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Csanád Bodó – Veronika Lajos
Research on the Language Revita-

lization Processes of the Moldavian
Csángós. Knowledge Interpreted with
Different Stakeholders, Participation
and Engagement 
Keywords: Csángó, education, lan-
guage revitalization, linguistic prac-
tices, participatory research
In this article we introduce our four-
year long interdisciplinary and trans-
disciplinary research project (2019-
2023). In the project we investigate the
ways students living in a dormitory in
Miercurea-Ciuc (Csíkszereda), Roma-
nia supported by the Moldavian Csán-
gó Hungarian Educational Programme
find their place in the Hungarian-
speaking Transylvanian city; the ways
they relate to their original home in
Moldavia and the ways they interact
between each other when using diffe-
rent linguistic and non-linguistic prac-
tices of belonging, identifying and dif-
ferentiating themselves. First we intro-
duce the research topic, then the
objectives of the project and the pro-
posed plan to carry out the research
based on the principle of participation
and engagement. Since the COVID-19
pandemic reached Romania and Hun-
gary in March 2020 we also pose some
questions regarding the possibilities of
carrying out a participatory research in
the field in the current situation.

Péter Halász
Family Planning in the Traditional

Communities of the Moldavian Hun-
garians
Keywords: birth control. family model,
family planning, magical practice,
rational practice
The article is based on a field research
carried out during five decades, and
summarizes also the conclusions of
the bibliography connected to the

topic. Among the Moldavian Hunga-
rians the birth of children was tradi-
tionally considered a blessing, women
with no children were not considered
fully accomplished women, therefore
the spouses used rational practices
but also magical practices to ensure
conception and childbirth. A big fami-
ly meant spiritual welfare, a stable
social position, but also labour force
for the family as an economic unit.
With the women growing older how-
ever, birth control became more and
more important for the families, the
traditional methods for this being the
reduction of the number of sexual
intercourses, and interrupted inter-
courses. Since 1990, in the Moldavian
Hungarian communities the social
value of big families is decreasing, and
other techniques of contraception and
also abortions are implemented.

Imre Harangozó
Legends of Moldova

Keywords: belief, folklore, legend, myth,
narrative
Imre Harangozó’s collection of Molda-
vian Csángó legends published in this
material are deeply rooted (just like
other examples of the genre) within
the archaic world vision and belief
system of the peasant culture. They
represent a folklore tradition consis-
ting of narratives that were at the time
of their collection quite vivid and
influential within the Csángó com-
munities.

Laura Iancu
Religious Belief among the Molda-

vian Catholic Hungarians
Keywords: belief, cognition, community,
Moldavian Catholic, popular religion
The article discusses the forms of
belief that can be accessed in a scien-
tific form only through their manifes-
tations. According to the results of126
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fieldwork carried out among the mem-
bers of the Moldavian Catholic com-
munity, within popular religion belief
is a medium for cognition, but also 
a tool for interpreting phenomena of
everyday life. Within the worldview of
the community and their religious
practice it is to be noted a historical
aspect of religious belief, and also its
collective nature. Individual and sub-
jective religious experience becomes
with time a collective religious expe-
rience that transcends the personal
level.

László Petres
June-July 2020. Nostalgia of the

Memories, Nostalgia of the Prayer
Keywords: Csángó, homeland, Hunga-
rian, religion, Romanian
In June-July 2020 the author was pre-
sent in towns and villages like Tecuci,
Garoafa, Domneºti, Fãrãoani, Valea
Mare, Luizi-Cãlugãra. While speaking
with Csángó, Romanian, Romani people
there, one of the recurring themes of
discussion was their longing for their
homeland which became distant for
them. Religious faith and prayer bring
comfort in their lives. While working
there on the inventory of two perso-
nal archives consisting of religious
objects and books in Hungarian and
Romanian language, emerged discus-

sions about a complex religious prac-
tice. Prayers learned in Romanian lan-
guage in their childhood, archaic
Hungarian prayers and liturgical
songs, apocryphal biblical stories are
blended with a rich tradition of ges-
tures and old practices. Within the si-
tuation of praying the past and the
memories blend with the transcen-
dent power of religious faith.

Carina Timaru (Karina Tímár)
“The Child is Given by God and He

Takes Care of Him”: Customs and
Beliefs Related to Birth and to Bap-
tism in Pustiana
Keywords: baptism, birth, beliefs, cus-
toms, Pustiana
The article discusses rites and prac-
tices of the period between birth and
infant baptism within the “Szekler-
Csángó” community of Pustiana, fol-
lowing the changes of these traditions
in time. The historical reasons of the
changes in family models are also dis-
cussed besides the ritual structure,
elements, cultural codes of baptism.
The analysis reflects the differences
within these traditions in the period
of the collectivization of agriculture,
the postcommunist era, the periods of
intense modernization and migration
in this community.
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