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Activities of the Hungarian Film Institute 
and Archives* 

The founding charter of the Institute (Magyar Filmtudomanyi 
Intezet es Filmarchivum) defines its goals as follows: "to promote 
the publication of scholarly literature, periodicals, other printed 
materials and film criticism in order to make results of research 
available to the interested public, and to increase the standards 
of Hungarian film culture and the sophistication of its reception 
by our society." During its two decades of activity, the Institute 
has met these goals with a number of publications. These 
publications are co-ordinated with the general research schedule 
of the Institute and observe the needs of scholarship, the 
importance of public information, and the emerging current 
tasks in the field of the Hungarian film. 

The volumes of the Library of Film Art have been appearing 
since the founding of the Institute and may be considered its 
most ambitious undertaking. The volumes are internationally 
renown theoretical and historical works (by Arnheim, Bazin, 
Mitry, Metz, Vertov, and others), as well as significant studies 
by Hungarian film scholars, such as Ferenc Lohr's study of film 
sound, or Istvan Karcsai Kulcsar's, Istvan Nemeskiirty's and 
Karoly Nemes's monographs on different periods of the 
Hungarian cinema. To date, sixty-one volumes have appeared, 
with average printings of 300 copies each. 

The Pocket Library of the Friends of the Cinema series 
appears in the edition of the Institute, while its printing and 
distribution come under the auspices of the Bureau for the 
Promotion of Mass Education (Nepmuvelesi Propaganda Iroda). 
The series presents short, popularized monographs on Hungarian 
and foreign directors (such as Jancso and Pasolini) and actors or 
actresses (such as Klari Tolnai, Liv Ullman or Zbigniew 
Cybulski). Occasionally as many as 15,000 copies are printed per 
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volume, which demonstrates the widespread popularity of the 
series. Some of the most popular monographs have been re-
printed several times. Twenty-two volumes are in print, an 
additional four are in production. 

The Film and Public series is edited by the research group 
for film sociology at the Institute and is published jointly with the 
Corporation for Film Distribution (Mozgokepiizemi Vallalat 
/MOKEP). Its volumes present results of research on public 
film reception (e.g., Zoltan Fabri's film "The Fifth Seal," 
published by Laszlo Halasz), viewers' opinions, as well as statistics 
of distribution and ticket sales (e.g., Janos Tarnok on the 
audience of urban cinema theatres in 1972). To date, five 
volumes have been published. 

The Review of Film Research is an occasional publication, 
appearing four or Five times a year in order to provide the 
personnel of the Institute an opportunity to publish the results 
of their research. The issues also contain collections of essays 
about such topics as Bela Balazs or the modern West German 
cinema, and, occasionally, more important studies by foreign 
theorists and critics Q.C. Jarvie, A. Sarris, and others). So far, 
thirty volumes of treatises and anthologies have gone into print. 

The International Film Information series has been pub-
lished for the past ten years, in print runs of 400 copies per 
issue. The contents cover recent important studies and criticism 
from the international film press, as well as documents 
concerning the reception of Hungarian films abroad. The issues 
are sent free of charge to Hungarian producers, distributors 
and film press critics. 

Researchers of the Archives and Collections Group of the 
Institute prepare for publication series such as the Filmographic 
Studies, which contain annual statistical data about film 
production, distribution, and festivals. Another kind of pub-
lication are the filmographies, of which three volumes have been 
published to date; they offer data on Hungarian feature films 
made between 1945-69 and 1970-74, respectively, as well as data 
on Hungarian short films made between 1945-60. 

The Institute is responsible for the program of a Budapest 
cinema called the Film Museum. The film series and individual 
movies featured in this special cinema are accompanied by 
informative brochures published by the Institute and sold in 
the theatre. 



For certain occasions, such as film festivals and symposia, 
the Institute publishes materials outside the framework of its 
scheduled series. Other publications are produced in co-opera-
tion with different branches of the film industry. A result of 
the successful co-operation between the Institute and MOKEP 
is the publications for the general public of volumes about the 
development of the Hungarian cinema since 1945 and the 
Russian cinema since 1919. 




