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Csaba Pléh

The Contemporary Relevance of Two Classical Constructive Theories  
of Memory: Bartlett and Halbwachs

The paper presents a British experimentalist, Bartlett, and a French sociologist, Hal-
bwachs who both were campaigning in mid-20th century for a meaning-centered and 
more holistic approach to memory.

According to Bartlett, constructive memory processes are not the exception but the 
rule. In presenting his views, the paper first discusses the re-emergence of his memory 
model in modern cognitive psychology in detail. Bartlett formulated his contructionist 
theory focusing on recalling stories and similar approaches appeared again in the redis-
covery of Bartlett as a narrative interpretation of memory schematization. In the work of 
Colby, Rumelhart, and others new structural approaches to stories emerged; they, like 
Bartlett, sought the underlying social schematization and constraints, but with a stronger 
linguistic and even structural emphasis. Narrative patterns promised a firmer anchoring  
for the otherwise elusive concept of schemata offered by Bartlett. This turn to narrativity 
affiliates memory schematization with theories that treat elementary sociality as a basic, 
non-constructed feature of the human mind.

The approach of Halbwachs is based on the proposals of Bergson to attach memories 
to the person (Ego, Self), together with the proposal to regard the Self in a complemen-
tary manner as an integration surface of body, personal experience and social influence, 
and also as the result of their workings. The issues Halbwachs raised are central in un-
derstanding the social intentionality of the mind without postulating group minds. 

Gergely Csibra

Why Do We Remember?

We propose a novel, communicative account of episodic memory. Episodic memory is 
(1) autonoetic to inform us when we can assert epistemic authority about the past, and 
(2) constructive to allow us to adjust our memories to our beliefs about the past. Making 
assertions about the past is ineliminable in human social interactions, which often re-
quire the justification of claims to entitlements and obligations by explicit reference to 
past events that established the commitments in question.
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Csaba Szummer

Memory Distortions and Narrative Truth in the Psychoanalysis

The paper discusses the role of memory in the psychoanalytic couch-situation, focusing 
on the seduction trauma theory of Freud. Further, it also introduces Sándor Ferenczi’s 
attempt to revitalize the trauma theory and then the American „recovered memory” 
movement. Lastly, it confronts Freud’s notion of memory with the constructive memory 
theories and concludes by outlining and rejecting the ontological fictionalist interpreta-
tion of Freud’s science.

Zsolt K. Horváth

Collective Memory, Collective Representation, Collective Experience.   
Sociological–Political Implications of a Vagabond Notion: Halbwachs,  
Durkheim, Mérei

Consulting the recent uses of the conception of collective memory, inspired by the so-
ciologist Maurice Halbwachs, one has the impression that for some representatives of 
memory-studies reference to Halbwachs serves only as an act of legitimation. According 
to Sarah Gensburger, most researchers of memory-studies ignore the sociological con-
text in which the concept of collective memory was born, while also leaving the impact 
of Durkheimian sociology in the dark. The aim of this paper is to reconstruct and re-
think the birth of collective memory and its sociological context, in order to show its 
very strong connection with Durkheimian thought, as well as to demonstrate the polit-
ical connotations of the emphatic use of the collective (to the detriment of individual). 
For Durkheim, collective representation was not only a scholarly concept that sought to 
demonstrate the symbolic connection between members of society, but also a meta-po-
litical conception that was inscribed in 19th-century socialism. In Hungary, in the late 
1930s, the social psychologist Ferenc Mérei began to adapt this Durkheimian vision of 
society. Mérei, a former student of Henri Wallon at Sorbonne, was strongly inspired by 
the Durkheimian idea and understood very well the implications of the role of the „col-
lective”, and linked it to the social psychology of Kurt Lewin who demonstrated in his 
„small group research” the benefits of cooperation. By reconstructing the erudite notions 
of these three scholars, the paper seeks to demonstrate, at the meta-political level, the 
implicit „socialism” of Halbwachs, Durkheim and Mérei.

Anna Jani

The Narratives of Time and Finitude

Paul Ricœur’s thinking is usually interpreted as a continuous transgression of the bound-
aries of phenomenology. Simultaneously with expounding the problems of the symbol, 
textuality, and historicity — the three thematic poles constituting Ricœur’s phenom-
enology — Ricœur formulated his methodological question on phenomenology and 
dedicated his investigations to the definition of a phenomenological hermeneutics. The 
methodology of phenomenology and hermeneutics are linked together in his Memory, 
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History, Forgetting by virtue of the historical ontology of Being. While constituting the 
historic-epistemological experience of Being, on the one hand, and the event of factical 
life experience, on the other, as the two poles of the ontological question on Being, 
Ricœur’s interest is turned towards the systematic analysis of Heidegger’s Being and 
Time. 

The main aim of the present paper is to reveal Ricœur’s way of thinking against the 
backdrop of the phenomenological and hermeneutical problematics of Being and the 
fundamental ethical dimension of phenomenological ontology, i.e., the way in which the 
individual’s ethical questioning is unfolded from fundamental ontology.

Attila Simon

Ethical Understanding in Aristotle
 
In this paper, I examine the concept of sunesis (understanding) in Aristotle’s Nicoma-
chean Ethics. In Section I, I clarify the differences between phronēsis and sunesis, fo-
cusing on the roles they play in bouleusis (deliberation). I argue that sunesis is not di-
rectly involved in practical deliberation in the canonical sense of the notion. In Section 
II, I suggest an interpretation of sunesis as ethical understanding. We employ sunesis in 
cases that are not immediate objects of practical deliberation, such as when we criticize 
an action in the past or give advice to others. In this function, understanding has a crucial 
role in the ethical life of individuals embedded in a community.

Ottó Hévizi 
A System’s “Heart Troubles”. Disorders within the Kantian “Herzstück”

The notion “Herzstück” (heart) surfacing in the title is used by Helmuth Plessner in his 
doctoral dissertation on Kant to express how important role the doctrine of schematism 
plays in Kant’s philosophical system. In this paper, I will argue that this “heart” suffers 
from certain defects and inconsistencies. One can differentiate three problem areas. (1) 
Modus. How many modes of time are there in Kant’s system? (2) Prius. Of the two in-
stances, space and time, which one is primary (unchanging) and which one is secondary 
(changing)? (3) Status. How does the idealism implied in Kant’s theory of time relate to 
permanence (as opposed to the realism of Newtonian and Leibnizian time)? The ideas 
of the present writing are closely linked to the content of a former paper of mine that has 
also been published in the Hungarian Philosophical Review. (The Veins of Time on the 
Leaves of Ideas. The Absurd Temporality of the Antinomies and the Monogram-argu-
ment, 2017/3).
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Ákos Forczek

Self-Activity, Work-Shyness, Mental Dietetics: On the late German  
Enlightenment Debate over Schwärmerei

In my paper I will try to shed new light on a highly diffuse debate of the late German En-
lightenment, i.e. the debate over Schwärmerei (fanaticism), by reconstructing the econom-
ic and social context of this epistemological problem. Within the broader Wolffian fac-
ulty-psychological framework Schwärmerei is usually interpreted as the demolition of the 
hierarchical order of faculties: the lower powers of mind (Gemütskräfte) shake off the yoke 
of the higher powers of mind. Thus Schwärmerei is madness, or more precisely, madness 
is perpetual Schwärmerei. I will point out that this turmoil of the powers of mind is figured 
in the polemic pamphlets of the proponents of the Enlightenment mainly as “work-shy-
ness”, particularly as a sensitive/impulsive, uncivilized/rootless, infantile/feminine kind 
of laziness. I will show that the Enlightenment campaign against Schwärmerei is closely 
related to the upcoming work-ethics and anthropological norms propagated in connec-
tion with the expansion of the early capitalist mode of production in the second half of 
the 18th century.
 

Péter András Varga

Melchior Palagyi and Edmund Husserl. A Marginal Note on the Problem of 
Relevance in the Historiography of Philosophy in Hungary (and in Germany)

If we were to believe what was reported by the Australian philosopher William Ralph 
Boyce Gibson who spent the winter term 1928/29 in Freiburg, namely that Edmund 
Husserl, then at the zenith of his philosophical career, designated “[t]he whole Klag-
es-Palagyi movement” as “the most extreme opponent of Phenomenology”, adding that 
“he knew” Palagyi, this “wilder Kopf [wild mind],” “personally” (though he “had not 
very pleasant relations with” him), then historians of philosophy in Hungary could stop 
thinking about whom to put on a pedestal at letter “P” in the pantheon of Hungarian 
philosophy that is under construction.

It was neither the first, nor the last time when laurels of superlatives were hung onto 
Palagyi’s name (e.g., a contemporaneous Hungarian lexicon reported that Palagyi “be-
came world-famous in science and his ideas are spreading”). As if that were not enough, 
Palagyi’s stay in Germany between 1900 and 1903 – which Husserl bashfully described 
vis-à-vis Boyce Gibson as “he had introduced Palagyi to [the philosophy of] of Bolzano” 
(back then, even Husserl thought that Palagyi had accused him of plagiarizing Bolzano) 
– is regarded by some scholars as being instrumental, through Johannes Daubert, in 
bringing the Phenomenological Movement into existence. 

In my paper, I investigate these episodes of the history and reception history of phi-
losophy (conceived as a case study in the historiographical problem of relevance). Les-
sons of this investigation might not only concern Melchior Palagyi and the history of the 
Phenomenological Movement in general, but they are assumed to demonstrate also that 
the unavoidable questions of historiographical relevance could stimulate us to confront 
the methodological problems of writing the history of phenomenology and simultane-
ously provide source material for such a philosophical reflection.


