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It could be said that until the very end of the twentieth century the 
historiography of the Hungarian community of the United States was an 
underdeveloped academic field. In the year 2000 that situation changed 
considerably. In that year not one but two major surveys of that subject 
appeared. One of these books is Bela Vardy's Magyarok az Ujvilagban 
[Hungarians in the New World].1 The other is Julianna Puskas, Ties that 
Bind, Ties that Divide: One Hundred Years of Hungarian Experience in 
the United States.2 Of course, there had been many general books, spe-
cialized monographs, as well as shorter studies written on this subject 
before — some of them written by Puskas and Vardy themselves3 — but 
none of them as comprehensive or authoritative as the two new surveys 
mentioned above. 

In this volume Andras Csillag reviews the first of these works. He 
finds that perhaps Vardy's important contributions to Hungarian-American 
historiography is that his new book complements work done by historians 
in Hungary: 

...it covers topics that have not really been treated by Hungarian 
scholars. Thus, in addition to dealing with the development of 
Hungarian-American churches, religious life, fraternal, political 
and social organizations, newspapers, and even Hungarian-
American literature, it discusses the activities and roles of 
various emigre leaders, and it does so in accordance with their 
relative significance within the Hungarian-American world. We 
can learn from this book about the everyday life of the early 
immigrants, as well as about the relationships and conflicts 
among the various emigre waves that had arrived in the United 
States during different epochs of its history. 



In a future volume of our journal, probably in 2004, I will survey 
the literature on this subject and will try to place Vardy's and Puskas's 
books into the wider context of nearly a century of historical writing on 
Hungarian-American — as well as Hungarian-Canadian and Hungarian-
Latin American subjects. 

NOTES 

' Steven Bela Vardy, Magyarok az IJjvildgban: Az eszak-amerikai 
magyarsag rendhagyd tortenete [Hungarians in the New World: the irregular 
history of the Hungarians of North America] (Budapest: A Magyar Nyelv es 
Kultura Nemzetkozi Tarsasaga, 2000). 

2 Julianna Puskas, Ties that Binds, Ties that Divide: One Hundred Years 
of Hungarian Experience in the United States, transl. Zora Ludwig (New York 
and London: Holmes & Meier, Ellis Island series, 2000). 

3 Previous works by Julianna Puskas include: Kivandorlo magyarok az 
Egyesiilt Allamokban, 1880-1940 [Emigrant Hungarians in the United States, 
1880-1940] (Budapest: Akademiai kiado, 1982); From Hungary to the United 
States (1880-1914) (Budapest: Akademiai Kiado, 1982), as well as numerous 
articles including: "Kivandorlas Magyarorszagrol az Egyesiilt Allamokba 1914 
elott" [Emigration from Hungary to the United States before 1914], Tortenelmi 
Szemle 27 (1974): 32-68. 

S. B. Vardy's previous works include: The Hungarian-Americans 
(Boston: Twayne Publishers, 1985), and a great many shorter works which are 
listed in the bibliography of his year 2000 book, pages 701-11. Some of these are 
co-authored with his wife, Agnes Huszar Vardy. 




