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H. C. Agrippa von Nettesheim
The Role of the World Soul (Excerpts from Book II)

Excerpts from De occulta philosophia in Hungarian translation.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.19759

György Czétány
The Transcendental Turn – via the Concepts of Possibility and Nothing

In the study, I examine the meaning of the Kantian turn of the concept of the transcen-
dental. The history of the concept can be traced back to the scholastics of the 13th cen-
tury. In order to find out what the transcendental turn means, I analyse the philosophies 
of Johannes Duns Scotus, Christian Wolff, and Alexander Gottlieb Baumgarten and 
compare them with Kant’s critical philosophy. The main focus of the comparison is the 
difference between the scholastic concept of being and the Kantian concept of object. I 
explore these notions using the related concepts of possibility and nothing.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.19742

Ákos Forczek
Pure Reason and Social Being
Sociogenetic Interpretations of the Transcendental Turn from Lukács  
to Sohn-Rethel

In my study, I focus on interpretations by authors (from György Lukács to Alfred Sohn-
Rethel) who examine the social genesis of the Kantian transcendental subject, i.e., they 
attempt to answer the following question: What are the social prerequisites of the Kan-
tian model of the a priori structure of human knowledge? This question is based on the 
insight that the abstract-categorical structure of thinking is not an anthropological con-
stant. There have been different forms of rationality, all of which are historical constructs 
and emerge from the historically concrete social being. I will outline the Marxist scope of 
the sociogenetic interpretations of transcendental idealism and consider the possibilities 
of widening this scope.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.19748
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Monika Frazer-Imregh

Evaluation of the Previous Hungarian Translations of H. C. Agrippa von 
Nettesheim’s De occulta philosophia and a Brief Research History

The introduction to the source on the role of the World Soul, first refers in a few words 
to the scholarly career and most important works of H. C. Agrippa von Nettesheim. After 
presenting the structure and themes of his masterpiece, it evaluates and analyses the 
existing Hungarian translations of De occulta philosophia, and then points out the main 
direction of international Agrippa research in the twentieth century. It then describes the 
most important works of those authors who represent a new stream of research that pre-
sents profound insights before and after the turn of the millennium. Finally, it outlines 
the theme of excerpts from the work (Book II, Chapters 56–57, 58, 60), where Agrippa 
describes the role of the world soul and the world spirit and the names of the heavenly 
souls. In the presentation of the last chapter, I shed light on Agrippa’s goal, which is 
somewhat theurgical in nature, but essentially deeply embedded in Christianity, which 
consists in raising the human soul to God.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.19758

Dezső Gurka

Modulations of the concepts of the Metaphysical Foundations of Natural Science  
in romantic natural philosophy

One of Kant’s main efforts in his Metaphysical Foundations of Natural Science was to derive 
the concept of matter for rational physics based on a priori principles. Kant’s concept of 
mathematical construction and duality, following the Newtonian model, were expand-
ed with new disciplinary elements in the interpretations of representatives of romantic 
natural philosophy, primarily from the fields of electrophysics and chemistry. The most 
comprehensive reinterpretation of these Kantian concepts was the construction of mat-
ter in Schelling’s System of Transcendental Idealism. In the writings of other representatives 
of romantic natural philosophy, however, not only Schelling’s influence prevailed, but 
the various combinations of Schelling’s and Kant’s influences created specific patterns, 
most notably in the cases of Johann Wilhelm Ritter and Hans Christian Ørsted.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.19745

Attila Hangai

Impression in the Soul? Introduction to Plotinus Ennead IV.6 [41],  
On Sense-Perception and Memory

Plotinus, in the quite dense treatise Enn. IV.6 [41], dismisses the explanation of 
sense-perception as impression and of memory as retention of impression, and proposes 
instead that they are actualisations of cognitive powers. The introduction summarises 
what is necessary to know about Plotinus’ theories of sense-perception and memory to 
understand the treatise, situates the treatise in Plotinus’ œuvre, and by reviewing Ploti-
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nus’ polemics with his predecessors concerning certain questions, it traces the relevance 
of the account in the history of philosophy.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.19756

Tamás Hankovszky

“only from the human standpoint”. The Asymmetry Between the Two Uses  
of Reason in Kant

Although Kant sought to establish a parallel between theoretical and practical reason, 
this paper highlights a fundamental difference between them. Ideally, the use of theo-
retical reason is tied to the human standpoint; in contrast, the fundamental law of prac-
tical reason is not formulated from such a standpoint and does not take into account 
the specific characteristics of human nature. While the laws governing cognition are hu-
man-specific – that is, conditioned by the epistemic capacities of human beings – the 
moral law, at least in terms of its content, is not concerned with the fact that it addresses 
human beings. The dialectic of the two uses of reason also arises from fundamentally 
different sources. The dialectic of theoretical reason emerges when reason oversteps 
the boundaries of human cognition, attempting to grasp things in themselves and thus 
disregarding the limits imposed by our epistemic condition. By contrast, the dialectic of 
practical reason stems from the fact that the morally significant concept of the highest 
good includes a notion of happiness – one that reflects the sensuous nature of human 
beings. This difference between the two uses of reason can be helpfully elucidated by 
a conceptual distinction borrowed from Henry E. Allison. While Kant employed an an-
thropocentric model of cognition, the core of his moral philosophy is analogous to the 
theocentric model he explicitly rejected in his theoretical philosophy.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.19743

Ferenc Huoranszki

Kant’s Conception of Nature: a Brief Critique of the Critical Philosophy

According to Kant’s speculative philosophy, the very same principles are responsible for 
(a) the possibility of ordered experience; (b) the possibility of nature itself; and (c) the 
possibility of scientific knowledge about nature. This paper argues that the identifica-
tion of these principles results in an unreasonable limitation of the role of reason in our 
knowledge of nature; it overrates the importance of sensual experience in the construc-
tion of scientific concepts which represent nature; and reduces the notion of objectivity 
as mind-independent truth to mere intersubjective justifiability. The paper concludes 
with the suggestion that Cartesian rationalism can offer a better philosophical foundation 
of modern sciences, which are often critical to how we sensibly perceive the world, than 
Kant’s critical philosophy.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.19746
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Balázs Kékesi

The Actuality of Kant’s Epistemology in Contemporary Cognitive Science

The history of cognitive science has always been defined by certain prominent theo-
ries of mind. After the classical period, the so-called pragmatic or body-oriented turn 
opened new horizons for the scientific investigation of the human mind. Recently, a new 
paradigm, the predictive processing theory emerged and offered new methodological 
approach. This theory also offers an explanatory framework explaining the connection 
between perception, mind and action and therefore enriches the scientific methodolo-
gies with new aspects.

The model of predictive processing is based on epistemological theses whose roots 
go back to Kant. Some philosophers even refer to Kant as the “grandfather” of contem-
porary cognitive science. In this study, I present the common features of the predictive 
procession model based research of cognition and the main ideas of Kant’s epistemology. 
In addition, I highlight a fundamental difference, namely the significant differences in 
explanation of the forms of cognition that enables the coherent, structured character of 
experiences, in which I call upon some of Hume’s views.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.19753

Miklós Kis

Kant’s Influence on the Development of Utilitarianism

The paper analyses Kant’s influence on the development of utilitarian ethics, pointing 
out that the traditional – and in many respects well-founded – juxtaposition of Kantian 
moral philosophy and utilitarianism tends to obscure the fact that without Kant the his-
tory of utilitarianism would have been radically different from what we know today. The 
aim of this paper is to show that Kant’s ideas, even if sometimes misunderstood and mis-
interpreted by utilitarian philosophers, have had a particularly powerful influence on the 
development of utilitarianism. After outlining utilitarian ethics and its main problems, 
the paper examines the elements of Kant’s system that are particularly important from a 
utilitarian point of view, such as Kant’s concept of happiness, its place in Kant’s thought 
and the duty to promote the happiness of others; and shows how utilitarianism was re-
newed in the first half of the 20th century, inspired by Kant’s thought, and contributed to 
the emergence of the rule utilitarianism.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.19747

László Kocsis

Why is there no knock-out in philosophy?
David Lewis on the nature of philosophical arguments

One of David Lewis’s fundamental metaphilosophical convictions is that there are no 
knockdown arguments in philosophy, i.e. no arguments that force the acceptance or re-
jection of a philosophical proposition. According to Lewis, there would only be such 
philosophical arguments if a sharp line could be drawn between prephilosophical or com-
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monsensical intuitions and philosophical theories, so that one could then, in the process 
of philosophical theorizing or deciding which philosophical theories are tenable, without 
further ado, conform to the unchallengeable intuitions. However, Lewis argues that, al-
though philosophical theories must respect intuitions (theoretical conservatism), this does 
not mean that they are unchallengeable: commonsensical intuitions and philosophical the-
ories are epistemically on the same level, both are opinions, and therefore there is no good 
reason to draw a sharp line between them. In this paper by contrasting Lewis’s reflections 
on the relation between intuitions and theories with Saul Kripke’s methodological view of 
philosophical theorizing, I show how the argument for the absence of knockdown philo-
sophical arguments leads to Lewis’s particular metaphilosophical equilibrism.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.19754

László Komorjai

How far Successive Synthesis Can Go?

In the first two parts of this paper I examine how a special notion of the series, that is suc-
cession, defines experience or more broadly the whole concept of consciousness in Kant. 
I will do this through an interpretation of understanding, intuition and the transcenden-
tal deduction that in the third Critique mediates between the previous two capacities. I 
will then demonstrate how the Kantian deduction can be reformulated on the basis of 
a new concept of series introduced by Georg Cantor, and how, on the basis of this, the 
main problems of the original Kantian deduction can be solved.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.19749

Erzsébet Lamár

The Conception of Transcendental Modality in the Critique of Pure Reason

In this study, the assertion of P. F. Strawson’s renowned critique that Kant himself, from 
the standpoint of transcendental idealism, eventually transcended „the bounds of sense” 
will be challenged. I believe that the so-called „principle of significance” as formulat-
ed by Strawson reflects his own position rather than that of Kant, primarily because it 
conceptually ignores the wider context of the Critique. Following a summary of the main 
theses of Kant’s pre-critical and critical conceptions of modality, the present study will 
proceed to the presentation of the conclusions of contemporary analyses of Kant that 
are deemed to be especially relevant. Finally, I will briefly present my own position, 
offering a reading that is able to address the Kantian principle of significance together 
with the problem of modality without reducing them to one another. In addition to and 
on the basis of the aforementioned, it will be argued that Kant developed a transcen-
dental conception of modality embedded in a specific cognitive semantics. This allows 
one to infer that (1) at least a heuristic interpretative framework can be provided for 
transcendental metaphysics by a kind of modal semantics, and that (2) transcendental 
apperception can be interpreted as a cognitive-functional, or more precisely epigenetic, 
model of consciousness.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.19752

https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.19754
https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.19749
https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.19752


Summaries	 365

Márk Losoncz

Experience Beyond Reason?
Csaba Szummer: Spontán értelemképződés módosult tudatállapotokban. Trauma, álom 
és pszichedelikus élmény (Spontaneous meaning formation in altered states of consciousness. 
Trauma, dream, and psychedelic experience).
A discussion paper based on the monograph by Csaba Szummer, referred in the title.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.19760

Bence Péter Marosán

The Temptation of the Supernatural
Kant’s and Husserl’s Attempts to Make the Supernatural Philosophically Ac-
cessible

Despite their many differences, there is a crucial parallel between the philosophies 
of Kant and Husserl: both were drawn to the temptation of the supernatural. In other 
words, both thinkers repeatedly and persistently sought to render the domain of the 
supernatural legitimately accessible to philosophical inquiry – striving to make it a topic 
amenable to rigorous, even scientific, treatment. In this respect, Kant ultimately opted 
for the path of rational faith: although he maintained that we cannot attain scientifical-
ly grounded knowledge of the supernatural, he argued that we may nevertheless hold 
certain beliefs about it rationally and justifiably. Husserl, for his part, explored several 
avenues toward a legitimate philosophical access to the supernatural. One such path was 
the method of phenomenological constructions; another was the very notion of rational 
faith – already present in Kant. What both thinkers arrived at is a stance with endur-
ing philosophical relevance: something more than mere belief, yet still less than fully 
grounded knowledge.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.19750

Plotinus

Ennead IV.6 [41]: On Sense-Perception and Memory

Plotinus’ treatise (Enn. IV.6 [41]) in Hungarian translation.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.19757

Kosztasz Rosta

Judged for Closure
A review of the monograph entitled Vég és végtelenség. A narratív lezáratlanság posztmodern 
motívuma (End and Endlessness. The Postmodern Motif of Narrative Anti-Closure) by Laura 
László.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.19762
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Dávid Flórián Schmal

From empirical concepts to the body
A Kantian problem from Merleau-Ponty’s perspective

In my paper, I look back at a Kantian problem from the point of view of the philosophy 
of Maurice Merleau-Ponty. Merleau-Ponty bases his description of experience on the 
bodily being-in-the-world and criticizes the intellectualist method of reflection. In his 
interpretation, the latter claims to be able to retrace the path taken by constitution from 
pure subjectivity to actual experience. According to him, on the contrary, the starting 
point is always experience, and any pure subjectivity that appears to be constitutive can 
only be secondary. In my study I will try to shed more light on this problem by examin-
ing the Kantian procedure. I will argue that (1) Kant can only reveal the transcendental 
conditions of the general structures of experience, the description of its specific determi-
nations runs into problems due to the problematic status of empirical concepts. There-
fore (2) Kant retains a kind of empiricism, mixed with his intellectualism. I support this 
claim mainly by analysing the relevant parts of the Critique of Pure Reason and the Critique 
of Judgment. My conclusion is that Merleau-Ponty is able to transcend this dichotomy by 
describing the body as a non-intellectual, yet transcendental condition of experience.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.19751

László Székely

Is Euclidean geometry a priori in the Kantian sense?

The question of whether or not Euclidean geometry is a priori in the Kantian sense, is 
independent of the question of the a priori character of space. In our study we deal with 
the former question. It concerns, correctly formulated, the relationship between the ax-
ioms of Euclidean geometry and space as pure intuition in the Kantian sense. It is not a 
question of theoretical geometry, but of the relationship between our pre-theoretical in-
tuition of space on the one hand, and the axioms of geometry on the other. If the answer 
is “yes”, both the empiricist and the conventionalist, Poincaré-type counterarguments 
become invalid. Frege’s basic statement is correct: our intuition of space (which is a more 
general concept than Kantian space as pure intuition) cannot be communicated, and 
therefore it is impossible to decide this question in a demonstrative way. However, there 
are strong arguments that our pre-theoretical intuition of space without any education is 
able to distinguish the curved line from the straight one, and the perpendicular from the 
inclined one. And it is precisely Euclidean geometry that follows from the axioms based 
on this fact.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.19744
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Csaba Szummer– Lajos Horváth

The Mystic, the Schizophrenic and the Psychonaut

Contemporary phenomenology has made considerable efforts to explore the kind of 
meaning-bestowing that does not require the attention of consciousness. These efforts 
can be aided by the study of such experiential realms that are not subject to predica-
tive perception, such as the experiential domains of schizophrenia spectrum disorder, 
mystical experience, or visionary imagination (psychedelic experience). Since the turn 
of the millennium, many phenomenologists have become interested in these three do-
mains of experience, which tend to intermingle. For example, the widespread ritual 
use of hallucinogenic plants and related clinical studies both attest to the considerable 
spiritual-religious and therapeutic potential of psychedelic experiences. On the other 
hand, several authors have pointed out that visionary imagery can, in some cases, change 
into psychotic experiences. Likewise, psychiatric manuals have shown that mystical and 
schizophrenic-spectrum experiences can be mixed. In this paper, we describe and com-
pare these experiential domains.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.19755

János Weiss

The Early Reception of the Critique of Pure Reason

For a few months after the publication of the Critique of Pure Reason in 1781, the public 
seemed to freeze completely; only then did a reception begin, the first ten years of which 
I will roughly consider. (1) On 19 January 1782, the first review was published by Chris-
tian Garve, who was already at that time called a “popular philosopher”. This brought the 
problem of the “thing in itself” to the fore. (2) In 1786–1787, Carl Leonhard Reinhold’s 
Philosophical Letters were published, which were the first to establish the revolutionary 
significance of the Kantian work. Kant essentially drew on them when revising the work: 
the second edition was published in 1787. (3) The real reception of the content began 
in 1789, again with Reinhold’s powerful book, Versuch einer neuen Theorie des menschlichen 
Vorstellungsvermögens. The book contains several shifts in terminology and ideas, both 
large and small, all of which point towards the history of German idealism. Thus, was 
born the era which is usually regarded as the unique flowering of German philosophy.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.70510/mfsz.19741
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