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What the Unconscious Does Not Know 
György Péter Hárs 

This study is about the nature of unconscious as a partner in dialogue. The 
question is whether the unconscious may be a dialogical partner at all – a partner 
in dialogue with itself, a partner between different kinds of unconsciousness, 
and/or a partner in dialogues between the unconscious and conscious. This in-
capatibility of dialogue is interrelated with the functioning of the unconscious 
in time. Time – as a perspective of the conscious existence – presupposes cate-
gories like real and false, reflection, understanding, emotion, wanting and so on. 
These categories are not applicable to unconscious phenomena, hence neither is 
time. Instead the unconscious features the timeless, not-timely present.  

Phenomenal Unconscious and Body Memory
Lajos Horváth

In this paper my aim is to investigate the relationship between psychoanalysis 
and phenomenology by means of the concepts of phenomenal unconscious and 
body memory. In the first part of the paper I will highlight the crucial role of 
the phenomenological unconscious then the concept of body memory will be 
introduced that can be interpreted as a special kind of interface between depth 
psychology and phenomenology. The second part of the paper addresses the 
role of affectivity and the implicit processes in cases of recollection of traumatic 
events. In conclusion, a theory of the horizontal unconscious will be explored 
based on Thomas Fuch’s body memory and Tamás Ullmann’s affective uncon-
scious conceptions.
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Self-knowledge and Self-awareness in Augustine’s De Trinitate
Dániel Attila Kovács

In the second half of his De Trinitate (books VIII–XV). Augustine sets out to 
understand God, that is the holy trinity by means of examining its images in the 
creation. Since he finds the closest image of God in the self-relational structure 
of the human intellect (mens), he devotes book X to a thorough investigation of 
self-cognition. He makes a distinction between self-knowledge (se nosse) and 
self-thinking (se cogitare) and argues that although the intellect always knows 
itself, it does not always think itself. In my paper I challenge some existing in-
terpretations of these Augustinian notions and present a new interpretation of 
his theory of self-cognition.
Johannes Brachtendorf interprets the two modes of self-cognition as radically 
differing both in their nature and their content. According to him, Augustinian 
self-knowledge is a kind of minimal self-awareness, through which we are aware 
of ourselves as a subject of our mental states. Self-thinking, on the other hand, 
consists of entertaining propositions concerning the nature of the intellect and 
forming various self-conceptions. Charles Brittain opposing Brachtendorf’s in-
terpretation argues that self-knowledge and self-thinking are one and the same 
activity, the only difference being that self-thinking is the conscious exercising 
of self-knowledge, an usually unconscious knowledge of the intellect’s essence. 
Moreover, this self-knowledge is identical to the intellect essence, which turns 
out to be a reflexive act of intellection.
I agree with Brittain that the difference between self-knowledge and self-think-
ing is one of consciousness, but I argue that Augustine distinguishes different 
kinds of consciousness. The self-knowledge, which constitutes the intellect’s 
essence is always conscious in the sense of minimal self-consciousness as we 
experience ourselves as the subjects of our conscious mental states. Contrary 
to Brachtendorf, I contend that self-knowledge is not identical to this minimal 
self-awareness, but the latter is only a basic but incomplete manifestation of the 
former. In self-thinking our self-knowledge in addition to being present as min-
imal self-consciousness also becomes access-conscious. However, self-thinking 
requires our complete attention to turn back upon the intellect itself, which 
is usually hindered by excessive emotional attachment to outside objects and 
detrimental cognitive habits. In the last section of book X (VII 11 – XII 19) 
Augustine to demonstrate that the intellect essence is an immaterial reflexive 
act of intellection, that at the same time serve to guide the reader’s attention 
and facilitate self-thinking. In the analysis of these arguments, I highlight the 
special way in which phenomenological analysis and metaphysical theory are 
intertwined in Augustine.
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The Question of Subject in Freud: Desire Satisfaction  
and Sublimation
Csaba Olay

The paper examines the problem of the subject of desire in Freud’s psycho-
analysis from two different, but connected aspects, viz. who is the subject of 
the desire that gets satisfaction in dreams, and who is the subject of the desire 
that gets satisfaction in sublimation, in cultural and scientific activities? The 
paper argues that Freud develops a contradictory position concerning the sub-
ject in an elementary sense: since dreams are results of dreamwork and cryptic 
transformations by the unconscious, and at the same time the satisfaction of a 
desire, Freud is not able to solve a structural problem, namely: who should be 
conceived as the subject of the desire and of its fulfilment. To hold that it is a 
subject who is not aware of his or her satisfaction seems paradoxical. The second 
part of the paper shows that the same structural problem arises concerning the 
alleged satisfaction in cultural and scientific activities.

On the Cognitive Unconscious
Csaba Pléh 
 
The review paper starts from a characterization of the rational and the irrational 
unconscious in the classical philosophical tradition, then presents the ideas of 
early experimental psychology (Helmholtz, Wundt) on the features of rational 
unconscious processes. In 20th-century psychology this tradition was followed by 
the different versions of New Look theories that tried to show the effect of moti-
vational factors on perception. Present day theories of the cognitive unconscious 
supplemented this vision with another topic, the unconsciousness of sometimes 
very sophisticated procedural systems. Examples for this are presented regard-
ing language. A comprehensive image of the cognitive unconscious would treat 
it as a peculiar issues of transitional combination of relatively independent high-
er cognitive processes.
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Sági Péter Tamás

Experiments by Libet and Free Will

In this paper I examine several neuroscientific research papers which all claim 
that they disprove the existence of free will. They include famous neuroscien-
tific experiments by Benjamin Libet and Chun Siong Soon. First I explain why 
these neuroscientific experiments may threaten free will. Then I argue that the 
experiments by Benjamin Libet involve methodological errors and that they are 
also problematic as regards the definition and significance of Readiness Poten-
tial. Furthermore I defend a position that the fMRI studies by Soon et al. are not 
detailed and precise enough to assert anything of importance about free will. In 
general I argue that the current neuroscientific experiments are not forcing us to 
suspend our belief in free will.


