C L A IM  
T O  T R A N S Y L V A N I A

by
Gyula Szekiii

Phil. D., Professor of History 
in the Budapest ’ ’Peter Pazmany” University of Sciences.

The fact that we Hungarians are just as res
ponsible for the present form of Tran
sylvania as we were for transforming Roman 

Pannonia, is acknowledged by modern histo
riography and by numbers of German and Czech 
and even French and Rumanian cultivators of 
that science.

When the Emperor Trajan, the great Roman em
pire-builder, occupied Transylvania, he practically 
exterminated the Dacian population of that pro
vince; and the new inhabitants settled there by 
Trajan were not Romans or Italians, but natives 
of the Greek or Hellenised provinces of Asia Minor 
and of those adjoining Asia Proper. And by that 
time the legionaries were no longer all of Latin race, 
but ,,allies”  of the Empire, —  Germanic, Illyrian 
and other warriors. And in any case the Romans did 
not succeed in retaining Dacia for any length of 
time. The emperors withdrew their legions to the 
southern shore of the Danube, the place of these 
legions as garrisons being taken by Western Goths, 
who were naturally still less able —  or willing —  
to Romanise the province. The real situation was 
acknowledged by the Emperor Aurelianus, who in 
271 A. D. withdrew from Transylvania, not the 
legions, which had been removed from that province 
already in the days of Gallienus, but the whole civilian 
population, Transylvania being then occupied by 
Western Goths and other Germanic peoples. This 
province was taken possession of in turn by Goths, 
Taifals, Gepidae, later by Huns and Avars, each 
of these peoples belping to destroy the older cul
ture, without leaving any new culture to take its 
place. In those days not a single word was heard 
of Wallachians or Rumanians.

It was we Hungarians who first built a place of 
residence on this highway of the peoples. Already 
in the days of Arpad, the first Duke of Hungary, 
the rule of the Hungarians (Magyars) extended to 
the waste regions of Transylvania; while St. Stephen, 
the first King of Hungary, strengthened his position 
in that province and converted it to Christianity. 
We have already records of the existence there, in 
the eleventh century, of a Roman Catholic church; 
and that church must have been built by Hungarians. 
Hungarian kings put the mines of the old Romans 
into working again before any Wallachian settlers 
entered Transylvania. From the very earliest days

the names of hills and mountains, rivers and vil
lages were Magyar and Slav, —  the Roman place- 
names having completely disappeared and left no 
vestiges even in the Rumanian tongue: it was only 
in the eighteenth century —  two or three centuries 
after Hungarian scholars had excavated the towns 
and read the inscriptions on the stones of their 
ruins —  that the Rumanians became familiar with 
the names of Potaissa, Apulum, etc. The Wal
lachians (Rumanians) who from the thirteenth 
century made their way into Transylvania from 
the distant South —  from the depths of the Balkan 
Peninsula —  simply took over the Magyar and 
Slav place-names, —  a procedure of which they 
would hardly have been capable if they had been 
permanent residents there as successors of the 
Romans.

Not only is the European culture to be found 
in Transylvania our work, but we —  and the Saxons 
settled there by us —  were responsible for intro
ducing that culture also into the Wallachian princi
palities (voivodeships) of Wallachia and Moldavia. 
The town culture of those regions was the work of 
Hungarians; the Rumanians adopted the very 
name for town (’ ’varos” ) from us, as also the techni
cal terminology of town life and of the various 
crafts.

Every object brought into being on the surface 
of the earth and given a permanent form, is a living 
proof of work done by the Hungarians —  and, 
as from the thirteenth century, in the ’ ’Kiralyfold”  
region, by the loyal Saxon subjects of the Hunga
rian kings. Romanesque and Gothic churches, the 
fortified walls of churches, feudal castles and 
Renaissance and later baroque mansions, manor- 
houses, watch-towers and dwelling-houses of bur
ghers, —  in not one of these can we find any trace 
of Rumanian (Wallachian) culture or Rumanian 
work. The privileged Wallachians or Rumanians 
in the Counties of Fogaras and Hunyad became 
Hungarian noblemen; and the Wallachians holding 
small mining claims in the Transylvanian Ore 
Mountains built their baroque houses in the style 
of the Hungarian country mansions. Anyone who 
— during a period of eight hundred years —  had 
from an aeroplane every fifty years taken a bird’s- 
eye-view of the districts of Transylvania, would
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at no period have been able to discover any ves
tiges of work done by Rumanians.

And this is only natural, seeing that the Ruma
nians (Wallachians) penetrating northwards led a 
form of life not in the least postulating a desire 
to take possession of and to transform any geogra
phical region. They were mountain shepherds and 
goatherds keeping their flocks and driving them 
over the Alps; when they had ruined a forest, they 
simply went farther on. Whenever they descended 
to a lower level —  into circular valleys or coombs 
— , there came into existence at once the ” katun” , 
the typical Wallachian (Rumanian) setlement con
sisting of a few wretched shanties set side by side 
in the most disorderly fashion. It was a higher and 
more European form of life that fell to their lot 
when Hungarian landed proprietors settled them 
on their estates and familiarised them with agri
culture.

The historical right of the Hungarians to Tran
sylvania and to its hills and rivers, its vineyards, 
its churches, its manor-houses and castles and its 
towns, reaches back through eight centuries of con
ditions of this kind. A right not in the least impaired 
by the tragic lot of the Hungarian people, which for 
three centuries entrusted that people with the 
work of defending the country against inroads from 
without. The landed proprietors who had done the 
building and acted as protectors of the land were 
ruined and wasted by the wars in which they de
fended themselves and their proteges — the Wal
lachians, as yet incapable of independent action — 
against the menaces from without. They saved the 
Wallachians (Rumanians) from utter destruction; 
and today we can show on the map that where, 
and when, Turkish armies marched or Tartar 
cavalry wintered, there and then the homes 
of the Hungarians (Magyars) were converted into 
uninhabited wastes, while the places once occupied 
by the original inhabitants who had been driven 
away or killed were taken possession of —  after 
15— 20 years of desolation, when all danger had 
ceased —  by the Wallachians (Rumanians) who 
descended from the hills.

Perhaps I may be allowed to doubt whether cul
tured Frenchmen would regard such a form of

occupation as sufficient ground for a historical right. 
But I should doubt equally whether they would be 
inclined at all to give the name of ’ ’occupation”  
as applied to the conditions of their own country 
to a process similar to that in the course of which, 
in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the 
inhabitants of the Wallachian voivodeship —  flee
ing from the oppression of their masters, Wallachian 
boyars and Greek phanariots —  begged for admis
sion into Transylvania, and when, principally 
in the eighteenth century, neither the Hungarians 
(Magyars) and Saxons nor the Vienna Government 
showed any inclination to admit them, fled across the 
frontier in masses for refuge among the Hungarians ?

Both Hungarians (Magyars) and Saxons did their 
best to relieve the condition of these masses fleeing 
from inhuman persecution; Hungarian nobles and 
Saxon burghers had the first Wallachian books 
printed for their use; while the princes of Transylvania 
ordained that they should be schooled and allowed 
to practise their faith in their mother tongue. The 
beginnings of Rumanian science in the eighteenth 
century were due to the patronage of Hungarians 
(Magyars); and it was from Transylvania that Ru
manian national self-consciousness originated and 
spread to Rumania proper.

Now, that the newcomers raised to the position 
of Europeans were not satisfied with the mere 
houses of the Magyars slain in the Turkish wars, 
but appropriated the whole past of Transylvania 
and all the Magyar* and Saxon creations of that 
province, —  and that they proved apt pupils in 
learning at least one sentence from their Latin 
’ ’ancestors” , —  ’ ’veteres migrate coloni!”  —  i. e. 
’ ’out with the original inhabitants who converted 
Transylvania from a desert into one of the finest 
and most cultivated regions of Europe!”  — , that 
need not surprise us, for we know that in the life 
of peoples there is no place for either Morality 
or Justice.

But it is equally certain that these factors were 
relegated to the background also when a European, 
for a moment losing touch with Europe, attributed 
the historical right to Transylvania, not to us Hun
garians, but to others!




