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Boglárka Berei

Charting the Constellationst of Kepler's Thought
Miklós Vassányi – Gábor Kutrovátz: Oknyomozó csillagászat. Szemelvények Johannes 
Kepler főbb műveiből, tudománytörténeti tanulmányokkal. [Detective Work in Astro
nomy. Selections from Johannes Kepler’s Major Works, with Studies in the History of 
Science]. Budapest, Typotex. 2024. 

Review of the Hungarian translation of the Selections from Johannes Keplers Major 
Works.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.20378

Gábor Boros 
Res cogitans and the Narratives

The paper attempts to show a new interpretation of the so-called cogito and res cogitans. 
It does not consider the res cogitans solipsistic; instead, it interprets it as bound to be con-
nected with other thinking beings through narratives. In this way, the paper makes use 
of W. Schapp’s views that regard “res cogitans” as caught up in a web of stories or histories. 
K. Farkas’ and L. Bernáth’s interpretations of Descartes are also appealed to, showing 
that a strong concept of the res cogitans need not be given up.

The paper aims to refute the accusation that the concept of res cogitans reifies the ego. 
In fact, Descartes’ texts utilize historical narratives at crucial loci, featuring elements of 
a Cartesian narrative constitution of ipseity.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.20358

György Czétány

Is Immanent Critique Possible?

According to the general definition, a critique is immanent when its criterion is given 
by its object. The aim of an immanent critique may be to show the invalidity of the 
determination of its object or of its arguments. However, its aim may also be to arrive 
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at a result its object could not achieve, while taking that object as a starting point. The 
present study examines critical theories in the latter sense. The study focuses on the 
period in which „immanent critique” appeared as a concept, i.e. the last two hundred 
years. Four conceptions will be analyzed: those of Hegel, Marx, Benjamin and Adorno. 
It examines the ways these philosophers tried to secure the immanence of their critique 
and the problems it entails. At the end of the historical overview, the question becomes 
acute: Is immanent critique possible at all? The study ends with an outline of an imma-
nent critical theory which tries to avoid the difficulties of previous conceptions, in order 
to truly live up to its name. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.20364

Veronika Darida

Understanding by images 
In memory of Béla Bacsó

In my paper, I outline Béla Bacsó’s theoretical approach, primarily through the perspective 
of the hermeneutics of fine art. Bacsó never abandoned the hermeneutic approach he had 
initially developed, but enriched it through phenomenology and deconstruction. I will first 
discuss the relationship between artistic experience and understanding, which is based on 
the recognition that art is not a prisoner of the representation of reality, but a chiasm of the 
event of continuous creation and realisation. This can be traced through the example of 
portrait painting, to which Béla Bacsó has dedicated a separate monographic book. Finally, 
I will look at the last book, The Art of Paul Klee, which is an incisive exposition of Béla 
Bacsó’s theory of painting and creation. The book is an in-depth analysis of the artist’s di-
alogue with nature, in which he himself is part of nature and thus creates his works not by 
merely seeing nature, but by understanding its principles of operation. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.20381

Iván Zoltán Dénes

From the Processual Jurisprudence to the Psychology of Regime-Changes

The study offers brief reinterpretations of the main characteristics of the life and oeuvre 
of the political thinker István Bibó (1911–1979). It is founded upon the outcomes of the 
research carried out by an independent and autonomous interdisciplinary research group. 
It presents his family background, studies in Szeged, Vienna, and Geneva, some of his 
tutors, especially Barna Horváth and Guglielmo Ferrero, and his involvement in the pro-
gram of the March Front (1938), the Hungarian agrarian populist movement. Based on the 
study, you can be informed on his activity against the German occupation and the Shoa, 
his suggestions, diagnoses, and mediator roles between 1945 and 1948, and especially on 
his political role as the last legitimate minister in 1956, on the seven years he spent as a 
prisoner from 1957 to 1963, and his everyday life afterward.  The study presents his plan 
of publications for the next decade in 1968 and its outcomes. Faced with the intellectual 
sources and parallels of his oeuvre, we can describe his originality and actuality.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.20352
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András Kardos

Studium and punctum
The life and work of Béla Bacsó 

Béla Bacsó was my closest friend, so my paper is necessarily biased and subjective. Béla 
Bacsó has had an exemplary career. He was a leading expert on German philosophy and 
hermeneutics, and one of the best interpreters of Gadamer and Heidegger. My thesis fo-
cuses on the beginning of this career, using the two basic categories of Roland Barthes’s 
Camera Lucida, the studium and the punctum, in an interpretation that can be applied 
to Bacsó. In his thesis, Béla Bacsó already made a significant contribution by outlining 
the unfolding connections between drama and philosophy in German Romanticism and 
Classicism. In his later career, he put his considerable expertise to good use both in 
teaching and in more than ten independent volumes. (I have written extensively about 
Béla Bacsó in the journal entitled „Litera”, which will soon be published in book form 
[Gergely Angyalosi – András Kardos: Relationship portraits. Budapest, KERT Publishing 
House, 2025].)
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.20380

János Kis

Tribute to Mária Ludassy

This talk, given by János Kis on the occasion of the 80th birthday of Professor Ludassy, 
recalls their common youth, the influence of György Márkus on their development, the 
way they became friends and philosophical allies as disciples of Márkus, their intellec-
tual journey from Marxist social criticism to liberal political philosophy; furthermore, it 
outlines with a broad brush the significance of Professor Ludassy as a philosopher and a 
public intellectual.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.20351

Tamás Miklós

The Lost Culture of Book Burning

It is time to remember those millennia of human civilization when the prohibition 
and solemn destruction of words, books, images, and so on still carried a frightening or 
liberating dimension, convincing pathos, and weight. This was humanity’s long child-
hood, when words held magical power, prohibition was sacred, and speaking, writing, or 
spreading forbidden words was a sin – sometimes also a joyful rebellion, mischief, or test: 
a defiance against higher powers. The meaning of “no” only makes sense where “yes” 
does as well: they are interconnected, referring to each other.

History is written cultural memory, but it can only be interpreted within a continuous 
cultural community. However, this cultural community gradually vanished. The end of 
the long era of belief in the magical and sacred power of words led to a new relationship 
with words and texts, and to new forms of public speech as instruments of power. From 
then on, it was no longer narratives that were competing with each other, nor was it 
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directly for the audience: the struggle was for influencing the channels through which 
communication occurred, for maintaining sufficient control over them. It is no longer 
the meaning of words or texts that matters most, but rather their relative power through 
mere presence.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.20361

Tamás Nyirkos

Tocqueville and the End of History

The paper argues that Tocqueville can be rightly included among the many 19th-century 
thinkers who philosophized about the “end of history.” This is supported by the fact that 
the idea of providential history and the present age as its final epoch appears not only in 
his major works, but also, and no less frequently, in his letters and private conversations. 
By investigating the latter, it can also be stated that Tocqueville’s personal convictions 
regarding the final outcome of history were much more pessimistic than what his writ-
ings intended for the public and adapted to its expectations show.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.20362

Imre Orthmayr

Hume and Practical Reasons

The concepts of desire, aim, design, belief, and intention are central to explanations 
of human action. This paper discusses the specific role of reasons in human action, in-
cluding their relation to other kinds of motivations. Reasons reflect on the arguments 
for or against the performance of a specific action. The involved agent and an objective 
observer may interpret these arguments very differently. We might accept the opinion of 
the latter as correct, even if the agent claims to see the situation differently, and it was 
their reasoning/considerations that led to the actual action observed. The title of the 
paper does not cover its content exactly. The analysis does not focus on Hume’s concep-
tion of practical reasoning, although it does discuss it together with several influential 
interpretations in the secondary literature. It seems to be the case that Hume is rightly 
regarded as the initiator of the modern philosophical analysis of the reasons for actions. 
In theory, he rejected the explanation of actions by reasons, even if he tended to accept 
it to a degree in certain cases.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.20359

László Perecz

On a slippery slope
Two Hungarian Philosophers on the Relationship between Literature and Philosophy: 
István M. Fehér and Pál Sándor

The paper is about two Hungarian philosophers: István M. Fehér (1950–2021) and Pál 
Sándor (1901–1972). Three decades apart, both were professors of philosophy at the 
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Faculty of Arts and Humanities in Budapest; nonetheless, they were very different per-
sonalities. Fehér was an author with profound knowledge of the history of philosophy, 
the founder of hermeneutic philosophy in Hungary; Sándor was a communist ideologue 
and a scholar of Marxist-Leninist philosophy. The study analyzes the thought processes 
in which the two philosophers describe the relationship between Hungarian philosophy 
and Hungarian literature. Both assert that philosophy should play the leading role be-
tween the two, yet literature is considered to be the decisive factor. In fact, both criticize 
the long-established structure of Hungarian culture – they resent this “slippery slope” 
that developed between literature and philosophy. The conclusion of the study high-
lights the emergence of this structure by analyzing the writings of György Bessenyei 
(1747–1811), a writer and thinker of the Enlightenment.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.20356

Róbert Somos 
The Alexandrian carpet-weaver
Alexandriai Kelemen: Sztrómateisz. Szőttesek. Fordította, a bevezetőt és a jegyzeteket 
írta Tóth Vencel OFM. I–III. Budapest, Jel Kiadó, 2021–2024 (Ókeresztény Örökségünk 
23/1–3) [Clemens of Alexandria’s The Stromata].

Review of the Hungarian translation of Clemens of Alexandria’s The Stromata.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.20379

István Sümegi

The Ethics of Needs

Agota Kristof outlines a highly original and inspiring ethical conception in his novels. I 
would even venture to say that he continues the history of ethics with a new chapter. In 
a twin study, I attempted to reconstruct the author’s concept, and here I wish to provide 
an ideal-typical description of this concept, which I dubbed as “ethics of needs”. The 
key idea of the ethics of needs is the “absolute need” (in Agota Kristof’s Absolument 
Besoin), which can be roughly defined as: without which we literally cannot go on living 
and/or without which we cannot preserve our mental and/or physical health. Obviously, 
our physiological conditions of life (eating, drinking, sleeping, etc.) are such, but there 
are also less obvious needs that are highly person-specific.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.20375

Katalin Vermes

The Bodily and the Disembodied Self 
Phenomenological-Ethical Investigations

In my paper, I examine the constitutive function of the bodily self, drawing on the phe-
nomenological philosophical tradition, and ask how this bodily creative force, which is 
obviously present, can disappear from self-experience, i.e., how the realm of the “dis-
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embodied” is formed? Based on the writings of Merleau-Ponty, Leder, Lévinas, Mensch 
and Caldwell, I consider whether the disappearance and “dys-appearance” of the body, 
which can be described by phenomenological means, has ethical consequences, and what 
ethical possibilities are opened up by the recognition and reflection of the bodily self.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.20376

Julianna Végh

Why is There a Debate over Cognitive Phenomenology?

The debate over cognitive phenomenology concerns whether conscious cognitive men-
tal states have a sui generis phenomenology or are phenomenal in virtue of the accompa-
nying sensory states. It seems to be an easy problem to solve: we must only introspect 
our experiences. However, introspection is unable to provide an unambiguous answer to 
this question. According to Tim Bayne and Maya Spener, there are four sources of intro-
spective disagreement: terminological variation, individual differences, the influence of 
background beliefs and expectations, and operational constraints. They claim that the 
problem with cognitive phenomenology stems from terminological variation. I argue that 
all the sources present difficulties in the debate over cognitive phenomenology.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.20377

János Weiss

On Béla Bacsó’s Philosophical and Aesthetic Source Publications

In my paper, I analyze two philosophical-aesthetic source anthologies edited by Béla 
Bacsó, based on the hypothesis that in the years following the political transition, these 
publications not only served the purpose of professional catching-up and overcoming de-
lays, but also possessed independent theoretical value. The two collections in question 
are the journal Athenæum (in particular its first issue, What is Aesthetics?) and the volume 
Text and Interpretation. I sought to examine both in the light of Bacsó Béla’s first work, 
The Art of Understanding – The Understanding of Art, which by now has become one of the 
foundational documents of Hungarian hermeneutical research. Looking more closely, 
it turned out that the latter volume contains something more as well: one of the very 
first confrontations between the currents of hermeneutics and deconstruction. Taken 
together, the two volumes provide the most precise reflection of Béla Bacsó’s views on 
hermeneutics and aesthetics as they had developed by that time.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.20382
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