
THE ROYAL HUNGARIAN TOBACCO MONOPOLY

Hungary produced tobacco before the peace- 
treaty on about 87.000 cadastral acres, and it en
joyed great popularity on all the markets o f the 
world. After the peace treaty o f Trianon the pro
ducing territory was reduced to about 26.000 
cadastral acres. The collection o f the tobacco was 
done by 36 tobacco collecting offices. Of these 
only 24 offices remained on present day Hun
garian territory after the peace treaty; of 22 pre
war tobacco factories we have now 11, ^nd o f 22 
distributing offices 8 remained in the possession 
o f this country. Under these preliminaries the 
Management o f the Hungarian tobacco monopoly 
began its work of re-organisation after the peace 
treaty.

The first step o f the management o f the Hun
garian tobacco monopoly was to restore the de
preciated tobacco produce. This was done in giving 
the producer a favourable loan which proved to be 
a successful procedure. While in 1925 the planting 
territory was only 29.000 cadastral acres in 1926 
it was nearly 42.000 cadastral acres and to-day 
it is 41.163 cadastral acres.

Further action was taken by the Hungarian 
tobacco monopoly to raise the standard o f the qua
lity o f the tobacco. This was arrived at by im
provement o f the seeds and its success is already 
showing.

The management had also difficulties as 
regards the manufacturing o f tobacco. Half o f the 
number o f factories, specially the cigarette fac

tories, being situated on foreign territory (accord
ing to the peace treaty o f Trianon) a new cigarette 
factory had to be built near Budapest in Kobanya 
in 1921. The tobacco factory at Pecs was re
constructed and newly equipped in 1923, and in 
1926 the tobacco factory at Szeged was re-organ- 
ised for the manufacture o f cigarettes.

After the reconstruction work the monopoly 
had to think o f putting new brands o f cigars and 
cigarettes on the market suiting the taste o f the 
consumers.

Seven new kinds o f cigars and three kinds 
o f cigarettes were put on the market. Also two new 
kinds o f Egyptian cigarettes were manufactured 
in 1930, they were made at Szeged according to 
the Egyptian cigarettes using the same mixture as 
is used there.

The second event o f great importance is the 
manufacture o f ’ ’raw nicotine”  which is manu
factured in the tobacco factory at Debreczen since
1930. This raw nicotine is o f great importance for 
fruit growers and gardeners to enable them to 
destroy harmful insects.

As the export and import o f tobacco ceased 
absolutely during the war the management o f the 
monopoly had to re-organise same again. It was 
very hard work but it was succesfully done as 
business relations were taken up with all the 
countries with whom the Hungarian monopoly had 
business relations before the war.
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