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his book caught my attention 
since i have long wished to get 
acquainted with the history of 
christianity around the globe 

and not just in europe. where can one 
learn about the history of christianity in 
africa? where can one learn about the 
history of christianity in 
the world without hav-
ing to read a whole book 
about each continent?

This volume consists 
of thirteen chapters 
penned by university 
teachers from austral-
ia, Great Britain, and 
the united States. The 
book is organized ter-
ritorially. The sections 
devoted to china (and 
its neighbours), africa, 
australasia and the Pa-
cific are divided accord-
ing to continents. South 
and north america are dealt with in 
two individual chapters. The largest 
number of chapters covers the history 
of christianity in europe and euroasia; 
the emergence of christianity, 150–550; 
the orthodox church in Byzantium; the 
medieval west; the reformation and 
counter-reformation; eastern europe 
since the fifteenth century; and, chris-
tianity in western europe since the 

enlightenment. one chapter is devoted 
to india, but this denotes the area that 
today includes the countries known as 
india, Pakistan, Bangladesh, nepal, Sri 
lanka and afghanistan.

individual chapters give the general 
lines of the development of christian-

ity, but they also present 
necessary details and 
concrete information. 
in some cases, the sub-
ject is presented more 
chronologically (as in 
latin america), while in 
other cases it is devel-
oped more thematically 
(as in the long history of 
the medieval west).

The breadth of the 
book’s focus invites read-
ers to encounter the 
great diversity of chris-
tianity as different ex-
pressions have evolved 

in the course of time and in various 
geographical contexts (e.g., the section 
on india starts with the legend of St. 
Thomas because it is there that the ori-
gins of christianity are rooted). readers 
will also observe common traits (e.g., 
the development of evangelised coun-
tries; the coming of roman catholic 
and Protestant missions; the encoun-
ter of christianity and christian culture 
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with local indigenous religions and cul-
tures; the coexistence of catholic and 
Protestant missions; etc.). in europe 
and Byzantium the relation between 
the church and political power loomed 
large and one can follow the course of 
these relations.

although the editor announces his 
pursuit of the non-eurocentric perspec-
tive in processing the world history of 
christianity, the largest number of chap-
ters is devoted to europe (four plus the 
Slavonic period of Byzantium). it would 
probably be detrimental to the treat-
ment of the whole subject if the history 
of christianity in europe was limited 
to only one section--solely for the sake 
of adhering to the letter of the editor’s 
own law. The development of christi-
anity in europe was the longest, and it 
distinguished itself by the most stages 
and diverse forms of christianity. with 
respect to the space devoted to europe, 
a czech reader would hope--especially 
in the chapter on the reformation and 
counter-reformation--to come across 
at least a mention of the Bohemian pre-
reformation utraquist movement.

There is an apparent disproportion 
in the number of footnotes. whereas 
some chapters contain 40 (africa 43) or 
50 (china 51), some have only a mini-
mum. in the case of the medieval west 
(zero footnotes) it is understandable, as 
Professor Hastings explains in his Pref-
ace; but, in the case of india, it is less so 
(four footnotes).

The editor himself also recognizes 
some of the book’s deficiencies in 
omitting the history of the caribbean, 
Sri lanka, and madagascar. But this 

does not substantially detract from the 
book’s value.

knowledge of the history of christi-
anity is crucial to developing an under-
standing of global history, since chris-
tianity played an important part in the 
history of most of the continents and 
countries of the world. in addition, a 
grasp of global christianity – not just 
that of europe or the americas – is a 
precondition for diverse theological 
thinking, so that a theologian can be 
fully engaged in the research on chris-
tianity and christian theology. an addi-
tional pleasant fact about this volume 
is that one can dip into it at random, 
not necessarily reading from cover to 
cover. 

To conclude, we concur with the 
words of one of the reviews on the 
book’s back cover: “it is rare to find a 
single volume that holds together the 
history of two thousand years of chris-
tianity with the diversity of political, 
social, cultural, and theological climate 
that has accompanied it from the very 
beginning” – John mbiti. 

Marek Rícan (Ceský Tesín)
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