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Book Reviews 

Georg Stadtmuller, Begegnung mit Ungarns Geschichte. Riickblick auf 
ein halbes Jahrhundert (Munchen: Rudolf Trofenik, 1984). Pp. 67 plus 
Index. 

At first glance, this slender volume appears unorganized and frag-
mented. Two dozen chapters, some only one page each, record the 
personal experiences and reveal the intimate thoughts of Georg 
Stadtmuller, a noted German-born expert of Hungarian history. 
These reminiscences span the past fifty years, and include incidents 
in the author's homeland and eastern Europe. The topics are dif-
fuse. One chapter features an encounter with Cardinal Mindszenty 
in Vienna, whereas several others explore conversations with famous 
Hungarian, Austrian, and German specialists in Hungarian studies. 
Stadtmuller also discusses the events of his youth, his professional 
training and career development, as well as his adventures during 
World War II and after. A few chapters offer brief insights into spe-
cialized problems in Hungarian and central European history. Read 
singly, each chapter merely whets the reader's appetite for more in-
formation. Considered jointly, however, the chapters coalesce into 
a leitmotif characterizing Stadtmuller as a sensitive human being 
and competent scholar. 

A four-chapter unit forms the most interesting part of the book. 
Stadtmuller shares his impressions as a student and scholar caught 
in the meshes of the Third Reich's higher education bureaucracy. 
In the late 1930s, Stadtmuller became the unwitting victim of an in-
vidious plot, hatched, he believes, by one or more envious colleagues 
who coveted his academic position. These antagonists never levelled 
explicit charges, but managed to remain anonymous, while weak-
spined National Socialist university officials did nothing. His friends 
advised against confrontation as being counterproductive, possibly 



dangerous. However, Stadtmuller intimates, had he joined the Na-
tional Socialist Party, these difficulties would have disappeared. 
Failure to conform, however, eventually resulted in dismissal and 
conscription into the armed forces, where Stadtmuller spent an 
eventful two-year tour of duty as interpreter-translator in partisan-
ridden Yugoslavia. The author's account of the German army's 
precipitate flight from the country near war's end has all the ele-
ments of a latter-day Odyssey. These experiences might have been 
expanded into a separate book. 

In other chapters, Stadtmuller comments urbanely and objective-
ly on a multitude of individuals, situations, and ideas, nearly all of 
them relating to Hungary. Unlike many contemporaries, Stadtmuller 
recognized the importance of Hungary as east-central Europe's cul-
tural centre, notwithstanding the ravages of World War I that ter-
minated Hungary's effectiveness as a political power. He recapitu-
lates popular sentiments in 1938 Austria, where people of all politi-
cal persuasions supported Anschluss with Germany. This contradicts 
the still prevalent but erroneous notion of Austria as a Nazi rape 
victim. During a 1938 stay in Budapest, however, Stadtmuller dis-
covered that most Magyars classified the Third Reich as a menace 
to the survival of their country. At that time, Stadtmuller questioned 
the Hungarian-born cultural historian Julius von Farkas, who 
dreaded not only the Germans, but Hungary's other neighbours. All 
of them apparently wished to see Magyar influence entirely disap-
pear. 

Stadtmiiller's chapters drawn from the annals of Hungarian his-
tory are not as interesting as the rest of the book. Most readers would 
wish to learn far more concerning "Silesia and Hungary during the 
Turkish Wars," or "Silesia under Bohemian and Hungarian Rule," 
than the cursory treatment can possibly provide. Moreover, the 
author offers no rationale for having chosen these topics. However, 
this is a minor complaint. Whatever the reader's preferences might 
be, this modest book contains ample material to attract the atten-
tion of most area specialists and laymen. 
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