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The Central Corporation o f Banking Com
panies, which will complete the fifteenth year of 
its existence this year, held its 15th general meet
ing under the presidency o f Baron Frederick 
Koranyi on March 30, 1931, in Budapest. In the 
following we give a brief account of the Cor
poration’s activity during the past year:

In the year 1930 they have continued the 
obligatory examination o f financial institutes as 
prescribed by law. Including repeated examinations 
(only one examination o f an institute in a year is 
obligatory), the number o f examinations and 
audits made at the member institutes and their 
branches was 727.

General economic conditions were instru
mental in raising certain questions in connection 
with the examinations o f member institutes, which 
necessitated the extension of the scope o f the ex
aminations. Such questions arose particularly in 
regard to the interests o f the institutes in industrial 
or commercial concerns, the rates of interest and 
the security o f loans. In examining the business 
management and interest policy o f the institutes 
subject to examination the Corporation endeavour
ed to bring the interests of the institutes into har
mony with the public interest. That is why they 
had to insist in a comparatively larger number of 
cases that institutes which are —  on account of 
insufficient capital funds —  unable to ensure their 
existence if  following an interest policy in agree
ment with the public interest, shall try to find a 
solution o f their problem in some other way. As 
to the cover and the collection o f loans, though the 
arrears and litigations have, as a rule, increased 
under the pressure o f unfavourable economic con
ditions, it was recommended to the institutes ex
amined to give due consideration to the difficult 
situation o f their debtors as far as their own

interests will permit it. The recommendations in 
this regard met also with the proper understanding.

The Committee admitted 3 new member 
institutes, making their admission dependent tin 
certain conditions. In the course o f the past year 
26 institutes ceased to be members, so that at the 
close o f the year 51 Budapest and 455 provincial 
institutes were members o f the Corporation from 
the present territory o f Hungary.

At the close o f 1929 the number o f the mem
bers was 529, who participated with 88.073 shares.

D epartm ent o f  Loans to P ublic E m p loyees .

In 1930 new loans were granted to public em
ployees under the provisions o f Act XXII o f 1918 
in 37,284 cases aggregating 12,067,915 pengos. 
The balance o f all such loans outstanding amount
ed to 17,779,300 pengos at the close o f the year, 
divided among about 55,000 persons.

„P osta l Credit”  System .

The amount o f post office funds used by 
provincial financial institutes and industrial con- 
cens under the ’ ’Postal Credit”  system of the Cor
poration —  as described in the 3rd issue o f 1928 
of the Bulletin —  reached 1,115,687,600 pengos 
in 1930, or 5°/o more than in 1929.

The tranfers made to the clearing accounts 
kept with the National Bank of Hungary by using 
the „Postal Credit”  system increased by 58°/o as 
compared with 1929, which goes to show that the 
members are recognising the advantages of that 
system in an ever growing degree.
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Hungarian Investm ent Trust C o. Ltd.

The leading financial institutes o f Budapest 
founded an investment trust company with a capital 
stock o f 20 millions of pengos at a meeting held 
on January 27, 1931, for the object o f buying and 
selling securities quoted on the Budapest Stock 
Exchange and Hungarian securities dealt in on any 
other Stock Exchange, o f making loans on such 
securities as collateral and o f making other trans
actions in connection with such securities. The 
founding o f the company having been in the public 
interest, the Corporation felt induced to accept —  
with the approval o f the Minister o f Finance —  
the management o f the said company. For the 
same reason they took an interest o f 10°/o in the 
founding o f the company.

Intervention Syndicate.

The so-called intervention syndicate which 
was organised under the leadership o f the Cor
poration on April 26, 1929, for the prevention of 
unjustified slumps in the securities dealt in on the 
Budapest Stock Exchange continued its activity in 
the past year. The capital o f the syndicate, origin
ally fixed at 10 millions o f pengos, was raised, up 
to the end o f 1930, to llVa millions and after that 
date to 13 millions.

Turnover.

The total turnover in the year 1930 amounted 
to 11.3 milliards o f pengos as against 11 milliards 
in 1929, while the cash turnover amounted to 7.9 
milliards o f pengos as against 7.8 milliards in 
1929. The increase was, thus, 2*.7°/o in the total 
turnover and 1.3°/o in the cash turnover.

Funds A dm inistered.

The aggregate of the capital funds and the 
funds o f third parties administered by the Cor
poration grew from 167.2 millions o f pengos at 
the close o f 1929 to 171.9 millions at the close of 
1930, which represents an increase o f 2.8°/n.

Bills D iscounted.

The total amount o f bills discounted decreased 
from 304.2 millions o f pengos at the close o f 
1929 to 252.1 millions at the close o f 1930, while 
the total amount repaid did so from 300.5 millions 
of pengos to 255.9 millions. Of the total amount 
o f discounted bills 33 (50.9*) millions o f pengos, 
or 13.1°/o (16.7°/o) fell to the share o f the Buda
pest member institutes and 199. 4 (223.3) mil
lions, or 79.1°/o (73.4°/o), to that o f the provincial 
member institutes, while 19.7 (30) millions, or 
7.8°/o (9.9°/o), was for reconstruction and special 
loans. The stock o f bills discounted was 65.1 (69) 
millions o f pengos, 5.6°/0 less than a year before. 
O f this stock 57.51 (58.52) millions were dis
counted for the members within their regular 
allotment and 0.48 (0.40) millions as extraordi
nary credit granted for certain purposes. The two 
together made up 89.1°/o (85.40/0) of the whole 
portfolio. In connection with the assistance or re
construction o f member institutes in temporary 
difficulties 4.52 (4.89) millions o f pengos were 
granted, while for certain institutions or concerns 
o f public benefit —  mostly through the medium 
of member institutes —  bills for the total amount 
o f 2.6 (5.14) millions were discounted.

The percentuel distribution o f the stock at 
the close o f 1930 was as follows: Budapest mem
bers 14.8°/o (18.4°/o), provincial members 76.2°/0 
(71.7°/o), reconstruction credits 6.9°/o (7.1°/o) and 
other credits 2.1 °/0 (2.8°/o).

D ebtors.

The total of the loans grouped under the 
heading o f „Debtors”  grew from 83.4 millions o f 
pengos to 86.5 millions, an increase of 3.7°/o. The 
loans arising from the use of our „Postal Credit”  
system amounted to 18.8 (19.1) millions o f pen- 
gos, o f which sum 2.7 (3.6) millions were taken 
up by the provincial branches o f Budapest insti
tutes. Book-credits totaling 27.2 (29.2) millions 
of pengos were granted for the assistance or re
construction of member institutes and 15.3 (8.9) 
millions for institutions or actions o f public bene
fit. The increase in the latter item was due mainly 
tc the extension o f the action started to assist small 
tradesmen with credit.

The percentile distribution of the aggregate 
of the loans against bills and on current accounts
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was: Budapest members 23°/o (21°lo), provincial 
membres 77°/0 (79°/o). The aggregate of the re
construction and special credits against bills and 
on current accounts amounted to 31.7 (34.1) mil
lions o f pengos, which sum made up 18.3°/o 
(20.2°/.) o f all loans.

Funds o f  Third Parties adm inistered b y  
the Corporation.

The balance to the credit o f the member 
institutes was 4.3 (10.6) millions o f pengos. The 
deposit o f the Postal Savings Bank to be used for 
loans to public employees under Act XXII o f 1918 
amounted to 12 (8 ) millions. The funds placed 
at our disposal by the Government for building 
loans as well as for special loans to small trades
men, shopkeepers and hucksters amounted to 16.3 
(11.9) millions, while the other creditors’ claims

and the settlement items totaled 59.1 (56.9) 
millions.

R ediscount.

At the close o f the year the rediscounts 
reached 36.2 (33.3) millions o f pengos, as against 
an average o f 12.4 (22.7) millions during the 
year The greater demand made on the Corporation 
by the member institutes on account of the year-end 
settlement caused the rediscounts at the close o f the 
year to exceed the average during the year by 
190°/o in the past year as against 50°/o in 1929.

N et P rofit.

The net profit as per balance-sheet amounted 
to 909,725.26 pengos (1,.555.912.32), which re
presents a return of 2.67°/o (4.35°/o) on the capital 
funds.

C O N D IT IO N  O F  T IIE  H U N G A R IA N  F IN A N C IA L  IN S T IT U T E S  A S  A T  D E C E M B E R  3 1 ,  1 9 3 0

The M em bership .

In the course o f the year 1930 the number 
o f the members of the Central Corporation of 
Banking Companies diminished from 529 by 23 
to 506.

Admitted were 3 new member institutes, while 
the membership ceased o f 4 institutes by amal
gamation with other members, o f 4 institutes by 
becoming branches of existing members, o f 9 
institutes by liquidation, o f 8 institutes by volun
tary withdrawal and of 1 institute by expulsion.

Total A ssets.

According to the combined balance-sheets o f 
the member institutes as at December 31, 1930, 
their aggregate assets amounted to 4.633 millions 
o f pengos, or 209 millions more than on December 
31, 1929, when the aggregate o f the assets was 
4.424 millions o f pengos.

There is no doubt that, compared with the 
records o f the past, the increase o f 209 millions 
o f pengos is not much. Still, it is a gratifying proof 
o f the ability o f the financial institutes to develop 
their business in the face o f the many cares and 
difficulties, with which they had been confronted

in every relation o f economic activity during the 
whole year. It also goes to show that the restriction 
o f credit so often complained o f was a matter o f 
the imagination; in fact, the figures at the disposal 
bear witness to the expansion o f credit in nearly 
every line o f the banking business.

In order to be able to judge the relative ex
tent o f the growth o f the assets in 1930, it should 
be known that the aggregate o f assets grew 562 
millions o f pengos in 1926, 1.006 millions in 
1927, 922 millions in 1928 and 245 millions in 
1929. Thus it will be seen that, despite the much 
larger difficulties which had to be overcome in 
every field o f business activity in 1930 as com
pared with 1929, there was hardly any difference 
in the increase o f the total assets in the two years.

As to the distribution o f the growth o f the 
assets between the Budapest and the provincial 
financial institutes, it may be stated that both 
participated in it in the same proportion, as the 
aggregate assets o f the Budapest institutes ex
ceeded the figures o f 1929 by 163 millions o f 
pengos and those o f the provincial institutes did 
so by 46 millions.

An examination o f the data referring to the 
year 1913 o f the financial institutes located on the 
present territory of Hungary reveals the fact that 
in the last pre-war year 599 financial institutes, of
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which 69 were in Budapest and 530 in the pro
vinces, stood at the service o f our economic life 
with assets aggregating 11.305 millions o f pengos. 
This does not mean, o f course, that the whole of 
that amount was used to satisfy, the needs for 
credit and capital of the present territory of Hun
gary, since the institutes in the detached sections of 
the country were also mainly alimented by the 
banks o f Budapest. It should not be lost sight of 
either that the price level in 1913 was on the 
average 40°/o lower than in 1930, consequently the 
purchasing power of the 4.6 milliards o f pengos 
now available is also relatively smaller than that 
o f the 11.3 milliards was in 1913.

The corporation's capitcl.

( Capital Stock and R eserves or  Surplus.)

The aggregate capital funds o f the financial 
institutes show a falling-off of 2.2 millions o f 
pengos, the same having diminished from 613.3 
millions o f pengos on December 31, 1929, to 
611.1 millions on December 31, 1930. This is 
partly explained by the fact that the Land Credit 
Bank Co., which is now under liquidation, is with 
its own capital o f 10.3 millions o f pengos no 
longer included in the summary, neither is the 
capital o f those institutes included, which ceased 
to be members in 1930, and the augmentations 
of the capital stock o f several institutes carried 
out during the year did not suffice to offset 
the difference. Thus it came about that the own 
capital o f the Budapest institutes decreased by 
4 millions o f pengos, while that o f the provincial 
institutes increased by 1.8 millions.

Looking back as far as the end o f 1925, it 
appears that the largest increase in the capital 
funds —  111 millions of pengos —  occurred in 
1927. The year before that the increase amounted 
to 27 millions o f pengos, in 1928 to 37 millions 
and in 1929 to 44.4 millions. In 1913 the capital 
funds of the 599 member institutes then in existence 
on the present territory o f Hungary aggregated 
1.744 millions o f pengos; the capital of the Cor
poration at the close o f 1930 made, thus, up only 
35°/o of the prewar amount.

D eposits.

The aggregate o f the savings deposits and 
the deposits on current accounts grew from 1.911.6 
millions o f pengos on December 31, 1929, to

1.978 millions on December 31, 1930, resulting 
in an increase of 66.4 millions during the past 
year.

O f the aggregate sum of 1.978 millions of 
pengos the savings deposits made up 1.041.1 
millions and the deposits on current accounts
936.9 millions.

Of the 1.041.1 millions o f pengos savings 
deposits 659.6 millions were administered by the 
Budapest and 381.5 millions by the provincial 
institutes, while o f the 936.9 millions o f pengos 
o f deposits on current accounts 868 millions were 
in the custody o f the Budapest and 68.9 millions 
in that of the provincial institutes.

As to the increase of 66.4 millions o f pengos 
in 1930, o f this sum 49 millions were savings de
posits and 17.4 millions were deposits on current 
accounts.

A closer analysis of the data shows that the 
savings deposits increased both in Budapest and 
in the provinces, while the growth o f the deposits 
on current accounts fell all to the share of Buda
pest, the amount o f such deposits with the pro
vincial institutes having fallen o ff  by 5.9 millions 
o f pengos.

During the last five years the largest increase 
in the deposits was also in 1927, when the same 
reached the sum of 463 millions of pengos. In 
1926 the increase amounted to 363 millions, in 
1928 to 342 and in 1929 to 176 millions. In 1913 
the institutes then existing on the present territory 
o f Hungary had deposits aggregating 3.566 mil
lions o f pengos in their custody, o f which amount 
the stock at the close o f 1930 made up only 55.5°i'o.

Rediscount.

The rediscounts show an increase of 10.1 
millions o f pengos in 1930. The rediscounts ap
pearing in the balance-sheets of the Budapest in
stitutes amounted only to 63.4 millions of pengos 
at the close o f last year, viz. 20 millions less than 
a year before. No conclusion should be drawn, 
however, from this fact, for most of the metro
politan institutes do not show the rediscounts as a 
separate item in their balance-sheets. With the 
provincial institutes the amount o f rediscounted 
bills grew 30.1 millions o f pengos in 1930, as 
compared with an increase o f 9 millions in 1929. 
During the last five years the increase in the re

45



discounts was as follows: 66 millions o f pengos 
in 1926- 130 millions in 1927, 132 millions in 
1928 and 7.2 millions in 1929.

The amount o f rediscounted bills of the 599 
financial institutes referred to above was 512 
millions o f pengos in 1913, thus the present amount 
o f rediscounts —  457.1 millions —  closely ap
proximates that o f the last peace-year (8 9 .3 °l0) .

It is characteristic o f the times that, while in 
1913 the provincial institutes had only 430 millions 
worth o f bills out o f their stock o f 1.227 millions 
o f pengos, viz. 35°/o o f their portfolio, rediscounted, 
in 1930 they transferred 394 millions o f pengos 
out o f 877 millions worth o f bills, viz. nearly 45°/o 
o f their stock.

C reditors.

The aggregate amount under the heading 
,,Creditors”  grew from 908 millions o f pengos at 
the close o f 1929 to 992 millions at the close of 
1930; o f the latter amount 885 millions was the 
share o f the Budapest institutes and 107 millions 
that of the provincial institutes.

In Budapest there was an increase o f 87 
millions, while the provinces reported a decrease 
o f 3 millions, as compared with 1929.

The amount due to creditors increased in each 
o f the last five years except in 1929 when it fell 
o f f  by 60 millions o f pengos. The greatest increase 
took place in 1928 when it amounted to 238 
millions o f pengos; in 1926 it amounted to 15 
millions and in 1927 to 158 millions.

In 1913 the combined balance-sheets o f the 
599 institutes mentioned above showed 1.173 
millions o f pengos as due to creditors, o f which 
the amount due at the close o f 1930 made up 
84.6°/o.

Ow n Issues o f  M ortga ge Bonds.

The emission o f mortgage bonds was con
tinued in the year 1930, too. The Budapest institutes 
issued new mortgage bonds at the face value o f 67 
millions o f pengos, while the emissions o f the for
mer years were as follows: 76 millions o f pengos 
in 1926, 125 millions in 1927, 87 millions in 
1928 and 83 millions in 1929.

The present stock o f mortgage bonds out
standing is 438 millions o f pengos, which is only 
little more than one tenth o f the 4 milliards of 
pengos outstanding at the close o f 1913.

It must, however, not be lost sight o f that the 
mortgage bonds in circulation in 1913 to the 
amount o f nearly 4 milliards o f pengos were based 
on real property situated all over the territory of 
Old Hungary, for it was then, as it is to-day, mostly 
the Budapest institutes which cultivated that branch 
of the banking business. Moreover, to-day both 
land and house properties are incumbered with 
larger amounts o f short-term loans in proportion 
than they were in 1913.

The provincial institutes issued no new mort
gage bonds in 1930, either.

Stocks and Bonds.

The amount o f securities held by the financial 
institutes underwent little change in 1930. There 
was a decrease o f 1.3 millions o f pengos in Buda
pest and one o f 0.9 million in the provinces in the 
value o f the securities. Since 1925 the stock grew 
from 105 millions o f pengos to 121 millions.

In 1913 the corresponding figure was 928 
millions o f pengos, o f which the amount at the 
close o f 1930 made up only 13°/o.

Bills D iscounted and D ebtors  
on Current A ccounts.

The stock o f bills discounted o f both the Bu
dapest and the provincial institutes grew from 
1.836 millions o f pengos on December 31, 1929, 
by 174 millions to 2.010 millions on December 
31, 1930. The increase o f the sum owed by debtors 
on current accounts amounted to 99 millions o f 
pengos.

The rise in the stock o f bills discounted was 
proportionately the same in Budapest as in the 
provinces.

O f the rise o f 99 millions o f the loans on 
current accounts 92 millions o f pengos fell to the 
share o f the Budapest and 7 millions to that o f the 
provincial institutes.

The largest increase in the stock o f bills 
discounted was in the year 1927, when it reached 
452 millions o f pengos, while in 1926 the increase 
amounted to 269 millions, in 1928 to 334 millions 
and in 1929 to 130 millions.

The loans on current accounts also showed 
the largest increase, 316 millions of pengos, in 
1927, as against 131 millions in 1926, 130 mil
lions in 1928 and 4 millions in 1929.
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In 1913 the stock of bills discounted amounted 
to 2.390 millions o f pengos as against 2.010 
millions, or 84°/o, at the close o f 1930.

In regard to loans on current accounts the 
corresponding figures were 2.434 millions of 
pengos in 1913 and 1.409 millions (58n/0) in 1930.

M ortga ge Loans.

The amount of hypothecary loans diminished 
by 6.6 millions of pengos in 1930, o f which sum
3.9 millions fell to the share o f the Budapest and 
2.7 millions to that o f the provincial institutes. 
The cause o f this apparent falling-off lies in the 
Cooperative Society established for the financial 
liquidation o f Land Reform having started its 
activity in 1930, in the course o f which it redeemed 
the loans made by several o f the member insti
tutes; since, however, the said Society is not a 
member of the Central Corporation o f Banking 
Companies, its assets and liabilities are not in
cluded in the combined balance-sheet.

The development o f this branch o f the bank 
business (which ceased altogether for some years 
after the war) began again in 1925 when the whole 
stock o f mortgage loans amounted to 5.9 millions 
o f pengos; by the end o f 1930 the stock rose to
656.8 millions.

At the close of the last peace-year, 1913, the 
mortgage loans of the institutes located on the 
present territory o f Hungary reached the sum of 
4.666 millions o f pengos. Here, however, the same 
fact must be taken into consideration, to which we 
referred at the item „Own Issues o f Mortgage 
Bonds” , viz. that the above sum was secured by 
land and house property situated over the whole 
extent o f Old Hungary.

R eal Estate.

The aggregate value o f real estate owned by 
the financial institutes was 114 millions o f pengos 
on December 31, 1930, o f which amount 77 
millions belonged to the Budapest and 37 millions 
to the provincial institutes. This item has under
gone only slight changes since December 31, 1925. 
At the close o f 1913 the financial institutes owned 
real estate valued at 202 millions o f pengos, of 
which amount the present stock makes up 56.4°/o.

N et P rofit.

The net profit o f the financial institutes has 
been growing from 1925 to 1929 in proportion to 
the increase o f the assets handled by them. At the 
end of 1930, however, the aggregate net profit 
showed a decrease o f 4.3 millions o f pengos as 
compared with 1929, o f which amount 3.5 millions 
was borne by the Budapest and 0.8 million by the 
provincial institutes.

The decrease o f the net profit may be ascribed 
partly to the narrowing o f the interest margin and 
partly to the charging-off o f dubious items in 
order to maintain the reality o f the balance-sheets.

The aggregate net profit o f 59.1 millions o f 
pengos in 1930 represents a return o f 9.7°/o on the 
own capital (capital stock and reserves or sur
plus.) The return was slightly higher in the pro
vinces than in Budapest.

In 1913 the institutes in question obtained 
a combined net profit of 159.4 millions o f pengos, 
representing a return o f 9.1°/0 on the own capital.

A C T I V I T Y  O F  T H E  N A T IO N A L  B A N K  O F  H U N G A R Y  IN  T H E  Y E A R  1 9 3 0 .

I. The metal, foreign currencies and ex
changes stock o f the Bank followed, with slight 
oscillations, a decreasing tendency during the first 
four months o f the past year and reached its 
lowest point in 1930 on April 23 with 180.5 
millions of pengos. After that date, owing to the 
more lively influx o f foreign capital, the metal, 
foreign currencies and exchanges stock began to 
rise again up to the end of the summer, reaching 
its highest point in 1930 at the close o f July with
217.9 millions of pengos. Commencing with

September, when on the money markets o f Central 
Europe mainly as the consequence of certain 
political events a tension set in, the withdrawal of 
foreign capital and the conversion o f deposits into 
foreign currency was to some extent noticeable, 
and the Bank’s stock of metal, foreign currencies 
and exchanges diminished to 182.5 millions of 
pengos. Towards the end o f the year the Bank 
took over foreign exchanges out o f the three 
million pound transitory loan contracted by the 
Treasury abroad, whereby its metal, foreign cur
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rency and exchanges stock rose to 206.4 millions 
o f pengos by December 31, being then only 3.3 
millions less than at the end of the preceding year.

In regard to the development o f the metal, 
foreign currencies and exchanges stock during the 
past year it is worthy o f special note that this 
development was more even than in previous years, 
the difference between the highest and the lowest 
stock having been 37.4 millions, whereas in the 
preceding four years that difference has varied 
between 61 and 74 millions. In addition to the 
essential improvement of our foreign trade balance, 
this may be ascribed to the fact that ample short
term foreign loans were always at our disposal, 
which facilitated the more even settlement of our 
foreign payments, whereas in former years such 
settlements were effected mostly by long-term loan 
transactions.

Within the metal, foreign currencies and ex
changes stock the stock o f gold remained, after 
very slight oscillations, the same.

The changes in the metal, foreign currencies 
and exchanges stock of the Bank are shown in the 
following table:
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Dec. 31, 1929 162.7 39.1 7.9 209.7
Jan. 31,1930 162.7 18.3 9.9 190.9
Febr. 28,1930 162.6 25.4 10.3 198.3
March 31,1930 162.6 7.6 10.6 180.8
April 30 ,1930 162.6 10.2 10.3 183.1
May 31,1930 162.6 18.8 9.9 191.3
June 30, 1930 162.6 32.1 11.1 205.8
July 31,1930 162.6 43.1 12.2 217.9
Aug. 31,1930 162.6 41.7 12.2 216.5
Sept. 30,1930 162.6 24.8 10.9 198.3
Oct. 31,1930 162.7 14.2 8.4 185.3
Nov. 30, 1930 162.7 26.9 10.0 199.6
Dec. 31,1930 162.7 33.6 10.1 206,4

Owing to the considerable falling-off o f the 
note circulation as compared with the preceding 
year, the statutory cover moved on a higher level 
throughout the past year than in 1929, and was 
43.8°/o on December 31, 1930, as against 41°/o a 
year before.

II. The debt due by the State to the Bank 
diminished in 1930 by 23.2 millions to 64.3 
millions of pengos, mostly on account of the gain

resulting from the coinage of five- and two-pengo 
pieces having been used, as provided by law, to 
reduce the State’s indebtedness.

III. The demands for credit made on the Bank 
were considerably less in 1930 than in the pre
ceding year. This was a natural consequence o f the 
general economic depression with its lessened need 
for money, but it was also due to the credits on the 
accounts o f the State with the Bank having been 
greatly diminished during the past year, with the 
result, as pointed out in our former reports, that 
a considerable quantity o f bank-notes was put into 
circulation not by making use o f the discounting 
facilities o f the Bank, but by withdrawals from 
the State’s accounts. The stock o f bills discounted 
diminished from 329.5 millions o f pengos on 
January 1 to 163.2 millions on September 23, 
then —  owing partly to the seasonal demands for 
credit and partly to the tension on the money 
markets o f Central Europe referred to above —  
increased materially in October, reaching its highest 
point in the year on October 31 with 298.8 
millions o f pengos, and stood at 297.7 millions 
at the close o f the year, or 31.8 millions below 
the stock of a year ago.

The easement which took place on the inter
national money markets in the first half o f the 
past year enabled the Bank to reduce its rate of 
discount in the period from the first o f the year 
to the end o f May four times by 1/2°/o, altogether 
by 2°lo, to 51/2°/o, which rate has been in force since 
the end of May without change.

IV. The actual note circulation decreased all 
through the past year as compared with the pre
vious year, the decline being particularly heavy 
in the second half o f the year. Beginning at the 
end of June the five-pengo bank-notes were 
gradually withdrawn from circulation, and their 
place was taken, at least to a large extent, by five- 
and two-pengo silver coins. If the amount o f the 
subsidiary coins be included, the actual circulation 
shows much less o f a falling-off, as the actual 
note circulation decreased in 1930 by 31.5 millions 
of pengos to 469.1 millions, whereas the aggregate 
amount of the note and subsidiary coin circulation 
decreased only by 8.5 millions.

The amount o f the liabilities payable on 
demand diminished by 31.5 millions of pengos to
66.8 millions during the past year, which was due 
to the reduction o f the State’s indebtedness.

V. The 7th regular annual meeting o f the 
stockholders o f the National Bank of Hungary, held
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in Budapest on February 3, 1931, decided that out 
o f the net profit at the close of 1930 amounting 
to 8,285.355.58 pengos (including 693.353.29 
pengos brought over from 1929), after applying 
5°/o of it, or 414.267.78 pengos, as provided by 
the Statutes, to the Reserve Fund, a dividend of 
12 gold crowns, equal to 13.90 pengos (12°io) per

A G R IC U L T U R E .

Leaving out o f account the temporary impro
vement brought about by the introduction o f the 
grain premium ticket system, the condition of 
Hungarian agriculture —  both as to production 
and marketing —  had been weakening during the 
past year. The index-figure o f purchasing capacity 
calculated on the basis o f the selling prices of 
farm products, which stood at 80.8 at the be
ginning o f 1930, sank to 65.5 by the end o f the 
year, and went up in the meantime only in Sept
ember to 72.6, when the grain premiums referred 
to above made their effect felt. It must, however, 
not be lost sight o f that the wholesale trade index 
also declined in the same period, which served to 
counteract the decline o f the purchasing capacity 
to a certain extent.

The index o f the so-called agrarian shears 
was 27°/o at the end of 1930, as compared with 
the average prices of 1909— 1913. I f  we take, 
however, the average prices o f 1925— 1927 as the 
basis o f comparison, the disparity to the detriment 
of agriculture was only 15°/o.

The railway traffic in farm products, which 
also reflects the general agricultural situation, 
showed a decrease in the quantity o f cereals, pulse 
and potatoes carried and an increase in the trans
portation o f fruit and animals. It seems that our 
agriculturists tried to protect themselves against 
the consequences o f falling produce prices by 
feeding their cheap produce to their animals and 
taking advantage o f the chances which the raising 
of animals has opened.

The statistics pertaining to the incumbrances 
on land throw also light on the situation of agri
culture. The latest data collected and compiled by 
the Central Corporation of Banking Companies in
clude the figures as of December 31, 1930, too. 
It appears from the said data that the pace of 
incurring debts on landed property has perceptibly 
slowed down after the middle o f 1929. On

share, aggregating 4,170.731.40, shall be paid to 
the stockholders. The dividend for the preceding 
year was 13°/o.

The participation o f the State in the net 
profit, as prescribed by the Statutes amounts to 
3.475.609.50 pengos, which was employed to 
reduce the debt o f the State due to the Bank.

December 31, 1930, landed property to the extent 
of 16.1 millions o f cadastral acres —  o f which 
area 15.1 millions o f cadastral acres were under 
cultivation, 9.7 millions o f it being plonghland —  
was incumbered with mortgages aggregating 1.700 
millions of pengos. The incumbrance per acre was, 
thus, 105.60 pengos, as against 88 pengos at the 
end o f 1929. I f we consider only the liens upon 
plonghland, it appears that the same have decreas
ed last year from 176 pengos to 175.30 pengos per 
acre. In general it may be stated that the com
paratively smaller growth of the incumbrances has 
caused very little modification in the situation 
since the previous year as regards the weight of 
the debts resting on the owners o f land.

It may also be stated that it is not so much 
the principal o f the mortgages as rather the 
interest charges, which worries our agriculturists, 
for only the smaller part of the mortgages serves 
as security for long-term loans contracted at toler
able rates o f interest, while the larger part is for 
short-term loans, the interest charges o f which are 
so high as to be out o f proportion to the yield o f the 
land. The difficulties arising from this state of 
affairs will be tried to be overcome by legislative 
action through an interesting process o f adjust
ment. The underlying idea of the proposed adjust
ment o f charges upon landed property is that the 
friendly co-operation o f the Government and all 
other interested parties, particularly o f all the 
creditor, financial institutes, will enable the land- 
owners to lessen the burden, which is beyond their 
carrying-power, by private compositions. The 
guidance o f the process o f adjustment will be in 
the hands o f a National Committee to be organised 
from among economic experts. If a landowner, 
finding that his obligations exceed his ability, 
applies for an adjustment under the proposed law, 
the said Committee will determine whether there 
is any possibility for the settlement o f the debts
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or not, and i f  the Committee find that the pre
requisites are present, it will also fix the limit of 
the applicant’s carrying-power. The Committee will 
then lead the negotiations for compounding through 
its organs, particularly through some financial 
institute. Should no composition be arrived at, the 
creditors will be at liberty to make use o f all their 
legal rights including the right o f forcible sale. 
Should the negotations, however, be successful, the 
claims o f the creditors would be satisfied by a 
book-credit, eventually by bonds, guaranteed by 
the Government. In either case the claims would 
bear interest at the rate o f 6.5°/o per annum and be 
amortised within thirty years.

The adjustment would, thus, mean that the 
landowner will be freed from many debts of 
smaller size, on which he had to pay very high 
interest, which are due now or will be due soon 
and which are successive liens upon his property 
following the first mortgage or main debt, so that 
he will have only one or two creditors and may 
amortise his debts in thirty years at a rate of 
interest, which may be considered favourable under 
the present circumstances. In some cases the 
principal o f the debt may be reduced, too, when 
creditors who could not hope to receive anything 
out o f the proceeds o f a forced sale o f the pro
perty and its equipment might be willing to make 
allowances in order to get a book-credit or bonds, 
which are absolutely good, being guaranteed by the

F O R E IG N  T R A D E .

Hungary’s foreign trade, which had closed 
with an adverse balance for years, showed a 
balance o f 77.5 millions o f pengos in her favour 
in the year 1930. This is all the more remarkable 
as the adverse balance began to grow in 1927 and 
reached its highest amount with 385.4 millions of 
pengos in 1928. After that an improvement set in, 
and by the end of 1929 the deficiency was reduced 
to 25.2 millions.

It should not be lost sight of, however, that 
the volume of our foreign trade has greatly fallen 
o ff, the total trade having amounted to 1.743.3 
millions o f pengos as against 2.102.2 millions in 
1929. This, o f course, reduces the value of the 
favourable trade balance, as in the long run the 
same was the result o f the decline o f the imports 
having exceeded the decline of the exports, which

Government. The booking o f the credits and the 
emission o f the bonds, respectively, would be 
centralised with the Hungarian Financial S yn 
dicate, a wellknown financial institute charged 
also with other functions o f a public character, to 
which would be transferred all the mortgages which 
had served as securities for the debts settled by the 
compositions. These mortgages would then serve as 
special cover for the book-credits or bonds given 
the creditors by the Hungarian Financial Syndi
cate.

The scheme is calculated also to further the 
allotment o f large estates and to exert a favourable 
influence on the development o f land prices.

The most immediate influence on the situation 
o f agriculture is to be expected, o f  course, from 
the new crops. According to the latest official crop 
report the autumn crops have entered the winter 
in good condition, and the weather was propitious 
for their further development. The frost caused 
damage only in a few places, in some parts o f  the 
Trans-Danubian District, however, the late snow
storms may have had a bad effect. Only the Trans- 
Danubian District and Upper Hungary had been 
covered by a heavy layer o f snow in the other 
parts o f the country the amount o f snow was com
paratively little. The stock o f fodder is rather 
smal but with proper husbanding is expected to 
suffice until the new harvest.

again was in causal connection with the reduced 
purchasing abilitiy o f the populace. The effect of 
the crumbling-away o f prices was also felt in the 
decline o f the imports.

It is worthy of note that our inland industries 
—  though they were hindered in their develop
ment by the reduction o f consumption —  were able 
to satisfy the domestic demand to a larger extent 
than before and gained ground on the home market 
against the importation of manufactured articles.

The decline o f the value of our exports was 
due largely to the great drop in the prices of 
agrarian products. This is confirmed by the fact 
that, compared with the figures of 1928, the ag
rarian exports have developed in 1930.

From an examination o f the foreign trade 
returns by months it appears that in none of them
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did the imports reach the level of the preceding 
year. On the other hand, the exports surpassed last 
year’s figures in the first few months o f the year. 
The situation changed only in the second half of 
the year, and it was particularly in the last quarter 
that the decline became conspicuous.

In eight o f the twelwe months the balance of 
trade was in our favour, the most favourable 
having been the result in November when the ex
cess o f the exports reached the sum of 21.8 millions 
o f pengos. In November o f the preceding year, 
however, the excess amounted to 40.4 millions, 
which shows that the decline was considerable in 
that month, too. O f the passive months July was the 
most unfavourable, the deficiency having amount
ed to 10.2 millions o f pengos in that month. This 
may be ascribed to the temporary stoppage o f the 
sales o f grain caused by the somewhat belated in
troduction o f the grain premium ticket system.

The distribution o f our foreign t rade by 
categories o f goods shows that in the imports the 
ratio o f raw materials increased by about 2°/o at 
the expense of the ratio o f finished manufactures. 
This proves, what we have mentioned above, that 
our inland production has been gaining ground in 
supplying the inland demand. In the exports there 
was no noteworthy change in this regard.

As to the distribution o f our external trade 
by goods or groups o f goods, the following are the 
most important facts:

On the import side the leading item was wood 
which made up 11.2°/o o f the total value o f the 
imports, though it fell 39 millions o f pengos below 
the preceding year’s value. The reduction o f the 
imports, though it fell 39 millions o f pengos below 
nation o f building operations. The value o f the 
coal imports drapped 23 millions o f pengos, 
and the decline o f the imports o f coal and 
coke by one third reflects the reduced activity 
o f our industries, particularly o f our iron in
dustry. In regard to textile goods, the imports 
o f cotton and woollen cloth decreased by 17 
millions o f pengos, those o f cotton yarn by 9 
millions and those o f worsted by 5 millions. On 
the other hand, the quantity o f raw cotton imported 
increased, which goes to show that in supplying 
the necessary cotton yarn we are less dependent on 
importation than formerly. The data referring to 
the imports o f wool and raw jute show little change. 
Our imports o f machinery and apparatus declined 
in round figures by 10 millions o f pengos, mostly 
on account o f having imported much fewer agri

cultural and textile machines. This is to be as
cribed, on the one hand, to the difficult situation 
of agriculture and on the other, to the fact that 
general conditions were not favourable for found
ing new establishment or extending old ones in the 
textile industry. There was a noteworthy decline 
in the imports of electric machinery and applian
ces, o f electric motors, transformators and radio 
articles. Still more conspicuous is the decrease in 
the importation o f automobiles, which amounted 
to over 7 millions o f pengos. The imports o f bi
cycles likewise diminished, which was due, howe
ver, mainly to the increased ability o f our manu
facturers to supply a large part of the home 
demand. The imports o f hardware fell o ff  5 mil
lions, those o f crude metals 8 millions o f pengos. 
The imports o f mineral oil, however, increased. 
It is interesting to observe that, though the quan
tity o f hides and skins imported grew considerably, 
the increase o f their value amounted only to 3 
millions o f pengos, since the prices o f hides and 
skins had gone down materially on the world 
markets.

On the export side first place was taken by 
the exports o f animals. Including poultry, our ex
ports o f animals made up 26°lo o f the total value 
o f the exports, as against 18.5°/o in 1929. It was 
the exports o f horned cattle, sheep and poultry, 
w'hich developed conspicuously. The increase in 
quantity is not well reflected in the value received, 
as the general depression made only low prices 
obtainable. In our exports of animals only the ex
ports o f pigs showed a falling-off. As to the other 
principal items, the exports o f wheat declined 
from 4.9 millions o f quintals to 3.5 millions, while 
the decrease in their value amounted to 53 millions 
o f pengos. The catastrophal drop in the price is 
even more conspicuous in the exports of rye, which 
—  though only 133.000 quintals less than in the 
previous year —  were 10 millions o f pengos less 
in value. Our exports o f flour decreased 314.000 
quintals in quantity and 23 millions o f pengos in 
value. It was, no doubt, due to the official certi
fication o f lard and butter that exports o f these 
two articles increased. Our exports o f butter trebled 
in quantity. The exports o f eggs grew from 72.000 
quintals to 132.000 quintals, yet the unfavourable 
price development permitted an increase in value 
o f 3 millions o f pengos only.

The distribution o f our foreign trade accord
ing to countries shows that we succeeded in gaining 
ground, even if only in a modest way, on new
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markets, particularly on rather distant and exotic 
markets. But in those relations, in which the larger 
part o f our foreign trade in being done, an im
provement was likewise noticeable. If we examine 
the balance o f trade with the seventeen countries 
which are the most important to us in this regard, 
with eight o f them the balance will be found to 
have been in our favour. The active balance was 
the largest —  158.8 millions o f pengos —  in our 
trade with Austria, though this amount is 17 mil
lions less than was the balance o f a year ago. In 
our relations with Czecho-Slovakia the balance was 
again passive, but 33 millions o f pengos below 
that o f the previous year. Our trade with Rumania 
showed no important divergence. All the more 
striking is the change in the Italian relation where 
the balance in our favour jumped from 24.6 mil

C O M M E R C IA L  R E L A T IO N S .

The most important events o f the year 1930 
affecting Hungary’s commercial relations to other 
countries may be summed up in the following:

Our commercial treaty with Egypt went into 
effect on June 12, the new treaty with France on 
July 8, the Hungarian-Portuguese treaty on August 
9, our new agreement with Rumania on the most
favoured-nation principle on September 1, the new 
treaty with Turkey on October 12 and the supple
mentary conventions with Poland and Danzig on 
January 10, 1931. Of the existing treaties- the 
tariff agreement with Czecho-Slovakia was termin
ated with the result that we are in an extra- 
contractual state with Czecho-Slovakia since Dec
ember 15. In addition to Czecho-Slovakia, Soviet 
Russia is the only country in Europe, with which 
our commercial relation are not regulated by 
treaty.

The tariff conflict between Hungary and 
Czecho-Slovakia did not fail to affect the external 
trade o f both countries. On the termination of the 
treaty Czecho-Slovakia put at once the so-called 
maximum tariff rates on grain, flour, animals and 
lard from Hungary into force, which made it 
practically impossible to export agrarian products 
from Hungary into Czecho-Slovakia, not to mention 
the effect o f the law prescribing the mixing o f im
ported grain and flour with home products and of 
the embargo placed on the importation o f various 
goods, which impede our export to Czecho-Slovakia

lions o f pengos to 75.7 millions. Our balance of 
trade with Great Britain also grew from 7.1 mil
lions o f pengos to 24.1 millions io our favour. As 
regards Switzerland the excess o f our exports to 
that country increased by 5 millions o f pengos to 
18.2 millions. In the German relation we were 
able to reduce the adverse balance only by 10 mil
lions o f pengos, which is another proof of the ne
cessity o f regulating our commercial relations with 
Germany anew, since with the arrangements now 
in force our most important articles o f export —  
live animals and animal products —  cannot enter 
German territory. The results o f our export trade 
on the more distant or exotic markets are worthy 
of attention; taken singly they are comparatively 
small items, but collectively they make up a con
siderable balance in our favour.

just as much as does the lack o f a veterinary 
agreement. All that Hungary did as a response to 
such measures was to avail herself o f the right to 
make the importation o f goods originating in a 
country, with which we have no commercial treaty, 
dependent on special permits. In connection there
with the Hungarian Government also demanded 
the certification o f the origin o f a few kind 
o f goods.

From the point o f view o f commercial policy 
some importance is attached to the modification ol 
certain tariff rates put into force towards the end 
of last year. Accordingly, a duty of 3 gold crowns 
per 100 kilogram was put on milk (item 17 of 
the customs tariff) which was hitherto on the free 
list, the duty o f 25 gold crowns on hops and hop- 
flour (item 121) was raised to 200 gold crowns, 
and a duty of 0.50 gold crowns was placed on fire 
wood, chopped, sawn and tied log, billet and brush
wood, shavings and empty pine-cones (item 193), 
hitherto exempt from duty.

The most important events towards the close 
o f the year, in regard to our commercial policy, 
were no doubt the preparations made for the 
negotiations to revise our treaties with Austria and 
Germany. As far as may be seen now, the revised 
treaty with Austria will include the application o f 
new methods, viz. the more thorough organisation 
o f the imports and exports o f certain goods, the 
granting o f export credits and such arrangements
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as do not affect the most-favoured-nation principle. 
Some system of two-sided contingentation may also 
be applied, within which a mutual restitution o f 
duties would take place.

The beginning of new negotiations with Ger
many is also impending with the view of augment

M A N U F A C T U R IN G  IN D U S T R Y .

In the year 1930 several factors combined in 
exerting an ifluence unfavourable to industrial 
production. The most important o f these factors 
was the continued and growing crisis of our agri
culture. Hungary being an overwhelmingly agri
cultural country, her industries were built up 
partly for supplying the industrial articles needed 
by agriculture. Since the calamitous drop in the 
prices of agrarian products and the difficulties of 
marketing considerably weakened the purchasing 
capacity of the farming population, the selling 
possibilities of industrial articles on the home 
market likewise underwent a contraction. This had 
an unfavourable effect on the export business, too, 
for it is evident that at present, when the expor
tation of manufactures can be done only at greatly 
depressed prices, the success o f the same depends 
largely on how much support the industries get 
from the home market.

Another important factor adversely affecting 
industrial production was the insolvency crisis. 
The same spread particularly in the ranks of 
commerce and caused losses to our manufacturers 
in the first place in their capacity as creditors. It 
cannot he denied, however, that the insolvency 
crisis put up its head in the manufacturing industry 
itself, as several insolvencies occurred last year 
among manufacturing concerns, too.

The investments, or public works, made by 
the Government and other public authorities did 
not suffice to counterbalance the adverse in
fluences. This was due mainly to the budgetary 
surpluses of former years having been used up for 
investment purposes in the meantime and to the 
wellknown situation o f the international money 
market, which was not propitious for floating an 
investment loan of the required size. This should 
not be taken, however, to mean that the investment 
work o f the Government and municipalities had 
come to a stop, for —  to cite only one example —  
the Royal Hungarian State Railways have placed

ing the present treaty based on the most-favoured
nation principle by some agreement which will 
open the way for placing a part o f our surplus of 
live animals and animal products on the German 
market.

considerable orders for investment purposes. More
over, if  we take the aggregate value o f the orders 
placed by public authorities, it appears that in 
1930 the same exceeded the corresponding figures 
o f the preceding two years. The index o f such 
orders was, namely, 111.6 in 1930, whereas in the 
preceding year it stood at 85.4. The said orders 
were also more evenly distributed in 1930 than in 
former years. On the other hand ,in former years 
the orders placed by public authorities did not 
assume the same importance as in 1930, when they 
should have fully offset the decline in the orders 
from private concerns or individuals.

The data calculated to shed the most light on 
the situation of our manufacturing industry during 
the past year may be summed up in the following:

Unemployment on the industrial labour 
market has increased as compared with the pre
vious year. Leaving the seasonal changes out of 
account, the number of the unemployed registered 
by the trade-unions was 19.995 at the end of 
January and 25.037 at the end of December, as 
against about 17.000 and 19,851, respectively, in 
1929. Examining the fluctuations in the past year, 
it appears that unemployment reached the highest 
figure, 28.673, in October, after which it began 
to recede again.

The output o f coal was only 69.8 millions of 
quintals as against 78.7 millions in 1929, and the 
consumption o f coal went down to 72.5 millions 
o f quintals from 87.7 millions consumed in 1929. 
The quantity o f coal and coke used by our manu
facturing industry dropped to 36.7 millions of 
quintals from 43.8 millions used in the preceding 
year, and the index-figure illustrating the yearly 
consumption o f coal and coke by our industries —  
taking the monthly average o f the year 1927 to be 
100 —  sank to 92.1 from 110 in 1929.

In regard to the quantity of electric power 
used for motoric purposes, the index-figure 
illustrating the same free from seasonal influences
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stood at 96.4 in January and at 125.5 in December. 
The average index for the year rose from 125.1 
in 1929 to 128.7 in 1930.

The imports o f the most important six metals
—  copper, zinc, lead, tin, aluminium and nickel
—  amounted to 174.243 quintals as against 
206.299 quintals in 1929. The decline is, thus, 
quite considerable. But separating the imports by 
quarters —  which, in the absence o f home pro
duction, shows approximately the home con
sumption, too —  it will be seen that the decline 
took place in the first half o f the year, for the 
imports o f the third quarter amounted to 45.628 
quintals and those o f the fourth quarter to 47.445 
quintals, as against 45.546 and 41.331, respect
ively, in 1929.

The foregoing give ground to the conclusion 
that the data referring to unemployment, the con
sumption o f coal and electric energy and the im
ports o f crude metals indicate the stagnation of 
industrial activity rather than the further deepen
ing o f the depression. This shows considerable 
power o f resistance on the part o f our manufac
turing industry as well as ability to adapt itself to 
changed conditions. No particular importance 
should, therefore, he attached to the fact that of 
the 2.601 cases o f insolvencies 42 were insolvencies 
o f manufacturing concerns, there having been 15 
textile plants and 14 flour-mills among them. The 
insolvent concerns were —  with the exception of 
two larger plants —  of the medium-sized class. 
One o f the two larger concerns was a chemical 
(soap) factory and the other a machine factory.

As to the victualling industries, the trend of 
business o f the sugar factories and breweries was 
decidedly unfavourable. In the sugar business it 
was particularly the difficulties of the export which 
exerted an adverse influence, while the breweries 
suffered mainly from the continuous decline of 
inland consumption. In the new campaign be
ginning with September 1, up to January 31, 1931, 
the sugar plants produced 2,104.118 (in the pre
ceding campaign 2,218.464) quintals of beet- 
sugar, and the breweries brewed 94.483 (in the 
preceding campaign 187,849) hectoliters o f beer. 
In regard to organising the coming campaign of 
production negotations between the factories and 
the beet-growers have already commenced, with the 
view o f fixing the area to be sown with beets and 
the price to he paid by the factories. The factories 
urge the reduction o f the area to an extent justified

by the contingent allowed them by the Brussels 
Conference.

The business o f our flour-mills was not satis
factory, either. For a time they could raise the de
gree o f utilising their capacities, hut towards the 
end of the year —  particularly since the Czecho
slovak market was closed to the products o f Hun
garian flourmills —  they had to reduce their 
operations again.

The salami or Bologna sausage factories were 
well provided with work. The meat industries as a 
rule obtained satisfactory results, which is re
flected also by growing exports o f lard and 
English style bacon, the production o f the latter 
article having been introduced only recently. The 
canning plants were able to utilise their productive 
capacity only to a small extent, but the concentra
tion, which has taken place in this branch of in
dustry lately, undoubtedly had a beneficial effect 
on its situation. They expect an improvement o f 
their condition from an arrangement with the sugar 
factories, by which the fruit-canning plants may 
get sugar at a price, at which they can increase 
their output on a profitable basis. The cracker and 
biscuit industry’s business was satisfactory.

The situation o f the building trades was un
favourable throughout the whole year. The rail
way traffic in roofing tiles and slates declined 
22.9°/o, that o f gravel, stone, sand and dirt went 
back l°/0 and that o f timber 22.1°/o, as compared 
with 1929. The quantity o f coal used by the cement, 
lime and brick factories was about 23°/o less than 
in the previous year. The index-figure o f the sales 
o f cement, which —  on the basis o f the data for 
1927 —  stood at 96.6 in 1929, sank to 86.7 in 
1930; the index-figure o f the sales o f lime declined 
from 85.3 to 61.8, that o f iron girders from 84.6 
to 60.4 and that of plate-glass from 122.2 to 84.6.

The relatively satisfactory condition o f the 
textile industry may be judged by the fact that it 
had to reduce its consumption o f coal only by 
7.5°/o, and the number of hands employed ex
ceeded that o f the previous year in the first nine 
months, only in the last quarter o f the year was 
there a reduction o f 4.5°/o. In the wool industry 
the manufacture of worsted decreased by 18.9°/o 
and that o f cloth by 14°/o. The contraction o f the 
activity of the wool industry seems to be, to a 
certain extent, in connection with the great de
velopment o f the trade in silk and artificial silk 
goods and with the change which is taking place 
in the style of dressing. In the cotton industry the

54



production of yam moved at about the same level 
as the year before, and that o f finished goods did 
not change much, either. It is worthy o f special 
attention that inland production seems to be able 
to supply the inland demand to an ever increasing 
degree. The quantity o f silk thread produced is 
not large, but it is steadily growing. Since the im
ports o f silk thread have also grown, it is evident 
that the silk industry’s situation has improved, and 
the increase o f its output may be figured at 34°/o 
since 1927. The manufacture o f artificial silk

C O M M E R C E .

Commerce, standing half-way between the 
producer and the consumer, feels the changes in 
the trend o f business first and best. The price re
ductions, which have taken place mostly in the 
wholesale trade and affected retail prices only in 
a smaller degree, could not act enlivening on 
business, as the contraction of the income ol 
various groups o f the social categories and con
tinued unemployment counteracted any such effect. 
An examination of the foreign trade balance re
veals the reduction o f our foreign trade both ways. 
The decrease in the value o f the imports was 22'7o 
and of the exports 12°/o, as compared with the pre
ceding year. Though the adverse balance o f 22 
millions of pengds o f a year ago was changed into 
a balance of 80 millions in our favour, there can 
be no doubt about the great contraction o f business 
being a factor detrimental to commerce. The 
traffic of the registration warehouses reflects the 
same situation, their records showing a continuous 
crumbling-away o f the transit-business.

The drop in the turnover tax receipts likewise 
proves the decline o f business. For instance, the 
turnover tax receipts in Budapest in the third 
quarter of 1930 amounted to 11.8 millions of 
pengds as against 13.3 millions in the same 
quarter o f 1929. The fall was, thus, 11.3°io. In the 
provinces the turnover tax receipts during the 
same period amounted to 12.1 millions of pengds 
as against 23.4 millions a year before, which 
means a drop o f 47.1°/o. In fact, the turnover tax 
receipts were throughout the past year below the 
figures of the previous year; in the fourth quarter 
the Budapest receipts fell ll.l°/o  below the figures 
for the same quarter o f 1929. The consumption of 
sugar diminished by 5.5°/o, the sales o f beer 
declined about 24°/o. Expert calculations estimate

moved around the same figure as in the previous 
year, and the establishment o f a new factory is 
planned.

To recapitulate, the data at our disposal show 
that the decline in the activity of our manufactur
ing industries took place mainly in the first half 
o f the year, while the second half was rather a 
period o f maintaining its business on the same 
level. The stocks having been used up, it may be 
expected that the new year will witness an increase 
of production.

the contraction o f our retail trade during the past 
year at from 20 to 25°/0.

To add to the unfavourable trend o f business, 
.public charges are high and’ in some particulars, 
have even grown lately. According to calculations 
made by the Creditors’ National Protective Asso
ciation, the fixed charges of commerce make up 
66.6°/o of the total expenses and 13.7°/o of the 
yearly turnover.

It is interesting to observe how the continuous 
conti'action o f business raised the relative pro
portion of rent to the total turnover. The invest
igations made by the Creditor’s National Protective 
Association in the case o f 73 insolvent retail firms 
of Budapest revealed that the rent amounted in 
1928 to 5.6°/0, in 1929 to 7.4°/o and in 1930 to 
11.1 o f the turnover.

The number o f insolvencies, nothwithstanding 
transitory fluctuations, diminished during the first 
nine months o f the year, only to start growing 
again in the last quarter. As a final result, the 
number both o f compulsory compositions and of 
bankruptcies increased during the year, the former 
from 1815 to 2125 and the latter from 435 to 476. 
Taking into account the 247 cases o f private com
position, the total number o f compulsory and 
private compositions was 2372, involving liabili
ties aggregating 120.1 millions o f pengds. The 
amount o f liabilities involved has, however, de
creased by 6.7 millions o f pengds, as the same 
was 126.8 millions in 1929. The extent o f the in
solvencies has, thus, been reduced.

Examining the geographical distribution of 
the insolvencies it appears that the cases o f in
solvencies increased in those districts, in which the 
condition o f agriculture had deteriorated relatively 
more than in other districts.
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The statistics o f protested bills show that, 
while the number o f protested bills and their ag
gregate amount was in the first half o f the year 
larger than in the same period o f the preceding 
year, the situation underwent a change in the 
second half of the year. In the first half-year the 
number o f protests exceeded that o f the previous 
year by 16°/0 and the aggregate sum represented 
by such bills increased by 4"lo. On the other hand,

the second half-year shows a reduction o f more 
than 25°/o in the number and one o f about 30°/o 
in the aggregate sum of the bills protested, as 
compared with the figures o f 1929.

Towards the close o f the year the tariff con
flict with Czecho-Slovakia and the system of special 
permits for the admission of certain goods put into 
effect as a consequence o f the same exerted a re
stricting influence on commercial activity.

R O Y A L  H U N G A R IA N  S T A T E  R A I L W A Y S .

The provisional returns o f the passenger and 
freight traffic for the third quarter o f the calendar 
year 1930 as published in our preceding Bulletin 
underwent certain readjustments, the final returns 
being as follow:

Number of passengers carried in

July ............................  6,845.080
August ......................... 7,484.434
September .................. 7,279.751

total . . . 21,609.265

Quantity of freight carried in

J u l y . 2,035.774 tons
August .............  2,368.178 „
September . . . .  2,622.701 ,,

total . . . 7,026.653 tons.

In the fourth quarter o f the calendar year 
1930, according to the provisional figures now 
available, the number o f passengers carried was in

O c to b e r ..............
November . . . . 
December . .

. . . 6,757.368 

. . . 6,937.784 

. . . 6,659.826
total . . . 20,354.978,

W'hile the freight carried was in

O ctober..............
November . . . 
December . . . .

3,082.126 tons 
2,698.917 „  
1,759.996 „

total . . 7,541.039 tons.

Comparing the data of the fourth quarter of 
1930 with those for the same quarter o f the 
preceding year it appears that there was a decline 
o f 11.4°/o in the passenger traffic and one of 
19.4°/o in the freight traffic, which may be as
cribed to the unfavourable economic conditions.

D E P O S IT S  IN  C U S T O D Y  O F  T H E  M E M B E R  IN S T IT U T E S  O F  T H E  C E N T R A L  C O R P O R A T IO N  
O F  B A N K IN G  C O M P A N IE S  A N D  O F  T H E  P O S T A L  S A V IN G S  B A N K  O N  D E C E M B E R  3 1 , 1 9 3 0 .

As may be seen from the statement published 
below, the deposits in custody o f the financial in
stitutes which are members o f the Central Cor
poration o f Banking Companies aggregated 1916.8 
millions o f pengos on December 31, 1930, of 
which sum 1018.9 millions of pengos were savings 
deposits and 897.9 millions were deposits on cur
rent accounts.

Of the 1018.9 millions o f pengos savings de
posits 641.3 millions were in custody o f the Buda
pest institutes and 377.6 millions in that o f the 
provincial institutes, while o f the deposits on 
current accounts 828.1 millions o f pengos were

administered by the Budapest and 69.8 millions by 
the provincial institutes.

Of the 1469.4 millions o f pengos on deposit 
with the Budapest institutes 130.6 millions came 
from their provincial branches, that amount being 
made up o f 99.4 millions o f pengos of savings 
deposits and 31.2 millions o f deposits on current 
accounts.

Comparing the totals o f deposits in the 
custody o f members o f the Central Corporation o f 
Banking Companies at the close o f last year with 
those of December 31, 1929, it appears that the 
savings deposits increased by 26.8 millions o f
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pengos, while the deposits on current accounts de
creased by 21.6 millions. The aggregate o f both 
kinds o f deposits increased from 1911.6 millions 
of pengos to 1916.8 millions.

The total o f the savings deposits in care o f 
the provincial institutes grew from quarter to 
quarter, the final increase for the year having been 
20.5 millions o f pengos. The savings deposits with 
the Budapest institutes grew by 30.1 millions of 
pengos in the first three quarters o f the year, but 
fell o ff in the last quarter by 23.8 millions, leaving 
as net increase for the year only 6.3 millions of 
pengos.

The deposits on current accounts diminished 
both in Budapest and in the provinces in the course 
o f last year. In Budapest the deposits on current

C O ST  O F  L IV IN G .

According to the wholesale trade index, the 
wholesale prices showed a declining tendency 
throughout the past year, there having been a tem
porary rise only in July when —  owing to the 
grain prices —  the wholesale trade index rose 5 
points from one month to the other. After that it 
continued on its downward course and reached its 
lowest point at the end o f December with 90.

Examinig the indices o f the various groups 
o f commodities separately it appears that the index 
o f agrarian products —  apart from the temporary 
rise in July —  reflected also the transitory effect 
of the grain premium tickets, the same having 
caused a rise o f 3 points in October as compared 
with the preceding month. Not counting these 
transitory rises the index o f agrarian products 
followed a declining tendency during last year. 
The same was the case in regard to the indices of 
colonial goods, o f the products o f the flour-mills 
and sugar-plants and of the other industrial pro
ducts. As to the divergence between the indices of

R E S U L T S  O F  T H E  C E N S U S  IN  H U N G A R Y .

The decennial census o f the population of 
Hungary was taken throughout the whole country 
on December 31, 1930.

The classification, tabulation and compilation 
o f the returns has, o f course, not been finished 
yet, but the main result of the enumeration is

accounts fell o ff from 844.7 millions o f pengos 
on December 31, 1929, by 16.6 millions to 828.1 
millions at the end o f 1930 and in the provinces 
from 74.8 millions o f pengos by 5 millions to
69.8 millions.

As to the deposits in custody o f the Royal 
Hungarian Postal Savings Bank, their aggregate 
amount diminished by 11.6 millions o f pengos 
during the past year. The total o f the savings de
posits increased by 17.2 millions o f pengos, but 
the deposits on cheque and clearing accounts fell 
o ff by 28.8 millions.

Taken as a whole, the deposits in all Hungary 
diminished in the course of the year 1930 from 
2131.4 millions o f pengos by 6.4 millions to 2125 
millions o f pengos.

industrial products and agrarian products as shown 
by the so-called agrarian shears, it may be stated 
that the same has also diminished. The said diver
gence to the detriment o f agriculture was 72.5 
points in January and gradually declined to 65.9 
by the end o f April. In July it increased tem- 
porararily up to 71, but after that it took a down
ward turn again and reached its lowest point by the 
end o f the year with 65.5.

The cost o f living index —  both inclusive 
and exclusive o f rent —  likewise declined in the 
course o f the past year, and it is noteworthy that 
during the last few months of the year the changes 
in the retail prices conformed perfectly to those 
in the wholesale prices. As a final result, the pro
portion o f the decline o f the cost o f living index 
exceeded half o f that o f the wholesale trade index, 
whereas in Austria, for instance, it did not reach 
one fourth even o f the decline o f the wholesale 
index.

known. Accordingly, the total population o f Hun
gary on December 31, 1930, was 8,683.740, of 
whom 4,245.561 were males and 4,438.179 were 
females.

The net increase since the end o f 1920 
amounted to 694.671 people.
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