
Crisis and agglomeration in Hungary’s pig production
Arnold Csonka and Imre Fertő 

The paper examines agglomeration effects and spatial externalities in the Hungar-
ian pig sector over the period 2000‒2010. Previous studies have concentrated prima-
rily on North American and West European countries. Research into the Central-
Eastern European countries has been non-existent. The study is a first step to filling 
this gap. It devises a spatial lag–spatial error regression model to capture horizontal 
and vertical spillover effects, and environmental curbs that affect the location of the 
sector at municipality (LAU‒1) level. The estimates reached confirm an approach 
of distinguishing individual and corporate farms in the empirical analysis, as pig 
production was affected by different factors and in different ways in the two sub-
sections, so that they constitute two different “worlds” in terms of spatial econom-
ics. The “introverted world” of individual farms is highly sensitive to agglomeration 
effects and spatial externalities; the “extroverted world” of corporate farms is more 
proof against agglomeration gains and spatial externalities. 

Scope for modelling entrepreneurial ecosystems: facts and problems
Ákos Tóth-Pajor and Richárd Farkas 

The authors examine entrepreneurial ecosystems in the Hungarian economy, and 
in doing so take a new approach to the development of economic communities that 
emphasizes the quality of entrepreneurial activity. It is assumed that the purpose of 
economic communities is to establish productive entrepreneurship. This quality is 
examined through an empirical representation of the fundamental Q and the invest-
ment/capital ratio. The results confirm that the ratio is a sufficient indicator of the 
quality of entrepreneurship. The other question addressed is whether the entrepre-
neurial ecosystems emerge in a spatially concentrated way, building up as systems 
on a regional level. Spatial econometric tools produce results to indicate that set-
tlements in which the quality of entrepreneurship is high, do not emerge in a con-
centrated way. The paper concludes by examining why these results contradict the 
existing literature on regional ecosystems.
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Various explanations for tax compliance 
András Semjén

The classic model of tax-compliance behaviour interprets the problem as an individ-
ual decision taken under risk by a single taxpayer. After outlining this model through 
a survey of the literature, the paper examines whether the empirical results corrobo-
rate the expectations suggested by the theory on the impacts of the main explanatory 
factors for tax compliance. The results are somewhat contradictory and/or inconclu-
sive on that and on the level of tax rates as a factor, but the expected positive relation 
between the probability of tax audits and compliance seems to hold. The deterrent 
effect of high tax fines on compliance seems weaker than expected. Yet with high 
audit probabilities, the impact of high fine levels may strengthen. These findings 
suggest that more realistic alternative models are needed to explain taxpayer behav-
iour than that offered by the classic economics-of-crime approach. The author goes 
on to elaborate on some new paradigms explaining taxpayer behaviour: tax compli-
ance behaviour as set by the social dilemma between contributing individually to 
public good provision and free riding; heterogeneity of taxpayers as a main factor 
determining taxpayer behaviour; the implicit psychological contract paradigm; and 
lastly the slippery-slope paradigm, which synthesizes positive attributes of these par-
adigms and integrates the economic and psychological explanations of tax-compli-
ance behaviour. Finally, the paper looks at agent-based simulations, an increasingly 
popular methodological innovation valuable in analysing the impacts of such new 
paradigms describing taxpayer behaviour.

The financial issues of open-access scholarly publishing
Kármen Kovács

In studying the financial issues of open-access scholarly publishing, the paper focuses 
on how the author-payment, OA business models applied by academic journals affect 
researchers as authors. The paper points out the disputable factors and problems, 
while presenting possible solutions and examples. In the social sciences, the propor-
tion of financed research is low and finance for publishing hard to obtain. However, 
some academic publishers and scientific associations provide solutions through dis-
counting or non-payment of publication fees under certain circumstances. It is also 
argued that the budget for subscribing to academic journals should be reallocated for 
OA publication. However, the sources for subscriptions and for publication fees are 
not necessarily the same. All these circumstances also affect researchers in econom-
ics and business administration. 


