
about whom innumerable comments were published by bewildered Cana-
dians. 

Miska's book was printed in a clear and pleasing form by D. W. Friesen 
& Sons Ltd. of Altona, Man. Its jacket design is the excellent work of 
John Brittain. 

Maria H. Krisztinkovich 
Vancouver, B. C. 

Steven Bela Vardy. The Hungarian-Americans. Boston: Twayne Publish-
ers, 1985. 215 pages. 

One of the most daunting tasks that can be undertaken by a historian is 
to write a general history of any people over a two hundred year period 
in America. Professor Steven Vardy has done an admirable task in writing 
such a comprehensive history of Hungarian immigration to and settlement 
in North America. The book is well written, without becoming engrossed 
in one or other aspect of that history, and yet highlighting every aspect of 
the forces which were involved in the movement of so many over so many 
years. There are few such studies available to scholars or the interested 
public. Vardy's book is a much-needed volume. 

The work is well-organized, covering the various waves of immigration 
and the subjects of importance within each period. There is a logical flow 
to the way the chapters are organized. While mentioning many of the 
individuals who were important in various fields, the book never reads 
like a "who's who" of Hungarian immigration history. The approximately 
200-page volume is successful in giving the reader a good sense of the 
various waves of immigration, how they interacted and what their respective 
contributions were. 

In the Preface, Vardy writes that this work presents an account of the 
history and everyday life of these immigrants. This reader would have liked 
to have read more about the everyday life of these immigrants. Because 
this volume was written for the average reader, it would have been useful 
to incorporate more quotes from oral histories to draw the reader in and 
to give a picture of an immigrant's life in America. Vardy incorporates 
such anecdotes, but only sparingly. While there is much debate about 
the use of such oral histories for historical documentation, most historians 
will agree that they are useful in providing a picture. Topics such as the 
lives of the boarding house keepers, the newspaper editors who often ran 
the community's newspapers single-handedly, the struggles of immigrants 
working in coal mines and steel mills are surely enhanced through the use 
of such oral histories. 



Vardy is adept at combining sources from Hungary and North Amer-
ica. He sifts through these sources and brings together the best of what 
they have to offer. Many of the books written by immigration historians 
from Hungary tend to stress the left-wing and labour aspects of Hungarian-
American community life. Conversely, histories written by scholars and 
researchers in North America sometimes completely overlook that segment 
of the community. In numbers as well, certain histories tend to inflate or 
reduce population statistics, in an attempt to prove certain points. Vardy's 
work stays clear of these misinterpretations. He explains immigration statis-
tics succinctly. For instance, instead of just using the often touted "one 
million" figure for the number of Hungarians who arrived in the United 
States around the turn of the century, he analyzes the figure and breaks it 
down, making sure the reader understands that this figure (discounting those 
who returned and non-Magyar immigrants) was in fact closer to 650,000. 

There are a few examples of general statements made in the book which 
may be misleading. Regarding the labour movement, in chapter 4 Vardy 
writes that Hungarian immigrants did not become involved in the Amer-
ican labour movement, except as strikebreakers. While initially this was 
so, their participation in the labour movement did grow with time. For 
example, the 1WW, or Industrial Workers of the World, had an indepen-
dent Hungarian language section for over two decades. They published 
their own newspaper, the Bermunkas, for 25 years. At the peak of their 
popularity, the Hungarian "Wobblies" had 38 working support committees. 
The Hungarian socialists published the Uj Eldre (New Forward) which had 
a much wider circulation than the Bermunkas. Through reading these two 
sources, one gets a clear sense that there was a strong left-wing segment 
within in the Hungarian community in North America. 

Another such general statement is found in writing about patterns of 
settlement. Vardy writes: "none of their communities was a homogenous 
Hungarian settlement"(page 35). There were some exceptions to this state-
ment, the most evident one being Cleveland, where a veritable Hungarian 
town developed after 1920. Vardy discusses the Buckeye Road Hungarian 
community of Cleveland later in chapter seven, but never quite clarifies the 
original statement. Buckeye Road was a homogenous Hungarian settlement 
and remained such until well into the 1950s. 

Vardy's work is outstanding in explaining the many aspects of the com-
munity during the post-war era. The reader is provided with clear sense 
of how the various waves of newcomers interacted, the political forces 
behind the organizations they formed and why these organizations suc-
ceeded or failed. Of special interest is the section on the refugees of 1956. 
Vardy explains very clearly why these immigrants were distinct and why 
they remained separate from the community in general. Being part of this 
generation of post-war Hungarian-Americans himself, Professor Vardy is 



doubly qualified to explain the sociological and psychological upheaval 
experienced by these immigrants. The author does this, however, while 
maintaining a critical historical perspective. Finally, in writing about the 
second generation, Vardy presents a well-rounded, thorough examination 
of the most important organizations and movements. This is one of the 
great strengths of The Hungarian Americans: the documentation of the 
more recent post-war period, the history of which has not been compiled 
in such a comprehensive manner about this group in the United States. 

Susan M. Papp 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 

The Hungarians: A Divided Nation Edited by Stephen Borsody. New 
Haven: Yale Center for International and Area Studies, 1988. Distributed 
by Slavica Publishers, xix + 405 pages. $28.00. 

This collection of essays is one of the most important books to appear 
in English about Hungarians in recent years. It deals with the division 
of Hungary among its neighbours in the wake of the First World War, 
and the fate of the Hungarian minorities that were created as a result of 
this development. The various studies included are by some of the best 
students of Hungarian affairs that can be found in North America and 
Western Europe. A few chapters are written by scholars or publicists from 
Eastern Europe. Most of the chapters are scholarly papers usually found in 
books such as this one, while a few are collections of documents or shorter 
studies, edited and introduced by an expert on the subject being dealt with. 
At the end of the volume there are about fifty pages containing relevant 
statistics, maps, chronological tables, and a bibliography. 

Unlike many collections of scholarly papers published nowadays, The 
Hungarians has a clear focus: the problems created by the truncation of 
Hungary after World War I and, again, after World War II. The volume 
is effectively introduced by three scholars. Veteran observer of the East 
European scene, John C. Campbell, offers an overview of the Hungarian 
question in the Carpathian basin. This is followed by the editor's introduc-
tion, after which comes Hungarian academician Zsuzsa L. Nagy's account 
of the historical circumstances of Hungary's division after the Great War 
by the victorious Allied Powers. 

Some of Nagy's conclusions are worth quoting. According to her, the 
statesmen gathered at the Paris peace conference handled the question of 
Hungary's future in a "flimsy" way. Their decisions "were all based on 
expediency, paying little or no attention to ethnic principles, let alone to the 
wishes of the population involved. . . ." "In Hungary's case," Nagy con-




