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America and Hungary, 
Hungary and America 

N. F. Dreisziger 

The United States and Hungary, Hungary and the United States, Ameri-
cans and Hungarians, Hungarians and Americans: these might all be 
appropriate titles for this collection of essays. These words constituted the 
first sentence of Part I of our collection of papers dealing with the inter-
relationship of the USA and Hungary, and with Hungarians in the United 
States. That volume appeared in 2003. Its first lines might well serve as 
the introduction to our new volume. 

The present collection of papers is a sequel to our 2003 compen-
dium. Some of the papers in this volume had come to us before 2003 but 
had not been finalized for publication at the time Part I went to print, 
while other studies reached us only later. The majority of the articles in 
this collection deal with themes that had been introduced in 2003 but a 
few introduce new subjects, all within the context of American-Hungarian 
relations and the evolution of the Hungarian presence in the USA. 

The first paper in the volume, the essay by Tibor Giant, deals 
with American relations with Hungary during the early part of the twen-
tieth century. This work is not exactly diplomatic history since Hungary 
was not an independent country until the end of 1918 and did not have, in 
fact could not have, regular diplomatic relations with outside powers. 
Never-the-less Professor Giant's essay fits into the discipline of internati-
onal relations. The volume's second papers is also a study in international 
relations, as it is also an examination of the evolving image of Hungary in 
the United States as well as in the wider community of American and 
European international relations experts. 

The following two papers deal with the world of Hungarian 
immigrants to the United States. Thomas Sakmyster's study is a historical 



retrospective on the press and propaganda activities of Hungarian commu-
nist refugees to the United States in the interwar period. It discusses the 
ideologically-coloured world of Marxist-Leninist journalists functioning in 
American society that they had difficulty in understanding and a society 
that didn't understand them. While Professor Sakmyster's work was an 
examination of the world of our immigrant parents' and grandparents' 
generation, Kalman Dreisziger's essay is a report on today's Hungarian-
American (and, to a lesser extent, Hungarian-Canadian, etc.) youth in 
search of its cultural roots through the medium of Hungarian folk danc-
ing. While most studies of the Hungarian presence in America in our days 
describe the processes of the decline of ethnic identity among Hungarian 
Americans and their increasing assimilation to American mainstream 
society, this report speaks of cultural persistence and even revival as 
second and third generation Hungarians, and even people with minimal 
affiliation to the Hungarian-American community, strive for achieving 
authenticity in their quest for mastering the ancient folk dances of the 
Hungarians of the Carpathian Basin. 

The last two essays in Part I of the present volume also deal with 
the Hungarian-American heritage. Stephen Beszedits' essay belongs 
basically to the genre of "famous" Hungarian immigrants to America, 
especially of America the land of unlimited opportunity. In our 2003 
volume we dealt with, among others, Joseph Pulitzer. This time the focus 
on someone nearly equally famous and successful, Emery Roth. Both of 
these remarkable individuals experienced the rags-to-riches (with a few 
detours) story of Jewish immigrants to America from Hungary. In the 
final essay in this part of our volume I review some recent developments 
in the evolution of historical writing on Hungarian Americans and their 
communities. This historiographical essay is a supplement and sequel to a 
similar essay that had appeared in our 2003 volume from the pen of 
Andras Csillag. It compliments Professor Csillag's essay by focusing in 
large part on veteran immigration historian Julianna Puskas's survey of 
Hungarian-American history. 

Part II of our volume deals with books, old and new, that deal 
with Hungarian connections to the United States, or American relations 
with Hungary. In the first essay of this section noted collector of Hunga-
rica Eugene Horvath reviews a little-known travelogue that was published 
well over a century ago. It is the story of the travels of three gentlemen 



adventurers from Hungary in the "wilds" and not so unknown parts of 
end-of-nineteenth century North America. The second piece in this section 
is a book review in which Peter Pastor comments on Tibor Frank's most 
recent book, the one that features American minister to Hungary John F. 
Montgomery's reports to Washington from Hungary during the late 1930s 
and very early 1940s. One conclusion that both Professor Frank and 
reviewer Professor Pastor emphasize, is that the new documentary evi-
dence presented suggests that, contrary to what Montgomery said about 
Hungary in his later writings, the regime of Regent Miklos Horthy was 
not an "unwilling satellite" of Nazi Germany in the matter of the "Jewish 
Laws" passed in Hungary during Montgomery's tenure as US minister in 
Budapest. In the final section of this part of the volume I review at some 
length the recent biography of Oscar Jaszi, the Hungarian academic, 
publicist and political and then emigre activist who left Hungary in 1919 
and lived in the United States for most of the rest of his long life. The 
Jaszi biography is by Gyorgy Litvan and it comes to the conclusion that 
Jaszi, this very controversial figure in Hungarian and Hungarian-American 
history, was a liberal in his thinking and a prophet in his predictions. 
Nearly hundred years ago he hinted at the coming of a united Europe and, 
in 1935, in talking about Hungary's future, he predicted the coming of a 
new war, of the post-war triumph of communism, the introduction of 
collective farming and, in general, the "rule of Asia" rather than of 
democracy and freedom in Hungary and East Central Europe. 

The last item in our volume is largely unrelated to the "USA and 
Hungary" theme and deals precisely with the problem of Hungary's future 
— as seen from the perspective of the post-1989 period. In writing about 
the future of Hungary after the "rule of Asia" ended there over a decade 
ago, I had predicted in 2001 that a better age would be forthcoming for 
the Hungarian nation. Three scholars, Drs. Susan Glanz, Eva Kiss-Novak 
and Barnabas Racz, had taken exception to this and some other statements 
I had made. Their argument is contained in a letter to the editor. The 
letter is followed by my reply which in turn is followed by a final rebuttal 
by the authors of the original letter. Though the disagreement over 
Hungary's future might continue, we all admit that none of us have the 
proverbial crystal ball to help us see what will happen in the years and 
decades to come. 



The final item of business to report in this volume is a promising 
development in regard to the future of our journal. This is the fact that the 
Hungarian Studies Association that has its headquarters in the United 
States* and which used to be known for decades as the American Assoc-
iation for the Study of Hungarian History, has joined the National Library 
of Hungary and the Hungarian Studies Association of Canada as a 
supporter of our periodical. We hope that this additional endorsement and 
the financial assistance it means will help to solidify our position and 
assure the journal's future for some time to come. 

* As opposed to the association by the same name that functions in 
Europe. 




