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Tamás Krausz: Victory – Auschwitz – memory. Thoughts for the 75th anniversary 
The history of the holocaust and the relevant politics of memory is as much a mirror 
of the global geopolitical struggles as the real holocaust can only be understood in 
a global context. The Eastern European ethno-nationalistic regimes construct their 
ideologies of legitimation with the support of the “collective West”. The author out-
lines the object and some points of debate of these academic and political struggles 
arguing that the relation to the Great Patriotic War stands at the center of the debates. 
The 75. anniversary of the Victory offers an occasion for the left to academically and 
theoretically clarify its standpoint in this respect.................................................... 	 7

Bálint Mezei: The price of liberation. The military-economic achievement of the Soviet 
Union in World War II and her losses 
The article offers an overview of the losses of the Soviet Union in World War II 
and the territorial reorganization of her economy. With the beginning of the Nazi 
undeclared war in 1941 the heavy and military industries in the European parts of 
the country, created decisively in the 1930s had to be resettled to the Ural and even 
further, to Central Asia within only few weeks. The evacuation of the means of pro-
duction was an enormous logistic-organizational achievement; the majority of the 
evacuated factories could produce according to the needs of the front, within a few 
months. Apart from the losses of the industry, the Soviet Union lost the majority 
of her crop land, and 78 million Soviet citizens lived in the occupied lands. In the 
years of the Great Patriotic War the total human losses of the Soviet Union reached 
27 million lives, and because of the priority of the military industry other branches 
of economy, most notably the production of consumer goods had to be reduced 
drastically......................................................................................................................... 	 24
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Herbert A. Bloch: The characteristics of the prisoners of the concentration 
camps
In his article of 1947 the author attempts to introduce, what psychic damages the pris-
oners and forced laborers of the Nazi camps suffered under the inhuman and strictly 
controlled conditions and how the prisoners’ relation developed to their mates and 
themselves, their former personality. The extreme conditions of the concentration 
camps unfortunately enabled the author to examine from a previously unknown angle, 
what happens to human beings in the lack of the normal social frames and when exist-
ence is reduced to the level of the basic instincts. The author states that the barbarism 
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the most primitive forms of human interactions....................................................... 	 41
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towards the USSR in 1940–41. 
The Nazi propaganda machine was very talented in representing the war against the 
Soviet Union as the war against the Jews, and this interpretation fit in well with the 
“other” war at the Eastern front, which decisively differed from the Western war with 
regard of its purposes and means, that showed the picture of a total war characterized 
by plunder and genocide. The article shows how the many soldiers of Jewish origin 
enlisted to the Red Army related to the military service and the Soviet regime in 
general, before the German attack and in the subsequent times. 
Out of the soldiers of the multi-ethnic Red Army, which was in a defensive position 
after the attack on 22 June 1941 it was undoubtedly the Jewish men, who were 
exposed to the greatest danger, and this fact allied them with the Soviet system, 
independently of their former attitudes. In spite of this, we cannot state that they 
formed a homogenous group because many of them came from the Western terri-
tories obtained in 1939 or they or their families became the victims of the Stalinist 
terror, so they had different opinions of the Soviet power, the role of the army and 
the party, the relationship between the state and the religion, and their future per-
spectives in the time of peace...................................................................................... 	 53

Tamás Krausz: Holocaust: the screws of the machine. Арон Шнеер: Профессия – 
смерть. Учебный лагерь СС «Травники». Преступления и возмездие. (Aron Shneer: 
Foglalkozása – halál. Az SS „Trawniki” kiképzőtábora. Bűn és megtorlás). Москва, 
Издательство Пятый Рим”, 2019 ............................................................................. 	 76

Vlagyimir Lazarisz: „Forgive us for not knowing” 
What happened to the holocaust-survivors after World War II, who wanted to go 
to Israel from the reception camps? How did the Zionist mainstream, first and fore-
most Ben Gurion see the role of survivors in the struggle for the establishment of 
the independent Jewish state? How many of the survivors arrive in Israel, and what 
reception did they get? How did the sabre inhabitants think of them and how did the 
public opinion of the new state relate to the survivors and victims between 1945 and 
1962? What measures afflicted the settlers? The article lists shocking facts in order 
to introduce the process of the acquisition of truth and the bitter beginnings of the 
relationship between the European Jewry, who survived the concentration camps 
and the Yisuv Jewry....................................................................................................... 	 85

Eszter Bartha – Slávka Otčenášová: Holocaust in the magnet of memory and 
politics. Totalitarian and revisionist directions in the Hungarian and Slovak holocaust 
literatures. 
The article introduces the struggles of the memory of politics after the changes of 
regimes, which are related to the study of the holocaust and its global interpretation 
in Slovakia and Hungary. While the persecution of Jews “attracted” active followers in 
both countries, both the Slovak and the Hungarian far right “commonly” attempt to 
represent their countries as the victims of Nazi Germany, and to shift all responsibil-
ity onto the Germans. In Hungary, the monument erected at Szabadság tér, which 
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a novel phenomenon; it is, however, important for historians to be conscious of the 
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this statement proved to be ungrounded well prior to the establishment of the State 
of Israel, it continued to be popular for long in the vulgar Zionist thinking. The article 
shows that although this opinion affected the relation of some supporters of Zionism 
to the Jewish settlement of Palestine, the Yisuv elite paid a special attention to the 
Jewish-Arabic coexistence. Between 1917 and 1942 there  were different opinions 
amongst them about the actual and future position and role of the Palestinian Arabs, 
and the position in the “Arab question” also distinguished major political directions. 
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A náci Németország fölötti győzelem közelgő 75. évfordulóján 
nem önmagában a Győzelem „emlékezetpolitikai” jelentőségé-
nek szentelünk blokkot, hanem összekapcsoljuk azt Auschwitz 
felszabadításának 75. évfordulójával (1945. január 27.), mint-
hogy a két jelenségkör „emlékezete” együttesen hordozza a 
napjainkban „csúcsra járatott” történelemhamisítás szinte min-
den fontos tendenciáját. A holokauszt történeti ténye összefügg 
Izrael állam létrehozásával is, ezért a zsidók és arabok palesztinai 
együttélése kevéssé ismert oldalainak is figyelmet szentelünk – 
főként releváns történeti dokumentumok tükrében. Harmadik 
blokkunkban a modern szélsőjobboldallal foglalkozunk mind 
egyetemes, mind magyarországi vonatkozásban. Noha ez a 
szélsőjobboldal más, mint régi, fasiszta előzménye, ám a két 
jelenség nincs kínai fallal elválasztva. Az új szélsőjobboldal elő-
retolt őrse a Fidesz, aminek okairól és jellemzőiről olvasóink a 
szerkesztőség álláspontját is megismerhetik.

„A zsidók milliói számára a náci Németország feletti győzelem 
túl későn jött. A győzelem napját nem érhették meg […] Orosz-
ország zsidóinak több évszázados történetében a legnehezebbek 
és a legtragikusabbak a német megszállás évei, a Katasztrófa évei 
voltak. A Szovjetunió zsidósága a Győzelem napján az összes 
európai néppel és az egész haladó emberiséggel együtt ünnepelte 
a győzelmet. És elsiratta a fasizmus és az antiszemitizmus – a 
szovjet zsidókat is beleértve – 6 millió áldozatát.”

Jichak Arad
Eszmélet 55. sz. 117.

„[…] miközben felismerjük az ok-okozati kapcsolatot a tőke és 
a szélsőjobboldal között, tisztáznunk kell az utóbbi »antikapi-
talizmusát« is. […] A szélsőjobboldal antikapitalizmusa fontos 
és kártékony hatással volt egy esetleges poszt-neoliberális alter-
natíva kialakítására, majd sikerült ez utóbbit »túszul is ejtenie« 
az Európa nagy részén tapasztalható populista politikai lázadás 
formájában.”

Rick Saull
Eszmélet 105. sz. 55.
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