
Hungarian occupation of parts of Yugoslavia had been carried out 
"in accordance with international law," and that the victorious great 
powers should be able to understand this. That as late as July, 1944 
even Istvan Bethlen should suffer such an illusion is a striking 
demonstration of the way in which hatred of the Trianon Treaty 
and belief in the justice of Hungary's cause had pervaded the 
thinking of Hungarians in the interwar period. 
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In the 1970s the Government of Australia, much like its Canadian 
counterpart, intensified its efforts to emphasize the multicultural 
nature of the country's society. One of the products of these efforts 
was, like in Canada, the start of publication of histories of the 
country's ethnic groups. The volume on Australia's Hungarians 
appeared in 1985, three years after the Canadian equivalent was 
published by the writer of these lines (in collaboration with M.L. 
Kovacs, Paul Body and Bennett Kovrig). 

In selecting E.F. Kunz to write the volume in question, the editors 
of the Australian series had made a wise choice. Kunz is a long-time 
student of ethnic and immigration history, and is an experienced 
researcher. One of his fields of expertise is nineteenth century 
Hungarian migration to Australia, the story of which he had told 
before, in Blood and Gold: Hungarians in Australia (Cheshire, 1969). 
This story is summerized and updated in the present volume, 
offering fascinating reading on the careers, fortunes and misfor-
tunes of the ref ugees of the 1848—49 revolutionary war (and even a 
few of their predecessors) in a distant and developing land. The 
chapters dealing with such early migration are followed by those 
covering the last decades of the nineteenth century, and the first 
decades of the twentieth. In this period only a few hundred 
Hungarians made it to the south seas continent. They ranged from 
poor peasants (attracted by offers of free land), to highly educated 
or trained individuals. Many of them were refugees from the 
territories that had been detached from historic Hungary by the 
post-World War I peace settlement. 

The book's second half is devoted to a study of the waves of 



Hungarians that went to Australia during and after the Second 
World War, and after the 1956 uprising in Hungary against Soviet 
rule. One chapter deals with the migrations, another with communi-
ty life and institutions, and a third with the contributions of the 
newcomers to Australian life. In taking the story up to the 1980s in 
fair amount of detail, this book is more useful and more complete 
than the volume on the Hungarians in the Canadian series, yet it 
devotes considerably less space to the economic and social aspects of 
migration and immigrant life. 

The Hungarians in Australia is a well-written and well-crafted book. 
It offers a good balance between descriptions of events in the 
country of origin and the country of adoption. Though it has been 
written mainly for the general public, it offers much to academics as 
well. The omission of footnotes — evidently publisher's policy — is 
regrettable, but it is not a disaster in the case of this work as 
researchers can consult Kunz's other works on the subject. And, 
even in the absence of these, it is evident that the book is based on a 
wide variety of sources. For curiosity's sake it might be mentioned 
that these include a description of an encounter between a Hungar-
ian immigrant to Australia and a young Austro-Hungarian naval 
officer visiting the country in 1893. The latter was none other than 
Nicholas Horthy, the Regent of Hungary in the interwar years. 

Kunz's work is very much "traditional" history. It stresses political 
developments and biographies. In making judgements on contro-
versial issues in Hungarian (and Hungarian-Australian) politics, 
Kunz is reasonable and judicious. His book makes fascinating 
reading for anyone who is interested in the history of Australia, 
and/or the story of the Hungarian diaspora. 
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