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There can be little doubt that the twentieth century was a time of fairly 
intensive interaction between the United States and Hungary, especially as 
far as migration, re-migration, international travel, etc. were concerned. 
Another type of interaction, such as the transmission and interchange of 
ideas, has existed ever since the birth of the American Republic, or has 
even pre-dated it. It has been pointed out that the United States had an 
important impact on the evolution of Hungarian political ideas and public 
beliefs even before the 1848 Revolution in Hungary.1 Such interaction 
intensified in the early 1850s during the visit of Louis Kossuth to the 
American Republic and the coming of thousands of refugees of the 
1848-1849 Hungarian War of Independence — then by the participation 
of many of these ex-soldiers in the American Civil War — and, in the 
three-and-a-half decades before 1914, as the result of the arrival of over a 
million economic migrants from Hungary. By that time, informal — and, 
to a lesser extent — formal interstate ties had also started.2 

American-Hungarian interstate relations, both informal and for-
mal, were greatly influenced by the image American society had formed 
of Hungary — and also of Hungarian immigrants to the country. In the 
middle of the nineteenth century, this image was quite favourable, as it 
invoked a portrait of Hungarians as fighters for liberal reforms and 
national independence. Alas, at the turn of the century, this particular 
impression was increasingly replaced by the image of Hungary as a 
country dominated by an arch-conservative aristocracy opposed to reform 
and unfair to the national minorities3 — and of the Hungarian newcomer 
in America as a poorly educated and uncouth individual. Unfortunately 
for Hungary and Hungarians, throughout the first half of the twentieth 
century, these images persisted. It was only in the aftermath of the 1956 
anti-Soviet uprising in Hungary that the image of Hungary and Hungari-
ans improved substantially in the United States.4 



The first essay in this part of our volume deals with American 
attitudes to wartime Hungary -— as well as to Hungarian Americans and 
their organizations. It presents a hitherto unknown document that was 
produced in Washington in 1943 and which describes these organizations 
and their relationship to Hungary's regime of the times. In doing so, it 
offers some new historical details and, at the same time, reveals much 
about wartime Washington's attitudes to Hungary and Hungarians. The 
second paper in this section reviews the works of the American scholar 
Lee Congdon who, according to the review's author, presents a peculiarly 
American image of Hungarian intellectuals forced into exile by the 
upheavals that had befallen Hungary from the time of the First World 
War to the aftermath of the Second. It should be added that, while the 
image presented by Professor Congdon might be more or less character-
istically American, he is by no means a typical American academic — 
just as the reviewer of his work is not a typically Canadian one.5 
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