
Preface 

The present volume is a continuation of the 2007 combined (spring-fall) 
special issue of our journal which dealt with the background, events and 
aftermath of the 1956 revolution in Hungary. While this 2008 volume also 
deals with some of the circumstances and consequences of the 1956 
developments in that country, its main focus is the Revolution's Canadian 
aftermath, both the immediate and the long-term. Accordingly, this volume is 
divided into two main parts. Part one contains articles that are a continuation 
of the subject of our 2007 special volume, while part two has studies dealing 
with the Canadian aspects of the Revolution and the coming of the refugees, 
as well as their post-1956 experiences in this country. 

Part I of this volume presents two essays, one by Professors Ivan and 
Ivan and the other by Professor Nagy, which deal with the subject of the 
denial and/or misrepresentation of the 1956 events during the so-called Kadar 
era (1956-1989) in Hungary. The third paper, a review article by Professor 
Szapor discussing the life of Julia Rajk, deals with the subject of one woman's 
efforts to keep the memory of the pre-1956 repression in Hungary alive and to 
alleviate for as many individuals as possible the post-1956 persecution of the 
Revolution's victims. 

The papers in Part II deal with diverse aspects of the impact on 
Canada of the Revolution — and of the coming of the refugees. The first 
paper, by myself, sets the scene and elaborates at length on the historical back-
ground to the reactions in this country to the Revolution in Hungary and the 
subsequent refugee crisis in Austria (and, to a lesser extent, in Yugoslavia). 
The next paper is a partly eye-witness account of an aspect of the Hungarian-
Canadian community's response to the Revolution, while the two following 
articles discuss the fate and activities of the refugees in the decades after 1956. 
The last paper in this section contains the reminiscences of one '56-er, a 
member of the Sopron School of Forestry that in 1956 was admitted to 
Canada, students and faculty as a whole, so that the former could complete 
their studies, in Hungarian, at the University of British Columbia. 

This Part II of our present volume is the bulkiest, both in terms of the 
number of articles it contains and in terms of volume. Taking this into 
consideration, this collection of essays can be called the "Canadian volume" in 
our two-part series. But this anthology of papers can be called "Canadian" for 



another reason as well: a great majority of its authors are Canadian citizens or, 
at least, they have had training at Canadian universities. 

A third part of this 2008 volume contains review articles or extended 
book reviews, some of which are not closely or not at all related to the theme 
of the 1956 Revolution. Our journal may not have a regular issue until the end 
of the decade and for that reason we thought that there should be a section in 
this volume in which the book reviews that had accumulated in recent years 
are included, rather than delaying their publication for a few more years. 

Nandor Dreisziger 




