
tion with the so-called "official" Finno-Ugric orientation would merit more 
attention to these concerns. Perhaps an entry on this issue would not have been 
totally inappropriate, simply to register the widespread existence of such beliefs. 

Historical terms which refer to different eras in the history of Europe, 
such as the medieval era, the Renaissance, the Reformation (perhaps even the 
Counter-Reformation), Baroque, Enlightenment, Romanticism, Populism, etc., is 
in my estimation one of the weaker aspects of this outstanding historical dictio-
nary. More detailed essays within the dictionary itself could have provided a 
connecting link to elements of a common European civilization within the context 
of Hungarian history. 

From the perspective of this reviewer, the fact that this historical 
dictionary was produced and edited by a single individual is the source of many 
of its virtues. A collective venture may have resulted in a greater sense of 
orientation and possibly coherence of the information presented, but it would 
have undermined the very necessary sense of individual responsibility for what 
has turned out to be a very good volume indeed. 

The course of historical evolution points toward the coming of an age 
where the peoples of East Central Europe will live not within politically isolated 
nation states but in a united Europe where they will enjoy cultural and local 
autonomy. The achievement of these essentially lofty goals requires, indeed even 
mandates, an ongoing commitment to national traditions in a mutually tolerant 
spirit. The historical dictionary produced by Prof. Vardy is a proper and useful 
step in that direction as well as a necessary progression toward a new synthesis 
of Hungarian history. 

Thomas Szendrey 
Gannon University 

Editors' note: Professor Szendrey will return to a more comprehensive analysis 
of S.B. Vardy's scholarship and writings in an essay slated for a future volume of 
our journal. 

Richard S. Esbenshade. Hungary. New York: Marshall Cavendish, 1994. 
Cloth. ISBN 1 85435 588 0 

The Marshall Cavendish Corporation, a group of mostly Chinese editors, and 
author Richard S. Esbenshade have managed to produce a lavishly illustrated 
handbook of Hungary intended for the general public of the English-speaking 
world. It appears in the publisher's Cultures of the World series as one of about 
seventy volumes at the date of its publication. 

The appearance of such a book is always an exiting event as there are 
few such handbooks that one could recommend with confidence to non-Hungar-



ian members of the world's general public, or even to people of Hungarian 
ancestry who want a basic introduction to Hungary and Hungarian culture. My 
expectations were high when I took this volume in my hands but they were not 
fulfilled in every respect. 

The book's organization is traditional. It begins with brief chapters 
devoted to geography, history, government and the economy. These are followed 
by chapters covering the subjects of "Hungarians," their religions, lifestyles, and 
language. The final chapters deal with the arts, leisure, festivals and food in 
Hungary. All this is followed by some useful data and a bibliography that could 
earn no more than a D for a first year college student. 

Esbenshade's treatment of Hungarians is sympathetic. The photography 
was fine and the book's design is excellent. Nevertheless, I was disappointed with 
some aspects of this book. I was told one too many times that Hungarians are a 
"very proud" people. The book's portrayal of Hungary as a country in disarray 
was probably accurate for the times — after all Esbenshade's research for it must 
have been done during the early 1990s — but in 1999 the handbook is dated 
already. Not surprisingly, for a historian the most disappointing part of the book 
has been its treatment of Hungarian history. But, how can we expect the author 
to be accurate about the details of Hungary's evolution when he gives 1934 [sic! 
1938] as the year of Austria's annexation by the Third Reich (27). 

Professor Bisztray complained in an earlier volume of our journal that 
when his non-Hungarian son-in-law asked for a little volume that would intro-
duce him to Hungary, he (Prof. Bisztray) had nothing to recommend. Alas, the 
appearance of Richard Esbenshade's Hungary has not changed that situation. 

N.F. Dreisziger 
Royal Military College of Canada 

Istvan Zombori, ed. Magyarorszag es a Szentszek kapcsolatainak ezer eve 
[Thousand Years of Interaction between Hungary and the Holy See]. 
Budapest: Magyar Egyhaztorteneti Enciklopedia Munkakozossege, 1996. 
Pp. 337; 15 pages of photographs, 2 maps. 

Hungary has had a close relationship with the Holy See ever since the nation's 
conversion to Christianity around the year 1000 A.D, and many historians have 
dealt with this topic. The most significant of the relevant works include Vilmos 
Fraknoi's massive Magyarorszag egyhazi es politikai osszekottetesei a romai 
szentszekkel [Hungary's Ecclesiastical and Political Connections with the Roman 
Holy See] (3 vols., Budapest, 1901-1903), Vilmos Tower's one-volume popular 
synthesis A papak szerepe hazank megmenteseben es fennmaradasaban [The Role 




