
ABSTRACTS

Professional policy to be followed in case of 
being nominated to director general of the 
National Széchényi Library
POPRÁDY Géza

Géza Poprády was appointed director general of the national 
library in May 1994. The article is the programme of the new 
director general representing technocratic managerial views. 
Tasks are categorized as professional and organizational 
ones, technical issues and short, medium and long term ob
jectives. So far as acquisition is concerned, he would solve 
the problems of the legal deposit service by new legal regula
tions including the reduction of the number of copies, tax 
reduction, and sanctioning. With regard to the occurrence of 
new media (such as electronic journals, etc.) he finds the 
renewal of acquisition necessary for the National Széchényi 
Library. The coordination of acquisition would be the task of 
an acquisition council. The protection of the collection of the 
National Széchényi Library is important, and has to be carried 
out without limiting the provision for users. He intends to 
reduce problems by reproduction, the modernization of air 
conditioning in the stacks, and by designing new under
ground stores. Minor rationalizations are also planned with 
respect to the Hungarian National Bibliography and the bib
liographic control of Hungarica materials. From among cen
tral services, the issues related to the union catalogue of 
books and to interlibrary lending are emphasized. The pre
sent union catalogue of books in card form will be turned into 
a database available on-line. Interlending would be enhanced 
by the computerized registration of queries, and by utilizing 
e-mail and telefax. In the field of computerization the installa
tion of the acquisition and lending modules, and the involve
ment of special collections are the major tasks. The 
professional support to the cultural administration would be 
provided by the Centre for Library Science and Methodology 
after minor reorganization. He finds only some small changes 
necessary on the organizational level, (pp. 351-358)

The Periodicals Group started to work
BILLÉDI Ferencné

Following foreign examples (such as the vast projects related 
to the development of the handling of periodicals in libraries 
initiated by the Serials Section of I FLA, and the European 
Association of Serials’ Societies being organized these days, 
etc.) it occurred that a similar organization would be neces
sary in Hungary, too. In November 1993 Hungarian library 
experts subscribed to the plans, and the Library of the Buda
pest Technical University assumed the task of coordinating 
the organization. Activities started in April 1994 with the meet
ing entitled "Periodicals : current issues". The contributions of 
Zsoltné Nagy and Graham Waters included in our present 
issue were also prepared for this event, (pp. 359-360)
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The automated current periodicals bibliog
raphy and its services
NAGY Zsoltné

The National Széchényi Library ventured to prepare a bibliog
raphy of current periodicals on regular basis first in 1976 
when Kurrens Időszaki Kiadványok (Current Serials) was 
started. Magyar Nemzeti Bibliográfia. Időszaki Kiadványok 
Bibliográfiája (Hungarian National Bibliography. Bibliography 
of Serials) had been published annually since 1981, then 
biannually after 1986. Due to the lack of software capable of 
the preparation of the national bibliography of periodicals, the 
registration of data was solved by a Micro-ISIS based soft
ware developed at the National Széchényi Library creating 
the Magyar Periodika Adatbázis (Hungarian Periodical Data
base). The database is available on-line as an element of a 
network today. The database contains the records of periodi
cals issued in Hungary, received by the national library as 
legal deposits. The content of the database, the search op
tions, the records derivable from the database, and the serv
ices based on the HPD are summarized in the study, 
(pp. 361-367)

The Oracle Libraries integrated library sys
tem is introduced
VAJDA Mária

IQSOFT, an Austro-Hungarian joint venture founded in 1990, 
has become the exclusive distributor of the English Oracle 
Libraries. The integrated system was developed by Fretwell- 
Downing, and is distributed by Oracle UK. The present 5.1 
version covers all the traditional library functions, and is ca
pable of performing a number of individual tasks. The system 
has the great advantage of being independent of hardware, 
and it may be used both in centralized and in shared process
ing environment. It is available in multimedia OPAC MS Win
dows version, (pp. 368-373)

Changes of the book market in Hungary
LŐRINCZ Judit

Market economy develops slowly in former socialist countries 
due to the lack of capital, and the backwardness of infrastruc
ture. The book market has also changed considerably in 
Hungary since the transition, 1990. Beside official and occa
sional publishers small workshops also appeared, and alter
native (street) book trade started. The scale of this alternative 
form of distribution is impossible to estimate due to the lack 
of statistical data. Bread-and-butter worries pushed book pur
chase down to the bottom of the structure of the consumption 
of the average citizen. The publishing Of fiction and non-fic
tion has increased since 1988, while that of scientific and 
special books has decreased. In 1990 the number of domes
tic and foreign Hungarian publishers, editors, printing houses, 
and distributors amounted to about 2000 all together. Books 
in Print was started in 1993 surveying commercially available 
books. The choice of book publishing widened, but the aver
age size of editions decreased. It could be an aim that the

products of book publishing be statistically measurable and 
comparable in East Central Europe, (pp. 374-377)

Administrative library in the Eger County Hall
SZECSKÓ Károlyné

Though the administrative department of Heves County Li
brary belongs to the county library, it works in the building of 
the County Council (today local government), adapting to the 
business hours of the staff of the office from early morning till 
the afternoon, providing them with administrative, legal and 
political information and literature. The majority of users are 
recruited from the office staff, though the library is open to 
anyone. Legal information services are supported by a com
puterized database of legal regulations named "Kartoték". 
Overlapping is unavoidable between the legal department 
(special library) and the collection of the county library, but 
division of labour, and close cooperation are determining 
principles. The most difficult problem is harmonizing opening 
hours, since the county library is open in the evenings, too, 
while the department is open only during working hours, 
(pp. 378-382)

The legal and administrative special library of 
the Veszprém county government
JURICS Imréné

A legal special library was organized 10 years ago in the 
building of the Veszprém County Council (today government) 
and has been maintained ever since with the aim of providing 
the staff with special literature, and offering information serv
ices to the staff of local governments as well. The article 
gives an account of the foundation of the library, that of col
lection development, and computerization, (pp.383-389)

Abroad

KISS Jenő: Hungarian libraries and librarians 
in Rumania.
(pp. 391-393)

The charter of French libraries. (Charte des 
bibliotheques, 1992.)
(Transl.: Kovács Emőke, Fogarassy Miklós) (pp, 393-397)

HAYES, Robert M.: Measurement of informa
tion.
(Abstract: Fülöp Géza) (pp. 398-403)
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Papers presented at the symposium of Hun
garian and Dutch librarians. 3.
BRUYNS, Ruud: Status and image of the li
brarian.
(Transl.: Orbán Éva) (pp. 404-409)

POELL, Pierre: LiteROM, a unique project of 
the Amsterdam Public Library and NBLC.
(Transl.: Orbán Éva) (pp. 410-414)

WATERS, Graham: Services of the Subscrip
tion Agency Swets
(Transl.: Billédi Ferencné) (pp. 415-418)

GORMAN, Michael: The treason of the 
learned. The real agenda of those who would 
destroy libraries and books.
(Transl.: Novák István) (pp. 419-421)

Book reviews

TÓSZEGI Zsuzsanna: A képi információ. 
(Visual information)
(Rev.: Fülöp Géza) (pp. 424-425)

Artificial intelligence and support systems. 
(Ed. by F.W. Lancester)
(Rev.: Koltay Tibor) (pp. 426-430)

Opportunity 2000: understanding and serv
ing users in an electronic library. (Ed. by A.H. 
Helal)
(Rev.: Koltay Tibor) (pp. 431-434)

Informationspolitik als Kulturpolitik. Beitrage 
einer internationale Konferenz, Königswin- 
ter/Bonn, 1992. Information policy as cultural 
policy. (Hrs. Heiner Schnelling)
(Rev.: Szabó Eszter) (pp. 435-437)

WOOD, E.J.: Strategic marketing for libraries. 
A handbook.
(Rev.: Szabó Eszter) (pp. 438-440)

From foreign journals (Abstracts)
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