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B. Székely, Dorottya Piroska
Strategies of Ecclesiastical Mobility: The Pohronczi–Szelepcsényi Kinship’s 
Attempt at Social Advancement

The ecclesiastical career as a channel of early modern social mobility is a popular 
subject of social history. The homo novus György Szelepcsényi (1604/1605–1685) 
was one of the most prominent figures of the political and ecclesiastical elite in sev-
enteenth-century Hungary, as well as a well-known artist and engraver. He was an 
influential person in the political sphere: he served as chancellor from 1644 to 1666, 
as royal regent (locumtenens regius) between 1667–1681, and from 1666 until he died 
in 1685, as archbishop of Esztergom, the leader of the Hungarian Catholic Church. 
Thanks to his long career and life, we can examine him not only as a patronised 
person but as a patron too. His testament inheritance documents, and the sources 
from different ecclesiastical and state archives in Hungary, Slovakia, and the Czech 
Republic reveal significant details about the archbishop’s kinship and the posi-
tions of relatives in his court, and the ambitions of (both their and Szelepcsényi’s) 
advancement. This study aims to examine the rise of his relatives and assess the 
archbishop’s activity as a patron.

Bódai, Dalma
“…when his daughter had many suitors” Brides and Dowries in the Thurzó family at 
the Beginning of the Seventeenth Century

Choosing the right spouse for children has been considered an important part 
of parental care for centuries. Parents often dowered their children for their 
own interests or for the interests of their family or dynasty. This paper studies 
the marriage strategies of the Thurzó family at the beginning of the seventeenth 
century, with special regard to the marriages of the seven daughters of Palatine 
Georgius Thurzó. Thurzó selected husbands for his daughters carefully. These 
men strengthened the power of the family and/or promoted his own political 
career. The marriages of Thurzó’s daughters show the social situation of the family 
well. This paper follows the formation of marriages, the social and political gains 
of the Thurzó family through the selection of spouses, and the relations within the 
resulting mosaic family through the gifted and inherited objects.
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Gyönki, Viktória
„…it soon became clear that he would be very ugly, black-haired and resemble his father”: 
The Destiny of Generations in the Egils Saga

The sagas of Icelanders usually revolve around the story of three or four genera-
tions of a single family. The Egils saga (Skallagrímssonar), starting in the mid-800’s 
in Norway with Kveld-Úlfr’s character, is a classic example of this structure. His 
sons and grandsons are torn between supporting or opposing the Norwegian 
Kings. This paper presents a close reading of the text and analyses the relationship 
between Kveld-Úlfr’s line and the Norwegian kings. To understand the motivation 
of different family members, one must understand their complicated relationships. 
Brothers are rivals of each other, while fathers either neglect or show favouritism 
towards their sons. The tension between the generations is growing as time passes 
and it seems that the inhuman nature of the line provides an explanation for their 
diffi culties in society. The paper uncovers these motifs in order to resolve and re-
veal the main reasons behind the behaviour of Kveld-Úlfr’s line and the main pro-
tagonist, Egill Skallagrímsson.

Koloh, Gábor
Inheritance Buyers in Vajszló and Páprád (1821‒1836)

Upon exploring the living conditions of families of the past, probate inventories 
serve as good primary sources for learning about material culture. These registers 
reveal the fi nancial circumstances of a family and at the same time pinpoint the 
buyers’ motivations and their fi nancial background. By examining two villages of 
the Ormánság, a region located in the southern part of Baranya county in Hungary 
known for the early appearance of birth control techniques, the article focuses 
not only on the social position of inheritance buyers, but also on their buying 
behaviour and the fate of family estates. In the article, estate fairs appear as the 
scenes of fi nancial management in the peasant world, where those who could wait 
for the best opportunity, gathered experience and thus made a well-thought-out 
purchase, could gain the most. Therefore, estate fairs from this perspective were 
not primarily the manifestations of community cooperation promoting support for 
orphans, but primitive markets giving way to individual ambitions. Furthermore, 
the study also presents that in the case of movables, the urge to keep ancestral goods, 
i. e., family valuables in the family does not prevail, while the fate of the immovable 
property, in particular plots of land, was determined by the demesne. 

Krausz, Katinka
Tangible Memories: Family Albums in Margaret Atwood’s The Robber Bride

Ever since their fi rst appearance, family photograph albums have been created to 
follow the strict social conventions surrounding the institution of the family with 
photographs as the representations of these. The creators of family albums sought 
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to produce a contiguous narrative, although it jumped from one signifi cant event 
(births, weddings, etc.) to the next, leaving out everyday life almost completely. 
Family albums were also the means through which the family kept track of and 
control of its memories; thus, the album maker had the authority over what the 
family remembered. However, attempts to conform to social conventions often 
resulted in a contradiction between what was represented in the album and the 
experiences that the subjects recalled. Photography criticism often addresses the 
confl icts this contradiction may bring to the subjects; however, it is rarely discussed 
how it affects the album makers. Margaret Atwood’s The Robber Bride presents two 
mothers, both of whom are building the family narrative in photo albums, but both 
narratives are in contrast with their lived realities. The novel also shows the daugh-
ter of one of the mothers and how she is affected by encountering the pictures her 
mother took when she was a baby. This paper investigates the effects of the contra-
diction between the albums and the characters’ experiences using, among others, 
the works of Marianne Hirsch and Pierre Bourdieu as a critical framework.

Nagy, Ágnes 
Self-Documentation and the Bequeathing Practices of Families: Archival and 
Historical Approaches

Though accommodating private documents and as part of this, family collections, 
has recently become a central practice in archives, it has not been refl ected on either 
in the archival sciences or social history in Hungary. In the international sphere, 
especially in English-speaking countries, the practice of collecting family archives 
came to the fore in both fi elds and a general theoretical framework was laid down 
during the 1990s and early 2000s. The article aims to present this by relying on 
the current theoretical approaches. As a starting point, the article describes the 
production, the use throughout the generations, and the bequeathing of family 
archives as a social and cultural practice and considers these collections as organic 
units with an inner logic, as well as the means and products of self-documentation 
and the creation of family memory. To grasp these practices, the article focuses on 
a diverse array of practices, such as transgenerational psychology, the anthropology 
of everyday writing practices, and the social history of ego documents. 

Nagy, Ágoston
Genealogical Awareness in the Thinking of Sándor Kisfaludy

Sándor Kisfaludy, the popular writer and poet of the fi rst third of the nineteenth 
century, as a descendant of a wealthy and infl uential Transdanubian noble family, 
attributed great signifi cance to his ancestry. This study demonstrates how this 
‘genealogical awareness’ manifested itself in various respects. Genealogical argu-
mentation infi ltrated Kisfaludy’s autobiographical narratives, as well as his pub-
lic characterisation. As the oldest son, Kisfaludy became the keeper of the family 
archives after the death of his father. The archives were necessary to ensure their 
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rights to the landed property during long legal actions and contained a consider-
able number of early medieval charters too. Some of them were sent by Kisfaludy 
to the historian István Horvát to transcribe, publish, and make cultural patrimony 
of them. Kisfaludy also developed his own narrative on the history of his family, 
placed within the context of the history of the Hungarian nobility, i. e., that of the 
noble nation, which he presented as a history of the decline and pauperization 
of former mighty and patriotic families and the rise of strangers of Jewish and 
German origins. Around 1830, when Kisfaludy delivered a speech at the assem-
bly of Zala county, these notions were introduced to the public. In his speech, he 
argued ardently against the taxation of the impoverished nobility, who were occu-
pying the serfs’ lands. On the one hand, Kisfaludy emphasised that most of them 
were impoverished because of their patriotism. On the other hand, he set up a 
strict criterion of real nobility, condemning the royal practice of ennoblement after 
the Napoleonic Wars, i. e., acquiring nobility in exchange for services provided by 
military contractors and creditors.

Svégel, Fanni
Domestic Violence in Peasant Society: A Possible Reading of Women’s 
Autobiographies

Through the autobiographies of eight women, this paper provides insights into 
domestic violence present in late twentieth-century Hungarian peasant society. 
Changes in the concept of violence had close connections to new discourses 
emerging in the 1970s focusing on the human dignity of women. The re-evaluation 
of the boundaries between the public and private spheres also called attention to 
domestic abuses. By examining the narration and assessment of violence against 
women and children, we can differentiate between the authors’ point of view, 
the contemporary opinion of the community, the evaluation of professionals, and 
contemporary reception. Domestic violence appearing in the autobiographies was 
not considered as ‘real’ violence in the patriarchal moral order, as it was made 
permissible by the subordinate role of women and children. However, changes 
in women’s mentality and gender roles allowed for the narration and subsequent 
reassessment of violence.

Tompa, László
Three Generations on the Margins of Nobility: The History of the Bedő Family of 
Hetény in the Eighteenth Century

In the eighteenth century, attaining the rank of a nobleman was one of the very 
few means of social advancement, and entering into the service of a wealthy aris-
tocrat was one of the most certain ways to do so. Holding an offi ce on the fi ef of 
a great noble family secured both social and fi nancial safety and could potentially 
pave the way for the advancement of one’s entire family. The Bedő family had 
begun its rise on the social ladder in 1702, with a rather commonplace privilege 
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document proclaiming their wealthless nobility. Yet, a generation later the line had 
prospered and grown, led by a shrewd and ambitious patriarch, Ferenc Bedő, who, 
secure in his position as the provisor of the powerful Count Batthyány, Palatine 
of the Kingdom of Hungary, had begun to weave an intricate network of social 
connections, cementing his family’s status amid the nobility of Fejér county. The 
offi cial’s wise strategy of networking and manoeuvring was possibly the reason for 
the survival of the family following the Mitternachtsrebellion of Bicske, a mysterious 
event closely connected to the urbarial regulations of Maria Theresa in 1768 that 
cost the provisor his job and erased his family’s name from the annals of Bicske 
forever. A closer look at the lives and accomplishments of Ferenc Bedő and his kins 
provides valuable insight into the social lives and career options of lesser nobility 
in eighteenth-century Hungary.
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