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Numerous notable Hungarians lived in American emigration during the Second
World War. Among them were exiled politicians, 1 writers, scholars, scientists, 2
as well as people involved in both the visual and performing arts. 3 When war
enveloped the world from 1939 to 1941, some of these individuals felt that the
fate of their native land, indeed of modern civilization, lay in the balance.
Accordingly, they took time from their creative activities and became involved in
politics. First it was the politicians that heeded the war's clarion call, but when
it became obvious that they would not be able to achieve their aims, other
prominent Hungarian Americans — including a number of artists — came
forward and, hoping that their reputations would enable them to do better, tried
to take centre stage in Hungarian emigre politics. This study explores the
largely untold story of these individuals' wartime political activities. It will try
to explain their motives, assess their impact on Hungarian-American politics, and
estimate the extent to which these artists-turned-politicians were successful in
attaining their objectives.
On the eve of the Second World War, Hungarian Americans composed a
sizable ethnic group that was characterized by complex social, religious, and
ideological divisions. 4 Most of its members were either immigrants who had
come to the United States before the First World War or their children. Since
immigration from Hungary had been greatly reduced after the introduction of
admission quotas in the 1920s, there were relatively few new additions to
America's Hungarian communities. Many of those that were relative newcomers,
however, were not so much economic migrants as they were emigres who had
left Hungary for political reasons. Among them were people who had participated in Hungary's post-war leftist revolutions and made their way to the United
States during the 1920s and 1930s, often with the expectation that they would
return to Hungary once the political climate there changed. This segment of
Hungarian-American society was a small one, but it was potentially influential as
it counted among its ranks numerous highly educated people with a great deal of
determination, energy, and organizational experience. In historical literature this
element of the Hungarian-American community is usually referred to as the
"progressive" bloc. In time, certainly by the summer of 1942, members of this

bloc would dominate wartime Hungarian emigre politics, after their opponents,
the conservatives, have had their heyday.

Conservative Ascendancy, 1939-41
Most Hungarian Americans, especially those who believed in "church and
country," were loosely affiliated with the American Hungarian Federation (AHF).
The A H F was the largest and most influential umbrella organization of Hungarian Americans at the time of the outbreak of the Second World War. It was the
successor to a number of such organizations, the earliest dating from before
1914. The first Hungarian-American federation ceased operations during the
First World War, but in 1929 a new one was established with the help of the
Hungarian government. Ten years later, a more viable organization was formed.
Both the 1929 federation and the one resurrected on the eve of the war were
supporters of Admiral Miklos Horthy's regime and its efforts to revise the Treaty
of Trianon, the post-war peace settlement that detached from Hungary two-thirds
of its territory. Enjoying the support of some of the largest and richest associations of Hungarians in the United States, the AHF wielded a great deal of influence in Hungarian-American affairs during the early stages of the war.
Late in 1940 the AHF's leadership became involved in the Horthy regime's
plans for the establishment of a powerful Hungarian lobby in the West which
could serve as a base for a government-in-exile should circumstances demand its
creation. The chief advocate of such a plan was Janos Pelenyi, the Hungarian
minister in Washington. 5 He had revealed his ideas to his superiors in the winter
of 1938-1939, but action on this matter was not taken in Budapest until the
following winter. At that time the Hungarians feared that Hitler's next move
would be in the direction of oil-rich Romania. To be ready for all contingencies,
including a possible German occupation of Hungary, Premier Pal Teleki took
steps to prepare for the creation of a Hungarian government in the West.
A part of the preparations was the transfer of $5 million in securities to the
United States for safekeeping. Pelenyi was instructed to place the funds at the
disposal of certain major Hungarian political figures who would assume the
leadership of a Hungarian emigration if and when they managed to escape to the
West. The plan was designed to ensure that, in case of problems at home, there
would be at least one major Hungarian political figure in the West. There can
be little doubt that Teleki's preference would have been to escape himself if
necessary, but the success of such a last-minute exit could not be guaranteed.
Therefore someone had to be sent to the West in advance. The person selected
was Tibor Eckhardt, a figure deemed to have sufficient stature to gain acceptance in the West. As Hungary's former delegate to the League of Nations, and
as former leader of the opposition Smallholders Party, he was considered to be a
politically suitable volunteer for the task. In accordance with this plan, Eckhardt
went on a lecture-tour of the United States. 6

Hitler's strategy during the first half of 1940 made the execution of these
contingency plans unnecessary. The Fiihrer wanted peace in Eastern Europe for
the time being, and gave assurances to the Hungarians to that effect. If the
leaders in Budapest had any doubts as to what Hitler's next move might be, they
were soon dispelled when the German leader began his northern and western
offensives in the spring of 1940. The changed international situation resulted in
a decision by the Hungarian government to abandon preparations for a government-in-exile. At the end of May, Pelenyi was instructed to return the designated $5 million to the Hungarian National Bank's account in the Federal
Reserve Bank in New York for other use. On completing his speaking tour in
the United States, Eckhardt, instead of remaining there, returned to Hungary. In
1940 then, the Hungarian plan for a government-in-exile seems to have been
scrapped. Developments in the winter of 1940-41, however, led to their resuscitation. The impetus for this turn of events was provided by confidential reports
from Germany that Hitler was preparing for a war against the Soviet Union.
Teleki wished to take certain precautions in advance of the anticipated German
move. He wanted to prevent Hungary's involvement in such a war but, if that
proved impossible, he wanted to establish a Hungarian government in the West
to act as the true voice of the Hungarian nation.'
Plans were worked out in January 1941 at a meeting attended by Hungary's
most influential leaders. It was decided that if the Germans made demands on
Hungary that were incompatible with Hungarian sovereignty, the government
would resign. Regent Horthy would then appoint a new government headed by
a prominent Hungarian statesman residing in the West, and he would go into
passive, "internal" exile in Hungary. 8 Although this plan was officially approved
only in January, Pelenyi and his most trusted friends had been preparing its
implementation for some time. In late November 1940 he and others among his
staff resigned from their diplomatic posts and asked for political asylum in the
United States. As emigres, they could make preparations for a possible government-in-exile, which they could do only with great difficulty as accredited diplomats.
Pelenyi's best contacts, both before and after his defection, were with the
AHF. At the end of January 1941 the AHF's leaders, as well as other prominent
Hungarian Americans, gathered at a conference in Washington. There they
declared their support for a movement aimed at the preservation of an independent Hungary. This movement proposed to pave the way for the creation of a
government of a "free Hungary" in the West in case the mother country fell
under Nazi domination. 9 The movement was to be extended to all Western
countries where Hungarians lived. To organize its American section, the meeting in Washington appointed a committee which, over the next few months,
toured some of the largest Hungarian-American communities to explain the
movement's aims and to drum up support. 10
In the meantime, Hungary's policy-makers were taking steps to ensure
that the movement would have a suitable leader as soon as it was firmly estab-

lished. Once again they turned to Eckhardt who was asked to go to the United
States. He departed on March 7, only a fortnight before events would take place
in Eastern Europe that would dramatically change Hungary's wartime situation. 11
By early April, soon after the German invasion of Yugoslavia had got under
way, Eckhardt had reached Cairo. It was there that he learned of Teleki's
suicide, prompted by his failure to preserve Hungary's neutrality. Less than a
month earlier, the Premier had expressed to Eckhardt his hope that he could keep
Hungary out of the conflict, but the change of government in Belgrade and
Hitler's decision to crush Yugoslavia brought about a situation in which it proved
impossible for the Hungarian statesman to continue to maintain his country's
neutrality. With Teleki's death a new period began in Hungarian foreign policy
in which less emphasis was placed on the maintenance of either the semblance
or the substance of neutrality. This period saw Hungarian troops involved in the
occupation of the formerly Hungarian districts of Yugoslavia, and then, at the
end of June, in the invasion of the Soviet Union. However, this period of
Hungarian foreign policy was brief, as several of Hungary's leaders began to
have second thoughts about their country's involvement in the war when it
became apparent that Hitler's Russian campaign would not be over in a "few
weeks" and Hungary's soldiers would not be home "by harvest time." 12
Eckhardt disregarded the pro-German attitudes that prevailed in Budapest
during the summer and fall of 1941 and followed the objectives that he had been
asked to strive for by his late chief, Teleki. From Cairo he proceeded to South
Africa, where he boarded a ship for North America. He disembarked in the
United States in August. As soon as he arrived, he tried to breathe new life into
the bv-then sagging campaign to launch the Movement for an Independent
Hungary (MIH). To spearhead this effort, Eckhardt formed a committee made
up of himself and his closest Hungarian associates in the United States. Pelenyi
was a member of this provisional body, as were other former members of the
Hungarian legation in Washington. With the help of these men Eckhardt drafted
a proclamation which he then issued in New York on September 27. 13
From the very start, Eckhardt's campaign encountered bitter opposition. He
and his associates were denounced both publicly and privately. The attacks
against them came from various sources: from left-of-centre groups of Hungarian
emigres who planned to conduct their own fight for an independent Hungary;
from leftist elements for whom Eckhardt was nothing but an agent of the "proNazi" regime in Hungary, a "Hungarian Rudolph Hess;" and from people associated with Little Entente political circles who regarded the establishment of a
respectable Hungarian political movement in the West as a threat to their own
interests. 14
Another problem for Eckhardt was the fact that the State Department in
Washington adopted a policy which restricted the scope of his freedom in
recruiting support.
It forbade American citizens from joining any official
organization that included Hungarian citizens. As a result, Eckhardt and his
associates were forced to create two committees for the promotion of their cause

in the United States. One of these was called the American Committee of the
Movement for an Independent Hungary while the other was made up of Hungarians who did not have American citizenship. At. first, Eckhardt was this second
committee's head and its membership consisted of a number of prominent
Hungarians residing in the United States, foremost among them Eckhardt's
diplomat associates who had defected to the United States late in 1940." Another member was a recent arrival in the United States: composer Bela Bartok.

Enter Bartok
Bela Bartok is not known to have had much interest in political affairs. He
certainly had nothing to do with party politics while he had lived in Hungary.
When asked what party he belonged to, he usually replied that he supported the
"Dozsa Party." Needless to say there was no such party in the Hungary of
Bartok's days, but anyone claiming to favour it was obviously a friend of the
common people, especially of the peasant masses who were far removed from
the centres of political influence in the country. 16
While Bartok eschewed involvement in party politics, he is known to
have had firmly held views on certain political matters. As a young man, during
the days of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy, he had opposed what he saw as the
unchecked growth of Austrian and German cultural influence in Hungary."
Later, Bartok's anti-German sentiments were tempered by his discovery of the
music of German composers such as Richard Wagner and Richard Strauss. In
the late-1930s, however, he once again began to fear the spread of German
influence, in particular the growing appeal of Nazi ideology. He was especially
displeased by his own country's imitation of contemporary Italian and German
politics. Illustrative of his attitude was the action he had taken not long before
his departure for America. The government of Pal Teleki, as part of its antiJewish legislative program, had passed measures restricting the participation of
Jews in Hungary's cultural life. The measures elicited a formal protest from a
group of prominent Gentile artists and intellectuals, including Bartok. !K Bartok's
departure from Hungary in 1940 has in fact been depicted by many authors as a
protest against the radicalization of Hungarian politics; in particular, the alignment of Hungarian politics and diplomacy with those of the Axis. Bartok's
decision to leave Hungary, however, also had to do with professional and career
concerns.
The event that precipitated Bartok's decision to come to America was an
invitation from Columbia University to work in the field of East European ethnomusicology. Bartok was called upon to complete a project that had been started
by Millman Parry of Harvard University. Parry and his co-researchers had spent
two years in the Croatian and Serbian countryside recording folksongs and
traditional epic songs sung by village elders. It had been Parry's intention to
transcribe the recordings into musical scores but he died before he could

undertake this difficult and time-consuming task.19 The project's sponsors,
including Columbia University Press, looked to Bartok to complete the work.
Through the University's School of Music they offered him a contract, involving
a yearly stipend of $3,000. This was a substantial sum for a visiting musician,
and Bartok — and his concert pianist wife, Ditta Pasztory — could expect to
supplement this income through concert tours, guest lectures, master classes, and
composing.
The fifty-nine-year-old Bartok and his wife arrived in New York in
October of 1940. At first, most of Bartok's energies were consumed by working
on the Parry collection. There were also concert tours for both Bela and Ditta.
During this time most of their contacts were fellow artists (musicians, conductors, composers, etc.), and they had few interactions with members of the
Hungarian political emigration in the US. There were, however, distractions and
irritants in Bela's life. He found Manhattan a noisy and inhospitable place and
eventually he moved to a quieter residential area of Brooklyn. He also worried
about developments in his homeland, as well as the fact that his younger son,
Peter, was about to reach military age and, as a result, faced military service in
a country which seemed to be drifting toward war. 20
As time passed and Bartok's circle of Hungarian-American acquaintances
widened, and as his concern for developments in his home country grew, it
became increasingly likely that he would become involved in the political affairs
of the Hungarian community in North America. Indeed, when the Movement for
an Independent Hungary (MIH) was launched in the fall of 1941, Bartok
accepted a membership on its executive committee. However, he asked that his
involvement not be made public for the time being in view of his efforts to help
his son Peter avoid military service in Hungary. 2 '
By the time Bartok succeeded in arranging for his son to join him in
America, Eckhardt's position in the MIH had deteriorated. In December 1941
Hungary had declared war on the United States, a development that put the final
nail in ihe coffin of Eckhardt's ambition to lead a powerful Hungarian lobby in
North America. Soon it became obvious that his movement needed both a new
leader and a new approach. It was in this connection that Bartok's willingness to
serve became important.
In July 1942 Eckhardt decided to step aside as the MIH's principal
officer. On the 9th of that month the movement's Executive Committee met to
deliberate over the MIH's future. Those in attendance decided to ask Bartok to
assume the presidency of the committee. As the composer was not present, the
EC's meeting was adjourned for lunch while someone went to fetch Bartok.
Bartok eventually arrived and agreed to accept the presidency, prompting
Eckhardt to thank him profusely for coming to the movement's rescue. 22
Under Bartok's leadership, the MIH began to transform itself f r o m a
lobby of emigre politicians into one that represented a group of concerned
Hungarian-American artists and intellectuals. Indeed, Bartok had been moving
in this direction even before July of 1942. He began taking an overt role in

emigre politics after his son's departure from Hungary and had started to contact
various luminaries of the Hungarian-American artistic and intellectual community. In a letter to literary historian Joseph Remenyi, Bartok explained: "We
know" that in the struggle against the Axis, Hungary's "heart and interest" are
with the Western democracies.
"Regrettably, many of our enemies try to
convince people that Hungary... joined the Nazi camp of its free will and
conviction."
Bartok went on: "In this situation we, the representatives of
Hungarian culture in America, are duty bound to cast away that reserve that we
feel about politics [and] we must voice our conviction that the Hungarian
people... stand on the side of those who are struggling for a free, decent and
democratic world." Bartok then asked Remenyi to become a member of the
MIH's Scientific and Artistic Committee and support efforts aimed at the
creation of an independent, free and democratic Hungary. 21
Bartok continued his organizing efforts throughout the summer and fall of
1942 but with limited success. In a November, 1942, interview with Oszkar
Robert, a Hungarian-American journalist, Bartok outlined his work for the
creation of a lobby of Hungarian-American artists and scientists, but by this time
he denied that he wanted this organization to function as part of any political
movement. He explained that he had sent out many invitations, and had received numerous positive responses, including one from noted conductor Eugene
Ormandy. He felt obliged to admit, however, that many of the invitees had
declined to accept, claiming that their association with what might be seen as a
political movement might bring trouble for their relatives and friends in Hungary.2"'
Evidently then, Bartok's efforts had not been very successful. His association with Eckhardt's movement had harmed his cause in more than one way.
By the autumn of 1942, Eckhardt had been discredited not only in America, but
also in Hungary. There he came to be regarded as an enemy of the Horthy
regime and was consequently deprived of his Hungarian citizenship. But by this
time Bartok's own situation had also deteriorated. His contract with Columbia
was coming to an end, he found it increasingly difficult to obtain invitations for
concert tours, and his health began to decline. 25 It is not surprising under the
circumstances that he gradually abandoned organizational work. In any case, by
late 1942 the political initiative in the realm of Hungarian-American affairs had
passed to another group of emigres, those representing the political Left.

The Rise of the Progressives
The left-wing elements of the Hungarian-American community were prompted
into action by Eckhardt's appearance in the United States in August of 1941.
One Hungarian emigre who at first played an important role in these efforts was
Oscar Jaszi — known to Hungarians as Jaszi Oszkar. In pre-1919 Hungary he
had been a scholar, publicist, and aspiring opposition politician. In the post-

World War I government of Mihaly Karolyi he had been responsible for nationality affairs, and attempted to adopt the Swiss model of autonomous cantons
which could accommodate the cultural aspirations of Hungary's minorities. In
this he had failed and, soon after the demise of the Karolyi regime, he fled to
Austria. In 1926 he emigrated to the United States where he became an academic. In 1941 he became involved in the politics of the Hungarian-American
Left mainly because he believed that his former boss, Karolyi, was the best man
to lead a "free Hungary" movement in the West. Karolyi also held Jaszi in high
esteem and was ready to use him as his American right-hand-man. Helping
Jaszi was Rusztem Vambery, a recent arrival in the US. Vambery was a lawyer
by profession who, during the revolutionary interlude in 1918-19, was appointed
a professor at the University of Budapest. During the Horthy regime he made a
living for himself by practicing law. In 1938 he emigrated to the United
States. 26
The Jaszi group's attacks on Eckhardt and his movement were no doubt
fully supported by Karolyi in England. Ever since Hungary's involvement in the
war against Yugoslavia in the spring of 1941, Karolyi had contemplated launching a movement of free Hungarians living in Britain and the Americas. The
66-year-old former statesman turned to Jaszi and Vambery to organize the
American branch of the movement. In response to Karolyi's plea, the American
Federation of Democratic Hungarians (AFDH) war. brought into being in
September at a meeting in Cleveland, Ohio." The organization's headquarters
were established in New York City. The journal Hare [Combat] became its
official press forum, but the AFDH was also supported by another newsletter, the
Igazmondo [The Truth Teller], In addition, Vambery launched a review intended
for intellectuals among the AFDH membership, the Magyar Forum, renamed
Szabad Magyar Forum [Free Magyar Forum] in 1943.28
One of the primary aims of the AFDH was to support Karolyi's political
ambitions. In the late summer of 1941 Karolyi had come to the conclusion that
if he were to lead "democratic" Hungarians outside of Hungary effectively, he
would have to transfer his operations from the United Kingdom to the United
States. The leaders of the AFDH tried to intercede with the State Department to
grant hint a visa. They also continued their attacks on Eckhardt in order to
destroy his movement. By the spring of 1942, the AFDH, together with the
Hungarian-American communist press, had managed to cast enough doubt over
Eckhardt's figure in the eyes of Allied authorities as to make his movement a
stillborn venture. Unfortunately for the AFDH. it was unable to rally the bulk of
the Hungarian-American community behind itself.
So. the search for the
creation of a credible lobby to represent Hungarian Americans had to continue.
To achieve this aim, the AFDH followed a two-pronged approach. The first
aimed at the creation of a new organizational structure for the HungarianAmerican Left, one that was more acceptable both to the Hungarian immigrant
community and to the authorities in Washington. The other closely related

aspect of the search was the attempt to reach an accommodation with some less
"compromised" members of Eckhardt's entourage.
To realign the organizational structure of the Hungarian-American left,
the AFDH, at its annual meeting in New York City in September 1942, launched
the New Democratic Hungary (NDH) movement. The leadership of the AFDH
evidently believed that, with their conservative rivals in disarray, they could
bring into being a lobby under whose umbrella a wide range of Hungarians
opposed to the Axis could gather. Through the creation of a high-profile movement, they hoped to be in a better position to further Karolyi's cause.
The time seemed propitious for drawing new converts into the NDH.
With the imminent demise of Eckhardt's movement, it should have been easy to
attract some of its followers. The prime target of the AFDH's effort was Antal
Balasy, one-time deputy head of the Hungarian legation in Washington. Balasy,
who had sought diplomatic asylum in the United States in November 1940, was
known in Allied diplomatic circles as an honest man and a professional diplomat
of impeccable credentials. He could have been a solid asset to the NDH.
Negotiations with Balasy had been initiated even before Eckhardt's resignation
from the leadership of the MIH, but they were not successful. Vambery was
unhappy with Balasy's refusal to condemn the Horthy regime, while the latter
was doubtful of Vambery's ability to command wide support among Hungarian
Americans. Contacts with Balasy were resumed after Eckhardt's resignation as
leader of he MIH, but the attempt to recruit him failed.2<) Another prominent
Hungarian resident of the United States whom the N D H tried to attract to its
ranks was Bartok. While Balasy's support would have increased the movement's
credibility in the eyes of the State Department, the winning of Bartok to the
NDH's cause would have elevated its profile in Hungarian-American circles and
in the eyes of the American public. Bartok however did not sympathize with
Karolyi's supporters and had already committed himself to support their rivals.
Throughout the balance of 1942 the NDH continued its low-key campaign to bring Karolyi to America, but the State Department showed no interest
in allowing him entry. This failure had a damaging effect on the Vambery-Jaszi
coalition's prospects. Already during September of 1942, a number of the
movement's influential members expressed dissatisfaction with the leadership,
especially with regard to its inability to secure a visa for Karolyi. This group
decided to go it alone and to undertake a truly vigorous campaign to bring
Karolyi to the United States. For this purpose the group's members established
a new organization, the Hungarian-American Council for Democracy (HACD).

The Politics of Laszlo Moholy-Nagy and Bela Lugosi
The leadership of the Hungarian-American Council for Democracy was made up
of lifetime devotees and, in some cases, former associates of Mihaly Karolyi. In
1942, most of them were residents of Chicago: Hugo R. Rony, Alexander Vince

[originally Sandor Vincze], George Striker, and newspaperman Ignac Izsak, as
well as younger people, including Zita Schwartz and Andre Gabor. Both Rony
and Vince had held high-level administrative positions in Karolyi's government.
In the HACD they at one point held the posts of Chairman and Treasurer
respectively. Striker acted as secretary and monopolized the HACD's administrative affairs. He was rumoured to have had links to the communist movement. 3 0
The heart and soul of the new organization, however, were two artists — avantgarde painter and designer Laszlo Moholy-Nagy and Hollywood actor Bela
Lugosi. The two had competed for the HACD's presidency with the honour
going to Lugosi, probably because he was seen by the membership to have a
higher profile in the USA. Moholy-Nagy, however, remained the Chicago
group's real leader.
Laszlo Moholy-Nagy was born in 1895 in the village of Bacsborsod, in
southern Hungary. His parents separated when he was a small child and he and
his younger brother Akos were brought up by their mother's family. Most
supportive and influential among Laszlo's male relatives appears to have been an
uncle, the lawyer Gusztav Nagy. In fact, by the time he had reached his teens,
Laszlo assumed "Nagy" as his family name, which he changed in 1918 to
Moholy-Nagy. The family circumstances of his youth seem to have caused
Laszlo a great deal of embarrassment. According to his widow and biographer,
Sibyl Moholy-Nagy, they contributed to him becoming "fiercely ambitious" to
prove his own worth and to redeem the Moholy name. 31 He had planned to
become a writer, but art proved more attractive to him even as a young man. As
an artist in search of new ideas and artistic freedom, he could not have stayed in
the conservative, "semi-feudal" Hungary of the post-1919 era. He first settled in
Germany, where he became associated with avant-garde artists, including Walter
Gropius. Not wishing to live — and not feeling safe — in Hitler's Reich, in
1935 he moved to England, and then, two years later, to the United States. He
eventually settled in Chicago where he established the "New Bauhaus," which
later became the School of Design. Moholy went on to become a prominent
artist and teacher and produced what Walter Gropius described as "a wealth of
art that embrace[d] the whole range of the visual arts." 32
Moholy worked indefatigably and undertook every task, however daunting, with supreme confidence in success.
He brought similar energy and
optimism to the political work he and his associates had started in the fall of
1942. Their "ultimate aim" according to Sibyl Moholy-Nagy, was to make
Karolyi the leader of a democratic Hungary after the war. For this purpose
Moholy spared no effort. "[He] spoke before steel-mill workers... and miners...;
he sat through endless amateur shows which [were] the obsession of all [immigrant] groups; he went to Washington to enlist the support of Eleanor Roosevelt...; and he spent hours on the telephone, trying to pacify the fiercely individualistic tempers of his followers." 13
Bela Lugosi, whose leadership earned the Hungarian-American Council
for Democracy the nickname — used by State Department and OSS bureaucrats

— "Dracula Council," was somewhat older than Moholy. He was born in 1882
as Bela Ferenc Dezso Blasko in the town of Lugos (transferred to Rumania after
World War I and renamed Lugoj). After a brief stint as a miner, Bela Blasko
became first an amateur and, later, a professional actor with formal training in
theatre studies. For some time he was known to audiences as Arisztid Olt or as
Bela Lugossy, a name which he later changed to the less aristocratic-sounding
Lugosi. Like most of his fellow actors, Lugosi began his career under circumstances in which his self-esteem and ambition far exceeded his professional
income. He felt that he was exploited and he never forgave his country's elite
for the poverty he had to endure as a young man, even though by the time he
had entered his mid-thirties, his career as an actor — by then with the National
Theatre of Hungary and as a star in Hungary's nascent film industry — appeared
assured. His passion and sympathy for the underpaid young members of his
profession spurred him to political action during Hungary's post-war revolutions
in 1918-1919. He began organizing Hungary's actors into unions. The advent to
power of the communists under Bela Kun in March 1919 discouraged some of
Lugosi's not-so radical minded colleagues, but it did not stop him from continuing his activities. He soon became the secretary of the National Trade Union of
Hungarian Actors and he used his position to denounce the "exploitation" and
"corruption" that, in his view, actors had been subjected to by the "private
capitalist managers" and "the state" before the revolution. 34
When the collapse of Bela Kun's regime became imminent, Lugosi,
fearing retribution for his role, fled Hungary, first to Vienna, and then to Berlin.
In Vienna he was unable to resume his acting career, but had more luck in Berlin. Nevertheless, in 1921 he decided to emigrate to America. Soon thereafter
he became a leading organizer of the Hungarian emigre actors' and artists'
community in New York City.
By the time Hungary had become involved in the Second World War,
Lugosi had made it to Hollywood and had begun a lucrative career in filmmaking. The events of the war re-awakened his sympathy for the common
people of his native land and his passion for political action. His respect for
Karolyi and his affinity with the more radical elements that congregated around
the HACD attracted him to that organization rather than the one headed by Jaszi
and Vambery. However, Lugosi did not investigate just how radical some of his
HACD colleagues were, as it was not his habit to check out closely his political
allies. 35
With Moholy-Nagy's irrepressible optimism and charisma, Lugosi's
passion and money, with the boundless energies of both of these men, as well as
with the determination and perseverance of the other H A C D leaders, much
progress was made in the first several months of the HACD's existence.
Signatures were collected for a petition requesting that Karolyi be given a visa to
come to America. Attempts were made to recruit other prominent Hungarian
Americans. A drive was started to set up local chapters of the HACD elsewhere
in the USA, in Canada, and in Central and South America. Finally, steps were

taken to exert pressure on Jaszi and Vambery to have them join the HACD, and
thereby to end the division of the "progressive camp." In all but the last of these
ambitions, the HACD's leadership was quite successful.
A number of
Hungarian-American luminaries were recruited, some even from New York City,
the home of Vambery's New Democratic Hungary Movement. These included
the popular writer and historian Emil Lengyel (the leader of N e w York's Endre
Ady Club) and Mozes Simon, a writer for the paper Magyar Jovo [Hungarian
Future],
Branches of the H A C D were established in places as diverse as
Hollywood (Lugosi's own backyard), Bridgeport, N.J. (the home turf of the
conservative Hungarian American Federation), and even in some Latin American
countries. Only in their efforts to get Jaszi and Vambery to cooperate with the
HACD were Lugosi and Moholy disappointed.
The most important move the H A C D made in this direction was the
motion, passed at its 1943 convention, to invite Karolyi to be the organization's
honourary president.
Karolyi accepted.
Evidently, the leadership and the
activities of the Chicago group had impressed this elder statesman of the
Hungarian Left enough to support the HACD, notwithstanding the fact that it had
split from Karolyi's earliest American supporters, Jaszi and Vambery. According to historian Janos F. Varga, Karolyi saw the launching of the HACD as a
"positive" step. 36 Karolyi believed in United Front tactics, and this front made
room not only for democrats and socialists, but also for more radical elements of
the Left.
Once Karolyi had committed himself to supporting the HACD, he felt
obliged to try to restore unity among his American supporters. This he did, but
without success. Lugosi and Moholy also tried to induce Jaszi and Vambery to
associate themselves with some of the HACD's efforts, but they were similarly
unsuccessful. These efforts failed for two reasons. Unquestionably — and not
surprisingly — Jaszi and Vambery had been offended by both the establishment
of the H A C D and Karolyi's endorsement of it. Jaszi told Moholy (with whom
he remained on speaking terms) that the allegation made by H A C D members
that he (Jaszi) had not supported Karolyi with enough vigour, was unwarranted. 37
More importantly, however, Jaszi and Vambery were worried about some of the
HACD's tactics, and the composition of its leadership. Vambery, in particular,
had little use for the circulation of petitions in favour of Karolyi, as he knew that
Karolyi's Hungarian-American opponents could easily collect a far greater
number of signatures opposing the granting of an American visa to him. 38 Both
he and Jaszi disapproved of some of the manifestos that Lugosi occasionally
dashed off in the name of the HACD. Moreover, they were worried about some
of the more radical, communist-affiliated elements of the Chicago group, such as
Mozes Simon, a staff member of a communist newspaper. 34 Above all, they
distrusted Karolyi's United Front policy, as they worried that in the end their
elder-statesman friend might come under the control of the communists. 4 "
Despite their success in making the H A C D the highest profile Hungarian
Leftist organization in America, Lugosi and Moholy failed to achieve their

foremost objectives. They could not persuade the State Department to allow
Karolyi to come to the USA and they could not convince Jaszi and Vambery to
align their organizations with the HACD. A further blow came in the fall of
1944 when a provisional Hungarian government — formed in Soviet-occupied
eastern Hungary — did not include Karolyi. Not surprisingly, for the last part of
the war. members of the Chicago organization turned their attention to other
causes, such as the starting of a movement to send war relief to Hungary, and
the formation of a "re-elect Roosevelt" committee. Both these undertakings
involved few political risks.

The War's End: Tragedy for All
Hungary's involvement in the Second World War had a powerful emotional
impact on Hungarians living in the United States. As soon as the conflict
enveloped their native land they became concerned with the fate of their country
and its people. Some no doubt also worried about their friends and relatives in
Hungary. Within still others the war re-awakened political concerns that had
been dormant since the aftermath of the First World War. These people saw the
war as both a threat and an opportunity. It was a threat to their nation, their
ideological associates, and in the case of Jewish Hungarians, their co-religionists.
But it was also an opportunity, a chance to change Hungarian politics and
society and to direct it in a more desirable direction after the end of hostilities.
Unfortunately for Hungarians in America, there was little agreement on
how to combat the threat posed to the Hungarian nation by the war, and there
was virtually no agreement on what social and political system should be
introduced in Hungary at the end of the war. Not surprisingly, the impulse to
help Hungary and to shape its future resulted in the division of the Hungarian
emigre community in the United States into several factions. Not only were
there unbridgeable differences between conservatives and leftists, the members of
a liberal-progressive bloc also failed to agree on a single program or a common
course of action.
Just as the larger Hungarian-American community was divided over these
issues, so was the community of Hungarian emigre artists in America. Members
of this group had a chance to get into the political fray when professional
politicians became discredited, either because of their past (as was the case with
Tibor Eckhardt) or because they could not command much respect either with
the American general public or the masses of Hungarian-American workers (as
was the case with Rusztem Vambery). Under these circumstances artists such as
Bela Bartok, Laszlo Moholy-Nagy, and Bela Lugosi assumed leading roles in the
various "free Hungary" movements. Though they seem to have had some
success at first, they too failed to achieve even some of their interim objectives
let alone their final goals. Some of the causes of their failings were personal
misfortunes that they had no control over. On the whole, however, they failed

for the same reasons that their political predecessors had failed: the inability of
the emigration to agree on a common approach, and the magnitude of the task
that they were facing. After all, the future of Hungary was decided on the
battlefields of Eastern Europe, and on those battlefields Stalin's armies triumphed.
Yet the leaders of the Hungarian emigration in America should not be
c o n d e m n e d for attempting to influence the course of the w a r and, especially, its
final outcome. In the First World W a r it had been Czech emigres in North
America and Britain w h o helped determine the fate of post-war Czechoslovakia,
and members of the Hungarian emigration during the Second World W a r were
acutely aware of this fact. Had American and British forces liberated Hungary
in 1945, an effective Hungarian emigre lobby might have had a great deal of
influence on the outcome of the conflict and of the post-war peace negotiations
as far as Hungary was concerned.
Hungary, however, was occupied by the Red Army. After a few years a
Stalinist dictatorship was imposed on the country and the hopes of all prominent
Hungarian-American emigres were dashed. The war brought tragedy for the
Hungarian nation. And there was personal tragedy for t w o of the artists who
had played prominent roles in our story: first Bartok and then Moholy-Nagy
were diagnosed with leukemia. They died in 1945 and 1946 respectively. Lugosi
lived longer, but also encountered disappointment: his acting career faltered, his
income declined, he had problems with substance abuse, and then came still
another divorce — his fourth, from the mother of his only child, Bela Jr. 41 He
died, almost penniless, less than a decade after the death of Moholy-Nagy.

NOTES
My research on the subject of the wartime Hungarian communities in North
America has been supported by grants f r o m the Social Sciences and Humanities
Research Council of C a n a d a and from the Department of National Defence, for
which I am grateful.
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With the release in recent years of the document collection of the Foreign
Nationalities Branch (FNB) of the wartime Office of Strategic Services (OSS),
intelligence reports concerning the Hungarian-American community's political
activities have become more accessible. W e have published a few of these
reports in an earlier volume of the Hungarian Studies Review, in particular as an
appendix to my study "Oscar Jaszi and the Hungarian Problem: Activities and
Writings during World W a r II," in Oscar Jaszi: Visionary,
Reformer
and
Political Activist, N.F. Dreisziger and A. Ludanyi eds., a special volume of the
HSR, Vol. XVIII, Nos 1-2 (Spring-fall 1991), pp. 59-79. Unlike some of the
reports we published then, the one printed here is not an F N B document, but one
that had been produced by officials of the U.S. Office of Censorship. In fact,
what we print in this appendix are excerpts f r o m a larger intelligence "digest" on
the subject of the "Free Hungary Movement." This work is dated March 8 1944
and a copy of it was sent to the OSS a week later. We reproduce mainly those
portions of this document which deal directly or indirectly with the HungarianAmerican Council for Democracy (HACD), the organization of Laszlo M o h o l y Nagy and Bela Lugosi. The part of this report that deals with the Movement f o r
an Independent Hungary, the political undertaking that had for a brief time
attracted Bela Bartok to its leadership, does not contain information on the
activities of the composer, and is not reproduced here.
The Office of Censorship document on the Free Hungary Movement w a s
a highly secret report that was declassified only in the summer of 1986. It w a s
meant only for the eyes of those officials w h o needed to know its contents for
the "prosecution of the war." The warning on the document goes on to say that

in "no case should... the information [provided in it be] used in legal proceedings
or in any other public way without the express consent of the Director of
Censorship." Though the report has been declassified, we also hope that the
information it contains will not be used against anyone, and that it will not
embarrass any individual. In fact, most of the people mentioned in the report
were middle-aged or old at the time, and have passed away decades ago. In
fact, the only young man mentioned in the document (we do not know the age
of everyone listed) is George Faludi, the noted poet and writer.
The information contained in the report is based in large part on letters
and telegrams sent by emigre Hungarians to each other. These were intercepted
and read by Allied intelligence agencies and, in the case of the communications
mentioned in our document, were "passed," i.e. they were sent on to their
intended destinations. But some of the information was derived from government agencies or ordinary reference works. In our document nine such sources
are identified, and they are listed at the end of the manuscript in the following
manner:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

ONI-Survey Report.
District Intelligence Office - 3rd Naval District, NYC.
OSS-FN Handbook.
Investigation Division - Foreign Funds Control, Treasury Department, NYC.
Immigration & Naturalization Service, NYC.
SID - 2nd Service Command, NYC (Military Intelligence).
"Titled Nobility of Europe".
"Who's W h o - International" 1942.
"Who's W h o in America" 1943-44.

Like most government reports, the document at hand reveals a great deal
not only about its subject, but also about its authors. It tells us that America's
postal censors opened just about every political emigrant's mail, and the Allied
intelligence apparatus spent much time gathering information on Hungarian
political exiles and their activities. How much of this wealth of information
reached the decision-makers in wartime Washington is a question that can be
answered with certainty only after further research. Nevertheless, a tentative
answer to this query has been provided in one of my studies: "Az atlanti
demokraciak es a 'Szabad Magyarorszagert' mozgalmak a II. vilaghaboru alatt"
[The Atlantic Democracies and the Movements for a "Free Hungary" during
World War II], in Magya.rorsz.ag es a nagyhatalmak
a 20. szazadban
Ignac
Romsics ed. (Budapest: Teleki Laszlo Alapitvany, forthcoming in 1995). This
paper suggest that America's leaders considered the Hungarian-American emigre
community so divided, especially over the issue of what kind of government
should be installed in Hungary after the war's end, that they felt it useless to try
to enlist its help in the effort to prosecute the war.

As is the practice of our journal, the document appended here is reproduced very much as it had been written in 1944. Hungarian diacritical m a r k s are
not provided where they had been omitted by the document's authors (they were
almost invariably omitted). Furthermore, the underlined words are reproduced
underlined rather than italicized, and proper names and names of organizations
are printed in all capitals, if the original document did so. A few editorial
explanations are given in brackets. The report can be f o u n d in the O S S records
that have been made available on microfiche by the National Archives of the
United States, and its identification number is HU 498.
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Infod, C N Y

To:

Digest Section, Office of the Director

Subject:

FREE HUNGARY MOVEMENT

Summary:
FREE HUNGARY MOVEMENT is a term generally applied to groups of
Hungarian nationals in the United States and elsewhere who are interested in Hungary's present
and future political welfare. More specifically, this term is used to designate the organization
started in London by COUNT MICHAEL KAROLYI. first President of Hungary, who in 1919
turned over his government to the Communist, BELA KUN. The political developments which
have occurred in Hungary since the first World War have influenced the growth of factionalism
in the Hungarian population in the United States. The principal issues which have served to
bring groups together, and at the same time have emphasized the lines of cleavage, include: The
Trianon Pact, which revised Hungary's frontiers; the Communist Movement; the Horthy regime;
the Hapsburg interests; and the position of Hungary in the post-war adjudications. In June, 1943,
the Communist drive for a united Hungarian-American front against Fascism resulted in the
formation of the HUNGARIAN-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR DEMOCRACY under the
leadership of Michael Karolyi as honorary President, and BELA LUGOSI, Hollywood actor and
former Communist Party member in Hungary, as national President. This group was promoted
by JOHN ROMAN, editor of the Communist-subsidized newspaper, "MAGYAR JOVO", New
York, N.Y., who though identified with certain Communist activities, has been variously
described as Fascist and pro-Horthy in his support. Many of the Hungarian organizations and
their leaders have affiliated themselves with the Hungarian-American Council for Democracy.
Among them are PROFESSOR RUSTEM VAMBERY, NYC, former legal adviser of Count
Karolyi at his treason trial and now associated with the AMERICAN COMMITTEE OF THE
NEW DEMOCRATIC HUNGARY MOVEMENT, New York, N.Y., and with Czecho-Slovakia
restoration group; PROFESSOR OSCAR JASZI, Oberlin College, Oberlin, Ohio, member of

Count Karolyi's cabinet in 1918 and now a leader of the AMERICAN F E D E R A T I O N OF
D E M O C R A T I C HUNGARIANS; JOHN TEREBESSY, reportedly rabid communist, now with
ihe Hungarian section, O.W.I., NYC [Office of Wartime Information, New York City — ed.] and
an associate of Vambery in the publication of "HARC" ("FIGHT").
Outstanding among the opposition groups are the adherents of the policies expressed by the
newspaper "AMERIKAI MAGYAR NEPSZAVA", NYC, owned by M A X I M I L I A N F.
W E G R Z Y N E K (Yj 4601), which are considered representative of the conservative and so-called
"Revisionist" element. This group, while whole-heartedly cooperating with the United States war
effort, maintains a pro-Hungary, anti-Czech, and somewhat anti-Russian attitude. The supporters
of the TIBOR E C K H A R D T (Gjf 4601, 7708, 6595), "Movement For Independent Hungary", now
inactive, have in some instances joined with the Hungarian-American Council for Democracy.
Prominent Hungarians who have not accepted the Council's leadership include T I B O R KEREKES, Georgetown University, Washington, D.C., who is also secretary of the A M E R I C A N
HUNGARIAN F E D E R A T I O N INC., Washington, D.C.; PROFESSOR F R A N C I S DEAK,
Columbia Law School, former attache of the Hungarian Consulate; P R O F E S S O R JOHN
PELENYI, Dartmouth college, former Hungarian Minister to the U.S., who resigned when
Hungary joined the Axis; and VIK(C)TOR BATOR (Y 7615), prominent attorney for wealthy
Hungarian interests ...
1.
This report was prepared by INFOD C N Y because an examination of cable
traffic revealed that, despite a similarity in titles, the Hungarian-American organizations in the
United States represent a diversity of political goals and reflect an overlapping in both the
leadership and membership of many of the organizations. An attempt has been m a d e to define
briefly the affiliations and background of prominent Hungarians and to identify the groups which
acknowledge C O U N T MICHAEL K A R O L Y I of London, England, as spokesman for the
Hungarian people.
2.
In discussing the historical background of the Hungarian Movements in the
Unites States, a Government agency (1) points out that the foundation of the present thinking,
aims, and groupings of the Hungarians in the U.S. is rooted in the political changes which
occurred in Hungary after World War I. In the space of one year following the termination of
hostilities, Hungary was subjected to considerable upheaval.
Count Michael Karolyi was
President of the first Hungarian republic from 1918 until April 1st, 1919, when he turned over his
government to the Communists under B E L A KUN. In the fall of the same year, the Bolshevist
government was replaced by the counter-revolutionary group, headed by A D M I R A L NICOLAS
H O R T H Y . The "white terror" which followed resulted in large numbers of Hungarian communist Party functionaries fleeing the country. Many of these emigrated to the U.S.. changed their
names, and became citizens. For the first decade, from 1921 until 1931. most of them remained
politically dormant.
3.
A Government agency (1) points out that Hungarian political activity in the
U.S. is divided roughly into three groups, each supported by a section of the Hungarian language
press, and each attracting in whole or in part certain of the organized groups of HungarianAmericans. These groups include pro-Nazi Hungarians, a small minority group, whose opinions
found expression in the newspaper "FGYETERTES", Bridgeport, Connecticut (now defunct); the
Revisionist Hungarians, the dominant political group, whose chief aim appears to be an endeavor
to place Hungary in a more favourable light, despite the assistance that country has rendered the
Axis, and whose views are expressed by "AMF.RIKAI M A G Y A R NEPSZAVA", NYC; and the
Communists and "Fellow Travellers", whose vehicle is the M A G Y A R JOVO", N Y C . This lastnamed newspaper was founded by A L E X A N D E R RAKOSS JOHN G Y F T V A L N A G Y . and

JOHN ROMAN, with the hacking of (he Hungarian section of the Communist Internationa]
Workers Order. The Communist clique, which seems to center about John Roman, cloaked most
of its agitation under a guise of anti-Fascism, succeeded in winning over a number of neutral
figures, and attempted infiltration into the Hungarian beneficial and insurance societies.

A. FREE HUNGARY M O V E M E N T
328 Fenchley Road
London, England
1. C O U N T M I C H A E L KAROLYI
99 Haverstock Hill
London, England
Count Michael Karolyi was born in Budapest on March 4th, 1875. (His family
is also known as KAROLYI VON NAGY-KAROLYI, according to source 7). Before and during
World War I, he was leader of the Opposition in the Hungarian Parliament, and at one time led
the Independence Party. Following the collapse of the monarchy, he became Prime Minister, and
later President, of the Hungarian Republic (1918-1919). His government fell after the Bolshevist
coup d'etat. Since then, he has lived in Czecho-Slovakia, France, and Great Britain, and is at
present the leader of the "Free Hungary Movement" in London, England (source 8).
A Government agency (1) states that "although Karolyi was probably sincere in
his efforts to democratize the country (Hungary) and maintain her territorial integrity, informants
here claim that he lacked the courage of his convictions, and attribute the resultant peace treaties
to his mild rule and the poor advice of his associates." Before the outbreak of World War II,
Count Michael Karolyi in England started collecting his associates in North and South America
into his "Free Hungary Movement". RUSTEM V A M B E R Y and P R O F E S S O R OSCAR JASZI
became his strongest supporters in the United States. (Vambery defended him at his treason trial
in Hungary, and Jaszi (8) had been a member of his cabinet.)
Communications in CPNY and CNY files reveal that Michael Karolyi has a
number of friends who are working with him in this country. Although many of them are
identified with individual Hungarian groups, professing a variety of aims and motivated by
different considerations, the changing world picture has emphasized the necessity for one
recognized leader as spokesman for Hungarian interests. Utilizing the apparent need for a united
Hungarian front, source (1) reports that the Communist-controlled group of the HungarianAmerican population sponsored a convention in Chicago on June 27th, 1943 to coalize [sic] the
Hungarian-American factions under the leadership of Count Karolyi and BELA LUGOSI. This
meeting resulted in the formation of the HUNGARIAN-AMERICAN C O U N C I L FOR DEMOCRACY, with Count Karolyi elected as Honorary President.
2.
CNY cable files contain messages of greeting and endorsement from the
following organizations directed to Count Karolyi as leader of (he Hungarians:
INTERNATIONAL WORKERS O R D E R
Branch 1073-1015, Cleveland, Ohio
HUNGARIAN DAILY JOURNAL
413 East 13th Street. New York, New York
AMERICAN FEDERATION O F D E M O C R A T I C H U N G A R I A N S
E R N E S T LORSY. SAMUEL R A C Z
Cleveland Branch. Cleveland, Ohio

AMERICAN C O M M I T T E E O F T H E N E W D E M O C R A T I C H U N G A R Y
325 East 80th Street, New York, New York
HUNGARIAN-AMERICAN C O U N C I L FOR D E M O C R A C Y , CONNECTICUT
JOSEPH KOSZTA, President, LOUIS VECSEY, Secretary
Bridgeport, Connecticut
ADY ENDRE SOCIETY, HUGO GELLERT, RUSTEM V A M B E R Y
New York, New York
HUNGARIA L I B R E DE MEXICO
GUILLERMO WEINSTOCK, A L A D A R TAMAS
Mexico City, Mexico
FREE H U N G A R I A N S BRAZIL
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
HUNGARIAN C U L T U R E CLUB O F CHICAGO
HUNGARIAN BRANCHES OF INTERNATIONAL W O R K E R S ORDER
ALEX STONE, Secretary
Chicago, Illinois
PETOFI CLUB,... INTERNATIONAL WORKERS O R D E R
ANDREW S C E R D Y , Secretary
Detroit, Michigan
HUNGARIAN-AMERICAN D E M O C R A T I C FEDERATION O F CHICAGO
Chicago, Illinois
HUNGARIAN FEDERATION O F DETROIT
JOHN BANYAI, President
Detroit, Michigan
3.
Correspondence reveals that the following prominent leaders of Hungarian
thought in the U.S. are in communication with Count Michael Karolyi and have openly declared
their support.
RUSTEM V A M B E R Y . NYC American Committee
[New Democratic Hungary Movement]
OSCAR JASZI, Ohio.
Editor "Magyar Jovo"
JOHN ROMAN. NYC,
Editor "Magyar Jovo"

JOHN G Y E T V A I - N A G Y , NYC. Editor "Az Ember"
Committee of Americans of Hungarian Descent for Freedom & Democracy
BELA LUGOSI, Hollywood, California
President Hungarian-American Council for Democracy

DR. EMIL L E N G Y E L
President of Ady Society, NYC
JENO HAJNAL
Leftist-Associate of John Roman
MOZES SIMON (Gsv 4601), NYC
Assistant Editor "Magyar Jovo"
DR. HUGO R O N Y , Chicago
Prominent liberal
LASZLO M O H O L Y - N A G Y , Chicago
Artist and Painter
DR. A L E X A N D E R VINCE (VINCZE), Chicago
Hungarian-American Democratic Federation
JOHN T E R E B E S S Y , NYC
OWI script writer associated with "HARC", NYC
American Federation of Democratic Hungarians
GEORGE F A L U D Y
325 East 80th Street, NYC
4.
In spite of the expressions of support of the Hungarian-American Council for
Democracy, as revealed in the files of CNY and C P N Y , the attempt to make the Council the
major representative of Hungarian thought has met with opposition. In the communications
directed to various South American groups, John Roman states that the "Horthy press", with the
Hungarian Daily, "AMERIKAI M A G Y A R NEPSZAVA", in the van, are attacking the formation
of the Council. Correspondence on file at CNY and C P N Y indicates that, even among the close
associates of Count Karolyi, there is a lack of agreement as to the best means of promoting the
Hungarian cause. Following Count Karolyi's announcement of his acceptance of the Honorary
Presidency of the Council for Democracy, Oscar Jaszi and Rustem Vambery cabled him July
22nd, 1943 as follows: "SORRY W E CAN NOT F O L L O W YOU IN Y O U R N E W COURSE"
(Passed)
Karolyi replied that he had "NO N E W LINE" and stated that if unity were lost, the responsibility
would be theirs. Count Karolyi sent two cables on July 27th, 1943 appealing for unity. The first
one, addressed to MOZES SIMON (Gsv 4601), NYC, reads:
"PLEASE ASK LUGOSI A N D CHICAGO H U N G A R I A N C O U N C I L IN MY N A M E
T O P U T ASIDE DIFFERENCES AND C O L L A B O R A T E WITH JASZI V A M B E R Y
V I N C E IN FACE MUSSOLINI CALL UP F O R M IMMEDIATELY CONCENTRATION O F LEFT S E N T S E N T JASZI V A M B E R Y SIMILAR R E Q U E S T "
(Passed per CCC 145126-43)
The second, directed to Oscar Jaszi, in Oberlin Ohio, is as follows:

"IN FACE O F C O L L A P S E OF MUSSOLINI IT IS OF P A R A M O U N T I M P O R T A N C E
YOU S H O U L D I M M E D I A T E L Y INVITE LUGOSI VINCE A N D ALL P R O G R E S SIVE H U N G A R I A N S T O CONFERENCE SERIOUS AND C L O S E COLLABORATION H A V E C A B L E D SIMILAR R E Q U E S T TO THE C H I C A G O COUNCIL T O
C O L L A B O R A T E W I T H YOU"
(Passed per CCC 143224-43)
Vamhery's opposition to the Council was set forth very clearly in a letter to
Mozes Simon which was forwarded by Simon on August 14th, 1943 to Count Karolyi. In the
letter, Vambery, while acknowledging that unity among the Hungarians in America was desirable,
stated that "such unity, however, is an impossibility, a priori, because the AMERIKAI D E M O K RATIKUS M A G Y A R S Z O V E T S E G (DMASZ) (AMERICAN H U N G A R I A N D E M O C R A T I C
ASSOCIATION C O M M I T T E E ) are not willing to collaborate with such democratic elements as
have the principles that we have. On the other hand, realistically, "All of the Non-Nazi
Associations" means nothing else but the D M A S Z and the presently formed council—which
adopted the principles of the D M A S Z - b u t in which the communists predominate. As to myself,
I don't "think a popular front is desirable. Moreover I have definite knowledge from competent
RUSSIAN sources that such a grouping is not held to be desirable even on the Russian side.
Also I am not at all convinced that a joint declaration of the D M A S Z and of the Council would
carry much weight with the Allied Governments and particularly with the U.S. Government.
"After the formation of the Chicago council. I have obtained information just to
the contrary from competent places, expressed in non-uncertain-terms.
"This of course does not eliminate the possibility of all the non-Nazi Associations making some steps together. But this is beyond me, as the Committee of New Democratic
Hungary, being composed of Hungarian citizens only, may not participate in domestic, American,
political activities."
It is apparent that Count Karolyi was successful in his appeal, inasmuch as
Vambery indicated his willingness to negotiate, and on October 22nd, 1943, together with Jaszi,
sent the following message to Count Karolyi:
"...WE HAIL T H E VALIANT UNSWERVING L E A D E R O F OUR M O V E M E N T WITH W A R M E S T S I N C E R E S Y M P A T H Y "
(Passed)

5.

RUSTEM V A M B E R Y
New School of Social Research
66 West 12 Street, N Y C

A Government agency (2) identifies Vambery as a former professor of Oriental
Science at the Hungarian National University at Budapest. During the "white terror" (Horthy
regime), he was deprived of his position and subsequently came to the U.S. He defended Count
Michael Karolyi before the Hungarian Court of Last Appeals in his trial for treason (1). He has
been activc in promoting the American branch of the Karolyi movement. He is also a leader of
an Hungaiian group subsidized by the Czecho-Slovakian legation in New York City, which
advocates the reconstruction of pre-World War Czecho-Slovakia. In this connection he works
with IGNAC SCHULZ, who is said to be an employee of the Czecho-Slovakian Legation in New
York City.
According to source (3), Vambery is the leader of the AMERICAN C O M M I T TEE OF THE NEW D E M O C R A T I C HUNGARY M O V E M E N T This organization was formed
in 1942 as a liberal, anti-Horthy, anti-Hapsburg movement. It has worked closely with T H E
AMERICAN F E D E R A T I O N O F DEMOCRATIC HUNGARIANS, which is under the direction
of Oscar Jaszi. This latter group was formed in 1941, and it differs from Vamhery's organization
only in Ihe fact thai its members must be American citizens (of Hungarian descent).

6.
The close tie-up between the two organizations is further revealed by cable
communications to Count Karolyi which are signed jointly by Vambery and Jaszi in the names of
their respective organizations. The principles for which these organizations stand are expressed
in two cables. One, dated September 20th, 1942, read* as follows:
"BOTH T H E AMERICAN I ^ D E R A T I O N OF D E M O C R A T I C H U N G A R I A N S AND
C O M M I T T E E FOR A N E W DEMOCRATIC H U N G A R Y IN THEIR MEETING
TODAY E X P R E S S THEIR S I N C E R E ADHERENCE T O THE PRINCIPLES WHICH
YOU SO VALIANTLY E M B O D I E D STOP P L E A S E ACCEPT O U R STRONG
SOLIDARITY WITH Y O U R RELENTLESS S T R U G G L E S FOR A F R E E AND
D E M O C R A T I C HUNGARY W H I C H AS WE A R D E N T L Y HOPE W I L L JOIN A
F E D E R A T I O N WITH HER D E M O C R A T I C N E I G H B O R S "
(Passed)
The other message, quoted below, was filed on December 3, 1942:
"EXECUTIVE BOARD OF T H E AMERICAN F E D E R A T I O N O F D E M O C R A T I C
H U N G A R I A N S AND THE A M E R I C A N C O M M I T T E E OF THE N E W DEMOCRATIC H U N G A R Y M O V E M E N T TODAY F O R E G A T H E R E D IN A JOINT
MEETING.... EXPRESSED ITS ADMIRATION O F Y O U R L E A D E R S H I P W E ARE
UNITED IN FIGHTING A G A I N S T THE H A P S B U R G RESTORATION A N D FOR
FREEDOM O F THE H U N G A R I A N PEOPLE"
(Passed)
7.

OSCAR JASZI
131 Forest Street
Oberlin, Ohio

Aside from his leadership of the American Federation of Democratic Hungarians, correspondence on file at CNY reveals that Professor Jaszi is a very important figure in
Hungarian-American activities. According to sources (8) and (9) he was born in Nagy-Karoly,
Hungary, on March 2nd, 1875; obtained his Ph.D. at the University of Budapest in 1896; married
RECHA A, W O L L M A N N - R U N D T in 1923; and has two children, GEORGE and A N D R E W .
Jaszi was a member of the State Department of Agriculture in Hungary from
1898 to 1908. From 1912 to 1918 he was an assistant Professor of Political Science at the
University of Kolozsvar. From 1918 to 1919 he was Professor at the University of Budapest and
Minister for National Minorities in the Cabinet of Count Michael Karolyi. Jaszi came to the
United States in 1925 and became a naturalized citizen in February, 1931. At the present time,
he is a Professor of Political Science at Oberlin College, Oberlin, Ohio. He has published many
books and has contributed to the large national magazines on subjects related to Political Science,
with particular references to the situation in Central Europe.
In spite of the prominent part which Jaszi plays, he informed C N Y Service
Division on July 13th, 1942 that, as an American citizen, he did not participate in the politics of
the Hungarian factions in this country, but that he was sponsoring the aims of the American
Federation of Democratic Hungarians. As far as Karolyi was concerned, Jaszi indicated that "he
asks occasionally my opinion concerning Hungarian issues in America." This information was
presented in connection with a cable Jaszi received from Count Karolyi regarding the trustworthiness of certain prominent Hungarians w h o were formerly associated with an opposing faction.

B. H U N G A R I A N AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR D E M O C R A C Y
535 Fifth Avenue
New York, N. Y.
1.
As previously indicated in Section A, paragraph 1, the Hungarian-American
Council for Democracy was the outgrowth of the Chicago conference, which was called by the
Communist-controlled group in an effort to attract other than left-wing support. In addition to
the election of Count Karolyi, the Council named BELA LUGOSI, Hollywood actor, as the
President of the organization.
The origin of this conference is indicated in correspondence to C O U N T
KAROLYI on file at C P N Y . On June 26th, 1943, DR. A L E X A N D E R VINCE, Chicago
Socialist, and a member of the Executive Board of the American Federation of Democratic
Hungarians in 1942, wrote Karolyi that he was aware of the Karolyi movement's financial and
other difficulties in London, and therefore he decided either to start a movement himself, or to
join one having financial backing. Vince stated that the visit of Bela Lugosi had c o m e at an
opportune moment, as a conversation between him and Lugosi had resulted in the latter's decision
to start a "Karolyi movement" among American-Hungarians.
On July 1st, 1943, MOZES SIMON (Gsv 4601), N Y C , (former legal advisor to
the Communist Party in Carpatho-Ukraine, and Assistant Editor of "MAGYAR JOVO"), wrote to
Karolyi (CPNY 296943-43). The letter was summarized by the Postal Examiner as follows:
"A few of Karolyi's friends looked up Mr. Lugosi, who happened to be in
Chicago, and asked him to call a conference for the purpose of convoking an HungarianAmerican meeting. This was to proclaim that Michael Karolyi, and only he, can be the leader of
the Hungarians. Lugosi, being on a tour, arranged things with Hungarians in other cities and that
was the time, when writer had cabled to addressee, to send a welcoming telegram to the
conference....He now advises addressee to write a warm letter to Lugosi, thanking him for
foundation of the organization. Writer considers this letter important, as he claims that the
greater part of the non-Nazi or non-Fascist Hungarians in America are supposed to be represented
in the New organization....Writer further claims thai (he new group is backed by "such serious
American factors as S E N A T O R PEPPER'."
2.
The files of Postal Censorship, NYC, revealed that the Communist paper,
"Magyar Jovo", has carried on an extensive drive to win support for the Council and acknowledgement of the leadership of Count Karolyi.
3.
Postal intercepts further disclose that on September 3rd. 1943, J O H N ROMAN,
editor-in-chief of the "HUNGARIAN DAILY JOURNAL" and "Magyar Jovo". contacted the
following organizations, soliciting endorsements of the Hungarian-American Council for
Democracy, and pressing for the unification of all movements abroad under the leadership of
Karolyi:
MR. A D A M GYORGY
c/o S Z A B A D MAGYAR C O M M I T T E E
Casilla 1374, La Paz, Bolivia
MR. L I P O T A B R A H A M O V I T S c/o SZABAD M A G Y A R M O Z G A L O M
Uruguay 1856, Montevideo, Uruguay
H A V A S & A. SIMON
H U N G A R I A LIBRE D E M O C R A T I C A
Casilla 13251, Santiago, Chile

MR. BELA SZASZ
Casille Correo 1245
Buenos Aires, Argentina
MR. LAJOS KADAR
Caixa Postal 2094
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

c/o H U N G A R O S LIBRES D O BRAZIL

HUNGARIA LIBRE
Calle De Sultepec 34
Mexico, D.F., Mexico
In the course of the appeal, Roman set forth a list of prominent HungarianAmerican writers, professional men and educators who were backing this organization, and
included the information that the following newspapers were supporting its activities:
"MAGYAR HERALD"
New Brunswick, N.J.
Editor, HUGO K O R M O S

"MAGYAR T R I B U N E "
Chicago, Illinois
Editor, S A M U E L SANDOR

"AZ EMBER"
New York, N.Y.
Editor, FERENC G O N D O R

"AZ IRAS"
Chicago, Illinois
Editor, IGNACIO IZSAK

4.
The present composition of the Hungarian-American Council for Democracy is
revealed in a cable directed to Count Karolyi on the anniversary of the Hungarian October
Revolution. The cable, dated October 23rd, 1943, is as follows:
"MICHAEL KAROLYI
99 HAVERSTOCK HILL
L O N D O N N.W.3
W E ARE WITH Y O U IN YOUR G R E A T FIGHT AIMED LIBERATION H U N G A R IAN PEOPLE TITLES O F M E M B E R S A R E LUGOSI B E L A - GONDOR F E R E N C GYETVAI NAGY JANOS - G E L L E R T H U G O - L E N G Y E L E M I L - ROMAN J A N O S
- HAJNAL JENO - SIMON MOSES - VERTES MARCELL
HUNGARIAN A M E R I C A N COUNCIL FOR D E M O C R A C Y "
(Passed)
(Information developed in the course of this inquiry regarding the prominent individuals listed in
the above cable as members of the Hungarian-American Council for Democracy is given in the
following paragraphs.)
5.

BELA LUGOSI
1084 Whipple Street, North Hollywood, California, and
535 Fifth Avenue, NYC

A Government source (2) states that Lugosi was born in Lugos, Hungary, in
1884 and attended the Academy of Theatrical Art in that country. It is alleged that during the
Bolshevist regime of BELA KUN in Hungary, Lugosi was openly a Communist Party member,
and consequently was forced to flee to the U.S. when this Bolshevist government was overthrown
by the reactionary group. He remained politically inactive until the late spring of 1943, when he

contributed a series of articles to the "Magyar Jovo". On June 27th, 1943, he was elected
President of the Hungarian-American Council for Democracy in Chicago (source 1).
C N Y cable files indicate that Lugosi has exchanged messages of greeting and of
acknowledgement of mutual esteem with Count Karolyi.
In commenting on Lugosi's election, Dr. Mozes Simon (CPNY 306348-43)
stated: "Lugosi is a very happy choice. He set out to work with enthusiasm and achieved great
unexpected success. I hope that through him the valuable, moderate-leaflet-elements will also
join our movement."
6.

EMIL L E N G Y E L
76-15 35th Avenue
Jackson Heights, L.I.

Emil Lengyel appears in "Who's Who in America" (1943) as an author and
educator who was b o m in Budapest on April 26th. 1895. He came to the U.S. in 1921 and was
naturalized in 1927. He was a journalist in Hungary and in Vienna. In the U.S., he has been
featured as a forum leader and was adjunct professor of history and economics at Brooklyn
Polytechnical Institute. He is President of the ADY SOCIETY, NYC, and a member of the
AUTHOR'S L E A G U E O F THE A M E R I C A N ASSOCIATION O F FOREIGN PRESS CORRESPONDENTS.
7.

JOHN R O M A N
"Magyar J o v o "
413 East 14th Street
New York, N e w York

A Government agency (2) reports that, in June, 1941, Roman became editor of
the newspaper, "Magyar Jovo". Although this paper is said to be owned by A R T H U R REICH.
N Y C , a registered Communist in the 1936 elections, and is reportedly published by the HUNGARIAN DAILY J O U R N A L PUBLISHING CO., NYC, it is known to be subsidized by the
International Workers Order. "Magyar Jovo" is classed as a labor paper and its main source of
news is said to be the "DAILY W O R K E R " and the "DAILY PRESS"....
This same Government source reports that Roman, who professes to have been
born in Olah Balska, Hungary, March 29. 1906, claims to be a naturalized U.S. citizen. His
mother and father are listed as ELIAS and SARAPHINA FRIEDMAN. Roman is reliably
reported to be a Communist Party and Comintern functionary, charged with the direction of and
liaison with the Victory Conference of the Foreign Language Press. Roman. A B N E R GREEN,
DR. DAVID K R I N K I N , (editor of the allegedly Communistic newspaper, "RUSSKY GOLOS").
and MICHAELL PROBERS, comprise the Steering Committee of the A M E R I C A N COMMITT E E FOR THE PROTECTION OF T H E FOREIGN BORN.
8.

JOHN GYETVAI-NAGY
413 East 14th Street
New York. N e w York

A Government source (1) describes Gyetvai-Nagy as one of the founders of the
"Magyar Jovo". He is still believed to be the real editor of the paper, in spite of the fact that
Roman replaced him officially. A Government agency (2) indicates that he and John Roman are
also connected with the Hungarian language monthly magazine, "NOK VILAGA", which is
published at the s a m e office as "Magyar Jovo". This magazine is stated to be definitely proCommunist in its editorial content, and it publishes articles by the editors of "Magyar Jovo".
Although the publication lists E R N A FODOR and A N N A SZEVIN as the owners, and the

National Committee of the Women's Federation as publisher, it is said that the magazine is
actually owned by the International Workers Order and ALEXANDER R A K O S I , managing
editor of "Magyar Jovo".
Rakosi is also known as A L E X A N D E R ROTH and A L E X RATOSI, 48-25
46th Street, Woodside, L.I. Source (2) reports that he was born on April 18th, 1907 in Kisvorda
Szabols, Hungary. He came to New York on September 1st, 1923, and was naturalized in
Cleveland, Ohio on January 5th, 1940.
9.
A Government source (1) indicates that some of the news stories featured by
"Magyar Jovo" have resulted in considerable disturbance among the Hungarian population. In
1942, John Roman, RUSTEM V A M B E R Y , and F E R E N C GONDOR, editor of "AZ EMBER",
held a press conference at the Hotel Biltmore at which they announced the formation of the
I N D E P E N D E N T NATIONAL FRONT, an underground movement in Hungary. The story was
published by the "New York Times" without comment, and this article in turn was circulated in
the local foreign language press by the Overseas Branch of the OWI. Investigation showed that
"Magyar Jovo" had not received the information by cable from Switzerland, as reported, but that
the information had come to them by a dispatch from the I N T E R C O N T I N E N T N E W S SERVICE
in Moscow, Russia. A further check revealed that the OWI Overseas Branch, Hungarian Section,
employed J O H N TEREBESSY, Vambery and Ferenc Gondor; MRS. P I R O S K A HALASZ,
widely reported as a member of the Communist Party; and FRANCOIS DOBO, a former leftist
social democratic journalist and radio man in Hungary. In referring to this incident, source (1)
stated: "Subsequent developments, as well as reliable informants, indicate that the Independent
Hungarian National Front was a Communist-inspired hoax."
10.
A Government agency (2) identifies Terebessy as an employee of the Radio
Bureau Section of the New York branch of the OWI, where he and Mrs. Piroska Halasz are
responsible for the radio scripts used in short wave broadcasts to Hungary. He is the son of a
former Hungarian deputy who is at present chief justice in the Czecho-Slovakian Government
under Hitler control. Terebessy is reported to be rabidly Communistic. He was involved in the
Communist movement in Hungary, and organized the "Sickle Movement" in Czecho-Slovakia
among the Communist youth. He was appointed commissar for Czecho-Slovakia and later served
in the Czecho-Slovakian government at Prague.
Cable files indicate the Terebessy is associated with the weekly periodical
' HARC" ("FIGHT"), which is described by source (3) as a small liberal paper representing the
views of Rustem Vambery's organization, and also as the organ for the group headed by OSCAR
JASZI. News items for "Hare" are directed to Terebessy's residence.
11.
CPNY files and source (2) indicate that "Magyar Jovo" featured a series of
articles concerning the "Movement for an Independent Hungary"... indicating that VICTOR
BATOR (Y 7615), prominent Hungarian banker, was the chief of a secret Hungarian Fascist
center on Nantucket, an island off the coast of Massachusetts. These articles state that the secret
organization was spreading Fascist literature under the guise of a calendar of the World Federation of Hungarians. When these stories were investigated, the editor of "Magyar Jovo" stated to
a Government agency (1) that he had no actual information to substantiate the articles.
12.

DR. MOZES (MOSES) SIMON (Gsv 4601)
1 University Place
New York, N.Y.

Source (2) states that Dr. Mozes Simon was born on November 17th, 1890, in
Mukacevo, Czecho-Slovakia. He is married to EDITH SIMON, and both have applied for U.S.
citizenship. A successful Czecho-Slovakian lawyer and former legal advisor to the Communist

party at Berehove, Carpatho-Ukraine, Simon escaped to England in March, 1939, where he
registered with the Czecho-Slovakian Refugee Trust Fund as a member of a group of Sudeten
Communists. He later resigned. Simon came to New York City August 27th, 1942,...
Simon is a frequent correspondent of Count Michael Karolyi in London. In a
letter dated August 4th, 1943 (CPNY 306348-43) Simon informed Karolyi as follows: "I delayed
writing, because I had hoped that I might be able to convey sure news on financial matters in a
few days.... there is hope that a few moneyed men (of Hungarian origin) will give a loan to your
movement, Mr. President. According to present intelligence, 100,000 dollars were mentioned
which would have to be paid back only at home. You, Mr. President, would have to guarantee
repayment personally, in case you re-acquired your personal fortune. May mention that I, too,
own considerable property at home and should be glad to guarantee the re-payment on the
aforementioned basis, if such loan - to be spent entirely for the purpose of National liberation could then he repaid by the liberated country...."
In connection with a cable received from Count Karolyi stating "...WIRE JASZI
WORK WITH VINCE G E L L E R T LENGYEL", Simon advised Serdiv CNY on January 12th,
1943 that (Alexander) Vince lived in Chicago, (Hugo) Gellert was a painter in New York, and
(Emil) Lcngyel was the President of the Hungarian Relief Committee. He stated that this was all
the information that he had, as he was not particularly interested in this whole affair, but was
only doing it as a favor to Karolyi. Inasmuch as Karolyi cabled him, he felt it only polite that he
should answer.
13.

F E R E N C GONDOR
320 East 79th Street
New York, N.Y.

Gondor is identified by source (2) as the publisher and editor of the Hungarian
newspaper "As Ember" ("The Man"). This publication is described in a Government bulletin (3)
as a weekly newspaper which was founded in 1925 and has a circulation varying from 2,000 to
15,000. "As an independent liberal journal it has had considerable influence among intellectual
Hungarians." Gondor is reported by Government agency (2) to have left Hungary during the
Communist regime in the early 1920's. He fled to Vienna, where he first established his
newspaper, and when he came to the U.S. approximately twenty years ago, he resumed its
publication here....
In a report dated April 2nd. 1942, (source 2), Gondor is alleged to be proHorthy and a supporter of the revision of the Trianon Pact. His paper has been reported friendly
to the movement of Tibor Eckhardt, an alleged Fascist with Nazi connections.
In a survey of the Hungarian situation prepared by source (1), Ferenc Gondor is
referred to as a "neutral figure" who, together with REV. GEZA T A K A R O , was won over by the
Communists who openly joined forces with Karolyi. Vambery, and Jaszi for the successful
prosecution of the war "against Horthy and Hitler".
An article in the "New York Herald Tribune", dated September 20th, 1942.
deals with an interview given by Mr. Gondor with reference to the underground movement in
Hungary.
Gondor is identified as a member of the COMMITTEE O F AMERICANS O F
H U N G A R I A N DESCENT F O R FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY, whose offices are located at
551 Fifth Avenue, N.Y.C. As a member of the Hungarian-American Council for Democracy.
Gondor joined with the rest of the Council, including Simon, Lugosi, Gyetvai-Nagy. and Roman,
in cabling Count Michael Karolyi on October 23rd, 1943. as follows: "WE ARE WITH YOU
IN Y O U R GREAT FIGHT AIMED [AT THE] LIBERATION [OF THE] HUNGARIAN
PEOPLE"
(Passed)
The Committee of Americans of Hungarian Descent for Freedom and Democracy, in a report supplied by the Czecho-Slovakian Information Bureau. NYC. which is in the

files of a Ferenc Gondor with the backing of his close friend, IMRE BEKESSY (Y 7793) and his
son, HANS HABE-BEKESSY (Y 7793) (see CYNY Memorandum Digest on Imre Bekessy and
Hans Habe-Bekessy dated September 19th, 1943). This organization is presently under the
leadership of Rev. Geza Takaro.
14.

IMRE BEKESSY (Y 7793)
220 East 73rd Street
New York, N.Y.

The files of a Government source (2) describe Imre Bekessy as an Hungarian
newspaperman who specialized in blackmailing. During the Communist regime in Hungary
(1919) he was editor of the Government news agency and close to Bela Kun. When Horthy
came to power, Bekessy wrote reactionary articles defaming his former associates. He was the
only Communist who thus escaped prison. He is reported to have practised blackmailing both in
Vienna, Austria (leaving there only when threatened with libel suits), and in Budapest, Hungary.
In a letter dated December 28, 1943, Bekessy informed Serdive CNY that in 1940 he came to the
U.S., where he has continued his activities as a writer and journalist. ..
15.

DR. G E Z A TAKARO
344 East 69th Street
New York, N.Y.

Dr. Takaro, Pastor of the Hungarian Reformed Church on 69th Street, is
reported to be a tool of the Hungarian Communists in the New York area (2). He refused to sign
a document referred to as the "The Clergy Speaks" manifesto, which was an affirmation of gilt to
the U.S. Government. In a series of open letters published in "As Ember", Dr. Takaro stated that
the manifest was aimed at whitewashing leaders of the American Hungarian Federation, and that
some of the signatories were monarchistic and uncooperative toward the American War Effort,
while others were definitely pro-Nazi in belief (CPNY 211986-43). It is noted that the conservative newspaper, AMERIKAI M A G Y A R NEPSZAVA" (CPNY 208805-43), in commenting on
Takaro's attack, suggested that he participate in the house cleaning of the American Hungarian
Federation....
16.
T H E NEW YORK COUNCIL OF H U N G A R I A N A M E R I C A N S FOR VICTORY is described (source 3) as liberal in character and composed of Americans of Hungarian
descent. It was formed in 1942 to stimulate the participation of the Hungarian nationals in the
war effort. The support accorded it by the Communist group has given the Council a distinct
leftist political leaning. The President of this group is PROFESSOR LOUIS T O T H (CPNY
208094-43), lay leader of Dr. Takaro's church....

