
STUDIES

The following two articles by Miklós BÉNYEI and Mihály PÁLVÖLGYI were 
presented at the conference "Training in library and information sciences: current 
situation and future opportunities” held on 11 October 2004 at the Metropolitan 
Ervin Szabó Library.

Unanswered questions in the training in library and information 
sciences
BÉNYEI, Miklós

Könyvtári Figyelő (Library Review) vol. 15. (51.) 2005. No. 1. pp. 13-18.
The graduate training in library and information sciences is currently available at 13 
training institutions in Hungary. The training is offered both in full-time and part-time 
mode and in the form of distance education. The approximate number of LIS stu
dents is 4,000. Students obtain a university or a college degree diploma when they 
finish their studies.
As a consequence of the restructuring in compliance with the Bologna process, the 
system of higher education in Hungary -  including the training in librarianship -  is 
facing significant changes. Starting in 2006, the system of higher education will fol
low a new, linear structure. This means that the current coexistence of colleges and 
universities will end and a three-level system will be introduced: 1. the three-year, un
dergraduate programme requiring 180 credits (BA), 2. the two-year, masters degree 
level programme requiring 120 credits (MA), and the three-year doctoral degree 
programme (PhD) requiring 180 credits.
From 2006, the number of subjects available within the undergraduate programme 
will be radically reduced. New fields of studies and study programmes will be de-
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fined. Within the individual programmes, the same core 
training will be provided. In the first draft of the new law 
on higher education, the graduate training in LIS was not 
distinguished as an independent programme. Prominent 
figures of the training in librarianship and of the library 
field then decided to lobby jointly for the independence 
of the programme. Their arguments were accepted, but 
the next step was to range LIS under the Hungarian lan
guage and linguistics study programme. The profes
sional associations, the training institutes and the library 
department of the Ministry of Cultural Heritage then 
launched a new offensive to achieve that the LIS 
programme was included in the multidisciplinary social 
sciences field. The decree coming into force in August 
2004 (252/2004) already reflects this achievement, 
showing the training in LIS as a BA degree level 
programme to which post-secondary students can enrol 
directly.
This is how the independence of the training in librarian- 
ship was saved. Nevertheless, a few problems still re
main to be solved: e.g. the decree does not provide for 
the questions of full-time, part-time, evening courses and 
distance education. The current system allowing for stu
dents to follow in parallel another programme in addition 
to library sciences may not be maintained. Completing 
one programme only would be considered as a setback, 
however, one advantage could be that the credits re
lated to core subjects would be extended, making possi
ble a more in-depth acquisition of basic professional 
competencies. Another advantage of the new system is 
that each programme of the field can be completed with 
teacher’s training, allowing for a teaching librarian MA 
programme.
After the decree came into force, the experts involved in 
the training in LIS started to elaborate the requirements 
related to the training and the degrees that will be of
fered.

Training in library and Information sciences: 
current situation and tendencies, opportunities 
and threats
PÁLVÖLGYI, Mihály

Könyvtári Figyelő (Library Review) vol. 15. (51.) 2005. no. 
1.pp. 19-29.

The author examines the tasks of the training in library 
and information sciences from five points of view:

1) in the strategic context: the training in library and in
formation sciences needs to find its place in the sys
tem of local, regional, national and European strate
gies related to information society.

2) in terms of structure and content: the training in li
brary and information sciences has become part of 
an interdisciplinary field, the core programmes of

which (informatics, communication, general man
agement) can be advantageously combined with the 
training. The convergence with other subjects needs 
to be reflected in the curriculum. The training objec
tive has to be defined as it is stated in the decree 
129/2001, the degree requirements need to follow 
the requirements of the Hungarian Accreditation 
Committee. It needs to be clarified how the disad
vantages of the one-discipline qualification can be 
balanced. The relationship between undergraduate 
and masters degree levels needs to be elaborated.

3) in terms of cooperation of teaching staff and organi
sations: on the one hand, the conditions for collabo
ration between teachers, library schools, students, 
the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, the Library Institute, 
the professional associations and libraries need to 
be examined. On the other hand, the participation of 
teachers and students in international cooperative 
fora (EUCLID, BOBCATSSS) and in grant and ex
change programmes (Fulbright, ERASMUS) needs 
to be encouraged.

4) as far as research is concerned, clear research ob
jectives, strategies and priorities need to be defined 
together with mechanisms for stimulating the partici
pation in research.

5) the minimum requirements as well as the develop
ment concepts of the infrastructure necessary for 
successful operation need to be elaborated.

Traditions and modernity. Social sciences li
braries in Hungary. Conference held on 4 No
vember 2004 at the Metropolitan Ervin Szabó 
Library celebrating its 100th anniversary

The 100th anniversary of the special library of 
sociology. From the world bibliography of Ervin 
Szabó to the online sociological databases.
REISZ, László

Könyvtári Figyelő (Library Review) vol. 15. (51.) 2005. no. 
1. pp. 31 -  37.

The Metropolitan Ervin Szabó Library has a rich profes
sional history both as a metropolitan public library, and 
as a national special library in social sciences. Ervin 
Szabó, its founder and first director, was an internation
ally outstanding figure of the social and library sciences 
of his time. His level of professionalism and his innova
tive spirit had been decisive in the development of the li
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brary and continue to influence the library’s image to
day.

The sociological collection of the library was created in 
1973 with the two-fold objective of cataloguing both the 
professional literature of the past and the contemporary 
Hungarian sociological literature. The current literature 
has been catalogued since 1972. The automated cata
loguing started in 1987. The latest development, dating 
of February 2004, is an online database of approxi
mately 110 000 entries called “SzocioWeb” that can be 
accessed free of charge by all users.

As part of the retrospective conversion, some important 
works were accomplished, among others the publication 
of the five-volume Hungarian Bibliography of the History 
of Sociology, containing the bibliographical data of so
cial sciences publications between 1900 -  1929.

The retrospective cataloguing of Hungarian social sci
ences literature is going on in the Digital Social Sciences 
Archive. This is a full-text database aiming to collect se
lected monographies and periodical publications in so
cial sciences and related disciplines between 1848 and 
1948 in pdf format. This conversion method ensures that 
the original format and layout of the texts -  in the case of 
books, usually the first edition -  is maintained. It is ex
pected that 550 -  600 books will be digitised, with 
120,000 -  130,000 pages in total. Periodicals will include 
The 20th century; Freethought (1911 -  1918), the official 
journal of the Hungarian Freethought Association; Hun
garian Social Sciences Review (1908 -  1914); Women 
and Society (1907-1913), the official journal of the Hun
garian Feminist Association; Social Sciences (1921 -  
1942) and Social Review (1931 -  1933). The Hungarian 
Digital Social Sciences Archive also constitutes an excel
lent educational resource.

The Social Theory and Contemporary History 
Collection of Szeged University Library
LACZKÓ, Sándor

Könyvtári Figyelő (Library Review) voi 15. (51.) 2005. no.
1. pp. 39 -  44.

The collection was created in 1985 by the teaching staff 
of the Faculty of Humanities of Szeged University with 
the objective of collecting social theory and political his
tory literature related to the 20th century history of Hun
gary and Central and South-Eastern Europe. The collec
tion interest included emigré and samizdat publications, 
manuscripts, translations in manuscript, research litera
ture. Between 1985 and 1989, this was the only collec
tion where students could legally access samizdat and 
emigré literature.

During the political and economic transition period, the 
profile of the collection underwent a few changes. Prior
ity was given to the 20th century history and contempo
rary social theory of Central and South-Eastern Europe, 
with a special focus on nationality / minority issues. The 
collection has a two-fold function: it supports the profes
sional education in Regional History and Minority 
Studies at Szeged University and also constitutes a valu
able resource for research.

Since 1994, the collection has been functioning as a 
special collection of Szeged University Library and is 
open to the general public too. It contains 8,500 docu
ments, most of which are unavailable in print publishing, 
Hungarian periodicals published abroad, minori- 
ties-related journals, and other scholarly and cultural 
journals in English, Serbian, Croatian, Romanian and 
German languages. The collection is covered by the on
line catalogue of the university library. The homepage of 
the collection (http://primus.arts.u-szeged.hu/doktar) of
fers access to the databases, bibliographies as well as 
the full text of studies and articles published by the li
brary.

The new library of Szeged University was opened in De
cember 2004. The new location, as well as the integra
tion into the new structure hopefully holds new opportu
nities of development and cooperation for the special li
brary of Social Theory and Contemporary History.

The Library of the Hungarian Academy of Sci
ences supporting research In humanities and 
social sciences
MURÁNYI, Lajos

Könyvtári Figyelő (Library Review) vol. 15. (51.) 2005. no. 
1. pp. 45 -  50.

The Library of Hungarian Academy of Sciences was 
founded in 1826 and was opened to scholars in 1844. Its 
collections interests are literature and linguistics, classi
cal studies, oriental studies, science policy and history 
of science. The holdings include over 2,000,000 docu
ments of all types. The collection development is en
sured mainly by donations and exchanges, and occa
sionally by purchasing. From 1949 to 1994, the library 
was functioning as the central library for the network of 
research institutes run by the Academy of Sciences.

Since the 1960s, the library has been publishing a num
ber of reference works. Research and Development in
cluded 868 reviews, 53,000 bibliographic records, 2,082 
articles published between 1961 and 1994. Hunglnfo, 
Hungarian Social Sciences and Humanities, Contents of 
Periodicals was published from 1986 to 1989. Analecta
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Linguistics, a reference journal of linguistics was edited 
at the library between 1976 and 1992.

A few reference works were published in international 
cooperation, e.g. in the framework of the International 
Social Sciences Information System (1976 -  1990) and 
the European Cooperation on Social Sciences Informa
tion and Documentation (ECSSID) coordinated by the 
Vienna Centre. Within this latter programme, publica
tions on current researches were issued and the 
ECSSID Bulletin was edited at the library.

The library played an important role in the computerised 
reference services of the 1980s: they were providing in
formation retrieved from ISI, SCI, SSCI, and the Arts and 
Humanities Citation Index. At the moment, the library 
has access to these services within the Electronic Infor
mation Services programme run by the Ministry of Edu
cation in Hungary. The Library is participating in other 
consortia for accessing electronic services such as Peri
odical Contents Index, Literature Online, European 
Sources Online by Proquest, Biographical Resources In
dex and EBSCOhost. A digitisation programme was also 
launched out of external funding. A so far unpublished 
bibliography of Hungarian writer’s biographies and 
works (compiled by Pál Gyulás) has recently been made 
accessible in electronic form and the official documents 
of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences are being digit
ised as well.

The special library for Regional Studies 
in Hungary
SZIRÁKI, Zsuzsa

Könyvtári Figyelő (Library Review) vol. 15. (51.) 2005. no. 
1. pp. 51 -  58.

The Transdanubian Research Centre in Pécs was 
founded in 1943 and has been integrated in the network 
of research institutes of the Hungarian Academy of Sci
ences since 1955. Its original mission was to carry out 
research related to geography, economy, ethnography 
and history. The library of the institute inherited the col
lection of the related department of Pécs university.

In the 1970s, multidisciplinary research started which re
sulted in an enhanced role of the library. Its collection in
terest was enlarged and started to include literature in 
economy, public administration, law, sociology etc. In 
1983, the Centre for Regional Studies of the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences was founded as a network of insti
tutes of complex social science researches. Its main 
strategic objectives are the interdisciplinary research of 
long term national and international processes of re
gional and urban development and their systems of in

stitutions, as well as support to decision making con
cerning regional development in Hungary. The core li
brary of the Centre for Regional Studies is the library of 
the Transdanubian Research Centre. In our days, the li
brary’s collection interest focuses on economic and so
cietal development and social sciences works related to 
research methodologies. The collection contains 43,000 
items, including monographies, periodicals, maps, grey 
literature. 75% of the library’s budget is spent on journal 
subscriptions (currently 42 foreign periodicals can be 
consulted). Since 2001, cataloguing has been carried 
out in the TinLib integrated library system.

The United Social Sciences Library of the Hun
garian Academy of Sciences
MARKELLA, Anikó

Könyvtári Figyelő (Library Review) vol. 15. (51.) 2005. no. 
1. pp. 59 -  62.

The youngest social sciences library in Hungary was 
founded five years ago with the merging of libraries of 
three research institutes of the Academy of Sciences. 
Before 1994, the Hungarian Academy of Sciences oper
ated a network of research institutes with a correspond
ing network of 40 research libraries of special profiles, 
offering limited public access. The network system was 
ended by the law on the Academy of Sciences in 1994. 
As a result of this measure, the research libraries have 
remained without professional supervision and support. 
They are also at a disadvantage due to their status: they 
do not belong to the category of “libraries open to all” 
defined by the library law of 1997, consequently do not 
benefit from central funding for library development.

In 1999, three research institutes of the Academy of Sci
ences (the Institute of Political Sciences, the Institute of 
Sociology, and the Institute for World Economics) 
moved to the same location. The united library was cre
ated by the merging of the holdings of the three individ
ual libraries of these institutes. The united library started 
to operate with a collection of 150,000 volumes and 8 
staff relocated from the previous libraries. Most of the 
difficulties of the merging arose from the differences as 
far as the level of cataloguing, the depth of cataloguing, 
the applied indexing system, the expectations of the li
brary users (researchers), the scope of library services 
and the work processes within the three libraries.

Following the organisational changes, the united collec
tion was established. Double copies were filtered and 
some volumes were cancelled. In 2001, more changes 
followed in the library. The Institute for Minority Studies 
was created that took some space from the library’s pe
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riodicals reading room as well as from the offices of li
brary staff.

The core mission of the library is the support to research 
carried out at the institutes. Its primary users are re
searchers from the four institutes served by the library, 
but the library is open for scientists from other institutes 
as well. A few obstacles hinder the collection develop
ment: the library does not have an own budget and 
there is no separate budget for library purposes within 
the budgets of the four institutes either, so the institutes’ 
financial contributions are uneven. The library staff is 
planning to convert the collection catalogued in TINLIB 
into HUNTÉKA, a Hungarian integrated library system. 
Due to the lack of third party funding, retrospective con
version is progressing slowly. A long term plan is being 
elaborated for the setting up of a virtual catalogue cover
ing other social sciences collections of the Academy.

FROM ABROAD

DIPPOLD, Péter: Legal deposit and national 
bibliographies. An overview of international 
practices

Könyvtári Figyelő (Library Review) vol. 15. (51.) 2005. no. 
1. pp. 63 -  74.

Legal deposit regulations are of primary importance 
from the point of view of keeping a national published 
archive. The legal deposit of print documents goes back 
to a long history, its regulation does not create problems 
today. But the legislation of the deposit of electronic 
publications raises a new challenge. Including digital 
publications into the legal deposit system is one of the 
tasks of utmost importance for the national bibliographi
cal agencies and offices.

The overview focuses on the presentation of the legal 
deposit practice of the United Kingdom. The British reg
ulation can be exemplary for Hungary in many respects. 
During the long preparatory negotiations, all parties con
cerned were brought together and the regulation turned 
out to be satisfactory from the point of view of the pub
lishers’ interests too.

The regulation was elaborated in accordance with copy
right rules. However, the deposit and storage of online 
databases and websites remain to be solved. A few 
other national and international projects are also de
scribed, namely NEDLIB, EPPP, PANDORA and TEL

Open Access on the offensive? A report to the 
House of Commons of the United Kingdom Par
liament. (Reviewed by KOLTAY, Tibor)

Könyvtári Figyelő (Library Review) vol. 15. (51.) 2005. no. 
1.pp. 75-81.
The 10th report (2003) of the Science and Technology 
Committee of the House of Commons of the UK parlia
ment contains a number of positive elements in connec
tion with the political support to expanding access to sci
entific information. As the report states, due to the seri
ous constraints on library budgets, libraries are cancel
ling their journal subscriptions. As a consequence, pub
lishers suffer revenue loss, while library users’ unre
stricted access to information is jeopardised too. It is a 
common interest to keep the costs at an affordable level, 
based on an agreement acceptable for all players of the 
scientific information market. Free of charge access 
leads to a more effective use of scientific literature and 
enhances the return on public money invested in re
search. Similar conclusions can be found in the Action 
Plan of the World Summit on the Information Society 
that draws the attention to the initiatives facilitating ac
cess to scientific literature by affordable subscription 
prices, or by open access journals and books, as well as 
open access archives. Electronic-only publishing, differ
entiated price models as well as open access initiatives 
are strongly recommended by WSIS.

ROSENTHAL, Bernard M.: A few aspects of the 
antiquarian bookselling of the 19th and 20th 
centuries.
(Summary by M0H0R, Jenő)

Könyvtári Figyelő (Library Review) vol. 15. (51.) 2005. 
nNo. 1. pp. 82 -  88.

Local library policies in Italy. Review
(Reviewed by M0H0R, Jenő)

Könyvtári Figyelő (Library Review) vol. 15. (51.) 2005. no. 
1. pp. 89 -  97.
Local governments in Italy have published their princi
ples of library policy in 2003. The policy was discussed 
at the 4th national library conference in Florence. The re
view presents the policy document itself and the reac
tion that it produced in the library field. For the better un
derstanding of the policy by Hungarian readers, the re
view provides a summary on the system and current sit
uation of Italian libraries.
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BOOK REVIEWS

NAGY Attila - PÉTERFI Rita (eds.): Public 
Libraries and the Cultural integration 
of Gypsies In Hungary.
(Summary by ÉGER, Veronika)

Könyvtári Figyelő (Library Review) vol. 15. (51.) 2005. no. 
1.pp. 99 - 103.

ECSEDY, V. Judit: Characters and images used by 
old Hungarian printers (1473-1600)
(Summary by BÁNFI, Szilvia)

Könyvtári Figyelő (Library Review) vol. 15. (51.) 2005. no. 
1.pp. 103- 105.

POGÁNY, György: Blbllophilia and the art 
of books; POGÁNY, György: A brief history 
of Hungarian book trade.
(Summary by KENYÉRI, Kornélia)

Könyvtári Figyelő (Library Review) vol. 15. (51.) 2005. no.
1.pp. 106- 110.

50 years in the information services 
of the Hungarian agricultural sector.
The history of the National Agricultural 
Library and Documentation Center 
1952 - 2002.
(Summary by ÉGER, Veronika)

Könyvtári Figyelő (Library Review) vol. 15. (51.) 2005. no.
1. pp. 110-112.

ABSTRACTS

From foreign library and Information science 
journals 0

Könyvtári Figyelő (Library Review) vol. 15. (51.) 2005. no. 
1. pp. 113-203.

Leonardo da Vinci - Budapesten
Budapest látja vendégül a Fővárosi Szabó Ervin Könyvtárban a Hoepli Kiadó 1894-1904-es 

Leonardo da Vinci „Codex Atlanticus" c. nemzetközi kiállítását.
A látogatóknak lehetőségük nyílik megtekinteni a Hoepli-féle Codex Atlanticus kiadás több 

mint 60 eredeti, az Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei levéltárából származó táblaképét, valamint 
a Vinci-i Leonardo Múzeum és a Boldetti történelmi gyűjtemény anyagát képező különböző 
gépmodelleket. A tárlat elsődleges célja Leonardo leghíresebb kódexei egyikének bemutatása, 

melyet az 1500-as évek második felében Pompeo Leoni szobrász a szétszóródott lapokból
gyűjtött össze egy nagy albumba.

A táblaképek Leonardo kutatásainak és kísérleteinek széles skáláját mutatják be. Ezeken kívül 
betekintést nyerhetünk Leonardo matematikai, nyelvészeti tanulmányaiba, irodalmi

munkásságába is.
A kiállítás 2005. március 18-a és május 29-e között látogatható 

a Fővárosi Szabó Ervin Könyvtárban.
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21. IRA Világkongresszus

Budapest, 2006. augusztus 7-10.

Témák1. A kulturális sokszínűség kezelése (kisebbségek, többnyelvű és multikulturális társadalmi közeg, migrán- sok)2. Kutatási eredmények3. Reform mozgalmak (az elszámoltathatóság, a nagyléptékű eredménymérések, az iskolai minőségbiztosítás követelményei, PISA/PIRLS)4. RWCT: az olvasás és írás tanítása a kritikai gondolkodás fejlesztésének szolgálatában5. Olvasástanítás (módszertani kérdések és tapasztalatok az óvodai, elemi és középfokú iskolai gyakorlatban, családközpontú olvasásra nevelés)6. Értékelés az osztálytermi munkában7. (Gyermek)irodalom, könyvtárak8. Magyar nyelvű szekció9. Szabad dolgozatok (az előző témákba be nem sorolható előadások, műhelyek)
Ülésformák

© ElőadásokEgy-egy ülésre két-három, hasonló témájú írott előadástcsoportosít a Program Bizottság. A szerzők előadásuk rövidített változatát adják elő.Az ülés hossza: 1 Vi óra.

© SzimpóziumA javaslattevő szervezi: több előadó rövid beszédet tart egy közös témáról, ezt az előadók és a hallgatóság vitája követi.Az ülés hossza: 1 Vi óra.© Kerekasztal beszélgetésRövid előadás hangzik el egy vagy több előadó lehetséges, ezt szúk körben megvitatják.Az ülés hossza: 45 perc.© MűhelyA műhely szervezője tevékenységeket olyan tevékenységeket szervez, amelynek során a résztvevők megismerhetnek egy specifikus eljárást, eszközt, módszert. A formális előadás (prezentáció) minimálisra korlátozott.Az ülés hossza: 45 perc vagy 1 Vi óra.© PoszterA javaslattevő kiállítható posztert készít, ezen mutatja be tanulmányát, projektjét, kísérletét. Az előadó a poszter mellett áll és az érdeklődőket egyénileg és informális keretek között tájékoztatja anyagáról.Az ülés hossza: 45 perc
Naptár2005. március 30.Felhívás előadás/műhely, stb. javaslatokra2005. november 30.Előadásra/műhelyre, stb. jelentkezés határideje2006. február 10.Programbizottság visszajelzése a jelentkezés elfogadásáról.
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