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ABSTRACTS

KISS Jenő: Forty years of Hungarian libraries. -  The most urgent things to do in Hungarian li- 
brarianship after 1945 were: reorganizing the libraries destroyed during the war, creating new li
braries and organizing public library provision. Following the 1st national conference of Hungarian 
librarians, held in 1952, central services started, a state-owned Library Supply Agency was establish
ed and a Cabinet-decision prescribed the development of a public library network including the 
organization of county and district libraries. The organization of special libraries in factories also 
began and documentation centres for the individual branches of industries were set up. In 1956 a 
basic law regulating the whole of the library system was issued and the library association was re
organized. From the second half of the Fifties the improvement of professional activities became 
more important. The acquisition work of different libraries became more different, open access 
began to spread and special collections evolved. By 1962 the frames of the trade union library network 
(at places of work) took shape. The internal work of libraries was modernized, library standardization 
started. In addititon to library education at university level, college-level courses as well as basic and 
intermediate courses began to be held . This was a period of the first library building wave.The follow
ing milestone was 1970, the year of the 3rd national library conference: tasks of librarianship and in
formation profession were reformulated, the network principle was interpreted in a more up-to-date 
fashion, inter-library co-operation as well as the technical development and computerization of li
braries were given a greater emphasis. By the second half o f the Seventies the evolution of libraries 
slowed down, therefore the 4th national library conference (1981), considering the narrowed pos
sibilities, modified the action plan. (pp. 351-365.)
TAKÁCS Gitta: Computer-aided text editing in information. -  A variety of textual materials is pro
cessed in information institutions. Online text-editing systems help this work. Different types of these 
systems enable operations on textual files of different structures and different sizes, depending on 
the scope of edit commands (e.g. inserting, deleting or translocating of texts). The main features of a 
few microcomputer-aided text-editing programs, developed in Hungary, are described in the paper, 
(pp. 366-380.)

PAPP István: Organization of computerized networks from the point o f view of individual libraries.
-  A current task of Hungarian librarianship is the creation of a nationwide network based on com
puters and linked up with each other through telecommunication channels. The first phase should 
include the once-only processing of library materials and the automation of library routines, while 
the domestic data bases, developed in individual subject Fields, can be added in a further phase. Uni
versity and county libraries as well as major libraries with a nationwide responsibility have a parti
cular place in the national library system. The composition, structure, use and the outputs of files 
of centrally produced records are examined from the point of view of these organizations as major 
users and mediators, (pp. 381-386.)

KERTÉSZ Gyula: Recent developments and problems of the bibliographies of articles o f individual 
periodicals. -  An overview of the development of bibliographies of articles of individual periodicals 
published in Hungary or abroad in Hungarian language from 1975 (the closing date of a previous 
bibliography by the author) to 1984. Titles completed until 1975 and those between 1975 and 1984 
are presented parallel in Table 1 by forms (ones published as separate publication, as appendix, as 
unidependent bibliography or those available in manuscript) and by type of the processed sources 
(dailies, weeklies, journals, year books and alamancs). The second part of the paper as well as Table 
2 present a thematic breakdown of the bibliographies of articles of journals and year books. The
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subjects most extensively covered are social sciences, literary science and belles lettres, general topics 
periodicals (also including almanacs and school-reports). The third part of the article deals with the 
methodological questions concerning the arrangement of materials. The following structures are de
scribed: alphabetical order of authors, multiple filing of items, thematic/typological order, chrono
logical order, dictionary-catalogue arrangement, indexing techniques (both manual and com
puterized). (pp. 387-397.)

MÂNDY Gábor -  BARTOS Éva: Information seeking in everyday life. -  Report of a research into the 
problems and information seeking patterns of library users as well as the sources used. Problems have 
been analysed by such roles as parent, consumer or worker. Solving problems independently, using 
more than one source at a time,applying models in a creative way and consulting friends, people at the 
place of work, members of the family and those in a similar situation (other housewives, hobbysts, 
etc.) turned out to be the dominant problem-solving patterns. Regular library users tended to try the 
library first. The authors advocate questioning non-users and investigating the problems outside the 
scope of the existing library services as well as designing, in collaboration with other professionals 
involved, a comprehensive institutional frame for community information services. (PP- 398-408.)

MEDNYANASZKY Sándor: The library in the combined cultural centre. -  Multi-purpose combined 
cultural institutions integrating educational and cultural functions, have been operating in Hungary for 
over ten years. Two types of them have evolved: one serves small communities where personal and 
material conditions only permit a sole cultural institution to be run; the other one includes large units 
built for new towns in big cities. There is a difference of an order of magnitude between them, still 
their problems are almost the same. The libraries in these cultural centres operate on the one hand as 
combined school and children's libraries and as public libraries (for adults too) on the other. Those 
within larger cultural centres are engaged also in theoretical tasks and research. It is and advantage 
that material resources are concentrated in one hand and can be easily reallocated, depending on 
current needs. These institutions can build their library services on a steady clientele. However, it is a 
trouble that no management model for the operating of such combined cultural centres has been 
elaborated yet. Libraries are often forced to undertake, at the expense of their main services, other 
tasks. The shared building and the daily co-operation between the units of the combined organi
zation also often result in frictions, (pp. 409-417 .)

On the activity of the Board of County Library Directors 1983—1984. (TAKÁCS Miklós) -  The 
majority of the reports discussed by the Board represented problems of the whole library system. 
Inter-library co-opertaion invariably is a current topic. The forms of co-operation with school li
braries and trade union libraries were reviewed. A study was prepared on information services based 
on professional, literature in social sciences, needs for social science information and the state of 
information sources in this area (see the article by NAGY Lajos, Sz. in no. 1, 1985). Another analysis 
covered the state o f regional co-operation. Great inequalities were found between the activities of the 
individual regions. The statues of the Board were modified. Takács Miklós, Director of Vas County 
Library at Szombathely, was elected the new chairman, (pp. 418-420 .)

On the work of the Board of Directors of Trade Union Central Libraries 1983-1984. (SEREGI István) 
-  The co-operation between trade union libraries and libraries belonging to other networks was a 
recurring topic on the meetings of the Board (such as the co-operation of trade union libraries with 
special libraries in companies or between libraries for the sick and those for the staff in public health 
institutions). Integration can be a solution in some places, and once combined libraries evolved, their 
network status has also to be determined. A study was prepared on the implementation of guidelines 
concerning collection interests in the acquisition practice of trade union libraries, and another paper 
examined the role o f audiovisual materials in trade union libraries, (pp. 421-424 .)
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