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The nonformal and informal ways of gaining 
knowledge in our world full of information and 
sometimes struggling with information are almost 
endless. We learn on the streets, in the malls, in the 
leisure centres, in the halls of public institutions, in 
museums, on railway stations, etc. The dimensions 
and possibilities of extending our knowledge have 
expanded, we do not learn and improve our minds 
only in schools, but also in any situation of our 
everyday lives. We can continouosly get to know 
the products of different technical developments, 
by using them everyday (i.e. mobile phones, com-
puters, etc.). We cannot help gaining information, 
which have an effect on our personalities.

Several institutions which aim to disseminate 
and popularize knowledge, have set the policy 
to have the results of scientific research acquised 
in an entertaining way. They have tried to get 
close to the everydays of people, bringing scien-
tific findings close to them by organising events 
in open parks, leisure centres and public streets. 
These events, which last a few days and move 
wide range of people, have grown into parts of 
bigger festivals, individual science festivals, edu-
cation festivals.

The initiation to found an association for the 
leaders and representatives of the European knowl-
edge dissemination institutions was started on 4 
April 2001 in Göteborg during the EU’s Swedish 
preisdency, to pool the European institutions orga-
nising science days, weeks, events – to improve the 
scientific knowledge of the European citizens with 
authentic forms. The European Science Events As-
sotiation, the EUSCEA was formed as a nonprofit 
organisation. Its goals are:

- For the member institutions to popularize 
knowledge and acquisition of information

- To „exchange” events, which include enjoyable 
programs throughout Europe, to improve the part-
nerships of these institutions

- To encourage forming projects, which are in 
align with the EU’s R&D frame programs

- To decrease the increasing gap between sci-
ence, scientists and the society

50 institutions were present on the EUSCEA 
founding conference in Vienna, in December 2001. 
There were governmental institutions, scientific 
academies, scientific societies, funds supportings 
research, technological centres, faculties of univer-
sities, foundations, museums, local governments, 
enterprises specialized to organise scientific fes-
tivals. TIT, the Association for Dissemination of 
Scientific Knowlegde in Hungary is also one of the 
founding institutions.

The organisation started its work in the fol-
lowing areas to solve the problems raised by the 
founders:

- Educaion: the relation between education and 
science, to make the youth be interested in science, 
forming scientific clubs

a) To create subjects of series for retired people 
to improve their knowledge, considering, which 
age-bracket missed which subjects during their 
education,

b) Building in age characteristics to the presen-
tations,

- Exchanging events: adapting extraordinary, sci-
ence popularizing events in each others countries,

- Marketing: planning the PR of the festivals, 
presentations, to strengthen links between events 
and media, popularizing knowledge in a wide 
range,

- Content: to harmonize the knowledge and fes-
tival character, thematical orientation of the events 
to the questions concerning general public,

- Preparing the database of the European knowl-
edge disseminating events, knowledge festivals 
and education festivals.

The years since the foundation proved the ne-
cessity of EUSCEA, the continuous realisation of 
the goals set, the reason for the cooperation of the 
European knowledge dissemination institutions 
and organisations.
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A significant international attention was paid 
to the WONDERS knowledge festival in 2006 and 
2007. The first festival was organised in Hungary 
in 2006 by TIT, the Association for Dissemination 
of Scientific Knowledge, to which institutions and 
public areas gave venue. Among the programs 
there were knowledge level measurings, tests, quiz 
games, and presentations with telescopes for all 
age groups.

2007 was the year of the festival carousel. In the 
frames of the EUSCEA WONDERS program we 
presented the Hungarian program in Great-Britain, 
in Notthingen. The three-days long knowledge fes-
tival took place on the main square of the city; there 
were presenatations about physics, chemistry and 
health awareness in tents, under arcades, and in 
the open air.

In 2007 we welcomed in Hungary our partner 
organisation, the crew and program of the Barce-
lona Education Festival. They presented the phys-
ics of the famous architect, Gaudi, who was born 
in their city, with very simple tools and in an eas-
ily understandable way. In the same year we or-
ganised an education festival in the area of the TIT 
Planetarium in Budapest given the opportunities 
of the institution and the public park. The „Knowl-
edge Highway” was a new family obstacle race, 
foreign language proficiency test.

We organised our two-days long festival in 
the area of the TIT Urania Observatory and the 
TIT Planetarium in May 2008, where hundreds of 
visitors had the chance to collect scientific knowl-
edge. Beside building space stations, the physics 
of archery, simple chemistry experiments, cultural 
and history tests the visitors could accomplish the 
„Walking Solar System”.

The popularity of these programs strengthened 
the 167 years of experinces of the Association for 
Dissemination of Scientific Knowledge. In 1841, 
when the Association was founded, the passing of 
knowledge was basicly oral, after that the weekly 
and monthly scientific journals were published. 
The ’70-s was the decade of the buildings made for 
passing special knowledge. Public communication 
seemed to replace and melt all other communica-
tion forms.

Based on the experiences of our events, personal 
knowledge dissemination is still attractive, it can-
not be replaced by advanced technical equipment, 
but can be assisted and completed by them. The 
most popular are the programs, where more gen-
erations can take part at the same time together 
and in an active way, and where a certificate is 

given about the knowledge gained. The festivals 
are teaching and giving information, but they also 
bring attention to the importance of the knowledge 
and education. They are good advertisement for 
the nonformal and informal educations, they give 
the opportunity to present the formal education of-
fer as well.

Knowledge and education are not something 
to be ashamed of, they are „fashionable”. It is a 
chance and opportunity for us to live a complete 
life, getting to know and protecting our environ-
ment, improving our life quality.

Piróth Eszter
Director
Society for Dissemination of Scientific Knowlwdge
Address:1088 Budapest
Bródy Sándor u.16.
Postbox:1431 Budapest
Pf.176.
Tel:36-1-483-2540
Fax:36-1-483-2549
E-mail:titnet@webinform.hu
piroteszter@telc.hu 


