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J6ZSEF BAYER

GLOBALIZATION, EUROPEAN INTEGRATION 
AND NATIONAL IDENTITY

Hungary is at the entrance of the European Union, and now a process 
of change in the political identities will occur in Hungary. The trap of 
globalization- will it be avoided by European integration? A supra
national European state will be established, and a new European 
political identity will grow, or constructed. Regional structures will be 
more and more important in the structure of new politics and polity. 
European citizenship is a requirement of the process. National identities 
cannot remain as they were before. But how mobilizing is the nation at 
the turn of the millcnium in Europe?

CS1LLA MACHOS

STATUTES AND ORGANIZATIONAL TYPES OF THE 
HUNGARIAN PARTIES

In this paper the statutes of the Hungarian parliamentary parties will be 
comparatively analyzed. First, a survey of their development until 1998 
will be given, then the statutes valid in 1998 will be analyzed observing 
the following aspects:

1) how is the ..vertical structure” of the parties built up; 2) on which 
principles are constructed their executive committees (how many „cx 
officio” members are there and how many members will be directly 
elected or will be sent as delegates to these positions); 3) what is within 
the executive committees’ authority, is there any separation of powers 
between them, or are they dominated by one of the committees or 
officials (for instance the party leader); 4) which elements of the 
’’horizontal structure” exist in the parties and which possibilities of 
participation arc given to them within the party committees; 5) what 
rights have the members to influence the party politics with regard to a) 
call meetings of the party’s executive committees, b) nominate 
candidates to the executive committees of the party, c) nominate
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candidates to the parliamentary or local elections in their ward. Next, 
the question is, which organizational types (polyarchy, oligarchy, 
monocracy) are anticipated in the statutes analyzed. The plurality of the 
organizational types of the Hungarian parties, is connected with the 
plurality of modernization structures in Hungary in the 1980-90s, with 
historical traditions, with differences between the parties regarding their 
genesis and organizational philosophy will be described. The statute of 
the Hungarian Socialist Party (HSP) is characterized by the most 
polyarchical features, which is connected with the fact, that this party 
was formed as negation from an extreme centralist hierarchical party 
structure during the process of dissolving the state party. The Alliance of 
Free Democrats (AFD) has many poliarchical features as well, but the 
strong centralized nomination of candidates to parliamentary and local 
elections contradicts the corresponding practice of a polyarchical party. 
The FIDESZ-MPP has proven as a typical oligarchical party and since 
1993 it is nearer to the parties of the conservative spectrum, than to the 
AFD or the HSP regarding organizational aspects. The ’’president- 
centralized oligarchy” of the Hungarian Democratic Forum and the 
’’subsidiary centralism" of the Christian Democratic People’s Party arc 
characterized by stronger competencies in power of the party leader, 
than in the Alliance of Young Democrats. The ’’formal democratic 
monocracy” of the Party of Hungarian Justice and Life and the 
"presidential authoritarism” of the Independent Smallholders ftuty are 
characterized by the most monocratic features.

PfcTER R6BERT

CLASS AND PARTY IN HUNGARY -  AFTER THREE 
ELECTIONS

The study investigates the social background of party preferences in 
I lungary based on the rclationshipbetween class and party. A large body 
of relevant literature claims that class based voting declines over time in 
all modern post-industrial democracies. Another part of the literature, 
however, states that class as predictor of voting behaviour persists even 
if the impact of other determinants of political preferences emerges. 
Empirical studies in “old” democracies use long time series for 
investigating the changes in the social basis of party preferences. The 
short history of the Hungarian “new” democracy allows to test this 
connection only for three elections, in 1990, 1994, 1998.

The paper uses data of three post-election surveys carried out after 
the general elections in each year. Since party structure has changed in 
Hungary' and voters supported different parties at the various elections, 
only four parties can be included in the analysis: the Hungarian Socialist 
Party (MSZP), the Alliance of Free Democrats (SZDSZ), the Alliance 
of Young Democrats - Hungarian Civic Party (FIDESZ-MPP), and the 
Small Holders’ Party (FKGP). The study puts large emphasis on class
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concept and theoretically based class measurement and uses the so- 
called EGP classification for defining class position. The measure is 
widely used in the international literature for testing the relationship 
betweep class and party but this is one of the first applications for 
Hungarian data. The statistical method of the analysis is fitting logistic 
regression models and estimating the likelihood of voting for the four 
parties separately, given the fact that the voter belongs to one of the 
different class categories. The class and party relationship is controlled 
for sex, age, education and region.

The analysis finds moderate class effects on voting behaviour in 
Hungary. The peculiarity of the results is that class effects sometimes 
become more marked after controlling for the other socio-demographic 
measures. The strongest relationship between class and party was found 
for the Socialist Party. Data reveal that this party is supported stronger 
by the service than the worker class. On the contrary, the Free 
Democrats seem to be less embedded in class differences but more 
embedded in cultural relations. Class effects are the lowest for the 
Young Democrats. The Small Holders’ Party can be characterized by 
“negative” class effects in the sense that low class (underclass) voters are 
overrepresented among the supporters of the party.
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