
Magyarok mindenütt… 
Végvári [Reményik Sándor] 
 
Magyarok mindenütt a végeken, 
E csikorgó, vad téli éjeken, 
 
Kiknek nincs takarótok, vértetek: 
A csillagokra gyakran nézzetek! 
 
Úgy nézzetek a csillagokra, bátor 
Szívvel, mint hajdan a rab prédikátor 
 
Kemény gályapadokon, láncok között. – 
Mert íme, nincs már, ami összeköt 
 
Egymással minket, csak a csillagok. 
Fényök, mint Etelközben, úgy ragyog. 
 
De ködön át, de szemfödélen át, 
Vajon ma merre mutat új hazát? 
 
Magyarok, mindenütt a végeken, 
Posta nem jár a téli éjeken, 
 
Levél nem száll kedvestıl kedvesig, 
Ércdrótok a hírt nem rezegtetik: 
 
Élünk-e még vagy sírban pihenünk? – 
Csak a csillagos ég közös velünk. 
 
Az ezerévnél ısibb csillagok, 
Mint Etelközben, fényök úgy ragyog. 
 
Fenn a Fiastyúk ırzi fiait: 
Mi nagybeteg anyánk virrasztjuk itt. 
 
Magyarok, kiknek nincsen vértetek, 
A csillagokra gyakran nézzetek! 
 
Egy csillagra nézünk mi mind, merın, 
Keleten, délen, völgyben, bérctetın. 
 
És érezze, ki rokonához vágyik: 
Ezer mérföldrıl azt nézi a másik. 
 
Ha elvész, összeomlik itt a hon: 
Találkozunk azon a csillagon. 

Magyars Everywhere... 
Végvári [Reményik Sándor] 
 
Magyars, in the borderlands everywhere,  
Facing these wild winter nights, the cold air,  
 
Who have no suit of armor for defense,  
Look often at the stars in confidence!  
 
Look upon the stars with dauntless hearts and bold,  
As the captive preachers¹ did in days of old,  
 
On rough galley benches, in heavy chains.  
To unite us all nothing else remains  
 
But the stars above twinkling in the night.  
In Etelköz² they shone with the same light.  
 
But through the mist and fog, through the winding sheet,  
To what new homeland will their light now lead?  
 
Magyars, in the borderlands everywhere,  
No mail goes through on cold winter nights there,  
 
No letters from sweetheart to sweetheart fly,  
No news the metal wires electrify:  
 
Are we alive, or in the world beyond?  
Only the starry sky's our common bond.  
 
The stars more ancient than our thousand years³.  
As in Etelköz, their light still appears.  
 
The Brooding Hen above guards its young chicks.  
We're staying up with Mom who's very sick.  
 
Magyars, who have no armor for defense,  
Look often at the stars with confidence!  
 
Let's all gaze steadily at the star,  
East or south, in vale or peak afar.  
 
Let those who you yearn to be with their kin, know:  
A thousand miles away they too watch so.  
 
Should our homeland here be lost in defeat,  
On that very star once again we'll meet,  



1. In the 16th century many Protestant preachers from Transylvania were sold as galley slaves in a Habs-
burg effort to suppress Protestantism.  

2. Etelköz, located in the area of lower Dnieper, Bug, Dniester, Prut and Seret Rivers was the last of 
the  "original homes" of the Hungarians in the course of their westward migration, before they settled in 
the   Carpathian Basin in the 9th century A.D.  

3. Hungary celebrated its thousand years of existence in 1896.  
4. "Brooding Hen" is the Hungarian name for the Pleiades.    
 

Translated by Erika Papp Faber 
as found in "A Sampler of Hungarian Poetry - 

Ízelítı a magyar költészetbıl", 
Romanika Kiadó  
 
Reményik Sándor (1890-1941) was a contributor of poetry to Transylvanian newspapers before World War I, 
and continued to write even after the Rumanian occupation following the dictated "Treaty" of Trianon, using 
the pseudonym "Végvári". At first, his poetry was circulated samizdat fashion, by means of handwritten cop-
ies.  His purpose was to nurse the scattered Hungarian flames and to encourage perseverence.  
 
By becoming Editor of Pásztortőz (Shepherd's Fire), a literary weekly, he emerged as the guiding light of 
post-World War I Hungarian literature in Transylvania.  In 1926, he received the Petıfi Society's poetry 
prize, and was the recipient of the Baumgarten Prize for literature, twice.   
 
A hundred years after Trianon, Reményik's poem still conveys the cold isolation of Hungarians cut off from 
their loved ones by foreign borders, while at the same time they are united by familial and national bonds 
that transcend any man-made borders. 

From the earliest period of Christi-
anity some Christians were drawn 
to the hermit life.  This is probably 
a result of the way Jesus began 
his ministry, which is mentioned in 
the gospels of Matthew, Mark and 
Luke.  After he was baptized by 
John, Jesus went into the wilder-
ness: “At once the Spirit drove him 
out into the desert, and he re-
mained in the desert for forty days, 
tempted by Satan.  He was among 
wild beasts, and the angels minis-
tered to him.”  (Mark 1:12-13). 
 
Probably the first, as well as the 
most prominent of the Christian 
hermits was Saint Paul of 
Thebes.  As a teenager he fled 

from Thebes (the ruins of the city 
are in present-day Luxor, Egypt) to 
the desert near the Red Sea to 
avoid the persecution of Christians 
in Egypt by the Roman Emperor 
Decius in the year 250.  He ended 
up living out his life in a mountain 
cave near a spring and a palm 
tree, which was his main suste-
nance, until a raven began bring-
ing him bread when he was 43 
years old.  Shortly before he died, 
at the approximate age of 113, he 
was visited by Saint Anthony the 
Great of Egypt.  Not long after this 
Anthony returned for a second visit 
and found Paul dead.  Legend has 
it that Anthony buried him there 
with two lions helping him dig the 

The Paulines  Celebrate 750 Years:  
(Elsı Remete Szent Pál Rendje)  

 
Charles Balintitt Jr.  

 

We could not  al low this  year to pass w ithout remembering the 750 th  anniversary year of 
the death of Blessed Özséb, Founder of the only  Hungarian monastic Order. 

Szent Özséb  



grave. 
 
Halfway through the Middle or 
Dark Ages there was an increase 
in the acceptance of eremitical 
monasticism as a way to salva-
tion.  For example, in the late 
11th century, Peter the Hermit of 
Amiens, France led the People’s 
Crusade to the Holy Land.  The 
most notable of the Hungarian 
hermits was Özséb (Eusebius). 
 
Blessed Özséb of Esztergom, 
Hungary was born at the turn of 
the 13th century.  He came from a 
rich family and studied to be-
come a priest.  During the time of 
his ministry, he met numerous 
hermits from the Pilis Moun-
tains.  In 1246, about four years 
after the first Mongol invasion of 
Hungary, Özséb received per-
mission from his bishop to be-
come a hermit.  A few years later 
he had a vision of small flames, 
representing the individual her-
mits (see our header), and felt a 
call to gather the hermits in the 
area to form a monastery.  He 
immediately went about doing 
this,  uniting certain individual  
hermits along with another group 
of hermits, who had formed a 
monastery at Jakab-hegy 
(Jacob’s Hill) in 1225.  As a result 
of these efforts, in 1250, one 
thousand years after Paul en-
tered his cave, Özséb founded 
the Order of Saint Paul the First 
Hermit.  The Pauline Order is the 
only monastic order founded in 
Hungary and it is still in existence 
today. 
 
Novices were always told: "You 
are here to pray and do penance 
not only for yourself, but also for 
your Hungarian homeland and 
people." 
 
In 1262, Özséb travelled to 
Rome to get the approval of 
Pope Urban IV for his new mo-
nastic order.  In doing so, he had 
the approval not only of the first 
Hungarian Cardinal, Báncsa István 

(the bishop who allowed him to 
become a hermit), but that of Saint 
Thomas Aquinas as well.   

Özséb died on January 20th, 1270 
in the cloister of Szentkereszt of
(Holy Cross), in the first of 16  



monasteries established during his 
20 years as leader of this fellow-
ship.  The final approval for the Or-
der of Saint Paul from the Holy See 
came 38 years later, on December 
13, 1308, when Cardinal Gentile 
Portino da Montefiore went to Hun-
gary as the envoi of Pope Clement 
V. 
 
In 1382, King Louis the Great sent 
his nephew, László of Opeln to 
found a hilltop monastery at Jasna 
Góra, Poland where a small 
wooden church already existed.   
Accompanied by 16 Pauline monks 
from the monastery of  
Márianosztra, they brought with 
them the painting which became 
known as Our Lady of Czesto-
chowa, or the Black Madonna. 
 
The first entirely Hungarian transla-
tion of the Bible (1456) is attributed 
to the Pauline monk Bátori László 
(1420-1456).  It was numbered 
among the Corvinas of King 
Mátyás, but unfortunately disap-
peared in the turbulent Turkish 
times that followed. 
 
Before becoming Pope Alexander 
VI, Rodrigo Borgia had been 
Bishop of Eger and Abbot at Pé-
tervárad, and knew the Paulines 
well.  So it may be understandable 
that, as Pope (1492-1503), he en-
trusted the Christianization of the 
New World to the Hungarian 
Pauline Order. (Detailed informa-
tion about 300 traveling Paulines 
was recorded in the “Archivo de las 
Indias” in Cadiz.) 
 
The same Pope asked the Paulines 
to use astronomical methods to 
draw up a Line of Demarcation be-
tween the two contending colonial 
powers, Spain and Portugal.  As a 
result of their work, the Pope is-
sued the bull “Inter caetera”, fol-
lowed by the Treaty of Tordesillas 
in 1494, by which Spain and Portu-
gal divided the world among them-
selves.  A circle of latitude was 
drawn 371 leguas (1 legua equaled 
3.5 miles) west of the Cape Verde 
Islands, with areas east of this line 

granted to Portugal, and those west 
of it to Spain.  (Eventually, due to 
pressure by the King of Portugal, 
this line was moved toward the 
46th degree of longitude.) 
 
The bull “Los Reyes Catholi-
cos” published by Pope Alexander 
VI in 1501, meted out justice in re-
lation to the newly conquered ar-
eas, and ordered the spread of 
Christianity to the New Indies by 
the Paulines. 
 
The Pauline Order went on to have 
over 170 monasteries in Hungary 
at one time, while also spreading 
out to other countries including 
Germany, Poland and Sweden.   
Their high point came around the 
beginning of the 16th century when 
they were present in about 300 lo-
cations in numerous countries.  
 But many of them suffered greatly 
and their numbers were diminished 
due to world events, such as the 
invasion of the Turks, the defeat of 
Hungary in the Battle of Mohács in 
1526, and the subsequent occupa-
tion of the country for 150 years.   
Márianosztra, which once had ac-
commodated 300 monks, was also 
destroyed.  Rebuilding began only 
in 1711. 
 
The General Secretary of the Pauli-
nes, Father Cipriano of Laskir, had 
a copy painted of the miraculous 
image of Czestochowa.  To transfer 
its grace and power, the copy was 
touched to the original before being 
sent to Hungary, and miracles of 
healing have been recorded 
in Márianosztra as well. 
 
Then came the Protestant Refor-
mation, and later on, in 1786, 
Habsburg ruler Joseph II closed all 
religious houses, including  
Márianosztra.  For 72 years, the 
monastery stood empty, and then 
was turned into a women’s prison.   
Under Communist rule, it became a 
men’s penitentiary, having Cardinal 
Mindszenty József as one of its 
inmates for a while. 
 
According to Pázmány Péter, the 

16th-17th century Jesuit theologian, 
the fate of Hungary was tied to the 
Paulines:  If they prospered, so 
would the country; if not, the coun-
try would go into decline as well.  
 
Today there are about 70 some 
odd monasteries scattered in about 
16 countries with a total of over 500 
monks worldwide.  Probably the 
most famous site outside of Hun-
gary is the Polish Monastery of Our 
Lady of Jasna Góra in Czesto-
chowa, Poland.  
 
One of the current Hungarian loca-
tions for the Pauline monks is the 
Gellért Hill Cave in Budapest, 
which is also known as Saint Ivan’s 
Cave.  Saint Ivan was also a her-
mit, who was known to have healed 
the sick with the thermal spring wa-
ter found in front of his cave.  This 
is the current source of the famous 
thermal baths of the Gellért Hotel. 
 
The cave was reconstructed and 
expanded by the Pauline monks in 
the 1920’s.  This lasted until 1951, 
when the Communist government 
outlawed monastic orders in Hun-
gary.  The cave was raided and the 
head of the order, Vezér Ferenc, 
was condemned to death, while the 
other monks were sentenced to 5 
to 10-year prison terms and the 
cave was sealed.  The cave was 
reopened almost immediately after 
the fall of Communism in 1989.   
After a three-year restoration pe-
riod the Pauline monks returned.   
The cave once again served as a 
chapel and monastery, as well as a 
tourist attraction.  It is also known 
as the Chapel in the Rock  
(Sziklakápolna) or Gellért Hill Rock 
Church (Gellért-Hegyi  
sziklatemplom).  The cave was 
made in the image of Lourdes and 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary.  The 
actual name of the church is Our 
Lady of Hungary Rock Church  
(Magyarok Nagyasszonya-
sziklatemplom). 
 
The cave where Blessed Özséb 
had his vision to form the Pauline 
Order can be found in the town of  



Pilisszentkereszt, about 20 miles 
northwest of Budapest.  If not for 
the worldwide pandemic, this would 
have been a good year to visit, 
since 2020 has officially been pro-
claimed as the year of Blessed 
Özséb in Hungary in honor of the 
750th anniversary of his death. 
 
It is interesting to note that although 
he has been known as Blessed 
Özséb in Hungary for many centu-
ries, he was only officially beatified 
on February 8th, 2009 by Pope 
Benedict XVI.  His feast day is on 
January 20th. 
 
Charles Bálintitt Jr. is a working 
Customs Broker in Lawrence, NY 
and a member of the Magyar News 
Online Editorial Board. 
 

Bean Soup à la 
Jókai and Jókai 
Squares  
 
The recipes we cal l  "Jókai 
recipes" were actual ly cre-
ated by the w ife of  our  most 
famous author, the actress 
Laborfalvi  Róza.  Regardless, 
the soup is  great , and the 
dessert is del icious. 
 
Bean Soup  

Ingredients: 
1 lb. pinto beans¹ 
2 carrots 
1 parsnip 
2 parsley roots 
2 celery stalks 
1 medium onion, cut very fine 
2 cloves garlic, pressed through 
garlic press 
1 bay leaf 
Parsley greens 
4 oz lard, or 1 stick butter or marga-
rine 
2 Tbsp flour 
1 lb. smoked pork hocks 
1 lb. smoked debreceni kolbász² 
8 cups broth³ or water      
Salt to taste 
Paprika 
1 cup sour cream 
1 Tbsp vinegar (optional)  
Csipetke (Hungarian gnocchi) 

 
The night before, wash beans and 
soak overnight.  Next day, rinse 
beans and put into broth, add 
hocks, kolbász, and bay leaf.  Cook 
slowly for 15 minutes.   
Remove kolbász and set aside; 
cook the rest until the beans are 
half cooked.  Add cut up vegetables 
and continue cooking over medium 
heat.   
When hocks are cooked, remove 
and set aside. 
Make roux by melting lard, adding 
onion, garlic and flour.  Simmer until 
roux starts to change color.   
Remove from burner, wait until it 
stops sizzling, and add pa-
prika.  Mix and add to soup. 
Remove meat from bone and cut it 
into 1” squares.  Cut-up  kolbász  
and add both to the slowly boiling 
soup. Add csipetke and cook soup 
until they come to the top.  Remove 
from stove. 
At serving add a spoonful of sour 
cream on top.  May be flavored with 
vinegar. 
 
While soup is cooking 
make csipetke: 
1 egg 
1/3 cup flour – more if needed 
In a small bowl, mix egg and 
flour.  Work together until dough is 
smooth.  Dough should be hard.   
Take a small piece in one hand, 
and with your other thumb and in-
dex finger brake off a small bean-
sized piece. Continue until all 
dough is in small pieces. 
 
¹ I use 2 cans of canned beans and 
I add it to the soup when I add the 
meat and kolbász 
² Debreceni kolbász can be re-
placed by Polish kielbasa 
³ I use broth I make out of bones 
  
Jókai Squares 

Ingredients: 
Pastry: 
2 1/4 cups flour (30 dkg) 
1 3/4 sticks unsalted butter (20 dkg) 
1 1/4 cups confectioners’ sugar (10 
dkg) 
1 whole egg 
Seedless raspberry jam 
 

 Filling: 
2 egg yolks 
1 tsp vanilla extract 
¼ cup confectioners’ sugar – more 
if needed 
4-5 oz slivered almonds 
4-5 oz raisins 

Directions for Pastry: 
Mix flour and butter, add sugar and 
egg.  Work dough until smooth. Di-
vide dough into three pieces, roll 
each to fit  8” x 11”.  Place one on a 
baking sheet, pierce with a fork to 
stop pastry from bubbling up, and 
bake each in preheated 350° F 
oven for 8-10 minutes.  Turn off 
oven. 
While still warm, spread seedless 
raspberry jam on top.  Stack the 
sheets together. 
 
Directions for Filling: 
Mix egg yolks with sugar until 
smooth and fluffy.  Spread over top 
layer of pastry.  Sprinkle slivered  
almonds and raisins on top. 
Put pastry back into still warm oven 
for 10 minutes for egg yolk mixture 
to set. 
Cool completely before slicing into 
squares. 
 

 



Magyar Treasures:  
 Funeral Oration and Prayer  
Halotti Beszéd és Könyörgés 

 (ca. 1200)  
 

The “Halott i  Beszéd” ,  as  i t  is commonly re-
ferred to, is the ear l iest  surv iv ing contigu-
ous Hungarian text.   I t  dates back to 1192-
1195,  the reign of  King Béla II I ,  and was 
wri tten by one scr ibal  hand in Latin letters.  
It  is another one of  our Magyar Treasures. 
 
I t  is a template for a funeral  sermon cus-
tomari ly del ivered over a grave  
(sermo super sepulchrum)  and a prayer.  I t  
can be found in the Latin- language i l lumi-
nated manuscr ipt cal led the Pray-Codex 
( late 12th,  ear ly 13th century).   
 
  
My brethren, you see with your own eyes what we 
are, 
Surely we are but dust and ashes. 
God in his divine grace first made Adam our ances-
tor, 
And gave him Eden for his dwelling place. 
He bade him live on all the fruits of Eden, 
Forbidding the fruit of one tree only: 
“If you eat of this fruit, 
On that day shall you surely die the death of deaths.” 
 
And Adam heard God, his Creator, speak of his 
death; 
Yet he forgot.  He yielded to the Devil’s tempting, 
And ate of that forbidden fruit. 
In that fruit, he partook of death. 
So bitter was its juice, it burnt his throat. 
He ate death, not only for himself, 
But for all his children’s children. 
In anger, God cast Adam out of Eden, 
Into this world of toil and pain, 
And he became the nest of death and damnation, 
Himself and all his children’s children. 
 
Who are those children?  We are they, 
As you can see with your own eyes. 
None of us can escape that pit of doom, 
That grave towards which we surely go. 
Therefore we beg God’s grace 
For this poor soul, his pity, 
His mercy, and the forgiveness of sins. 
We ask the Blessed Virgin and the Blessed Archan-
gel Michael 
And all the angels to pray for him. 
We ask St. Peter, to whom God gave the power 
To bind and unbind, 

To deliver this man from all his sins. 
And we beg all the Saints to speak on his behalf 
Before Our Lord, that, hearing their prayers, 
He may forgive his sins, 
Set him free from the Devil and the tortures of Hell, 
Lead him back to Eden’s rest, show him the way to 
Heaven, 
And let him share in Heaven’s blessings. 
Let us cry out to the Lord three times: 
Kyrie eleison! 
Dearly beloved brethren, 
Let us pray for the soul of this poor man, 
Whom the Lord this day has freed 
From the prison of this false world, 
Whose body we bury today, 
That God in his grace may gather him 
To the bosom of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
Among the chosen ones, 
His saints who sit upon His right hand; 
And that this man’s soul may ascend 
When the Day of Judgment comes. 
So be it for you all. 
Clamate ter. (Cry three times): Kyrie Eleison! 



 Did you know....  
 
Karolina Tima Szabó and Olga 
Vállay Szokolay  
 
…that the tomb of András II 
(also known as Endre II), King of 
Hungary 1205-1235, was found? 
 
The Pázmány Péter Catholic Uni-
versity and the Museum of Bánát 
started the excavation below the 
Cistercian Monastery at Egres, in 
2013. Egres is a historically Hun-
garian town presently in Roma-
nia, about 10 kilometers from the 
Hungarian border in Temes 
County. Hungarian and Romanian 
archaeologists have been re-
searching the project and by 
now are 99% certain that what 
they found is the tomb of King 
András II and his second wife, 
Yolanda de Courtenay. 
 
The Monastery was founded by 
King Béla III, in 1179. His son, 
King András II, who was buried in 
1235, was a controversial mon-
arch. He recklessly spent royal 
funds. His first wife, Gertrude of 
Merania, favored her German 
kinsmen and was killed by the 
nobles whose support the King 
depended on. (This is the plot of 
the opera Bánk Bán by Ka-
tona József and Erkel Ferenc.) 
After his failed crusade to the 
Holy Land, the country was in a 
miserable state. Thus, in 1222, 
András II was forced to issue a 
royal charter, the Aranybulla  
(Golden Bull), that limited the 
royal rights and confirmed the 
rights of the  aristocracy.  
(See the April 2020 issue 
of www.magyarnews.org) 
  
The excavation is only 10% done. 
Unearthing the whole monastery 
will take another 10 years. There 
is not much hope of recovery of 
the remains of the royals, but it 
is important that the archaeolo-

gists show results by 2022, the 
anniversary of the Aranybulla. 
 
…that soon the blind may be 
able to see?  That is what the 
research of Hungarian-born scien-
tist, Botond Roska promises.   
With his scientist team of Basel, 
Switzerland, he has developed a 
gene therapy that makes dam-
aged retinas light-sensitive again, 
thus hoping to cure blindness and 
diseases. 
 
Clinical trials with blind people 
have already begun.  Five people 
signed up for the first trial.  Test 
results will be ready by the end of 
the year. 
 
Due to an injury, Botond had to 
give up early studies of music at 
the Liszt Ferenc Academy of Mu-
sic.  He then began studying 
medicine at the Semmelweis Uni-
versity of Budapest, followed by a 
PhD from the University of Cali-
fornia Berkeley, and a fellowship 
from Harvard. 
 
Roska is currently recognized as 
one of the world’s leading experts 
in the study of vision and the ret-
ina. His work has been recognized 
by many international awards 
during the past two decades. 
 
Another Hungarian we can be 
proud of! 
 
...that Niagara Falls was clothed 
in red-white-and green for Octo-
ber 23rd anniversary? Even the 
Toronto CN Tower was turned 
into the same colors.  
 
…that this year’s Nobel Prize in 
Literature was awarded to Louise 
Glück? Although her father, 
Daniel Glück was born in America, 
the 77-year-old poet’s roots were 
from her paternal grandparents 
who emigrated from Hungary to 
the US in the 1920’s. 



Louise was born in 1943 in New 
York City, lives in Cambridge, Mas-
sachusetts and is currently a 
writer-in-residence at Yale Univer-
sity. 
 
Over the years, our most cele-
brated poet has written numerous 
poetry collections dealing with fam-
ily life and growing older, earning 
her awards such as the Pulitzer 
Prize and United States Poet Laure-
ate.  It was her “incomparable po-
etic voice which, with austere 
beauty, makes individual existence 
universal” that secured her distinc-
tion for the Nobel Prize. 
 

 

Remembering  
Karolina Tima Szabó  
 

For 17 years, we have re-
membered, at Fair f ield Town 
Hal l ,  the many “pesti  srác” , 
and others who fought  and 
died for f reedom of  Hungary 
in 1956. 
 
We thank the First Select-
woman of  Fair f ield, CT, 
Brenda Kupchik,  for  putt ing 
this in this week’s of f icial  
Newsletter: 

“This past weekend I enjoyed 
attending the Magyar Studies 
of  America annual commemo-
ration for the anniversary of  
the 1956 Freedom Fight by 
placing a wreath at  the me-
morial  p laque behind Inde-
pendence Hal l .   Thank you to 
Zsuzsa Lengyel for organiz-
ing and State Representative 
Laura Dev l in for joining me 
and my fel low Hungarians for 
this special  program.” 
 
On a chilly Sunday afternoon, Oc-
tober 25th , a small group of faithful 
Hungarians attended the wreath 
laying ceremony at the Fairfield 
Town Hall grounds.  The memorial 
plaque was dedicated in 2003 in 
honor of the 1956 Hungarian Revo-
lution and Freedom Fight against 
the Soviet oppression. 
 
Zsuzsa Lengyel, President of Ma-
gyar Studies of America, welcomed 
our guests, First Selectwoman, 
Brenda Kupchick and State Select-
woman, Laura Devlin and all the 
other guests. 
 
Karolina Szabo read “Magyar Fo-
hász” by Tamási Áron. 
 
Olivér Valu and Ralph Szor placed 
the red, white and green carnation 
basket by the memorial. 
 
After we sang the Hungarian Na-
tional Anthem, Olivér sang “Szép 
vagy, gyönyörő vagy Magyaror-
szág”.  We stayed for socializing for 
a short while, and left in an uplifted 
spirit. 
 
Due to Covid-19, we skipped our 
usual program and reception at the 
Fairfield Museum and History Cen-
ter. 

 
* * * 

  
After the wreath-laying, I arrived at 
my son’s home, and we talked 
about the Revolution.  I remember 
it well; I was a sophomore in high 
school.  It was October 23, 1956. 
 

It was the bravest Revolution, when 
a handful of youth decided it was 
enough.  As they marched on the 
Budapest streets, thousands joined 
them, and turned against the larg-
est army in the world. 
 
The fight didn’t last too long, two 
weeks only.  The Soviet army with-
drew from Budapest, only for a 
short time, and didn’t go too 
far.  The tanks were waiting by the 
border.  On the 31st of October, the 
Russians were already on the 
move, surrounding Hungarian air-
ports, and other important 
places.  When it was obvious that 
the West just looked on, but would 
not come to help the Hungarians, 
they returned on November 4th with 
renewed strength.  The Revolution 
was beaten, but faith was never 
lost. 
 
The price of the Revolution was 
high.  From October 23rd, 1956 to 
April 23rd, 1957, 2,500 – 3,000 peo-
ple died, most of them under 30 
years of age.  78% of this number 
was murdered in Budapest.  Close 
to 20,000 were injured by guns, 
grenades, and tanks. 
 
After the Russians returned, close 
to 300,000 Hungarians left the 



country, afraid of Socialism and of 
revenge. 
 
And revenge came.  Snipers from 
rooftops were shooting – without 
discrimination – whoever walked on 
the streets.  Many children were 
killed; their numbers are still un-
known; the documents were de-
stroyed.  Many were held until they 
came of age, and were executed 
then. 
 
In other cities, masses were shot 
from planes, regardless of who they 
were. 
 
In Erdély, even 10 years after 1956, 
retaliation went on; 60 were 
killed,  12,000 were arrested on 
made-up charges.  The Erdély 
“intellectuals” were decapitated. 
 
Yet the Hungarians didn’t give up 
hope. 
 
On June 19, 1991, the last of the 
Soviet army left Hungary by 
Záhony. 
 
They left 60 army barracks, 10 air-
bases, over 5,500 buildings, 
500,000 tons equipment, immeas-
urable trash, and damages. 
 
The price of leaving the country 
was $800 million that the Russians 
demanded from Hungary. Hungary 
asked 80 billion Ft for damages 
from the Soviet Union.  In 1992, 
Boris Yeltsin, Soviet President and 
Antal József, Hungarian Prime Min-
ister met in Budapest, and the mu-
tual demands were waived. 
 
The lost lives of many young men 
and women were not in vain.  The 
country is thriving, and we have 
hopes that it will continue after the 
virus is defeated and peace returns 
to our native land. 
  
Karolina Tima Szabo is a retired 
Systems Analyst of the Connecticut 
Post newspaper and Webmaster of 
Magyar News Online.  She is the 
proud grandmother of two. 
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