Glavanovics Andrea

Magyar kozéleti személyek angol szemmel 1945-ben

Az 1945. év fontos mérfoldkd nemesak magyar, de vilagpolitikai téren is. Az utols6
hébors és az elsd békeév is egyben, a hdbort utani rendezés kezdete.

A Szévetséges Ellendrzé Bizottsdg (SZEB) tagjaként a brit katonai és politikai misz-
szié mind a lakossag, mind a kézélet szamara a remény és a demokratikus rendezés biz-
tositékanak szimbo6luma volt. A kontinentalis politikai viszonyokat mindig elegans t4-
volsagbdl szemléld Anglia nemcsak sajatos szerepét, de egy demokratikus modell képét
is mutatta K6z¢ép-Eurdpa és a politikai szereplSk szamara. Ez részben azzal is magyardz-
hatd, hogy a magyar tirsadalomban tovabb ¢lt az a ,,reformkori szellemiség”, amelynek
egyik példdja Anglia volt.

Mindkét vilaghdborts szembenallas ellenére a gy6ztes hatalmak koziil a britek vol-
tak a ,legelfogadhatdbbak™ az orszdg szamara. Jelenlétitk egyfajta sajitos folytonossd-
got képviselt az eurdpai kulttra és mult vonatkozésiban.

A magyar kozélet szerepl8inek a brit politikai misszi6 vezetdjével, Gascoigne-nal’
folytatott beszélgetéseibél kideriilt, hogy sokat vartak a brit diplom4cidtdl, amelyben
azonban rendre csalédniuk kellett. A diplomaciai elismerést is csak az orszdggyu-
lési valasztdsok megtartdsat kovetden jelentette be a brit kormany — ellentétben a
Szovjetuniéval és az Egyesiilt Allamokkal —, miutin meggy6zddtek a lebonyolitis
demokratikus voltdrdl. Ez azonban nem jelentette azt, hogy ne torekedtek volna
pontos tajékozdddsra. A brit diplomdcia kifejezett jellemzdje volt, hogy a szamukra,
ugymond, kevésbé fontos orszdgokba is jol képzett, kivalé diplomatakat akkredital-
tak, akik jelentéseikben pontos tajékoztatdst és elemzést tudtak adni az illetd orszag
gazdasagi, tarsadalmi és politikai helyzetér8l.> Ennek hagyomanya a hiboru elétd,
korabbi idészakbdl szdrmazott.

A brit politikai missziénak a ma a londoni The National Archivesban érzott jelen-
tései kozott szerepel egy, a magyar kozéleti személyekre vonatkozé felsorolds. A lista,
amelyet a misszid allitott Gssze, és killdote el a Foreign Office-ba 1945. oktéber 1-jén,
huszonét nevet tartalmaz. A jelentésekben késébb is szerepel ilyen 6sszedllitas, van
olyan év 1945 és 1956 kozott, melyben mintegy szdz nevet talalunk.

Sir Alvary Frederick Gascoigne (1893-1970) brit diplomata. Etonban tanult, szolgdle az L
vilaghdboruban, 1919-ben kezdte palyafutdsit a Kiiligyminisztériumban. 1936 és 1938 kozote buda-
pesti kovetségi tigyvivé volt. Magyarorszdgi szolgdlata utan (1945-1946) 1946 és 1951 kdzéte japdn,
majd 1951 és 1958 kdzott moszkvai nagykévet volt. (HARASZTI, 2005, xv.)

> HarAszTI, 1996, 82-93.
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A jelentésekb6l kittinik, hogy az ész eseményei kozott a brit diploméciai elismerés
elmaradésardl folytatott beszélgetések mellett a kozelgé valasztasok volt a masik £6
téma.

1945. augusztus 22-én Gascoigne taldlkozott Rékosi Matyassal, aki elmondta, hogy
azt szeretnék, ha két hénapon beliil megtartandk a valasztdsokat, mert az id6jérds miatt
legkozelebb jové majusban lehetne megrendezni, és fontos, hogy egy szabadon vélasz-
tott kormdnya legyen az orszdgnak.?

Vorosilov tadbornok, a SZEB elnoke mar korédbban, 1945. julius 11-én kelt levelében
biztositotta a brit és az amerikai képviseletek vezetdit, hogy a Magyarorszég ellendrzé-
sével kapcsolatos minden dontéshez kéri Edgcumbe és Key tabornokok egyetértését.
Igy elméletben Gascoigne nem zarta ki, hogy mind a valasztéjogi torvény megalkotdsa-
ban, mind pedig végrehajtisaban segitséget nytjtsanak. Azonban be kellett litnia, hogy
sem a brit, sem pedig az amerikai missziénak nem volt elég képviseldje, akiket az egyes
vélasztokeriletekbe kiildhetne, ,,mikozben az oroszoknak szinte minden varosban és
falucskéban voltak kiszolgal6ik”. Igy nem minden aggodalom nélkiil ajanlotta korma-
nya figyelmébe ezt a problémait, és a magyarorszagi valasztisok korai megtartdsanak
dilemmdjac.*

A vilaszt6jogi torvény tervezetét ugy értékelte, hogy az a rendelkezésre allé nagyon
r6vid idét és a kortilményeket figyelembe véve kielégité dokumentum. Tobbek kozote
a misszié is fontosnak tartotta, hogy végrehajtasit olyan kozelrdl és jol ellenérizze,
amennyire csak lehetséges.’

A brit diplomécia érdeklédése erésodote Magyarorszdg irdnt az 8szi budapesti
helyhat6ségi és orszaggytilési vélasztisokra valé készillédéssel, e téren ez a lista is a
jobb tdjékozddast szolgélta. Gascoigne egyik augusztusi jelentésében ujra arrdl irt:
t6 teladatuknak azt tekintette, hogy a megfeleld valasztdjogi torvény elfogaddsa utan
a valasztdsok lebonyolitdsaban és feliigyeletében kell6 erékkel vegyenek részt. Ehhez
szitkségesnek tartotta, hogy noveljék a brit katonai misszi6 [étszdmdt.® Azonban a
neveket tartalmazé listdt mar csak a budapesti helyhatdsagi vélasztésok utdn kapta
meg a Foreign Office.

Az egész oktdberben tartd fesziilt hangulat, vitdk és egyeztetések, valamint a Voro-
silov dltal javasolt kozos lista elvetése utdn ugy tiint, hogy a magyarorszagi valasztasokat
mind a hdrom szévetséges fontosnak tartja az egymas kozotti viszony és a sajtd megité-
lésének szempontjabdl is, foleg a potsdami konferencia és a kiiliigyminiszterek londoni

> TNA FO404/31 Further Correspondence Respecting Central Europe Part 15. July to September
R 14677/26/21 No.63. Mr. Gascoigne to Mr. Bevin. Budapest 22nd August, 1945.

TNA FO404/31 Further Correspondence Respecting Central Europe Part 15. July to September
R 14673/26/21 No.60. Mr. Gascoigne to Mr. Bevin. Budapest 21st August, 1945.

TNA FO404/31 Further Correspondence Respecting Central Europe Part 15. July to September
R 15795/26/21No.67. Mr. Gascoigne to Mr. Bevin. Budapest Sth September, 1945.

TNA FO404/31 Further Correspondence Respecting Central Europe Part 15. July to September
R 14676/26/21 No.62. Mr. Gascoigne to Mr. Bevin. Budapest 21st August, 1945.
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tandcskozdsinak meglehetésen sovany eredményei utdn, valamint az egyre erés6dé bi-
zalmatlansig és nézetkiilonbségek miatt.

Az orszaggyilési valasztisok lebonyolitdsat az el6zetes szdndéknak és terveknek
megfelelden a misszid tagjai személyesen is ellendrizeék, hogy minél realisabb képet
kapjanak: Gascoigne, Redward mésodtitkdrral nyugat-magyarorszdgi korutra indult.
Elészor Esztergomba, majd Gyérbe, Papara, Veszprémbe és Székesfehérvérra litogat-
tak. Ezeken a helyeken szavazdhelyiségeket tekintettek meg, ahol nagyon szivélyesen
fogadtak 6ket a valasztdsi bizottsagok, és Gascoigne szerint nagyon oriiltek, hogy lactdk
6ket. Mind Redward, mind pedig Gascoigne véleménye az volt, hogy a szavazatszedésre
hasznalt mddszereket nem lehetett volna jobban csindlni. Carse elsé titkdr elmonddsa
alapjén, aki a févdrosban és kornyékén tett litogatdst, hasonléan nyugodt légkorben
zajlottak a vilasztdsok Budapesten is, ugyanolyan titkos korillmények kozote és bizton-
sigban, orosz beavatkozastdl mentesen. Whitney sajtdattasé, aki Szegeden jért, szintén
ezt mondta a térségrol. Ilyen kortlmények kozote Gascoigne azt irta, hogy ,6felsége
korménya biztos lehet abban, hogy a valasztésok teljesen demokratikus feltételek ko-
z6tt zajlottak”™’

A brit misszié 1945. dprilis mésodik felében koltozott az elszigetelt Debrecenbdl
Budapestre. Tobbnyire a kozélet szerepldivel tortént beszélgetésekbdl, a sajrdbol és
informatoraiktél szerezték a hireket, amelyek kozott sok bizonytalan eredett adat
volt. Nem val6szind, hogy a rendelkezésiikre allé rovid id8ben az Orszaggyilési Al-
manach, vagy ehhez hasonlé adattdr allt rendelkezésiikre a sulyos hédborts kirokat
szenvedett orszdgban, ahol a kozellatds és egyéb alapszolgaltatdsok megszervezése és
biztositdsa is komoly gondot jelentett. Gascoigne maga is ugy itélte meg, hogy az 6sz-
szeallitas korantsem teljes, mivel ezen személyek egy része csak ekkor kezdte politikai
és kozéleti szereplését, ezért a roluk irottak gyakran hidnyosak és pontatlanok vol-
tak. A lista érdekességét nem a benne lévé adatok, hanem inkdbb a fontosnak tartott
személyek ¢és a roluk alkotott megjegyzések, vélemények adjék, annak ellenére, hogy
részben ellendrizetlen forrdsbdl szdrmaztak. Ezért megfeleld kritikdval kell olvasni,
de kétségteleniil megéllapithatd, hogy a brit kormdanyzat érdeklédése tetten érhetd a
személyi hétterek feltdrdsaban.

7 TNA FO404/31 Further Correspondence Respecting Central Europe Part 16. October to December
R 20195/26/21 No.92. Mr. Gascoigne to Mr. Bevin Budapest 5th November, 1945.
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Forras

[R17311/13353/21]
No. 76.
Mr. Gascoigne to Mr. Bevin. — (Received 12* October.)
(No. 370.)
Sir,

Budapest, 1 October, 1945

I have the honour to transmit to you herewith a report on leading personalities in
Hungary. In view of the comparatively recent entry into political life of many of the
public figures of the present regime, the information available regarding them is still
necessarily incomplete.

I have, &c
A. Gacoigne

Enclosure in No. 76

Leading Personalities in Hungary.

1. Balogh, Mgr. Stephen.®

Smallholders’ party. - Roman Catholic priest. Political Under-Secretary of State in the
Prime Ministry.

Born in 1893 at Stajerlak’ in the Transylvanian mining district. One of the most
active and without doubt the cleverest member of the Government. His father was
a Jewish merchant named Blech. Balogh was christened as a child and attended a
seminary at Ersekujvar. Was ordained at Temesvdr, where he became secretary to the
bishop. He afterwards moved to Budapest as curate of the Belvéros parish, where he
remained until 1932 and moved widely in the journalistic world. In 1932 accepted a
parish at Szeged, where he joined the Smallholders’ party and became editor of the
paper Délmagyarorszdg, which he later purchased. He also financed the Szeged open
air theatre, and started a paper on his own'’. During this time he maintained constant
touch with the opposition. After the liberation of Hungary, the Communist Révai,
Joszef,"! visited him at Szeged on his way from Moscow and arranged with him an

8 A magyar tulajdonneveket sokszor nemesak a szokdsos ¢kezetek nélkiil, hanem helyteleniil is irtak. Az
¢kezetek hidnydt nem tekintettem hibénak, mivel egyértelmt, hogy mit takarnak.

?  Helyesen 1894. mércius 20; elhunyt: 1976. julius 20., Budapest. (KENYERES, 1981, 38.)

10 A Szegedi Katolikus Tudésité alapitd szerkesztdje.

10 Jozsef.
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alliance between the Communist and Smallholders’ parties. In December he accepted
office as Under-Secretary to the Prime Ministry and accompanied the Foreign Minister,
Gyongyossi, to Moscow for the purpose of concluding the Armistice agreement. He
is stated to have made a very favourable impression on the Russians. He was also in
charge of press matters until July 1945, when Kallai, Communist Under-Secretary of
State, took over this function from him. Dr. Balogh is worldly and has a reputation of
being a bon viveur. He is also fond of money and said to be financially interested in
certain newspapers, to which the Government have extended certain special privileges.
Though he is at present on good terms with the Russians, it is believed that he would
gladly enter the orbit of the Western Democracies with whom he certainly has more
sympathy. He is, however, essentially an opportunist and possibly the only ,real”
politician in the Government. He is ambitious and is believed to covet the Ministry
for Foreign Affairs. Speaks German and some French, but no English. Members of the
British Political Mission have close contact with Dr. Balogh. While very forthcoming
in imparting news to members of the staff he has at times suppressed important news.
Considerable caution is, therefore, necessary in dealing with him.

2. Ban, Antal.

Social Democrat, Secretary of the party. — Minister of Industry.

Born in 1896'* in the County of Baranya, of poor parents. Whilst still very young he
took an active part in Social Democratic movements amongst the youthful workers. In
November 1919, Ban went to Yugoslavia, where he was a member of the Workers’ Union
of Subotica, and later carried on political activities underground. When the Hungarian
troops entered the Bacska in June 1941 he was arrested and interned in Budapest till
December when he escaped. In 1943 joined the Hungarian Social Democrats, shortly
afterwards became Secretary of the party. In June 1945 Ban was appointed Minister
of Industry of the resignation of Takacs, Imre. He proceeded to Moscow in August
1945 with Gerd, Ernd, and took part in discussions which led to the conclusion of
a far-reaching economic agreement with Russia. Ban is ambitious and considered to
be exceptionally competent; he speaks German and Serbian. He is a director of a film
enterprise and has other business interests.

3. Baranyai, Dr. Leopold."

Citizens’ Democrat party. — Former Governor of the National Bank, Formerly Member
of the Upper House of the Hungarian Parliament, at present member of the National
Economic Council.

Sziiletett: 1903. augusztus 30., Baranya megye; elhunyt: 1951. augusztus 25., Ziirich. Eredeti neve
1945 éprilisdig Rozmayer volt. Vasmunkds, uradalmi gépész, az Ideiglenes Nemzeti Kormdny ipariigyi
minisztere, 1948-ban clhagyta az orszdgot. (BOLONY, 1987, 266.)

Baranyai Lipot.

331



Born in 1894 at Zsellye.'* Graduated and studied law and national economy abroad.
In 1938 he became legal adviser to the National Bank, in 1935 general manager'® and in
1939 governor.'® Appointed by the Regent Life Member of the Upper House, in which
he was also a member of the Finance and Foreign Affairs Committees. From the very
outset he opposed Hungary’s entry into the war. A severe critic of the Government’s
policy particularly after 1940, he bitterly attacked the Germans before the Foreign
Affairs Committee in 1943. He resigned his post as governor of the National Bank
in 1943 as a protest against the Government’s economic policy."” In March 1944 was
deported by the Germans to Maulthausen.'® He returned to Hungary in September
1944. He appears to possess a sound economic knowledge coupled with a high integrity.
His political views are said to be genuinely democratic and this circumstance together
with his professed attachment to Great Britain and America may be responsible for his
failure under the present regime to obtain a post in keeping with his capabilities."

4. Erdei Ferenc.

National Peasant party. — Minister of the Interior.

Born in 1907 at Mako.*® He left his father’s trade of market gardener to attend the
»Gymnasium*'” of Mako and subsequently took degrees in law and economics at Szeged
University. Joined the Peasant Association of Mako and then took up politics asa member
of the independent Kossuth party, and was made a borough councillor. At his suggestion
this party joined the Social Democrat party and he later edited a local newspaper owned
jointly by the two parties. Has visited Germany, Holland and Switzerland.

In the early thirties he moved with his father to a small farm near Budapest, where
he wrote a number of books on Hungarian social conditions and peasant life. During
the war he co-operated with the Smallholders’ party and later, in conjunction with
Veres, Peter, founded the National Peasant party. Fled from Budapest in 1944 and
later was chosen by Zsedenyi to be Minister of Interior. Erdei is said to be very closely

4 Helyesen 1897. augusztus 7., Béllye; elhunyt: 1970. janudr 30., Frankfurt am Main. (KENYERES, 1981,
47.)

15 1936-ban lett az MNB vezérigazgatdja. (HAEFFLER, 1940, 440-441.)

16 1938. médjus 18-an nevezték ki az MNB elnékévé. (hep://www.hdke.hu/tudastar/enciklopedia/bara-
nyai-lipot)

171938 és 1943 kozott az MNB elndke, amely tisztségrél lemond. 1940 és 1949 kozote az MTA tagja.

(Uo.)

Helyesen Mauthausen.

1948-ban elhagyta az orszagot, 1951-1959-iga Vildgbank utazé képviseléje, majd halaldig a frankfurti

Deutsche Bank tandcsadéja volt. (hetp://www.hdke.hu/tudastar/enciklopedia/baranyai-lipot)

Helyesen: 1910. december 24., Makd; elhunyt: 1971. méjus 11., Budapest. Agrérkozgazddsz, ird, falu-

kutatd, az Ideiglenes Nemzeti Kormany beliigyminisztere. 1948 és 1949 kézott allamminiszter, majd

késobb foldmiuvelésiigyi miniszter és igazsdgiigy-miniszter, utobb a Minisztertandcs elnéke és az Elnoki

Tand4cs tagja is. (BOLONY, 1987, 287.)

Angolul a sz tornatermet jelent, de itt nyilvan a magyar gimnazium értelemben szerepel, ezért van

idézdjelben.
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associated with the Communist party. As Minister of the Interior he is responsible
for the activities of the notorious political police. Should the growing agitation of the
people against the political police become really serious, Erdei may lose his position.

5. Gabor, Joseph.

Communist. — Director of the Foreign Trade Bureau.

Born in 18877 of poor parents, became an iron worker. From 1910 he was an active
member of the Social Democrat Party. During the first Great War he served in the
Hungarian army. Was taken prisoner in Russia, where he learned Russian, joined the
Communists and was given a training in foreign trade. In 1925 he married a Siberian
woman. In 1928 he was sent to China as Russian foreign trade representative. Returned
to Moscow in 1943, where he was employed in Foreign Trade Bureau, and in December
1944 appointed Minister for Commerce. Said to be among the more serious and
honest member of the Communist party. In May 1945 he resigned from Ministry of
Commerce, owing to criticism of his failure to restore railway communications. In June
1945 he was appointed director of the Foreign Trade Bureau.

6. Gerd, Ernest.

Communist. — Minister of Commerce.
Born on the 8 July, 1898, in the County of Hont.” His name was originally Singer. He
attended school at Ujpest, then studied at Budapest University, but did not graduate.

Joined the Communist party in 1918 and was arrested later for taking active part
in party underground organisation. Released in 1925, he spent four years in Vienna,
then settled in Russia. Has travelled in France and Germany and written books on
economics. During the war he did propaganda work for the Russians at the front.

In November 1944, he became Secretary of the Communist party and took a
leading part in the work of forming the Provisional National Government at Debrecen;
the Russians are said to attach great importance to his opinion. On the 15" March
he was appointed third member of the Supreme National Council (President of the
Provisional National Assembly), but resigned on May 1945 to become Minister of
Commerce. He is well-read and has reputation of being clever and clear-headed.

2 Helyesen: 1892. junius 7. Kldrahaza, Vic; elhunyt: 1964. oktdber 3. Budapest. Epitémunkés, az SZKP
tertileti bizottsdgi elndke, majd Komintern-megbizott szovjet diplomdciai beosztasban, Kindban. Az
Ideiglenes Kormany kereskedelem- és kézlekedésiigyi minisztere 1945 mdjusaig. 1950-té] kiilonboz6
kéveti posztokon teljesitett szolgdlatot. (BOLONY, 1987,293.)

Sziiletett: Terbegec, Hont megye; elhunyt: 1980. mércius 12., Budapest. Kozgazdasz, kozird, részt
vett a spanyol polgarhdboruban, a Nemzeti Fétandcs tagja, majd az Ideiglenes Nemzeti Kormdny ke-
reskedelem- ¢és kozlekedésiigyi minisztere. Volt kozlekedési, pénziigyi, dllam- és kiilkereskedelmi mi-
niszter, a Népgazdasdgi Tandcs elndke, a Minisztertandcs elndkhelyettese és elsd elnokhelyettese, a KB
elsé titkara és az Elnoki Tandcs tagja. 1956—1960 kézott a Szovjetunidban élt, 1962-ben kizartédk az
MSZMP-béL. (BOLONY, 1987, 294.)
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Negotiated a far-reaching economic agreement with Russian in August 1945 and
is said to have exceeded his instructions by signing it without consulting the Prime
Minister.

7. Gyongyossy,** Dr. Janos.

Smallholders’ Party. — Minister for Foreign Affairs.
Born in 1893 at Békéscsaba;* has been a journalist, an editor and a book agent.
Studied at the Faculty of Law at Budapest University, obtained his Doctor’s Degree
and then became a journalist. In 1915 he entered the army, but, before the Armistice,
became a prisoner of war in Italy. After his return to Hungary he was, for a short time,
correspondent to Est (formerly a Liberal paper). He then returned to Békéscsaba,
where he founded a newspaper of which he became the editor. From 1924 he took
an active part in local politics, and organised opposition in the Municipal Council of
Budapest. In 1935 he hoped to stand for Parliament — his opponent would have been
the then Minister of Finance — but he could not obtain sufficient recommendations
for nomination. Some time later he was obliged to cease publishing his paper, because
the reactionary Government made him bankrupt. In 1937 he became the leader of the
Békéscsaba County Branch of the Smallholders’ party and aleader of the Opposition in
the county. He founded a new paper called Bésésmegyei® Népujség (Békéscsaba County
People’s newspaper). The paper was very soon suppressed by the Government because of
its opposition character. As he could no longer make a living as a journalist, he became
a book agent. In the elections of 1939, he again stood for Parliament, representing the
Smallholders’ party, but the ,terror” methods employed by the Government party
caused him to withdraw. He engaged in no particular activities during the war, but,
nevertheless, in March 1944, when the Germans entered the country, they threatened
to intern him, and he escaped. When the Red Army occupied Békésestoba® in 1944,
he offered his services for the purpose of organising Hungarian press propaganda. In
November 1944 he became acquainted with Vas, Zoltan, who proposed that he should
be made Minister for Foreign Affairs; thus on the 20* December 1944, he became a
member of the Provisional National Government as Foreign Minister. He was head of
the delegation of the National Government which concluded the Armistice Agreement
in Moscow with the Soviet Union.

Dr. Gyongyéssi has not been successful in his ministerial post. He has not
inspired much confidence ecither in the Cabinet or outside of it. It is known that,

# Helyesen: Gyongy®si Janos.

»  Helyesen: 1893. mdjus 3., Rokycany, késébb Berki, Sdros megye; elhunyt: 1951. oktdber 29., Buda-
pest. Kézépiskolai tandr, békéscsabai konyvkereskedd, lapszerkesztd, az Ideiglenes Nemzeti Kormany
kiiligyminisztere, majd kiiliigyminiszter, 1947-t8] haldlig a Pénzintézeti Kézpont elnoke. (BOLONY,
1987, 298.)

Békés megyei.

27 Békéscsaba.
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although nominally a member of the Smallholders’ party, he is hand in glove with the
Communists and is a willing tool of Moscow with an ,anti-Anglo-Saxon” bias. His
coming resignation is freely spoken of and this may not be long delayed.

8. Juhdsz-Nagy, Alexander.

Non-party. — Vice-President of the National Assembly.

Born in 1880%. Member of the Reformed Church. Fully qualified lawyer, but does not
practise. In 1918-19 was Minister for Justice under Karolyi. Joined the Radical party on
its foundation. Has taken no active part in politics but has frequently spoken from his
pulpit against the Germans and the policy of the Government, particularly in regard to
racial persecution. Suspended from preaching by Gombés. He is generally recognised
as a man of integrity and genuinely democratic views.

9. Kovacs, Imre.

National Peasants’ party. — Secretary-General of the National Peasants’ party.

Born in 1910% in the Trans-Tisza region. Protestant. He was the son of the steward
on an estate of Archduke Josef, who died leaving his family penniless. Studied agrarian
policy at the University of Budapest.** Wrote books on Hungarian Peasant life and
in 1933 edited the paper of Szabad Szo. From then on he took an increasingly active
though covert part in the peasant movement.’’ In 1942 he was detained for four
months in prison charged with espionage. He first took part in public life in 1942 when
he came in contact with the Social Democrats and the Communists. He went into
hiding after March 1944. Is a member of the Central National Committee. M. Kovacs
regards himself as a revolutionary, but his views appear to be Anarchist rather than
Communist. Though apparently prepared to co-operate with the Communists, he is
believed not to share their views on foreign policy®>. He speaks no foreign languages
and has never been abroad. His newspaper has lately shown a marked anti-Semitic bias.

% Helyesen: 1883. oktéber 13., Kaba, Hajdd megye; clhunyt: 1946. méjus 10., Debrecen. Debreceni
tugyvéd, a Fiiggetlenségi és 48-as Part helyi tigyvezetd alelnoke, 1945-ben itélétéblai tandcselnok, majd
egyetemi tandr, az Ideiglenes Nemzetgytlés elsd alelnoke, elnckségének tagja. (BOLONY, 1987, 311.)

¥ 1913. mércius 13., Aleste, Fejér megye; elhunyt: 1980. okedber 27., New York, USA. (http://www.

mult-kor.hu/cikk.php?id=3765)

Apja korai hal4la utdn drvahdzba keriile. Mér didkként is érdekelte a falukutatds. (TARJAN M. Tamds:

1913. mdrcius 10-én sziiletett Kovdcs Imre ird és politikus a fejér megyei Alcsiiton. In: Rubiconline.

http://www.rubicon.hu/magyar/oldalak/1913_marcius_10_megszuletik_kovacs_imre_parasztpar-

ti_politikus/)

1939-ben megalapitotta a Nemzeti Parasztpdrtot, ami az abban az évben esedékes orszaggytilési vélasz-

tésokon a parlamentbe is bekeriilt. (Uo.)

A hébort utdn is megmaradt szovjetellenes allaspontjan. Kovacs Béla kisgazda politikus letartéztatdsa

utdn kilépett a parasztpartbdl, majd Nagy Ferenc lemondatdsa utdn emigrélt.
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10. Miklos, de Dalnok Bela, General.

Non-party. — Prime Minister.

Born in 1892 in Szekelfold,* Transylvania. In 1911 he was gazetted lieutenant® in the
Larlovar Hussar Regiment, in which capacity he served throughout the Great War on
the Serbian Front and later in Silesia. In 1917 he was appointed to the General Staff.
After the war he became Colonel-in-chief of the First Hussar Regiment. General Miklos
left this appointment® in 1936 and became military attaché at the Hungarian Legation
at Berlin.?® He only remained at this post for two years as he did not line the Germans
and neither did they like him. In 1938 he was recalled and became Commander of
the Second Cavalry Brigade.”” In 1939, when the first Hungarian armoured division
(called the ,Lightning Brigade”) was formed, the Regent appointed him divisional
commander. In 1941, when war broke out with Yugoslavia, he entered Bacska at the
head of this formation. In May 1941, the ,Lightning Brigade” was converted into an
army corps. Miklos assumed command of this formation and at its head took part
in the war against Soviet Russia. In the Bug area he covered the right flank of the
German army in its break-through. When this offensive was halted in the winter of
1941, Admiral Horthy appointed him commander of the Kolsovar Army Corps.® A
year and a half later he became senior aide-de-camp to the Regent. This position he
occupied right up to the 1 August, 1944, when the Regent prepared to get out of
the war.*’ Admiral Horthy intended that at the moment of breaking away from the
Germans the reliable and trustworthy Miklos should be at the head of the Hungarian
armed forces. For this reason he appointed General Miklos, in whom he had complete
confidence, the Commander-in-chief of the First Army, stationed in the Carpathians,
and under command of Colonel-General Veress Lajos, Commander-in-chief of the
Second Army, fighting in Transylvania. The Regent also had complete faith in General
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Helyesen: 1890. julius (masutt junius) 11., Budapest; elhunyt: 1948. november 21., Budapest. (Bo-
LONY, 1987, 334.)

3 Székelyfold.

% Kivél6 eredménnyel végezte el a Ludovika Akadémidt, hadnagyként keriilt a magyar kirdlyi 10. honvéd
huszérezred alloményéba. 1914-ben mér f6hadnagy. 1915 és 1918 kozott az 5. honvéd lovas hadosztily
vezérkari tisztje. (IzSAK-POLOSKEI-RoMsICS-URBAN, 2003, 134-137.)

1917 majusérdl érnagy, 1918-1919 forduléjan a budapesti varosparancsnoksigon beosztott. 1919
augusztusatdl 1920 februdrjdig, majd 1920 augusztusitdl szeptember végéig vdrosparancsnok. 1920
1921-ben végezte el a Hadiakadémiat. (Uo.)

1929 és 1932 kézote Magyarorszdg Korményzéja Katonai Irodédja fénskénck helyettese. (Uo.)

1936. méjus elsejéig berlini katonai attasé. Juniustél a kecskeméti 7. Honvéd Gyalogezrednél beosztott
1937 majusaig. (Uo.)

1938 méjusitol 1940 mérciusdiga 2. lovasdandar parancsnoka. 1940 mérciusdtdl 1941 augusztusdig az
L. gyorshadtest megbizott, majd 1942 februdrjiig kinevezett parancsnoka. (Uo.)

1942. februdr elsejétdl a kolozsvéri 9. hadtest parancsnoka. (Uo.)

1942 oktéberében a Katonai Iroda féndke és fohadsegéd. 1943 augusztusitdl vezérezredes, majd 1944
augusztusatdl oktdber 16-ig az 1. hadsereg parancsnoka. (Uo.)
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Veress. In October, when Admiral Horthy sent General Faracho,* Count Teleki Geza
and Szentivany Domonkos to Moscow to prepare the way for an armistice, he gave
instructions to General Veress and General Miklos that, upon receipt of a telegram
worded , Execute order One of the 1** March, 1920%, they should carry out a volte-face
and turn against the Germans. On the morning of the 15™ October, Admiral Horthy
despatched this telegram. It was not received by the generals, however, because Staft-
Colonel Nadas suppressed it. Thus General Miklos was unable to carry out the Regent’s
instructions and only went over to the Russians® after the Szalasi ,,Putsch.” Colonel
General Veress fell into the hands of the Germans. General Miklos later proceeded to
Debrecen, where he was appointed Prime Minister.**

It is worthy of note that in 1943, when Jewish estates were confiscated, General
Miklos received one of them, of 100 hold, in Cebe® near Budapest. When the Russians
liberated that area in November 1944 the former Jewish owner reoccupied his estate. It
is alleged that General Miklos instructed the Minister of the Interior to issue a Special
Decree by which the Jew was ¢jected from his estate.

General Miklos is rather a weak character and a puppet in Russian hands. He fears
that if he loses his present position he may be called before the People’s Court as a
»reactionary”, and consequently he gives the impression that he is ready to sacrifice
almost any principle, when Russian pressure became severe, so as to maintain Soviet
goodwill towards himself. Nevertheless his continued tenure of office is doubtful, as he
is anathema to the ,,Left”.

11. Nagy, Ferenc.

Smallholders’ party. — Minister of Reconstruction.

Born in 1903 of peasant stock in the village of Bisse, County of Baranya. He helped
his father to farm until he was 28 years of age. Joined the Peasant Movement and later
assisted Tildy, Zoltan, to found the Independent Smallholders™ party, becoming the
party’s first secretary, an office held by him until his recent selection as president of
the party. He has long been active as a writer of political articles, but was not elected

# Faragho Gébor.

#1944 okedber 16-dn vezérkari féndkével egyiitt [épte 4t a szovjet arcvonalat. (Uo.)

“1944. december 2-t8l 1945. november 15-ig az Ideiglenes Nemzeti Kormany miniszterelnoke, 1945.
janudr 26-t6l a Nemzeti Fétandcs tagja, november 12-¢én szolgilaton kiviili viszonyba helyezték. 1947-
ben a vilasztésokon a Magyar Fuggetlenségi Part képviseletében szerzett manddtumot, amit november
20-4n megsemmisitettek visszaélésekre hivatkozva. (Uo.)

% Feltehet8leg Czebe-puszta Kiskérds mellett.

4 Helyesen: 1903. oktdber 8.; elhunyt: 1979. jinius 12., Fairfax, Virginia, USA. Gazddlkodé, 1930-t6l
a Fuggetlen Kisgazdapdrt fétitkdra, 1943-tdl orszagos f6titkara, 1945-tél orszagos alelnoke, a Magyar
Parasztszovetség alapité elndke, az Ideiglenes Nemzeti Kormany tjjaépitési minisztere, nemzetgy(ilési
elnok, a Nemzeti Fétandcs tagja, miniszterelnok és egyidejileg két hétig honvédelmi miniszter. Kulfol-
di szabadsdgdrél 1947 mdjusaban mar nem térhetett haza, majd kénytelen volt lemondani. (IZsAx-Po-
LOSKEI-ROMsICS—-URBAN, 2003, 142-145.)
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to the Chamber until 1939 when he obtained a seat in Baranya County as a member
of the Smallholders’ party. During the war he was in opposition to the Government.
After the coup d’Etat of March 1944 he was arrested by the Gestapo as a signatory
of a celebrated memorandum issued in 1943 by the Smallholders” party demanding
Hungary’s withdrawal from the war, and was imprisoned until the 10 October, 1944.
Remained in —Budapest in hiding till the fall of the city. Editor-in-chief of the Kis
Ujsag, the Smallholders’ party paper. He was appointed Minister of Reconstruction in
May 1945.

M. Nagy creates the impression of being honest, straightforward and a true patriot.
He has shown considerable willingness to talk openly to the Minister Designate and
members of the British Political Mission.

12. Nagy, Imre.

Communist — Minister for Agriculture.

Born at Kaposvar in 1904 of peasant stock. Left his father’s farm to open a workshop
for repairing tractors for the large landowners. In 1920 he joined the Communist
party, and the end of 1930 travelled to Moscow, where he learnt Russian and attended
a university course in agriculture. After graduating he worked on a number of collective
farms. During the war he was manager of a large collective farm in Siberia. He is said
to be a first-class expert in agriculture and to have specialised in problems of soil
improvement.

13. Oltvéanyi, Dr. Imre.

Smallholders’ Party. — Minister of Finance.

Born in 1898%. His original name was Artinger. Roman Catholic. At the university
he graduated in Economics. After the fall of Bela Kun he said to have displayed great
courage in openly protecting his Jewish friends who were being persecuted at the
university. After the university he became a clerk in the National Bank, and a staunch
adherent of the Smallholders’ party. This connexion obtained him the appointment
of governor of the National Bank. He is a man of small calibre, with the outlook of

Helyesen: 1896. junius 7., Kaposvar; elhunyt: 1958. jinius 16., Budapest. Lakatossegéd, agrarkézgaz-
dész, az Ideiglenes Kormany foldmuvelésiigyi minisztere, majd beliigyminiszter. 1947 és 1949 kozott
orszaggyllési elndk. Volt élelmezési, begytjiési és kiiltigyminiszter is, valamint a Minisztertandcs el-
nékhelyettese, elndke és miniszterelndk. Az ellene folytatott perben haldlra ftéleék és 1958. jinius 16-
an kivégezeék. (BOLONY, 1987, 337.)

4 Helyesen: 1893. februdr 20. Bacsalmds; elhunyt: 1963. janudr 13. Budapest. Miivészettorténész, 1943-
tél a kisgazdapart polgri tagozatdnak elndke. 1945-t6l a Magyar Nemzeti Bank és a Pénzintézeti Koz-
pont ideiglenes vezetéje, majd a Magyar Nemzeti Bank elnoke, az Orszdgos Gazdasdgi Tandcs elndke,
az Ideiglenes Nemzeti Kormany pénziigyminisztere, rendkiviili kovet és meghatalmazott miniszter,
berni magyar kovet. 1949-t6] a Magyar Nemzeti Miizeum elnéke, majd a Szépmuivészeti Mazeum £6-
igazgatdja. (BOLONY, 1987, 341.)
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a provincial banker and he has no international connexions. He is, however, a highly
cultivated man and an acknowledged expert on pictures. He was also an athlete. He
is married; his wife is of Jewish origin, but has been converted. He speaks French and
German. He was appointed Minister of Finance in August 1945.

14. Ortutay, Dr. Gyula.

Smallholders’ party. — Chairman of Hungarian Radio (Broadcasting Corporation) and
Hungarian Telegraph Bureau.

Roman Catholic. Born in 1910% at Szabadka, graduated at Szeged University in
Hungarian literature and ethnography. Lecturer at Szeged University till 1935, when
he joined the staft of the Hungarian Radio Corporation. Was then already a member
of the Smallholders’ party. Has always shown sympathy for Anglo-Saxon, and in
particular American, culture. His name is well-known in the literary and scientific
world, but he has, so far, displayed very little political activity. Ortutay has shown
every inclination of being friendly with the British Political Mission and has offered
to place the different branches of the Radio Company at the disposal of the Mission
for furthering the development of British cultural relations with Hungary. One or
two officials have, however, hinted that Ortutay’s friendship is not quite so sincere as
it outwardly appears to be.

15. Rékosi, Maty4s.

Communist. — Leader of the Communist party.

Born in 1891 in the country of Bacska®. Son of a poultry merchant. Real name
Rosenfeld. Educated at Sopron and Szeged and later, after his father’s bankruptcy, at
the commercial academy in Budapest. He then spent four years as a clerk in a small
banking concern in London, but got into trouble with the London police on account
of his activities as a Communist agitator and lost his job. Spent the first world war®!
in Hungary and became Deputy Commissar for Commerce during the Bolshevist
régime of 1919. After the collapse of the régime fled to Vienna and later visited Paris,
Hamburg and Berlin. In all these centres he carried on Communist agitation and was

¥ Helyesen: 1910. marcius 24.; elhunyt: 1978. marcius 22., Budapest. Etnografus, népmesekutatd, muize-
umigazgatd. 1945 és 1946 kozott a Magyar Rédi6 elnoke, 1946-t6l egyetemi tandr, késdbb 1957-1963
kozott a budapesti egyetem rektora. 1945-t8l az MTA levelez8, majd 1958-t6l rendes tagja. 1947-1950
kozoee vallds- és kozokratdsiigyi miniszter, 1958-tél az Elnoki Tandcs tagja. (BOLONY, 1987, 342.)

% Helyesen: 1892. mércius 9., Ada, Bics-Bodrog megye; elhunyt: 1971. februér 5., Gorkij, Szovjetunio.

Magéntisztvisel8, 1918-t6l a KMP tagja. A sztlinista totalitérius rendszer réla elnevezett, rettegett

magyarorszigi vezetdje és irdnyitdja. 1962-ben kizdrték a partbol. Hamvai a Farkasréti temetSben van-

nak. (BOLONY, 1987, 352.)

Az L. vilighdboruban orosz frontra keriilt, ahol 1915-ben hadifogsigba esett, és Szibéridba victék.

(TARJAN M. Tamds: 1944. oktdber 15. A kiugrdsi kisérlet. In: Rubiconline. htep://www.rubicon.hu/

magyar/oldalak/1971_februar_5_rakosi_matyas_halala/)
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imprisoned in Vienna and Paris. Returned to Hungary in 1929 and was sentenced to
15 years’ penal servitude’’. Was granted an amnesty in 1940 and proceed to Russia,
where he remained until the autumn of 1944. M. Rakosi is an exceptionally well-read
and cultured individual.

16. Révai, Joseph.

Communist. — Author. One of the leaders of the Communist party. Member of the
Supreme National Council. Editor-in-chief of the Communist paper Szabad Nep.

Born in 1902%%. Old Communist. He lived for some time in Vienna** and in 1935%
went to Moscow, where he obtained the important post of Hungarian representative
in the Comintern. With Rakosi, Métyés, and Kallai, Gyula, he is now one of the ,,Big
Three” of the Hungarian Communist party. He returned to Hungary with the Red
Army and took a prominent part in the formation of the Government at Debrecen.
In co-operation with Balogh, Istvdn, Révai was responsible for establishing close
collaboration between the Communist party and the Smallholders’ party. In May 1945
he replaced Gerd, Ernd, as member of the supreme national Council when the latter
became Minister of Commerce. He is clever and unscrupulous, speaks Russian and
German. A> a member of the extreme Left of the Communist party, Révai now favours
rapprochement with Russia and opposes any form of orientation towards Britain or
America. He is now a severe critic of the Smallholders’ party.

17. Ries, Dr. Istvan.

Social Democrat. — Lawyer, Minister of Justice.

Born in 1885.5 Catholic. Dr. Ries has been a member of the Social Democrat party for
25 years. He is an expert in criminal and State law, with special knowledge of English
and American legal codes, and also of social and economic questions in England and
America. After the liberation of the capital, he became a member of the National
Committee of Budapest. He was largely responsible for organising the People’s Courts
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1924-ben tért vissza Magyarorszdgra. 1925-ben kilencévnyi, 1934-ben pedig életfogytiglani borténre

itéleék. 1940-ben a Teleki-kormany Vas Zoltdnnal egyiitt ,eleserélte” az orosz kézre keriile 1848-as hon-

véd zaszlékra. (Uo.)

Helyesen: 1898. oktéber 12. Budapest; elhunyt: 1959. augusztus 4. Balatonaliga. [r6, hirlapiré, tisztvi-

sel8, marxista ideolégus, publicista. 1918-tél a KMP tagja. (BOLONY, 1987, 353.)

4 1919-ben szokote Auszeridba. (hetp://mek.oszk.hu/01900/01937/heml/szerviz/kislex/biograf/revai.
htm)

% Elészor 1934-ben jutott ki Moszkvéba, de 1937-té] Prigaban tevékenykedett, 1939-ben tért vissza

Moszkviba. (Uo.)

As a member...

Helyesen: 1885. november 14., Kiingds, Veszprém megye; clhunyt: 1950. szeptember 15., Véc. 1912-

t8l budapesti tigyvéd, 1933-t6l 1948-ig szocidldemokrata vezetd, az Ideiglenes Nemzeti Kormdny

igazsdgiigyminisztere, majd igazsagigyminiszter. 1950-ben a Népgazdasdgi Tandcs tagja, julius 7-én

letartdzeattik, a bortonben belehalt az elszenvedett bantalmazasba. (BOLONY, 1987, 354.)
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and the procedure connected with them. He is extremely cultured and generally
popular. He speaks English, French and German.

18. Santha, Dr. Kdlman.

Non-party. — Nerve specialist. Vice-President of the National Assembly.

Born in 1895.%% Formerly lecturer in nervous diseases in Debrecen University. Lived
a long time in America before 1940.” His wife, whom he married before leaving for
America, has for twenty years been a member of the Communist party.®’ Dr. Sdntha
has never taken any part in politics and consequently has no party label, but he is
said to be very much under the influence of his wife and hence of the Communists.
It was probably for this reason that the Communists Rafai, Joszef,*! and Gerd, Erné,
engineered his appointment in 1944 as Vice-President of the National Assembly.® He
is well educated and speaks English and German, but appears to be somewhat lacking
in character.

19. Szakasits, Arpéd.

Social Democrat. — President of the Social Democrat party, president of the Budapest
National Committee, Member of the National Assembly, editor-in-chief of the
Nepszava.

Roman Catholic, born in 1888.° A journalist by profession. Though not a
Communist himself, he took an active part in the Communist régieme® of 1919 and was
employed in the Commissariat for Home Affairs, without, however, committing himself
so deeply that he was unable to remain in Hungary after the collapse of the régime. In
1926 he became secretary of the Social Democrat party and in 1928 secretary-general.

%8 Sziiletett: 1903. julius 12. Nagybecskerek; elhunyt: 1956. december 12. Budapest. Akadémikus, egye-
temi tandr, a Debreceni Tudomanyegyetem Idegklinikdjanak igazgatdja, az egyetem rekrora. (htep://
www.deoec.hu/hirek.aspx?&nid=4721)

' 1936-tdl 1937-ig Rockefeller-6sztondijjal Montrealban dolgozott. 1937-ben Debrecenbe koltozott.

(Uo.)

Felesége, Majerszky Klira még egyetemi évei alatt bekapesolddott a baloldali ifjusagi mozgalomba,

majd 1945-ben tagja lett az MKP-nak. Sdntha K4lman azonban nem lett parttag. Miutan kidllt tébb

professzor mellett, akiket aztdn mégsem igazoltak, 1946. februdr 20-4n lemondott dékéni tiszeségé-
r8l. 1945-ben az MTA levelezd, majd rendes tagja, 1949-ben Kossuth-dijat kapott, amit folajanlott

a klinikdnak. 1949-ben nem tjitottdk meg felesége parttagsigat, 1951-ben kizértak az MTA-bdl, az

egyetemrdl is tdvoznia kellett. A Nagy Imre-kormdny idején térhetett vissza a tudomanyos életbe. 1956.

augusztus elsején nyilvinosan rehabilitaltdk, szeptember elsejével visszakapta debreceni professzori 4l-

lasét is, de ezt betegsége, majd haldla miatt mar nem tudta elfoglalni. 1990-ben posztumusz Széche-

nyi-dfjat kapott. (Uo.)

Révai Jozsef.

1944. december 16-an lett Debrecen képviseletében az Ideiglenes Nemzetgytilés tagja. (Uo.)

Helyesen: 1888. december 6., Budapest; elhunyt: 1963. mijus 3., Budapest. Kéfaragdsegéd, tjsdgiro.

(BOLONY, 1987, 365.)
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In 1940 he became editor of the Nepszava.®® Throughout the war he edited this paper
cleverly and courageously; as a member of the Budapest Municipal Council Szakasits also
frequently made speeches openly criticising the Government. From the spring of 1943 he
was in close contact with the Communists and the leader of the Smallholders’ party and
eventually persuaded his party to cooperate with the latter. Went into hiding in March
1944, but in August obtained with the Smallholder Tildy and the Communist Kallai,
an interview with the Regent and was responsible for persuading him to open armistice
negotiations with the Allies. Remained in hiding in Budapest during the siege. Szakasits
is intelligent and moderate rather than extremist in his views. He is not, however, a man
of action. At present he is entirely pro-Russian, but it is generally believed that he could
casily be reorientated westwards should the centre of gravity of Hungarian politics appear
to shift in that direction. He is a member of the board of directors of a film undertaking.
His present political alignment with the Communists is believed to have lost him the
sympathy of the rank and file of the Social Democrat party.

20. Szent Ivanyi, Sandor.

Citizens’ Democratic Party. — Unitarian Minister.
Member of Managing Council of Citizens’ Democratic party. Member of National
Assembly.

Born (in 1902)% and educated is Transylvania. From 22-24 years of age he studied
at Harvard University®” and later at Chicago University.*® He returned to Transylvania
in 1933 and incurred the displeasure of the Roumanian Government by exploiting
United Stated sympathies on behalf of Magyar minority. Moved to Budapest in 1939¢
and joined Citizens’ Democratic party. Has pro-Allied sympathies. Assisted persecuted
Jews. Clever and enthusiastic but no politician. Has played no réle” since liberation.
Ardent follower of Karolyi Mihaly.

©  1939-tél a szocidldemokrata part fétitkdra, a partvezet8ség tagja, a Népszava f8szerkesztbje; 1945-ben

a Budapesti Nemzeti Bizottsdg, 1945-t8] a févérosi torvényhatdsdgi bizottsag elndke, a Magyar f]jség-
irok Szovetségének elndke. 1950-ben koholt vadak alapjan keriile bortonbe, 1956-ban rehabilitalak.
1945 8szén a Nemzeti Fétandcs pottagja, az 1945-6s vélasztdsok utan dllamminiszter, volt ipariigyi
miniszter, koztdrsasdgi elnok, az Elnoki Tandcs elndke, majd késdbb az Elnski Tandcs tagja. (Uo.)

6 Sziiletete: 1902. janudr 18., Marosvésirhely; elhunyt: 1983. oktéber 16., Lancaster, Maryland, USA.

Lelkész, a teolégia tandra.

(http://www.tortenelmitar.hu/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6041&catid=

87%3 Asz&Itemid=678&lang=hu)

1926-ban észtdndijasként tanult a Harvard Universityn. (Uo.)

8 A Meadville Theological Schoolban 1947-ben doktori fokozatot szerzett. (Uo.)

@ 1941-t8l 1947-ig a budapesti unitdrius egyhdz elsé lelkésze, 1945-té] piispoki vikdriusa. 1944-ben an-
gol katondkat rejtegetett. 1945-ben részt vett a Polgari Demokrata Part megszervezésében, a part tigy-
vezetd elndke, majd elndke. Az Ideiglenes Nemzetgyilés tagja, majd az orszéggytilési valasztasok utan
a Nemzetgytlés tagja. 1946-ban Anglidba utazott, majd onnan az Egyesilt Allamokba, ahol végleg
letelepedett. (Uo.)
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21. Teleki, Count Geza.

Formerly Citizens’ Democratic party, is at time of writing non-party. — Minister for
Education.

Born in 1912 in Budapest,” son of Count Paul Teleki, the former Prime Minister
whose life ended so tragically. A geologist, he was originally (extraordinary) professor
in the Kolozsvar University” and still occupies himself with economic geography. He
attended school in Vienna; but has been also to Switzerland, France and England,
where he pursued studies in geology. In 1937 he returned home, working at first in the
Budapest Geological Institute and the accepting an invitation to a chair in Kolozsvér
University.

Only since July 1944 has Count Teleki been really actively engaged in politics.”
Till then he had been merely observing. In July 1944 he persuaded Horthy to enter
into armistice negotiations and to receive Tildy, Zoltan and Szakasits, Arpad, the
leaders of the Opposition then in hiding. He hates the Germans, whom he regards as
his father’s murderers. He temporised very cleverly, revealing nothing to the outside
world; the Germans never even suspected him, though he was one of their most
formidable antagonists in Hungary. He always remained in the background. When,
at the end of September 1944, he went to Moscow with the armistice delegation, no
one even guessed that he too was involved in the matter. He was the only member of
the delegation who did not merely nod in approval to Molotov but had the courage to
raise objections; he succeeded in impressing the Russians. When he returned with the
Russian troops, the Count was reluctant to accept a portfolio; the Russians however
insisted that he should be a minister. He is clever, liberal-minded, a real democrat. An
excellent geologist enjoying a good reputation in foreign countries and is the greatest
authority on the Transylvania situation. The attacks made on him constantly by
Communist and Socialists make no impression on him; but he is desperate respecting
the situation of the country. He was firmly convinced that Hungary would be allotted
to the sphere of interests of Britain and America and the indifference towards Hungary
shown by Great Britain and America depresses him terribly.

In May 1945 he accepted office as president of the Citizens’ Democratic party’* but
resigned from that party in July. For that he was attacked too; but he does not mind.
There is some talk of his going to Washington as Hungarian Minister when the time

7' Helyesen: 1911. november 27., Budapest; elhunyt: 1983. janudr 5., Mathias, West Virginia, USA. (Bo-
LONY, 1987, 375.)

Foldrajztudds, geoldgus, 1940-t8l Kolozsvéron az tjraindult Magyar Kirdlyi Ferenc Jézsef Tudomany-
cgyetem tandra, a gazdasdgfoldrajzi és geoldgiai intézet vezetdje.
(htep://www.fszek.hu/konyvtaraink/kozponti_konyvtar/kozossegi_informaciok_tara/
kalendarium/?article_hid=13520)

1944 és 1945 kozdtt milegyetemi tandr, az elézetes fegyversziineti delegacié tagja. (Uo.)

1945. aprilis 9-tél julius 26-ig a Polgari Demokrata Part elndke volt, a baloldali pértok tiltakozdsa miatt
lemondott. 1950-1955 kozétt Virginia allam egyetemének, 1955-t8l a George Washington Egyetem
tandra. Gyégyithatatlan betegsége miatt feleségével egyiitt dngyilkos lett. (Uo.)
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comes for a resumption of diplomatic relations. He speaks excellent English, French
and German, knows Italian and understands a little Russian. He is most anxious to
develop cultural relations between Hungary and Great Britain.

22. Tildy, Zoltan.

Smallholders’ party. — Evangelical Minister. Managing director of the Independent
Smallholders’ party.

Born in 1899 at Losonc.” Attended the Theological College at Papa™ and during
the year 1913-14 was a student at Belfast University. During the Great War became
assistant teacher at P4pd and took Holy Orders in 1916. Was a member of the
Smallholders’ Movement in 1930 when with Nagy, Ferenc, he founded the Independent
Smallholders’ party. In 1936 he was elected deputy and very soon became leader of the
party.”” He pursued an anti-German and democratic policy and during the whole of
the war was leader of the opposition. In the summer of 1943 he was mainly responsible
for a celebrated memorandum signed by the Smallholders” party demanding Hungary’s
withdrawal from the war. He narrowly escaped arrest by the Gestapo and continued
opposition underground. With the Communist Kallai, Gyula, and the Socialist
Szakasits, Arpéd, obtained an interview with the Regent and was responsible for
persuading him to open negotiations for an armistice in October 1944. During July
and August 1945 Tildy appeared to succumb to Communist influence and lost the
confidence of his party. In August 1945 he was appointed ,,managing director” of the
party and Nagy, Ferenc, was made president in his place. About the same time he was
appointed president of the newly-established Central National Committee”™ - an
institution created at the desire of the extreme Left parties apparently as a means of
subjecting the Government to their control.””

23. Vas, Zoltan

Communist. — Mayor of Budapest.
Born in 1905.*° His real name is Weinberger. In 1925, was arrested on a charge of
communistic agitation and spent 15 years in a convict prison, where he learned Russian.

7> Helyesen: 1889. november 18., Losonc; elhunyt: 1961. augusztus 3., Budapest. (BOLONY, 1987, 377.)
7 Pépa.

1943-t6l a Kisgazdapdrt iigyvezeté elnéke, 1945-t8] orszdgos partvezetsje. (Uo.)

Orszagos Nemzeti Bizottsag,

1945 augusztusitodl az Orszégos Gazdasagi Tandcs elndke, majd a valasztdsok utin miniszterelnék, a
Nemzeti Fétandcs tagja, majd koztdrsasagi elnck. 1948 ¢s 1956 kozote hazi Srizetben. 1956. oktdber
26. és november 4. kézott allamminiszter. 1957-ben 6 év bortonre itéleék, 1959-ben felfiiggesztették
biintetése végrehajtasat. (Uo.)

Sziiletett: 1903. augusztus 30., Budapest; elhunyt: 1983. augusztus 13., Budapest. A kommunista ifju-
sagi mozgalomban folytatott tevékenysége miatt 1920-ban kizdrtdk a Barcsai utcai gimnaziumbol.
1921-ben letartdztattak ifjikommunista szervezkedésért, majd fogolycsere révén Szovjet-Oroszor-
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Went to Moscow in 1940 and became a member of the Hungarian Propaganda Company
of the Red army. He returned with the Russians. After the liberation of Budapest, he
was entrusted with the work of organising the public supplies of the metropolis, where
his efforts secured him great, though perhaps unwarranted, popularity. Ambitious and
energetic, but has a reputation of being unreliable. He has shown himself unhelpful to
this Political Mission and is thought to dislike the Anglo-Saxons.

24. Voros, General Janos.

Non-party. — Minister of War.®!

Educated in an Austrian Cadet School and the Hungarian Military Academy
(Ludovika).®? During the first world war he served in the artillery, and in 1916 was
appointed to the General Staff.¥ He remained in the army after the conclusion of
peace until 1944.% For a long time he was head of the Information Department in the
Ministry of War. It is said that the large capital at the disposal of the Standard Electric
Company, which manufactured radio sets, dates from this period.

In 1944 General Vorés was commander of the Székesfehérvar Army Corps.®> He
happened to be in Budapest on the 19* March, 1944, when the Germans entered, and
when he learned that there was to be no resistance he returned to Székesfehérvar and
issued an order that the Germans should be given a friendly reception. This gesture on
his part caused the new Prime Minister, Sztoyay,* to appoint him Head of the General
Staff. In spite of his chauvinism, he took no steps to eliminate those officers who were
pro-German.

During Sztoyay’s tenure of office, General V6ros paid three visits to Hitler. In the
second half of September, he was instructed by the Regent, Admiral Horthy, to request
that all troops fighting on Hungarian territory should be placed under Hungarian
command; Hitler refused to grant the request.

szdgba keriilt. 1924-ben visszajott Magyarorszagra, 1925-t61 1940-ig bortdnben volt, 1940-ben djra
kiengedték a Szovjetunidba. A felszabadulas utdn Budapesten kozellatasi kormanybiztos, majd pol-
garmester, a Gazdasdgi Fétandcs titkdra (1946-1949), az Orszdgos Tervhivatal elnoke (1949-1953).
A pértkézpont vezetdségének, a PB-nek tagja. 1956. november 23-4n letartéztattik, majd Roménidba
interndlték. A Nagy Imre-perbél kihagyték, de csak 1958 végén térhetett haza Magyarorszdgra. 1963-
ban nyugdijba ment és irodalmi tevékenységet folytatott. 1973-ban izgatds miatt eljérds indult ellene
tervezett életrajzi regénye miatt. (MARELYN-VIDA, 2005, 448-449.)

81 Sziiletett: 1891. marcius 25. Csabrendek, Zala megye; elhunyt: 1968. julius 23. Balatonfiired. Az
Ideiglenes Nemzeti Kormdny honvédelmi minisztere. (SZAKALY, 1994, 115-117.)

8 1907-1911 csdszari és kiralyi tiizérségi hadapréd iskola, 1920-1921 Traiskirchen Hadi Akadémia.

(Uo.)

1918. marcius 25-t8] majusig vezérkari tanfolyam hallgatd. 1918 médjusatdl a 38. honvéd gyalogos ha-

dosztaly vezérkari tisztje. (SZAKALY, 1994, 369-370.)

84 1944. 4prilis 19-t8l oktéber 16-iga Honvéd Vezérkar Fénéke. (Uo.)

1943 februdrjitdl vezérezredes, novembertdl 1944. aprilis 19-ig a székesfehérvéri I1. hadtest parancsno-

ka. (SzakAvy, 1994, 115.)

Sztojay.
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General Vorés was aware of the armistice negotiations which Admiral Horthy had
initiated; he gave information to the Regent, but he did not give orders to the army to
resist, as he should have done. On the contrary, he tried to dissuade the admiral from
the negotiations.

When General Farago and Count Geza Teleki signed the armistice on the 11
October, General Vo6ros should have called a meeting of all army commanders. He
did not do so, but departed for Lake Balaton, and, during the most critical moment
of Hungarian history, the Regent had to send a special courier to recall him to
Budapest.’” The last army order issued by General Voros was: ,Retreat but maintain
the closest liaison with the Germans.” For this treachery, Staff-Colonel Véri called
him to account, but General V6rés denied having given the order, asserting that it
originated from Major-General Laszlé. Three witnesses, however, know otherwise;
they are General Miklos, the present Prime Minister, Staff-Colonel Keri and Colonel
Csukassy.

Some hours after Admiral Horthy’s radio declaration on the 15 October, General
Vorés issued an Order of the Day to the effect that the declaration did not mean that
resistance should cease.*® On the 16™ October he was arrested by the Germans, but was
released the following day. He then went to Balaton, thence to Kecskemét, and hid in a
monastery. He was then taken by the Russians and conducted to Marshal Malinovszki’s
headquarters® where he claimed to be the Regent’s representative, endowed with ,,full

8 A Honvéd Vezérkar f6ndke megsértédote és 14-én délel6te Balatonalmadiban a Hadiakadémia kihe-
lyezett végzds évfolyaménak tartott katonapolitikai tédjékoztatdt. Két intézkedését ugyanis negligal-
tak. Egyfeldl javasolta a kormdnyzénak, hogy az 1. hadsereg parancsnokanak torzssz4lldsan jelentse
be a fegyversziinetet, s elrendelte a kormdnyzdi kiilonvonat, a Turdn el8készitését. Lakatos javaslatdra
azonban Horthy clutasitotta a huszti utazds tervét. Masfeldl 14-ére Szatmarnémetibe rendelte az 1. és
2. hadsereg parancsnokat és vezérkari fénokét eligazitdsra. Ezt a kormdnyzé azért utasitotta el, mert
Vattay az okedber 11-i vérbeli eligazitdsra hivatkozva feleslegesnek mindsitette.
(http://mek.oszk.hu/02100/02185/html/69.html 2013. 08.15.; TARJAN M., 1944. oktéber 15. A ki-
ugrdsi kisérlet, i. m.)

Az el8re megbeszélt jelmondat csak a 2. magyar hadsereg parancsnokéhoz, Veress Lajoshoz jutott el, de
mar késén, mert mire intézkedhetett volna, német fogsagba keriilt. V6ros Jinos megbizottjin keresztiil
az 1. magyar hadsereg vezetdjét, Miklds Béldt is megprobélta értesiteni, Kapitanfty Albin vezérkari
Srnagy azonban megtagadta utasitdsde, igy a vezérezredes csupdn a proklamaciordl értesiilt, az aallasi
parancsr6l nem. Vords hdrom utdn érkezett vissza szolgdlati helyére. Helyettese, Laszlé Dezsé altd-
bornagy vezetésével beosztottai szimon kérték, majd sarokba szoritottdk a Honvéd Vezérkar fénokét.
Vorossel 4j hadparancsot fogalmaztattak, ami 17.20-kor elhangzott a Rédiéban. A hadparancs meg-
fogalmazdsat kovetSen Srséget allitottak Voros ajtaja elé, majd 16-dn aldirattak vele egy nyilatkozatot,
hogy nem szegiil szembe Szalasival. Ezutdn szabadon Balatonfiiredre tdvozott, majd oktober végén dt-
szokott a szovjet oldalra. Ldszlé Dezs6t, miutdn Miklos Béla a szovjet arcvonalat 4tlépte, az 1. hadsereg
parancsnokévé nevezték ki a nyilasok. (Uo.)

Kalandos tton jutott el Kecskemétre, ahol a ferences rendhdzban rejtézott el. November 1-jén 6nként
jelentkezett a Vorés Hadsereg képvisel8jénél, majd november 3-4n kidlevanyban szélitotta fel a ka-
tondkat és Budapest lakossdgat a németekkel szembeni ellenallasra. November 7-én Moszkvaba ment,
ahol részt vett az ott tartézkodé magyar fegyversziineti bizottsdg targyaldsain. (SzAKALY, 1994, 116.)
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powers””® He aspired to become Deputy Regent, but had to content himself with the
portfolio of War Minister.

General Vorés fears that he may be called before the People’s Court to account
for his behaviour during the war, and, in an endeavour to avoid this, he has been
trying to ingratiate himself with the Communist party. He has had no success in this
regard, however, and is now anxious to gain the goodwill of the British and American
Missions.”!

25. Zsedenyi, Dr. Bela.

Non-party. — President of the Provisional National Assembly. Member of the Supreme
National Council.

Born in 1893°* at Miskolc. Obtained his doctor’s degree in the Legal Faculty of the
Budapest University. He was a master at the Legal Academy at Miskolc,” at the same
time he took an active part in politics. He taught Public Law and International Law.
Although he believed in liberal principles and entertained democratic ideas, he was
nevertheless an official of the Miskolc Branch of the Saint Istvan Bajtersi Szovetsag™ (i.
e., a University Society which fostered legitimist ideas) because his students elected him
to this position and he did not wish to turn down this mark of appreciation by them.
Originally his political activities only consisted in writing a few newspaper articles.
In 1935 he stood for Parliament in Miskolc, representing the Democratic party.” As,
however, he did not obtain the necessary number of recommendations, he established
contact with the Social Democrat party. This was the first united electoral front in
Hungary between a citizen party and the Social Democrats. It is largely due to his
activities that Miskolc became a fortress of opposition even in spite of the reactionary
Lord-Lieutenant Borbély-Maczky. In 1939 Doctor Zsedenyi together with Brody,
Erné, and the Social Democrat Reisinger, Ferenc, created in Miskolc the first Municipal
Council in Hungary with a Democrat majority. He continued writing articles for the
Budapest press. After the outbreak of war he resigned his post at the Legal Academy. In
aletter supporting his resignation which he addressed to the Minister of Education and

% 1944. dprilis 19-t8l 1944. oktéber 16-ig vezérezredes, a Honvéd Vezérkar Fénoke. (SzakALy, 1994,
115-116.)

1949. marcius 25-én ,hiitlenség gyantja” miatt letartézeattdk, 1950. junius 9-én életfogytiglani fegy-
hézra {téleék. 1956-ban szabadult, 1992-ben {téletét a Legfelsébb Birésig megsemmisitette. (SZAKALY,
1994, 117-118.)

Helyesen: 1894. 4prilis 5., Aknasugatag, Mdramaros megye; elhunyt: 1955. februdr 8., Budapest, Koz-
ma utcai Gytjtéfoghdz, a 301-es parcelldban temették el. (http://www.parlament.hu/elnok/tort_el-
nok/zsedenyi.pdf 2013. augusztus 2.)

1925-t8l a Miskolci Evangélikus Jogakadémia rendkiviili, majd rendes tandra. 1944. janudr 1-jétésl
nyugdijaztatta magt és a févdrosba kéltdzve tigyvédként tevékenykedett. (Uo.)

Szent Istvan Bajtarsi Szovetség.

1929-ben a szocidldemokratakkal koz6s listdn keriilt be a vdrosi térvényhatésigi bizottsagba Miskol-
con, a Fiiggetlen Demokrata Part egyik helyi vezetéje. (Uo.)
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Public Welfare, he stated that he could not teach law in a country where there was no
law—this largely referred to the anti-Jewish measures. The contents of his letter created
great interest throughout the country. He then followed the practice of a solicitor in
Budapest but he visited Miskolc frequently, where he founded a newspaper called Reggel
Hirlap,*® of which he became chief editor. He was always in opposition to pro-German
Governments. On the 19* March, 1944, the Government suppressed his paper and he
returned to Miskolc. After the Szalasi ,,Putsch” he was arrested and interned. When the
Russians were nearing Budapest, the Nyilasok prepared to deport him, but he was freed
by a policeman. He went to Debrecen and continued his activities. Dr. Zsedenyi took
part in the formation of the Provisional National Assembly and became its President.
As such, he became a member of the Supreme National Council on its formation.” He
is believed to be a sincere patriot.

% Felsémagyarorszdgi Reggeli Hirlap, 1944. 4prilis 16-ig, a lap betiltdsdig annak f8szerkesztéje. (Uo.)

77 1945. december 7-ig a Nemzeti Fétandcs elnoki tiszeét is betoltdtte. 1945. november 29-t8] meghivas
alapjan lett a Nemzetgyilés tagja. 1947 nyardn részt vett a Pfeiffer Zoltdn vezette Magyar Fuggetlensé-
gi Part megalapitdsiban. 1947 novemberében elnyert manditumdt megsemmisitett¢k, partjdnak ma-
kodésée betiltotrak. 1950-ig az AVO ellenérzése alatt iigyvédként dolgozott. 1950-ben koholt vidak
alapjan letartoztatték, majd életfogytiglani fegyhdzra ftéleék. 1955-ben a bortdnben meghalt. 1957-
ben itéletét hatdlyon kiviil helyeztek, az eljardst a vid ejtésével 1963-ban megsziintették, de a csaladot
1989 juliusdig nem értesitetrék. 1990-ben tjratemették. (Uo.)
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